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nay accept prime contractorship for a project. As such
projects will no doubt involve a large number of Israeli
corporations, our office will act as prime contractors dur-
ing the initial stages. At a later date, however, we may
select an Israeli company to serve as prime contractor,
and the SDI-Cooperation Program Office will revert to
the status of program manager.

There is a common misconception that SDI is a
defense pact on the operational level. Th  1.S. has made
it clear that-the SDI program is a resear * »rogram only,
and there has been no effort or plans tv iutegrate Israel
‘nto a defense system. Indeed American treaties and

greements with the Soviet Union (such as the ABM
reaty) preclude the production and deployment of deien-
ive weapon systems against strategic ballistic missiles.

So long as the US does not change its policy there will

e no operational deployment of these systems, and tests

will be carried out chiefly on the ground or by
simulators.

The U.S. is planning to invest approximately $26 bil-
lion for SDI-related technological development during
the next five years. Israeli participation can only account
for a very small percentage of that sum. Yet it is our belief
that the dividends to be derived as a result of Israel’s par-
ticipation, will be beneficial to the U.S..

Though Israel has not had experience in space technol-
ogy, the Americans have expressed their high esteem for
the Israeli science base. They believe that Israeli scientists
and engineers will be able to adapt their knowledge and
experience to the SDI program needs and make substan-
tial contributions.

Israel brings to the program many unique capabilities
and relevant experience. Israel possesses vast experience
in high-tech defense-related areas. Because of its small
size, communications among all echelons of Israel’s
defense-related R&D community are greatly facilitated.
By way of illustration, any defense industry plant in the
country is accessible by a maximum three-hour drive
from our Tel Aviv office. The distance from drawing
board to testing site is likewise only hours away. Thus,
on-the-spot visits and face-to-face in-depth consultations
can replace tedious and time-consuming bureaucratic
correspondence. Since most members of the R&D com-
munity know each other personally, difficulties can be
cleared up rapidly and amicably. Due to Israel’s informal-
ity and minimal red-tape, ideas are immediately commu-
nicated from user to developer and time required to
develop a working solution to a problem is considerably
shorter than elsewhere. Israeli scientists and engineers,
most of whom do reserve military service, are very famil-
iar with the practical demands of military systems. These
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considerations may account for some of the reasons for
the extremely low failure rate in Israeli defense develop-
ments and relatively low R&D costs, and why we believe
that the potential contribution of Israeli scientists, insti-
tutions and science-based industries to the SDI program
far outweighs the American investment.

Though the SDI research program is for military pur-
poses, we may expect that there will be considerable civil-
1an spin-offs, for the benefit of all. There are three stages
in the life-cycle of military research programs: The devel-
opment of technologies, their application to the program
in the form of development of weapon systems, and the
development of a wide array of civilian products using
the basic technologies developed for military purposes.
This life-cycle has been most dramatically illustrated by
Project Apollo in which the spin-offs of micro-electronics
nclude the microcomputers which have become a house-
hold item, and the digital watches we all wear. It may be
assumed, therefore, that the SDI research will eventually
have many civilian applications. Israeli industry will be
encouraged to look for civilian applications for the proj-
ects being developed for the SDI program.

Any agreement regarding advanced technology trans-
fers requires give and take, and acceptance of limitations
regarding end-use. This has always been the case during
the history of Israel’s receipt of American defense-related
technology or materiel for its own defense development,
and Israel has accepted and honored restrictions on the
end-use of Israeli products which may employ American
technology, components or subsystems.

As regards Israel’s participation in SDI, the situation is
somewhat more complicated inasmuch as there is a two-
way flow of information with the bulk flowing from Israel
to the United States. While there may initially be some
transfer of American know-how to Israel so that Israeh
researchers will not have to start from scratch in certain
areas, Israel, in the SDI program, will essentially be devel-
oping technologies and products with its own know-how
that will be transferred to the United States.

Though the U.S. will maintain licensing rights to
knowhow accumulated and products developed in the
course of the SDI program, Israel, in its negotiations over
the MOU, sought the right to use and to have a say in the
end use of knowhow it develops. This, to ensure that such
knowhow or products will not be transferred to countries
which may be hostile to Israel.

The SDI memorandum is another link in a large chain
of Israel-American cooperation. We are confident that
Israeli participation in the program will make a meaning-
ful contribution to the program’s success and will be ben-
eficial to both parties.

A former IAF officer, he has been employed by the Ministry of
Defense since 1965 where he occupied R&D managerial positions.

From 1979-82 he served as Defense R&D Attache at the Israeli
Embassy in Washington.
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IDF UNIT

THE EVOLUTION
OF THE GROUND CORPS COMMAND

by Jeff Abramowitz

Commonly - and erroneously — known as the Ground
Forces Command, the Ground Corps Command (GCC)
has been assigned the task of building up the IDF’s field
units and preparing them for battle. Under its authority
are the four combat corps units of the IDF — the Armored
Corps, the Paratroop & Infantry Corps, the Artillery
Corps and the Engineers Corps — as well as another unit,
set up as a direct result of the establishment of the Com-
mand - the Field Intelligence Body. During wartime all
these units are deployed by the IDF territorial command-
ers, who integrate them with the forces already under
their command.

IDF units are by tradition born in battle. Few, if any
of them were born in a battle quite like the one which
precipitated the establishment of the Ground Corps
Command.

The Beginning

Set up finally in 1983, the Ground Corps Command as
it exists today is the culmination of a long, and at times
vociferously acrimonious struggle within the IDF to cre-
ate a command which would be responsible for coordi-
nating the actions of the IDF ground forces. The prevail-
ing philosophy in the IDF - which has continually been
proven correct — is that any victory achieved by the IDF
will be a land victory; although the Air Force and Navy
can, and often do achieve spectacular successes, these
would be worth nothing if the ground forces did not suc-
ceed in their mission. The ground forces are considered
the fulcrum upon which an IDF victory depends, and it
is for this reason that the IDF is structured essentially as
a ground army. Hence over the years the General Staff
developed into a body which commanded the ground
army as well as the Air Force and Navy, whose task it is
to complement the ground forces.

This structure, however, was in itself problematical.
The General Staff, by virtue of the fact that it com-
manded all branches of the IDE had to deal with a wide
range of subjects, not all of them directly related to the
ground forces. This meant that the ground forces did not
receive the attention they deserved. Furthermore, while
the Air Force and Navy had direct advocates sitting on
the General Staff, in the persons of their commanding
officers, there was no one officer on that body who could
speak on behalf of all the ground forces.

It was a cumbersome set-up, and as early as 1953 there
was a proposal to set up, “within a few weeks”, a special
command which would be responsible for the combat
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doctrine and training of the ground forces. Nothing much
came of this proposal, nor of a similar one of that same
year whereby the IDF would create the post of Chief Offi-
cer of the Ground Forces. It is a measure of the impor-
tance accorded the issue that the same proposal, or ones
very similar, were raised again and again - in 1956, in

- 1966, in 1969, and in 1972. None of them made much,

or indeed any, headway; in 1972, for example there was
stiff opposition to the General Staff even studying the
idea.

Then came the Yom Kippur War. Perhaps no event
changed Israeli thinking so completely as did the surprise
attack launched by Egypt and Syria at 14:00 hours on Sat-
urday, 6 October 1973. It was an event which served as a
catalyst for a great many others, and after the final
ceasefires, when the shooting stopped and the post-
mortems began, the defense establishment had time to
begin an evaluation.

The war had been won, at least militarily, but it was felt
that the Israel Defense Forces which emerged from the
war were in bad need of an overhaul. In the first few days
of the war when IDF losses had been heavy the outcome
of the war had hung in the balance. The general consen-
sus, it would appear, was that some sort of change was
needed, that there had to be a re-evaluation of sorts, not
just in the IDF combat doctrine, but also in the IDF
structure, There was also some criticism of the way the
ground forces had performed, especially during the first,
critical days of the war. The feeling grew that what was
needed was a body which would coordinate the training
of the combat corps units.

The combat doctrine of the ground forces was also
examined. Following the successes of the 1967 Six Day
War, the IDF ground army was restructured around the
philosophy of the tank as the decisive battlefield weapon,
able to decide the course of any military engagement
fought on land, and in particular in the expanses of the
Sinai desert, where it was assumed the next major battle-
field would be. According to the doctrine developed in
the wake of the 1967 war, tank brigades were trained to
fight as the cutting edge of the armed forces, which were
now reorganized around them in conveyor-belt forma-
tions. Their task was to support the advance of the tanks,
which pulled forward the entire army. Everything
depended on the tank brigades; the infantry was trained
and equipped to fight in a supporting role, its main role
being to mop up in the wake of the tanks.

"This was essentially the doctrine Israel used at the start
of the Yom Kippur War, and the Egyptians, by using
infantrymen armed with anti-tank missiles, were able to

IDF JOURNAL Vol. 111, No. 3
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Charles D. Brooks

In March 1983, President
Reagan formally announced a
pioneering defensive strategy

predicated on the notion that itis

better to save lives than
avenge them, The president's
nlan, called the Strategic De-
ensive Initiative (SDI), was de-
iigned to replace the doctrine
»f Mutually Assured Destruction
‘MAD), a dangerously obso-
ete and immoral doctrine of
'olding civilian population
renters hostage to nuclear
wtack.

In israel, a nation faced with
the ultimate challenge of ensur-
ing self-survival, the presi-
dent’s vision and the invitation to
U.5. allies to participate were
met with great interest, After pre-
liminary discussions, Israeli
Defense Minister Yitzhak Rabin
formally responded to the
American invitation agreeing *“in
principle” to participate in the
indtial research and development
phases of the SDI program.

The strategic, economic and
political implcations of Israeli in-
volvement in SDI are signifi-
cant. The most immediate benefit
to Israel will be the develop-
ment of missile interception tech-
nologies. The invitation sent to
the allies specifically states that
the program will *examine
technologies with potential
against shorter-range ballistic
missiles,” and antitactical missile
technologies are likely to be

unong the first to be developed.

The use of surface-to-sur-

ace missiles against major cities
n the Iran-Iraq war has alerted
he Israeli defense establishment
oo the urgent need for such
:echnologies. Syria, Israel’s fore-
most adversary, has already
deployed highly accurate and le-
thal SS-21 missiles capable of
reaching Israeli population cen-
ters, air bases, storage depots
and other vital facilities.

Gen. Dan Graham, USA
(Ret.}, founder and director of
High Frontier, the organiza-
tion from which many of the con-
cepts for SD] arose, has noted
these implications for Israeli de-
fense planning. Obtaining de-
fenses against 55-21s, he said,
“would enable Israel actually
to defend itself . . , rather than
simply deter attack by threat
of retaliation.”

‘While the threat of retalia-
tion has served Isracl well in the

o
P%
r
[ Inapaper presented in testi- noted, a missile attack on vita!
mony before the Senate Armed Israeli installations would leave
“2rvices Committee, W. Seth the country dangerously vul-
H L . . arus, a military analyst for the nerable. In addition, he wrote.
Israeli SDI Participation Benefits U.S. and [srael  mearisearbicanin’ g iedwolopesone
ommittee (AIPAC), called atter would be insufficient to defend
ast, this option may no longer cide bombings in Lebanon and on to Israel's growing vulner- against such attacks, even if Is-
e effective in light of the chang-  the use of poison gas in the Gulf bility to missile attack. Carus rael knew of them in advance
1g realities of modern warfare war. To guard against the ointed out that by 1990 Arab Dr. Robert O'Neil, director
nd the increasingly fanatical growing ballistic misslle threat, rmies will possess large num- of the London-based Internatior -
character of Israel’s enemies. Israel must move beyond de- ers of surface-to-surface mis- al Institute for Strategic Stud-
Such threats are urlikely to deter  terrence to develop a defense les armed with sophisticated ies, has also pointed out the in-
enemies whose scant regard against missile attacks if she is -arheads. As the Arab inven- herent benefits of Israeli
for human life isreflected insui-  to survive. sry of SS-21 missiles grows, he See BROOKS, Page 21
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ton, D.C., and also servesasa
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master’s in international rela-
tions from the University of
Chicago.
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Omnibus Trade Reform Bill Signals
Change in Foreign Business Practices

By DAVID SILVERBERG
Defense News Staff Writer

WASHINGTON — A compre-
hensive trade bill introduced in
the House last Friday will alter
fundamentally the way this nation
does business abroad or become
a political football fit only for
election-year gaming

In its present form, the legisla-
tion would have far-reaching ef-
fects on industries that produce
militarily sensitive or high-tech-
nology goods. Companies in
these businesses have been buf-
feted by stringent expart controls
and massive imports, and the
measure is written to modify or
reduce controls on militarily sen-
sitive items and to reduce the ad-
verse impact of the controls that
remain, It also is intended to
force open some foreign markets

to American exporters. (See box R

onright.)

The House Ways and Means
Committee and the House For-
eign Affairs trade subcommittee
reported out their draft legista-
tion last week. Those drafts are
being consolidated by the office
of House Speaker Rep. Thomas
"“Tip” O'Neill (D-Mass.) into a
single omnibus bill which also
will include agricultural and fi-
nancial reforms.

After the House considers the
bill, it will go to the Senate which,
until last week, seemed content
to wait for developments in the
House and simply consider what-
ever was delivered to its side of
the Hill. However, there are now
growing indications that the Sen-
ate may take a more active role in
shaping the legislation’s ultimate
form. Sen. Bob Packwood (R-
Ore.), chairman of the Senate Fi-
nance Committee may hold hear-
ings on the legislation when it
comes to the Senate,

The administration already has

ep. Thomas Tip’ O'Neill

plans to consolidate a number of trade
reform measures into one bill,

made plain it will oppose any leg-
islation it considers protectionist.
U.S. Trade Representative Clay-
ton Yeutter, the first witness to
speak at the Ways and Means
trade subcommittee hearings, ve-
hemently opposed any changes in
current U.S. trade law, with the
exception of strengthening pro-
tection for intellectual property
rights. Treasury Secretary James
Baker, speaking to the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce before
the Tokyo economic summit,
warned that the administration
would oppose any diminution of
the president’s authority or legis-
lation smacking of protectionism.
And Sen. Bob Dole (R-Kan.), Sen-
ate majority leader, speaking at
an April 24 meeting of the Ameri-
can Committee on East-West Ac-
cord, an organization promoting
East-West trade, noted that some

of the proposed reforms force the
administration to take specific
actions.

"I don’t think that any adminis-
tration can support that," he
said. The executive branch would
lose its freedom of action and
much of its authority.

At the same time, Dole hinted
at a spirit of restlessness in the
Senate on trade matters. At a
meeting of leading senators and
the president on April 23 to dis-
cuss trade, the senators brought
word *‘that many of us in the Sen-
ate don't feel we've been proper-
ly consulted by the administra-
tion" on trade policy, he said. But
it remains to be seen whether
that will translate into any sort of
rebellion agalnst administration
policy when the legislation actu-
ally is considered.

Representatives of industries
that produce high-tech and mili-
tarily sensitive goods brought
their woes to the subcommittees
when the draft legislation was be-
ing considered. Most industry

representatives continue consid- *

ering the final drafts before pro-
nouncing judgment. However,
import-export associations which
have followed the legislation
closely already have reached
their conclusions on the final
results.

“From a free trade perspec-
tive, we have a lot of hesitation
on this legislation,” says Eugene
Milosh, president of the Ameri-
can Association of Exporters and
Importers. Milosh is upset with
numerous provisions, including
the provisions requiring the Unit-
ed States to retaliate against un-
fair trade practices abroadand
the transfer of authority to the
Trade Representative. He feels
some of the measures will invite
foreign retaliation.

“The focus of the legislation

Lavi m&fﬁ‘@c
engine run-

Israell Parhcnpatlon W||I Enhance SDl Beneflts

BROOKS, from Page 19

participation in SDI. O’'Neil be

lieves that Israel's involvement

will allow Israel to remain abreast

of the technologies central to -
ical missile defense.

Avram Schweitzer, a journali
with Israel's respected Ha'Are
newspaper, perhaps best d
scribes the benefits of SDI inter-

2ption technologies:

*“To be in on this kind of tech-
ology . . . could mean the pur-
hase of peace for Israel, or mor~
salistically, the imposition, b
on-aggressive means, of a pel

wanent state of non-belligerence
long its borders.”

Besides the utilization of missile
interception technologies, Israel
vill also benefit in other ways
rom participation in SDLAsrael's

r ture will be greatly en-
wwn «; Deing at the forefront
f the SDI technological revolu-
tion rnoffs. could-inelude

new ., _er systems,-energy

es, _communieation—devices,

.. cines-and consumer prod-

-ets. Research funds from SDI will

elp revitalize the universities and
1¢ Israeli scientific community.

SDI cooperation will be of criti-
cal importance to the lsrael de-
fense industrial base that will oth-
erwise be subject to foreign aid
cutbacks generated by the
Gramm-Rudman-Hollings deficit
reduction bill. In particutar, SDI
will provide jobs and revenues to
defense-related industries who
have already been forced to cut
back on research and develop-
ment activities because of lack of
funds.

America will also benefit from
Israeli involvement in SDI. Israel's
high state of technological and

Highlights of Import-Export Measures
In Trade Reform Bill

U.S, exports.
United States, |

Gives greater policy and deasmmakmg puthority to T U.S. Trade Represertstive
(USTR)am:euperuoim presioent in a wice vanety of areas.

B Requires action. and in some cases fetafiation, when forergn wolations of trade
or unfair trade practices are discovered, and sets bme limits and geadlines for taking action

M Requires investigations by the USTR when a foreign country 15 drscoverec urfary bamng

W Requires negotsat»ons th countries with 1arge, unwarmanted trade surphuses with the
cails for

imports.

reduction goats — but Congrss rus utimate authonty over
M Provides greater industry input in determining rebef for U.§ industnes affected bv formgr

PO

1l Widens the definition of dumping, the practice of salling items for iess than the cos: =
production, to include preferentiai toans (loans at concessionary rates) anc a00s factors it o
considered in determuning if dumping has pccumed. Businesses 20 INdVALATS INJUres by dumL
ing would have the ngm to bring suit against dumpers in the Cour: of internaniona’ Trade and -

action to meet surius
over the acuon

manufactured product,

ogies that have to be licensed for ex,
Consuttative Group of Nations
Commerce Department rather than the ex;
mandatory iInvestigations and negotiations,

=Creatsnnwgramtnexpamu .. trade abroad

I Prcmda for amons 2gainst resource mput suDsndls {he practice of a govemment sertmng
natural resource or the fight to remove it 10 2 JOMeSHC INCUSY?y 3% DEIOW Market vaiue "
reform bill authorizes the United States to impose a counttervaiing duty against the utrate -

- Decontrols over a three-year period hatf the items on the It of militanly sensitive techno

B Eliminates re-export controls to member courtries of the Coordinating Commttee of *e
CoCom).

g duMmped Droducts

B Puts the burden of proving that sansitive items are available :n communist countres on the
porter.
T Tries to remedy the lack of U.S. access to foreign telecommunications markets by mauinng

W Strengthens protection of intelisctual property nights (tracemarks Datents. copvngh's'

ortechnology aspartofa hrgev purchase.
specific business deals.

Il Strengthens prohibitions against bribery in intemational cormerte. eitber on the par ~
foreign firms doing business in the United States or U.S. firms doing busmess abrosc.
I Requires annual country by country reports on foreign economic anc trade nol»c:es

an ENCY Zroud on counter-t: ad . the practice of partenng goocs servicr
Gives 3 legal mandate to a fung nmgnec to hight the tormigr Dractice of tving toreigm 212 ¢

has become market-closing rath-
er than market-opening,” agrees
Paul Murphy, vice president for
government affairs of the Nation-
al Foreign Trade Council, an or-
ganization of about 600 U.S,
companies doing business
overseas,

Jules Katz, assistant secretary
of state for economic and busi-
ness affairs in the Ford and Car-
ter administrations, calls the pro-
posed legislation ‘‘monstrous”
and cites as particularly objec-
tionable the provisions requiring
mandatory action. What is worse,
he argues, is that the United
States itself would not meet the
standards it establishes in the
legislation.

Nor should sponsors of the bill
expect chh support from con-

sumers if Consumers for World
Trade is any indication. The
1,000-member nonprofit organi-
zation, which lobbies on interna-
tional trade matters on behalf of
consumers, also opposes the

legislation.

*'I wish I could say somelhmg
nice about it, but I can't,” says
the orgamzanon s president. Do-
reen L. B

Almost as damaging to the leg-
islation as the lack of outside sup-
port is the possibility that it will
become a partisan political issux
The bill is a Democratic initiatrve
coming just before mid-term elec-
tions, and it has the potenval to
become a club used against an
administration committed o free
trade principles.

Brazil, Chile Arms Deal Expected

By SUSAN BRANFORD
Defense News Correspondent

SAQ PAULO, Brazil — Military
sources say that before the end of
the year Brazil should sign a deal
with Chile for the sale of military
equipment worth about §1
million.

Talks began in March during
the International Air Fair in Santi-
ago. In April it seemed they might
flounder after the Pinochet re-
gime was strongly criticized dur-
ing the 42nd session of the Unit-
ed Nations' Commission on
Human Rights. But, partly be-
cause Brazil does not have a

scientific capability can be utilized
in SDI research. The Israeli De-
fense Forces demonstrated an un-
foreseen mastery over command,
control and communications by
downing more than 80 Syrian jet
fighters with no losses during the
recent Lebanon conflict. Their ex-
pertise in battle-tested technol-
ogies would immensely enhance
development of weapon systems.
In addition, the Israelis are known
for their rapid turn-around times
from research and development to
making weaponry operational. Is-
raeli involvement can serve to cat-
alyze the entire SDI program by
accelerating the pace of the effort.

Israel's acceptance of Reagan’s

strong internal lobby pressing for
a boycott of military sales tn
Chile, the negotiations conunued
if very discreetly.

The Chilean armed forces are
considering purchases for EE-T.
Osorio tanks, the Astros 2 multi-
ple rocket launcher and Tucan«
military trainer planes The
QOsorio is produced by Engesa
Brazil's main armament manufac-
turer. It weighs 33 tons and 1~
equipped with a 1 20mm cannon

It is considered similar to the
West German Leopard and 15 be-
lieved to cost about $74 millior:

invitation to participate in SDI
should yield invaluable dividends
particularly in the critical area of
development of ballistic nussile
interception technologies. Unabie
to match the quantitative advan-
tage in weaponry accumulated by
her numerous adversaries. Israel's
involvement in SDI should enable

Israel can on!y be part of this
srategic, technological, economic
and political revolution if SDI i
funded and promoted by Con-
gress. With the help of Israel's
friends in America, SDI may prove
to be the most important project
ever undertaken by the two alljes.

..
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Though Egypt is fully confident of the Sudanese people’s
awareness and realization of the dangers surrounding them, we
call for further vigilance, because the troublemakers have begun
to raise their ugly heads to practice their abnormal hobby of
fomenting sedition. :

Israel’s Role in U.S. Space Defense Program Viewed
PM071226 Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 3 Apr85p 13

[Dr *‘Abd al-Mu.n‘im Sa‘id article: *“The United States and
Israel: Star Wars”]

[Text]Richard Murphy’s visit to a number of Arab countries with
the aim of exploiting the Jordanian-Palestinian accord and Pres-
ident Husni Mubarak’s proposals for motivating the peaceful
settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict during his recent visit to
Washington is drawing nearer; at this time the United States is
taking steps that are diameterically opposed to this goal.

U.S. Defense Secretary Caspar Weinberger has invited Israel to
participate in the “star wars” research program, that is the
antimissile defense system. The invitation was made as part of
an invitation to the U.S. allies as well as Japan and Australia.
Undoubtedly Reagan’s new step is related to his policy of global
confrontation with the Soviet Union through his “special
defense” [as published] program. He is trying to reduce opposi-
tion to the program from the United States’ friends by giving
them the feeling that they are participating in it, despite the fact
that U.S. technological superiority in this field is unquestionable.
He is also at the same time, trying to forestall any attempt by
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Moscow to drive a wedge between Washington and the other
Western capitals.

However, what is of interest to us here is not the “star wars”
program as such, for this is a matter of interest to other capitals
that pursue the same global policies. What concerns us is why
Israel is to participate in this program. One one hand such
participation is directly opposed to the settlement process which
Washington is allegedly seeking because it means deepening the
U.S.-Israeli strategic understanding at a time when Israel is
occupying Arab territories, building settlements on them,
repressing their inhabitants, and committing all sorts of barbaric
actions. Washington cannot conceivably expect [srael, whose
economy it fully subsidizes and whose military machine is U.S.-
financed so that it can attain strategic superiority over the Arabs,
to yield to requests for making concessions at the negotiating
table. As if all this is not enough, Washington is now inviting
Israel to participate in the “star wars”.

What is surprising is that [srael, although an advanced state, has
nothing to offer this complex research program. Israel's
advanced technological status is largely due to the West in
general and to the United States in particular. Therefore, we
would imagine that Israel will not be participating in the program
as much as being informed of it and of its results. Thus Israel will
once again receive a precious gift of military technology that
combines the utilization of space satellites, space stations, laser
weaponry, and energy guidance systems in order to strike at land
targets. It is as if the superiority in conventiona! and nuclear
weapons to which Washington has contributed is not enough:
Space weapons have to be added to them. J



PRSI YT

IR I TN

more than 100%. While the executive
agreements that conclude base negotia-
tions are just promises to make a “best ef- o _
fort” to ébtain congressional support for PUBLISHED BY JEWISH TELEGRAPHIC AGENCY
an aid package, Congress confronts a vir-
tual fait accompli wt_len the ‘‘commit-
ments" finaily appear in the annual secu- 165 WEST 4GTH SIRELT
rity assistance request. These multiyear
base agreements must be a prime target -
for reform if Congress is to btil;x;)g tfjuture s?-
curity assistance Into line with budget real- .
ities };md preserve future flexibility to ad- de ’ M 24 , 1985 No. 99
just aid to changing needs abroad. -
Pressure for a reform has yet to find
expression in Congress, at least not in the

authorizing committees where aid to Israel
is virtually unquestioned and only modest .
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cuts are proposed elsewhere in foreign aid. STAR WARS OFFICIAL SUGGESTS ISRAE}_'S
The day of reckoning Wit come e mine DEFENSE CAN BENEFIT FROM THE SYSTEM
appropriations process where final funding A

lé:/!:els_are determined and the tgte:il f9trI; By Judith Kohn -

' gﬁg-::dr%g;iﬁes tg];ts t\mblel rfecggicrleem:}or WASHINGTON, May 23 (JTA) - The director of
cuts in domestic programs and severe lim- research cr:d. fe.chnolog for the United Si'ai'eils, Strategic .
itations for theih admmtxst{att;lonfs diefen?g Defense Initiative (SDI), commonly dubbed "Star Wars,
program. If in this context the foreign-a : suggested today that the development of a nuclear de-
pie cannot be increased, Congress and the : . fegfe rogram %’n space could hcg/e a direct impact on [s-
administration will be forced to come to B c;!) og %ql. . r !
grips with the implications of increases for raell efepse capabilities agcms! co.nvenf!ona Wweapons.
Israel and E%yg:. QfJOEgjiefan baS; com- Asked in aWORLDNET satellite interview with Euro-
mitments, and the indefinite aependencies di i 3 list hether the SDI. i hich

. . pean and Israeli journalists whether the SDI, in whic
nged by the securlly assistance pro- the U.S. has invited Israel to participate, could also
d Dependency serve to intercept short range missiles in the Middle East,
EnAt thigepointCongress‘may have to con- Lt. Gen. James Abrahanson, director for the SDI or-
sider such painful alternatives as cutting ganization, an office of the Defense Pepcrt-me.:nf, said
out all funds for the Lavi, holding Israel that some of the very short range tactical missiles
military aid at the 1985 level to make room . that threaten Israel as well as Europe are “a very
for emergency e;l:tc;nomlc t;l'iid' aggl ::ttg\lg difficult problem "
id to base-ri countries. . .
?Jges: effort” glevels specified in base . But he added, "l believe that as we are successful
agreements. \y assistan - with that, then it can contribute not only to the nuc~
The overall 1986 security assistance pro- . _
gram should be cut by at least $1 billionas . leqrt'Stmflefl-:c d:"ﬂ:fi:;, bUf_ GJSZé'Of;hf! many, rmlfny con
a contribution to reducing the budget defi- -venrional threars are inde cing many of our

cit and as a signal for the administration

1 allies in different ways than they are threatening the
* and recipient countries to plan on a declin-

United States. But | think the answer is yes, simpl

ing level of aid In the future, especially af- ‘ and clearly yes. Advanced technology can be appried

gﬁﬁé‘ es}lcltourl?iunalsooenact legisg;:xtion re- gof oply i ;_1 the strategic arena, and"thqf is one of the

uiring the president to submit plans for enefits of a participative program.

léndiﬂgg the iﬁdefﬂ_ﬂte dependency of secu- - " Israeli pcrficipdf}io:n in ﬁ'\e SDI has been a topic of

rity assistance clients or Justify why this debate in the Knesset since Defense Secretary Caspar

°a“1’~‘§§s‘§en§’e‘;’§?m’f‘s (‘?ocmac?j:c'e the execu- " Weinberger extended the invitation —- also proposed to

tive branch to reevaluate the purposes and - NATO dllies and Japan and Australia -~ last month.

long-run costs of 2 program that has suf- Israeli Minister of Science and Industry Gideon Patt

;ﬁ;‘;d gﬁﬂﬁggﬁg&%&?&ﬁﬁféﬂ: g has endorsed the idea, recommending that Israel seek

gressiona! restraint. Billions in this and fu- | : to become involved in "civilian aspects” of SDI re-

ture budgets are at stake. g search. He said that Premier Shimon Peres and Defense.
- : ' Minister Yitzhak Rabin were favorably disposed to Is~

Mr. Shaw, a senior gssociale of the Car- s ticinati

negie Endowment for International Peace, | : raelt pariciparion. . .

headed the military assistance branch of Abrahanson said lsraeli participation in the SDI

the Bureau of the Budget and the Office of could cover a broad range of areas, including some of

Muanagement and Budgel, 1967-1980.

the more conventional applications of some of the ad~

vanced technology, meaning improving missiles == mak-
ing missiles more effective.
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‘Star wars

Israel attracted
by spin-off

Rehovot

ISRAEL is almost certain to accept the
invitation it has received from the United
States to participate in the Strategic
Defense Initiative (‘‘star wars’’) research
programme.

If the government does so, it will enjoy
the support of most of the scientific
community, which hopes that the project
will provide research funds that are no
longer available from other sources and
also create positions for young scientists
who might otherwise leave the country.

Professor Josef Singer, president of the
Haifa Technion and an aeronautical
engineer who has himself done defence
research, supports Israeli participation but
warns his colleagues that they should not
expect the United States *‘to spend billions
of dollars and to engage thousands of
scientists and engineers’’. '

Singer points out that the US armed
forces have already spent millions of
dollars over the past 30 years in support of
research projects at institutes in Israel.
““And'’, he says, ‘‘while Israel stands to
gain more in resources and know-how, it
also has a contribution'to make. Other-
wise, it would not have been invited to
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~Star wars

France rallies European forces

THE French government is determined to
shake Europe awake, and to encourage all
the nations of Europe to take a great leap
forward in science and technology, by
creating a new European research organi-
zation with considerable powers and funds,
dubbed “Eureka’’. Or it may be that the
French government is scared stiff of parti-
cipation in the US Strategic Defense Initi-
ative (SDI, or star wars) because it feels this
might suck France dry of some of its best
weapons technolgies, and wishes to form
a common European industrial and re-
search front. Eureka would be that front.

Which is the truer picture of French-in-
tentions? Probably both are true, which has
made it a little difficult for Western
European foreign ministers to respond to
an urgent letter, proposing the flexible and
rapid creation of Eureka, addressed to
them last week by their French opposite
number, M. Roland Dumas.

In the letter, Dumas says that Eureka
(which in a rare French linguistic conces-
sion he gives the English name *'European
Research Coordination Agency’’) would set
up major programmes half-funded by
Eureka and half by industry in optronics,
new materials, high-powered lasers, arti-
ficia] intelligence, high-speed and ultra-
miniaturized microelectronics and space.
Any European state should be able to join
in any programme, Dumas suggests,

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE

SCIENCE.. .CONTINUED

Mirrors of such precision may sig-
nificantly enhance the quality of fu-
ture astronomical telescopes. More-
over, the diamond lathe could make
them in any size and of any kind of ir-
regular shape, so as to permit novel
telescope designs. At the other ex-
treme in size, the lathe could be used
to grind perfect contact lenses for
eyes with unusual impairments.

Weapons laboratories are develop-
ing special multilayered mirrors
capable of focusing and bending
X-rays, which pass right through or-
dinary mirrors. These X-ray optics
will find applications in the emerging
field of X-ray astronomy.

The batteries of supercomputers
operated by the weapons laborato-
ries, when not employed in designing
weapons, are being used to develop
mathematical models helpful to as-
tronomers, weather forecasters,
shipbuilders and others. The mathe-
matical modeling of events that take
place inside a hydrogen bomb explo-
sion, for instance, is applicable to the
explosion of a supernova star,

Livermore has also shed light on
the nature of the cores of such giant
gassy planets as Jupiter and Saturn.
By subjecting hydrogen to the intense
pressures produced in an explosion,

scientists have reproduced conditions
in planetary cores, where hydrogen
becomes a metallic solid.

