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Some Further Thoughts Concerning Iran¥*

Psychologists are fond of referring to a well-publicized
experiment in order to illustrate the significance of perceptual
phenomena in human psychology. The typical experimental setting
is a room in which two strands of a discorded rope hang from the
celling in such a way that the two ends cannot be tied together
by stretching either one, The problem, of course, is to tie the
two ends of the rope together. In the meantime, a pair of
pliers is placed in one corner of the room. If the subject can
percelve a relationship between the pair of pliers and his ob-
Jective, then a gestalt, or configuration is established among,
seemingly unrelated elememts. Among many other uses the pair
of pliers may have, the subject must percelve a use relevant to
his problem, If successful, he would tie it to the end of one
rope, swing it high enough to catch it while he has the end of

the other rope in his hand, and tie the two ends together.

The experiment just cited illustrates how some appar-
ently disparate elements could be brought together to form a

configuration useful for the purposes of the moment. It also

* a sequel to the earlier report entitled "How to

Recapture Iran"



i1lustrates the superimposition of the perceptual qualities of
human species on elemeﬁts which, in themselves, are neutral.
Further, it 1is an illustration of the use of certain relevant
qualities and features of elements as required by the exigenciles
of the clrcumstances, Different circumstances may require dif-
ferent configuration of the same elements., In other words,
under different conditions, different qualities of the same

elements may be utilized.

This experiment illustrates, further, the use of a
quality, excluslive to human species, generally referred to as
intelligence, Along a continuum, intelligence, or ability to
adapt to and make desired changes in the environment to suit
one's ends, varles from concrete processes to highly reflec-
tive and abstract thinking. The higher the abillty to per-
ceive relationships, and above all, to create new relationships,

the higher the intelligence.

Great theoretical scientists; artists; Worid states-
men, innovators, great strateglsts, etc. have all the charac-
teristics of innovation in common; and therefore, are among
the rare breed of humans who possess the speclal gift to ex-
plore - and manipulate -~ the unlimited possibilities afforded

man.






Obviuosly, there is always a "technological gap" between
a theoretical framewoék and its successful implementation.
Among the many factors in this endeavor, are the national,
cultural, and historical characteristics of each "link-nation"

in the general implementation of a new world order.

What is crucial at this juncture in history is the
capacity to perceive the elements of opportunity, and at once to
recognize its ephemeral nature., The technological ability of the
ﬁ;S.; and the resurgence of a new assertiveness on the part of
America, combined with the visible vulnerabilities of the U.S.S.R.
and its allies, present completely novel opportunities and pave

the way for the pursult of an "unconventional" foreign policy.

The larger elemental world policy and the recognition of
opportunities -~ and perils - to form (and create) desirable
gestalts is of course outside the scope of this paper. Rather,
this writing intends to focus on Iran, as one of the key

elements in the larger chain of figure-ground relationships.

In the latest paper, the decline of Khomeini regime and
its eventual demise was predicted. This prediction was made at
a time when many political pundits and Iran "experts” in the

West could not foresee such a quick disintegration of a regime



which once, appeared to be formidable, and even invincible, The
reason for this failure (on the part of the "experts") was a
lack of perspective, as well as a lack of familiarity with the

nuances and subtlties of Iranian culture.

At any rate, Iranian politics, at the time of this
writing, is in a state of perpetual flux - and constant chaos.
To make some order out of it, and thus, distinguish among the
relevant and irrelevant elements (for the final purpose of
making a meaningful configuration), the following observations

are made:

(1) The current regime, headed by Khomeini is doomed. The
imminent downfall of Khomeini, and his loss of all legitimacy
signifies lack of any viability or practicality of any govern-
ment wishing to rule on religious or ideological grounds. This
is particularly so in the case of Islam., The rigid rules of
Islamic laws, 1ts cruel and inhumane methods, and its anachro-
nistic nature make it (Islam) an ineffective tool to combat

"progressive~looking”" Marxist~Leninist doctrine,

Islam becomes an effective tool only when it is pushed

to the back benches and only when it acts as an spiritual

factor.



Bani-Sadr's claims to the contrary would not change
anything, because of the "devine" nature of the Islamic laws

and the unchangeable nature of the doctrine.

Reports reaching out of Iran indicate a growing aversion
for religion, especially on the part of the educated younger
generation (fully 50% of Iranian population is under 20).

