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Thomas D. Howie

MAJ ‘

0-261582\

116th Infar vy Regiment, 29th Infantry Division
Virginia

KIA 17 July 1944

Plot G Row 14 Grave 12

Normandy American Cemetery (Omaha)



Thomas Dry Howie "The Major of St. Lo"
(1908 - 1944)

Biographical Data:

Born: April 12, 1908, Abbeville, South Carolina
Parents: Mr. and Mrs. T. V. Howie

Wife: Elizabeth Payne Howie, 319 Vine Street,
Staunton, Virginia 24401
(still living)

Education: Abbeville High School, 1925
The Citadel, 1929 (President of Class)
Football, boxing and Rhodes scholar
candidate

Civilian occupation: Teacher (English Literature)
and coach (football and boxing)
at Staunton Military Academy

Military: Second Lieutenant, 116th Infantry,
Virginia National Guard when federalized
in 1940

Operations officer (S-3) for 116th on
D-Day

Appointed commander 3rd Battalion, 116th
in July 1944,

Killed in action near St, Lo, France,
July 17, 1944,

Decorations: Silver Star, Bronze Star, Purple Heart,
Croix de Guerre with Palm, French
Legion of Honor.



Remarks

Major Tom Howie came from Staunton, Virginia. He

commanded the National Guard company from his town, and only

days before he died he rose to command a battalion of the
116th Infantry Regiment. History and his own abilities
brought him here to France where he still lies., He was
killed by a mortar shell on July 17, 1944 as he prepared to
lead his battalion into St. Lo. He took St. Lo, nonethe-
less. His men carried Tom Howie on a litter and laid him on
the rubble of St. Croix church. Today in "Howie Square" of
St. Lo and in this cemetery his sacrifice is permanent. We
can honor his life by staying strong to keep the peace, or

we can erase his sacrifice by again allowing aggression to

grow strong.

Tom Howie was the finest his generation could offer.
Tempered by the depression and then by the war he and his
contemporaries had, in that old-fashioned word, "character."
We owe them a priceless debt, for they saved our freedoms.
We cannot repay them; we can only rededicate ourselves to
those eternal virtues which they embodied-courage and

perseverance and sacrifice.



f Major
is Troops
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Slain in%t. Lo Batt

Into Fallgn To

merican Assault by Tanks

nfantry Throws Germans Out Afts
ight-Day Hard-Fought Siege . |

ST By Wirdies o TS
AMERICAN FORCES, in
y, July 18—8t. L& fell

, aning. before A massive

fAmerican ‘assauit—and one bat-

Italton’s entry was led by the body

of -its major, whio had died in the

*-Tonight our men in tanks, ar-

moared cars-and jeepa, and in small

infantry groupe afoot, are combing
throuih the town's rubble-atrewn
ativeta and wrecked bulldings, wip-
ing ‘out ‘the last remnants of: re-

, y. :Mesnwhile, the Germans

y.-shelling” the ‘town and
ches from high ground

west and south, which|

‘hold. ‘Our artillery s re-

underousnly. .
ns had largely evac.
: Ahe town during yesterday
! aat -night, but, according to
l their custom, they had left isclated
snipers’ and machine-gun
good defensive points within the
own, They had also atationed
strong forces armed with machine
Ema,vm:ehlne pistols and mortars
l tions -that our men had
i smash up before they could occupy
i the city.

The Germana had also brought
up additional artillery in the past
few days and had their guns
“serced in” sall slong the roads
(over Which our troops had to pass.
They fired heavily on us all-day
and were atill going it strong to-
night. It is obvious that the Ger-
raans, having held this key baation
of their defennive line on this
front untll they could no longer
afford their heavy casuaities, in-
tend t0 make the town as uncom-
i fortable as possible for our forces
gﬁfiﬂ they have been driven off the

t N

End of Three-Week Campalgn

But today brought a triumphant
end to the campaign to take this
obscure but militarily vital pro-
vincial town, the capital of the
Department of La Manche, which
has gone on for three hard weeks.
The past four days and nights have
been filled with incessant, desper-
ate fighting at the very gates of
the town. The victory was won,
furthermore, by troops who had
been fighting without' respite for
weeks. But no ones would have
gueased that to see the confidence
and verve with which they moved
up those ahell-blasted paths today.

The actua] capture of the town
was accomplished at 6 P. M. by a
f task force of tanks, infantry, re-
connalssance vehicles and apecial
arms organized with the purpose
of amashing the way into the town
once and for all against whatever
resiatance might be offered. The
first entrance into the town In
any force, howsver, was made at
10 A. M, by troops of a battalion
that, it is now permissible to say,
had been cut off by the Germans

By HAROLD DENNY

poais atig

91the

nadjwherever they could and held on.

