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February 4, 1987 

Hon. Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 
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In the past, you have been kind enough to issue a 
proclamation citing the contributions of American Jews to 
the cultural and spiritual vitality of our society. It 
recognized the special significance to the American Jewish 
community of the time of year that encompasses Israel 
Independence Day, Holocaust Memorial Day and the 
anniversary of the Warsaw Ghetto uprising. By your hand, 
Jewish Heritage Week was proclaimed throughout the United 
States, and commemorations were held in many states. 

Jewish Heritage Week presents a unique opportunity to 
foster intergroup understanding, and to provide a greater 
appreciation of the heritages that have contributed so much 
to our great country. Last year, over one million 
schoolchildren and adults of all faiths and races joined in 
meaningful educational programs and celebrations. 

President Reagan, we are requesting that you proclaim the 
week of May 3 through May 10, 1987 as Jewish Heritage Week 
1987 in the United States, and that you request that the 
people of the United States, Federal and local government 
officials observe that week with appropriate ceremonies, 
activities and reflections. 

ttf~Y,{crlf o clc 
Lester Pollack, Peggy Tishman, 
lJ'es:i,-dent~ ~ Past Presidept d , , 
~ ~~)_1\j t,~CLt---1(7t,,-,v\:i) /4~.~ ~f/ ~:t,/ /~Ll~ 
Robert Abrams, •• Michael Milllr ," 
Chair, Jewish Heritage Week Executive Director 

cc: Mr. Marshall Breger 
Mr. Max Green 
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JEWISH HERITAGE WEEK, 1985 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAMAT.ION 

Those who set out to describe Jewish contributions to 

western Civilization soon learn how enormous is their task. 

The Jewish people have contributed to the West its fundamental 

spiritual values. They introduced the world to monotheism and 

to the high ethical principles expressed in the Ten 

Commandments and the writings of the Prophets. The other 

great religions of the West -- Christianity and Islam -- can 

recognize their roots in Judaism. Western literature owes 

many of its most inspiring themes and allusions to" the Hebrew 

Bible. Great Jewish thinkers -- from Philo of Alexandria, to 

Maimonides and Saadya Gaon, to Spinoza and Martin Buber --

have engaged in powerful symbiotic dialogue with Christian and 

Muslim writers to add vital insights to the Western 

philosophical tradition. In addition, individual Jews have 

made extraordinary contributions to the arts, literature, 

sciences, and humanities. 

Yet throughout history the Jewish people has endured 

countless bloody massacres from the Inquisition to pogroms 

throughout Europe. None of these can approach the genocidal 

undertaking of the Nazis who planned the wholesale destruction 

of European Jewry. In our own time this plan was conceived 

and, before we could stop it, it had taken the lives of six 

million Jewish men, women, and children. 

Even as we herald the glory of the Jewish heritage, we 

must commemorate as well Jewish suffering in this era. It is 

up to us to show the way out of this shameful cycle. ·,;e must 

remember the sins of the past and rededicate ourselves to 

shaping a future marked by tolerance, respect, and compassion. 

We must rededicate ourselves to the proposition that the 

Holocaust will remain unique and that its like will never be 

repeated. 
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Jews throughout the world have just celebrated Passover, 

the holiday that marks the Exodus from Egypt and the 

deliverance from slavery. The Jewish people came forth from 

the house of bondage and flowered with an abundance of 

creativity which has maintained itself until the present day. 

We learn from this that the emergence from slavery to freedom 

can release powers hidden within the human spirit, as the 

Jewish people have once again shown since the end of the Nazi 

terror. The faith in God and in the Jewish people which 

sustained them through these tribulations has infused new life 

into the Jewish communities in America and the State of 

Israel. 

In recognition of the special significance of.this time 

of year for America's Jews, in tribute to the contributions 

they have made to American life, and in an effort to foster 

understanding and appreciation of the cultural diversity that 

has made America a unique society, the Congress, by Senate 

Joint Resolution 17, has designated April 21 through April 28, 

1985, as "Jewish Heritage Week" and authorized and requested 

the President to issue a proclamation.in observance of this 

event. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United 

States of America, do hereby proclaim April 21 through 

April 28, 1985, as Jewish Heritage Week. I call upon the 

people of the United States, Federal, State, and local 

government officials, and interested organizations to observe 

that week with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 19th 

day of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 

eighty-five, and of the Independence of the United States of 

America the two hundred and ninth. 
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Jewish Heritage Week, 1986 
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.'\meru;Rn I wa }i(I\IC madi im, aur,11 lo c ntrlb\1 o c unt ~ eco­
uunlic, political, 110{:iHI, 1111t.1 cultural de P.l:Jp ncnt 'h e , srk-,1 d if.!d 
1rnhiP.vHmsr ts ; AmencHn J~w lui.-c great!} E!nrir:hed th(: lives or ai1 Am.cri-
ci ns. from mf'rllc:ma 1r them - L movi. • t· 