Islam, which up to the advent of Khomeini, played the vital
psychological role of providing the individuals the much needed
anchor in life, and acted as a deterrent against the invasion of
atheistic ideologies, is now losing ground to radical anti-
religion doctrines. The general consensus among knowledgeable
Iranian experts is that any insistence on reviving religion as
an instrument of power would boomerang and would have highly
destructive backlashes, This is true in Iran as well as in
other "Islamic" countries, Religion which, so far, has acted
as a "natural” system of immunity against the inroad of
communism, is now in danger of being vanquished. Devoid of
thelr immunity systems, countries in the "Islamic" world could

become highly wvulnerable.

These same experts consider it unwise to insist on
religious revivalism. Rather, the ultimate and durable "cure"

would have to be found in moral secularism, coupled with



general enlightenment and economic and technological advance-
ments, Good and depeﬁéable allies of the west are economically
secure, technologically advanced, and intellectually enlightened
allies.,

(2) In previous writings, it was successfully predicted that
any hopes the west may have on possible "ascendancy” of the so-~
called "moderate" elements amidst Khomeini regime are in vain,
The defeat and subsequent flight of Bani-Sadr, undersceored his
basic ineffectuality and his lack of political skills, Further,
it was widely thought in the west (judging from newspaper
editorial and scholarly publications) that the likes of Bani-
Sadr were able, and willing, to establish a government in
compliance with the rules of reason, Such thoughts, conjec-
tures, and hopes must also be put to rest. Bani-Sadr's repeat-
ed statements indicate his determination to re-establish the
"true" Islam in Iran. Based on an outmoded, inflexible,
anachronistic, and impractical Shi's ideology, in which he
deeply believes, Bani-Sadr and his new allies are sure to
further destabilize the country and continue to create tensions

in the region.

The Mujahedeen-e-Khalgh guerrila organization, now in

ascendance in Iranian political scene, is a tightly-built



terroist organization;'whose tactics are copled after any other
terrolst group, and whose ideology are molded by Marxist think-
ing., As it stands now, Bani-Sadr's newest allles have tens of
thousands of guerrillas under arms. But its hard-core strength
consists of about 7000 fighters. The organization is run with
an lron-fist by a leadership who keeps a tight and strong hold
on the lives of the rank-and-file, and whose major financial

support comes from countrles having close relationships with

the Soviet Union,

The basic 1ldeology of the Islamic-Marxists calls for'gg
abolition of all private ownership (a principle hotly disputed
by the orthodox Shi'a as contrary to Kovanic edicts). It also
calls for the establishment of a "monothelstic" classless
soc;ety, total distribution of wealth, dismantling of the regu-
lar army, and its replacement by "people's army;" Judging from
the past action and terroristic tactics of Mujahedeen, thelr
publications, injunctions, and statements, a bloodbath, not

unlike that of Cambodia, can be expected.

The Islamic-Marxists seem to be intent on introducing

radical transformation by force of arms.



(3) Again, in previous papers, it was predicted that upon
the demise of Khomeini; barring unforeseen events, a major civil
war, wlth the active participation of major contending factions
should be expected. .This phenomenon was referred to as
Lebanonization. At the present time, a mini-civil war is shap-
ing in Iran, to be transformed into a full-scale conflict upon

the death of Khomeini.

Among the important factions to particlpate in the war
are the Pasdaran-e-Enghelab-e-Islami (The islamic revolutionary
guards, Khomeini's mainstay of power), the Islamic-Marxist
Mujahedeen, the varlous ethnlc groups, such as Kurds, Baluchis,
Azarls, religlous minorities, such as orthodox Sunnis, tribes,
such as Ghashghais, pure Marxists, such as Fedalyan-e-Khalgh,
etc. Depending on the dexterity, politlcal skill, ideological
affinity, and momentary interests, these factions could be
grouped in larger segments to oppose other contestants with

more strength.

From the outset, it appears that the strategy of the
Soviet Union has been:

(i) To infiltrate the leadership of the major Politico-
military functions (regardless of ideology, creed, etc.), by

means of blackmailing, entrapment, bribery, etc., for the
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purpose of steering them in /directions towards the interests

that the Soviet Union may dictate.