Nuw Toax Trexs. A ‘
“We're. in now and they'll never
get us out” . R A

Following the vanguard of fights
ing troops came ambulances, med-
ical corpsmen and jeeps jloaded
with military police, ready {o take
over policing and traftic' eontro
as soon as we were in town,
and a clyvil-affairs team. A ¢livil-
affairs team composed of experts
in many flelds goes Intd each
lace that we take and Immpdiate.

y . begina helping the town!to

¢
back to normal. These civil ‘.tgs;i
o

administrators sre not aup R
o in with the first wave,
{um virtually did, ‘i
Civil Atfairs Chiet Kills G

8t. Lo’ civil-affairs tearh 'y
commandad by & colonel! from
Philadelphia. He did not
his piace in the ‘processioy
went In with the attack
At the entrance to the .
German stepped out and
& gun at him. The colonel!whi
ped outihis pistol and shat him

* The task force emerged| from
its forest rendesvous and moved
boldly onto the main road from
Isigny. which enters Bt. |
northeast. More Pa
crouched in ditches and foxholes
at either side of the road, repady to
come in afterward and -
date. The road winds in repeated
“8" turns just before it entera the
town, so we could not ses; what
was happoning at the head pf the
column. There was heavy|shells
tire at the edge of the town; hows
ever, and we could hear mpchine
guns. Then we heard the five of
our tanks. : ‘ <
- Word came back that a strong
force of German grenadiers was]
in the wogsled hilla just aonth of]
the entrad® to the town, holding|
up our sdvance with autdmatic
weapons and mortars. Our tanks
and infantry had to go in and clean|
them out before the column; could|
go farther. This took some:time;]
then the column moved ahead|
again. It must have been about
5:30 then and our vanguard
getting well into the town,

Other Troops Enter Towh

While the task force was staging
its cavalcade the troops who had
been ateadily battling to the city
from the east along the Baysux
and leaser roads and paths moved
on into the city. They had had
some of the hardeat tighting that
our men had endured since P-day
and they had fought their waly out
of great perils,. Eminent ong
their adventures was that of the
two lost battalions. i

One of these, commanded by Ma.
or 8idney V. Bingham of Dhallas,

'ex., worked its way to the moat
foward (roaltlon st the hamlpt of
La Madel ‘ne, on the Bayeaux
road, last Baturday, The front
there wap extremely fluid. ‘There
were no real battle itnes, but the
troops fought thelr way ead

was

<,
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end to the cem ign to take this 8o farther. This took some ' time; §
obac lqi‘t&rﬂy vital th ) j

While the task force was s n
cavaleade the troops whé had
en steadily battling to the city
from the eaat along the Baysux
And leaser roads and paths moved
on into the City. They hl? h
some of the ha

ne actua) ca out
Was accomplished at ¢ P. M. by Eminent o ong
RSk force of tanks, Infantry, ‘re. was that of the
connaissance vehiclea And spectal[two lost battalions, :
|Arms organized with the purpose| One of these, commanded b Ma.
of the way into the town glgr 8idney Vv, Bingham of Diliag,
‘ 1l against Whatever| Tex., worked its way to th.
Tesistance might be offered. The(foward ng
first entrance into the town injLa Madel 'ne
Any force, however, was made at(road, last BSaturday,
A M. by troops of a batts there wag extremely fluid,
that, it is now permisai Jwere no real battle lines,
N cut off by the s|troops fought their way
for thirty-six hours after 1t had{Wherever they could and ‘held on,
gone to the relief of another bat.|The enemy closed in behind
tallon that had been lsclated for|Bingham's men and cease}
“ha e o e, Mg
is llon had itten one of »
‘th;rh brl::g:t of thewr;uny ﬁ':m., communicated with his regiment—
chapters of thig COmpaign and jts/cAutiously, because the Ger!nam‘
commander, a m could listen in,
yet be identified, Gradually his battalion
conspicuous galign until higlits tood and ammunition and there
' Y two days ago|Were wounded to be cared for, The
Im in his commang |radio’s battery failed and he; wag
) itch, and he wag talking silent. The day before yestsrday,
of this town, toward Which he had|another battalion of the same regi-
been leading troops. ment fought ity way to Ma

2 Bingham's, takin in supplies, | Byt
_ Major Homored in Deaty , o‘Gormm clou‘ed in Lhm, this

- But the major, after all, did not|battalion 80 both
Jose the honor of on th |

bat

pa ittons in

. and stayed with the men o help

mander of the troo v them fight,  Blood Plaama foy the

mediate sector. L] ulance fwound was dropped by plnnfa_. .