Eager to Share Discoveries

Computer modeling of the turbu-
lent flow of gases, important factors
in a nuclear explosion, may have
some bearing on global weather pat-
terns and forecasting. Another type of
computer modeling under develop-
ment at Livermore and elsewhere is
expected to help in the design of boat
and ship hulls, and one current
project aims at improving yacht de-
sign for the next America’s Cup re-
gatta.

By and large, American weapons
laboratories are eager to share the
discoveries and technology they turn
up, provided they can do so without
violating national secrets. The diffi-
culty, spokesmen for the laboratories
say, is that commercial manufactur-
ers often insist on exclusive rights to
whatever processes or, inventions
they get from the laboratories, and
this is sometimes impossible,

“Maybe the most important thing
we do for private industry,” said Su.
zanne Monaco, director of Liver-
more’'s technology transfer depart-
ment, *‘is to show people what can be
done. We have a kind of can-do atti-
tude toward every problem we ap-
proach, and it rubs off on the outsid-
ers we try to help.”

leading to a ‘‘variable geometry’’ Europe
for research. But what research? Dumas’
shopping list is remarkably similar to one
that might be drawn up by SDI, rather than
the new technologies in general (where is
biotechnology, for example?), but the letter
does not mention SDI by name.

Nevertheless, French interest in creating
what the Prime Minister, M. Laurent
Fabijus, calls *“a European area for
research”’ is well known, and long pre-dates
interest in SDI. France has doubled its
government civil research spending since
President Mitterrand came to power in
1981, but now realizes that France cannot
go it alone against the United States and
Japan. Thus Pierre Papon, director-general
of the principal French research council,
the Centre National de la Recherche
Scientifique (CNRS), which has 10,000
researchers, made a detailed tour of Europe
last year seeking bilateral research
agreements, and the present research
minister, ex-president of the French space
agency the Centre National d’Etudes
Spatiales (CNES), has also shown himself
a dedicated European.

But these individuals and others in the
French science political scene may be’
getting impatient at the pace of European
integration in science and technology.
ESPRIT, the European programme of
research in information technology,
flagship of the European Economic¢
Community (EEC) programme in
integrated ‘‘pre-competitive’’ research, has
been extremely slow to spend real cash, and
for the moment can claim only that it has
brought a few European companies to the
same table. The only really working
institutions of any size seem to be the
European Organization for Nuclear
Research, CERN, which has only a
moderate economic impact, the European
Space Agency (ESA) of which Curien has
been chairman, JET (the European fusion
experiment, with impact only far in the
future) and the European Airbus.

France wants much more, and earlier this
month Jacques Delors, the new French
president of the European Commission (the
EEC bureaucracy), tried to provide it. In
a written presentation, he asked European
ministers at a summit meeting to double
EEC research spending from its present
three per cent of the Brussels budget to six
per cent, and he linked the increase with
the need for Europe to respond to SDI.
Ministers — who at present in the 10-nation
EEC must agree any proposal unanimously
— threw out both ideas. Many states were,
it seems, prepared to increase the research
budget, but by nothing like the factor of
two, and the SDI link was described by

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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‘US pressure' on Japan

Tokyo .

THE US Strategic Defense Initiative (‘‘star
wars'') seems to have found a fan in
Japan's Prime Minister Yasuhiro
Nakasone, who has been extolling its vir-
tues in recent Diet speeches after his
meeting with President Ronald Reagan in
Los Angeles earlier this year. Pressure for
Japan to make its support official is being
kept up by a series of visits from US ex-
perts. The real issue, however, is how far
Japan is prepared to move from its pacifist
constitution, which prevents participation
in collective military efforts.

At the end of last month, US Defense
Secretary Caspar Weinberger formally ask-
ed Japan as well as other US allies to in-
form the United States within 60 days
whether it is willing to participate in the US
research programme for the Strategic
Defense Initiative (SDI). Weinberger’s re-
quest was immediately followed up by a
series of visits to Japan by US military ex-
perts and a delegation from the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) to

*‘explain’® SDI and to look for areas of
cooperation.

Although the 60-day deadline has subse-
quently been dropped by the United States
as a bureaucratic ‘*error’’, further teams
of US experts are expected in Japan, star-
ting this week.

Japan’s space technology is of course still
relatively backward and largely developed
under US licence. But where Japan has
something to offer is in its electronic com-
munications technology, particularly in
the use of extremely-high-frequency
microwaves to transmit huge quantities of
data from satellites to the ground.

Japan’s defence agency has, in fact,
already completed a study of SDI aimed at
assessing the efficiency of both chemical
and nuclear-pumped X-ray lasers,
Although the study seems to say only that
enormous improvements in aiming ac-
curacy would be required to shoot down
intercontinental ballistic missiles, that it
was carried out at all is an indication of the

ISRAEL, . .CONTINUED
participate.”” He expects there t0o be
benefits for Israel in the high-technology
industries. And off the record, other Israeli
scientists say that star wars research,
although primarily aimed at finding a way
to bring down Soviet ballistic missiles, may
help to improve Israel’s military potential
closer to Earth. Specifically, they speculate
about the development of an innovative
deterrent that might compensate for the
fact that shortage of money and manpower
make it difficult for Israel to match the
military build-up of its Arab adversaries.

A dissenting opinion comes from
Professor Giora Shaviv, an expert on space
research at the Haifa Technion, who
dismisses the invitation to Israel as a
propaganda move and says that Israeli
researchers ‘‘have no real role to play’’ in
the star wars scheme. A small number of
politicians and academics have raised the
subject of the moral and political impli-
cations of Israel’s participation in the US
programme.

Meir Stiglitz, who teaches a course on
nuclear weapons at the Hebrew
University’s International Relations
Department, claims that Israeli leaders are
so blinded by the immediate benefits of
cooperation with the United States in this
sphere that they overlook the potential
long-range dangers. As he sees it, these
include the possibility that Israel may
become a *‘desirable and legitimate’” target
for Soviet nuclear missiles, and might be
attacked in order ““to send a message’’ to
the United States. Nechemia Meyers

- FRANCE...CONTINUED

some participants as ‘‘half-baked’’, rushed
and ill-prepared. There seems to have been
no collaboration between Delors and the
French government over the issue, and it
may be that Delors had had wind of the
Eureka proposal and wished to put up an
EEC stake, fearing the likely weakening
effect of Eureka on Commission power in
research.

Nevertheless, Delors was unsuccessful,
and now Dumas has proposed Eureka,
determined, it seems, to see something hap-
pen for European research. But the an-
nouncement of his initiative last week in
Paris was not made through the usual chan-
nel, the Wednesday council of ministers
meeting, but direct from the ministry of
foreign affairs itself. Staff of CNRS ‘‘read
about Eureka in the press’’. There seems
to have been ‘‘a little problem of com-
munication’’ between the foreign ministry
and the research council, though Pierre
Papon ‘‘has since become involved in
discussions”’, . .

Moreover, the links with defence have
clearly become stronger, as Dumas’ letter
to foreign ministers was delivered a few
days in advance of this week's meeting of
the Western European Union, a recently-
revived forum in which seven of the major
European states discuss defence matters.
The letter is intended for discussion ‘‘on
the margins”’ of the meeting. Dumas.will
no doubt be expressing concern about
French industry, in which spending on ar-
maments has become the principal compo-

extent of Japanese interest.

In theory, Japan should have no military
forces at all; Article 9 of the constitution
(forced on Japan by the United States at
the end of the Second World War) says that
*‘land, sea and air forces, as well as other
war potential, will never be maintained”’.
In fact considerable “‘self defence*’ forces
have been in place for years. But until very
recently the Japanese government has
regarded supplying military technology to
foreign countries as going much too far.
In 1983, however, considerable pressure by
the United States forced Japan to accept
a bilateral agreement allowing the transfer
of military technology to the United States
~— again, US interest lay largely in the com-
munication field.

Star wars would be another step up in
Japan’s military involvement with the
United States, but would be seen as a step
onto a slippery slope by opposition socialist
parties, Government representatives have
already had to resort to semantic juggling
to make a possible involvement respectable,
Military technology transfer is as yet poss-
ible only to the United States, but SDi

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE

nent. Last year, for the first time, France
exported more arms to the United States
than it imported from that country. And
-recently a number of French companies in-
‘zluding Thomson, the nationalized elec-
‘tronics company, have gone well into the
‘black through trade in armaments, much
iof it to the Middle East. Often this trade
irelies on high technology weapons, such as
:Exocet, the missile which was so dangerous
‘to British ships in the Falklands conflict.
'France does not seek a one-way drain of
.expertise or experts to the United States
‘through premature involvement in the star
‘wars programme.

{ Thus Dumas is concerned by the posi-
‘tion of Britain, where foreign minister Sir
'Geoffrey Howe has criticized SDI so
.strongly (on strategic grounds) that France
fears Britain may not participate at all.
Dumas is slightly happier with West Ger-
many, with which France has increasingly-
been developing a special relationship in
Europe. There, Chancellor Kohl has ex-
pressed full support for Eureka but has
gone further than the French by agreeing
separately with the United States to take
part in the SDI research programme. Kohl
will send a team of negotiators to
Washington to discuss the matter, he has
told the Bundestag.

Some united participation in SDI is what
France wishes to see. And it is even prepar-
ing its public SD1 is *‘star peace’’, not *‘star
wars”’, defence minister Charles Hernu
claimed on French radio last week. “*And
France must have its place in this star
peace”’, he proclaimed.

Robert Walgate
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Leaders View U.S. Space Defense, Arab Relations
 — ‘
Prime Minister Peres
TA181246 Tel Aviv BAMAHANE in Hebrew
- 17 Apr85pp 10,11, 55

[Interview with Prime Minister Shim'on Peres by Brigadier
General Yosi Eldar, chief IDF education officer; Lieutenant
Colonel Avi Lavsky, chief editor; Arab affairs correspondent
Hayim Raviv, and assistant editor Yosef Argaman — in the
Prime Minister’s Office on 8 April]

[Excerpt] Question: Why do you support Israel’s participation
in the U.S. “star wars” plan?

Answer: We have received an invitation the exact nature of
which we have not determined. The invitation was extended in
principle, and we accepted it in principle. I still do not know what
the Un;ie‘d/s‘iam is offering us. In principle, however, star wars
is not justanother U.S. strategic move. It is a new dimension i m
the technological, scientific, and strategic spheres.

The ascent to space constitutes a revolution in human life, and
we still do not grasp the scope of this revolution. What is termed
“star wars” is actually a departure from earth and a journey to
a world with completely new conditions. I expect the American
| to reach the peak in their star wars technology within a decad
Perhaps toward 1992, which will mark 500 years since th

/ discovery of America, we will discover a new America and a ney -

world, different from the ones we have known.

f I also expect American interest in international conflicts on earth
i to be lessened. The United States will move in completely ne;
dimensions. It is not a matter of buying a ticket in order to fly
from earth to space. This ticket is far more revolutionary in ajl
possible areas:
ment, new computers, everything will be new, and in 10 years
. everything will be judged according to this new yardstick.

Question:  Is this why Israel should join the project?

had invited an Israeli to join his ship. I, for one, would have

Question:  However, this plan has an aspect that is actually
anti-Soviet.

Answer:  The truth is that Israel does not have an anti-Soviet
policy. However, the Soviets have an anti-Israeli policy, and all
our attempts to change that fact have failed. The Soviet Union’s
anti-Israeli policy does not stem from the fact that Israel poses a
danger to it. It stems from the fact that the Soviet Union
methodically and in all areas supports the Arab side. It has not
behaved in this manner because it loves the Arabs more than the
Israelis, but because in its global calculations vis-a-vis the
Americans, it decided that it was preferable to join the Arabside.

ISRAEL

-Answer:

new metals, new communications, new mové-

Answer:  Yes. [t is like joining a new era. Imagine if Columbus

supported this invitation, no matter what he was going to dis- |
‘ cover,

Answer:
+ age groups. Who is the victim of unemployment? Primarily the
- younger generation. It is not absorbed, and everything is closed

Qucstlon. . With your permission, let us descend from space to
reality-in order 10 discuss something that is closcr to our hcans.

B :.-. M
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and perhaps even more so to our stomachs. How soon will we
extricate ourselves from the economic muddle? Do you think you
can succeed where others have failed? '

Answer: | do not like the words “you can succeed.” The

country will succeed — this is not a personal matter. The answer, -

in my opinion, is yes! To bring about this success we must exert
efforts in several spheres, and it will not happen overnight.
Superficially speaking, | could say that if Israel would decrease
its imports by 15 percent and increase its exports by 25 percent,
it would then be out of the muddle.

Can Israelincrease its exports by 25 percent? Undoubtedly. Will
anything happen to us if we decrease our imports by 15 percent?
Certainly not. Therefore, we have the potential to extricate
ourselves from our present situation. The real problem is how to
recruit this potential in a country that is truly democratic in
essence, a country that has lived with sweet illusions for a very
long time.
Question: s the problem entirely economic?

Naturally, in order to make the changes we must
make some structural changes in the economy, not only changes
in personnel. The outstanding thing in Israel is that out of 1.4
million workers, only some 450,000 are in production, whereas
the rest are in services. [ doubt whether the services really serve
the citizens. | think they are more of a burden.

In every period of our lives we have built more and ‘more
administrative networks, building new ones without disbanding
the former ones. We must, therefore, make structural changes.
Our concrete objectives for this year are to decrease imports by
at least 15 percent, the balance of payments deficit to between
$1.5 to 2 billion, monthly inflation — which is the greatest of all
evils — from double digit to single digit, begin a new policy of
investments and growth, and do all this without causing unem-
ployment, Because today you find modern society divided into
new classes: -a class of employed workers that lives com-

fortably, and a class that is pushed aside and barely manages to ..

exist.

Question: 'Whom in particular are you referring to?

Unfortunately these classes are mostly divided into

to it. This generation in Israel is composed of released IDF
soldiers. I am trying to prevent this situation with all my might.
The question regarding the solution of our economic situation is
whether to procced at a fast pace, to make changes and risk
unemployment, or whether to proceed at a slower rate in order

{10 prevent unemployment. I chose to proceed slowly and prevent

ur.employment Despite all the bleak prophesies made at the
beginning of the year that unemployment will soar, we in fact are
a country without uncmploymcnt, and [ am very proud of it. It

_ - |is true that the healing process is taking longer; however we are

avoxdmz another disease, because in healing one part of the body

} Fyou run the risk of infecting another part.
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o air refuelling systems. =~
@ Strengthening of both the
landing gear to allow an ncr
gross ht.

L4 lns::ll!gﬂon of a new communications system.
® Replacement of the existing radar with a

it.
?og:ormn of a “smart weapons®® capability

d the necessary software packages to
‘gc.mdllsulsn computer and weapons delivery/

navigation system. :
rvice life by more than 2,000
® Increased se

flight hours through modifications,
correction of fatigue problems, engine improve-

ments and other changes. This would include
replacement of the !mln wing spar.

IAI is carrying out the F-4 mod-
ernization programme in two
phases. The first consists of installing
the new engines, adding conformal
fuel tanks and installing modern
avionics tailored to the air-to-air
mission. . i

The second phase will include in-
stallation of canard surfaces, wing

- refurbishment, including structural
modifications to alleviate fatigue
and other problems that have been
defined over the years, plus installa-
tion of a 600-gal. belly mounted fuel

tank.

nose and main
ease In aircraft

. -PHANTOMS

Work has started on Phase 1, and
the first flight of the modified Phan-

-tom is planned in 12-15 months,

according to the magazine,

According to* IAI sources, the
*‘upgrading” could become one of
the IAD’s major income earners
within a short time. In addition to
upgrading Phantoms, the IAI, Avia-
tion Week reports, is geared to mod-
ernize and refurbish Dassault-
Breguet Mirage 3/5/50 and F-1
series, the McDonnell Douglas A-4
Skyhawk, the Kfir, the Northrop F-5
and Soviet Mig-21s - the last two
being only in the planning stage.

Aviation Week reports that nego-
tiations are underway with a number
of potential clients. ‘

The PW 1120, 400 of which were
planned to be built for the Lavi, will
eventually be produced in Israel at
Beit Shemesh Engines, though there
is some doubt about this, The com-
pany, despite an injection of capital
and new management, remains in

trouble. =
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PERES URGES

{Continued from Page One)

to the country’s challenges and not
to other challenges.” )

Labour Secretary-General Uzi
Baram also spoke about the de-
teriorating coalition relations. He
argued that they are part of “a
deliberate Likud attempt to heat up
the atmosphere prior to the Histad-
rut elections.” The Likud-Labour

wrangles are*not the kind that .

threaten the national unity govern-
- wmant he said. Baram added: that

oy

coalition storm, Shamir asked the
Likud ministers to exercise restraint
and self-control. According to Sha-
mir, the Likud ministers were only
responding to Labour provocations.
The unrest in the coalition is chief-
ly a function of the coming Histadrut
elections, Shamir said. o
The consensus: was that- Likud
ministers must do nothing that might
undermine the government, lest the
Likud not get its turn at the helm,
when Peres is to step down in Sha-

* mir’s favour.

By WOLF BLITZER

Jerusalem Post Correspondent
WASHINGTON. ~ U.S. officials
are hoping that Israel will agree to
participate in President Ronald
Reagan’s controversial Strategic De-
fence Initiative (SDI).

Israel’s involvement in the re-
search and development of the so-
called “Star Wars” system, U.S.

+officials said, could help ease con-
gressional opposition, especially
among Israel’s many supporters.

Defence Secretary Caspar
‘Weinberger has written to the Nato
allies, Japan, Australia' and Israel,
seeking their cooperation in the
scheme. He has given them until the
end of May to respond.

In a letter to Defence Minister
Yitzhak Rabin, Weinberger wrote:

s [EBp N
"Washjngtz)/ﬁ ho’1/;i'ng Israel
tojoin ‘Star Wars’studies |

“Many of our allies have informally
expressed an interest in participating
in this research programme. At the
same time, some of our friends have
sought clarification of our policy and
attitude toward such cooperation. I
am writing to you today both to
make clear my government’s views
on this important subject and to
begin a direct dialogue with you
thereon.” :

. U.S. and Israeli officials yesterday |}
agreed that the inclusion of Israel in |38
the SDI proposal represented a step |[#8
forward in Israel’s achieving full ally |&
status with the U.S. The willingness [#
to include Israel with America’s |

.other allies has grown out of the {#
- U.S.-Israeli strategic cooperation J3

agreement of November 1983, they/

! )
said. -
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- {Continued from Page One)
down the school’s steel door, while
other policemen broke into the
building through a side door. ™.

Police arrested the first 30 stu-
dents to leave the building, only to
discover that more students were
hiding in the basement. Five of the
students reportedly suffered serious
blows to the head and were treated
on the spot before being locked up.

A Jerusalem police officer said
among those detained were several
persons not belonging to the school,
who came there in the morning to
agitate the students.

Police found dozens of empty bot-

B_osa¥a lona, |

tles, piles of stones and iron poles in

po P .

ARABPUPILS

parts of the Old City.

(Itim) ..

Ve

Ibrahimiya is a private high school #
and the two-year preparatory col- S
lege has been added recently. L

Elsewhere in East Jerusalem,@
where there was only partial re-#
sponse to a strike called, there were g
some disturbances. An Egged busgiis
passengér was lightly injured whedf
the bus'was stoned in Wadi Jos. Tireg
were burned in the Street of thél
Chain in the Old City, and stong;
were hurled at passersby in variou$!

"~ Families of the Ashkelon secu
prisoners held a quiet demonstra
in front of the International

Cross offices in East Jerusalg
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Jerusalem today-in an attempt to ~"The ComrTttee Is-arse - - .
resolve thé price dispute among the  cyss immediate price. i
threé Lo YT e Some 330 jtems. At a
', *+'The committee is due to discuss Monday, Histadrut Iej
- ..propasals for freezing prices - after Trade Union Departmer
- allowing across-the-board inicreases.  Haim Haberfeld  oppa;
* The two proposals on the agenda are creases for some 70"i;é.5
that of Histadrut secretary-general (Continued on Page 2, -

" Child allotrients may
-~ soon be tax-free
- By AVITEMKIN . tax bracket or above pa

Post Economics Reporter for the allotments for 1
- Parents are likely to stop having  children. .
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‘Denver Boot’ hits
Tel Aviv streets toda

Jerusalem Post Reporter

TEL AVIV. - From today, “*Deqver
Boots” will be clamped onto ‘the
wheels of cars parked illegally in T%I\
Aviv's streets as well as on side-
walks.

The locking devices were intro-
duced in Tel Aviv 10 days ago for
cars parked on pavements only.

As of today they will be put onto
cars parked at bus stops and at
spaces reserved for handicapped
drivers, diplomats and others.

So far 550 cars have been locked
into immubility by the *‘boot,’ it was
learned. Mayor Lahat told reporters
this week that there has been a
decrease in the number of illegally
parked cars in places where the boot
has been in use.

Noinjuries,damage
in Afula bomb blast

AFULA (Itim). - A bomb exploded
in Independence Square here yester-
day causing no casualties or damage.

The device, which police said was
very small, was hidden under a con-
crete bench. Several people were
arrested for questioning.

STRIKE. — Students of the Practical
Engineers College, run by the
Technion and the Labour Ministry
went on strike yesterday to protest

added. L1 <7b?§‘1
\‘ -/ ' \,
ﬂres: Mustnot
miss joining in
U.S. ‘Star Wars’

Jerusalem Post  Reporter
SHALLEA . = PrimeMinister Peres sees
Israel’s participation in the U.S.
“Star Wars” programme as an oppor-
tunity not to be missed “*in our own
effort to be aland of science and high
technology.™
*I warn the opponents that if we
refuse, the Americans will go with-
out us, and that would be unfortun-
ate for us,” he told the Friends of
Haifa University at a dinner on
Tuesday night.
Peres also stressed the importance
of higher education, saying that “we
have nothing to look for from the

land, which is poor in resources, but -

we can assure our future from our
people.” :
» Education Minister Yitzhak
Navon told the university’s board of
governors that he didn’t understand
how the government could make
such extensive cuts in the higher-
education budget.

Honorary PH.Ds were awarded
by the university to Peres, Morley
Mitchell Cohen of Canada and Shlo-
mo Zalman Strochlitz of the U.S.

Other doctorates were conferred
on the late Prof. Benjamin Akzin,
the university’s first pro-rector, and
on Jacques Attali, economic adviser

to French President Francois Mitter-
rand.

the conditions of the institution.
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By LIORA MORIEL
Jerusalem Post Reporter

BEERSHEBA. - An unusual
-anthropology course is enabling stu-
dents at Ben-Gurion University of
the Negev to get credit toward their
BA while helping Ethiopian children
with their homework several hours a
week.

“The idea is to teach a regular
course in anthropology with such
topics as cross-cultural conduct,
acculturation and cultural relativism
in a scientific way. without
stereotypes...and to deal with the
subject matter not only theoretically
but also to go out and learn in the
field.” says Dr. Shmuel Ben-Dor,
head of the university's behavioural
science department and the man
behind the project.

The project also has an Ethiopian
adviser, Rahamim Yitzhak. one of
the first Ethiopian Jews to study at
an Israeli university. “*My purpose is
to bridge the gap between the Israeli
and. the Ethiopian socicty.” Yitzhak
says. “The fecture is important, but
the onc-on-one relationship be-
tween the student and the child is
even more important.™

Ben-Dor said that the course
evolved before the mass immigra-
tion of Ethiopians took place last
year. “One of our graduates, Gadi
Ben-Ezer, started workipg with
Ethiopian youths in Ashkelon two
years ago...the two of us, along with
two students, began a series of talks
with Ethiopian immigrants about
their absorption problems. We real-
ized that we simaply don’t compre-
hend what's going on.”

To understand the newly arrived

{Continued from Page One)
ders, some of them politically impor-
tant (today).” )

State papers, according to the
Archives- Law, should be declassi-
fied and opened to the public after 30
years unless reasons of state security
or defamation of character require
their continued secrecy for a further
20 years or more. )

But the government, wm} the ex-
ception of the Foreign Ministry and
the Prime Ministcr’s Office, has no
standing declassification and screen-
ing apparatus.

1f someone wished to see Justice
or Agriculture Ministry papers from.

194849, for cxample, Alsberg can
decide if he or one of his staff should
do the screening; if he should apply
to the ministry concerned to do the
screening; or if he should release the
files. As the ministries concerned
have no screening personnel (or
budget for it), such_ /appllcations
almost invariably end in failure,

In 1982 Charles Kamen, a

m
&

sociologist then employed at the
Central Bureau of Statistics, asked

STATEPAPERS

state, was allowed, on an “informal™
basis to look through many of the
ministry’s files after they were cur-
sorily screened by an official of the
office of the Arab Affairs Adviser.

In early 1984, as other researchers
began to seek for permission to see
Minority Affairs Ministry docu-
ments, Kamen was abruptly in-
formed that he could no longer see
any of the ministry files.

The files, which number several
hundred, were given for screening to
Naomi Niv, a translator and editor,
who is the wife of Irgun Zva'i Leumi
historian (and former member)
David Niv. She had been appointed
by then Prime Minister’s Office
director-general (and former Lehi
member) Mattityahu Shmuelevitz
and then Prime Minister's Adviser
on Arab Affairs, Binyamin Gur-
Arye. Alsberg had endorsed the
appointment. .

But the guidelines given Niv-who
is not a trained archivist or historian
- by Gur-Arye and his assistant,
Yitzhak Reiter. were not those laid

Niv usually turned to Reiter or Gur-
Arye for clarification.

Niv denies that she was instructed
to classify files dealing with expul-
sions and expropriations but says she
cannot remember what guidelines
she was given, and by whom. She
ended up classifying dozens of
Minority Affairs Ministry files, in-
cluding many dealing with major
subjects, such as Beersheba, Lod
and Ramle. .

At least some of the important
documents classified by Niv are
available at the State Archives in the
files of other ministries; one such is
Minority Affairs Minister Bechor
Shitrit’s report of July 13, 1948 on his
visit on July 12 to newly conquered
Ramle. The report, submitted to the
cabinet on July 14, said that Shitrit
had been told by senior IDF com-
manders in Ramle that they had
orders to expel the inhabitants of
Ramle and neighbouring Lod
forthwith. The expulsion, ordered
by Operation Dani Headquarters on
Julv 12 (when Yitzhak Rabin was
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Peres Doubts U.S. Agreed to International Conference
TA301019 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew
1000 GMT 30 May 85

[Text] The prime minister does not believe the reports from
Washington about an agreement between the United States and
Jordan to hold an international conference on the Middle East.
Our correspondent Gershon Meller reports that in the course of
a visit to ‘Akko, Prime Minister Peres said that in a message he
received from the Egyptian president, Mubarak also expressed
his misgivings about holding such a conference. According to
Peres, during his last meeting with U.S. Secretary of State
George Shultz the two were in agreement that such a conference
would serve no purpose. The Soviet Union supports the extreme
Arab positions and would only confront Israel with an extremist
rejection front. According to the prime minister, an international
conference would attempt to circumvent the need for genuine
negotiations to settle the dispute,

Peres Urges Participation in U.S. Space Defense
TA300718 Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English
30 May85p3

[Excerpt] Haifa — Prime Minister Peres sees Israel’s participa-
tion in the U.S. “Star Wars” programme as an opportunity not
to be missed “in our own effort to be a land of science and high
technology.” ’ :

“I warn the opponents that if we refuse, the Americans will go
without us, and that would be unfortunate for us,” he told the
Friends of Haifa University at a dinner on Tuesday night

Peres, Shamir Discuss Tabah Arbitration

Shamir ‘Might’ Agree
TA290749 Tel Aviv HADASHOT in Hebrew
29 May 85p7

[Report by Ilan Kfir)

[Text] Foreign Minister Yitzhaq Shamir might agree to transfer
the Tabah dispute to international arbitration, if Egypt returns
its ambassador to Tel Aviv forthwith. Shamir’s new approach
came to the fore in political consultations he held in Jerusalem
with the prime minister, and results from the fact that Egypt
firmly stands by its objection to the conciliation process he had
demanded earlier. Prime Minister Shim‘on Peres supports a
political process with Egypt according to which Israel will accept
international arbitration on Tabah in exchange for the return of
the Egyptian ambassador to Israel and the full implementation
of the normalization accords.

Egypt has thus far continiied to maintain its opposition to return-
ing its ambassador to Tel Aviv before the arbitration process has
begun. Israel, on the other hand, insists that the Egyptian ambas-
sador return immediately after Israel makes an official
announcement on its readiness to engage in arbitration proce-
dures.

ISRAEL
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Yesterday the prime minister sent an oral message to President
Mubarak, informing him of the inclination to transfer the Tabah
problem to international arbitration. A breakthrough on Tabah
would lead to a summit meeting between Mubarak and Peres in
the very near future,

In political contacts between Egypt and Israel, the Egyptians
probed the possibility of erecting memorials to the Egyptian
soldiers who fell within Israeli territory,

The. delegation of directors general headed by Avraham Tamir
and David Kimche departs for Cairo today for the next round of
talks with Egyptian Administration officials, in a bid to work out
a political package deal between Israel and Egypt.

Peres Sends Message to Mubarak
TA291447 Tel Aviv IDF Radio in Hebrew 1405 GMT
29 May 85

[Text] Israel will propose transfering the Tabah issue to interna-
tional arbitration with the aim of deciding the dispute within 6
months. This is the message conveyed by Prime Minister Shim‘on
Peres to Egyptian President Husni Mubarak via the Egyptian
petroleum and mineral resources minister. This suggestion is also
acceptable to Foreign Minister and Vice Prime Minister Yitzhag
Shamir.

Peres’ Office Denies Arbitration Formula Concluded
TA300930 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 30 May 85p |

[Report by ‘Agiva Eldar] *

[Excerpts] The vice prime minister and foreign minister will
today confer with Prime Minister Shim'on Peres to complain
about Energy Minister Moshe Shahal’s interference in the Tabah
issue. Shamir asked for an urgent meeting with Peres to deter-

. mine whether the remarks attributed to Shahal — to the effect

that he had agreed with the Egyptian minister of petroleum, ‘Abd
al-Hami Muhammad Qandil, on the formulation of a letter of
arbitration regarding the dispute over Tabah — are correct.

The Prime Minister’s Office last night stated that Mr Peres had
not approved any formula of arbitration which was allegedly
concluded in the talks between Shahal and Qandil.

Minister Shahal last night rejected the foreign minister’s com-
plaint that he had interfered in the Tabah issue. According to
Shahal, all the contacts during Qandil’s visit on finding a formula
for arbitration were held with the foreign minister’s knowledge
and even his blessings.

Shahal, Tamir, Egypt’s Qandil View Talks
TA290903 Tel Aviv ITIM in Hebrew 0820 GMT May 85

[Text] Ben-Gurion Airport, 29 May (ITIM) — Egyptian Petro-
leum and Mineral Resources Minister ‘Abd al-Hadi Muhammad
Qandil said at the end of his visit to Israel that he does not
remember having mentioned after the meeting with the prime

~






US—ISRAELI COOPERATION IN SPACE
A public debate has erupted in Israel over the
invitation to participate in the “Star Wars”
project (DufI-60). Reaction to the idea has
been generally favourable among the military
and science communities and major political
figures have expressed interest in the offer. De-
fence Minister Yitzhak Rabin sent US Defence
Secretary Casper Weinberger a message of
thanks for inviting Israeli participation, and
Prime Minister Shimon Peres was reportedly
impressed by the potential technological pro-
gress inherent in the US initiative.

It is believed that Israeli participation would
not only benefit local advanced-technology in-
dustries, but also grant new opportunities to

Israel’s underemployed scientists, Such coope--

ration is seen as a continuation of ongoing
programmes.

Research and development is currently be-
ing carried out in the Technion, the University
of Tel Aviv, the Weizman Institute, and various
high-tech companies, which could be of great
value to the American programme. In fact, Is-

raeli scientists have participated in aeronautic

and space research projects funded by the US
Army for a number of years, Presently, research
in rocket propulsion and computerized avionics
systems is being carried out in the laboratory of
the Faculty of Aeronatucs at the Technion in
Haifa, with United States Air Force funding.

The Israel Space Agency was set up two
years ago and an agreement was signed with
NASA concerning the construction of a laser-
beam satellite-tracking station in Israel. Part of
a worldwide network, the station will soon be
in operation in a former police station outside
of Jerusalem. Israeli scientists will aJso be in-
volved in one of the Space Shuttle projects.

Pentagon spokesman, Richard Birch, has
stated that private Israeli companies would be
invited to participate in the SDI project. They
would be allowed to take part following govern-
ment confirmation and the receipt of satisfac-
tory guarantees that classified information
would not change hands, Meanwhile, Israel’s
military attache in Washington, Uri Simhoni,
and project head, General James Abramson,
have met to discuss the issue and a delegation
of Israeli scientists has been invited to Washing-
ton in order to be briefed so that they may
later make concrete proposals. As we go to pres
press, the Israeli government had made no final
decision regarding participation in the Strategic
Defence Initiative,

US SECRETARY OF NAVY VISITS ISRAEL -

Secretary John Lehman’s April visit in Israel
was described by Israeli sources as “highly suc-
cessful.” Lehman stressed the close relations
between US and Israeli armed forces and raised
a number of ideas concerning possible Ameri-
can aid to the Israel Navy. During a tour of
Israel Shipyards (where he arrived on the Israeli-
built missile boat Moledetr of the Reshef class),
he stated that “‘the Israel Navy needs defensive
equipment as the answer to threats to her se-
curity. We will continue to ensure the defensive

30

capability of the Israel Navy,” The US Secre-
tary was greatly impressed by the high level of
training, dedication, and morale among navy
personnel.

