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Thomas D. Howie 

MAJ ---., 

0-261582 

116th Infantf y Regiment, 29th Infantry Division 

Virginia 

KIA 17 July 1944 

Plot G Row 14 Grave 12 

Normandy American Cemetery (Omaha) 
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Thomas Dry Howie "The Major of St. Lo" 
(1908 - 1944) 

Biographical Data: 

Born: April 12, 1908, Abbeville, South Carolina 

Parents: Mr. and Mrs. T. V. Howie 

Wife: Elizabeth Payne Howie, 319 Vine Street, 
Staunton, Virginia 24401 
(still living) 

Education: Abbeville High School, 1925 
The Citadel, 1929 (President of Class) 
Football, boxing and Rhodes scholar 
candidate 

Civilian occupation: Teacher (English Literature) 
and coach (football and boxing) 
at Staunton Military Academy 

Military: Second Lieutenant, 116th Infantry, 
Virginia National Guard when federalized 
in 1940 

Operations officer (S-3) for 116th on 
D-Day 

Appointed commander 3rd Battalion, 116th 
in July 1944. 

Killed in action near St. Lo, France, 
July 17, 1944. 

Decorations: Silver Star, Bronze Star, Purple Heart, 
Croix de Guerre with Palm, French 
Legion of Honor. 

/ 



Remarks 

Major Tom Howie came from Staunton, Virginia. He 

commanded the National Guard company from his town, and only 

days before he died he rose to command a battalion of the 

116th Infantry Regiment. History and his own abilities 

brought him here to France where he still lies. He was 

killed by a mortar shell on July 17, 1944 as he prepared to 

lead his battalion into St. Lo. He took St. Lo, nonethe-

less. His men carried Torn Howie on a litter and laid him on 

the rubble of St. Croix church. Today in 0 Howie Square" of 

St. Lo and in this cemetery his sacrifice is permanent. We 

can honor his life by staying strong to keep the peace, or 

we can erase his sacrifice by again allowing aggression to 

grow strong. 

Torn Howie was the finest his generation could offer. 

Tempered by the depression and then by the war he and his 

contemporaries had, in that old-fashioned word, "character." 

We owe them a priceless debt, for they saved our freedoms. 

We cannot repay them; we can only 'rededicate ourselves to 

those eternal virtues which they embodied-courage and 

perseverance and sacrifice. 
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tote the tlty fell. after hla troope 
broke throush the a.rman wall to 
rttU•ve anothet battalion Of thl• 
·ngtment that .had been encircled 
Oft the ou.t.klr~. 

Today ,the major Ilea 1n honor 
with Othff otflpers and men ln th• 

', -henty-mnth 1Dlvt11ton·1 cemetery 
.__but on tbe dlty St. IA WH t&kell 
Ute dead mll,jor wu carried 
throulh the .-reetl tn atate In an 

: ambulance atjd hl1 flag-draped 
.. body wu placfld 'c,n a pile of rubltle 

; . _ ,beakle the ah•ll-wrecked chureh of 
" lte. Croix. I atormtnr force 

': : .puaed ln revt through an artll• 
' 11'7 ~e t rown by the Wltb• 

· -< 41nwtn• Oerm . · ,. 
· • .. • • Tb. Wiry, m ular ofth:tr, a n~ 

ttve of AbbevU e, 8. C., waa popu1-, 
• with_ all ranka~n the dlvtalon trctna 

Ule lowest p vate to the com• 
mandt~ 1offlc r, Maj. Oen. Charle• 

. • JI. Oer~rdt. who peraonally c,r• 
! · . dered Ma~or owte'• bod)' tak111n 

• 1 1 tnto 8t. I.A by, the combat force /II 
• a reature h.ionnc hlm and bla 

• i bat.taJton. B taktnr the htf 
,rround d,:,mln ting the ap_proac ee 

'! lo the ct4f, h men Naltcl lta f 

,. 1· ' .: 

Gave 't'p .. •111Mlqu-1~re J>oal I 

••He had gt.ten up an operatlCIM 
p011t at regtmtntal headquarter• 't.o 
take ovtt th♦ battalion ouly 'E 
cla)'I before,•~ aatd Capt. Char ea 

. B. Cawthon of . Murfreeebo , 
Tenn., executive officer of the cut­
off batt.allon to whON relief Major 
Jlowte and ht• troop, • came atter 

~ they had been almoat three day1 
wtth no treab raUon. or ammwaJ• 
tlon auppUR ' 

Farthet d9Wn . the road WU 
camped MaJ()r Howte·, battalion, 
now under C()mand of 25-year-old 
Capt. Willlatn H. ,Puntenney ~t 
J>hoentx, A~. formerly hll Uec\l• 
tlve offic.r : 

. • C.ptaln Pt;,ntenney, a tall, blond 
. , • former cattl♦ rancher. cle&Nd hll 
., : , Yotce twice aa he told what hap. 

pened in th~ battalion conunqd 
peat among e '.\ednrow1. 

