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CT: Documents Regarding Iran

a.

b.

n--ry 27, 1981

9:55 a.m.

10:13 a.m.

4:02 p.m.

5:45 p.m.

Januv -y 28, 1981

11:55 a.m.

Message of August 13, 1979
(NYT Article, January 27, 1981, page Al9)
Documents Received by President Reagan

Called Clay McManaway, CDC, Department of
State, and asked for copy of the real cable
and for informaton on what the current status
of classification is.

Clay called back and said Jack Anderson ran
part of this before and that he thought they
would probably declassify it now but hadn't
found it.

Called Clay again. Says still looking. Asked
him about two attachments to attorney letter
to President Reagan dated January 22, 1981.

Clay mentioned he has CBS FOI request for
everything regarding Shah's visit.

Found cable from TIMES--all but introductory
paragraph included (he will send copy).

Other--Precht letter was brought back by
Congressman Hansen while he was over there,
and the cable is probably one from a group
an Air Force cadet bought in Iran for $5.

Clay called. He has documents (2); neither
has been officially released by State as

far has they can tell. His comments in
yesterday's 5:45 call regarding how they

got out are probably correct. He said they
may be investigating Precht document release.
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January 29, 1981

TO: THE NSC STAFF
2 xOM: RICHARD V. ALLEN
.UBJECT: Press Guidance Regarding

Iran Hostages

The attached is forwarded for your
information and use "only if asked".

/ J.x//-J



NOTE :

FOR DISCUSS1UN URAr .

Press Guidance Regarding Iran Hostages

The country is thankful that the ordeal of the hostages
is finally over.

The agreements negotiated by the Carter Administration
and the related Executive Orders issued by it are detailed
and complicated. The final negotiations were concluded only

- 8 days ago. We have begun an indepth review.

This Administration will live up to its -obligations under
these agreements consistent with international and domestic
law.

Implementation of these agreements will, however, be complex
and time consuming; good faith actions will be required on

the part of all parties concerned, as will a cooperative spirit
on the part of the Iranians. :

Our review will :analyze : the precise nature of our economic
and legal obligations under law. We will complete the review

as quickly as possible in order that we may, as a nation, put

this most unsatisfactory episode in our history behind us.

Actions under the agreements'necessary for the release of
the hostages have been taken. No other actions appear necessary
before completion of our review.

The United States has no obligation to deliver any military
equipment to Iran as a result of these agreements. Nor was

the subject of military equipment for Iran discussed during

the negotiations. All such items are subject to the provisions
of the Arms Export Control Act and their disposition is under .
study. ™
The Carter Administration revoked the prohibitions against
transactions involving Iran. Due to the possible dangers

for Americans who might want to visit Iran, the State Depart-
ment has issued a strong warning to all Americans cautioning
against such travel.

This includes Dick Allen's and Jim Baker's comments,
and is being sent to State to begin discussion.
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MEMORANDUM 0318

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

INFORMATION February 6, 1981
MEMORANDUM FOR: RICHARD V. ALLEN

FROM: ROBERT M. KIMMITT %O\V

SUBJECT: Congressional Hearings on Iran

As we approach possible hearings on Iran (Tab A), you should
be aware that most of the significant White House documents
on this subject are in NSC files rather than with the Carter
Library materials. This is because the SCC was the principal
coordinating mechanism throughout the crisis. In addition,
we would be required to clear release of Carter papers or
agency documents reflecting White House consideration of this
issue.

Interest in Iran-related documents is starting to accelerate
(Tab B), and we should be careful not to commit ourselves
too quickly to document inspection or production. As in the
case of NSC documents requested for the Haig hearings, sig-
nificant executive privilege issues are associated with
materials that are this sensitive and explicit. We should
thus proceed cautiously when approached by the Congress, and
we should respond only after coordinating with other offices
and taking all relevant factors into consideration.

Attachments

cc: Gary Sick
Brenda Reger






THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 2, 1981

MEMORANDUM FOR: Jim Baker ’
Ed Meese
Dick Allen ,
{
FROM: ‘ Max Friedersdorf .,/ A{ . 6} caonl-

SUBJECT: Congressional Hearings on Iran

The Senate Foreign Relations Committee will hold hearings
Wednesday and Thursday on the Iranian seizure of American
hostages with Cutler, Christopher and the bankers expected
to testify. I am unaware of any Administration witnesses. -

cc: Powell Moore
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What

to ask

» P’ f o - Y et
zicout the hosizge episcce
By Pat M. Holt

I is good that the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions and House Foreign Affairs Comnmittees
are separately planning hearings on the situa-
tion arising from the seizure of the hostages in
Iran. There is a valuable opportunity here to
learn from the past in order to better shape
the future: that, after all, is what congres-
sional investigations are about — or should
be.