(2) The grand strategy of the Soviet Union seems to be
the consolidation of its position in Iran, amidst the present
chaos, by deeper penetration, through its agents, into various
state organs, factional organizations, recruitment efforts,
buying friends, distributing arms, establishing clandestine
cells, and otherwlse, expansion of its influence and grabbing
various leverages. Upon the arrival of a full-scale civil war,
the nearest possibility for the Soviet Union would be to encour-
age the disintegration of Iran into several smaller autonoumous
"people's" republics. Of these, the easlest cholces should be
the Baluchistan Republic which would give the Soviets easy
access to the Gulf of Oman, and eventual control of the Persian

Gulf,

What Is To Be.ané

‘Let it be said at the outset that at this juncture in
Iranian history and in the rush of events, any passivity on
the part of the world may have disastrous. consequendes. The.
situation in Iran is tense; tight, complicated, requiring great

care, but also quick and ingenious intervention.
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Had the free world started complete and unwaivering
support of forces frieﬁdly to the West from the outset, those
forces would have come now to the fore in Iranian consciousness,
and would have successfully replaced the Islamic-Marxist.
Rather, the Islamic-Marxists, thanks to the foot dragging non-
policy of the West, have now been able to gain ascendancy by
capturing the Imagination of the Iranian public. They have
been able to generate a great deal of support, as much by

Western default as by thelr own activistic tactics.

Although the defection of Islamic-Marxists and Bani-Sadr

faction complicates the situation, but it has: its own blessings,

The Mujahedeen, being one of the most hardened, radical,
and ruthless of the "revolutionary" forces in Iran have now
committed the biggest political-military mistake of grappling
with Khomeini regime now, rather than waiting for his death.
Although the Islamic-Marxists have been able to increase their
popularity, but they have also exposed themselves to mass
arrests, and relentless execution of thelr ranks by Khomeini's
Islamic guards. But, the phenmenon also has great potentials.
As suggested earlier, and as part of an over-all strategy,
formentation of the present conflict between the two sides, to

lead to full-scale war, does have the beneficial effect of
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eliminating the "revolutlonary" forces in their own hands and by
thelr own methods. Emphasls on this tactic, could pave the way
for an eventual recapture of Iran by nationalistic, pro-west

secular forces.

The bombing of the headquarters of the Islamlc Republic
Party, and the general show of support it received from the
general public, demonstrated, at once, the vulnerability and
defenselessness of the Khomeini regime, and the deep hatred
people harbor for 1t. It also, in a highly dramatic fashion,
11lustrated the way it should be toppled, once preparations are

completed and the time becomes ripe.,

The Relevant Elehents:

That the desire, if not the policy, of the UISl is to
find Iran, once again, a stable, prosperous, secure, and strong
country, with close ties to the West, can hardly be disputed.

The important point is (i) to recognize the limited nature of
opportunity now available, (2) the exclusive nature of forces
potentially amenable to the West, (3) the‘futility of pinning
any hopes on the clerical regimes or its offshoots (such as

Mujahedeen); and the sensitivity of the current situation.
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The fact is that the U}S: does possess a vast array of
resources not available to many other nations, including the
Soviet Union, If a fraction of these resources could be devoted
to Iran problems, before the opportunity slips away, there is a
good chance, indeed a strong possibility, that the desired

results may follow.,

The Gestalt

As 1t was stated before; the Iran situation, now in a
state of fluidity, is replete with dangers and opportunities.
To exploit it, recognition of certain elemental variables are
necessarys

(4) Bringing about the desirable change (i.e., return
to power by pro-West, secular, nationalists) requires resort to
a step-by-step grand strategy. The strategy contains three
distinct phases: (i) keeping the Khomeini regime off-balance;
(2) weakening the regime by (a) isolation, (b) undeclared
embargo in food suppliés; (¢) by world-wide denunciation,

(3) by exposing the flagrant violation of human rights and

rampant corruption,

(B) The second phase (whose beginnings are now being

witnessed)involves a skillful tormenfing'ﬁf armed eonflict

between and among the "revolutionary" elements.
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(C) The onslaught involving commando and military

operations for a final take~over of Iran.

One important consideration in the operation is the
recognition of the factor of "maturity." In other words,
economic woes (which must be deliberately worsen) together with
world-wide propaganda operations could hasten the "maturity”
period of the total or near-total discreditation of the mullah
regime. Psychological preparation and ground work would make
the war-weary and peace-starring people ready to accept a

"savior,"

Clearly, the skill with which the pro-West groups are
brought to the center of the Iranian - and world - consciousness
is largely dependent on the time factor. The encouragement of
the radical elements (such as Bani-Sadr - Mujahedeen faction)

to burn themselves out is crucial.