"\Ve had · u•t flri11hed meeting 
,.1 the compan , .commander■ t.o wtnd 

:_i,. up our att,lck plana." he aatd. 
"They had been dllmtued and be­
fore they cduld 1et t.ack to their 
companies /the Germana bepn 
.dropping a ~ortar barrage around 
our ean." • 

•'Before ~tnr cover In one of 
two toxhol~ we ..,. Ulinr, Major 
H0\\1e tum~ to take a lut look 
to be IUN 1111 h1I men bad thetr 
hffd.a down." contmued C.ptaln 
P\lntenney. , • 

IUDe4~Monu8Mll 
. -Wttbout wamtnf one ,.,, their 
8\0ttar aheUa hit a few yarda away 

. and exploded. A fragment •lnlck 
the major I~ the back ud appu­
enUy pierced his lung. 'My God, I 
am htt: he . murmured, and 1 aaw 
be wu bleeding at the mouth. Aa 
be tell I ca .. ght htrn. 
- "I calt.d i • medte. but nothtnr 
eould be dot. He WU dead ln two 
inlnutea. fore we jumped ott 
that moml r he had told aome 

' • . dlvtllon . ofjcera: 'Se. .. you In 8'. 
U.' Gene l Gerhardt knew that 
• If he liTeu he would have wanltd 
to be one o the flrat ln the city.­
and ht hW! that he ha .. hi• Wlah." 

• Four battalion eadquarten mea 
,Sn an •~olnlng foxhole were 
altshtl&' lnJ,Ured by the bunt that 
kJUed Ule pl&jor, but all In.lated 
on 1Uclcln1' to the Job, 

The obt,uary ot Major Howte 
WU gt""n ly T 1, Clarence Oarellk 
of 1221 Vyae A venue, the Bronx, 
who said: "!Everyono of u1. enlllted 
!Mn looked up to hlm and admired 
hun u a leader. .But at the aame 
Ume he •~ ao kind and conlld• 
erate rou •tny1 felt comfortable 
around ht,p_.ven If you were a 
private an, he a m Jor." 
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Tom Howie, as captain 

dressed his wound he merely put his cane on his other 
arm and walked away. Later, however, he was evacu­
ated. 

Col. Alfred V. Ednie, who had replaced Colonel 
Ordway as commander of the 115th this day, held 
a prominent role in persoRally directing and dispers­
ing troops and vehicles in St. Lo, and in organizing 

• the city's defense. 
As if to stake its claim in the capture of the city, 

the 29th raised its Divisional colors over St.· Lo's 
heaping niins while the battle was still in progress. 
This was in accordance with General Gerhardt's 
order. At the heavily bombarded main square of the 
city, dubbed Mortar Comer by task force troops, Col. 
Edward H. McDaniel, Division chief of staff, gave 
a Blue-and-Gray flag to S /Sgt. Gerald Davis, of the 
115th's 1st Battalion headquarters. Sergeant Davis 
climbed the second floor of the Ca£ e Malherbe and 
hung the flag from a window, but a German anti­
tank shell crashed nearby, and the concussion ripped 
down the flag. It was hung up a second time, how-
ever, and remained untouched. • 

Action of the task force was for the most part con~ 
fined to mopping up: There was little organized re­
sistance in St. Lo, • and although enemy artillery fire 
was heavy, little _disorf;anized groups wer,e giving 

~ -
up all over the city. By 5: 30 P .M. all troops and 
tanks were in position and all organized resistance 
had been overcome. 

The fall of St. Lo, ranking in strategical impor­
tance with that of Cherbourg, was reported by Gen­
eral Ger~ardt to Maj. Gen. Charles H. Corlett, XIX 
Corps commander in a formal and proud announce­
ment: 

I have the honor to announce to the Corps Commander 
that Task Force C of the 29th Division has secured the city 
of St. Lo after forty-three days of continual combat from 
the beaches to St. Lo. 29 Let's Go! . 

Offensive action east of St. Lo on July 18 was con­
fined to the other two battalions of the 115th, since 
ooth the 116th and 175th remained in defensive po• 
sitions. The 2d Battalion, resuming its attack after 
its sudden advance of the previous evening, headed 
southwest from la Planche toward Haras, a suburb 
of St. Lo. It was stopped after approximately seven 
hundred yards by heavy machine-gun and mortar fire, 
and shortly thereafter was ordered to change di­
rection and advance due south to. Ste. Croix-de-St.­
Lo. The battalion secured this objective by 7:00 P.M., 

cutting the eastern highway exit of the city. 
The 3d Battalion moved southwest from the 

Martinville Ridge toward the highway, and by 4:00 
in the afternoon I Company had reached the race 
track on the eastern edge of St. Lo. 

While the men of 115th' s K and L Companies, 
deployed along the hedgerows off the St. Lo-Bayeux 
road, were eating their supper of C rations, a group 
of approximately thirty German paratroopers was 
observed walking down the highway toward St. Lo, 
apparently unaware of the presence of the American 
troops. In a sudden quickening of activity within the 
hedgerows, a heavy .30 caliber machine gun was put 
in position and laid to cover the road. Then T/ Sgt. 
Ambers Glidewell, a section leader of M Company, 
together with a German speaking member of K 
Company, hurried up to the hedge and called on the 
paratroopers to give up without a fight. Someone 
who appeared to be the leader of the group shouted 
back: "Surrender-no! You surrender! We have 
you surrounded!" As he said this he sent a burst of 
fire from his machine pistol at Sergeant Glidewell, 
narrowly missing him. Immediately the heavy ma· 
chine gun opened up with long bur~ts of fire that 
left approximately a third of the group casualties, 
while the remainder darted off the road and disap-
peared in the hedgerows. • 
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During the night of July 18, and the foilowing 
day, the enemy made repeated but futile counter­
thrusts at St. Lo, and kept his harassing artillery on 
the city. The heavy shelling disrupted all wire com­
munication, and as radios linked to the rear infantry 
CPs were not working, contact with the rear was by 
courier. T /5 Ernest L. Martin, a CP messenger, was 
kept running the gantlet of the Isigny Road to keep 
communication with the Division headquarters in the 
Bois de Bretel. 