ll ~ opriatP. l!t ti! o "· year th11 w ~ _ s -1 a of thl ageoy 
1m<l I-\Iu1 v of Jewish hi The Jewish pimple hnv recen c:alcurnled 
P11 R< vP.r ll hullJay , - ommP.rn ra the-tr d rP.rema.1 .,od om the 
bond ,ge Hgypl t frl•cdo m hP. Ho!~ 1 ,~ ek thP. 
ohH11r\1attcc f Yorn -J11Rnoa, tnll RemP. i,rancc 111 ,iii !!~ Israeli 
!ndep1mdenm1 D..r} is celebrRtP.d. • . -mts rP.rnind us I HP.I wa8 
IC lll out or F.l6hf!R the 11 IOC3\ . ( ' ·~ morot!( R fail'l u hopP. 
that i;om1:day the persec:11tec.J P.t Jnlu1: w · e •. from 
bonda .e. 

t this o" yP.1u , Is ap1 op te 1 7 n 1~, " 

mnc;h our GOut\lry has benefih1d frorn the con rib, • ' of 
1ho,i!d be nrom1 lhi!l Jews m A err JH have w n f" o , 
r1!ligiun ill p1· ~ser...- thP.ir r diti ~. . peo., h 
with rm Rrilent paU'lo1!sm \ i::e Hh t CU I r rr d b)' OTIP 
fot·omoet rabbis: 

le hnw 
ws. We 

11lr 
ponded 

n111•!c 's 

"r.nn I iih I nm • ~u, !men: 01 11 or fi l.,d II with , , ,urr. u, 1.J. , I 1,. ~ailed 
ur:,,, n n· Rt nd puup!~a1 and eu:nmon, th,! t>ru"~ ttm1:,n11 th~m. 01.: , o th~ hounl,\' 
(If tn•th a'1ri thr lulmr uf """' •)Ill of t:W lons•ns b~ilr!S A!1<! ,,r. ~ruy.,,. of e(,tlif., · 11 ,I the 
u:emory of a~t~ ~nr;l ,hr h 'I'"" CJt lhE 11·:,rid, Cod uu.,d llAI on lun I J~a~;,d it \\ifh" 
~wµu..,, ~llC•lln>~ •nn r.nlloc! lt~.~1.,rlul" 

9J!vn. ''llm<>rl,111," 1017. 
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Im.luµi::mlcnce of the United States of AmP.rica lhe two h\lndrncl and tenth. 

02 



JEWISH HERITAGE WEEK, 1986 

B.¥ THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

~ r 
• American Jews have made immeasurable contributions to our 

A P_E_OCLAMATION 

lr,5'1/-19 
/~ ... , 
~ country's economic, political, social, and cultural develop-

~ r 'ment. The remarkable and varied achievements of American Jews 

~ - have greatly enriched the lives of all Americans, from rnedi-

cine and mathematics to movies and the musical theater. 

It is appropriate at this time of year that we remind 

ours~lves of the tragedy and glory of Jewish history. The 

Jewish people have recently celebrated Passover, the holiday 

that commemorates their deliverance by God .from the bondage 

of Egypt to freedom in the Holy Land. Last week marked 

the observance of Yorn Hashoa, the Day of Remembrance, and 

this week, Israeli Independence Day is celebrated. These 

events remind us that Israel was reborn out of ashes of the 

~olo~aust. These commemorations sustain our hope that someday 

the persecuted Jews of the Soviet Union will be delivered 

from bondage. 

At this time of year, it is appropriate for all 

Americans to acknowledge how much our country has benefited 

~ from the contributions of American Jews. We should be proud 

that Jews in America have always been free to practice their 

religion and preserve their traditions . . And the Jewish people 

have responded with an ardent patriotism once so eloquently 

expressed by one of America's foremost rabbis: 

"God built Hirn a continent of glory and filled 

it with treasures untold .... Then He called unto 

a thousand peoples, and summoned the bravest among 

them .... And out of the bounty of earth and the labor 

of men, out of the longing of hearts and the prayers of 

souls, out of the memory of ages and the hopes of the 

world, God fashioned a nation in love, blessed it with 

a purpose sublime, and called it -- America!" 