WAR put in the Place of honor at ‘For all thejr sufferings the men

the head of o BOn-combatant sec-of  these battalions had endugh

tion of the task force And, after the drive jert to enable them to o c}

tanks and infantry hag blazed a(at ¢ A, M. today and they gut to

th 'S body wag eg- the city. But early in the o Ack

corted into the town, flanked by aone major was killed—the major

guard of honor in armored CArs.  Iwhose body was borne in state'into

After the decision that no more 8t, L3 thig evening, b
the ;apturo of the to v ——

rooked,

s afternoan it asesmbled in the
Woods & few miles north of St. 1.8
‘under th of & general v
who inf,
were going to tak it
they had to go through all hell to
&“!ile '}'1'3. in th; ro}:;em)xnt of
. ttle a Y and, when I gaw
him . been sligh

e

‘s entrance, y

‘ . to
ot through tha shellfire uickly,
?“ “Have . we 8ot the to?vn for
;);«'ga ™y asked hin then,
* “Y0u bet we have,” he Answered,
B ateiddiinidel ‘



‘Last Sunday ha led his battalion up the’

Madalsine, in front of St. LA, - Thare he
Sidney V, Bingham of Dallas, Tex., and

srrounded, All Sunday night, all day

Monday and half of Tuesday they lay

‘exposed 1o the enemy artillery. A few

men, repiscernants unused to fire, felt

" back s Httle, A sergeant talked to them.

After that they were 23 good as the

_others.. Om Tuesday, with Major Bing-
‘ham and the unnamed major at their

head, they proceeded toward 8t. 1, sp-

 settls.. For the major, thus
his purposs, thus carrying

' a haritage of pride that
' ieir grief—the major lay
noe, at the head of his

his face oovered, dead. ‘




|- dered Major

THOMAS D. HOWIR
“NAJOR OR ST. L0

" "Army Reveals the Identity of
. Officer Whose Body Was
Taken Into Captured Town

WITH 116TH INFANTRY REGI-
MENT in France, July 23 (De-
out Presi-

httm!m and it was a sad cere-
.mony to many because the “Major
ﬁ.. st 10" m"not alive to receive

i The "Major of 8t. L& was]
* Thomas D. Howie of Staunton, Va.}
- He was killed July 17, the day be-
- ‘fore the city fell, after his troopsj
* broke through the German wall

: pelieve another battalion of this]

"a Tegiment that had been encircled

on the outakirta.

'rodny the mmajor lies in honor
with other officers and men in the
Twenty-ninth Division's cemetery
se-but on the dhy St. LO was taken
;. the dead major was carried
T through the streets in atate in an

d his flsg-draped
‘on a pile of rubble
~wrecked church of

dnvﬂ erm
T Th ne ani

, muscular omccr.
. ville, 8. C., was popular
. with all ranksjin the division fram
the lowest private to the com-
mmdmg officqr, Maj. Gen, Charles
H. Gerhardt, who pcrnom.l y ore-
body taken
. into 8t. 1D by, the comhat. force as
. & gesture hoporing him aad his
tattalion, By taking the high
nd dominsting the up
the city, his men seal m <

Gave Up Headquurters Post .

- “He had given ug an operl.tlom

.mt at regimental headquarters to

e ovar the batuuon otly five
days before,” said Capt. Charies
- B. Cawthon of Murfreesbo
Tenn., executive officer of the cut
oft blttalion to whose relief Major
Howie and his troops came after
* they had been almost three days
. with no fresh rationa or ammuni.
" tion supplies.’
Farther down the road was
. camped Major Howle's battalion,
' mow under comand of 25-year-old
. Capt. William H. Puntenney of
;" Phoentx, Ariz., formerly his execu-
ttve ofticer -

Captain Pyntenney, a tall, blond
former cattle rancher, cleared his
voice twice as he told what hap.
.pened in the battalion command

among the h TOWS,

“We had just finished maeeting
the company commanders to wind
u_gh our attack plans,” he said.

ey had been dumlued and be-

. fore they cauld get btack to their

. companies the Germans began
dropp!ns a mortar barrage uround
T oup ears." |

; “Before taking cover In cne of
© two foxholes we were using, Major
. Howie turned to take a last look
to be sure gll his men had thelr
heads down,” contlnued Captain
Puntenney, .