During the morning of July 19, when the 1st Bat­
talion was with absolutely no wire or radio com­
munication to the rear, a large concentration of Ger­
man infantry was reported moving toward the south­
west section of the city. But there was no prospect of 
artillery support with the radios out. Then, at almost 
the same moment that this report was made, Pfc. 
John C. Henderson, switchboard operator at the 
Battalion CP, called to Major Johns: "Major, the 
wiremen say they found a wire to the rear, and they're 
going to splice us in. They don't know where it goes. 
Is it OK?" 

"Hell yes," the major said. Then Henderson was 
calling the unknown party at the other end of the 
wire: "Hello, this is Lagoon Red, who are you? ... 
Angel ? Who's Angel? . . . You say you' re artillery! 
... 155s! ... Say Major! They're 155s!" 

Thus, in this caprice of chance, in this finding of a 
loose, broken wire, the necessary artillery support was 
made available to repel what could have developed 
into a serious counterattack against St. Lo. Angel 
(the code name for the 967th Field Artillery Bat­
talion) had no direct contact with Lagoon Red be­
fore or since that day, but it is remembered in the 
1st Battalion as St. Lo's temporary guardian, heaven 
sent, at a time ~reat uncertainty. 

V THE MAJOR OF ST. 16 

About 7:30 A.M . on July 19 in the city's main 
square, by the Church of Notre Dame, a coffin draped 
with an American flag was carried to the top of a 
pile of stone from the church's shattered wall and 
placed there reverently by a soldier detail. In the 
coffin lay the body of Major Howie, who had died 
back on the Martinville Ridge the day before the 
city fell. 

The morning of his death, before the battalion had 
set out on its silent dawn attack that carried it for­
ward to contact with the isolated 2d Battalion at la 
Madeleine, Major Howie had taken his leave of some 
officers with the casual remark, "See you in St. Lo!" 

The body of Moior Tom Howie, draped with flog, lies in state 
in the St. Lo square 

Although it had been a casual remark it had sprung 
from a soldier's heart that had waited in long antici­
pation of the great day when the city would fall, 
.when the campaign would be over, .when the Di-

1
'vision • would come out of the line. The longing of 
every soldier in the St. Lo hedgerows was reflected 
in this carefree parting salutation, for every soldier 
knew that St. Lo was the objective. 

"See yo'u in St. Lo" was an aggressive, fighting 
way to say' "so }ong," and when Major Howie died 
General Ger~ardt ,determined that the pledge im­
plied in the major's·words would be fulfilled. As the 
armored column of Task Force G swept into St. Lo, 
Major Howie rode with it. An ambulance bore his 
body into the city, where it now lay in state. The 
story of this incident, wh~ch was to become one of 
the dramatic classics of the war, was seized upon by 
war correspondents and reported in the press through­
out America. Because of the restrictions of censor-
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ship at that time Major Howie's name was withheld, 
and he became simply "The Major of St. Lo." 

The New York Times, in an editorial on the fall 
of St. Lo concluded: 

That same evening the unnamed major rode into St. Lo. 
He . rode in state, with armored cars acting as his guard of 
honor. He rode like the Cid in his last battle, though no 
flags accompanied him on his journey and no bugles blew 
for him. Behind him tramped what was left of his battal­
ion, boys turned into veterans, veterans with a score to settle. 
For the major, thus achieving his purpose, thus carrying out 
his orders, thus leaving to those who loved him a heritage 
of pride that will outlast their grief-the Major lay in an 
ambulance at the head of his command, his face covered, 
dead. 

The fact that Major Howie's battalion did not fol­
low behind the column in which their commander 
rode detracted in no way from the editorial tribute, 
just as the line in the poem which told of the major's 
death by sniper fire did not lessen the nobility of its 
tone. Widely read by the men of the Division was 
Joseph Auslander's measured eulogy, "Incident at 
St. Lo," which first appeared in Life. It immortalized 
the battle in which they fought, and raised its story 
to poetic level: 

They rode him propped straight and proud and tall 
Through St. Lo' s gates .. . . He told the lads he led 
That they would be the first at St. Lo's fall-
But that was yesterday ... and he was dead; 
Some sniper put a bullet through his head, 
And he slumped in a meadow near a wall; 
And there was nothing further to be said; 
Nothing to say, nothing to say at all. 

Ride soldier in your dusty, dizzy jeep, 
Grander than Caesar's chariot, 0 ride 
Into the town they took for you to keep, 
Dead captain of their glory and their pride! 
Ride through our hearts forever, through our tears, 
More splendid than the hero hedged with spears ! 

The Division remained in pos1t10n on July 19, 
withdrawing the 116th from the line in the morning, 
its sector being taken over by the 115th's 2d Bat­
talion. Patrols of the 113th Cavalry Squadron probed 
the southern exit roads of St. Lo during the day to 
discover that the enemy had made but a limited 
withdrawal. On high ground one thousand yards 
south of the town the Germans were firmly en-

trenched ready to def end the observation they held 
over the city. 

The enemy continued to place heavy artillery fire 
on St. Lo throughout the day, dropping the most in- ' 
tense concentrations in the morning between 9:30 
and 10:00. The 1st Battalion CP, which had set up 
in a store near the main crossroads, was forced to 
move because of the heavy shelling. The new loca­
tion of the CP was a large stone mausoleum in a ·: 
cemetery in the northeast section of the town, where 
a large stone covering of a coffin was put into use as 
a map table. 