ILehman met with Defence Minister Yitzhak
Rabin and discussed the military situation and
Israel’s defence requirements. It was agreed that
Israel would purchase three conventional diesel
submarines at a price of $350 million. The
vessels will be built in Haifa, Israel Shipyards
will undergo niodemization and engineers will
be introduced to new technology. The upgrad-
ing of the Haifa Shipyards will enable the US
Sixth Fleet to receive technical services which
were until now available only in a few European
ports. American investors have expressed inter-
est in acquiring a 50 percent partnership in
Maspenot, the Israel Shipyards,

Advanced weapons systems developed in
Israel especially for the navy will be fitted into
the new submarines. It is also possible that
these systems will later be purchased by the US
Navy or that other systems will be jointly devel-
oped by both countries,

Additional deals were also announced during
the Lehman visit, Israel will purchase a number
of American-built missile boats. Conversely, the
United States will Jease 12 more Kfir F-21A
fighters for a west coast-based squadron, joining
the 12 Kfirs now in operation on the east coast.
The US Navy is interested in purchasing 10
more Mastiff mini-RPVs from Israel. The Navy
purchased 12 of these aircraft from Tadiran a
year ago, '

TERRORIST ATTACK BY SEA FOILED
An israeli missile boat discovered and destroyed
a terrorist vessel 166 kilometres off the coast of
Tel Aviv on April 20, The terrorists opened fire
upon detection and their boat was consequent-
ly sunk, It was reported that the boat had
carried 28 men on board, eight crewmen and
the rest trained to carry out an aitack on Is-
rael’s largest city; Tel Aviv, Eight terrorists were
pulled from the water and three rubber craft as
well as RPGs, Kalachnikovs and other weapons
were found. Abu Jihad, right-hand man of
Yassir Arafat, announced from Tunis that he
had personally briefed the terrorists. It is be-
lieved that an attack was planned on the IDF
Headquarters for Israel Independence Day on
April 26, an act which would have severely
affected the morale of the country.

Israel Navy Commander, General Avraham
Ben Shoshan, had lectured on the topic of
terrorist attempts to penetrate Israel’s coastal
waters only one day before the terrorist vessel
was sighted and destroyed. Shoshan stated on
April 19 that the PLO was in process of acquir-
ing sophisticated means for attacking by sea.
He suggested that attacks would continue as
Israel’s entire industrial and civilian infrastruc-
ture is situated near the coast and presents an
attractive target. The Navy Commander also
surveyed the growing Arab fleets, Every Arab
state except Jordan and Lebanon now employ
sophisticated missile boats and naval equipment
held by Arab countries is often more advanced

o oY

than that owned by European states. The
Libyan navy is being modernized at an especial
ly fast rate. L

IDF BUDGET: CUTS TO THE BONE
Defence Update continues to follow develop-
ments resulting from cuts in the IDF budget.
Measures taken to conform to budgetary de-
mands placed on the military by Israeli cabinet
decisions are now being felt by almost every
soldier. Assistant Army Chief of Staff, General
Dan Shomron, outlined the IDF work plan for
the coming year to a group of journalists for
military affairs on April 17. The general stated
that *“the IDF in 1985 will be a poorer, smaller
and thinner army. The period of austerity now
being entered by the IDF will bring about pain-
ful reductions in the conditions of army service
as well as relatively serious damage to reserve
duty training,” In addition to shortened reserve
duty stints already detailed in Defence Update
(DU/I-58), budgetary cuts will also affect food
rations. There will be two meatless days every
week, Soldiers will also receive less clothing and
equipment and less fuel will be allotted to unit
vehicles, Furthermore, new building projects
will be cancelled and officers’ cars which fall
into disrepair will remain out of service. Lastly
(for the time being), pilots will train fewer
hours in actual flight while devoting more tinie
to training on simulators. Shomron stressed
that the regular army will be less affected than
the reserves with regard to training.

OUT BY JUNE SIXTH ~

The IDF will complete its withdrawal from
southern Lebanon by June 6th, the third anni-
versary of the beginning of the Lebanon war,
All interim stages prior to final withdrawal have
now been completed and the IDF is currently
situated on what is considered to be the “secu-
rity line,” Following ‘total withdrawal, the
Southern Lebanese Forces will control the
security strip on Israel’s northern border with
as yet unspecified backing from the IDF. The
strip ranges from 8 to 15 kilometres in width
and is intended as a buffer zone between north-
ern Israel's towns and terrorists based in
Lebanon. )

The topic of continued terrorist activity
following withdrawal from Lebanon was recent-
ly addressed by Defence Minister Yitzhak
Rabin when he stated that any future attempt
to carry out attacks in Israel will be met with
full force. “With attacks on Israel, we're not
talking any more about defending IDF troops
in Lebanon, but rather about defending the
State of Israel and her citizens. For this, we'll
take much harsher steps than we’ve taken until
today,”

Defence Update /61

- —



Israel Invitation' To ‘Star Wars’ Program
Wins Applause From Science Ministry

Jerusalem (JTA) — Minister of
Science and Industry Gideon Patt
said last week that he favored Is-
rael’s participation in the Reagan
Administration’s controversial
Strategic Defense Initiative
(SDI), dubbed Star Wars by the
media.

The Likud-Liberal’s statement
on a radio interview was the first
public reaction by a Cabinet
minister to U.S. Defense Secre-
tary Caspar Weinberger’s recent

invitation to Israel to join the SDI
research. '

The U.S. invited its NATO al-
lies, Japan, Australia and Israel
to participate. Patt made the
point that this was “a significant
compliment” to Israel inasmuch
as Washington approached only
those countries it believes have
the scientific and technological
know-how to contribute to the re-
search.

Patt conceded that there would
be political “connotations” for Is-

rael if it joined the project, far ex-
ceeding any that may arise from
the recent agreement to allow the
U.S. to erect a Voice of America
radio transmitter in Israel to
relay broadcasts to the Soviet
Union. Many Israelis opposed the.
transmitter on grounds that it
would involve Israel in the prop-
aganda war between the U.S. and
the USSR.

Patt said that Israel should
seek to become involved in “civi- -
lian aspects” of SDI research.

L o
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NEWSSTAND

Why Istael Should Take Part in the ‘Star Wars Project

BY ISRAEL LANDRES

TEL AVIV—Israel’'s possible
participation in America’s “Star
Wars” project has sparked a public
debate here. The dispute is over two
main questions. In principle, can
Israel refuse the American offer to
take part in the project? And from
a practical point of view, what can
be Israel's contribution to the pro-
gram and what are its potential
benefits to our economy?

It seems obvious here that one of
the main reasons for the American
offer is the hope that Israel’s in-
volvement in the program will en-
courage some of the more liberal
critics of the scheme on Capitol Hill
10 support it. But this aspect of the
offer is not discussed by the Israeli
press.

Israel a U.S. Ally

The prevailing view here is that
Israel should say yes to the Ameri-
can proposal. Maariv says that even
if it's highly doubtful whether Israel
has anything to contribute to the
“Star Wars” project, “when the
U.S. asks all its friends and allies
throughout the world to lend a hand
to the scientific effort involved in
manufacturing weapons that will be
able to intercept nuclear missiles as
they make their way to the West,
Israel cannot be the exception and
argue that it is willing to agree only

to a one-way system of relations in
which the U.S. gives and we take.™
As for those who are apprehensive
about the Soviet reaction to Israeli
participation, “they seem to forget
that to date Moscow has not shown
any excessive fondness for Israel—
and it would be difficult to cause a
worsening in relations that haven’t
existed for 18 years.”

Technological Gains

‘ediot Ahronot thinks that Is-
rael should not respond negatively
to the offer because Israel cannot
allow itself to disregard the “great
technological advantages that will
accrue to it through participation in
the project.” QOther reasons, the
paper says, include the fact that
“Israel is situated in a region in
which initial use of missiles is be-
ginning to be made although, fortu-
nately, not nuclear missiles.”

Moreover, the popular evening
paper argues, an Israeli rejection of
the offer will lead to a brain drain
of laser experts, something Israel
can hardly afford. As for the possi-

wﬁmwmmm—ms
ready supplied the U.S. with de-
talls about onry, 1s it
¥é a Moscow
;ﬂibg_mxed_mmgu_pmciagmby
srael’s minor contribution 1o what
is after all a r ject and in
any case will not show concrete

rﬁ%m
avar contends that an intelli-
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gent Israeli reaction to the Ameri-
can offer can benefit Israel withou
doing it any harm. “Since lase
technology is in any case on the
ag of the Isra Stab-
li nt, ootaiming U.S. Tunding for
su ojects will allow Israel indus-
tey—te—make progress—in  medical
N otier areas as well—while in-
tensifyifig the precedents for U‘b;
I i i n As
fi e inter-bloc aspects of the
matter, “our position on one side of
the fence has long since been decid-
ed.” Concluding, Davar says that
the subject calls for “a quiet and
substantive clarification.”

An Expert Dissents

On the other hand, some dissent-
ing views have also been expressed.
Space scientist Prof. Giora Shaviv,

who was recently engaged 1i estab-
lishing the Space Research Institute

at_the HalTechan, saus_that
the U.S. invitation to Israel is more
o_! _5 Em_ : n ESimen-
tific_project with content. aviv,
quoted by Maariv, believes that
Israel has very little to contribute in
this sphere, which is highly ad-
vanced and requires vast invest-
ments.

Shaviv says that Israel’s ability
to participate in the program is
limited because it has no experience
in high-powered lasers, its know-
how in particle acceleration is in
the area of nuclear physics, and the
country hasn’t gone into the kind of
research required for “Space Wars”
because it lacks the -money. “Qur
scientists aren't doing research
that's relevant to “Star Wars,” Sha-
viv' says. Nevertheless, he adds,
there are a few areas where Israel
might be able to make a contribu-

- tion.

While Shaviv doubts the practi-
cal value of Israel’s contribution to

the project, Mapam’s Al Hamish-
mar warns against the political im-
plications of Israeli involvement.
“No doubt,” the paper says, “some
in Israel will cast a covetous glance
at part of the $26 billion, and what
it can do for Israeli industry, while
others will argue that Israel’s eco-
nomic dependence on the U.S. ren-
ders a negative reply out of the
question. This is, however, a fateful
decision for Israel. Anyone who is
aware of the weight that the USSR
attaches to this U.S. plan must
respond with a polite but firm ‘no’
to U.S. invitation.”

“Israel,” leftist Al Hamishmar
concludes, “has as many reasons as
European countries not to get in-
volved in ‘Star Wars’ for security
reasons and has the added consider-
ation of the fate of Soviet Jewry.”

gainst Paternalism

Haaretz, commenting on reports
that the Jewish Agency is spending
$50,000 annually to maintain each
Ethiopian immigrant family in Is-
raeli hotels, warns that this method
of absorption is not only expensive
but self-defeating: ‘“The Jewish
Agency’s playing guardian to the
immigrants may well teach them to
be too choosy regarding work and
living places, thus in fact putting off
the date when they will be forced to
stand on their own two feet. The
moral damage caused by prolonged
stays in absorption centers and
hotels will be severe.”

The independent paper recom-
mends halting the immigrants’ iso-
lation from the rest of society and
the “paternalistic treatment” being
given by the Jewish Agency. “It's
the only way the Ethiopian immi-
grants can rebuild their self-respect,
which may be damaged so long as
they feel they are being treated like
children who require supervision.” &
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“4 tech- entrepreneurs.”

H1gh-Tech

" CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
- owns the Iscar companies.

forelgn industrialists: “Don’t send
. us presents, don’t give us money.

- products on. the market, help us
create a younger, generatlorf of high-
Weértheimer
said_that Israel needs. 1,000 such

* Shimon Peres who was a pioneer in

infrastructure under David Ben-Gu-
'; rlon, Wertheimer sees Israel énter-

The settlement of the land and .ts
.defense have. has been achieved;

-. centered around high-tech. -

" la’s chairman, Robert Galyin, who
. was in Israel this sumier for the
-~ Jerusalem Economxc Conference,
. had hlgl‘l praise for' the govern-:
- ment's' incentives and termed the
. “climate for investment “excellent.”

= In. order for innovative Israeli
- companies to make it big, foreign

investment and marketing hélp are’
" essential. Motorola is one. of 150

' .vested in Israel, and the number. is.
growing - rapldly According to U.S.
Undersecretary of Commerce Lionel
Olmer, new .opportunities. will be

-l opened up, by the- U.S.-Israel. Free

Trade Area, and one can expect a,

Louis Rapoport-is a Jerusalem *
Post reporter, .and - this article is
published. simultaneously in’. the
Long Island Jewish World and the

| Philadelphia Jewish Exporient.

Wertheimer recently told visiting

Invest in Israeli firms, buy our.

" entrepreneurs. Like Prime Minister.

. ‘building - up the .defense industry"
Jing"“the third.stage of Zionism™_

* now Israel must create an economy

-~ The-foreign firm ‘With the  biggest -
. smgle investment "in Israeli high-
- tech is Motorola, ‘& concern with a

~. $5 billion annual turnover. Motoro-

Y
q

7

. - J {says.
-U.S. firms which have récently i 'E: brains; and I found brains, brains,

\J {brains in Israel. T felt hke a kid m a,

big increase in Israeli er_qgorts orice .
ot comes mto effect.

gl gector owes its
ongm t;o the . sop‘hrstlcated defense
industry; itself a beheficial side ef-
_fect of the state of war that has
" plagued Israel sihce its foundation.
After Charles de Gaullé’s shut-off of

. spare parts for Israel’s Mirage fight-'

ers, the country’s largest company;
Tsrael Ajrcraft Industries,expanded
its activities to'designing and build- :
ing tombat jets. Spin-off industries .
" developed in the 1970s with venture
capital from Israeli banks and from-
_ American friends of Tsrsel, such as
New York financier Fred Adler.

In the ‘early 1970s, Adler backed
a' new enterprise called Elscint, .
founded -by Avraham Subami, a
. young, Turkish-born physicist. To-
day, Elscint is in the mt.ernatlonal
* forefront in the field of medical
_.imaging.’ Adletr ‘was recruited by "
" Dan Tolkowsky, head of the invest-
ment arm-of the $12 billion Israel
. Discount Bank. Tolkowsky, a for-
~mer commander of the Air Force,
also helped propel Scitex- into the
high-tach stratosphete, where it is
.transforming the graphics. - ‘and ;
pnntmg industry with _computer
* devices that automate the reproduc-
tion"of color imagés. ¢ .

Jsrael _“turned me on,” Adler
u always get turned on. by |

candy store.”

" One hears the same theime con-
stantly: Israel has more MIT ‘grad-
uates pér capita than any country"
outside the U.S., a skilled labor?/
.. force, fop techmcmns and scientists

who have fnade’ significant strides’ |

in the fields of avionics, ‘agrotech--

and ‘medical electromcs and solar

nology, - conimunications, “military [,

energy. " '
- Over the past decade, the govem-

_ment hasg invested about $1 billion' *

“in setting ‘up new industrial enter--
_-prises and expanding existing ones
-in order to boost exports. But in the

cuts, such aid is likely to dry up.
Israel's total _exports last ‘' year—
- goods; services and industrial prod-

", ‘ucts—ainouritsd to $11 billion.
“Two. firms stand ‘out - among the -

- .dozens of Israeli high-tech success

stories; Elscmt and Scitex. Elscint’s .

. Subarni,- 49, is a drlven man who,
hke Weft‘helmer, is a great beéliever
” in entrepieneurship as the only.-way
. to save Israel.. Suhami agrees with

" Peres that the salvation of the'.
| economy.depends on- high-tech, but

Suhami equates Peres with French

~‘socialists like Franéois Mitterrand. -

: wake of. recent draconian budget -

Suhami says that-Perés Is pushing a -

new ‘brand_ of - socialism .that. hds
‘been blended wit hlgh tech m the
 belief that it will bring wealth. “But

-the socialist .twist is to rédistribute

*that wealth It’s niot .working in
"Only the American way .
’ works, .Suhami, says, .which means - |

France.”

high-te¢h mixed “with

entrepreneurshxp, not socialism, In’

his view, the entrepreneur produces
- wealth that’ filters down ‘to the
people around him.and then to: the
" society ‘as a.whole.. “Those are the

. nuélei of, wealth.‘.You have {o . be

.- driven. You have to be . an emplre
. builder.” . -

- Suharhi believes that Tsrael has °

to change its character if it is to
survive. “'I‘he Jewxsh mhentance is

[ facilities in

credtivity and entrepreneurship,” he .
says. “If you put lids and controls:”
over that, you are suppressing our
best qualrtxes, -chasing the best peo-
‘ple out.” Suhami’ argues that the
“Israeli environment .is all wrong— -
the inequitable taxation system, the
- underground economy--and it diiv- "
es away people like Aryeh Feingold,
who. went to Silicon Valley and..
founded Daisy Corporation.. Suhami
says that Femgold built a_ $100
million compariy in three years, but °
must people like. Femgold go to
, Silicon Valley? |

On a recent visit to Israel, Femg

potential as Silicon Valley, and he
has set up shop in Herzliya, along-
_side Suhami’s Elscint. R
“Elscint is Israel’s only multma-
tional high-tech firm dedicated sole- |
. ly to the development, manufacture
*.and marketing of medical imaging
. systems. It operates’ manufactunng
Ysrael, : France,. Ttaly, |

England and the U 8. Thé compa- -
ny’s latest breakthrough i8 in devel-
. oping. systems of Nuclear’ Magnetrc
Resonance lmagmg. "Elscint is in
* head-on competition with two Sili--

| con Valley ﬁrms, ADAC and .Di-

‘asonics. . —
* . In his drive to bulld an empu‘e,
‘Suhaml lias crossed" swords with
Istaeli bankers and others in:the
financial community who are- cfit- -|°
-ical of his “Amencan-style” tactics
- in. raising Research ~and 'Devel-"
opment (R&D) funds and who felt -

that Suhami was cutting them out. -

Two years ago, . uhamn declded

"old-said that Israel has the same |-
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BY WOLF BLITZER

Qenior Reagan administration
policymakers are delighted by Is-
rael’s initial decision, already con-
veyed officially to Washington, to
participate in the research and de-
velopment of the proposed Strategic
Defense Initiative (SDI), or “star
wars’’ program.

Israel, together with the NATO
allies, Japan and Australia, was
invited by Defense Secretary Cas-
. par Weinberger to take part in the
controversial project, which faces
very stiff opposition from arms con-
trol advocates in Congress and from
some of the West European allies.

If it should get off the ground,
U.S. officials said, the SDI will
represent the largest single- U.S.

scientific undertaking since the
landing of an astranaut on the
moon in 1969.

The administration has made no ~

secret of its hope that Israel’s in-
volvement in the program—even if
only modest—will encourage some
of the more liberal critics of the
scheme, especially on Capitol Hill,
to support it. Many of those oppo-
nents are extremely pro-Israel.

U.S. and Israeli officials in
Washington said that both Prime
Minister Shimon Peres and Defense
Minister Yitzhak Rabin support
Israeli involvement. So do the top
Likud leaders, including Foreign
Minister Yitzhak Shamir and Min-
ister-Without-Portfolio  Moshe
Arens.

U.S. officials have cited poten-
tially significant political, economic

Israeli Star Wars Approval Delights U.S.

and military benefits for Israel.

On the political side, they point-
ed to the angry Arab reaction to
Israel’s involvement in the project.
Official Arab protests have been
made to the State Department. Is-
raeli officials have traditionally be-
lieved that it is in Israel’s best
interest to project close ties with
the Americans as a deterrent to
Arab aggression.

On the economic side, they said,
Israeli defense-related industries
might be brought into various as-
pects of the project, thereby win-
ning lucrative contracts. In recent
months, Israel has been anxiously
seeking such contracts.

On the military side, Israel’s sci-
entific and other technical special-
ists” would be directly involved in

the latest state-of-the-art devel-
opment of weapons to counter sur-
face-to-surface missiles. ]

The specific goal of the SDI is to_
find some “defensive weapons,”

.based in space or on earth, which

will make the Soviet Union’s nucle-
ar arsenal obsolete. U.S. scientists
have spoken of using new genera-
tion laser and radar technology.

U.S. and Israeli officials agreed
there are important spillover bene-
fits in countering conventional, or
non-nuclear, missiles as well.

Israel, they said, faces mounting
problems in the area of combatting
surface-to-surface missiles. The So-
viet Union has installed, for exam-
ple, new SS21 missiles in Syria,
capable of reaching much of Israel’s
populated centers and air bases.
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COVER STORY

With the nation’s attention focused on

its export capacity this month, a clear
statement of - how the Government,
industry and other sectors view prospects
for economic development and growth
is warrahted. I began by asking Sami
Friedrich how discussions on the im-
pending Frec Trade Area (FTA) are
faring,
Sami Friedrich: The FTA is one of many
elements of a larger concept that is now
held in Israel, of integrating ourselves
into the world’s business economy,
This integration depends on government
agreements as well as ties with multi-
national corporations, The FTA provides
an opportunity for us to receive a unique
status in world trade. With it, we will
have preferential treatment in both the
European Economic Community and the
US, making our productive capacity more
attractive to both sides and third parties
than in the past.

The negotiations over the FTA arec an
involved process that have been ongoing
for many months, While a long list of
technical obstacles remains to be over-
come, the important point to remember
is that the agreement has strong political
backing from both sides, particularly
from the White House. Lionel Olmer, US
Undersecretary of Commerce, will discuss
the FTA concept at the JEC.

On the other side of our integration
into the world business economy is our
relationship with multinational firms,
This concern will be addressed at the
JEC by Robert Galvin, Chairman of
Motorola Incorporated, in a talk on the
role of an Israeli subsidiary and the
strategy of the multinational,

What benefits can Israclis expect from the
FTA?

Two distinct time periods are applicable
when speaking of FTA benefits, The
benefits to the Israeli consumer will be
immediate, Slightly later, at the beginning
of the adjustment process, most of the
costs will be paid. The adjustment process
to expose our economy to the rigors and
rewards of competition will require the
phasing out of segments of activity, Only
then can our comparative advantages
be realized and maximized, a long-term
goal, There is now a willingness from

government and an understanding from
many audiences, including industry, that
there is no point in possessing nominal
illusory assets or in creating illusory
carnings that are not based on a real
competitive advantage or a real sustainable

High-Tech Interview

Sami Friedrich, General Director of the Ministry of Economy and Inter-
Departmental Coordination, is the man in charge of the Jerusalem Economic
Conference (JEC). To find out what participants can expect from their

Israeli hosts at the Conference and afterwards, Pinchas Levinson inter-
viewed him for The Israel Economist.

proposition, A consensus has emerged
that fundamental economic realities must
govern production decisions. “Living on
real terms,” with the implication that
there are limits to government interven.-
tion, is now a more widely accepted
concept.

Clearly the FTA will benefit both sides.
It marks a new philosophical turning
point in our relationship with the US. We
want to compete fairly with US producers
and to lessen the burden of foreign aid.

US administration.

In what industrial or service sectors does
Israel hold a comparative advantage?

We possess no “philosophical stone”
that tells us where we might direct our
efforts most efficiently, Comparative ad-
vantages lie in a country’s culture, tradi-
tion or activities for which its people are
fit (through natural inclination or neces-

enaBMEOSTOTIEATE artificial Compe

agvantages (except tor defense goods).
{  What we 5 15 Our na il
\ at innovation and adapijv — and these
arc the acute ractors necessary for success

in technology, where changes are the
name of the game, Our philosophy has
been translaved into success in many areas,
among them aeronautics, medical instru-
ments, electro-optics and possibly in the

future, genetic engineering.
Much as we would like to do without

These points are well understood by the

sity). We nosgess fow naﬁural resources,
little low cost labor, and no_extensive
apital market or huge domestiC market

our expertise in defense systems, w
presently have the comparative advantag
of operationally proven gear, -

will the supply of scientists and enginee:
keep up with projected demand?

The predicted gap in the supply an
demand his fostered in governmen
institutions, universities and industry 2
improved sense of urgency in polic

‘preparation. Policies are being devise:

and with implementation, the problen
will be overcome. This issue will t
addressed in detail by Dr, Yosef Singe
President of the Technion, at the JEC.

Our message is not ‘‘here are brall
for sale,” rather, let us cooperate on th
basis of our innovative processes eith:
in equity funding, joint ventures ¢

" marketing.

The potential in the immigration ¢
Jewish scientists and engineers, as we
as in the return of Israelis who sp
cialized in high-technology 'should n:
be dismissed.

Who wants to invest in Israel these day:

Recently, a $130 million investmer
was made by Intel, and a $40 millio
investment was made by National Sem
conductors. The JEC represents the fir
successful attraction of companies, nc
specific individuals, to see what Israc
minds can produce. The target of
multinational company enabled us t
isolate 40 statistical headings, all i
technically related fields, to yield 4,0C
firms in North America and Europe o
whom we concentrated promotion
efforts. The diverse audience fro
the corporate world that will be he
this month attest to a lively intere:
-in investing here,

.How significimt has the growth in scienct

based exports been? o
Recording performance is a problcm‘i

H

but one stunning measure is that sgiencr |

. orts have erowr ;,
from 2425 ;m‘mﬁ i ;E 1978 to %IE él!lior i
last year. That is not a growth; it is mort §{
like_an explosion and it indicates thck

" wave of the future,

‘We should not expect from a con
ference or gathering any spectacular o
immediate results, although we have triec
to make this conference as complete at
possible, O i ili

patlicipants sit in plenary session: Tin plEnary sepions. The
majority of the time, the participants will
be exposed to Israeli products, production
and development processes (15 tours and
workshops are scheduled).

We have established a business cente:
in which we have been gathering Run-
dreds of business proposals by various
companies in Israel, While we do not
expect a rapid transformation to result
from the JEC, we think it best viewed
as indicator of the immense work that has
been accomplished by our industrialists
and scientists is gaining worldwide
recognition. The JEC is a boost and
a catalyzer, The responsibility for im-

plementation still remains with the
business sector, ®
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T 46A
flight-test
delayed

FARMINGDALE

The first flight of the Fair-
child T-46A basic trainer has
been delayed. Originally
scheduled for late April or
early May, the flight will now
not take place until early
summer.

Fairchild says that the
delay is necessary because it
has been waiting for certain
components to be delivered
from other companies. It says
that the delay will affect the
initial production schedule,
but that the overall delivery
schedule * will remain on
target, with peak production
in 1989

The company also points
out that the US Air Force will
not incur any additional cost
as a result of the delay—Fair-

cost involved.

Other tests on the aircraft,
such as windtunnel tests and
ground testing of the major
systems, are taking place
ahead of the first flight-test.

Angola buys

French

LUANDA

Angola has signed a FFr450
million ($46-5 million) con-
tract with Aérospatiale for the
supply of six SA.342 Gazelles
and four Dauphin 2 patrol
helicopters, reports Gilbert
Sedbon from Paris.

The order is the first in a
total contract for up to 25
helicopters for the . Forca
Aerea Angolana, established
in 1976 towards the end of the
civil war. The service is
already equipped with six
Romanian SA.316B Alouette
IlIs built under Aérospatiale
licence, and has a further 30
on order.

The force is otherwise
largely equipped by the Soviet
nion, Cuba, and East

Germany, with Cuban pilots
operating front line fighters
such as the MiG-17, MiG-21,

and MiG-23. Helicopter
assets include Mi-8 Hip
transports and  gunships
10

child will pick up any extra |

‘series of

”'*w 5

. wﬂ‘ 5, W

by the US Marine Corps.

Sparrow Hawk evolves

Raytheon has combined the Hawk air defence missile
launcher with the latest AIM-7M Sparrow semi-active radar
guided missile. Called Sparrow Hawk, the system is equipped
with nine missiles, and is designed to complement standard
Hawk systems. Firing tests have been successfully carried out

plus Mi-24 Hind gunships.
Other Western types in the
inventory include Pilatus PC-

6s and PC-7s, plus two Fokker.

F.27s.

Tests prove
attackAT-3 .

TAIPEI

‘Taiwan’s AT-TC-3 two-seat

military jet trainer is now roll-
ing off the production line
following flight tests which
have proved the aircraft in the
secondary, light ground attack
role, reports Gilbert
Sedbon.

Since the maiden flight
of the first production AT-3
in February last* year, the
aircraft has .undergone a
intensive  pre-
full-scale production tests,
according to a

man.,

Tests have shown that
the aircraft, primarily an
advanced trainer, has signifi-

senior.
Taiwanese military spokes-’

cant ground-attack and
combat capability. A variety
of weapons can be carried on
five stores stations and on two
wingtip pylons. The AT-3 is

also equipped with two 0-5in_

machine guns.
The Aero Industry Test
Centre, which  designed

" the AT-3 with Northrop

assistance, has orders from

* the Taiwan Air Force for 50 of

the aircraft. The AT-3 has
staggered tandem seating,
an unswept supercritical-
section  wing, and is
powered by two Garrett
TFE-731-2-2L non-after-
burning turbofans.

AT-TC-3 attack trainer
Leading data

Wing span (ft) T 34
Length {ft) 42,
Height (ft) 14
empty weight (Ib} 8,500
Max t/o weight (Ib) 16,500

Max speed (k1) ’ 485

Power/thrust {(Kn} 15.57
Rate of climb (ft/min} 8,000
Service ceiling (it} -+ 48,000
T/o run (f1) 1,600

- 2,000

landing run (ft)

\ilng station in the hills above

Israel asked
to join .
Star Wars

TEL AVIV

The USA has invited Israel to
take part in its Strategic
Defence Initiative Pro-
gramme, and Israeli Prime
Minister Shimon Peres and
Defence  Minister  Yztak
Rabin are said to be keen to
acce}x;)t the offer

The Israeli ace_ Avencv
fwas set- uf)/tv;é) years “ago,
Since then an agreement has,
been reached with Nasa t6
install a laser satellite track-

to study” move-

rusalem st
earth’s crust.
" This and other research
taking place in Israel could
contribute to the American
“Star Wars” programme.

Concern has been expressed
from the Israeli left-wing poli-
ticians that involvement in
the project could jeopardise
future .Jewish emigration
from Russia.

Singapore is
several options to replace its
Northrop F-5Es. Competitors
include the Dassault Mirage
2000, General Dynamics F-16

studying

(not F-16/79), and the
Northrop F-20A Tigershark,
A separate review is nearing a
decision on  re-engining
Singapore Air Force McDon-
nell Douglas A-4 and TA-4
Skyhawks with either the
Turbo-Union RB.199 or
General Electric F404.

Beech Aircraft has deliv-
ered the 40th and final C-12F
operational support aircraft
(OSA) to the US Air Force.
The C-12Fs, military versions
of the Beechcraft Super King
Air B2000C, are on lease to
the USAF for five years under
an $86-6 million contract.
OSAs operate as light trans-
ports and medevac or
advanced pilot-training air-
craft.

Raytheon has successfully
demonstrated a steerable shell
in range tests at Fort Bliss,
Texas. Rounds as small as
20mm or as large as 16in can
be manceuvred to counter
targets taking evasive action.
Tests were carried out using a
-40mm projectile.

FLIGHT International, 20 April 1985




LACK OT ddeDate over otar vvars

IT NOW APPEARS that lmacl is
sbout to decide in favour of partici-
padag ia research with the U.S.
aimed 1t what is popularly known as
Presideat Reagan’s “Star wans”
strategy. Both the decision 10 par-
ticipata, ay weil a3 the way in which it
is about to be taken, raise serious
doubts about the ‘method used to
arrive at fateful decisions for [srael’s
fature.

The United States Strategic De»
fencs [nitiative is a novel concept,
introducad by President Ronald
Reagan as part of his confrontational
Policy vis-d-vis the Saviet Union. Its.

vo(nd. oneof this has ever found
its way into tha Israeli press or pubtic
debate. P

My intention’is ta focus merely on
the [srasti aspect of the problems
posed by possibie {sraeli coopera-
nonmthopmpa.mdmy-danbu
are both on the substintive and

Nato wers invited by the U.S.. 10-

plm'cipltc. and [sraell sciencs
: be justly proud of ths compiis
ment u'na paid 10 our research Gapas

i
1
:
h

voivement in ons of thu most
momegatous, and controversial,

. BySHLOMOAVINERI

thae future of Israeli-Soviet relations.
Maybe Israei should de happy with
the present stats of i3 relations with
the Savist Unioa. But in the last
week we have hexrd repeated ex-
pressions. of. hope. Uy President
Chaim Herzog, !z:ordgmmm
L by

general of tha Foreign Miniscy,
David Kimche, thast the recsat
dungummnxmnhnm portend

better reiations witk the Soviet Une
ion, How can coe express such views
and at the same time get involved in
lpn;cawbd:uumsdcnd. rightly*
ar wroagty,. by the Saviet Union as
the most coafrontational tool of

Soviet Unions but this eatails at [east
some caution sbout rushing,. without
any sevious dabate, inte SDL -

This lesds me to the last set of -
ixsues, camaly, the wey in which the
dobatn, o7 Fsbor ara<dabars, abowg
tha project has been going om in
Lirael, It is knowa the dafenca

is the elecronicy industry, for ob-
vious reasccs. But not all that is
good (or the [srasl electronics indus.
try is naturaily and automaticaily
good {or [srasi. Thers has been no
public debats, oo i e stue
costs entailed in this invoivement.
Example: it is conceivabie that the
Saviet Union might intensify its sup-

beea discesed publicly? Have the
of Defenca committess
dealing with SDI seriously consis

dered what this means la terms of
onr lblllg tor counter Syrian-
nsored terrorism aimed at
ahlee‘! Who, at-ail, is awars of
thess considerations?