Killed by Mortar Shell

© . *Without' waming one of their|
snorur ahens htt 'Y tew wds away ‘




‘11 battalon, B

He was killed July 17, the d 0o |
fore the city fell, after his trooi
-~ breke through the German wall tol
: yelieve another battalion of this)
‘regiment that had been encircled
an the outakirta,
Today the rajor lies in honor
" with other officers and men in the
- Pwenty-ninth Division's cemetery
" *e~bmt on the day St. 1O was taken
. the dead mpjor was carried
. through the streets in state in an
. smbuiance anid his ﬂsg-dn%ed
- hody was placed ‘on a pile of rubble
JDeaide the shell-wrecked church of
‘ . Croix, e satorming force
Darrage thrown by the with.
e thrown by the -
drawing Germans, : §
The wiry, muscular officer, a nﬁ-
tive of Abbeviile, 8. C., was popular
with all ranks|in the division fram
the lowast private to the com-
manding officer, Maj. Gen. Charles
. K. Gerhardt, \who personally or-
" dered Malor Howie’s body taken
nto 8. Lo by:the combat force as
' & gesture honoring him and his
taking the N

gound domingting the approac
the city, his men sealed it !
Gave Up Headquarters Poat |

" “He had given up an operations
t at regimental headquartersto
¢ ovéer the battalion only f

-, days before,” said Capt. Charles

-B. Cawthon of Murfreesbofo,
Tenn., executive officer of the cut-
oft battalion to whose relief Major
Howie and his troops came after
they had been almost three days

. With no fresh rations or ammuni-

. ‘tion supplies.’

" Farther down the road was

. camped Major Howie's battalion,
now under comand of 25-year-old
Capt. Willlajn H. Puntenney of
Phoenix, Aris., formerly his execu-

. tve officer

; . Captain Pyntenney, & tal), blond
" former cattle rancher, cleared his
- woice twice as he told what hap-

" . pened in thp battalion command

post amon a rows,

“We had just finished meeting
the company commanders to wind
. up our attpck plans,” he said,
* *“They had heen dismissed and be-
.. fore they could get tack to thair
. companies the Germans began
* ~dropping a mortar barrage around
 our ears.” . o

“Before taking cover in one of
two foxholes we wers using, Major
. Howle turned to take a laat Jook
to be sure pll his men had their
heads dowm,” continued Captain
Puntenney,

Killed by Mortar Shell

“Without warning one pf thelr
~ mortar shells hit a few yards away |
. angd exploded. A fragment struck]
the major {n the back and a pu-
mtl{ flerceu his lung. ‘My God, 1
am hit,' he murmured, and 1 sawj
he waa bleading at the mouth, As
he tell I cafight him.

- "1 cilled! & medic, but nothing
could be dede. He was dead in two
minutes, fore we jumped oft
. that morning he had told some
© . division officers: ‘See you in St
14 General Gerhardt knew that

‘it he lived he would have wantsd
‘20 be one of the first in the city—
and hs saw: that he ha. hizs wish.”
Four batf{alion eadquarters men

An sn adjaining foxhole ware
‘all{ht}ar injured by the burst that
kitled the major, but all insisted

on luckinﬂ to the job,

The obitusry of Major Howle

. was given by T/4 Clarence Garelik
of 1221 Vyse Avenue, the Bronx,
who said: "Everyone of us enlisted
men looked up to him and admired
him as & Jeader. But at the same
erate ou giways foit comforiante
re ways feit comfortable
around him—even If you were &
private and he a m ‘

<
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Meindl's request for part of the 27s5th
Division, which had just arrived from
Brittany and was in the Seventh Army
reserve behind Panzer Lehr. The 352d
Division, which had tried to hold the
Vire bridges by fighting in St. L6 with
too few men, mounted a counterattack
but was too weak to expel the Amer-
icans. Hausser and Meindl both later
blamed an announcement by the Wehr-
macht on the afternoon of 18 July of the
withdrawal as the stimulus that had
caused the final American assault. Actu-
ally, however, they had been unable to
secure additional troops and they had
‘feared that U.S. forces west of the Vire
would outflank St L from the west; both
commanders in reality had been forced
by American pressure to pull the II Para-
chute Corps back.8!

To maintain contact and determine
the extent of the withdrawal, General
Corlett instructed the 115th Cavalry
Group to pass through the city. The
cavalry received such a volume of anti-
tank, mortar, and artillery fire 500 yards
south of St. L6 that it became evident
at once that the Germans had retired
only to the high ground less than a mile
to the south. The 352d Division coun-
terattack launched that evening con-
firmed the fact that the enemy had not
gone far.5?

The XIX Corps completed its task

8t Telecon, Hausser to Pemsel, 1g50, 18 Jul, Seu-
enth Army Tel Msgs; Seventh Army KTB (Draft)
and Tel Msgs, 17 and 18 Jul; Hodgson, R-54.