During the night of July 19 enemy action de­
veloped south of St. Lo but it was repulsed with j 
small-arms; and well directed artillery fire of the · 
110th. A platoon of 115th's K Company, which ·~ 
had been ordered into St. Lo as a reserve unit, during , ·~ 
the counterattack, was strung out along one of the • ''-1 
city's streets when five German planes flew over the al 
city shortly after 11 :00 P.M. A stick of bombs fell ·-.~ 
into the column, resulting in heavy loss to the platoon : 1 
in dead and wounded. ) 

However, relief of the Division was in prospect. 
The 35th Division, which had fought through the 
St. Lo campaign on the 29th' s right flank, com­
menced moving across the Vire River to take over all 
Blue-and-Gray positions. By 9:15 A.M. of July 20 the 
relief of the 175th and the 1st and 3d Battalions of 
the 115th had been completed and by 5:2O.P.M. the 
2d Battalion of the 115th had come off the line. All 
relieved battalions moved by foot and motor back 
to an assembly area in corps reserve, south of St. Clair­
sur-l'Elle, into which the 116th had already closed. 
However the four battalions of the 29th Division's 
artillery remained in place and were attached to the 
35th Division, not to be relieved until the evening of 
July 27 when it rejoined the 29th on the Division's 
return to the front. 

This relief marked the first time in forty-five days 
that the 29th as a division had been out of contact -
with the enemy. Since the Omaha Beach landings the ' 
Blue-and-Gray had been in front every day of the 
long six-we~k campaign. Its toll of more than 
seven thousand killed and wounded clearly be­
speaks the bitterness of the struggle, and establishes 
the Battle for St. Lo as the most costly engagement 
in the history of the Division. 
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Meindl's request for part of the 275th 
Division, which had just arrived from 
Brittany and was in the Seventh Army 
reserve behind Panzer Lehr. The 352d 
Division, which had tried to hold the 
Vire bridges by fighting in St. Lo with 
too few men, mounted a counterattack 
but was too weak to expel the Amer­
icans. Hausser and Meindl both later 
blamed an announcement by the Wehr­
macht on the afternoon of 18 July of the 
withdrawal as the stimulus that had 
caused the final American assault. Actu­
ally, however, they had been unable to 
secure additional troops and they had 
• feared that U.S. forces west of the Vire 
would outflank St Lo from the west; both 
commanders in reality had been forced 
by American pressure to pull the II Para­
chute Corps back.61 

To maintain contact and determine 
the extent of the withdrawal, General 
Corlett instructed the 113th Cavalry 
Group to pass through the city. The 
cavalry received such a volume of anti­
tank, mortar, and artillery fire 500 yards 
south of St. Lo that it became evident 
at once that the Germans had retired 
only to the high ground less than a mile 
to the south. The 352d Division coun­
terattack launched that evening con­
firmed the fact that the enemy had not 
gone far. 62 

The XIX Corps completed its task 

•
1 Telecon, Hausser to Pemsel, 1950, 18 Jul, Sev­

enth Army Tel Msgs; Seventh Army KTB (Draft) 
and Tel Msgs, 17 and 18 Jul; Hodgson, R-54. 

•• XIX Corps Memo, 19 Jul, XIX Corps G-3 Jnl 
and File. 
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on the morning of 19 July. The 29th 
Division finished clearing the city, and 
the 35th Division reported . no active 
enemy troops in its sector. 63 

In capturing St. Lo the divisions had 
sustained the high losses that had be-
come typical of the battle of the hedge- , 
rows. The 35th Division lost over l 
2,000 men; the 29th Division suffered 
over 3,000 casualties. On 19 July, in 
compliance with corps instructions, the 
35th Division relieved the 29th, and 
General Baade deployed his troops across 
the entire corps front from the Vire 
River east to the Couvains-Calvaire 
road. 

By the time the men of the 29th Divi-~ 
sion marched out of St. Lo on 20 July, 
the body of Major Howie had become a 
symbol. Task Force C had carried the 
flag-draped corpse as a battle standard 
into town on a jeep.64 Placed on a pile 
of rubble before the rather plain 
Romanesque church of Ste. Croix and 
surrounded by empty, gaping houses, the 
body had become a shrine, a universal 
symbol of sacrifice. When the men of 
the division removed the body and de-
parted the town, the symbol remained 
in St. Lo. St. Lo itself, disfigured and 
lifeless, had become a memorial to all 
who had suffered and died in the battle 
of the hedgerows. 

•• 35th Div Msg, 1019, 19 Jul, XIX Corps G-3 l 
Jnl; Huston, Biography of A Battalion, pp. 23-46. 

•• A legend had also been born. In 1953 a road- _ 
side sign in St. L6 read: " .. . This martyred city 
[was] liberated the 26th [sic] of July 1944 by 
Major Howie, killed at the head of his troops .... " 
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to the slow costly pattern of yard-by-yard 
advances already so familiar. 

There was little improvement on 16 
July. While the 35th Division fought 
to retain Hill 122, the 29th Division 
seemed virtually paralyzed. The 115th 
Infantry advanced about 300 yards down 
the Isigny-St. Lo highway and came 
abreast of the 35th Division forces on 
Hill 122, but the regiments on the 
Martinville ridge could not relieve the 
isolated battalion. 