Crucial also is the training{ shaping and vigorous pre-
paration of pro-Shah forces. A most crippling handicap in the
operation of pro-Shah forces has been lack of funds. A good
supply of funds -~ lent to the forces and payable upon resumption
of power - by wealthy and friendly states, would reinvigorate,
revitalize, and sharply boost the scope, depth and the extent

of the operations.
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Evidently, funding an operation of the type described, is
beyond the ability of any private individual or group of
individuals. But it is easily within the financial ability of

such friendly states as Saudl Arabia and Kuwaif.

To sum up, the present report does not notice any change
in Iran equation to justify any transformation of the strategy,
posture and the operation that the United States should under-
take., On the contrary, the occurrence of many bloody events
reinforce the basic soundness of the recommendations put for-

ward, and relterate the position advocated.

Of all forces now operating in and out of Iran, the only
group, possessing the potential to liberate Irar and join
forces with the West, is the army. Despite repeated purges, the
Iran-Iraq war revitalized it and gave it a new prestige, an

organization, and a force to reckon with., In short:

(i) As predicted earlier, the chances that the current
regime will remain in power, but acconpanied by increasing
chaos, daily assassinations, mass executions, worsening economy
and a deepening discontent, is strong. But upon Khomeini's

demise, a full-scale civil war is also predicted.



16

(2) Unless the West takes Initiatives in its own hands
(and do it speedily), there is a great likelihood that Iran
would be dismembered (after a protracted, bloody civil war) with

the cholcest parts eventually falling to the Soviet Unilon.

(3) Despite the ability of Khomeini to still pour hun-
dreds of thousands of its supporters into the streets, a very
large segment of Iranlan society remains alienated from his
regime, and undeclided about the future of Iran, Furthermore, to
desplte lncreaslng popularity of the Mujahedeen, their influence

on the silent majorlty falls short of adequate.

(4) 1In the final analysils, the army, and the silent
majority (both impressionable), properly mobilized, and taken
advantage of, could be transformed into powerful instruments of
future power and two maln pillars of support for Western-oriented

forces,

(5) The interesting point is that secular forces and the
army (including the many high-ranking officers in exile) do
possess considerable talent, expertise and ability. Collective-
ly, this could be turned into an awsome force. Many highly
trained officers, technicia"q; scientists, scholars; tacticlans,

and strategists, could pool their talent, experience, and their
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burning desire to serve their country if favorable conditions

could be created,

(6) Rightly or wrongly, many in and out of Iran (in
common with the people of the Third World) attribute magical
powers to the United States. The prevalent belief is that no
faction, no matter how strong or popular, could come to power
without ﬁ.S; blessing. This perception has lmmense potential
and political implication for the West. Put to proper use,

great benefits could be reaped.

(7) 1Iran, notwithstanding Khomeini and his deranged
ideals, still will have to build its future on the dual pillars
of nationalism and spiritual religion. The two, however, are

now greatly weakened.

(8) Among the major contending forces, the only poten-
tial whose interests, ideals, beliefs, perspectives and orien-
tation coincide with those of the West are the army, and the
forces now operating for the restoration of a constitutional
monarch in Iran headed by Reza Shah II. While the Soviet
Union is feverishly supporting forces, directly or indirectly,
which may have the potential for its future use, the U:s:'s

support, in general, has been less than determined for its own
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enough, the U.S. assistance in many areas, including intelligence

coverage is of vital importance.

That the movement headed by the young Shah of Iran must be
turned into a viable, credible force as the alternative for Iran
rule, is reinforced by two groups of political realities. One
such reality is that the only force (with the potential of turn-
ing into a formidable power) to return Iran to the stability of
the good old days is the constitutionalists, according to exten-
slve reports, is attributable to U:é; lack of full support. The
potentlal participants in the consitutionalist coalition are
large segments of the armed forces, many tribes, ethnic minori-
tles, and the middle class. Joining forces could by many re-
spected religlous leaders in and out of Iran. But the secret of
success 1s to put to to use the dual functions of the vast
public relations potential of the U.S. toward the dual functions
of exposing the real nature of Khomeini regime, and its former
allies (including the Islamic-Marxists and other leftists), and

the advantages of returning the country to sanity.