8 XIX Corps Memo, 19 Jul, XIX Corps G-3 Jnl
and File.

BREAKOUT AND PURSUIT

on the morning of 19 July. The 29th
Division finished clearing the city, and
the gsth Division reported .no active
enemy troops in its sector.%?

In capturing St. L6 the divisions had
sustained the high losses that had be-
come typical of the battle of the hedge-
rows. The gsth Division lost over
2,000 men; the 2gth Division suffered
over 3,000 casualties. On 19 July, in
compliance with corps instructions, the
gsth Division relieved the 2gth, and
General Baade deployed his troops across
the entire corps front from the Vire

River east to the Couvains—-Calvaire
el

e T = A A

82 gcth Div Msg, 1019, 19 Jul, XIX Corps G-3
Jnl; Huston, Biography of A Battalion, pp. 23—46.
¢ A legend had also been born. In 1953 a road-
side sign in St. Lo read: * ... This martyred city
[was] liberated the 26th [sic] of July 1944 by
Major Howie, killed at the head of his troops. . . ."

a!

The Americc

The First Army
to an end on 19
capture of St. Lo.
the operations hac
the southern ed
swampland—along
St. L6—-Caumont
disappointing.

Heroic exertior
face, to have acco:
twelve divisions, t
enteen days had
seven miles in th
Vire and little mc
tance east of the
the distance gain
newly established
was less than sa
Corps physically o
nor Périers; the V
ally possess the P¢
and the city of St
enemy artillery an
than a week after i
Corps.*

To reach positi:
Caumont line, the
tained approxima

1 The XIX Corps cis
not become operationa
and only then did the
tion begin again to f
Jul.
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to the slow costly pattern of yard-by-yard
advances already so familiar.

There was little improvement on 16
July. While the gxth Division fought
to retain Hill 122, the 2gth Division
seemed virtually paralyzed. The 115th
Infantry advanced about goo yards down
the Isigny-St. L6 highway and came
abreast of the gsth Division forces on
Hill 122, but the regiments on the
Martinville ridge could not relieve the
isolated battalion.

Six days of fighting had brought the
29th close to its goal, but with consid-
erably weakened forces. Two days
- earlier, 125 replacements had restored
one battalion of the 116th Infantry
to only 6o percent of its authorized
strength; during the night of 16-1% July
another battalion received 250 enlisted
replacements, bringing its total strength
to 420. On 16 July a battalion of the
115th had only a platoon of riflemen re-
maining in each rifle company. On 1%
July 200 men comprised the three rifle
companies of a battalion of the 175th,
and most of the commissioned and non-
commissioned officers had been killed
or wounded. Although these were ex-
treme cases, the other infantry battalions
were also seriously depleted.**

For the final assault on St. Lo at the
opportune moment, General Gerhardt
turned to the supporting arms. He in-
structed Brig. Gen. Norman D. Cota, the
assistant division commander, to form a
task force of tank, reconnaissance, tank
destroyer, and engineer troops. They
were to be assembled in the division rear
area at a location that would enable
them to attack toward St. L6 from either

*+ 2gth Div G-g Jnl, 1335, 16 Jul, and 1256, 17
Jul

BREAKOUT AND PURSUIT

the northeast—by way of the Isigny-St.
L6 highway—or the east—down the Mar-
tinville ridge. Because Hill 122 was
not yet entirely secure, General Ger-
hardt still expected to make his climactic
drive into St. L6 from the east, but he
wanted to be ready to drive from the
northeast should capture of Hill 122
prove in reality to be the decisive factor
in the battle for St. Lo.

—_—

On177J t attack,
the z2gth 1 > dawn.
Maj. Tho nanding
the gd Bat , led his
men in a es in a
silent mar ngham’s
isolated wi 1ans in-
creased th ‘tar fire
and playe un fire
across the : le ridge.
Howie's m ie to re-
turn this fi through
an early or letected.
Several h ¢, they
reached Bi 2.

The reg Colonel
Dwyer, hz wo bat-
talions tog to enter
the city, t vere ex-
hausted. vyer by
telephone »able of
further e © asked
whether H »attalion
alone to th , Howie
replied, * minutes
later an en

Taking s battal-
ion, Capt. “tried to

mount the attack on St. Lo along the
Bérigny highway, but the Germans

THE BATTLE

threw up such a 't
fire that the men
through the day 1
an advance. L:
counterattack wit
from St. Lo to e
Puntenny force.
presence of An
saved the day. \
and bombed the
division artiller
screen of fire

positions.*®  Dis
withdrew their

two American ba

All efforts of «
Infantry, to ope
and Puntenny o
forward ammun:
supplies failed.
destroyers, esco1
caliber machine
roads about Ma
debris, dead hc
man vehicles thz
tinuing enemy
sible. The 17
tempted to rea
attacking down
but the regimer
and made little
lief was that br
the division arti
ficient blood [
men.