Six days of fighting had brought the 
29th close to its goal, but with consid­
erably weakened forces. Two days 
earlier, 125 replacements had restored 
one battalion of the 1 16th Infantry 
to only 60 percent of its authorized 
strength; during the night of 16-17 July 
another battalion received 250 enlisted 
replacements, bringing its total strength 
to 420. On 16 July a battalion of the 
115th had only a platoon of riflemen re­
maining in each rifle company. On 17 
July 200 men comprised the three rifle 
companies of a battalion of the 175th, 
and most of the commissioned and non­
commissioned officers had been killed 
or wounded. Although these were ex­
treme cases, the other infantry battalions 
were also seriously depleted.44 

For the final assault on St. Lo at the 
opportune moment, General Gerhardt 
turned to the supporting arms. He in­
structed Brig. Gen. Norman D. Cota, the 
assistant division commander, to form a 
task force of tank, reconnaissance, tank 
destroyer, and engineer troops. They 
were to be assembled in the division rear 
area at a location that would enable 
them to attack toward St. Lo from either 

"29th Div G-3 Jnl , 1335, 16 Jul, and 1256, 17 
Jul. 
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the northeast-by way of the Isigny-St. 
Lo highway-or the east-down the Mar­
tinville ridge. Because Hill 122 was 
not yet entirely secure, General Ger­
hardt still expected to make his climactic 
drive into St. Lo from the east, but he 
wanted to be ready to drive from the 
northeast should capture of Hill 12 2 

prove in reality to be the decisive factor 
in the battle for St. Lo. 

--;::> A Legend is Born 

On 17 July, the seventh day of attack, 
the 29th Division struck before dawn. 
Maj. Thomas D. Howie, commanding 
the 3d Battalion, 116th Infantry, led his 
men in a column of companies in a 
silent march toward Major Bingham's 
isolated unit. Suspicious Germans in­
creased their artillery and mortar fire 
and played grazing machine gun fire 
across the slope of the Martinville ridge. 
Howie's men resisted the impulse to re­
turn this fire and crept forward through 
an early morning mist, still undetected. 
Several hours after daybreak, they 
reached Bingham's isolated force. 

The regimental commander, Colonel 
Dwyer, had hoped that the two bat­
talions together would be able to enter 
the city, but Bingham's men were ex­
hausted. Howie informed Dwyer by 
telephone that they were incapable of 
further effort. When Dwyer asked 
whether Howie could move his battalion 
alone to the eastern edge of town, Howie 
replied, "Will do. " Several minutes 
later an enemy shell killed him. 

Taking command of Howie's battal­
ion, Capt. William H. Puntenny tried to 
mount the attack on St. Lo along the 
Berigny highway, but the Germans 
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INFANTRYMEN H1T THE GRouNo oN A STREET 1N ST. Lo 

Ednie, who had come from the 30th 
Division to understudy the assistant 
division commander, took his place. 
Ednie's mission was to open the north­
east entrance to the city for the passage 
of General Cota's task force. Unaware 
of the German withdrawal, General Ger­
hardt was cautious. "We may go into 
St. Lo," he informed the corps com­
mander, "but we don't want anyone to 
get cut off in there." 114 

After an artillery preparation, the 
115th Infantry attacked. Since Hill 122 

was no longer a point of embarrassment, 
the regiment made good progress. At 
noon Colonel Ednie was hammering on 

•• 29th Div G-3 Jnl, <>725 and 0901, 18 Jul. 

the gate. "I believe this is the time 
to alert that Task Force," he advised 
General Gerhardt. The division com­
mander no longer doubted. "Every­
thing's shaping up now," he informed 
General Cota, "so I think you'd better 
get moving." Mi 

Forty minutes later General Gerhard~ r 
transmitted another order to General • 
Cota. He wanted the body of Major l 
Howie to accompany the first U.S. troops 
into town. 56 The act was to be not only 
a gesture of honor and respect to the 
fallen but also a visible reminder to the 
members of the task force of all their 
comrades who had given their lives in a 

•• 29th Div G-3 Jnl, 1147 and 1149, 18 Jul. 
•• 29th Div G-3 Jnl, 1236, 18 Jul. 
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RUINS OF ST. LS 

task not yet completed. The choice of 
Major Howie's body was particularly 
apt, for Howie, who had taken command 
of a battalion only three days before his 
death, represented the qualities of 
courage and sacifice that had made the 
drive to the gates of St. Lo possible. 
The triumph belonged to the dead as 
well as to the living, and through Major 
Howie the fallen were to participate in 
the culmination of the effort. 

At 1500, 18 July, General Cota's Task 
Force C departed its assembly area near 
the division left boundary, crossed the 
division zone, and began to roll down 
the Isigny-St. Lo highway. Like a left 
halfback making a wide run around 
right end, the task force picked up its 

interference as it approached the line 
of scrimmage-the 1st Battalion, 115th 
Infantry, which was closest to the goal. 
Silencing an antitank gun just outside 
the town, passing through harassing 
artillery and scattered rifle fire, and 
breaking through a roadblock, the task 
force entered the northeast portion of 
St. Lo at 1800 of the eighth day of the 
battle. Quickly seizing a square near 
the cemetery and organizing it as a base 
of operations, Task Force C moved 
rapidly through the rubble-choked 
streets to points of importance. Small 
groups occupied key road junctions, 
squares, and bridges. One hour after 
the task force entered the town it was 
apparent that only scattered German 



TO: 

FROM: 

l(u\'\ VJ 
~v\ \ i-c. 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

/ - ~ 

I • /' / 

~ t_ .. _ t ,, l , 

MICHAEL K. DEAVER 
Assistant to the President 
Deputy Chief of Staff 

:&(' Information 

□ Action 



I, 

May 1 8. 1981.t 

Mr. Michael K. Deever 
Deputy Chief of Staff 
The White House 
Washington. DC 20515 

SID CORNELL 
P. 0. Box g 

San Diego. CA 92112 
(619) 295-0115 

Subject: □-Day Commemoration. June 5, 1984 

Dear Mr. Deaver: 

I am writing to you at the personal suggestion of some loyal 

San Diego Republicans. Since time is of the essence in this instance, 

the enclosed material could be helpful to the President's message 

on the commemoration of the 40th Anniversary of □-Day on June 

5. 1984. 