Silver, "America," 1917. 

f, C 
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The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 275, has 

authorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation 

designating the week of May 11, 1986, through May 17, 1986, as 

"Jewish Heritage Week." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the 

United States of America, do hereby proclaim the week of 

May 11, 1986, through May 17, 1986, as Jewish Heritage Week. 

I call upon the people of the United States to observe this 

week with appropriate programs and activities . . 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 

fifteenth day of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen 

hundred and eighty-six, and of the Independence of the 

United States of America the two hundred and tenth. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 3, 1984 

MR. PRESIDENT:.,~ 
/ 

Attached foi. your signature is a 
proposed proclamation which _w_Q,J,;LLJL 
designate the week beginning 
May 6, 1984, as Jewish Heritage weex:-~---- - ·----~ -- -~ 

This proclamation was submitted by 
the Office of Public Liaison and 
it has the approval of 0MB and the 
Offices of Cabinet Affairs, Policy 
Development, Public Liaison and 
Intergovernmental Affairs. The 
Counsel's Office has no legal 
objection. 

Richard G. Darrnan 
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JEWISH HERITAGE WEEK, 1984 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION 
lff/90 

Through both its spiritual ideals and its significant 

practical efforts, the Jewish community has contributed much 

to our country's greatness. So many of the values and ethics 

we proudly espouse in America are derived from the laws and 

trad"itions of the Jewish people: That there should be one law 

for the homeborn and the for~igner; that education and 

self-discipline are to be continually cultivated: and that 

family and community are the cornerstones of society. And 

individually -- as committed citizens, soldiers in the armed 

forces, laborers and professionals, artists and entre-

preneurs -- American Jews have given of their heart, soul and 

might so that this Nation may prosper. 

Each spring, Jews all over the world celebrate Passover, 

when the story of the Exodus from Egypt is retold, and the 

holiday of Shavuot, commemorating the giving of the Law at 

Mount Sinai. Traditionally, Jews spend that seven-week period 

between these festivals reflecting on their history and 

heritage. During this period, American Jews also join with 

their brethren throughout the world in observance of the 

National Days of Remembrance, honoring the victims and 

survivors of the Holocaust, the anniversary of the Warsaw 

Ghetto Uprising, and Solidarity Day for Soviet Jews. Cele­

bration of joyous occasions like lsrael's Independence Day 

also occur at this season. 

In recognition of the special significance of this time 

of year to America's Jews, in tribute to the important 

contributions they have made to American life, and in an 

effort to foster understanding1 and appreciation of the 

c/ ,,,_____, 
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cultural diversity · that has made America such a special and 

• unique society, the Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 241, 

has authorized and requested the President to proclaim May 6 
. 

through May 13, 1984, as "Jewish Heritage Week." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the 

Unit7d States of America, do hereby procl~im May 6 through 

May 13, 1984, as Jewish Heritage Week. I call upon the people 

o{ the United States, Federal, State and local government 

officials, and interested organizations to observe that week 

with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 

/ ~ • day of ~' in the year of our Lord nineteen 

hundred and eighty-four, and of the Independence of the 

United States of America the two hundred and eighth. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release May 11, 1987 

JEWISH HERITAGE WEEK, 1987 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION 

It is truly fitting that Americans pause each year to 
celebrate Jewish heritage, a tradition measured in millennia 
and one that has given much to our land. American Jews have 
helped build our Nation, enriching our ideals, fighting for 
our freedom, and making significant achievements in the arts, 
labor, business, academia, medicine, and every segment of 
American life. 

This time of year calls us to reflection and remembrance 
about Jewish heritage. The observance of Passover tells the 
story of the passage from bondage to freedom and rekindles 
hope for mankind. The National Days of Remembrance of victims 
and survivors of the Holocaust and commemorations of the 
anniversary of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising solemnly remind us 
that the shining glory and goodness of the spirit can arise 
from unutterable evil and tragedy -- and that the words "Never 
Again" must always be our guide. 

American Jews have given of their heart and soul for an 
America that has ever been a haven for the oppressed. That is 
reason for every American to rejoice and to remember. 

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 67, has 
designated the period of May 3 through May 10, 1987, as 
"Jewish Heritage Week" and authorized and requested the 
President to issue a proclamation in observance of this event. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby proclaim the period of 
May 3 through May 10, 1987, as Jewish Heritage Week. I call 
upon the people of the United States, interested organiza­
tions, and Federal, State, and local government officials to 
observe this week with appropriate activities and ceremonies. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 
ninth day of May, in the year of our Lord 

~ineteen hundred and eighty-seven, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hundred and eleventh. 

RONALD REAGAN 

# # # 