On the nigh
party of about
talion, 116th 1
the isolated un
18 July, a rif

45 [Lt. Col. Robe
April to Novembe
(Maxwell Air Force
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;
MICHAEL K. DEAVER

Assistant to the President
Deputy Chief of Staff

i Information

(1 Action



SID CORNELL
P. O. Box 9
San Diego. CA 82112
(619) 285-0115

May 18. 1984

Mr. Michael K. Desver
Deputy Chief of Staff
The White House

‘Washington, DC 20515

Subject: D-Day Commemoration, June 5, 1884
Dear Mr. Deaver:

I am writing to you at the personal suggestion of some loyal
San Diego Republicans. Since time is of the essence in this instance.
the enclosed material could be helpful to the President's message
on the commemaoration of the 40th Anniversary of D-Day on June
5, 1984,

The attached letter speaks for itself and all 36 million people
killed as a consequence of World War |l. It also speaks for all of

us including future generations.
Cordially,
Sid Cornell

Enclosure




SID CORNELL
P. O. Box 8
San Diego, CA 82112
{619) 295-0115

May 18, 1984

The President
The White House
Washington, BDC 20500

‘Dear Mr. President:
D-Day 40th Anniversary June 5. 1984

Allow me to present a review of events meaningful on this
occasion. Why are we commemorating it?

"Lest we forget" -— the lives of 36 million victims of World
War I and the hope to aveoid World War 111,

"History gives you a general feeling for the past,
an awareness of the present, and
an inspiration for the future."

Let us look hopefully te our future on this occasion with the
courage of those who landed on the Normandy beaches June 5,
1944,
Cordi

Sid Cornell

Founding Chairman
San Diego Historical Society
Institute of History



D-BAY 40TH ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATION JUNE 5, 1984

Warld War 1l cost 36 million lives.

WORLD BLUNDER #1 - How did it start!

August 25, 1939, the Nazis and the Russians signed a mutual

aid pact.

September 1, 1839, the Nazis and the Russians invade and

conquer Poland within a month.

K September 3, 1839, Britain and other allies declare war on

Germany and Russia.

. June 22, 1941, the Nazis invade Russia and push them back
to the gates of Moscow.

. March 1942, Foreign Minister Molotov flies to Washington
to plead for help and supplies.

America responded. under Lend Lease. The allied merchant
marine untertook to deliver these supplies. Our men and ships
were risked on the run to Murmansk, passing through the Nazi U-boat
blockade and the severe cold weather torpedoings. Russia was
saved!

The Russians then began to advance west towards Nazi Ger-
many. At the same period, aillied troops landed on the Normandy
beachheads on June 5, 1844 and advanced eastward towards Nazi
Germany. On May 7, 1945, victory in Europe came about and became

known as VE Day.



WORLD BLUNDER #2. The Russian people were commemorating

VE Day 1984. That same day, their government announced that
they were quitting the 1984 Olympic Games., Why? Let us remember
the axiom - "Winners never quit, quitters never win." They and
their satellites by this action lose the opportunity to show the spirit

of togetherness and competition in the world of sports.

WORLD BLUNDER #3. The final blunder will obliterate all of

us and our children forever. Sometime ago, Alfred Nerth Whitehead
said. "A controversy is not necessarily a disaster, it can be an oppor-
tunity." The world is waiting for the opportunity to resolve this
controversy with words, not bombs. Let's speak up together, in
commemoration of D-Day June 5, 1984, for the memory of the
36 million victims of World War Il. Some were my family, my friends,

and my comrades — all were human beings!

Sid Cornell

Founding Chairman P. O. Box 9

Annual Institute of History San Diego. CA 92112
San Diego Historical Society (619]) 295-01148
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Counselor

FOR: AMBAS8ADOR RENTSCHLER

FROM: CHRISTOPHER BENZE--USIA

SUBJ: ATTACHED--DRAFT REMARKS FOR FRERCH
- IV OR D-DAY

1, Attached please find subject draft
to be delivered to AMBASSADOR RENTSCHLER,
ROOM 389, TRLEPHORE: 395-4614.