The attached letter speaks for itself and all 36 million people 

ki !led as a consequence of World War II. It also speaks for all of 

us including future generations. 

Cordially. 

/4~ 
Sid Cornell 

Enclosure 



May 18, 1984 

The President 
The White House 
Washington. DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

SID CORNELL 
P. 0. Box 9 

San Diego, CA 92112 
(619) 295-0115 

□-Day '-10th Anniversary June 5. 19Bl4 

Allow me to present a review of events meaningful on this 

occasion. Why are we commemorating it? 

"Lest we forget" - the lives of 36 million victims of World 

War II and the hope to avoid World War Ill. 

"History gives you a general feeling for the past. 

an awareness of the present, and 

an inspiration for the future." 

Let us look hopefully to our future on this occasion with the 

courage of those who landed on the Normandy beaches June 5. 

1944. 

Founding Chairman 
San Diego Historical Society 
Institute of History 
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□-DAY l!0TH ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATION JUNE 5. 19811 

World War II cost 36 million lives. 

WORLD BLUNDER ttl - How did it start! 

August 25. 1939, the Nazis and the Russians signed a mutual 

aid pact. 

September 1. 1939. the Nazis and the Russians invade and 

conquer Poland within a month. 

September 3. 1939. Britain and other allies declare war on 

Germany and Russia. 

June 22. 1941. the Nazis invade Russia and push them back 

to the gates of Moscow. 

March 1942. Foreign Minister Molotov flies to Washington 

to plead for help and supplies. 

America responded. under Lend Lease. The allied merchant 

marine untertook to deliver these supplies. Our men and ships 

were risked on the run to Murmansk, passing through the Nazi U-boat 

blockade and the severe cold weather torpedoings. Russia was 

saved! 

The Russians then began to advance west towards Nazi Ger­

many. At the same period. allied troops landed on the Normandy 

beachheads on June 5. 1944 and advanced eastward towards Nazi 

Germany. On May 7. 1945. victory in Europe came about and became 

known as VE Day. 
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WORLD BLUNDER 12. The Russian people were commemorating 

VE Day 1984. That same day. their government announced that 

they were quitting the 1984 Olympic Games. Why? Let us remember 

the axiom - "Winners never quit. quitters never win." They and 

their satellites by this action lose the opportunity to show the spirit 

of togetherness and competition in the world of sports. 

WORLD BLUNDER 13. The final blunder will obliterate all of 

us and our children forever. Sometime ago. Alfred North Whitehead 

said, "A controversy is not necessarily a disaster, it can be an oppor­

tunity." The world is waiting for the opportunity to resolve this 

controversy with words, not bombs. Let's speak up together, in 

commemoration of □-Day June 5, 1984, for the memory of the 

36 million victims of World War II. Some were my family, my friends, 

and my comrades -- all were human beings! 

Sid Cornell 

Founding Chairman 
Annual Institute of History 
San Diego Historical Society 

-2-

P. □. Box 9 
San Diego. CA 92112 
(619) 295-0115 
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FOR: AMBASSADOR RENTSCHLER 

FROH; CHRISTOPBER .B!NZE--USIA 

~ 
USIA 

SUBJ: ATTACHED--DUFT REMA.llKS FOR FRKRCU 
TV ORD-DAY 

1. Attached please find subjec~ draft 
to be deli~ered to AMBASSADOR RENTSCHL~R, 
ROOM 389• TELEPHONE: 395-4614. 

If there are 1oy proble~s please call 
Chris Ben~e. 485-8618. Thank you. 
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Draft Remark.a for Freuch T'J on I>-Day 

While contea.platins what: I could say today to honor thOH­

tbous.and.8 of brave 111e.I1 who gave their live$ in the largeat ti.nding 

of troops frOJ1 t:he sea in the hi.story of warfare• I rec.a11ed the 

words of another American Prestdent on another ba.tt1efield who~ 

naae will echo fore"tar in American meoory. 

-The vorl.d -..ill little note nor l.ong r.....,,_ber '<hat we ""Y / ~ 
here., ,said Abraham Lincoln on the field at Gettysburg in 1863, "'but r C. 1-f, %t 
1t cat1 never forget what they did here.• ./ 

And so it is tod,ay. 'rh~re .ta. no escaplog tpe obligation which 

those heroic zaen cre.ated.-again ill Lincoln's words: ..... that from 

t.bea-e honored dead~ Uke illCt'eased devotion t.o th.at eause. for 

which tbey gave the last full neasure of devotion-that we here 

highly resolve that: tbeu de.ad shall not have died in vain •.. and 

that govermr.e.n.t of the people, by the people.,for the people shall 

not perish f roa t:.he earth."' 

the troops~ fought their way ashore forty years ago today 

were the signal of an .Ai.ericau comitltDent to t:.he free-doa and 

security o.f Europe which endures to this day. That cOD!litme.nt will 

endure a.Ji long as it: J.a needed. The presence of n.ore th.an three 

huud4ed thoUB-and Jmerican troops on Buropean soil today test~fies to 

that comdtment. 