To the best of my knowledge, the
government has never had before it
any position paper, not to speak of
several opposing pasition papers. on
this issue. Nor has it been seriously
discussed in the Knesset Foreign
Affairs and -Defence Committee.
The public in [srael knows more
about the South Lsbanese Army
than about SDL.

In the past, Israel has paid more

‘ than enough for decisions taken

hastily, without public debate or
serious consideration. In some
cases, security considerations make
it difficult to discuss issues publicly:
oot in this case.

Most of the debate in the U.S. is
public, and so it could be here. The

¢t minister of defencs, who
justty thinks himsei€ a first-rate ex-
pert bath on security and [sraei-U.S.
reiations has, however, made some
setious mistakes in the past in asses-
sing consequences of certain polices
where cooperation with the U.S. was
involved (the in-depth bombing
against Egypt in 1970, for exampie).
He should not be reluctant to risk
public debate; it may correct even
his own views, reluctant as he has
been in the past to listen (@ outside
advice. But no person, knowiedge-
able and sharp-witted as he may be,
isinfailible.. .

Two last points: the present U.S.
sacretary of defencs is not known for
being among those in the Reagan
Administration wha-usually favour
more invoivement with [stael. Why
mumqauolamddm?knt
that anothsr. version of the ill-fated
Memorandum of Strategic Under-
standing of Ariei Sharoe's days?

Secondly, during the recent TWA
hifacking to Beirut. the U.S. was
playing its cards very closs to its
chest and left [srael— its strategicaily

= whistling in the dark. When the
chips were down, Israel was not
really treated by the U.S. a5 an ally,
but 2s a nuisancs. Some peopie in
the U.S. Administration may not bs
overly unhappy that [sraei’s standing
in Ameritan public opinion has suf-
fered during the last terroristic out-
burse, Shouid this not causs us to
insist 0a more specific reciprocity?

I am not suggesting that [srae|
should reject any form of participas
tion in SDL Perhsps, after due con-
sideration. and an intensive public
debata, we shouid go skead. But the
public iz entitled to know mors, and
the government which takes inordin-

' mummduam; minoraffairsof
importancs, shouid at

loast shoulder the responsibility and
Dot leave such a momentous decision
to a smail group of peopis whose
mm-lepnmuumybc-m
participating in the project should
not be the only voics heard, This is
. not 33 dramatic a decision as going to
war in Lebanou, which was likewise
taken without due consultation ine

ences may be evea more
tremendous, though spread over a
number of years and therefore less
immediately perceptible.

All this is sufficient reason not to
allow the government 1o take-z deci-
sion without & serious public debata,
The. military-industrial complex, as
President Dwight Eisenhower once
reminded all of us, should not be the
exclusive arbiter of political deci-

The writer s professor of polidesd scien-
cn &t the Hebrew University end & former
il;::wdofﬂnubwyoffm
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Participation in SDU Reportedly Already Begun
TA160920 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 16 Aug 85 p 3

[Report by science affairs correspondent Yerah Tal]

(Excerpt] HA'ARETZ has learned that despite the fact the
{sracli Government has still not reached an official decision
about participating in the U.S. Strategic Defense Initiative pro-
ject, a special team in the Defense Ministry's research and
development department is already preparing material on the
subject of military-technological research and development to be
proposed to the Americans. :

A senior source in the Scieace and Development Ministry told
HA'ARETZ that Israel has actually started participating in the
“star wars” project already. A public announcement of this
decision, however, will only be made —if at all —at a later date,
when it will be convenient for Israel, and once European countries
aanounce their participation in the project. So (ar, only Portugal
has declared that it will participate.

[t
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Teller here to address ‘Star Wars’'seminar

By MOSHE KOHN
Jerusalem Post Reporter

Edward Teller does not like the
designation ‘‘Father of the H-
Bomb” that the news media and
other sloganeers conferred on him a
long time ago.

But Prof. Teller is proud of the
role he has played in the develop-
ment of nuclear energy in the free
world, and he is richly endowed with
the quality of irony that is said to
characterize people born and edu-
cated in Hungary and pre-Hitler
Berlin. So he lives with the un-
wanted title by putting it in its place:
“Let me put it this way: [ never got a
Father’'s Day card from the H-
Bomb, and I think that that rela-
tionship is not as close, and not of the
same nature, as my relations with my
children.” ,

Teller, 77, is here - “Qh, it must
be about my 20th visit; I have lost
count,” - to deliver the keynote
lecture in a seminar today on the
U.S. Strategic Defence Initiative
(SDI). He is perhaps also the father,
or at least a main midwife, of “*Star
‘Wars,” as the SDI was dubbed right
at the outset in the American news
media, and he has urged Israel to
accept the U.S. invitation to partici-
pate in the project.

Teller, scientific consultant to the
Hoover Institution in Stanford, Cali-
fornia, and professor at large at the
University of California, believes

that the title he was given, and the’

term “Stat” Wass” are part of the
same ‘Syndrome or illness, the im-
proper use of words, that prompted
the Jerusalem-based Institute for
Advanced Strategic and Political
Studies (IASPS) to initiate the semi-
nar. The physicist, who has also long
been a warrior in the battle for
precise thinking and precise use of
language, said in an interview at the
Tel Aviv Hilton: *“I believe that
words are being used to change opin-
ions in an illogical manner. to catch
attention in an improper manner.
T —————

Edward Teller

(Yosef Lior)

and I dislike expressions of this

kind.™
The seminar, the first organized
public discussion 6n SDI in this
couritry. is to take place this morning
in the Lev Auditorium of the Shenk-
ar Building at Tel Aviv University.
In addition to Teller's keynote
address. the half-day meeting will
include a talk on the role of high-
4
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Ter Institute of Advanced Studies,
vhrch‘x‘s‘*co-spensorm g-the seminar;
and ‘a summary of the phllOSOpth
and semantic issues by the founder
and head of TASPS, philosophy and
American history professor Robert
Loewenberg.

I pointed out to Teller that many
people regard the SDI as a “'typical™
U.S. aggressive over-reaction to a
“supposed” Soviet threat. I cited
Prof. Shlomo Avineri's recent re-
mark (in an article in the July 12
Jemsalem Post) that the Sovret Un-

n. “rightly or wrongly.” considers

- . o,
b

this project *'the most confrontation-
al tool of U.S. policy vis-a-vis the
Soviets.” ]

Teller responded almost vehe-
mently: “Defence is aggression?!
Like black is white! I believe the
Arabs are freedom fighters and the
Israelis are terrorists.™

Nevertheless. many people. who
presumably know what they are talk-
ing about, urge that continuing to
talk is better than an endless and
probably fatal arms race.

Teller: "Excuse me, the Soviet
Union did not say that we should
continue to talk. That is simply a
misstatement. The correct statement
is that the Soviet Union broke off
talks because we (the U.S.) started
talking about defence. The Soviets.
talked about defence for many
years. When we imitated them by
also talking about defence. they cal-
led aggression. Yes. black is white
and white is black.™ ’

ToTeller, then, the aim of [ASPS,
to improve the language of dis-
course. ““seems highly reasonable. A
lot of science concerns itself with an
attempt to talk precisely, to talk
understandably. and even the com-
mon man in the U.S. understands
that it is better to call a spade a
spade.”

In the case of the Strategic De-
fence Initiative, clear talk - and, of
course, the prerequisite clear think-
ing—"*means that one should empha-
size the possibjlity that defence may'
not be completely independent of
attack, but this should not be a cause
for saying that by working for de-
fence one strengthens the attack. By
working on defence one primarily
discourages attack. -And it is much
better to deter war by demonstrating
that attack will not succeed thar ~
the threat to retaliate.”

Accordingly, Teller prefers to call '
the American project Strategic De-
fence Response.”

Accordmgly too, says Teller, “ T
considered it improper that the atom
bomb was dropped (on Hiroshima.
40 years ago) pnor to demonstra-,
tion.’

- Onthe other hand, Teller says,+'T |
personally feel no. gullt” in this cori-
nectlon. P

. He_ said; %1 ‘am: fot . a western’ }
liberal. I used to: be-a liberal in
‘Hungary, when' that word- carried:
'very different implications. For inst-
ance, in my. youth a liberal was
supposed to listen’ to other people’ s I
opinions, whereas modern liberals"
-rarely do so. As nna wha - ~--

(TN .a ,,‘s. b




v awvganeers conferred on him a
long time ago.

But Prof. Teller is proud of the
rcle he has played in the develop-
ment of nuclear energy in the free
world, and he is richly endowed with
the quality of irony that is said to
characterize people born and edu-
cated in Hungary and pre-Hitler
Berlin. So he lives with the un-
wanted title by putting it in its place:
“Let me put it this way: I never got a
Father’s Day card from the H-
Bomb, and I think that that rela-
tionship isnot as close, and not of the
same nature, as my relations with my
children.” }

Teller, 77, is here - “Oh, it must
be about my 20th visit; T have lost
count,” -~ to deliver the keynote
lecture in a seminar today on the
U.S. Strategic Defence Initiative
{(SDI). He is perhaps also the father,
or at least a main midwife, of *Star
Wars,” as the SDI was dubbed right
at the outset in the American news
media, and he has urged Israel to
accept the U.S. invitation to partici-
pate in the project.

. Teller, scientific consultant to the
Hoover Institution in Stanford, Cali-
fornia, and professor at large at the
University of Callforma believes

that the title he was glven and the’

;term’ “Star Wars” are part of ‘the
same §yndrome or illdess, the im-
propet use of words, that prompted
the Jerusalem-based Institute for
Advanced Strategic and Political
Studies (IASPS) to initiate the semi-
nar. The physicist, who has also long
been a warrior in the battle for
precise thinking and precise use of
language, said in an interview at the
Tel Aviv Hilton: “I believe that
words are being used to change opin-
ions in an illogical manner. to catch
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attention in an improper manner._
o

Edward Teller

(Yosef Lior)

and [ dislike expressions of this
kind.™

The seminar. the first organized
public discussion on SDI in this
couritry. is to take place this morning

in the Lev Auditorium of the Shenk-

ar Building at Te! Aviv University.
In addition to Teller's keynote
address. the half-day meeting will
include a talk on the role of high-
powered lasers in SDI by Hebrew
University ‘ physicist Shaul Yatsiv:
one on the developments in compu-
ter science for SDI by. the head of

"TAU's computer sciences depart-

ment, Prof. Micha Sharir: a sum-
mary of the strategic. political and
technological issues by Knesset
Member and physics professor Yuv-
al Ne’eman, who heads TAU"s Sack-

Ter Institute of Advanced Studies,
which is co-sponsering the seminar; -

and a summary of the philosophic
and semantic issues by the founder
and head of IASPS, philosophy and
American history professor Robert
Loewenberg.

I pointed out to Teller that many

people regard the SDI as a *“typical™
U.S. aggressive over-reaction to a
“supposed™ Soviet threat., I cited
Prof. Shlomo Avineri's recent re-
mark (in an article in the July 12
Jerusalem Post) that the Soviet Un-
ion. “rightly or wrongly.” considers

nection. .

-{ modern radical liberal, I also lack
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ment]v “Defence is aggression?!
Like black is white! I believe the
Arabs are freedom fighters and the
Israelis are terrorists.™

Nevertheless, many people. who "
presumably know what they are talk-
ing about. urge that continuing to
talk is better than an endless and
probably fatal arms race.

Teller: “Excuse me, the Soviet
Union did not say that we should
continue to talk. That is simply a
misstatement. The correct statement
is that the Soviet Union broke off
talks because we (the U.S.) started
talking about defence. The Soviets.
talked about defence for many
years. When we imitated them by
also talking about defence. they cal-
led aggression. Yes. black is white
and white is black.™

To Teller, then. the aim of IASPS.
to improve the language of dis-
course, “'seems highly reasonable, A
lot of science concerns itself with an
attempt to talk precisely, to talk
understandably, and even the com-
mon man in the U.S. understands
that it is better to call a spade a
spade.™

In the case of the Strategic De-
fence Initiative, clear talk — and, of
course, the prerequisite clear think-
ing-**means that one should empha-
size the possibility that defence may
not be completely independent of -
attack, but this should not be a cause
for saying that by working for de-
fence one strengthens the attack. By
working on defence one primarily
discourages attack. And it is much
better to deter war by demonstrating |
that attack will not succeed than by
the threat to retaliate.”

Accordingly, Teller prefers to call
the American project Strategic De-
fence Response.”

Accordingly, too, says Teller, “I
considered it improper that the atom
bomb was dropped (on Hiroshima
40 years ago) prior to demonstra-
tion.’

On the other hand, Teller says, “I
personally feel no guilt” in this con-
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He said: “I am not a western
liberal. I used to be a liberal in
Hungary, when that word carried
very different implications. For inst-
ance, in my youth a liberal was
supposed to listen to other people’s |
opinions,- whereas modern liberals
rarely do so."As one who is not a

one of théir further attributes: I do
not feel any personal guilt in connec-
tion with the atom bomb.

“I believe that to develop an atom
bomb was unavoidable and neces-
sary. That it was developed in a
democracy rather than in a dicta-
torship was a real blessmg And had
we not developed it — if you imagine
the Nazis developing it, which they
didn't; if you imagine the Soviets
developing it first, which they didn’t
— the consequences would have been
fatal in a very precise sense of the
word ” o1

7
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woman said she did not yet know when thc cxpulsxon would take
place.

Meanwhile, three other West Bankers slated for deportation ‘are
waiting for the High Court of Justice to rule on their appeals.
Tzemel said she expected the court to convene on December 16.

Refugee Camp Entrance Reopened After 2 Years
TA091148 Jerusalem Domestic Service in English
1100 GMT 9 Dec 85

[Excerpt] The Israel army this morning reopened the main
entrance to the Qalandiyah Refugee Camp north of Jerusalem.
It was closed 2 years ago following the stoning of Isracll vehlclcs
by camp residents. :

[’ Commentary Calls on Israel To Join ‘Star Wars’
TA091840 Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 9 Dec 85 p10
[Commentary by Moshe Zaq:  “Pollard and ‘Star Wars’ ']
[Text] When President Reagan was asked, following the Israeli
air attack on the terrorist base in Tunisia, how he was so sure

that it was the terrorists who were hit, he publicly stated that he
trusts Israeli intelligence.

President Reagan’s faith in Israeli intelligence was somewhat
shaken following the Pollard affair, and it makes no difference
whether Israel’s central intelligence branches were not involved
in the affair. The fame of a good intelligence body depends,
among other things, on the talent of not being caught in the act,
and on quick reaction in case of a mishap. The pictire which
emerged in Washington was that Israel did not prepare an
appropriate cover in case of a “professional accident,” as is the
custom among professionals; 3 weeks have passed since the
beginning of this affair and Israel has still not managed to
extricate itself from it. N
The Israeli authorities are still arguing with the administration
over the extent to which Israeli officials should be interrogated
or questioned by U.S. investigators, whereas the U.S. Justice
Department continues to declare that Israel has still not returned
all the documents which Pollard is accused of having given to
Israel.

This argument between Jerusalem and Washington can continue
unnecessarily for months if each side sticks to its claims. How-
ever, this will not benefit either side.

Already at the beginning of the affair Israel could have freed
itself from the attempt to present it before U.S. public opinion as
unreliable and ungrateful by a clear and unequivocal statement
that it acccpts the U S invitation to join the research program
known as “star wars.”

Israel was the only country not tied to the United States in a
military treaty which was invited to participate in this program.
This was a special privilege which the United States accorded to
Israel both due to its influence on U.S. public opinion and its

b
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scientific capabilities. Signing the agreement with the United
States in the midst of the crisisof confidence between Jerusalem
and Washington would have ‘blocked the antl-[sraeh wave whlch
has swept the U S. media. '

A timely Israeli initiative, which would have given it the status
of the first country to join the U.S. program, would have
impressed the Washington establishment more than the self-
flagellation which cmanated from the admission publlshcd in
Jerusalem,

Israel has lost the first place, because meanwhile the British
secretary of state for defense has managed to sign an agreement
with hls UsS. countcrpart on Brltams partlclpatlon in “star
wars.’ o ‘ '

The British did not argue with the Atnericans "over’ the program
itself, but rather over the share which the British research
institutes are to get of the $26 billion allotted by the United
States for this purpose, The British demanded that the U.S. body
responsible for the “Strategic Defense Initiative” present British
companies and research institutions with larger orders. The
British got what they wanted because they were the first to sign
the agreement with the United States last Friday. The Israeli
Government, contrary to this, has still not signed. It settled for a
statement by the prime minister, who said during his visit in
Washington that Israel is in principle willing to participate in this
research program. Meanwhile, Israeli companies and research
institutions have taken the initiative and offered their research
plans to the U.S. body, each one on its own. They all received the
same answer — that the United States will consider'the detailed
plans after Israel signs the agréement, whereas the government
delayed the signature. The government did not sign even when

this could have extricated it from the burden of the Pollard affair, .

under which it has labored in the last few weeks.

Today as well, if the government were to announce its willingness
to sign the agreement with the United States, it would thereby
take the sting out of the Pollard affair and would regain the image
of a faithful ally in the eyes of U.S. public opinion. It is preferable
that Israel join the U.S. research program as soon as possible, not
only as a maneuver, but also for substantial reasons:

— First, Israeli science and technology can benefit from the
enormous grants accompanying the “star wars” program,

~— Second, this research program might result in a techno-
logical revolution, and countries which do not participate in it are
eventually doomed to technological inferiority.

Israel will not need the services of the Scientific Liaison Bureau
to follow scientific developments if it joins the most advanced
scientific program in the world in time and rebuilds the
framework of mutual trust which has been damaged due to the
Pollard affair.

Israel will certainly not want to miss this opportunity for scienti-
fic advancement. There is thercforc no reason to wait until we
are the last ones to join “star wars,’ usmg the sngnature also as
a means to quickly put an end to the current crisis.
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If Israel quickly signs the agreement with the United States,
relations between the two countries will greatly improve and the
shadow of the Pollard affair will be left behind. Another, no less
important thing: It will give us back the confidence of Presi-
dent Reagan, the father of the “star wars™ program. d

Briefs

November Immigration Statistics — There was a decrease in
immigration in November and these are the figures. During that
month only 745 immigrants arrived, as well as another 83
returning residents, This is a decrease of 20 percent in immigra-
tion compared with October, when 930 immigrants arrived in
Isracl. However, compared with November 1984, this is a
decrease of 60 percent in the number of immigrants, Here is the
geographical breakdown for November 1985: 103 immigrants
from Africa and Asia; 138 from West Europe; 248 from East
Europe; 138 from North America; and the rest from Latin
America. [Text] [Tel Aviv IDF Radio in Hebrew 0818 GMT 8
Dec 85 TA] .
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Increase in Exports — Since the beginning of this year exports
rose by 8 percent compared with the same period last year, Qur
correspondent on economic affairs Me'ir Einstein has reported
that it emerges from the Central Bureau of Statistics data that
an increase was noted in industrial exports and exports of dia-
monds; as opposed to this, there was a decrease in agricultural
exports, [Text] [Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1200
GMT 8 Dec 85 TA]

Trade Deficit Increases — Israel's trade deficit has increased
by approximately 7 percent in the last 2 months, this in compari-
son to the monthly average of August and Setpember. Our
economic affairs correspondent notes that this trade deficit
increase stems from an increase of § percent in imports over the
same period. Qur correspondent adds that in the last 11 months
Israel’s trade deficit has decreased by 25 percent in comparison
with the same time last year, [Text] /[Tel Aviv IDF Radio in
Hebrew 1237 GMT 9 Dec 85 TA]
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‘Israel needs SDI’

By AVIHOFFMANN
Post Defence Reporter

Israel may be missing an
oppertunity to advance its secur-
ity interests by delaying formal
acceptance of SDI, the U.S..
Strategic Defence Iaitiative
(“‘Star Wars’’), a leading resear-
cher in strategic studies told The
Jerusalem Post last week.

The U.S. invitation to Israel
and 17 other allies to join in
research on space-based missile
defences gave Israel a chance to
fulfil its goal of increasing

- strategic cooperation with the

U.S. and gain other important
political and economic benefits,
said Dore Gold, senior research
associate at Tel Aviv University’s
Jaffee Centre for Strategic Stu-
dies. .

Gold recently completed a
study of Israel’s potential role in
the SDI project.

Despite hints by senior govern-
ment officials that Israel was ab-
out to participate in the project,
no formal public announcement
has been made. Prime Minister
Peres expressed enthusiasm ab-
out SDI to President Reagan dur-
ing his visit to Washington in
October. Despite this, said Gold,
Israeli-American contacts on the

project have, for reasons. which

are unclear, been conducted with
a very low profile.

There are at least four ways
that a positive response on SDI
could benefit Israel, Gold
asserted in his study.

It could deepen Israel’s
strategic partnership with the

It would ‘define more sharply
than before the alliance between

Washington and Jerusalem. and
this greater clarity has a deterrent
value vis a vis Israel’s enemies.

‘By being invited to participate
in a global strategic endeavour (as
opposed to.a regional military
grouping) Israel is seen as more
than just a regional client of the
U.S.

Participation in SDI research
will further the development of
Israel’s own missile interception

"technologies and will involve key

sectors of the economy in the -
frontiers of Western technology.
Gold also acknowledged that
there were possible negative im-
plications for Israel if it joined
SDI. It could establish Israel as a
strategic adversary of the USSR
and could ultimately lead to it
becoming a Soviet nuclear target.
Israel could also become involved
in America’s domestic debate on
SDI, with possible alienation of
anti-SDI friends of Israel.
However, wrote Gold, the
overall assessment tends to favour
Israeli participation. Israel
should not be concerned that this
will upset a possible break-
through in Israeli-Soviet rela-
tions. Indeed, Gold said, the
opposite is more likely. The Soviet
stake in improved ties with Israel
can only grow as Israel’s strategic

link with the U.S. tightens,

A leading foreign strategic ex-
pert gave backing to Gold’s views
when he visited The Jerusalem
Post in November. Dr. Robert
O’Neill, director of the Interna-
tional Institute for Strategic Stu-
dies in London, said that Israel
would be well advised to join SDI
and reap the political and tech-
nological benefits of a partnership
with the U.S.
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‘Israel needs SDI’

By AVI HOFFMANN
Post Defence Reporter

Israel may be missing an
opportunity to advance its secur-
ity interests by delaying formal’
acceptance of SDI, the U.S..
Strategic Defence Initiative
(‘‘Star Wars”’), a leading resear-
cher in strategic studies toid The
Jerusalem Post last week.

The U.S. invitation to Israel
and 17 other allies to join in
research on- space-based missile
defences gave Israel a chance to
fulfil its goal of increasing

- strategic cooperation with the

U.S. and gain other important
political and economic benefits.
said Dore Gold, senior research
associate at Tel Aviv University’s
Jaffee Centre for Strategic Stu-
dies.

Gold recently completed a
study of Israel’s potential role in
the SDI project.

Despite hints by senior govern-
ment officials that Israel was ab-
out to participate in the project,~
no formal public announcement
has been made. Prime Minister
Peres expressed enthusiasm ab-
out SDI to President Reagan dur-
ing his visit to Washington in
October. Despite this, said Goid,
Israeli-American contacts on the

project have, for reasons which

are unclear, been conducted with
a very low profile.

There are at least four ways
that a positive response on SDI
could benefit Israel, Gold
asserted in his study.

It could deepen Israel’s
strategic partnership with the
U.S.

It would ‘define more sharply
than before the alliance between

Washington and Jerusalem. and
this greater clarity has a deterrent
value vis a vis Israel’s enemies.

By being invited to participate
in a globai strategic endeavour (as
opposed to a regional military
grouping) Israel is seen as more
than just a regional client of the
U.S.

Participation in SDI research
will further the development of
Israel’s own missile interception

“technologies and will involve key

sectors of the economy in the
frontiers of Western technology.
Gold also acknowledged that
there were possible negative im-
plications for Israel if it joined
SDL. It could establish Israel as a
strategic adversary of the USSR
and could ultimately lead to it
becoming a Soviet nuclear target.,
Israel could also become involved
in America’s domestic debate on
SDI, with possible alienation of

_ anti-SDI friends of Israel.

However, wrote Gold, the
overall assessment tends to favour
Israeli participation. Israel
should not be concerned that this
will upset a possible break-
through in Israeli-Soviet rela-
tions. Indeed, Gold. said, the
opposite is more likely. The Soviet
stake In improved ties with Israel
can only grow as Israel’s strategic
link with the U.S. tightens.

A leading foreign strategic ex-
pert gave backing to Gold’s views
when he visited The Jerusalem
Post in November, Dr. Robert
O’Neill, director of the Interna-

‘tional Institute for Strategic Stu-

dies in London, said that Israel
would be well advised to join SDI
and reap the political and tech-
nological benefits of a partnership
with the U.S.
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BY DAVID SILVERBERG

It was a wild but ult:mately grat-
itying week last week for congres-
sional friends of Israel and pro-
Israel lobbyists as they grappled
with—and eventually forced post-
ponement of —the Jordan arms sale.

The week was characterized by
uncertainty and rapidly changing
~ircumstances. On Thursday, Sen.
Richard Lugar (R-Ind.) was deep
in discussion with Secretary of
~tate George Shultz and the word
was that there was a strong possi-
hility that the administration would
withdraw the sale. According to
congressional  sources, Lugar
thought that Senate opposition was
still so high that the sale would not
be able to go through.

B That was the good news. But in
order to fight the sale, opponents
had to wrestle with something
called an “expedited procedure.”
This is a Senate procedure under
which time limits are set for consid-
eration and debate on a bill and
amendments and reconsideration of
the bill is prohibited.

This particular “expedited pro-
cedure” was the brainchild of Sen,
Chris Dodd (D-Conn.) who slipped
it in as an amendment to a funding
measure in December. Dodd was
the lone senator to vote against a
compromise delay on the arms sale
in October. (That compromise de-
layed the sale until March 1, thus
ostensibly gwmg King Hussem a
chance to JO)I‘I the peace process.
The compromise also kept the sale
from almost certain defeat-on the
Senate floor.)

Dodd voted against the compro-
mise because he felt it did not give

the Senate an adequate opportunity .

to consider the arms sale. He feared
the sale would go through automat-
ically in March—as indeed it nearly
did. His procedure gave Congress
the opportunity to vote on it one
more time. However, his procedure
was so complex and confusing it
had even lobbyists’ heads spinning.
When someone observed that the
situation was “murky,” a lobbyist
rephed “Drop the ‘y.”’ It's just
murk,”

Under the procedure, Congress
would have ten calendar days in
which to vote on a resolution of
disapproval. Opponents ultimately
decided to introduce their resolu-
tion of disapproval on Monday,
Feb. 3. The resolution received the
signatures of ten senators, led by
Sens. Edward Kennedy (D-
Mass.) and John Heinz (R-Pa.). -

Kennedy, Heinz and Sen.

also ready to send a letter to Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan pointing out
Jordan’s failure to join the nesca
process and noting four a!
resolutions that Jordan

for in the United Nat

letter was as important as

lution. The resolution was

have only ten signers, but the letter
was to have been a real indication
of the opposition in the Senate. By
Friday, the letter had 29 signers.

All that was_ rendered moot by
the administration decision not to
proceed with the sale. The State
Department issued a statement call-

. parties will continue to grop

"and Corrup
Frank Lautenberg (D-N.J.) were |

" submitted testi

Jordan’s Arms, Arafat’s Warrant, Star

ing Jordan's arms needs “legiti-
mate” and acknowledging that “the
issue has become controversial.”

The delay does not mean the,
arms sale is dead. It will continue to .

hang over the head of Israel and her
friends in Congress like a sword of

Damocles, waiting for the moment’

the administration feels it can drop.
With the legislative veto struck
down by the Supreme Court, all

murk for a proper procedure

Arafat Warrant (Cont )

the arrest of Yasir Arafat for the
1978 Khartoum murder of U.S.
ambassador Cleo Noel started as a
seed in the hand of a pro-Israel
professional and now, like the roots
of a tree, it is burgeoning outward
in many different directions.

As reported in 'earlier Collage
columns, the warrant has been sit-

ting on Attorney General Edwin -

Meese’s desk for weeks now and
advocates of issuing the warrant
have been working hard to get the
Justice Department moving on it.
There have been articles advocating
issuance of the warrant in the Los
Angeles Times and The New Re-
public. Influential people close to
the Attorney General and high in
the government have also been
pushing it.

Now Congress is addmg its voice.
This past week Sen,' Frank Lau-
tenberg (D-NJ.) and Sen.

Charles Grassley (R-lowa) are -

circulating a letter urging the Jus-
tice Department “to assign the
highest priority to completing this
review and to issue an indictment
of Yasser Arafat if the evidence so
warrants.”

According to one congressional
source, the letter is making consid-
erable progress. “The interesting
Ezrt of this is that we're getting

th the very conservative senators
and the very liberal,” says this
staffer. On the liberal side, this
source cites interest from Sens.
John F. Kerry (D-Mass.), How-
ard Metzenbaum (D-Ohio) and
Chris Dodd (D-Conn.). On the
conservative “side are Sens. Jesse
Helms (R-N.C.) and Orrm Hatch
(R-Utah).

An offshoot of the warrant pro-
jeet is the idea, being explored by
several congressional offices, of us-
ing the new Racketeer Influenced
t Organizations Act
(RICO) along with other legal tools
against the PLO and other terrorist
groups in the United States. Two
offices particularly involved in this
ragearch are those of Sen. William

rmstrong (R-Colo.)--and Rep.

aick Kemp (R-N.YJ. T,

2Ws and Star Wars
~ week the American Israel
Pu iffaizs “ttee (AIPAC)

committee on Strategic and Theater
Nuclear Forces of the Senate Armed
Services Committee on the threat
of missiles to Israel. (For more on
the testimony, see Wolf Blitzer's
article on page 6).

The idea of issuing a warrant for

“to-the .Sub- |

Sen. Edward Kennedy

The testimony marked another
step in a push among conservative
Jewish and pro-lsrael organizations
to help move the President’s Strate-
gic Defense Initiative (SDI) for-
ward. From AIPAC's perspective,
anti-ballistic missile defense gives
Israel a chance to defend itself
against Arab missile attack.

Another organization, the con-
servative, Republican National Jew-
ish Coalition, has prominently
featured the writing of General
Daniel O. Graham, an ardent sup-

* porter of SDI. The National Jewish

Coalition supports SDI, according
to its legislative director, Howard
Kohr, both because it is important
for U.S. defense but also because
“Israel stands to benefit from this
t,echno]ogy both economically and
militerily.”

Last April the Jewxsh Institute of
National Security Affairs (JINSA)
hosted a lecture by Robert Jastrow,
a scientist involved in developing
SDL
“JINSA is supportive of the con-
cept of defense against Soviet nu-
clear weapons,” says Shoshana
Bryen, executive director of JINSA
in explaining the organization’s
stance, “The Soviets have always
had a program of nuclear defense.
The U.S. gave it up in SALT I in
1972. And what we support is the
concept of defense.”

Religious Broadcasters

This week Washington hosts the
annual convention of the National
Assaciation of Religious Broadcast-
ers (NRB), the organization which
encompasses television and radio
evangelists. Its roster of 1,100 mem-
bers is a veritable who’s whesiof
electronic preachers. '

There will also be some Jewish
activities. The fifth annual National
Prayer Breakfast in Honor of Israel
is scheduled for Wedriesday mormn-
ing. The keynote address will be
delivered by former United Nations
ambassador Jeane Xirkpatrick
and the guest of honor is Soviet
refusenik  Yossif Mendelevitz.
Greetings will be extended to the
autdience by Pat Robertson, host
of the 700 Club, Sen. Jesse Helms
(R-N.C.), Sen. Albert Gore (D-
Tenn.) and Ben Armstrong exec-
utive director of the NRB.

There will be an Israel booth
among the exhibiters on the floor
and in the afternoon Rabbi Josh-
ua Haberman of Washington He-
brew Congregation is scheduled to
square off in debate with Rev.
Jerry Falwell in what is billed as
“The Great Judeo-Christian De-
bate.” Unfortunately, the event is
open ‘to invitees only. Next week
WJW will bring full coverage of the
day’s events. A

.Clarification

In the article *Helms Feted by
Jewish  Conservatives,” Sen.
Jesse Helms was reported to have -
quoted Sen. Robert Dole to the
effect that the Genocide Conven-
tion would not come up for con-
sideration during the current
session of Congress. According to
Jess Hordes of the Anti-Defara-
tion League of B’nai B’rith, Sen.
Helms in fact stated that Sen.
Dole said the Convention would
not come up early in this session‘.