If there are Qny problems please call o
Chries Benre, 485-8618. Thanok you. :
Unnitad Staas indormation Apency



Draft Remarks for French TV on D-Day

While contemplating what I could say today to honor thosze
thousande of brave men who gave their lives in the largest landing
of troops from the sea in the history of warfare, I recalled the
words of anmother American President on another battlefield whose
nase will echo forever lu American memory,

“The world will little note nor long remember what we say >‘/ékwﬂ¢%éf22
bere”,sald Abraham Lincoln on the field at Gettysburg in 1863, “but o H. 7:/
it can never forget what they did here,”

Aud B0 it is today, There 1g no escaping the obligation which
those heroic men created——again in Lincoln’e words: “...that from
these honored &aad we take increased devotion to that cause for
which they gave the last full measure of devotion—that we here
highly resolve that these dead shall not h;ve died {n vain,..and
that government of the people, by the people,for the pecple shall
not perish from the earth,”

The troops who fought thelr way ashore forty yeare ago today
were the gignal of an American commitment to the freedom and
security of Earope which endures to this day. That cocanltwment will
epdure as long as it is needed. The presence of more than three
hundred thousand kmerican troops on Buropean soil today testifies to
that commitment,

The priceless legacy of those brave men—the dead and the
1iving~—hae been two gensrations of peace and prosperity in Europe.
Try to think of a comparable period in modern history. The

preservation of that legacy has been assured by the continuing



cooperation of that grand coalition of men and unations which made
possaible the ultimatre victory in that great wear.

Abraham Lincoln believed, although he did not live to inmplement
that belief, in tbhe necessity of reconciliation with former
adversaries, The wisdom of that policf hag been amply demonstrated
both 1n Furope and in the Pacific where adversariea have become
friends and allies,

Your country and mine are menmbers of an Arlantic Alliance whoge
founding dociment contains a pledge that the wmilitary forces created
under its avspices will never be used except in defense of the
territories of its nenbers.' Bat we have not forgotten an important
lehsson of the second World War—a war vhich must one day be known at
the "last”™ world war. Imporiﬁn,g with tyrammy can be a very costly
businege. That cost 15 measured, oot in the t,e;ttéred reputations of
politicians and statesmen, but in the precious lives of their
countrymen,

Refther should we forget that on that day forty years ago,
thousamdes of kilometers to the Rast, some were dying of the twenty
million Soviet people who gave thelr lives in an heroic defense of
their bomaland, Would that the memory of tbhosa Soviet citizeng,
who gave thelr last full measore of devotion, could be honorad—in

this year of rememberance—by a return to the bargaining tablea in

In thoge digcussions, ch unfo tely have umeces

for & T of =on , We are ¢ tted to an Bonest

atfeapt /to reduce,/ together with the Soviet Yeaders, the' levels o

weg - thus, tfa risk of a tagtrophic’ war, We ve

b
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offered, and c nclusion of

inue to offer, a ﬂtlation at the
which~=if ;
at

Each year thousands of smerican veterans return to the Normandy
shores to revisit tbe scane of that moaentous day, Many thousands
of them have returned today. Many hundreds of them are, tonighr,
guests In the homes of French families who also resember that day,
On their behalf, and on mins, I thanok you for your gracious
hospitality. .

One of the great harces of American history is a Frenciman,

That my countrymen and I continue to revere and bonor his memory is
nade plain by the scores of towns and streets and squares in America
which bear his name. A besutiful park upon which I look out each
day—directly across the street from my house in Washingtonr—ig
named in booor of the Harquls Marie Joseph de Lafayette, who served
as & General in the Amarican Revolutionsry Army. Valwable as his
military contribution wag, perhaps even wmore important to the more
than two centurics of friendship and alliance between your coumtry
and nine was anothar gct somewbat lear well kpoown in Americs.

On 11 July 1789, as a Deputy in the French National Assenmbly,
Lafayette introduced a bill calling for the passage of = declaration
of the rights of man. Formally adopted by the Assembly five weeks
later, 1t appeared as the presmble to the French Constitution of
1791, -

The congruence of philosc;phy.and commitment between the
Declaration of the Rights of Man and r.be Agarican Declaration of

Independence and Bill of Rights has provided the bed-rock on which

camot yet exc e a handshake of ded%
t signal mutual respect f(;r the interests th & .

[ LI NE ULSTEWERLE SRR



our long friendship and alliance was founded and has been . ... .. .. ..

sustained, Those documents proclaim thart all men are born, and
always continue, free and equal in regpect of their righte. Yhat
among these rights are Life, Liberty, and Pursult of Happiness.
These historic docusents also charge goveroments with the obligation
to govern only vil_:h tha Informed and continuing consent of the
governed, |

Properly understood, these theses have the potential rto attain
the unlversal assent of all mankind. The vitality and continuing
validity of these concepts &8 demonstrared every day in the free
pations of the world. Onr joint commitment to these fideals has

. endored and will epdure,

Wang #53BAG
drafted by: USIA/PG/JSandstron \6’
cleared: STATE/EUR/JHKelly Eﬁ' K
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Wty A7 NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

W/ May 28, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD DARMAN

FROM: ROBERT M. KIMMITT Boh .
SUBJECT: President's Draft Speech for Omaha Beach
- Ceremonies

Attached at Tab A is a revised version of the draft
Presidential remarks to be delivered at Omaha Beach. The
attached draft, written by State and NSC, refocuses the speech-
writer's draft -- which concentrated heavily on one personal
experience -~ toward a broad tribute to the sacrifices of the
American and Allied soldiers. It also draws attention to the
role of French Resistance which is important given the fact

that President Mitterrand will attend the ceremonies with the
President.