The second reality is that the thought of any political
solution (i.e., a peaceful solution) to the problem of Iran is
far-fetched, The ultimate solution, if any; would be deter-

mined in the battlefields; in street fighting, and by resort to
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force of arms. Any group which gains the upper hand, and
demonstrates the abiliéy to restore law and order, on the one
hand, and subdue other contending forces, on the other, would be
the future rulers of Iran. The process may take years, indeed.
But the potentlal for Soviet intervention and exploitation in
the absence of a careful pro-West politico-military strategy can

never be ruled out,

The Reagan administration is, therefore, left with no
choice but to embark on a comprehensive; well-thought strategy
in consultatiqn with the young Shah of Iran and his supporters.
While no one would be willing to underestimate the risks in-
volved, yet, a bold, well-rounded, all out effort has the best

chance of success,

It is expected that once the "green light" is flashed,
vast resources of the"opposition"would start rolling. There
are thousands of young Patriotic Iranians whose potentials and
ablilities could be used. There are also thousands of army
officers, whose mobilization, shaping, and retraining would

immediately create a credible force.

The elements of formation of a gestalt are already pre-

sent in Iran. The important point is to recognize them and
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put them to immediate use before Iran: is irrestrievably lost.

As pointed out earlier, the outbreak of conflict between
the radical, "revolutionary” forces is a blessing in disguise.
Fully exploited; it could rid Iran of the radical elements and
pave the wWay for an eventual take-over by pro-West; secular

forces.

Naturally, details of a grand, comprehensive strategy
requires a meeting of minds. To hammer out a workable plan
necessitates close consultations. Centralized planning, and
the recognition of the young Shah, as the seat of authority,

and the symbol of unity, is of immense importance;

The young Shah is planning to form a national resistance
council, consisting of some of the best technical, scientific,
military; and political planners, advisers, and strategists
whose past record is completely unblemished and whose integrity
is beyond question., He is also planning to establish a strong
organization in the U.S. Tt is high time that the ground-work
for a close co-operation and a durable alliance and partner-

ship be built- now.

A secret of success in Iran is the recognition of a

time~honored psychological twist in their collective uncon-
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scious., Iranians, throughout centuries, have come to develop an
instinct which has sensitized them to changes of power and polit-
ical shifts, Sensing a change, and recognizing the possible new

center of power, mass support becomes almost certain,

In the final analysis, however, fighting the symptoms of
world malaise, and regaining lost grounds 1s only the prelimi-
nary (but also necessary) stage of a world strategy. To form
a final gestalt, the United States of America, as the only bas-
tion of freedom and human hope, should start attacking the root
causes of turmoil in the world. Eliminating, or at least reduc-
ing, the economic and social causes of human misery; restoring
social, political and economic balance and equality; are not

only morally noble causes, but g}so econcmicelly semnsible, -
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The central issue which divides Iran's population is the question of the
clergy's involvement in the country's politics. During the past two years
the inept, inexperienced and revenge-seeking clergy have inflicted so much

damage on the country and its people that it will take many years, perhaps
decades, to repair their ravages.

Upon the clergy's assent to power in February 1979, Iran had full employ-
ment for its citizens (in addition to over a million foreign technicians
and workers), 171 billion dollars of foreign currency reserves, and a tol-
erable inflation rate of 23% a year. Since then, the incompetent clergy-
men have so mismanaged the country's economy that according to their Presi-
dent's "State of the Nation Address" of March 21, 1981, unemployment has
reached 42% of the work force, inflation over 100% a year, industrial pro-
duction is at less than 60% of its capacity and the foreign currency re-
serve is down to 1.3 billion dollars., In fact, if it had not been for the
release of Iranian assets from U. S. banks during the hostage settlement,
the country would have been bankrupt by now. It has been predicted that
if the regime does not receive an additional infusion of money from 1its
assets abroad, bankruptcy by mid-July is a certainty.

Today, the gquestion is not whether the fanatic clerics should continue to
rule, but rather how they should be forced out of the government. There

are basically three groups which are competing to replace them: (1) Presi-
dent Bani-Sadr and his colleagues, (2) the various Marxist groups, e.g.,
the Tudeh Party (Iranian Communist Party), the Fadayeen-e Khalgh, the
Mujahedeen-e Khalgh, and (3) the exiled nationalist leaders, e.g., Shahpour
Bakhtiar, the young Shah and others.