LIVE
PRE-PURIM
CONCERT

Tickets {all seats reserved):
“Patron: Adult $14, child $10 (to age 10)
Sponsor: Adult $9, child $5 {to age 10)

Young Israel Shomrai Emunah Nursery
presents
THE PREMIERE WASHINGTON PERFORMANCE
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Cooperation With U.S. in Medical Uses of SDI
TA191736 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew
1700 GMT 19 Aug 85

[Text] Israel and the United States will cooperate in applying
research done in the framework of the “star wars” project in the
area of cardiac medicine. This research will be coordinated on
the Israeli side by Prof Dani Gur, a heart surgeon at Tel
Hashomer Hospital. This was concluded today by Prof Edward
Teller, the father of the hydrogen bomb, and Health Minister
Mordekhay Gur. Our correspondent notes that among other
things, the teams will examine the possibility of utilizing nuclear
energy to activate pacemakers, and of using isotopes, the harmful
effects of which are negligible. The Americans will finance the
research. '
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POST Favors Participation in ‘Star Wars’ Research
TA11092] Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English
11 Apr8509

“[Commentary by Hirsh Goodman:  “Star Wars Opportunity™]

[Text]*Star Wars,” as President Ronald Reagan's new strategic
defence plan has been dubbed by some unkind pundit, may prove
to be totally impractical in the long run. That is not the point.
What is the point — at least where this country is concerned —
is that the US. administration intends to spend $26 billion
pursuing the dream of a defensive weapon that will limit the
chances of 2 nuclear holocaust, and Israel has been asked to be
part of that effort. It is an effort that will engage some of the best
minds in the world in probing the outer limits of scientific
knowledge and taking applied science to its furthest horizons.

Israe! has to be part of that effort, for Israel's industrial future
and ultimate sccurity depend on the ability to remain in the
forefront of developing technology. No matter how small theslice
of the Star Wars cake that will eventually be allocated to Israel,
it will mean a life-giving accretion to the almost non- existent
research (unds of the Isracli scientific community. It will mean
jobs for exactly the type of people we need to keep in this country.,
it will mean an exchange of knowledge and information with top
scientists in the field.

It will mean that if this project is successful, Israel will be in on
the ground floor of a system that could make it unnecessary to
bomb the next Iraqi reactor.

President Reagan’s intention is to build a defensive system in
space that would aim to “kill” incoming enemy nuclear missiles
before they could reach their targets, negating the need for a
counter-strike. Theoretically, this would reduce the possibility of
nuclear war at this stage, for it would render the atomic weapons
in the hands of the aggressor useless while still in their silos.

As a result the element of deterrence that has miraculousiy kept
the world from destruction during the second haif of the 20th
century, but has prevented neither auclear proliferation nor the
multiplication of nuclear warheads, will undergo a basic re-
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weaponry — weapons that could conceivably be used, as opposcd
to the strategic varictics, in submarines and under the wings of
aireraft patrolling the skice

Isrz¢l's geograghy and demography dictate. in my opinion, that
Israc! does not have an effective nucicar option based on deter-
rence. A random nuclear strike against Israel would be cata-
strophic; Isracl’s response — if it has one — on the other hand,
could only be relative. Israci wouid pay a total price. the aggres-
sor a bearable one. Hence the incentive for the other side to use
its weapons. It is crucial, thercfore. for israel to be involved in
the development of an alternative stratcgy, no matter how
‘mprobably its ultimate application may he

The only other alternative is to use force to prevent the other side
form attaining 2 nuclcar capability, as Mcnahem Begin decided
to do in the casc of the Iraqi reactor. Such a strategy is myopic

" at best, given that the weapons we wish to destroy, or even the

thinking. And just as well. There are already enough active

warheads to blow up this planet several times over, leaving not 2
single particle in cxistence.

Pakistan now has nuclear potential. India has it. Libya, Egypt
and Saudi Arabia are pursuing nuclear knowledge. The
threatened whites in South Africa are said to have it. Europe is
on its way to becoming a virtual forest of tactical nuclear

potential means of making them, may be supplied by our closest
ally, making pre-emption politically impossible.

Critics of the Star Wars programme are against space being
turned into a celestial battlefield. Space is onc secgment of the
universe that should be free of potential war: a sort of last refluge
of sanity. But it alrcady is a batticficld. and has been so (or some
years. There are hundreds of spy and communications satellites
in orbit, “killer satellite™ programmes to destroy the other sides’
ability to communicate and lunction in war.

Advance work has been proceeding on satellite destroyers for
years — probably before Reagan ever conceived (or brought) the
idea of a cclestial defcnce system that would destroy weapons
instead of destroying peaple. Is Star Wars any more insanc than
the idea of 2 ncutron bomb that would gnly kill people and leave
buildings intact, as conceived by Jimmy Carter, the “human
rights” president? Alter all, what is the sense of sanitary space,
if there is no earth to enjoy it

Reagan, through Defence Secretary Caspar Weinberger in late
March, approached 18 countrics to take part in research and
development of the initial stages of the programme. Israel was
among them. This in itsedf shows how highly the Americans
regard Israel’s current technological and scientific capability.
There was another implication:  that America considers Israci
a long-term, stable ally which can be trusted to participatein its
most secret and most serious defence effort.

vefence Minister Yitzhaq Rabin was right botn 1n thaniang the
U.S. for the reguest, and in saying that he would recommend 2
positive response. Inherent in Star Wars participation. no matter
how unrealistic the proposal may be at this stage, arc potentiaily
real answers to this country's cconomic and defcnce needs. Isracl
does not have 4 credible nuclear option. 1t cannot keep up with
the money being spent on sophisticated conventional weapons by
the confrontation states. lts cconomic situation is living off
moncy from the scientists we rely on to continue providing the
qualitative edge that kceps us sccure. On ali these counts, Prest-
dent Reagan's invitation is one to be gratefui for.
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PARTV .- : T
Star Wars™ . - ‘
Weinberger’s Letter

A similar letter sent by Defense Secretary Casper W.
Weinberger to Nato allies, Japan, Israel and Australia on the
Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI) or “Star Wars” as it is
widely known, caused a stir in Israel. “The United- States
will” Weinberger writes, “consistent with our existing
international obligations, including the ABM treaty, proceed
with cooperative research with the allies in the areas of
technology that could contribute to the SDI research
program. Pursuant to this policy, the United States is
permitted - and is prepared - to undertake such cooperative
programs on data and technology short of ABM component
level as may be mutually agreed with allied countries.

If your nation is interested in exploring possible
cooperative efforts or contributions, I would ask, as a first
step, that you send me within 60 days an indication of your
interest in participating in the SDI research program and the
areas of your country’s research excellence that you deem
most promising for this program.”

The Israeli government will make its decision only after
future clarifications sought from the U.S. government and
after consultations with the relevant.. institutions and
industries concerned. In a statement for the press, the
Defense Ministry spokesman announced that “a positive
approach” will be adopted in considering Weinberger's
letter. However, a public debate is already raging with -

politicians and scientists on both sides of the issue.

What Benefit to Israel

Politicians supportive of a positive response point to the
compliment Israel received by being treated as an ally of the
U.S. They claim that Israel has long sought to reach this
status and it cannot now shirk the responsibilities derived
from such a relationship. (The same argument is made in
regard to the U.S. request to put a Voice of America
broadcasting station aimed at the Soviet Block on Israeli
territory.) They also argue that strong cooperation with the
U.S. helps Israel in its relationship with the Arab world and
enhances Israel’s posture in the international community.

The political arguments against Israel involvement in the
SDI are not less convincing. Politicians on the left side of
the political spectrum maintain that Israel should not give
up hope of renewing diplomatic relations with the U.S.S.R.
and it should not add turther complications to efforts to
enable Soviet Jews to immigrate to israel. These politicians
and political observers claim that Israel should at least try
to seek some preliminary understanding with the U.S.S.R.
before a decision is taken both on the V.0.A. station and
“Star Wars™'. :

Those who support a favorable answer to the U.S. on
both issues claim that Israeli-Soviet relations re not going to
be adversely affected since the Soviet Union Iready
categorizes Israel as an American ally. A negative answer to
a Republican Administration they claim, will cause strained
relations with Washington without benefitting Israel's
relations with Moscow. o
" Israeli politicians and friends of Israel who oppose “Star
Wars” argue that the U.S. approach to israel was made out
of a need to reduce opposition on Capitol Hill to
appropriating money for the project. (President Reagan.

asked for $4.6 billion in FY 1986 and a total of $26 billion - .

for tesearch). Most of the opposition may come from the
House's Ub)eral' Democrats, many of whom are stauch

supporters of Israel who may feel reluctant to vote downa

) project “from which* Jsrael could’ derive’ scientific’ and
economic benefits, ' " - .

These benefits, though hard to quantify at present, may
"be the decisive factor in formulating Israel’s answer.
Scientists are divided 'in their view whether Israel could.
contribute significantly to the research related to the
Strategic Defence Initiatives. Those. who. support
collaboration claim that Israel should not miss this
opportunity to entering the 21st century and should not lag
behind the leading countries in space research. They point
out Israeli achievement in astrophysics, research of the high
altitude  atmosphere, certain  aspects of  space
telecommunications and guidance, etc. Israel 15 engaged 1n
building a station to follow satellites through the use of
laser beams. Laser will also be used to measure movement of
continents from a center now being established near
Jerusalem. Cooperation between research institutions in
Israel and the U.S. is not new but some scientists in [srael
view the U.S. invitation enthusiastically, hoping to gain. U.S.
grants which will compensate for the heavy cuts in R & D
budgets in Israel. This is also the view generally held by the
high tech industry in Israel which may benefit from orders
from the U.S. during the research phase and later if the

~ project proves to be feasable.

Other scientists in Israel have expressed doubt as to
Israel’s potential contribution and one of them went so far
as to say that the U.S. invitation was a “political gimmick"".
They argue that Israel has no experience with powerful
Laser techniques (although it has experience in Laser beams
and some of their uses.) Secondly, Israel has particle
accelerators but. no experience with a neutral particle
accelerator which is at the center of the “Star Wars™ idea.
(Linear accelerators on satellites are to generate the neutral
particle beams, a stream of fast-moving hydrogen atoms
which will destroy the “brains” of missiles carrying a
number of warheads.) Israel, according to this view, has not
been involved in research relevant to “Star Wars™.

Peres, Rabin, Shamir ~ in Favor

Initial reactions by government ministers show a majority
in favor of giving a positive answer to the invitation to join
the research phase of the SDI. Prime Minister Peres, who is
looking for ways to strengthen the high tech industry, ‘is
expected to support .the idea and so is Defense Minister
Rabin who would like to help the defense industries and
research institutions. Ministers Arens and Patt have already
expressed théir positive views publically. Vice Prime
Minister Shamir is known to be supportive though he would
like to have -the results of the review called for by Rabin
before giving a formal answer. Ariel Sharon's opinion is as
yet unknown.. Sharon’s - relations with the U.S,
Administation have-been strained ever since the “Peace for
Galilee” operation and that may influence his decision.

Given the views in the Cabinet it is clear that Israel will
respond positively 1o the U.S. wmvitation to take part in the
research related to “Star Wars.,” =

o Copyright C.LL
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INTERVIEW WITH PRIME MINISTER SHIMON PERES
BAMAHANE, TEL AVIV, ISRAEL, APRIL 17, 1985

~ "
g:“%hy do you support Israel’s participation in the U.S. “star
wars” plan? .
A: Star wars is not just another U.S. strategic move. It is a new
dimension in the technological, sclentific, and strategic spheres,
The ascent to space constitutes a revolution in human life, and we
still do not grasp the scope of this revolution. I expect the
Americans to reach the peak in their star wars technology withina
decade. Perhaps toward 1992, which will mark 500 years since the
discovery of America, we will discover a new America and a new
world, different from the ones we have known.

1 also expect American interest in international conflicts on earth
to be lessened. The United States will move in completely new
dimensions. It is not a matter of buying a ticketin order to fly from
earth to space. This ticket is far more revolutionary in all possible
areas; new metals, new communications,- new movement, new
computers, everything will be new, and in 10 years everything will
be judged according to this new yardstick.

\—Q«-How soon will we extricate ourselves from the economic
muddle? .

A: Tt will not happen overnight. ’Superf-icially speaking, 1 could say
that if Israel would decrease its imports b% 15 percent and increase
its exports by 25 percent, it would then be out of the muddle.

We have the potential to extricate ourselves from our present -
situation. The real problem is. how to recruit this potential in a
country that is democratic and has lived with sweet illusions fora

«  very long time,
Q: Is the problem entirely economic?

A: Naturally, in order to make the changes we must make some
structural changes in the economy, not only changes in personnel.
The outstanding thing in Israel is that out of 1.4 million workers,
only some 450,000 are in production, whereas the rest are in
services. | doubt whether the services really serve the citizens. |
think they are more of a burden. : :

‘We must, therefore, make structural changes. Our concrete
objectives for this year are to decrease imports by at least 15
-percent, the balance of payments deficit to between $1.5 to 2
billion, monthly inflation — which is the greatest of all evils -
—from double digit to single digit, begin a new policy of
investments and growth, and do all this without causing unem-
ployment. Because today you find modern society divided into
new classes: a class of employed workers that lives comfortably,
and a class that is pushed aside and barely manages to exist.
Q: Whom in particular are you referring to?

A:Unfortunately these classes are mostly divided into age groups.
Who is the victim of unemployment? Primarily the younger
generation. It is not absorbed, and everything is closed to it. This
generation in Israel is composed of released IDF soldiers. I am
trying to prevent this situation with all my might. The question
regarding the solution of our economic situation is whether to
proceed at a fast pace, to make changes and risk unemployment, or
whether to proceed at a slower rate in order to prevent unemploy-
ment. I chose to proceed slowly and prevent unemployment.
Despite all the bleak prophesies made at the beginning of the year
‘that unemployment will soar, we in fact are a country without

unemployment, and 1 am very proud of it. It is true that the
healing process is taking longer; however we are avoiding another
disease, because in healing one part of the body you run the risk of
infecting another part. -

Q: Sir, what are the lessons you learned from the Lebanese warin

" " the political and military spheres?,

A: The political lesson is that we should make war only when we
have no other choice, and we should withdraw from the territories
when we do have other choices, and not the other way around.
This is almost a strategic rule for a country like ours, where the
people’s support is essential to the IDF’s activities. When we -
entered Lebanon we had other alternatives, and we are with-
drawing without any other alternatives. This is exactly the
opposite of what should have taken place, the opposite of the ways
in which we have acted in the past.

As for the military viewpoint: We must understand that we have
to meet every military challenge with the appropriate military
tools. For example, the use of a regular army is of limited value in
the war against terrorism, if for no other reason than that the IDF
will never adopt the terrorists’ rules of the jungle. This is not a
matter of courage; it is a matter of self-imposed restrictions. I am
not saying that we cannot occasionally use the regular army
against terrorists. However, | would not recommend a regular
army to permanently face a terrorist organization.

Q: Turning to the peace issue, how do you assess the struggle
between the pragmatic Baghdad-Amman-Cairo axis and between
the radical axis led by Syria?

A: I do not think these axes have been created against the
background of the conflict between the Arab states and Israel. |
think that the main eventin the Arab world today is the Iran—Iraq
war, and the groupings we see are between the supporters of Iraq
and the supporters of Iran. The Egyptian-Jordanian-Iraqi axis is
opposed to the Khomeini-Shiite-extreme fundamentalist axis
whose main components are Iran, Libya, and Syria.

Q: Nevertheless, Mubarak and Husseir-have held many meetings
recently in order to consolidate some sort of suggestion for a
dialogue and an arrangement with Israel.

A: This is true, and it stems from two considerations: First, they
need fuel to feed their new coalition, and undoubtedly the peace
issue is this fuel. They are also interested in reducing tension in
the region. They do not want to face two fronts. Another thing we
must take into account is that they are fighting to win the heart of

the United States. They want the United States to go with them all
the way.

Q: Do you expect a meaningful improvement in our relations with
Egypt, and more specifically, will you meet Mubarak?

A: Let me rephrase your question: Is there a need for improving
our relations with Egypt? Certainly. Can they be improved?
Certainly. Is a meeting between Mubarak and myself possible
within this framework? Yes.

Q: Can you indicate when such a meeting will take place?
A: No. ’

Q: People say that it is imminent.
A: Yes. However, I do not want to be bound by the calender.
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cause transportation and trave! problems.
The rail line will help ease these problems
by supplying combined transport, meaning
direct access by train to the central
stations along the routes and from there
to the central stations along the routes
and from there by road to and from
various destinations. In addition, second-
ary routes in the Arava provide access to
plants and factories requiring heavy
transport.

* The railroad is known to be low in
operational costs and requires less fuel
consumption. In view of potential world-
wide energy shortages, this factor takes
on greater importance in contemplating
long-distance shipping from Eilat and the
Arava to the center of the country.

* While the economic viability of the
railroad is measured by the expected
freight business, it is reasonable to
assume that passenger services will be
run. Because of its mild winter climate,
Eilat attracts tourists from Israel and
abroad all year round. The intention is
to operate comfortable and air-condi-
tioned trains including vista-dome cars
and dining cars. Auto-carrier trains will
be provided and will travel directly to
Eilat from Ben-Gurion airport. The dis-
tance between Eilat and Tel Aviv is

estimated at about four hours by train.

The importance of the rail line to Sdom
and Eilat goes beyond its direct influence
on the Israel State Railways and is vital
for national, commercial and political
reasons. The transportation link between
Eilat and the center of Israel connects
three seas and provides for industrial
.growth, rendering this project so very
vital.m

Reprinted with permission from Negev,
Spring '84.

* %* %*

Israel Railways carried 5.7 million
tons of freight in fiscal 1983, compared
to 5.4 million tons in 1982, according to
figures recently released. The railroad
carried 2.8 million passengers, the same
number as the previous year.

Income, however, showed a drop
of 13% in real terms, including a 20%
fall in passenger revenue. The total intake
was [52.2 billion in fiscal 1983, which
ended last March 30.

The railway's deficit during the past
year grew by 16% to 15400.8 million
despite the increase in freight and various
efficiency measures.

An Israeli Space Program

At the beginning of 1983 Israel’s
Minister of Science and Development,
Yuval Ne’eman established the Israel
Space Agency to coordinate Israeli space
research and to pioneer new ventures.
The Agency’s establishment was not
widely publicized, in part because of
doubts as to the contribution that a tiny
country such as Israel could make in such
an expensive field, generally considered
to be reserved for the superpowers.

Research achievements

However, Israeli space science is well-
developed. A straight line leads from
Israel’s successful launching of a meteoro-
logical research rocket in 1961, via Israel’s
military missiles (a spin- -off of that
research) to the present Space Agency
with its varied space, communications
industrial-economic  interests.  Israel’s
well-developed electronics industry mis-
sile expertise and physics research provide
a good basis for, and stand to benefit
from, developments promoted by the
Space Agency.

Israel needs to be independent in
space science and satellite communica-
tion. Long-term national strategic planning
must provide the whercwithal to forestall
a situation where, for example, the serv-
ices of the communications satellite pre-
sently transmitting Israel’s commercial,
political and other messages might be
suspended. [ repared t
meet the challenge of Arab-Sat, a com-
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great intelligence advantages.

Without publicity

Tel Aviv-born Prof. Dror Sadeh heads
the Agency. Prof. Sadeh, who studied
physics at the Hebrew University and at
the Sorbonne, specialized in astro-physics
in the US and is now chairman of the De-
partment of Astro-Physics at Tel Aviv
University. Undeterred by the lack of pub-
licity, he is gratified that the Agency is
being allowed to carry on its work far
from the public eye.

The Agency’s staff is tiny: five paid
administrative staff members support
several score physicists, planetary scien-
tists and engineers who provide their
services voluntarily. As part of a collabo-
ration agreement, NASA the US (Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion) gave the Israel Space Agency know-
ledge it has acquired by years of hard
work — a gesture of confidence in Israel’s
ability to develop successful research
projects in space science.

The hope and possibility of inde-
pendently placing an Israeli-made satellite
in orbit are still remote. Therefore, at
first the Agency is hoping to be able to
utilize occasional space room in the
American or European space shuttles for
small experiments.

Modest Goals

For the present, Israel’s Space Agency
will concentrate on ‘practical and produc-
tive areas, such as remote sensing, micro-
gravity, space bio-medicine and X-ray
investigations. Such basic research can
provide ideas which, when applied, will
contribute to a great expansion of Israel’s
science-based industry. New products,
jobs and profits will be created, as oc-
curred in the US. On this basis, the
Agency is trying to mobilize research
money from local industry. -

viv_Unijversity and the Technion |
are establishing a joint Ce or
Sgudies, to prepare a body of talented—

young people trained in space sciences.
One of the nascent Center’s first tasks
will be to produce space, astronomy and
astro-physics textbooks in Hebrew for the
science track in Israeli secondary schools.

Eventually — an Israeli Satellite?

The Space Agency will aid and col-
laborate with the Space Studies Center,
as it is already collaborating inter-
nationally with NASA and the European
Space Agency. The objectives are to get
as much as possible out of Israel’s small
research budget by hitching a ride on
someone else’s space shuttle, and sharing
the knowledge discovered.

Yitzchak Dinur
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Leaders View U.S. Space Defense, Arab Relations

Prime Minister Peres
TA181246 Tel Aviv BAMAHANE in Hebrew
17 Apr85pp 10, 11, 55

[Interview with Prime Minister Shim'on Peres by Brigadier
General Yosi Eldar, chief IDF education officer; Lieutenant
Colonel Avi Lavsky, chief editor; Arab affairs correspondent
Hayim Raviv, and assistant editor Yosef Argaman — in the
Prime Minister’s Office on 8 April]

[Excerpt} Question:  Why do you support Israel’s participation
in the U.S. *“star wars” plan?

Answer: We have received an invitation the exact nature of
which we have not determined. The invitation was extended in
principle, and we accepted it in principle. I still do not know what
the United States is offering us. In principle, however, star wars
is not just another U.S. strategic move. It is a new dimension in
the technological, scientific, and strategic spheres.

The ascent to space constitutes a revolution in human life, and
we still do not grasp the scope of this revolution. What is termed
“star wars” is actually a departure from earth and a journey to
a world with completely new conditions. I expect the Americans
to reach the peak in their star wars technology within a decade.
Perhaps toward 1992, which will mark 500 years since the
discovery of America, we will discover a new America and a new
world, different from the ones we have known.

I also expect Americaninterest in international conflicts on earth
to be lessened. The United States will move in completely new
dimensions. It is not a matter of buying a ticket in order to fly
from earth to space. This ticket is far more revolutionary in all
possible areas: new metals, new communications, new move-
ment, new computers, everything will be new, and in 10 years
everything will be judged according to this new yardstick.

Question: Is this why Israel should join the project?

Answer:  Yes. It is like joining a new era. Imagine if Columbus
had invited an Israeli to join his ship. I, for one, would have
supported this invitation, no matter what he was going to dis-
cover.

Question:  However, this plan has an aspect that is actually
anti-Soviet.

Answer:  The truth is that Israel does not have an anti-Soviet
policy. However, the Soviets have an anti-Israeli policy, and all
our attempts to change that fact have failed. The Soviet Union’s
anti-Israeli policy does not stem from the fact that Israel poses a
danger to it. It stems from the-fact that the Soviet Union
methodically and in all areas supports the Arab side. It has not
behaved in this manner because it loves the Arabs more than the
Israelis, but because in its global calculations vis-a-vis the
Americans, it decided that it was preferable to join the Arabside.

i

Question:  With your permission, let us descend from space to
reality in order to discuss something that is closer to our hearts,

. 19Apr85 ' ISRAEL I

and perhaps even more so to our stomachs. How soon will we
extricate ourselves from the economic muddle? Do you think you
can succeed where others have failed?

Answer: | do not like the words “you can succeed.” The
country will succeed — this is not a personal matter. The answer,
in my opinion, is yes! To bring about this success we must exert
efforts in several spheres, and it will not happen overnight.
Superficially speaking, I could say that if Israel would decrease
its imports by 15 percent and increase its exports by 25 percent,
it would then be out of the muddle.

Can Israel increase its exports by 25 percent? Undoubtedly. Will
anything happen to us if we decrease our imports by 15 percent?
Certainly not. Therefore, we have the potential to extricate
ourselves from our present situation. The real problem is how to
recruit this potential in a country that is truly democratic in
essence, a country that has lived with sweet illusions for a very
long time.

Question:  Is the problem entirely economic?

Answer:  Naturally, in order to make the changes we must
make some structural changes in the economy, not only changes
in personnel. The outstanding thing in Israel is that out of 1.4
million workers, only some 450,000 are in production, whereas
the rest are in services. I doubt whether the services really serve
the citizens. I think they are more of a burden.

In every period of our lives we have built more and more
administrative networks, building new ones without disbanding
the former ones. We must, therefore, make structural changes.
Our concrete objectives for this year are to decrease imports by
at least 15 percent, the balance of payments deficit to between
$1.5 to 2 billion, monthly inflation — which is the greatest of all
evils — from double digit to single digit, begin a new policy of
investments and growth, and do all this without causing unem-
ployment. Because today you find medern society divided into
new classes: a class of employed workers that lives com-

fortably, and a class that is pushed aside and barely manages to
exist.

Question: 'Whom in particular are you referring to?

Answer:  Unfortunately these classes are mostly divided into
age groups. Who is the victim of unemployment? Primarily the
younger generation. It is not absorbed, and everything is closed
to it. This generation in Israel is composed of released IDF
soldiers. I am trying to prevent this situation with all my might.
The question regarding the solution of our economic situation is
whether to proceed at a fast pace, to make changes and risk
unemployment, or whether to proceed at a slower rate in order
to prevent unemployment. [ chose to proceed slowly and prevent
uremployment. Despite all the bleak prophesies made at the
beginning of the year that unemployment will soar, we in fact are
a country without unemployment, and I am very proud of it. It
is true that the healing process is taking longer; however we are
avoiding another disease, because in healing one part of the body
you run the risk of infecting another part.
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followers prevented several Arab residents from entering the
area. Some carts belonging to vegetable vendors were overturned.
In the end, the military governor permitted Rabbi Levinger to
enter the casbah.

IDF Asks MK’s To Evacuate
TA191627 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1600 GM T
19 Aug 85

[Text] The military governor of Hebron arrived at the casbah
house a short while ago and asked the MK’s who are staying there
to evacuate the place. Our correspondent Shalom Oren reports
that they are currently discussing this.

This evening the IDF again closed down the Hebron casbah area
and is barring the entrance of those who do not live there. The
MK’s in the casbah house are allowed to come and go as they
please.

MK'’s Refuse To Leave
TAI91908 Jerusalem Television Service in Hebrew
1800 GMT 19 Aug 85

[Excerpt] The three Tehiya MK’s are adamant in their refusal to
evacuate the house they seized in the Hebron casbah. Our
correspondent Rami Gobernik reports that the Hebron military
governor arrived at the site early this evening and passed on to
them the defense minister’s demand that they leave the house
immediately. They rejected the demand, making their evac-
uation conditional on a Jewish family moving into the house in
their place.

It was learned today that the Association for the Restoration of
the Jewish Quarter in Hebron has purchased dozens of houses in
the town, through an Arab resident who bought the property
from the original owners. Our correspondent reports that these
purchases were made without the approval of the military gover-
nor and have not been officially registered.

The spokesman of the Association for the Restoration of the
Jewish Quarter in Hebron this evening confimed that between
40 to 140 pieces of property have indeed been purchased via Arab
mediators. He claims that the decisive majority of the houses in
Hebron are not registered; he did not comment on the point of
the military government’s approval for these deals.

Our correspondent Menahem Hadar today located the owners of
the house seized in the Hebron casbah. They told him that if they
had known that the house would end up in Jewish hands they
would not have sold it. One of them today published a paid
advertisement in the paper AL-FAJR in which he tells about the
deal and shirks responsibility for the sale of the house to the
settlers. Today Hebron was also visited by Minister Moshe Arens
whodecided at the time on settling the Jewish quarter in Hebron.

e
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IDF Evacuates MK’s
TA200432 Jerusalem Domestic Service in English
0400 GMT 20 Aug 85

[Text] The group of right-wing MK’s occupying an apartment in
Hebron were evacuated without resistance last night by the
Army. According to the defense minister’s media adviser, the
seven MK'’s were issued with an order by the head of the Central
Command, who said that the group had misused its parliamen-
tary immunity. The MK’s left the building on their own volition,
but protested the decision to evict them. They said they would
petition to the High Court of Justice against the defense minister,
and challenge the legality of the eviction. One of the seven,
Tehiya MK Ge‘ula Kohen, said she was certain the group would
return and again try to occupy the apartment in the Hebron
casbah.

Following the evacuation, the Army closed off the apartment and
posted guards outside. The casbah area, which was yesterday
declared a closed military area, is expected to reopen this morn-
ing.

Cooperation With U.S, in Medical Uses of SDI
TA191736 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew
1700 GMT 19 Aug 85

[Text] Israel and the United States will cooperate in applying
research done in the framework of the “star wars” project in the
area of cardiac medicine. This research will be coordinated on

the Israeli side by Prof Dani Gur, a heart surgeon at Tel -

Hashomer Hospital. This was concluded today by Prof Edward
Teller, the father of the hydrogen bomb, and Health Minister
Mordekhay Gur. Our correspondent notes that among other
things, the teams will examine the possibility of utilizing nuclear
energy to activate pacemakers, and of using isotopes, the harmful
effects of which are negligible. The Americans will finance the
research,

U.S. Arms to Jordan, Saudi Arabia ‘Firmly’ Opposed
TA200420 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew
0400 GMT 20 Aug 85

[Text] Israel’'s Embassy in Washington has received instructions
from Jerusalem to firmly oppose the supply of U.S. arms to
Jordan and Saudi Arabia, regardless of whether the weapons are
defensive or offensive in nature. OQur correspondent in Washing-
ton Razi Barqay reports that early next month the administration
is scheduled to submit to Congress a request for the sale of
helicopters and various kinds of missiles to Saudi Arabia, as well
as three combat squadrons to Jordan. Isracl’s friends in Congress
are preparing to fight the administration on this issue.
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match: farms that grow out of season vegetables, for
instance, are sometimes located far from herds that
produce the organic fertilizer they need. That
distance can make the whole process prohibitively
expensive: transportation costs may increase the
cost of using wet and very heavy manure beyond all
reason.

Veteran farm settlements in the Hadera area are
now trying to overcome this difficulty, by
developing a technically and economically viable
system for the conversion of fresh cattle manure
into a dry product; in that form it could be easily
stored, transported and applied to the fields. Several
methods already have been tried, including ways of
drying, pelletizing and granulating the material. The
most promising approach, it seems at this time, will
use both heat and pressure to turn the manure into
dry bricquets — a form very convenient for storage
and transportation; just before their application to
the fields, those bricquets are pulverized in a
hammer mill or some similar installation.

The Technion team provided vital services in
this development effort, by testing the plant
nutrient content of the various products. They also
conducted controlled growing experiments, to
ascertain the practical benefit growing crops derive
from dehydrated organic fertilizer.

PRICE RISES REDUCE
GASOLINE CONSUMPTION
Tel Aviv — The consumption of gasoline dipped
sharply in July, in response to significantly higher
prices. The quantity actually sold.was 3.4% below
that of the preceding- month, and no less than 12%
below July 1984.

Although most of the petroleum fuel used in
Israel is distributed by three privately owned firms,
all stations sell fuel at uniform prices set for them
by government decisions. Including a hefty tax
increment, high fuel prices are generally conceived
as a convenient way of “mopping up purchasing
power”, as well as an incentive to reduce
consumptiuon of an imported commodity.

The sharp price rises of the last few months
have also caused more drivers to use 91 octane
gasoline, rather than the more expensive high test
96 octane. The one now costs drivers here the
equivalent of about $2.40 per U.S. gallon, while
the other is priced at about $ 2.80

ISRAEL RESEARCHERS SUBMIT L/Z

“STAR WARS" R&D PROPOSALS
Tel Aviv — High technology firms and civilian

research institutes already have submitted proposals

for 28 separate R&D projects, within the
framework of President. Reagan’s proposed Strategic
Defense Initiative (SDI). While no official decision
has as yet been’ taken on this subject at any

6

governmental level, many here are convinced that
Israelis have much to contribute to such a program,

.and are likely to benefit from it.

Discussions of this subject are now in progress
here. Last_ month a seminar was held at Tel Aviv
University, with the participation of a_group p of US.
scientists, headed by Prof, Edward Teller. The event
proposed to explore Israel’s ability to fit into the
program, in terms of its scientific and technological
capabilities. A group of U.S. Defense Department
officials is also expected for talks. with various
official agencies here. .

The public debate on this subject here has been
surprisingly low key. Although very sensitive to
anything likely to be disapproved by the Soviet
Union — the fate of a large Jewish community in
that country is never far from people’s
considerations — only very few Israelis have
expressed outright opposition. Most of those who
have put their opinion on record seem to favor
participation, mainly because it will give high tech
industries here an opportunity to grow.

However, the program may also appeal to
Israelis because of its very nature. Although the
feasibility of an antimissile system anchored in
space is far from certain, people tend to think well
of an effort that could lead to the ultimate
emasculation of nuclear threats anywhere in the
world.

DAISY SYSTEMS (ISRAEL)

ABOUT TO LAUNCH FIRST PRODUCT
Herzlia — The first innovative product developed in
Israel by a subsidiary of Daisy Systems
Corporation, is about to be unveiled. According to
press reports here that will be the “BoardMaster”, &
computer aided system for the design of advanced
printed circuit boards.

Daisy Systems is a young and highly successful
high tech firm from California. It was founded
there about five years ago by a group that included
several Israeli engineers who then completed their
education in the U.S.A. The firm has successfully
introduced its proprietary computer aided design
systems to the international electronics industry,
with sales just short of $ 70m. last year and
expected to total nearly twice that much in 1985,

The new BoardMaster is the first product
developed by the firm’ recently established design
and development wunit in Israel. Like other
electronics companies from the United States, Daisy
came to this country mainly in order to benefit
from the engineering and development skills
available ~ here. However, that is likely to be
followed by the establishment of a manufacturing
facility: such has been the experience of both lntel
and National Semiconductor, who are now building
production plants after the successful operanon of
R&D vunits over a number of years.
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ing the South West Africa People’s Organization (SWAPO) in a Namibian settlement.