Attachment
Tab A - Draft Speech

cc: en Elliott




Mr. President, Distinguished Guests:

I come before you today as President of a country which has
buried many of its war dead in foreign soil. I look out on the
crosses and stars-of-David bearing names familiar to every
American and feel an overwhelming sense of awe for the supreme
sacrifice these men have made. From all parts of the American
nation these men came to a foreign land_éo face a éowerful foe.

They died 'to free Europe, knowing at the same time that they were

fighting to keep America free.

We stand today at a place of battle, one that 40 years ago saw
the worst of war. Men bled and died here for a few feet or
inches of sand as bullets and shellfire cut through their ranks.

About them, General Omar Bradley later said: "Every man who set

foot on Omaha Beach that day was a hero."

Words do not do them justice. Speeches cannot portray their
suffering, their sacrifice, their heroism. President Lincoln
once reminded us that -- through their deeds -- the dead of
battle have spoken more eloquently for themselves than any of the
living ever could, that we can only honor them by rededicating
ourselves to the cause for which they gave a last full measure of

devotion.




Today we do rededicate ourselves to that cause. And in this
place of honor, we are humbled by the realization of how.much SO
many have given to the cause of freedom and to their fellowman.
One such hero, Private First Class Peter Robert Zanatta of the
37th Engineer Combat Battalion, was one of the first to hit Omaha

Beach.,

"Someday I'll go back and I'll see it all again," he promised his
daughter Lisa, "I'll see the beach, the barricades, and the
graves. I'll put a flower on the graves of the guys I knew and
on the grave of the unknown soldier -- all the guys I fought

with."

Lisa Zanatta Henn recounted these wofds in an essay about her
father who bravely fought, and ultimately succumbed to, a battle
with cancer éight years ago. "So many men died," she wrote, "T
know that my father watched many of his friends be killed. I
know that he must have died inside a little each time. But his
explanation to me was 'you did what you had to do and you kept on

going A

Lisa is hege today, fulfilling a promise made to her father that
she would go in his place and see the graves and the flowers and
the ceremonies honoring the veterans of D-Day. "I will never
forget what you went through, Dad;" she concluded, "nor will I

let anyone else forget -- and Dad, I'1ll always be proud."
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SECRETARY OF THE ARMY
WASHINGTON

o 24 Maly 1984
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

SUBJECT: Proposed Input for Presidential Speech,
D-Day Ceremonies, Normandy, France --
ACTION MEMORANDUM

) Request your assistance in transmitting the
attached information to the White House for pos-
sible inclusion in President Reagan's D-Day
commemoration remarks. Proposed remarks are at
Tab G of the enclosure.

Inclusion in the President's speech will
help focus national attention on the important
role of the Army National Guard, in particular,
and the Total Army as a whole. It is important
to note that the proposed remarks announce the
formation of an additional infantry division in
the National Guard.

Thank you for your assistance in this effort.

Jo . Marsh, Jr.

Enclosure

DECLASSIFIED ‘
NLS _@_O_:lﬂ___ HEGRADED UNCLASSIFIED ¥iimy SEPARATED
6 FROM CLASSIFIED INCLOSURES .- -
120 NARA, DATE

SECRET SEC DEF CONTR No,x.}, 09612“[

CLOSEH




Possible Presidential Remarks at Omaha Beach

Even before dawn on June 6, 1944, two of America's most distinguished fighting
units, the famous lst Infantry Division (The Big Red One) and the 29th Blue
and Gray Division, a National Guard division from Maryland, Virginia and the
District of Columbia, assaulted these beaches. The 116th Infantry Regiment,
once commanded by our nation's most distinguished soldier, George Washington,
landed in the first wave on Omaha Beach. These heroic Virginians debarked
that morning from the USS Thomas Jefferson, named after another distinguished
Virginian. I am pleased to ammounce that the Department of the Army will
reorganize, within the National Guard of Maryland and Virginia, the 29th
Infantry Division whose colors have been folded since 1968.
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