1. President Bani-Sadr has begun to confront the clergy. But his basic
problems are: (a) he himself is a creature of Khomeini who engineered his
elevation to the presidency and who can remove him if he goes too far in
challenging the clergy, and (b) he has not been able to build a solid base
of power for himself among the people. He received the great majority of
the votes in the presidential elections largely because the populatilon
feared having another clergyman occupying an important political position.
He has taken advantage of the rapidly growing public rezentment toward the
clerics' policies and their interference in the war with Irag in order to
win the support of both the people and the Armed Forces. The military has
been divided and effectively penetrated and watched by the clergy znd their
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Communist allies of the Tudeh Party.* Those disaffected Iranians who
reject Marxism and do not have a leader in the country to rally around
have gathered around Bani-Sadr because it is relatively safe to express
their opposition to the clergy in this way.

2. The three Marxist groups which have gained considerable support =2mong
the masses are the popular Mujahadeen-e Khalgh, the Fadayeen-e Khalgh and
the Tudeh Party. These Marxist groups, especially the members of Tuaeh
have effe ctively infiltrated various Komitehs (Committees) set up by the
Islamic Republic, the government institutions, the labor force, the mass
media, etc. Recently, even the officials of the regime have become alarmed
at the extent of their infiltration. For example, a few months agoc
Mohammad Ali Tavassoli resigned as the Mayor of Tehran charging that "Marx-
ists, Communists and members of the Tudeh Party have infiltrated import-
ant government organizations, including the news media."** And Ayatoli=z
Hossein Ali Montazerl, the heir-apparent to Khomeini, in an interview in

a West German magazine, Die Welt, also charged that "the Tudeh Party is

the greatest threat to the Islamlc Revolution."

Reports from Iran indicate that the Tudeh Party is gradually pushing the
country into the Soviet camp. A leading clergyman, Ayatollah Yahy= Mouri,
told a Tehran newspaper interviewer a few weeks ago, "Some visible and
invisible hands are directing Iran toward the eastern superpower." Orne
should not overlook the fact that the regime's words and actions agiinst
the Soviet Union have been extremely mild, mostly to provide a smcke screen.

Khomeini's supporters refer to him as the bulldozer of the revolution.

This 1s an appropriate reference simply because as the bulldozer, he levels
the ground, in this case for the communists to take over the country.

The regime's policies, misrule, corruption and atrocities have so damzaged
the once-strong bond between the Iranian masses and their religion that

to a great many people the Marxists now look respectable, attractive and

a serious alternative to the fanatic clergymen. Recent "illegal" demon-
strations by the Mujahedeen-e Khalgh drew an estimated 100, OOO particicants
in Tehran.

Furthermore, due to a common hostility toward the West und ecpecizlly
toward the United States, for different reasons to be sure, there iz con-
vincing evidence that the Soviet government and the Khomeini regime ars
working hand-in-hand, causing disturbances and turmoil for the pro-iJestern
governments in the Persian Gulf region. Their ultimate zim is to topple
them one-by-one. Needless to say, the consequences of such 2 dev:lo~men
would be incalculable for the West and the entire world balance of power.

3. Among the exiled nationalist opponents of the regime, Shahpour cakh¥tiar
is the most prominent. Many Iranian opposition personalities, whom I

*It is unlikely that the military will be able to make an independ
move against the Islamic Republic without the cooperation of one o
political leaders, be it Bani-Sadr, Bakhtiar or someone else.

ant
I ths

**For details, see the Irzn Times, January =z, 7987
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recently interviewed in Paris in connection with this paper, confirmed
this assessment. Bakhtiar considers himself the opposition leader who
stood firm against Khomeini and his supporters at the height of their
popularity prior to the collapse of his government and has relentlessly
continued his struggle against them since. Most of those who now appear
on the opposition scene first cooperated with the Islamic Republic and
only when they were put aside did they turn against it. He also main-
tains that he is the only opposition leader capable of putting an end

to Khomeini's regime and, consequently, he has been the only one targeted
by the regime for assassination. My research indicates that he has con-
siderable support among the military, civil servants, moderate clergy,
merchants, minorities and the middle class. Among the exiled opposition
leaders, Bakhtiar has the most effective underground organization in the
country, It 1s my sincere belief that once Bakhtiar's supporters "liberate"
a part of Iran and make it possible for him and his team to physically
move into the country, all the people, including the military who now
find it convenient to express their opposition by using Bani-Sadr as a
rallying point willl swarm to Bakhtiar, particularly when they learn of
the young Shah's support. A great many Iranians, for historical reasons,
are ardent members of what we call in Iran "the Wind Party." As soon

as the political wind shifts, so do they. If they sense that a person

or group has a good chance to come to power, they change their allegiance

very quickly. In any political calculation, this important factor must
be taken into account.