What is less clear is precisely what form the new Government, to be formed by the Multi-Party Conference (MPC)
of internal parties, wiﬁ take. For one thing, it is hardly the first time the idea of an “internal settlement’ has been
tried: the Democratic Turnhalle Alliance (DTA)-led Government under Dirk Mudge in 1978-1982 collapsed, finally,
when the DTA lost much of its support from the majority Ovambo.

Predictably, Angola and SWAPO have attacked the interim plan, although South Africa insists that it is merely
a transitional one aimed at getting Pretoria out of Namibian affairs. The new plan does include some transfer of polic-
ing authority, including the controversial Koevoet unit (see Transition, Page Six).

BIKES FOR BENIN: Benin has received five motorcylcles with sidecars, 10 radio transmitters, parts and other equipment
from the People’s Republic of China as a gift. The gift was made to the Ministry of Interior, Security and Territorial
Administration, which handles internal security functions. The delivery took place in conjunction with a delegation
of the Chinese Communist Party to Benin.

KWANDBELE PLANS: KwaNdebele, the South African Homeland for the Ndebele (Matabele) of South Africa,
will be granted independence at the end of 1986, KwaNdebele Chief Minister Simon Sikosana announced at Siyabuswa.
Work on a new capital has been begun, to be known as Mhlanga. The other South African Homelands which have
been granted independence (Transkel, Ciskei, BophuthaTswana and Venda) have not received international recognition.

Middle East: Israel Welcomes SDI Participation Offer

Israel has welcomed the US invitation to participate in the research involved in US President Ronald Reagan’s Strate%ic
Defense Initiative (SDI), popularly dubbed “‘Star Wars”. Although the exact nature of Israel’s contribution to the
various research efforts grouped under the SDI remains to be worked out, it was clear that Prime Minister Shimon
Peres and Defense Minister Yitzhak Rabin were eager to accept the US offer in principle, as a sign of US-Israeli defense
cooperation if nothing else. The Israelis indicated that they were interested in how SDI research might advance their
own technological infrastructure; Israel would study any proposals before making a formal commitment.
NEW ISRAELI EQUIPMENT: A variety of new Israeli defense systems has been reported in recent weeks. Among
these are several new electronic warfare systems from Elta, the electronics subsidiary of Israel Aircraft Industry, and
including a new anti-missile naval radar sglstem, a naval radar system said to be able to detect small boats such as
the dinghies used by terrorist raiders, and other systems. Meanwhile Tadiran has announced that it is develop-:éﬁ
u
s|

a new electronic warfare collection system and an imaging system for sending digitized pictures to a commander thro
existing communications channels. Israel Military Industries has recently unveiled an anti-tank system called MAPA
consistung of a portable infrared-guided missile with a range of 4.5 kilometers, following a laser-gencrated infrared beam.
TEN MORE YEARS? As Lebanon surged past the 10th anniversary of the outbreak of the civil war in April, 1975,
heavy ﬁEhting in Sidon and Beirut continued to pit one-time allies against each other and worsen the situation. It
often takes a major threat to force Lebanese leaders back from their latest of many brinks. Prime Minister Rashid
Karami's resignation may have played a réle in increasing the pressures on the ‘“Lebanese Forces” militia to announce
their unilateral cease-fire in their fight with Palestinians, Shi‘ites, and others in Sidon. Although Karami in effect back-
ed down by agreeing to serve as a caretaker Prime Minister (a caretaker Government could last forever), his move
did underscore the concern of the Sunni Muslim population about gains made by the Maronites on the one hand
and the Shi‘ites and Druze on the other.

The other issue involved in the Karami resignation was the outbreak of fighting by Shi‘ite Amal and Druze Pro-
gressive Socialist Party forces against the Sunni Murabitun militia in West Beirut. The split between Sunnis and their
ellow Muslims was deepening; Sunni Army officers were charging that the Sixth Brigade, the Shi‘ite brigade in charge
of West Beirut, was not being properly nonaligned in its treatment of militiamen. The Sunnis have no real milita
left in Beirut (the Shi'‘ites have besieged the Palestinian camps which, being largely Sunni, might back the Murabitun),
and as Lebanon slides further down the slope to partition into cantons, the Sunnis are threatened with submergence
into either a Christian or a Shi‘ite surrounding, since they are not geographically concentrated as are their rivals.
NEW EGYPTIAN 130mm? Kuwait’s daily al-Rayy al-‘Amm has reported that Egypt will unveil 2 new 130mm
field gun during military day ceremonies October 6. However, the newspaper cla.imcg that the new gun will have
a range that exceeds that of US 130mm guns used by Israel “by several kilometers”. But the US and Israel do not
use 130mm gun calibers (exceg;lfor possible captured Soviet Zguns in Israel); Egypt already manufactures the Chinese

M-59-1 version of the Soviet M-46 130mm gun at its Abu Zaabal Factory. It is far from clear if the Kuwaiti report
actually reflects a new weapon.

Transition: Recent Appointments and Cbanges

Argentina: Jorge Bacque has been aﬁﬁointcd a member of the S;/lxpreme Court of Justice, replacing former President
1

General Carrio who resigned for health reasons. Rear A¢miral Miguel Angel Grondona was named Deputy Chief
of the Joint Staff.

Aruba: As part of its independence plans, Aruba will adopt the US dollar as medium of exchange beginning in
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Moscow TASS in English

MOSCOW — T48sS political news analyst
Leonid Ponomarev writes: .

The Reagan Administration has officially ex-
tended an invitation to Israel to take part in the
this effect was made by Caspar Weinberger, U.S.
Secretary of Defense, a meeting of the NATO
Nuclear Planning Group in Luxemburg, Washing-
ton’s proposal signals a further deepening and

broadening of U.S.-Israelj “strategic partnership” |

aimed at forcing on the Arab countries American-

Israeli military rule, strengthening and broadening |

U.S. military presence in the Middle East.

In building up Israel’s military power, the
United States does not stint aid to its partner,
above all military aid. Over the past 20 years
Washington has granted Tel Aviv $20 billion for
military purposes alone, including the funding of
the Israeli interventions against the Arab coun-
tries. The Pentagon lavishly supplies Israel with
the latest military. equipment, including “F-16"
planes, M-1 tanks, airbombs, shells and mines.
The United States provides a percentage - of the

“Lavi” fighter bomber. Last year, for example,
more than $400 million from the more than a $1

spent on work to design that plane,

participate in the “star wars” shows that in
relations with Tel Aviv the United States continues
laying its main emphasis on military cooperation -
which is the main tool in the foreign policy of both
countries. It is obvious that drawing (Israel?) into
participation in militarization of outer space is
totally unnecessary, since, as the world public
knows, no Arab or other country in the world is
going to attack Israel, much less from outer space.

star wars’’ preparations program. A statement of | -

funds to Israel for the development of multipurpose: | .

billion worth American military aid to Israel were _

The American invitation extended to'Israel to|

Compiled from Israst Todsy Wire and Correspondent Sources

Pagé 2 Friday, May 31, 1986 — ISRAEL TODAY

The best way to look behind the Iron Cu'rtain is to
monitor its media. Israel Today presents its re_aders
these reports originating from the Soviet Union.

Israel and ‘Star Wars’ _
Moscow Domestic Service in szssian

ding to UPI, Israel intends.to participate
in l;::;;);ratigns for the im;?lementatlon of the s}tla}r
wars program.” Igor Charikov comments on this
rel;(t)?s known that Defense Secretary Wemberger
sent messages to the goverr}mex_lts of 17 leading
U.S. allies on March 26 proposing t_hat they tz}ke
part il working out and subsequentl}f 1.m;-)1ementm g
the so-called Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI).
Hiding behind this seemingly harmle§§ term are
Washington politicians’ plans for the militarization
of space. Among the message’s 17 addressees was
Ierateh not surprising that the Unitec'i State§ has j
chosen Israel as.one of the closest assistants in the
preparations for the star wars..You see, Israel has
been, and as U.S. Administration _leaders conﬁm},
will remain for a long time in the fu't_ure, a.stra'teglc
ally of the United States. This alhanf:e manifests
itself in Israel’s assumption 9f esse:ntlally thf: role
of a guard of U.S, imperiahsm’s_ interests in tl}:e
Near East and a role of a 1strﬂl(.mg fist in the
i tation of its regional policy.
lm'II)'ll’ft:]1 Elgiljlnited States spares no means for the
Israeli militarists’ armaments an.d hax'lds over the
latest types of weapons and intelligence data
gathering from satellites a.nd so on undel" any
pretext. From this point of view, Israel’s participa-
tion in the program to prepare for star wars can t?e
viewed as a cause for even closer military-strategic

cooperation.
; a . g o
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Star Wars dilemma >
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Ha’aretz by A. Schweitzer, 5 April

Israel is a country that can frequently surprise even those
living there who are supposedly used to its strange ways.
Take, for instance, the indifference displayed by our
politicai sector and media towards the invitation extended
to us, along with Nato members, Japan and other coun-
tries, by the US defence secretary to join the “strategic
defence initiative”. What we have here is no less than an

American offer to march alongside the US, in the highly

respectable company of the world’s most industrialised
countries, into the 21st century. It is the kind of offer that
deserves more than a shrug of the shoulders before pas-
sing to other issues of the day.

We have been given 60 days to reply, which means that
MTr Peres and his colleagues in the government have some
seven weeks left to decide whether to accept or refuse.
Amazingly enough, public opinion and its leaders have
not even woken up to the issue yet and the invitation and
its implications have not really been discussed. In the US,
a fierce debate on the subject has been raging for two
years, and the same thing has been going on among Nato
members for some two months. It seems we are too busy
with current affairs, urgent as they may be, to plan what
we are going to do in the future. Yet the matter is crucial
and must not be pushed aside. . .

The American invitation issued to Nato countries and
to others such as Israel to join the technological effort has
explicitly political overtones. The inclusioh of Israel
reflects both the importance which the president attri-
butes to the US Jewish community, and a recognition of
the practical contribution which Israeli science and
technology could make. It also constitutes an opening for
Israel to join the exclusive club of those powers that will
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shape tomorrow’s world. There is, of course, arider to the

invitation. The strategic defence initiative is causing great,

nervousness in the Soviet Union. The hostile remarks
made about Israel by Tass this week, which must be seen

as an official Soviet response, reflect the Kremlin's anger -

at Jerusalem. This should not be dismissed lightly. and
indeed Nato’s European partners are hesitating to accept

the invitation precisely because of concern about what the

Soviets might do to those who accept. . .

Some people will ask whether it is wise to accept in the
face of Soviet threats, which are likely to increase as.time
goes by. This question can be answered in two ways. One
answer lies in the political and economic realm, the other
in the military one. If Israel joins the anti-ballistic defence
project, its scientists and engineers will be employed in
research and development in the field of laser technology,
sensory optical equipment, energy supply and suchlike.
There will be finance for the development of appropriate
laboratories in Israel, and, last but not least, benefits in
terms of the civilian uses that could be made of such
research. In political terms, acceptance would mean
closer partnership with the US in a field which the US
administration regards as most important. Tass's com-
ments indicate that the Kremlin treats this prospect with
the seriousness it deserves, and it can be assumed that our
neighbours, including those who have conditionally and

_for the moment accepted the existence of Israel. will-

respond in the same way.

There is a fair chance that despite the fear many people
have of it, the Soviet Union will never send nuclear mis-
siles to destroy the US. It is even less likely to send them
towards [srael. However, the technological development
of anti-ballistic defence systems will necessarily result in
the development of weapons that could ensure victory in
conventional warfare, and perhaps end altogether con-
ventional wars as we know them today. Israel badly needs
such weapons. After what Mrs Jeane Kirkpatrick told us
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Commentarles View U.S, Offer To Join Space Defense
TA080643 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew
0430 GMT 8 Apr 85

[From the review of morning press editorials]

[Text] DAV AR says that President Reagan’s strategic space plan,
known as star wars, needs neither Israel's wisdom, nor that of the
British, the Germans, or the Japanese. Everyone knows why the
Pentagon entered into this business: Reédgan wants political
support_for this initiative. However, the extent to which the
administratijon is ready to pour content into Secretary of Defense
Weinberger's letter to his 18 counterparts, including Yitzhaq
Rabin, is not as apparent. Nonetheless, it seems that the letter
has generated a process to which a clever Israeli reaction could
help Israel without causing it any damage. A clever answer
means a close examination of the possibilities, and the choice of
a project that is feasible not only in space. The bull Reagan has
sent in the direction of Israel is flaunting laser horns, and should
be grabbed by them. Perhaps this is something that will never

materialize, but we will not have any influence on this. There is__

also no point in getting embroiled in internal polemics about the
intersuperpower bloc aspect of the issue, Qur position onone side
of the fence has long been proclaimed. This time there is room
for quiet, discreet, and substantive examinafion.

‘AL HAMISHMAR writes that this is a crucial decision for
Israel. Neither the economic point of view nor the technological
challenge can havc a decisive role, as the dilemma is political in
essence. Anyone who realizes how much weight the Soviet Union
attributes to this U.S, plan must provide a courtcous yet firm
negative response to Weinberger's appeal. We have just as many
security reasons against getting involved in this star war as the
European nations have. Concerning security, wc are also respon-
sible for i ws and their affiliation with
Israel, which must not be identified with the star wars project
that elevates the cold war to yet a new level.

Commentary Examines New Jordanian Government
TA091118 Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 9 Apr85p 10
[Commentary by Shmu‘el Segev:  “Husayn’s Intentions”]

[Text] The composition of the new Jordanian Government, which
includes Prime Minister Zayd al-Rifa‘i’s appointment of many
Palestinians to key positions, is evidence of King Husayn’s inten-

tion to continue to prepare for. a possible renewal of talks with
Israel,

Israeli experts familiar with the situation in Amman were prob-
ably not surprised by Husayn’s latest move. In the past, whenever
the king changed his policy, he always reshuffled his government
and found the most suitable candidate for the post that became
available at the time. During the past few weeks. Shim‘on Peres

-

ISRAEL

and the Jordanian monarch have exchanged “verbal messages”
and prepared the ground for this latest development in Amman,
Through interviews to the press, public remarks made on the
radio and on television, diplomatic talks with various U.S. fig-
ures, and in meetings with Palestinian notables in the West
Bank,Husayn and Peres signaled to each other that the time has
come for action. It may be that the basis for a dialogue is not as
perfect at the moment as it was in the summer of 1977 when the
Likud succeeded the Alignment as the ruling party. Menahem
Begin's overwhclming generosity in the peace accords with Egypt
might also have narrowed Jordan’s room for maneuvering, and
this may make it difficult for Husayn to agree to those border
adjustments that he favored in the past. It is not unlikely that
even Amman’s stand on the question of Jerusalem will become
more rigid. The important thing at the moment, however, is not
the “content™ but rather the actual resumption of dircct talks
between the two sides.

The peace accords with Egypt notwithstanding, no one can-take
away Husayn’s “credit” for being the first onc to hold direct talks
with Isracl. A few years before the 6-Day War, and especially
during the decade after it, Husayn was one of two Arab leaders
who dared hold direct talks — and at the most senior level —
with Israel. Egypt knew of these contacts; some of them were held
with Al-Nasir’s tacit agreement. These contacts ultimately laid
the ground for Anwar al-Sadat’s historic visit to Jerusalem.

The changes made in the Amman government, however, arc not
ordinary. If the groundwork is satisfactorily completed, Al-
Rifa‘i’'s government might be the one to negotiate with Isracl.

The government reshuffle in Amman also has an implication for
Israel's domestic arena:  More than any other event during the
past 6 months, the Israeli preprarations for a possible renewed
dialogue with Jordan prove the nature of the current Isracli
Government’s leadership.

During the short period when Yitzhaq Shamir took over from
Menahem Begin as prime minister, the foreign minister
expressed his willingness to meet with Jordan a number of times.
Even though he is graced with personal honesty and many of his
party members have faith in him, Shamir as the Likud’s lcader
lacks the political credibility greatly required for renewed nego-
tiations with Jordan.

This does not apply to the current Israeli government. A govern-
ment headed by Shim‘on Peres, and which includes such
ministers as ‘Ezer Weizman, Yitzhaq Rabin, and Yitzhaq
Navon, already benefits from the credit given it by Amman. Its
chances of succeeding in practical negotiations with Husayn are
better than those of any other team. However, the condition for
success lies in continuing the quiet preparations and in removing
the obstacles that might sabotage the chances of any overt
negotiations, if and when they open.
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First SDI Contract With Israel Signed During ‘Study Mission' by U.S. Companies

By TONY BANKS
Defense News Comrespondent

TEL AVIV — The first Strate-
gic Defense Initiative contract
with Israel was signed last week
between an unnamed U.S. com-
pany and the Ben Gurion Univer-
sity”of the Megee in Beersheba.
The contract deals with a magne-
tohydrodynamics project headed
by Yeremiahu Branover.

It was signed during a study
mission here by 24 technological
representatives of 20 U.S. com-
panies including Cray Research
Inc., Scientific Atlanta, Comsat

Government Systems Inc.,
Boeing Aerospace Co., Martin
Marietta Corp., Grurmunan Corp.,
AAI Corp. and the General Elec-
tric Co. The study mission was
headed by Joyce R. Starr, direc-
tor of the Near East Studies pro-
gram at the Center for Strategic
and International Studies at
Georgetown University, Wash-
ington, D.C.

*“This is not a trade maission’
Starr tells Defense News. It is “a
study mission by a group o~
high-level aerospace executive:
and technologically orientatec

decision makers to discuss mi
tual security issues.”

The visit was hosted by Yit:
hak Rabin, Israel’s minister ¢
defense. During their eight-da
vislt, the delegates met with
Prime Minister Shimon Peres
and the ministers of economic
development, science and tech-
nology, and industry and trade.
They were briefed by senior
members of the Israeli defense
establishment and visited Israeli

earch centers.

'he most important aspect of

trip, says Starr, is the oppor-

nity for one-on-one meetings

authority, Elop Electro-optics

stween the Americans and the J and a number of small firms.

raelis.

“There is only so much th:

wn be achieved by group se:
sions,”” she says, “And here tt
participants have the chance 1
discuss matters-of rautual inter-
ests on an individual basis.”

.The group held discussions
vith senior executives and re-
iearchers at 16 Israeli compa-
tes including Israel Aircraft In-
lustries, the Soreq Nuclear
Research Center, Rafael, the Is-
-aeli armaments development

g

“This is the first time that
ome of the small and medium-
ized Israeli comparnies have had
lirect access to the big Ameri-
:an companies,” says Starr.

. One purpose of her visit is to
familiarize herself with the quali-
ties Israel has to offer in the field
of SDI and aerospace research.
Starr interviewed representa-
tives of every participating com-
pany, and “1 found technologies
that we were previously unaware
of,” she says.

*“This is the first time that
such a high-powered delegation
has traveled abroad to see what

America's allies have to offer.
Prior to this visit, there were
many competing delegations to
the United States to find out
what we have to offer in the field
of SDL.

*‘But Israel has been at a par-
ticular disadvantage in this area
due to security considerations.
To date the dialogue between the
two countries has been primartly
at a political level. Israel has not
had the access to American com-
panies comparable 1o that en-
joyed by British, French and
German industrialists.”

A major obstacle to full coop-
eration is the absence of a
signed memorandum of under-
standing on cooperative SDI re-
search, but this should soon be
rectified when Defense Minister
Rabin signs the agreement on
May 5.

% L~ "Starr says that Israel's identifi-

able strength lies in technologies
applicable not only to SDI but

| also to space research. In partic-

ular she notes Israel's research
into lasers, software programs
and satellite placements.

“It is now up to the Israelis to
make the best of the study mis-
sion,”’ she says, "I[ they sit back
and wait for the American com-
panies to make the next move,
then nothing may come of all
this. It's up to them to follow up
on what has already been
achieved.”

Study: Army Nears
Manpower Shortage

Detense News Stafi Report

WASHINGTON — An analyst
at the Heritage Foundation here
anticipates the need for longer
Army enlistments, a streamlined
officer corps and other changes
in a time of strained budgets and
declining rumbers of endistment-
age men and women.

According to Kim Holmes, the
author of the conservative think
tank’s study, the manpower
shortage will become acute by

What has AAl soaring

‘high? A growing fleet of
RPVs. Our rocket-launched
prototype of the new mini-RPV,
PIONEER, Our microdrone —

VTOL and very high speed -~—now

indevelopment.

PIONEER isajoint develop-

ment of AAYand Mazlat, L.1d. —
the Israeli RPV specialists, And

we've improved on the battle-proven
best. PIONEER is the most reliable,

survivable, yet cost-effective RPV
system in the world today. 1t's the

Navy and Marine Corps choice.

AAT’s new division combines
this new generation of advanced
technologies with our experience
built over 35 years as 3 leading
defense contractor, We've integrated
in-house resources for rockets,
missile warheads, guidance systems,
data links, composite airframes,
miniature microwave devices, fiber
optics and more. We're focusing
onnew challenges,

AAI capabilities are worth
inquiring about. Call or write our

marketing director at AAI Corpo-
ration, Dept. 902, P.O. Box 6767,
Baltimore, MD 21204. Phone (301)
666-1400, Telex 8-7849, Forinfor-
mation on career opportunities, write
or call the Personnel Department.

THE SENSI

AALC N -

BLE SOLUTION

the end of the decade. In 1987,
the pool of eligible recruits in
the 18- to 24-year-old group will
be 2.5 million lower than current
levels, says Holmes, and by
1995, it will be an estimated 4
miltion lower.

Holmes recorunends a num-
ber of solutions to the problem,
including expanded recruiting
efforts, extended standard tours
of duty, greater use of reenlist-
ment bonuses, and new efforts
to attract high-quality recruits by
providing educational benefits.

Holmes also suggests upgrad-
ing the role of the Army Re-
serves,
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Israel Will Join U.S.

Defensive Initiative

By RAY SAIDEL

the decision has been
made. Israel will support
the U.S. Strategic Defense
Initiative. So this writer has been in-
formed by a high Israeli source.

It is a wise and proper decision.
Wise because the security needs of
this small country, Israel, require the
development of a near
foolproof defense §
against a growing tacti-
cal ballistic missile
threat from a number of {;
fanatical neighboring
states (a threat that
probably will become
nuclear). A wise deci-
sion because amongst
the thousands of techno- |
logical advances, improvements and
brand new developments that are cer-
tain to come about through the Strate-
gic Defense Initiative, one of the first
will be the sophistication of terminal
defense anti-tactical ballistic missiles.

As with the United States, deter-

rence alone is no longer a viable Is-°

raeli defense policy. Even a minimal
conventional missile attack by one
Arab state could, if successful, leave

Israel without adequate water or elec-.

tricity supplies for months— perhaps
years. _

THE COUNTRY IS extremely
vulnerable; its physical size and loca-
tion dictate certain security needs.
These minimal requirements are so

essential to survival that no friendly .

intelligent strategist would seriously
suggest that Israel leave Judea and
Samaria (the West Bank): you can’t
surrender the central high ground in a
60 mile wide Middle East country —
and survive. One can't repeat it too of-
ten, “Israel is absolutely not viable
without control of Judea and Samar-
ia.”” Itis beyond argument.

Without a tight anti-tactical ballis- -

tic missile system Israel’s defenses
remain critically deficient. And, the
mountains of Judea and Samaria, the
heights of Golan, these elements are
as essential to tomorrow’s anti-tacti-
cal ballistic missile defense as they al-
ready are to today's deployment of
more conventional weapons and
forces.

TERRITORY AND technology.
Thousands of years ago Israel learned
the value of control of the high ground.

lease has yet been issued,"

When the advanced chariot of the
Canaanites and Philistines drove
them from the coastal and interior
plains, it was in the highlands of Ju-
dea and Samaria that Israel survived
and built a eivilization.

Joining President Reagan’s initia-
tive is proper because as a democratic

country allied to the United States,

and a responsible member of the com-
mumty of free nations, Israel should
assist in this brave and farseeing pro-
gram; this move away from the doc-
trine of MAD (Mutual Assured' De--
struction. Could any program be more
aptly named?). toward a new more
hopeful security policy. Israel’s deci-
sion was predictable. And it stands in
sharp contrast to some of our larger
and richer allies: Western Europe's
meager loyalty to the U.S. seems con-*
stantly costed against trade with
America’s enemies.

EVEN WORSE, OF COURSE, are

our so-called ‘‘moderate’ Arab .

League friends. Their ‘‘/{riendship’’
doesn’t deter them from siding with
Khadafy and the PLO against the
United States. These ‘‘moderates’’
rage against U.S. support of demo-
cratic Israel (where Arabs have full
religious rights) but can’t find it in’
their minds or hearts to put one hun-
redth as much effort in condemnation
of the Soviet Union, which is murder--
ing the entire Afghan nation, their
brother Islamic state. Of course there
is no religious freedom in Jordan, Sau-
di Arabia, Sudan, Libya, and a host of

_other Arab lands. None.

Americans should be pleased with
Israel’s decision. For its tender age,"
size and circimstances, this energetic.
country is extremely -advanced in
electronic defense techniques. It can
contribute mightily, and, despite its
many problems, it isn’t spiritually ex-
hausted as our ‘‘major” allies show
themselves to be. On the contrary, itis
full of enthusiasm. Prime Minister
Shimon Peres, last spring, when inter-

-viewed by the Israel army magazine

Bamahane, said, ‘“‘Star Wars is not
just another United States strategic
move. It is a new dimension in the

technological, scientific and strategic:

spheres ... a departure from earth
and a journey to a world with com-
pletely new conditions.” Welcome
aboard,

P 3%

—Ray SAidel.is a research assoczate

at The Center For International Secu-.
rity, Washington, D.C.
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AIPAC asks U.S. for protection against[

ground-to-ground missiles

Sharing
Defenses

By Wolf Blitzer

WASHINGTON—The major pro-
Israeli lobbying organization in Wash-
ington has called on the U.S. to devel-
op an effective defense against conven-
tional ground-to-ground missiles
which it could then share with Israel.

“Israel’s enemies are now being
armed by the Soviet Union with a new
generation of highly lethal surface-to-
surface missiles, more accurate and
more deadly than any previously avail-
able weapons,” said Thomas Dine, Ex-
ecutive Director of the American Is-
rael Public Affairs Committee
(ATPAC). “Unfortunately, there are no
comparable defensive systems availa-
ble today that Israel could obtain to
protect its vulnerable cities from bom-
bardment.”

Dine was testifying on Jan. 30 in
open-door session before the Senate
Armed Services Subcommittee on
Strategic and Theater Nuclear Forces.
The panel had convened to examine
possible new defenses against tactical
ballistic missiles.

Dine said this was a subject *“of
particular interest to those concerned”
about the supply of such missiles by
the Soviet Union to “itsclient statesin
the Middle East.” .

“These missiles threaten American
security interests and the security of
our only reliable, consistent and demo-
cratic ally in that part of the world,”
he said.

The hearing came as the Reagan
administration has actively continued

A worthy address
to call your

you've fived
on Easy Street,

own
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Tom Dine

to push its controversial Strategic De-
fense Initiative (SDI) program, better
known as “Star Wars,"” Israel has been
invited to participate in the initial
research and development stage of the
SDI project.

Israeli officials, in accepting the U.S.
invitation, have been anxious to learn
if some of the new missile defense
technologies proposed in the SDI pro-
gram might have a spillover benefit in
conventional warfare. Thus, there are
clear benefits for Israel in eventually
receiving these state-of-the.art techno-
logies.

Israel Vulnerable

During the hearing, Dine submitted
a detailed paper on the threat these
new ground-to-ground missiles, espe-
cially the Soviet-made SS-218 recently
deployed in Syria, pose for the security
of Israel. The paper was written by W.
Seth Carus,- AIPAC’s seniot military
analyst,

“When fired from Syrm." Carus said,
“the SS.21 can reach targets through-
out northern Israel, including one of
Israel's main air bases, Ramat David.
If deployed in Jordan, however, all of
Israel would be brought within
range."

An accompanying map showed the
clear vulnerability of virtually all of
Israel’s major air bases which were
identified as Ovda, near Eilat; Ramon,
Hatzerim, and Nevatim in the Negev;
Tel Nof and Hatzor near the coastal
plane; and Ramat David and Mahan-
ayim in the north,

“If there is a danger of an Arab
attack,” Carus said, “Israel will be
forced to strike first, because it will not
be able to take the risks of waiting and
abgorbing an Arab attack. Although
such a strategy will make the Middle
East a more dangerous place, the abs-
ence of a viable defense against tacti-
cal ballistic missiles will leave Israel
with no alternative.” N

The paper suggested that “tactical
ballistic missiles directed against (Is-
raeli) cities could easily result in 5,000
dead and wounded Israeli civilians ip »

PR
b
[

future Arab.Israeli war.”

Thus, Carus called for a new defense
against such missiles. “Although the
Israeli military could take steps to
develop defenses on its own,” he said,
“the development of such systems is
too great a challenge to be handled by
one small country.

“*Clearly, any progress made in the
United States to develop answers to
the dangers posed by tactical ballistic
missiles ¢could have a fundamental
affect on Israel’s future gecurity. And,
it should be stressed, the benefits
regulting from the development of
such a system would be shared by
other American allies who also find
that they must deal with the growing
threat of tactical ballistic missiles.”

IAI Gets Bad News

Meanwhile, Israel received some bad
military-related news the other day—
portending possibly even worse news
down the road.

Because of the Gramm-Rudman
budget cuts, Israel Aircraft Industries
(IAD is now in danger of losing a
proposed $10-12 million contract to
sell mineplows to the U.S. Marine
Corps,

The mineplows, which are attached
to the front of M-60 and other tanks,
clear away mines.

IAT officials were informed that the
contract was now endangered because
of the most recent federal budget cuts
forced on the Marine Corps by the
Gramm-Rudman law. The law is de-
signed to reduce the massive federal
budget deficit.

The Israeli company had been nego-
tiating the deal with the Marines for
nearly three years. U.S. officials said
all the arrangements had been virtual-
ly completed until the Gramm-
Rudman law forced a re-evaluation.

U.S. and Israeli officials pointed out
that the Marine Corps, like the other
branches of the U.S. armed services.
were currently in the process of ‘harp
ly cutting back on procurement in a
whole host of areas.

They strongly denied that the tenta-
tive decision to cancel the mineplow
deal reflected any political irritation
with Israel.

IAI officials had hoped that this
initial sale to the Marine Corps would
encourage other foreign nations to
purchase the mineplows, which have
been shown to be very effective.

In recent weeks, TAI, in a joint
venture with Tadiran, had announced
the sale of a new generation of pilot-
less reconnaissance aircraft—known as
remotely piloted vehicles (RPVsi—to
the U.S. Navy.

In addition, the U.S. Navy is expect-
ed to lease another 12 Kfir fighters for
use during training exercises. A first
batch of 12 Kfirs, based at the Oceana
Air Naval Station in Virginia, already
has been leased by the Navy to simu-
late Soviet-made MIG-21s. This pro-
posed second shipment would be based
in Arizona.

(Special to PB.J Wl
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Israel Said To Need ATBM

Friday, February 21, 1986 11

New York Firm

Israel is in increasing danger of
attack by improved tactical ballistic
missiles, and needs to share the
technology being developed by the
U.S. Army to counter such
surface-to-surface weapons as the
Soviet SS-21 missile, says a military
analyst . for the American Israel
Public Affairs Committee. - 2

Seth Caras said in a ‘paper
presented recently to the Senate
Armed Services Committee that “‘a
defense against tactical balistic

missiles would significantly enhance -

Israel’s security.”

The Army is developing such a
system, known as the Anti-Tactical
Ballistic Missile, or ATBM, and
based at first on improvements to
such antj-air missiles as the Patriot
air defense system.

“Although the Israeli military.

could take steps to develop defenses
on its own, the development of such
systems is too great a challenge to be
handled by one small country,’’ said
Caras. ‘“Clearly, any progress made
in the United States to develop
answers to the dangers posed by
tactical ballistic missiles could have
a fundamental effect on Israel’s
future security.”

The ATBM, being developed as

~part of the Army s role in the

Strategic Defense Initiative, 1s

+-meant to defend U.S. bases in
- Europe against attack by con-

ventional or nuclear-tlpped short
range missiles.

Israel faces much - the same

" threat, Caras notes. Syria, he says,

“has as many as 24 SS-21 missiles,
and additional numbers are re-

_ported to have gone to Iraq. The 120

kilometer range of the SS-21 allows
it to be used against targets that the

-FROG-7 [an older Soviet missile]

cannot reach, When; fired from
Syria, the SS-21 can reach targets

throughout northern Israel, includ-

ing one of Israel’s main air bases,
Ramat David. If deployed in
Jordan, however, all of Israel would

be brought within reach.””

By the ‘end of the decade, Caras
considers it ‘*highly probable’ that
the Soviets will ship SS-23s to Arab
states.

. ““It is likely that in the 1990s,
Arab armies will acquire tactical
ballistic missiles from other sour-

Lces,”™ he adds. ‘‘Brazil is looking
. into building a medium range

ballistic missile, with the develop-
ment funded by foreign countries.
Past experience indicates that Arab
countries, Iraq or Libya, would be
the likely sponsors and beneficiaries
of such a'project.”” And European
nations . might sell Arab states
sophisticated munitions to put on
such missiles.