The pri.celess legacy of those bra-ve men-the dead and the 

livlns-has been two ge:o:e.ratiOllS of pe.4-Ce and prosperity in Europe. 

Try to tbin"k of .a comparable period 1.n aodern hi.story. nie 

preservation of that legacy has be.en assureo by the continu.1.og 



cooperation of that grand coal.iUon of men and nations which 118.de 

possible the ultiaate Victory in that gTeat war. 

Abt'ahaa Lincoln ~ieved, although he did not live to 1.!llpl.ene.nt: 
. . 

that belief• iu the Df;Ces81ty of recoDC.i.llation with fon.et' 

adversaries. 't1le wisdoa of t:hat. policy has beexi imply de.o11Strated. 

both 1.n Europe and in che Fa.c.ific where adver5ariea have becoae 

friends and allies. 

Your country and a1ne are aenhers of an At:la.ntic Alliance whose 

founding doc.u.ent cont:ain.B e pledge that the id.1.itary forcee created. 

under 1.te auapicea vil.l never be. nsed except in defense of the 

terr1tortes of its :menbers. Bot w-e have not forgotten an 1-portant: 

les50n of t:~ sec.ond. 'World War-a. var vhich au.st one day be known at 

the ·1.e.st"' world var. 'l'empori.u.o,g with tyranny can be a very costly 

busineeB. That-cost 1.s aeasured. not in che tattered reput.atloll8 of 

poUtlc.ia.ns and states.en. but in the pre-c.i.ous lives of their 

countryaen,. 

Be!.ther should we forget that on t:b.at day forty years ago. 

thous.andB of ld.loaet:e.rs t.o r.he _East, scae were dying of the t:ven.t:y 

million Sovi.et people who gave their lives i.n an heroic defense of 

t:.bei.r ho.el and. lkml.d that the JllemO:ty of thos.e Soviet citi~. 

who g.ue tbei.r la.at full. neasnre of devotion• could be honored-in 

this year of ~e.enberanc.e-by a return to the ba.rgaiuin,g tables in 

Gellfiva. 

dt ussioD.B,. J'h1ch ttnforc-rtely have '¥ wmeces 

pt for a mkr of aonuJ.,. we are coaaaft.te.d to an 

at <9pt to =~tgeili>r i. the Soviet /4dm, t 

""" . thus, L rlsk of a ic••tro~ 
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ve 
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offered,. and c inue t:o offe~ygotl.atlon at the 

c.amiot yet. ~ea band.shake of 

at t signal sutua.1 respect for the -~~ i.ntereste 

Each 1ear thousands of Jaerlca.n veterans return to the Normandy 

shores to revisit the scene of tba.t saoae:ntows day. Many thousands 

of them have returoeid today. Many hand.reds of thea. are. tonight:, 

guests 1.n the be.ea of French f«-1.lies who a1so t:eseaber that day. 

On their ~bal.f» and on sine., I thank you for your gra.cl.ou.s 

hospitality. 

One of t:.he great he.roes of Aaer1.can history i_s a Ft'encl:raan. 

Tha.t w.y countryw:.n .8lld I continue t:o rel'ere and honor hie nemory is 

made plain by the scores of towns aod street:.s .and sqna.rea in. .America 

vh:ich bear lrl..s mme. ..A be.8ut1ful. park upon which I look out each 

day--direcUy &eross the st:reet fro1l ay ho-nae i.n 'Washington--is 

ll.a1llied iu boDor of the Marquis Marie J"oaaph de Lafayette,. vho served 

a11 a General in the .Aiiiari.can ltevolutionary .A:rmy. V.altJ.able as hie 

ni..Utary contrl.butl.on 'VAS» perhaps even .ore i.aportant t:o the uore 

than t\ifO centuries of frtendsbip aDd al.llanee. between ycm.r country 

and 'Jline was anotba.r e.c.t soaewbat less veil kDown in Aaerlca. 

On ll July 1789, as a Deputy 1n t:he Fre.Dcll Nati.on.al Assembly,. 

Lafayette introduced a bill cal l1Jl8 for the pa..ssage of a declaration 

of the right A of ua:n. :Foraa.lly adopted by the Aesesbly five weeks 

later~ it: appeared as the p-re.aable t.o the l'rench Conatit:u.tion. of 

1791. 

The co:n,grue:nce of ph11.osopby and co.ai.btient be.tween t:h.e 

Declaration of the Righte of Man and t:he ~ric.an Declaration of 

Indepe.ndenc.e and Bill of Rights h4..B provided. the bed-rock on vh1ch 



.. 

oe.r long fr:iendabip and alliance "8.a .founded and .haa .been -- -- -·-··· .... - .. -­

s\lSt..ained. 'Ihose docc.t11eat8 procl.aiD. that: all -.en are born, a:od 

always continue. free and equal. 1.n re8peet of their rights. Tb.at: 

-
aaong these. -rights are Life., .Liberty. and Pursu.1.t of BappineBs. 

Tbese biatortc doetaen.ts al.so charge goven:menta "1th t:he obl.igatiou 

to gcn-ern on1:, 1idt.h the inforaed and contlnu:f.Dg cons.em: ot the 
- . .. 

governed.. 