Up until recently, a considerable amount of energy and resources of the
exiled opposition "leaders" were spent fighting one another and neutral-
izing each other's plans. In recent weeks, however, Bakhtiar has made
genuine efforts, with some good results, to unify these individuals under
one umbrella, the National Resistance Movement. He has already reached

a basic agreement with the young Shah to form a new government on the
basis of the 1906 Constitution. The young Shah has realized that had his
father lived up to the original document's guidelines and reigned rather
than ruled, he would be on the Peacock Throne today. He has thus agreed
that once power 1s wrested from the fanatic clergymen and a national re-
ferendum approves the constitutional monarchy, he will serve only as the
ceremonial head of state. He has also reportedly agreed tnat because of
the unfavorable reputation of his aunts and unclec and some other members
of nis family, only he and his immediate family (mother, brother and
sisters) will return to Iran once it is "liberated.™

During the revolution the people's wrath was directed against his father
and the peovle around him, not necessarily against the 1nstitution of the
nmonarchy. He and his mother are still popular among a large number of
Iranians. In addition, the 3Shah symbolizes Iranian nationalism, serves
the nation's psychological needs for pageantry and acts as the most im-
portant unifying force in a country with a diverse population. The monarchy
haz deep roots in Iranian history, tradition and literature and provides
an 2lternative to the Islamic Republic and an obstacle ugainst Communist
venetration of the country and region. The regional powers, e.g., Kuwait,
Jaudi Arabia, will be more inclined to help a team aguinst the fnatic
Khomeini regime if that team intends to reestablish a monarchy in Iran.
Furthermore, since most Iranians luok political education and traiining,
the election of the president every four years will recult in 13 greut
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deal of instability and confusion. And, if the Islamic Republic sur-
vives, as mentioned before, several of the traditional pro-Western
regimes in the area will be in danger of being undermined one-by-one.

Although Bakhtiar was treated harshly by the late Shah's regime, he
sincerely believes that due to geopolitical considerations at this
stage of Iranian history, the monarchy can play a very useful role in
keeping the country together and maintaining its territorial integrity.
For obvious reasons of politics, he does not want to publicize this
view and the agreement with the young Shah.

I believe that Bakhtiar and the young Shah together may be the only
force which can wrest the power from the fanatic clergymen and restore
peace and stability in the country and the region. I believe that it

is 1in the interests of the United States to support this team. A

veiled expression of support to the regional leaders, e.g., Saudi Arabia,
Israel, Egypt, Kuwait and the people of Iran can help pave the way for
their ascent to power without U. S. material support. The Islamic

Republic blames the U. S. for any adverse political or military happen-
ings in the country anyway.

As for the Soviets' reaction, as long as the U. 5. leaderchip ic firm,
ctrong, and decisive, one should not worry. They have enough in
Afghanistan and Poland to be worried about. The Iranian Marxists,
however, will probably put up some resistance, but since they cannot
count on popular support, their resistance can be overcome if plans are
properly prepared and executed.



RONALD W. REAGAN LIBRARY

THIS FORM MARKS THE FILE LOCATION OF ITEM NUMBER / LISTED ON THE

WITHDRAWAL SHEET AT THE FRONT OF THIS FOLDER.














































RONALD W. REAGAN LIBRARY

- .L_,_..\\ 3
S

t
THIS FORM MARKS THE FILE LOCATION OF ITEM NUMBER i ; LISTED ON THE

o

WITHDRAWAL SHEET AT THE FRONT OF THIS FOLDER.










RONALD W. REAGAN LIBRARY

THIS FORM MARKS THE FILE LOCATION OF ITEM NUMBER 4 LISTED ON THE

WITHDRAWAL SHEET AT THE FRONT OF THIS FOLDER.