Making Radios

Numax Electronics Inc. of
Hauppauge, N.Y., has estab-
lished a productlon line to
manufacture versnons of the
AN/VRC-12 series of tactical
VHF-FM radio sets.

The firm obtained the
manufacturing technology from
Tadiran Inc., Israel’s largest
civilian and military electronic
communications company.

‘Recently;—the ~U.S. Army

cancelled two contracts worth
$19 miilion with the American
firm E-Systems which had been
making the radios.

Test stations and automatic
test equipment have been pur-
chased and are in place, Numax
says. Production is about to
commence for a foreign
customer, whom the firm would
not identify.

The radio series come in con-
figurations suitable for a variety
of military vehicles such as
jeeps, tanks, and other combat
vehicles. The radios provide
two-way communications. The
Army broke off its contract
with E-Systems because it was
unhappy with the firm’s perfor-
mance; the company has said it
will appeal the decision.

CONTRACTS

(Continued from preceding pags)

infrared sub-systems; one control indicator panel; 18 bore
sight switch assemblies; 212 filter screens; and 59 baffle
assemblies. Work will be performed in Dallas, Tex., and is
expected to be completed by November, 1987. Contract funds
will not expire at the end of the current fiscal year. This is a
sole source contract initiated on June 11, 1984. The
contracting activity is the U.S. Army Missile Command
Redstone Arsenal, Ala. (DAAHO01-86-C-0437).

New England Research Center, Inc., Sudbury, Mass o 1

" being awarded a $3,302,690 firm-fixed-price contract for 400
Dewar detectors, DT-617A/UA (common modules which fit

many weapon systems), Work will be performed in Sudbury,
Mass., and is expected to be completed by July, 1987.
Contract funds will not expire at the end of the current fiscal
year. There were 50 bids solicited on Sept. 30, 1985, and six
bids received. The contracting activity is the U.S. Army
Communications and Electronics Materiel Readiness Com-

. mand, Ft. Monmouth, N.J. (DAAB07-86-C-F064).

Allied Corp., Bendix Communications Division, Baltimore,
Md., is being awarded a $27,936,000 modification to a
firm-fixed-price contract for 776 MB18E1 Patriot fuzes. Work
will be performed in Baltimore, Md., and is expected to be
completed by March, 1988. Contract funds will not expire at
the end of the current fiscal year. This is a modification to the
original sole source contract initiated on Feb. 26, 1985. The
contracting office is the ISA/LABCOM Procurement Office,
Adelphi, Md. (DAAK21-85-C-0042).
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IN HIS article opposing an Israel
role in President Reagan’s “Star
Wars” project (Jerusalem Post,
February 11) Joe Franklin serves up
a concoction of half-truths, non-
sequiturs, simplifications, and flam-
boyant put-downs. ke makes one —
and only one - irrefutable point: that
Israel’s decision to participate in the
U.S. Strategic Decfence Initiative

. should be preceded by a careful

evaluation of the costs and benefits.
His assumption that this has not
been done, however, is question-
able, considering the long months
that have passed between the initial
U.S. invitation and the govern-

.ment’s acceptance. The more

reasonable assumption is that-our
elected representatives in the
appropriate ministries performed
just such an evaluation. :

Moreover, the time was certainly

adequate for opponents to make-

their views known. One suspects
‘that his claim that the issue has not
been carefully looked at is really an
expression of his disappointment
with a decision that is not in accord
with his own preferences. I will limit
myself to only a few points.
"Franklin argues that parti

cipation in SD1 will take place at the
expense of research in other, more
pertinent forms of Isracli defence
needs and of more humane, Pcaccful

East war. Moreover, we are talking
about participation in SDI projects
by Israeli scientists who are for the
most part already working in re-
lated defence fields and whose SDI
funding would come from the U.S.
as an addition to, and not a substi-
tute for, current domestic and fore-
ign sources.

Franklin also argues that U.S.
security procedures would demand
the compartmentalization of Israeli
science. Does he reaily believe that
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our high-technology weapons-
related research and development
has, to date, been conducted in any
different fashion?

These same security procedures,
he argues, will prevent Israel from
acquiring any of the key military
technologies or access to use of com-
mercial spinoffs. He could be right.
Butonly if our leaders are so naive as
to fail to ensure that the details of the
agreement (which are still to be
worked out) preclude this from hap-

pening. 1, for one, have more faith '
than that in the officials of our Minis- '

try of Defence and defence relatet

“industries.

FRANKLIN bemoans the “militariza
tion of space.” Where has he becn
since Sputnik and the first intercon-
tinental ballistic missile some 2} to
30 years ago? Space is already heavi-
ly militarized and will undoubtedly
be a critical combat arena (perhaps

s,

tarWars

the decisive one) in any superpower
war. Beside its great potential con-
tribution to enhanced deterrence,

~ SDI-related research will allow for a

better understanding of this combat
arena and a greater capability to
compele therein. Also implicit in his
argument is the flawed assumption
that weapons and military capabili-
ties create tensions and conflicts and
cause wars. This is putting the cart
before the horse.

NALLY, the Franklin article
aotes that “Israel was founded, at
least in part, through international
perception of the inadmissibility of
holding a people hostage to a perpe-
tual threat of‘destruction. Israel's
government today would be well
served by the same principle.” 1
could not agree more with this state-

‘ment. But, its intended conclusion is

a non-sequitur. We have lived for
over_a generation es to
- 1 threat of destpuction as

$5edin-the irisanefhzory of

*“Mautual Assured Destruction. SDI is

an attempt to get out of that blind

alley — an attempt whose feasibility
can anly be determined by thorough
rescarch. Developing any significant
degree of defence can only increase
deterrence in the long run, Moreov-
er, the mere existence of the con-
cept, and of the apparently real
resolve to pursue it, have already led
the Kremlin to offer greater conces-
sions in arms control than ever be-
fore. Even if nothing elsc comes out
of SDI, this will have made it worth-
while. )
Expansion into space, with even-
tual access to unbelievably huge new
sources of energy and raw matcrials
(along with many other long range
benefits), is both a necessary future
for mankind and the greatest dream
and adventure ever embarked upon.
Any and every way that Israel can
take part in it should be seized upon.
Morcover, it just might incidentally
address a more mundane Israeli con-
cern, Whenever Israel is somewhere
at the forward edges and engaged in

exciting, dream-filling endeavours,

the likelihood increases of attracting
bright, modern and idealistic Amer-
ican Jews to give Israel a try.

The writer Is head of the Department of
Strategic Studies at the International Re-
search Centre on Contemporary Society.
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SDIO’s Gardner Out; Smith IN couesionss

SDIQO will lose another key
official this summer when Yonas,
the program’s chief scientist,
returns to Sandia National Labor-
atories. Yonas is serving in SDIO-on
a two-year leave of absence from the
lab which will expire in August.

The top-level turmoil comes as
*‘Star Wars”’ employees are bracing
for a major reorganization. As the
multi-billion-dollar research effort
has progressed, the job of managing
SDIO has become increasingly
complicated; officials said. In the
absence of a full-time deputy, the
entire administrative responsibility
has fallen to Abrahamson. At the
same time, the number of SDIO
employees is scheduled to double to
around 200 in fiscal 1987,

““There is a sense as the program
gets larger it becomes a bigger
management job,”’ Gardner said.
““There are stronger organizational
structures that could be created.”

The new organizational structure
officials are mulling would whittle
the number of officials who report
directly to Abrahamson from the
current total of nine down to two.
At present, the chiefs of eight
separate SDIO departments—from

management—as well as chief
scientist Yonas have direct access to
Abrahamson.

Under the new structure, set to be
unveiled sometime this month, two
new layers will be inserted between
Abrahamson and his department
heads. Directly below Abrahamson
will be the new deputy director.

one-half of SDIO. Exactly how the
office will be divided between the
two new assistant directors is not yet
known. Gardner said the two slots
will probably be filled by individuals
already employed by SDIO.

Said one SDIQO official: **This
takes the day-to-day burden of
management off of Abrahamson. It

Below him will be twin assistant  will facilitate management of the
directors, each responsible for program.”’

——NAVY SEEKS 125 ORIONS——

The Navy has set July as the month it will ask aircraft manufacturers
to bid on a multi-million-dollar contract to build new versions of the
P-3 Orion, now built by Lockheed Corp. The Navy hopes to change the
airframe of its antisubmarine warfare workhorse, according to
officials.

Under the Navy’s plan, the service will award a ‘‘winner-take-all’’
contract to build 125 P-3s at a rate of 25 per year.

The Navy is putting Lockheed’s aircraft up for competition because
service officials believe the company’s plane costs too much at $35
million a copy.

The Navy said last week that a contract will not be awarded until
1987. It will require firm fixed prices. *‘The major competition will be
for the airframe and some contractor furnished equipment, while the
government expects to continue purchasing and supplying some articles
on a government furnished equipment basis. As part of the P-3D
competition, the competitors’ options such as new engines, reliability
.and maintainability improvements, survivability improvements and/or
enhancements to operational capabilities will be requested,’”” a Navy

directed energy weapons to resource

spokesman said.

Star Wars Feasible,

BY DAVID J. LYNCH

The technical feasibility of a ¢‘Star Wars”’ defense has
been established, according to Lt. Gen. James Abraham.
son, the director of the Pentagon’s Strategic Defense
Initiative Organization. Abrahamson told an industry
group last week the program is moving into a new phase
of making the components of a defensive shield less
costly.

~ ‘“We are nearly there,”” Abrahamson said. ‘It i ~0

longer a ~~stion of ‘ifs’, it’s a question of ‘hewlu.wy’,
a~" ‘hon .xpensive’.”’ The general’s remarks came
duiiug a Feb. heon address to the American
Defense Preparedness Association.

With the resolution of the technical questions
ostensibly in sight, Abrahamson said the Pentagon will be
stressing ways to make a *‘‘Star Wars’’ defense
affordable. ““It’s not enough to show that it’s technically
feasible,”” he said. ‘““We have got to now move into the
next phase of the program.”

The SDI chief cited the ERIS missile contract recently
awarded to Lockheed Missile and Space Co. as an
example. The ERIS interceptor should be capable of
killing Soviet warheads for less than $1 million, he said.
Abrahamson acknowledged that cost goals ¢an not be set
for each SDI project, but said estimating component
costs will be a ‘‘major thrust’® of the program in the

Says Abrahamson

coming year. *‘This must be an affordable kind of option
for the future,’® he said.

SDIO officials have also decided to apply fixed price
contracting standards to at least one research effort, the
troubled Space Surveillance and Tracking System,
according to Abrahamson. SSTS has been on hold since
last last year while Pentagon officials mulled revisions in
the sensor design.

Abrahamson recently returned from a trip to Britain
and Israel where he discussed possible allied parti ~ °
in the research phase of the SDI. While abr
reviewed architectural analyses of an anti-missile
against short-range missiles in both countries
officials also demonstrated a 30mm cannon t
converted into a rajlgun, Abrahamson said. Ar
“ment of a formal agreement with Israel on its rol
is expected sometime next month.

The SDI is already beginning to benefit conventional
military forces, Abrahamson said. ‘“The fallout i$ already
beginning to develop,’’ he said. SDI spin-offs will extend
beyond better military gear to the commercial sector, he
added. And the SDI chief told the industry group that
Pentagon war games have demonstrated that the U.S.
and Soviet Union can make the transition to strategic
defenses safely. ‘““We can be stabilizing right from the
very beginning,’’ he predicted. The actual results of those
Defense Department efforts are classified.
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U.S.-Israeli agreement possible on ‘Star Wars' research
By RICHARD C. GROSS

WASHINGTON (URPI) _ Israel and the United States are moving close to
an agreemant on Israeli participation in "Star Wars" resesarch,
focusing on non—explosive weapons and countering short- range missiles,
sources said.

Israel’s defense ministry is working on a final draft memorandum of
understanding that is expected to be ready for signing in "a few wesks
te a month," a U.S. defense official said Tuesday

“Enounh details have been worked out soc that this thihE_T§_§3I5§:7
to _be sioned.” he said

The government-to-government ‘agreement would be the sescond of its
kind involving the complex "Star Wars" project since Defense Secretary
Caspar Weinberger invited U.5. allies to take part in the research 11
months ago. Britain signed a memorandum with the United States in
December.

Other U.S. allies, notably France and Japan, have balked at similar
agreements. But West German and Italian defense industrialists have
expressed eagerness to join the “Star Wars" -effort, potentially worth
tens of millions of dollars to the defense contractors of participating
countries. —_

T o-geltt  arddieipatien—woul ore politicaL~201n€9 with
administration because of the nign prigrity 1t accords the proje
——More—~"~

administration official said.

Israeli officials envision contracts worth "a few hundred thousand
dollars” being awarded initially, with more to come later in possible
partnership with American aerospace firms, an Israeli source said.
Israel already has business relationships with U.S. defense contractors.

"We want to enter into areas in technology that would be to
Israel’s benefit,” an Israeli source said. "We feel that, in the end,
the best bet would be to work in partnership with American companiss and
not bid directly for contracts. As soon as the agresment is signed,
we'll bid feor contracts.

A spokesman for the Strateglc Defense Initiative, as "“Star Wars®
is known officially, said the contracts probably would be awarded
directly to the Israeli government. Israel’'s defenss industry largely is
government-ouwned.

Israel’s technological input into SOI gainad momentum during a
4-day visit to the Jewish state last week by SDI director Lt. Gen. James
Abrahamson, said the officials, who spoke on condition they not be
identified.

Abrahamson met with Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres, Defense
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and defense industry leaders, the officials said.
Israeli officials warmly embraced participation in SDI, limiting it to
what could be applied to Israsl’s own defense needs, they said.

~-More~--
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TEL AYIWy IszmReEL CAFY - THE HEAD QF
wHE oo EvmAaTtesrc DeFeEnseE IMITIATIVE
‘S LOOkTIrHE OQWVERSEAS FOR A FEM SO0D
WITEMTISTS TO HEULF DEVELOF THE
PRACE~EASED MISSILE DEFEMSE SYETEM.

LT. 3EM. JAME=Z HRERAHAMSOM S8AIO HE IS
IEEKIHMG PEOPLE LTHKE THE OHMES ERCKE HOME
iT AuBURM UNITVERSITY TH ALREAMAY WHO
IEVELOFPED A CAFPACITOR THAT CAN STORE
2000 TTMES MORE ELECTRICAL EMERGSY THAM A
IOMIYEMTIONAL CRFACITOR.

“WE THIME THAT WHILE WE HALE THE
FECHHICAL CAFAEBILITY TO DO LSTHE .
IESEARCHY ALOMEY WE AN PROEAEBLY DO TIT
HERFER AMD FASTER EY GETTIMNG TEAMS
TROM OUR ALLTES TO COMTRIEUTE» ™ HE
ZAID.

HE =POKE AT AM THTERWTEMW WHITH THREE
Jo I REPORTERS DURINMGE A RECEMT TRIF TO
IsrAEL AMD ERITAIMY THE THO COWHTRIES
MHICH HAKWE EEEM THE MOST RECEFTIWVE TO

—-—Mogre—- ]
PresroenT FEASAMTs  "“I2TAR WaRs™
FPROSRAM FOR A SFACE—EARSED MISSTLE
DEFEMSE.

ARERAHAMSOM ARGUED THAT ISRAELY Wi
IS ADWAMCED TECHHOUOSTICTALLY DESPITE
SHMALL SIZE MAY BE AREBELE TO HELF DEL
A DEFEMSE RASAIMST SHOST-RAMSE MISST
OF THE FUTURESs EBEUILOTIHMS ON EXFERTIS
AEOUT SOVIET-MADE 2X=21z AMND OTHER
SURFACE—-TO~SURFACE MISSILES THAT ARL
DEFPLOYED IM MHEIGSHEQRTIME ZvRATA.

IVYRIATS MISSTUES ARE WITHIN RRKNGE OF
MAJOR FOPULATION CEMTERS IM ISRAEL AMD
COMESTITUTE OME OF THE SREATEST MILITARY
THREATS FACTIHMG FAMERICAS CZLOSEST ALLY
I+ THE Mrooue EmsTt. THE SAME KIND OF
MISSTLES FPOSE SIMIUAR DAMSERS TO OTHE
ALLTES =JCH AS ZouTH FameEAa AMD WMEsT
FERMANT « '

A DEFENSE ASAIMST LOMGE—RAMNSE
MISSTLES IS HNOT EMWISIOMED UMTIL T
LARATE 17203y HE =AIDY EUT A WEAFPOH
MMHOCK DOWM SHORT-FRAMSE MISSILES COi
-~Morg—— !




FE IM FULRCE EWVEM FASTER EETAUSE THERE
WMERE MO TPOLITICAL LIMITATIOMS™ FROM
ARME ASREEMEMTE WITH THE ZOWIETE.

“THERE HAZ EEEM TOO MUCH TALK THAT
20T 13 gMLY FOR ITMTERCOMTIMEMTAL
FALLTSTIC MISSTILES .THAT THREATEM THE
HHNITED ZTATES. THAT S wWROMEY" =ATID
HERAHAMSOMN.

HOMEERY THE CAMFAIGH TO RALLY
AMERTCAS ALLUTES HAS HAD LUIMITED
swozESS.. Oney ERITAIM HAS SISHED A
FORMAL PRCTY ASREETHNS TO FARTICIFATE IM
FRESEARCH EWT HMOT DEFLOYMEMT OR
FRODLIITITOM. .

RERAHAMSON FREDICZTED ISRAEL AMD
FERHAPS WEST DPERMAMYT WOULD REATH
SOVERMMENT=TO=SOVERMMENT ASREEMEMTS OH
RESEARCH TH A FERITOD DOF MOMTHIZ.
ITALy AMD CAMARA WERE ALSO0 UISTED AS
FROSFECTS.

THE FOTEMTIAL FOR PARTICIFATION HWAS
EVEN SREATERY HE SAIDY EECAUSE IHMIUSTRY
COULT TAKE FART MITHOWT GOWERMMEMT
~—MgrE—-*

THIOUVEMEMT .

For ExAMFLEr FRAMCEY THE
METHERLAMDSs DEMMARK AND MHarwAw .
REJECTED SOVERHMEMT PARARTICIFATION EUT
WERE WILLUTIHS TO ALLOW FRIVATE COMPAMIES
AMD REZEARCH IWNSTITUTES TO TAKE FART.

"THETR THDUSTRY CAM PARTICIFATE =0
LOMS AS THEY HAWE SOME FUNIOAMEMTAL
ASREEMEMT SUJCH AS OM FROPER SECRECY OF
THFORMATION* " HE =8I0

-PrRIME MrnmrszTeEr SwWrmoOm FERES WAS OME
OF THE FIRST WORUD LEADERS TO EMDORSE
THE ZTAR bWARs FROSRAMs BUT ISRAELT
OFFICTALS ARE HMORE RETICEMT THAM
AERAHAMSON SEQOUT FORECASTIMNG A OUICK
ASREEMENT TGO FORMALIIE FARTICIFATION.

B Forersm MIMISTRY OFFICTALY WHO
TPOKE OM COMDITION HE HOT EE
TUEMTIFIEDY SAID TALKS WERE OHLY TIM AH

“"IMNTERHEDIATE =ZTASE. " FHFHOTHER
OFFICIAL SUSSESTED EXISTING ASREEMEMTS
EETHWEEM THE FEMNTASOM AMD IsSRAELT
MrrrsTRY OF LEFEMZE mAY EE ADERUATE TO
~-—MoRE——

TAFEGUARD SECURITY ANDT HHAT BERAHAMSON
CALLED  “THTELLECTUARL FROFERTY
FISHTZ .. "
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‘Israel needs SDI’

By AVI HOFFMANN
Post Defence Reporter

Israel may be missing an
opportunity to advance its secur-
ity interests by delaying formal
acceptance of SDI, the U.S..
Strategic Defence Initiative
(“‘Star Wars’’), a leading resear-
cher in strategic studies told The
Jerusalern Post last week.

The U.S. invitation to Israel
and 17 other allies to join in
research on space-based missile
defences gave Israel a chance to
fuifii its goal of increasing
strategic cooperation with the
U.S. and gain other important
political and economic benefits.

" said Dore Gold, senior research

associate at Tel Aviv University’s
Jaffee Centre for Strategic Stu-
dies.

Gold recently completed a
study of Israel’s potential role in
the SDI project.

Despite hints by senior govern-
ment officials that Israel was ab-
out-to participate in the project,
no formal public announcement
has been made. Prime Minister
Peres expressed enthusiasm ab-
out SDI to President Reagan dur-
ing his visit to Washington in
October. Despite this, said Gold,
Israeli-American contacts on the
project have, for reasons which
are unciear, been conducted with
a very low profile.

There are at least four ways
that a positive response on SDI
could benefit Israel, Gold
asserted in his study.

It could deepen Israel’s
strategic partnership with the

It would ‘define more sharply
than before the alliance between

Washington and Jerusalem. an
this greater clarity has a deterrent
value vis g vis Israel’s enemies.

By being invited to participate
in a global strategic endeavour (as
opposed to.a regional military
grouping) Israel is seen as more
than just a regional client of the
U.s,

Participation in SDI researct
will further the development o
Israel’s own missile interceptior

“technologies and will involve ke

sectors of the economy in tt
frontiers of Western technology.

Goid alse acknowledged that
there were possible negative im-
plications for Israel if it joined
SDI. It could establish Israel as a
strategic adversary of the USSR
and could ultimatelv lead to it
becoming a Soviet nuclear target.
[srael could also become involved
in America’s domestic debate on
SDI, with possible alienation of
anti-SDI friends of Israel.

However, wrote Gold, the
overall assessment tends to favour
[sraeli participation. Israel
should neot be concerned that this
will upset a possible break-
through in Israeli-Soviet rela-
tions. Indeed, Gold. said, the
opposite is more likely. The Soviet
stake in improved ties with Israel
can only grow as Israel’s strategic
link with the U.S. tightens.

A leading foreign strategic ex-
pert gave backing to Gold’s views
when he visited The Jerusalem
Post in November. Dr. Robert
O’Neill, director of the Interna-
tional Institute for Strategic Stu-
dies in London, said that Israel
would be well advised to join SDI
and reap the political and tech-
nological benefits of a partnership
with the U.S.
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U.S.~Israeli agreement possible on ‘Star Wars' research
“ 8y RICHARD C. GROSS

" WASHINGTON (UPI) Israel and the United States are moving close to
.an agreement on Israelx particxpatlon 1n "Star Wars" research,
fogusing on non-explosive weapons and counterlng short-range missiles,
sources said.

Israel’s defense ministry is working on a final draft memorandum of

understanding that is expected to be ready for signing in "a few weeks
to a month," a U.S. defense official said Tuesdav,

“Enough details have been worked out so that this thing is going 7
to be si eL" he_=aid

The government-to-government agreement would be the second of itis
kind invelving the complex “"Star Wars" project since Defense Secretary
Caspar Weinberger invited U.S5. allies to take part in the research 1!}
months ago. Britain signed a memorandum with the United States in
December. . '

Other U.5. allies, notably France and Japan, have balked at similar
agreements. But West German and Italian defense industrialists have
expressed eagerness to join the “Star Wars" effort, potentially worth
tens of millions of dollars to the defense contractors of participating
" countries.

Israel's participation would “score political points® with the

administration because of the high priority it accords the proJect, an
——More-- - .

administration official said.

Israeli officials envision contracts worth "a few hundred thousand
dollars” being awarded initially, with more to come later in possible
partnership with American aerospace firms, an Israeli source said.
Israel already has business relationships with U.S. defense contractors.

"We want to enter into areas in technology that would be to
Israel’'s benefit," an Israeli source said. “We feel that, in the end,
the best bet would be to work in partnership with American companies and
not bid directly for contracts. As soon as the apreement is signed,
we'll bid for contracts."” -
’ A spokesman for the Strategic Defense Initiative, as "Star Wars"
is known officially, said the contracts probably would be awarded
directly to the Israeli government. Israel's defense industry largely is
-government-owned.

Israel's technological input into SDI gained momentum during a
4-day visit to the Jewish state last week by SDI director Lt. Gen. James
Abrahamson, said the officials, who spoke on condition they not be
identified.

Abrahamson met with Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres, Defense
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and defense industry leaders, the officials said.
Israell officials warmly embraced participation in SDI, limiting it to
what could be applied to Israel's own defense needs, they said.

~=More--
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1104 AP-IsrAEL—-3TAR-~WARsy 1493
8tar WArs” 2ecicIng Is LiMmITED
TEL AYIY» IsrAewn ¢AP» - THE HEAD OF . !
HE U.oEBe STrAaTEsTC DEFEMSE I'NITIATIVE
‘S LOOKING OVERSEARS FOR A FEW 500D
ICTENTISETS TO HELP DEVELOFP THE
IPACE~BRSED MISSILE DEFENSE SYSTEM.
Lr. GeEmn. JAMES RERAHAMEOM SATID HE IS
JEEKTIMNG PEOFPLE LIKE THE OMES EACK HOME
1T AUEURN UNIVERSTITY TIM FALAEAMAS WHO
JEVELOFED A CAFPRCITOR THAT CAM STORE
200 TTMES MORE ELECTRICAL EMERGY THAM A
SOHVENTIONAL CRAPACITOR.
"“WE THINMK THST WHILE WE HAVE THE
rECHMICAL CAFPREBILITY TO DO (THE
IESEARCH? ALOMEY WE CAM PROBRAEBELY DO IT
THEAFER AMND FASTER BY GETTIMG TERMS
TROM OUR ALLTES TO COMTRIBUTE™ HE
SATD. >
HE =POKE AT AM INTERWVIEW WITH THREE
J.' 2. REPORTERS DURTHG A RECENT TRIF TO
IsrREL AMD BRITATIMY THE TWO COUNTRIES
WHICH HAVE EEEM THE MOST RECEPTIVE TO .
~~MOoRE-- ' . . v

PreEsSTDENT REASAN"s “2TAR WARs™
PROGRAM FOR A SPACE—~BEASED MISSTILE
DEFEMSE.

AErAHAMSON ARGUED THAT ISRAELY WHICH
IS ADVANCED TECHNOLOGSTCALLY DESPITE ITS
SMALL SITEY MAY EBEE ABLE TO HELP DEVELOF
A DEFENSE ASATMST SHORT—RAMGE MISSILES
OF THE FUTUREY EUTLDING OM EXPERTISE
AEOUT 2OV IET—-MADE 23-21ls5 AND OTHER
SURFACE~TO~SURFACE MISSTILES THRT ARE -
PEPLUAYEDY TM NETGHEORING 2YRIA.

SYRIATE MISSTILES ARE WITHIN RANGE OF
MAJOR POPULATIONM CEMNTERSE IM IsSRAEL ANMD
COMSTITUTE OME OF THE SREATEST MILITARY
THREARTS FACZING AMERIZATS CLOSEST [ALLY
™M THE Hropue EAsTt. THE sSAME KIND OF
MISSTILES POSE STMILAR DAMNGERS TO OTHER
ALLTES SUCH A5 Soutw Korem AWD WesT
CERMAMY o

F DEFENSE AGATHMST LOMG-RANGE
MISSTLES IS NOT EMWISIONED UNTIL THE
LATE 12305y HE =ATIDy EUT A WEARPOM TO
KMOCK DOWM SHORT~RANGE MISSILES COULD ‘
~—~Morg—-— ‘




EE IN PLACE EVEM FASTER EBECAUSE THERE
WERE NO "“POUTTICAL LTMITATIONS" FROM
ARMSE AGREEMENTSE WITH THE 20OVIETS.

“"THERE HAS EEEN TOO MUCH TALK THAT
EDI s OMLY FOR TMTERCOMTIMENTAL
BALLISTIC MISSTILES THAT THREARTEN THE
UNITED STATES. THAT" S WRONG*"™ =SAID
HERAHAMSON.

HOoMEVERY THE CAMPAIGM TO RALLY
AMERTICA”S ALLIES HAS HAD LIMITED
sSUCCESsS. OMuy ERITAIM HAS SIGHMED A
FORMAL PACTY AGREEING TO PARTICIFATE TIN
FRESEARCH FUT NOT DEPLOYMEMT OR
FRODUCT IEN . ‘

AErRAMAMEOM PREDICTED [SRAEL AND
PERHAPS WMEST BERMANY WOULD REACH
SOVERMMENT=TO-GOVERNMEHT RSREEMENMTS ON
RESEARCH I'M "“A FERIOD OF MOMTH=S."™
ITALy AND CANADA WERE ALSO LISTED &S
FROSPECTS.

THE POTENTIAL FOR FPARTICIFATION WAS
EVEN GREATERY HE SAIDY EECAUSE IMNDUSTRY
COULD TAKE PART WITHOUT GOVERMMEMT
—=MarE—~-

TNVOLVEMEMT .

Faor ExamMPLE» FrRAMCEY THE
HeTHERLANDSy DENMARE AND MorwaT
REJECTED GOVERMMEMT FARTICIFATION BUT
WERE WILLTIMG TO ALLOW FRIVATE COMPANIES
AND RESEARCH THSTITUTES TO TAKE FARTY

"THEIR INDUSTRY CAN PARTICIFATE =0
LONG AS THEY HAVE SOME FUNMIARMEMTAL
ASREEMENMT SUCH AS OM PROFPER SECRECY OF
INFORMATIONY" HE SAID.

PrrMe MrursTER ZHIMOM FPERES WAS ONE
OF THE FIRST WORLD LEADERS TO ENDORSE
THE STAR WARS FROSRAMy BUT IsSRAELT
OFFICITALS ARE MORE RETICENT THANM
AERAHAM=SOM AEQOUT FORECASTING A BUICK
AGREEMENT TO FORMALIZE PARTICIPATIOMS

i Forercen MIMISTRY OFEICTAULSY WHO
SPOKE OM CONDITION HE MOT BE
IDEMTIFIEDY SAID TALKE WERE OMLY IM AN

“"INTERMEDIATE STAGE." HANOTHER
OFFICIAL SUGGESTED EXISTTIMNG ASREEMEMTS
EETWEEN THE FPEMTAsOM AMD ISRRELT .
MrnrsTrRy oF DEFENSE MAY BE ADERUATE TO
—~=MorRE—~—

'SAFEGUARD SECURITY AND WHAT AERAHAMSON
CALLED “INTELUECTUAL FROFERTY
RISHTS.. "

RAP-MY—-02~28~28 233IEIT



t: IN HIS article opposing an lsrael

role in President Reagan’s “Star
Wars™ project (Jerusalem Post,
February 11) Joe Franklin serves up

. a concoction of . half-truths, non-

sequiturs, simplifications, and flam-

** boyant put-downs. He makes one -

and only one ~irrefutable point: that
Israel’s decision to participate in the

- ,U.S. Strategic Defence Initiative
.-should be preceded by a careful

evaluation of the costs and benefits.
His assumption that this has not
been done, however, is question-
able, considering the long months
that have passed beétween the initial
U.S. invitation and the govern-

.ment’s acceptance. The more

reasonable assumption is that-our
elected representatives in the
appropriate ministries performed
just such anevaluation. :

Moreover, the time was certainly

adequate for opponents to make -

their views known. One suspects
‘that his claim that the issue has not
been carefully looked at is really an
expression of his disappointment
with a decision that is not in accord
with his own preferences. I will limit
myself to only a few points.

. Franklin argues that parti

cipation in SDI will take place at the
expense of research in other, more
pertinent forms of Isracli defence
needs and of more humane, peaceful
needs. This is not at all clear. In
Israel’s case, we are largely talking
about electronic high technology
and the aerospace industry — both
key elements in our nation’s ability
to defeat numerically superior
_enemy tactical missiles and aircraft.
A number of SDI concepts may also
be directly applicable to defences
against- tactical and intermediate
missiles - something liable to-be of
great benefit in any future Middle
East war. Moreover, we are talking
about participation in SDI projects
by Israeli scientists who are for the
most part already working in re-
lated defence fields and whose SDI
funding would come from the U.S.
as an addition to, and not a substi-
tute for, current domestic and fore-
ign sources.

Franklin also argues that U.S.
security procedures would demand
the compartmentalization of Israeli
science. Does he really believe that

Week
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our high-technology weapons-
related research and development
has, to date, been conducted in any
different fashion?

These same security procedures,
he argues, will prevent Israel from

.acxtliring any of the key military
tec

nologies or access to use of com-
mercial spinoffs. He could be right.
But only if our leaders are so naive as
to fail to ensure that the details of the

agreement (which are still to be ,

worked o1t) preclude this from hap-
pening, 1, for one, have more faith
than that in the officials of our Minis-
try of Defence and defence related

‘industries.

FRANKLIN bemoans the “militariza-
tion of space.” Where has he been
since Sputnik and the first intercon-
tinental ballistic missile some 25 to
30 years ago? Space is already heayi-
ly militarized and will undoubtedly
be a critical combat arena (perhaps

the decisive one) in any superpower

war. Beside its great potential con-
tribution to enhanced deterrence,
SDI-related research will allow for a
better understanding of this combat
arena and a greater capability to
compete therein. Also implicit in his
argument is the flawed assumption
that weapons and military capabili-
ties create tensions and conflicts and
cause wars. This is putting the cart
before the horse.