Prope1:ly understood., these the.&ee -have the potential to attaiu 

the wd"fexaal ~t -of all. ra.aoktnd.. The vi.t:al.tty and cont.inu.ing 

validity of t:hese concept.a J,a de-onstrat:ed every day in the free 

nat:iona -of the world. Onr joint c.oaatlt.ent to t:heae .1.dsal.s has 

. endn1-ed .and :w1l.1 endure. 

Wang ~4384G 

drafted by: 

cleared.: 

USIA/PG/ JSandstroa '& 
STAD/Efm/ .nn::elly -~ \¼ \( 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

May 28, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD DARMAN 

FROM: ROBERT M. KIMMI TT So~ 

SUBJECT: President's Draft Speech for Omaha Beach 
Ceremonies 

Attached at Tab A is a revised version of the draft 

4279 

Presidential remarks to be delivered at Omaha Beach. The 
attached draft, written by State and NSC, refocuses the speech­
writer's draft -- which concentrated heavily on one personal 
experience -- toward a broad tribute to the sacrifices of the 
American and Allied soldiers. It also draws attention to the 
role of French Resistance which is important given the fact 
that President Mitterrand will attend the ceremonies with the 
President. 

Attachment 
Tab A - Draft Speech 

Qen Elliott 



Mr. President, Distinguished Guests: 

I come before you today as President of a country which has 

buried many of its war dead in foreign soil. I look out on the 

crosses and stars-of-David bearing names familiar to every 

American and feel an overwhelming sense of awe for the supreme 

sacrifice these men have made. From all parts of the American 

nation these men came to a foreign land _to face a powerful foe. 

They died ·to free Europe, knowing at the same time that they were 

fighting to keep America free. 

We stand today at a place of battle, one that 40 years ago saw 

the worst of war. Men bled and died here for a few feet or 
• 

inches of sand as bullets and shellfire cut through their ranks . 

About them, General Omar Bradley later said: "Every man who set 

foot on Omaha Beach that day was a hero." 

Words do not do them justice. Speeches cannot portray their 

suffering, their sacrifice, their heroism. President Lincoln 

once reminded us that -- through their deeds -- the dead of 

battle have spoken more eloquently for themselves than any of the 

living ever could, that we can only honor them by rededicating 

ourselves to the cause for which they gave a last full measure of 

devotion. 
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Today we do rededicate ourselves to that cause. And in this 

place of honor, we are humbled by the realization of how much so 

many have given to the cause of freedom and to their fellowman. 

One such hero, Private First Class Peter Robert Zanatta of the 

37th Engineer Combat Battalion, was one of the first to hit Omaha 

Beach. 

"Someday I'll go back and I'll see it alf again," he promised his 

daughter tisa, "I'll see the beach, the barricades, and the 

graves. I'll put a flower on the graves of the guys I knew and 

on the grave of the unknown soldier -- all the guys I fought 

with." 

Lisa Zanatta Henn recounted these words in an essay about her 

father who bravely fought, and ultimately succumbed to, a battle 

with cancer eigbt years ago. "So ~any men died," she wrote, "I 

know that my father watched many of his friends be killed. I 

know that he must have died inside a little each· time. But his 

explanation to me was 'you did .what you had to do and you kept on 

going.'" 

Lisa is here today, fulfilling a promise made to her father that 

she would go in his place and see the graves and the flowers and 

the ceremonies honoring the veterans of D-Day. "I will never 

forget what you went through, Dad," she concluded, "nor will I 

let anyone else forget -- and Dad, I'll always be proud." 

... 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

SUBJECT: Proposed Input for Presidential Speech, 
D-Day Ceremonies, Normandy, France 
ACTION MEMORANDUM 

Request your assistance in transmitting the 
attached information to the White House for pos­
sible inclusion in President Reagan's D-Day 
commemoration remarks. Proposed remarks are at 
Tab G of the enclosure. 

Inclusion in the President's speech will 
help focus national attention on the important 
role of the Army National Guard, in particular, 
and the Total Army as a whole. It ·is important 
to note that the proposed remarks announce the 
formation of an additional infantry division in 
the National Guard. 

Thank you for your assistance in this effort. 

Enclosure 

DECLASSlFIED _ ,,,,- • 
NLS foo -{~y"lf~ 

m NARA. DATE # 

REGRADED UNCL,~SS!FIED r.:~ SE?f,.Rt,,TED 
FROM C!,ASSIFUD IliC!.,OSU?.ES 

X3 091 9 
SEC DEF CONTR No ....... ,.:, :<,•:amnmnr 
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TAB G 

Possible Presidential Rermrks at Oimha Beach 

Even before dawn on June 6, 1944, n,,;o of America's nost distinguished fighting 
units, the farrous 1st Infantry Division (The Big Red One) and the 29th Blue 
and Gray Division, a National Guard division from MaryJ..and, Virginia and the 
District of Columbia, assaulted these beaches. The 116th Infantry Regim2nt, 
once corrrnanded by our nation's ITDst distinguished soldier, George Washington, 
landed in the first wave on Omaha Beach. These heroic Virginians debarked 
that IIDming from the USS Thomas Jefferson, narred after another distinguished 
Virginian. I am pleased to announce that the Department of the Arrey will 
reorganize, within the National Guard of Maryland and Virginia, the 29th 
Infantry Division whose colors have been folded since 1968. 

s 

DECLASSIFIED 
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