FINALLY, the Franklin article
notes that “Israel was founded, at
least in part, through international
rception of the inadmissibility of
olding a people hostage to a perpe-
tual threat ofNdestruction. Israel's
government today would be well
served by the same principle.” I
could not agree more with this state-

‘ment. But, its intended conclusion is

a non-sequitur. We have lived for
over a generation as hostages to
perpetual threat of destyuction as
encompassed in the insane theory of
Mutual Assured Destruction. SDI is
an attempt to get out of that blind

alley — an attempt whose feasibility

" can only be determined by thorough

research. Developing any significant
degree of defence can only increase
deterrence in the long run. Moreov-
er, the mere existence of the con-
cept, and of the apparently real
resolve to pursue it, have already led
the Kremlin to offer greater conces-
sions in arms control than ever be-
fore. Even if nothing else comes out
of SDI, this will have made it worth-
while. ’
Expansion into space, with even-
tual access to unbelievably huge new
sources of energy and raw materials
(along with many other long range
benefits), is both a necessary future
for mankind and the greatest dream
and adventure ever embarked upon.
Any and every way that Israel can
take part in it should be seized upon.
Moreover, it just might incidentally
address a more mundane Israeli con-
cern. Whenever Israel is somewhere
at the forward edges and engaged in
‘exciting, dream-filling endeavours,
the likelihood increases of attracting
bright, modern and idealistic Amer-
ican Jews to give Israclatry. -
The writer is head of the Department of
Strategic Studies at the International Re- -
searck Centre on Contemporary Society.
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Mirror-Reflected
Laser Suggested

To Shield Allies

By George C. Wilson

Washungton Post Staflf Writer

MUNICH—1It would be “relative-
ly easy” ta destroy Soviet short-
range missiles flying toward Europe
with a laser beam reflected off a
mirror launched shortly before the
attack, Edward Teller told NATO
defense leaders here.

Teller, who helped develop the
hydrogen bomb, discussed the “pop-
up wirror” in trying to assure [:L'l-
ropeans that President Reagan's
Strategic Defense Initiative— or
“Star Wars” program—would not
erect a missile umbrella over the
United States alone.

The first payoff of SDI research,

3 Maxch 1986

Teller said during the Wehrkunde
conference here over the weekend,
might well be in finding a way to
shield Europe from the Soviet 5520
missile and rockets of shorter
range. One reason that stopping
such missiles “is relatively easy,”
Teller continued, is that their fuel
tanks are extremely vulnerable to
destruction shortly after launch.

Expanding on his idea in an inter-
view, Teller said the mirror would
be launched 50 to 100 miles above
Earth at the first warning of a So-
viet missile attack on Europe.

He said the mirror would be legs
vulnerable with this pop-up tactic
than if it were stationed in orbit._A
ground-based laser, Teller _sald,
would bounce beams off the mirror.
The mirror would be effective even
as it was being rocketed out of the
atmosphere, he said.

“This is of some great technical
interest in Germany,” Teller said,
because of the nation's advanced

Pg, 7
optical industry, which could coor-
dinate the laser beam and mirror in
developing a European missile de-
fense.

Declaring that it would take only
a few years to put such a system
together, Teller said: “I would like
to demonstrate” the antimissile de-
fense system *“before President
Reagan leaves office.”

In sounding another optimistic
note about the potential of an effec-
tive missile defense, Navy Secre-
tary John F. Lehman Jr. told Wehr-
kunde ‘delegoies that the U.S.
Navy's Aegis cruiser air defense
system had managed to destroy 15

- out of 16 simulated cruise missiles

in a recent exercise.

The Aegis’ capabilities, Lehman
said, have “totally transformed the
naval balance in Europe.” He called
for a “Naval Defense Initiative” that
would add Aegis technology to
NATO warships “to bring Europe
with us into the 20th Century.”

NEW YORK CITY TRIBUNE

Weinberger Urged

3 March 1986
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Reagan to Answer

‘Soviet Treaty Violations With SDI

BY PETER SAMUEL
Special to the New York City Tribune

WASHINGTON — The Pentagon has
told President Reagan the best re-
sponse to Soviet arms control violations
is “to press for full funding for SDI in the
Congress.”

SD1 — Strategic Defense Initiative
— is the Reagan Administration’s pro-
posed multi-billion dollar anti-missile
program.

The recommendation was made in a
confidential memorandum to the pres-
ident from Secretary of Defense Caspar
Weinberger dated November 15, 1985,
Sections of the report were selectively
leaked at that time, embarassing the
Administration as Reagan was on the
way to his meeting in Geneva with So-
viet leader with Mikhail Gorbachev.

The full text of the memorandum,
obtained by the New York City Tribune,
emphasizes pressing ahead with the
8DI and other Pentagon budget re-
quests, but omits consideration of chea-
per alternative responses — such as

maintaining or dry-docking ballistic mis-
sile submarines that would exceed the
limits the U.S. has agreed to in treaties
with the Soviet Union.

The eleven-page memorandum —
titled “MEMORANDUM FOR THE
PRESIDENT, SUBJECT: Responding
to Soviet Violations Policy (RSVP)
Study” — is on the letterhead of the
Secretary for Defense. It has no secu-
rity classification marked on it, but con-
gressional sources say executive priv-
ilege has been invoked to deny copies
to members of congressional intelli-
gence and armed services committees.

The report states inits first substan-
tive sentence: “The most important
thing we can do is press for full funding
for SDI in the Congress,” and confirms
areport in the Armed Forces Journal on
Feb. 26 that the latest Pentagon “De-
fense Guidance” document of Decem-
ber 31, 1985 — an 81-page Hocument
outlining doctrine for preparing the
1988-92 five-year program — says that

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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weapons, not giobally and not in Eu-
rope,’” Mr. Woerner said.

“Even if it were possible to ban all
nuclear weapons from this earth, the
know-how to produce stich weapons
would persist. If there were to be
war, it is very likely such weapons
would be built at once and also be
used.”

Destroying nuclear arsenals with-
out resolving the Soviet conven-
tional arms edge “would have to re-
sult in instability, proneness to
crises, and yes, the danger of war,’
he added.

NATO should strive for a step-by-
step reduction in nuclear weapons,
but not without eliminating “obvious
and dangerous” conventional imbal-
ances, Mr. Woerner said.

In his proposal for a West Euro-
pean “star wars” progam, he cailed
for a “European Defense Initiative”
against a Soviet, first-strike cap-
ability with short-range nuclear
weapons.

“Star wars” is a common name for
President Reagan’s Strategic De-
fense Initiative (SDI) research pro-
gram to develop a space-based anti-
missile system.

In the foreseeable future, the
Soviets will develop first-strike
cability in Europe with more than
1,300 short-range SS-21, S§S-12,
$8-22s and SS-23s, Mr. Woerner said.
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SDI shares “the highest priority” with
strategic modernization.

The Pentagon has addressed weap-
ons program options at more length in
a second, more recent memorandum.
But the first paper for the president
emphasizes political and diplomatic is-
sues, while making some judgements
on the strategic significance of Soviet
violations.

The most serious of these are Anti-
Ballistic-Missile (ABM) Treaty viola-
tions, the memorandum claims, particu-
larly the large phased-array radar
installation being built near Kras-
noyarsk. A “new ClA report” is cited
which confirms that the giant installa-
tion is an ballistic missile early-warning
radar and not a radar for space surveil-
lance, as claimed by the Soviets.

Associated with this large radar sys-
tem are “a variety of other violations,
some of spirit or intent, others of the
letter, of the complex restraints in the
ABM treaty,” which is aimed at prevent-
ing deployment of nationwide or terri-
torial anti-ballistic missile defenses.

“While the evidence is not conclu-
sive, there is good reason to be alarmed
at the combination of readily-
transportable radars, significant up-
grading of the Moscow ABM system,
the testing of air-defense components in
the ABM mode, the development and
testing of air-defense missiles capable
of intercepting ballistic missile war-
heads and the completion of a network
of large phased array radars of which
the radar at Krasnoyarsk is a part”.

Taken together these “could indicate
the beginning of Soviet territorial de-
fense against ballistic missiles”.

The memo says the large radars are
the long-lead element of a nationwide
defense and the most visible — which
was why special efforts were made to
constrain them in the ABM Treaty. On-
ce the big radars are deployed, the ter-
ritorial defense system can be expanded
incrementally with less-visible ele-
ments. The Soviets are described as
“poised for such a development.”

Secretary Weinberger went on to
tell the president “It is likely that the
Soviets will continue further to refine
the air defense components and
transportable radars necessary to make

full use of the large phased-array radar
base that is now nearing completion —
abase that greatly exceeds that planned
by the United States [but abandoned in
1973}".

The report says existing and expect-
ed Soviet treaty violations “pose real
risks to our security and to the process
of arms controlitself.” It says the indica-
tions of a developing territorial or na-
tionwide Soviet ABM “could have a pro-
found impact on our strategic forces.”
Even a probable territorial defense
“would require us to increase the num-
ber of our offensive forces and their
ability to penetrate Soviet defenses to
assure that our operational plans could
be executed. The deployment in signifi-
cant numbers of the SS-25 which is now
under way, will erode deterrence by
allowing the Soviets to contemplate a
first strike using their fixed ICBMs,
while retaining intact a reserve force of
mobile systems resiliant to counter-
attack.”

Concealment practices and coding of
flight-test missile telemetry denies the
United States “valuable intelligence”
and reduces the U.S. ability to verify
Soviet compliance,

Violations Swept Under Rug

The memo is acid in its attacks on
the value of the Standing Consultative
Commission (SCC), which provides a
forum for secret discussions on treaty
violations: “Contrary to claims often
made for it the SCC has failed to resolve
any significant compliance issue in the
approximately 1,500 days that it has
been in session over the last 13 years.
A less productive forum for the res-
olution of disputes would be difficult to
find. Far from resolving disputes over
compliance, the SCC has become a di-
plomatic carpet under which Soviet vio-
lations have been continuously swept,
an Orwellian memory hole into which
our concerns have been dumped like
yesterday’s trash.”

The memo contests the suggestion
that the SCC is useful to dispel mis-
understandings, saying bluntly: “Mis-
understanding is not the source of So-
viet behavior; rather Soviet behavior is

motivated by a desire to gain advan-.

tage.”
The memo calls for a “clear declara-
tion from the President that the SCC

has failed .”

It is quite explicit on deployments of
the SS-16 mobile ICBM, about which
the Administration has hedged in public
pronouncements. The SS-16is aninter-
mediate range SS-20 missile, with a
third stage booster to give it intercon-
tinental range. It carries one warhead.

The paper describes “deployment of
several dozen S5-16 missiles at a test
facitity,” but says this treaty violation
only gives the Soviets a “marginal” addi-
tion to their military capability. The So-
viets are described as over the SALT II
ceiling on strategic nuclear delivery ve-
hicles, and accused of “protracted de-
lays in dismantling systems as required
by the Treaty” --- charges also never
made public by the administration. But
again these are described as giving the
Soyiets “small, even marginal” military
gains.

Nine “lessons” are derived from a
review of the history of Soviet viola-
tions:

® political repercussions to the Sovi-
ets from violations are small and do not
deter.

@ domestic pressures exist in the
West to ignore Soviet violations rather
than abandon treaties.

@ failure to respond immediately to
small Soviet infractions encourages
larger violations.

® getting compliance is a bigger
problem than verification, and “some of
the most troubling violations” have
been easily verified.

® the SCC has failed and will con-
tinue to fail.

@ Soviet cheating will become much
more serious as deep reductions in
offensive forces are negotiated.

@ the Soviets will always insist upon
ambiguities and loopholes in treaties
and exploit these fully.

® “It is easier to fall into a double
standard of compliance than to avoidit”,
because the Soviets can simply deny
violations while the US is unable and
unwilling surreptitiously to violate
agreements.

® violations can only be deterred “by
responding to them in ways that are
more costly to the Soviets than the
gains they expect to achieve through
dwating.n

The major obstacle here, the memo
suggests, is the “Congressional preoc-
cupation with defense cuts.” ~
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Israel E ager ToJoin SDI Program

Israel was happy to join in the United States Stra-
tegic Defense Initiative (SDD) program, also known as
“Star Wars", an aide to Prime Minister Shimon Peres
announced this week. :

Although many countries are balking at joining
the United States in the “Star Wars” program and
much controversy surrounds the plan, there is no
debate or hesitancy in Israel over the desirability of
taking part.

“Israel is eager and- wxllmg. sald the Prime Min-

ister 's office. Equally happy about Israeli participa-.

tion was Lieut. General James A. Abrahamson, direc-
tor of the program, who made a four-day visit to Israel

last month.
“The Prime Minister, several ministers, the Chief
stry are very supportive,” the Gen-

1 reporter itifying
the Presi ] States
ful.”

1id an agreement will be con¢luded
tarriy quickly. t here are no reservations on the Israeli
side, Peres’ aide said.

Israeli officials said they considered a role in the
program to be advantageous militarily. economically
and politically. “Eventually most of these technologies
will find their way into conventional weapons systems
that Israe}l will need in the future,”said Aharon Moss,
deputy director of armament research and production
in the Defense Ministry. Mr. Moss heads 2 ministry
office set up to coordinate the program.

General Abrahamson said “Star Wars" technol-
ogv might one day be applicable to defense against
medium-range missiles, like the SS-21's that the
Soviet Union has supplied to Syria.

Israeli strategic analyvsts attach high priority to
anti-missile defense of urban centers.“We can expect
an enlarged battlefield in a future Middle Easzt war,”
said Dore Gold of the Jaffee Center for Strategic Stu-
dies at Tel Aviv University, the author of an extensive
study that favors Israeli participation.

Beyond military applications, Israel sees in “Star
Wars” an opportunity for reaching a more advanced
level of technology that would have an imporiant spi-
noff effect on civilian industry. This is particuarly
important to Mr. Peres.

“If we don't start a program of growth now by
transforming islands of excellence into continents of
excellence, we will be left behind,” Peres’ aide said.

General Abrahamson said he believed Israel to be
“a leader in industrial technology.” “Israel is very fast
and creative in dealing with short range threats.” he
said. “This is of interest to us. We have seen unigue
ideas here.”

He cited “rail guns"-- weapons that would achieve
great penetration through electromagnetic accelera-
tion -- and advanced developments in lasers and elec-
tronics.

Israel, unlike most of the governments that have
been asked to take part. considers joining with the
United States in a military program to be a political
boon.

Senior officials .welcomed what one cal
“another manifestation of intimacy. as an import
additional deterrent to Israel's enemies, as well as
further evidence that “efforts to draw Israel and the
United States apart tobring about an imposed solution
in the Middle East are futile.”
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he chairman of Fiat, Gianni
Agnelli, has stated:
“Whether one supports the
strategic goals of SDI isim-
material to the fact that one program
presents. . .industry with the oppor-
tunity to participate in what could
become the greatest research and
development program of the dec-

- ade.”

Mr. Agnelli's point has not been
lost on Israel. So great are the.mili-
tary threats to Israel and so signifi-
cant are potential Strategic Defensc
Initiative bencfits that if President
Reagan’s SDi did not exist, the state
of Israel could well have found itself

lobbying for creation of such a pro-_

gram.

President Reagan’s invitation to
Israel to participate in SDI was
unanimously accepted by its Cabi-
net several weeks ago, with support
from both sides of the political spec-
trum. The imminent government-to-
government memorandum will cata-
pult this small nation into the space
age and into the technological rev-
olution of the late 20th century. Most
important, Israel’s involvement in
the Strategic Defense Initiative
could become the vital margin, the
sine qua non, of its survival.

The reasons are both economic
and strategic. They are closely tied.
In 1984 Israel faced a strategic eco-
nomic crisis. Inflation was above 400
percent. Wages and prices were spi-
raling out of control, and foreign re-
serves were at a critical low. Israel's
external debt exceeded $7,000 per
capita — one of the highest in the
world — annual debt servicing
amounted to 33 percent of the debt,
and highly volatile foreign loans
stood at $7 billion. For the first time
inits history, Israel’s credit standing
on the world market was being ques-
tioned.

Few Israelis would admit it, least
of all the political leaders, but a ma-
jor confrontation with the Arab
states in 1984 could well have eroded
Israel’'s financial situation to the
breaking point.

Joyce R. Starr is the director of the
Near East Program of the Center for
Strategic and International Studies/
Georgetown University.

G

The National Unity Government,
under the leadership of Prime Min-
ister Shimon Peres, can be-credited
with turning the tide. In the last
quarter of 1985, the inflation rate
dropped to about 12 percent, with
projections of 20 to 30 percent for
1986. A wage and price freeze has
been in effect for more than a year,
foreign reserves have been used to
pay off debt principal and still show
aslight increase, and the budget has
been slashed by almost $1 billion. Is-
rael’s trade deficit in 1985 shrank by
25 percent.

hese improvements could,

I however, be eroded once

wage and price controls are

finally lifted or with the expected

change of government leadership in

October. Moreover, the security
costs have been considerable.

Israel’'s defense ministry has
absorbed the heaviest burden.
Training hours for pilots and crucial
defense personnel have been slashed
to the bone. Military officers, like
other government employces, have
suffered almost a 25 percent real-
term cut in salary over the last year,
leading to contentious rivalries,
early retirement of talented offi-
cers, and signs of general disen-
chantment with a military carcer,
hitherto the “glamor” occupation in
Israel. )

Israel can no longer afford to
maintain the 600-plane air force that
has given it strategic advantage over
the last two decades. Plans for pro-
duction of 300 Lavie aircraft, an in-
digenous supersonic alternative to
foreign wecapon systems like the
F-16, will likely be scrapped before
year’s end, even though almost $1
billion has already been invested in
the program. Top Isracli Air Force
officials admit publicly that Israel
cannot afford the production funds
required for what is now estimated
by some American officials as at
least a $16 billion program.

Even more seriousis the new stra-
tegic threat facing Israel, princi-
pally from Syria. In 1983 and 1984

&he Wag!
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EDITORIAL

[}
Helping Hand

In April, Prime Minister Shimon Peres made the sugges-
. tion that the United States and other industrialized nations
finance a $20-30 billion “Marshall Plan” development fund
for the Middle East. The money would come from savings
accruing to. Europe as a result of the oil price collapse—a
sum estimated at $70 billion for this year alone. The main
purpose of the plan would be to help Arab states which have
been hit hard by dropping oil prices. It would encourage
economic cooperation between the industrialized countries,
the Arab states and Israel, which would put its technical
know-how at the disposal of its neighbors.

Peres’ plan again demonstrates Israel’s commitment to
‘peace with its neighbors. The Prime Minister has tried the
diplomatic route but has yet to find a partner willing to join
him at the peace table. Now he offers the possibility of
economic cooperation, the chance to make the entire Middle
East as green and productive as Israel already is.

Peres lists all of Israel’s neighbors as potential benefici-
aries of aid from the West, even Syria. Of course, Syria
responded with a speedy no and a denunciation of Peres.
Still, Peres is undaunted. He has urged the United States and
the other nations meeting at the Tokyo economic summit to
give serious consideration to his proposal. Both Washington
and Bonn have said that they will. Rome, Tokyo, and Lon-
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don have also expressed interest. .

The Peres proposal makes a great deal of sense. In the first
place, any economic cooperation between the various Mid-
east states decreases the likelihood of war. But beyond that is
the fact that economic instability often leads to political
instability and to war. Jordan, Syria, and especially Egypt
are all suffering because of the current oil glut. Further
economic deterioration in those countries would weaken
King Hussein and President Hosni Mubarak and could lead
President Hafez Assad to divert his people’s attention by
going to war. To put it mildly, none of these developments
would be good for Israel or for the United States. Only the
Soviet Union and various Middle East extremists will bene-
fit if the Arab world sinks into economic depression.

That is why it is important that the Peres proposal be given
full consideration by the West, beginning at the Tokyo eco-
nomic summit. It is true that Arab states are unlikely to buy
into any proposal, no matter how beneficial, that bears the
mark of Israel or Shimon Peres. So call it a new Marshall
Plan or Shultz Plan or a Reagan Plan. It doesn’t matter. The
point is to help the Middle East avert political catastrophe by
averting economic catastrophe. Prime Minister Peres de-
serves credit for empathizing with his neighbors’ predica-
ment despite the four decades of Arab attacks against Israel.
He is one statesman who understands that his enemy’s bad
fortune is not necessarily his good fortune. d
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Syria passing Israel
in military readiness

By Martin Sieff

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Having nearly doubled the size of his
armed forces in the past three years and
acquired a massive array of new Soviet
weapons, Syrian Defense Minister Mus-
tapha Tlass is openly boasting of “strate-
gic parity” with Israel.

Those who do not believe him have
only to compare the following figures:

Since the 1982 Lebanon war with Is-
rael, Syrian troop strength has grown
" from 250,000 to 450,000-men. The army
numbers 10 divisions — five armored di-
visions, four motorized rifle divisions
and an airborne commando division.

Israel has only 130,000 men in its reg-
ular standing army. Another 310,000 Is-
raelis are subject to immediate callup as
reserves, but in the 1973 Yom Kippur War
it took them three days to deploy.

The Syrians have spent $19 billion on
Soviet arms since 1973, $3.3 billion last
year alone, according to Israeh esti-
mates.

Syria has 4,000 tanks compared to Is-
rael’s 3,650, a larger armored force than
Britain and France combined. Of these,
1,100 are advanced Soviet T-72s. Half the
Syrian tank force and six divisions com-
prising 72,000 men are deployed on the
Golan front. Said one senior Israeli of-
ficial: “They can switch on and go.”

Syria has 700 combat aircraft and 80

SCUD surface-to-surface missile batter-
1es, more than double the number in 1982.
Israel has 640 combat aircraft and virtu-
ally no surface-to-air missiles, relying on
the combat skills of its pilots to down
enemy aircraft.

In the Lebanon war, Israel shot down
over 80 Syrian jets for no loss. But neither
Israel nor Syria expects that piece of his-
tory to repeat itself. Syria has completed

"%

deployment of a SA-S defense system, ex-
tending its air protection umbrella to Tel
Aviv.

Syria, with Soviet encouragement, is
also believed to have the most advanced
chemical warfare capability in the Mid-

dle East, including a production capacity

for nerve gas.

In previous Middle East wars, individ-
ual Arab states felt they had to build an
armed alliance before taking on Israel.
But President Hafez Assad’s expanded
forces have put him in a position where

'NEWS ANALYSIS

he could escalate an armed conflict by
Syrian action alone, on the assumption
that a “bandwagon effect” would carry
other Arab states into the conflict on his
side.

A surprise Syrian attack including
deep penetration strikes by S8S-21,
SUD-B and SSC-2 missiles, could seri-
ously disrupt Israel’s mobilization and
give Syria the upper hand.

Soviet support of Syria as their prime
ally in the Middle East will play the cru-
cial role in any Damascus decision to go
to war.

According to Gulf sources, Syria's
President Hafez Assad and Vice Pres-
ident Abdel Halim Khaddam made a se-
cret visit to Moscow on March 17 to dis-
cuss co-ordination of Syrian support for
international terrorism and the supply of
Soviet advanced weaponry.

An unconfirmed report from one of
these sources indicated that the Syrians
were assured the Soviets would supply a
nuclear shield in the form of Backfire
bombers and warheads for Syria’s SCUD-
B missiles if the Israelis were ever to

threaten the use of nuclear weapons
against them.

These discussions were followed in
mid-April by the visit of a senior Soviet
delegation to Damascus. It held a lengthy
meeting with Defense Minister Tlass,
who later went to Moscow for further
talks, believed to be on coordinating
rapid arms transfers.

In the 1973 war, Syria failed to exploit
its early advantage on the Golan Heights
because a planned redeployment delayed
a thrust down into Galilee before the
main Israel Army, called up from re-
serves, could see action.

Attempts to change the rigid Syrian
battle plan failed because Syria lacked
the communications capability to rede-
ploy its tank forces in the middle of a
battle.

After the war, Gen. Tlass made his
first priority the installation of a $200
million communications system for his
armed forces so that such an opportunity
would not be lost again.

In a policy paper delivered last year to
the Washington Institute for Near East
Policy, Ze’ev Schiff, military editor of the
Israeli newspaper Haaretz, warned that
the Israel Defense Forces were in the
midst of a serious gquantitative and
qualitative decline, while Syria’s forces
had grown dramatically in terms of qual-
ity as well as quantity.

As a resault, Mr. Schiff warned, Syria
was in a position to initiate hostilities.

However, the final decision on war or
peace may not be based on such material
considerations. President Assad is in
poor health after a major heart attack
and is believed to have undergone a dra-
matic psychological change in recent
months.

He is inspired by the Islamic cult of
Shahadah — martyrdom in a holy cause
— and is trying to instill this ethic in the
Syrian armed forces. A year ago, he
urged Syrian pilots to become kamika-
zes, and of himself he said: “I hope that
my life would not come to an end unless
by martyrdom.”

In that frame of mind, he is obviously
willing to take more risks.
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e Mideast Peace Talks May
S Mean War

L a
By Moshe &ep{
"-..
/ JERUSALEM
n international conference
on the Middle East
with Soviet participa-
tion, widely touted as
the only avenue to
peace between lsrael,
Jordan and the Palestinians, is an ill-
conceived idea. It cannot provide the
proper framework and pressure-free
atmosphere needed to resolve what is
not merely a question ot territory and
borders but of Israel’s very exist-
ence. It can only severely harm israel
and increase Soviet power and pres-
tige in the Middle East.

Until recently, there was a consen-
sus in Israel and America that direct
talks between the parties to the con-
{flict constituted the only desirable
format for peace negotiations. It is
not only a reasonable, unimpeachable
position but one of particular perti-
nence in the Arab-Israeli conflict. Di-
rect talks, implying recognition,
would remove a main obstacle to
peace: Arab refusal to recognize Is-
rael's right to exist. The principle
proved itself in the case of Egypt.

Now we are told that Jordan —
weaker, smaller and more vulnerabie
to Palestinian and radical threats —

needs the protection of an interna-*

tional umbrella to enter such talks,
and has therefore conditioned its par-
ticipation on Israel’s acquiescence to
an international conference, a format
first proposed — lest we forget — by
the Soviet Union. and the Palestine
Liberation Organization.

But no matter what promises Jor-
dan has made privately to the United
States and Israel, to suppose that a
country that dares: not defy radical
regimes and Palestinian terrorists on
matters of procedure will defy them
on matters of substance is to mock
common sense.

It is even more absurd to contend
that the Soviet Union, begetter of the
international conference idea, would-
consent to accept a purely cere-
monial role and serve as a rubber
stamp for decisions made by the par-

ties to the dispute. On the contrary, it

would insist on playing an active role
~— and would not be alone in doing so.
Every putative participant, including
America, has declared that it would
present its own ideas for a solution.
They all eschew an “imposed’”’ set-
tlement — a rather empty conces-
sion, since no such imposition can be
forced on Israel under present cir-
cumstances — but they all assume
that conference pressure exerted en

Israel to withdraw to the 1949 armi-
stice line would prove irresistible, de-
spite the official opposition to such
withdrawal by all of Israel’'s major
political parties.

It is not a baseless assumption. 1s-
rael would be isolated at such a con-
ference. The unanimity among par-
ticipants for virtually total Israeli
withdrawal would be complete. The
only difference between the Amer-
ican and Soviet positions is on

whether Judea and Samaria should
become an independent P.L.O. state
or a “Palestinian homeland’* feder-
ated with Jordan — an ultimately
meaningless difference, since there is
no way to control who would rule the
area once Israel relinquished control.

There is, however, a world of a dif-
ference between America’s right to a
role of ‘‘honest broker’’ and that of
the Soviet Union. The United States
has kept on good terms with both
sides. It has successfully concluded
interim agreements between Israel
and Egypt, Israel and Syria and, of
course, the Israel-Egypt peace treaty
—allin the 1970’s.

The Soviet Union has refused to re-
store diplomatic relations with israel,
which it severed 20 years ago; it sup-
ports terrorist organizations, arms
radical Libya and Syria to the teeth,

- regularly votes to expel Israel from

the United Nations and, in violation of
international agreements, prevents
free Jewish emigration. It recently
sponsored reunification of the P.L.O.
on a platform calling for continued
terrorism and the dismantling of Is-
rael. And now, having secured Is-
rael’s agreement to a Soviet consular
mission in Tel Aviv, it refuses to re-

ciprocate by allowing a similar Is-
ragli delegation into the Soviet Union.
Clearly, the Soviet Union’s changes in
style have brought no concomitant

changes in substance in its Middie
East policies.

Advocates of the international con-
ference assure us that a condition for
Soviet participation would be full
Soviet restoration of diplomatic rela-
tions with Israel and free Jewish emi-
gration. But once the wheels of the in-
ternational conference started turn-
ing, would the world — and Israel —
possess the perseverance to wait
until the Soviet ambassador pre-
sented his credentials in Jerusalem?
Until 400,000 Jews were granted exit
visas? Until a flow of 50,000 emi-
grants a year was established?

If not, Soviet leverage at the confer-
ence would be unmatchable: By link-
ing Jewish emigration and diplo-
fmatic relations to 1sraeli concessions
at the talks, Moscow would make Is-
rael’s position untenable.

We are assured that if the major
powers insisted on interfering in
bilateral Israel-Jordan negotiations,
Israel would be free to walk out. But it
is inconceivable that Israel could,
with impunity, bolt a conference it
has so adamantly pushed for. THe
momentum of worldwide expecta-
tions, the universal hope for a break-
through and the pressure of public
opinion generated by such a confer-
ence could not be cavalierly dis-
missed: If Israel walked out, it would
be branded a rejector of peace.

The rush to an international confer-
ence is a classic example of the ero-
sion of will in a democracy in the face
of external pressures and promises,
and internal impatience and fatigue.
What Israelis who pursue it want is
massive international pressure to
cover their own acquiescence in a
solution they previously deemed life- -
threatening. it is a solution most |s-
raelis consider not a formula for
peace but a prescription for war. L]

Moshe Arens, a member of the Likud
Party, is Minister Without Portfolio
in the Israeli Government.
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A Gust
Of British
Cheer

Britain's freshly reelected prime minister,
Margaret Thatcher, blew through town the
other day like a cool breeze: the perfect
antidote for the humidity, the Iran-contra
congressional hearings and just about anything
else that might be troubling a beleaguered
Reagan presidency.

To hear her tell it as she departed the
White House after lunch with the president,
and on TV talk shows, Ronald Reagan has
never been in better form or better positioned
to exert the power and influence of the United
States on the world scene at a time of “un-

precedented opportunity.” Even during “this

difficult period” (her delicate reference to the
Iran-contra exposures), “he has not let go his
leadership role in any way.”

But what, she was asked, about the polis’
and all the other political sounds in Europe,
the Middle East and elsewhere that suggest
“weakened’' credibility and command? Nurse
Thatcher would have' none of it:
absolute trust in him. . . . Cheer up! . .. The
president’s fine,”

Is that not laying it on a little thick? of
course, that's what the president’s handlers
had in mind when the one-day wisit was
arranged. That’s also what made the effusive-
ness of her pep talk so interesting. That she
felt the need to lay it on so thick confirms,
rather than contradicts, just about everything
you hear or read about the way the Reagan
administration is now perceived in foreign
capitals.

It says as much about Thatcher’s condition

as Reagan’s, It says even more, subliminally,.
about the debilitating impact that the arms-

for-hostages deals with Iran, the hanky-panky
with the profits, the covert, private bankroll-
ing of the Nicaraguan contras and the general

collapse of the foreign policy process has.

had—and is likely to continue to have—on
Reagan's presidency.

The head of Britain's longest-running gov-
ernment is quite sufficiently savvy and sensitive
to worldwide political mood swings to be hearing
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what others are hearing: that Reagan runs no
better and sometimes worse than Mikhail Gorba-
chev in European popularity polls; that the deal-
ings with Iran have cracked the confidence of
friendly Arab regimes, most notably in the Per-
sian Gulf; that what interests foreign leaders
increasingly is not what's going on now in
Washington but who's coming next—in 1989,

Thatcher also knows leadership when she
sees it. “The important thing is that you are
consistent,” she once said in her own defense.
“That people know exactly where they are
with you, that . . . you do not dilly-dally . . . you
discuss things with people, you submit your
policies to them.” Nothing there that would
remind you of the picture emerging from the
joint committee hearings of Ronald Reagan at
work.

Thatcher knows the importance to Britain's
place in the world of a close (but junior)
partnership with whoever is in power in the
United States. She knows that her fortunes
for the first year and a haif of her third term
are linked to the fortunes of Ronald Reagan in
the final year and a half of his last term.

It would, then, be a mistake not to examine
her evidence, when Thatcher assures us that the
president has not been “deflected” from the
“great matters which affect the world.” Reagan
had “handled the South Korean matter,” she
said, which will almost certainly be news to the
Koreans. The two Jeaders had seen eye to eye on
the need to advance the Middle East peace
process—and never mind that the president
gives no sign of sharing Thatcher’s enthusiasm
for an international peace conference.

It is equally hard to believe that Thatcher is
as comfortable with the Reagan administra-
tion’s naval escort service for Kuwaiti tankers:
as her exultations of his leadership in the
Persian Guif would imply. No sooner had she
departed than her government shied away.
from a Kuwaiti request for a similar British

“reflagging”’ operation.

The president, she said, has been “very

active” on the matter of East-West relations
and especially on arms control. But getting
down to details, what she wished to convey
was her concern over the absolute necessity
for proper verification. “We've got to get {the
Euro-missile negotiations| right—don’t go for
a quick settlement, get it right.”
. She came to praise Ronald Reagan. But her
own secure postion served somehow only to
sharpen the contrast with the president’s
position—like the visit of an excessively ro-,
bust well-wisher to a sick room, Ironicaily, she
came closer than the doom-sayers to burying
the Reagan presidency by the urgency in her:
pleadings and the extravagance of her prase.’




