But there are pitfalls of which the commit--
tees should be wary and into which various
cornrmittees have falien before. .

The first of these is skimming off the sen-
sationalism and letting it go at that — listen-
ing to selected returned hostages recount the
horrors of their captivity while the nation sits
transfixed before its television screens. A cer-
tain amount of this should be done to build a
sober, official record, but the fascination of
the congressional animal with television ex-
posure is such that there will be a temptation
to drop the proceedings when media interest
begins to wane. )

Another trap is to fail into quarreling over
the scepe of the inquiry. There will be those,
particularly conservative Republicans, who
vrill wish to focus on the fall of the Shah, hop-
ing thereby to lay the responsibility oz Jimmy
Carter. There will be others, particulariy lib--
eral Democrats (an endangered but still ar-
ticulate species), who will wish to go all the
way back to the restoration of the Shah in 1953 -
following the CIA-assisted overthrow of the,
Mossadegh regime, .

Asch:smotth.tssortisguaranteedto lead

subject to criticism in either case, it is not
that the United States withdrew support from
the Shah and Chiang too soon, but that it con-
tinued that support too long.

There will also be a temptation to focus on
the various avenues which the Carter admin-
istration explored, with increasing frustra-
tion, to secure the release of the hostages.
This temptation will be especially strong in
the case of those who, for whatever reason,
wish to see the Carter administration discred-
ited. The main outlines of the Carter efforts '

are already on the public record. It would be -

good to have an official statement, probably
from former Deputy Secretary of State War-
ren Christopher, but the committees ought to
recognize that such a statement cammot be
complete at this tirne without emba.rrassng
third parties.

Attention needs to be focused instead on
what happened in Iran and in United States-
Iranian relatons in the months of 1979 be-
tween the fali of the Shah and the seizure of -
the hostages. The crucial questlons are:

° What was the US Embassy in Te*"-an
including the CIA, repcrsing about the uncer-
tain course of Iranian politics during this
time" '

‘. To what extent was the embassy con-
suited about probable Iranian reaction to the
decision to admit the Shah to the United

* States for medical treatment? What was the

embassy’s response if any?

to sterile, unpreductive-argument: Reviewing—=- —---

American policy toward Iran in the early-
1250s might be an interesting exercise in his-

torical scholarship, but it would bog the com- -

mittees down in a mass of detail. Rehashing -
the collapse of the Shah’s regime in early 1979
would lead the committees, and possibly the

country, into a dispute similar to that which =
followed- the- collapse-of -Chiang Kai-shel i~

Chxnazovearsearuer IfAmer!canpolicyxs

’ anhy was the embassy staff, or most of
it, not withdrawn from Iran at the time the
decision about the Shah was. made? At the
least, why were files not burned and code ma-
chines destroyed? :

American treatment of fhe Shab during
this.-period gyrated at least as wildly as

Iranian politics — from regarding him as a-
- pariah to welcoming him to a New York hos-

pital to (in effect) expeiling him to Panama.
It was, on the whole, shabby. It is not accept-
able that the American government decide
whom to admit to the US on the basis of black-
mail from a gang of fanatical thugs. But in
ignoring blackmail, the US ought also to take

steps to remove its representatives abroad

from the consequences.

FEBRUARY 4,

1981

In order to lay out the considerations °
volved in answering these questions with
thority, the committees will need acces
telegraphic traffic between Washington
Tehran (including CIA messages). This
raise some deticate questions for the Reag.
administration during its first weeks in offic
1t is likely to be the first test of how fortheon

1 ing the new administration will be in its rel
tions with Congress. But it will be idle to pr
! tend that the committess can make a usef
investigation without these documents.
Finally. the question arises of what can't
done to prevent a recurrence of this traum:
The answer is probably not much b.._7.c i
creased vigilance and sensitivity on the pa
: of the State Department and American dipl
i mats abroad.
Suggestions have been made that the V
i enna conventions on diplomatic and consula
relations be amended to provide an autamﬂtz
response by the world community. 1"
ble with this is that, as long as thewoud; I
munity is more concerned with oil thar i 4
writing more international law on the si: = N
is not likely to move it very much.

Pat M. Hoit, formerly chief of stafy =7
the Senate Foreign Relations Camzmt
fee, wmites on {am!gn affairs ﬁ
. .asmngtasz}.ffé"-.'xu Wikt












T*ONMORANDUM

INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

You will be interested in the arguments presented by

THE WHT TR HOUSA

WASHINGTON

March 10, 1981

MAJOR ROBERT KIMMITT

RICHARD V. ALLEW

e -

"A Gross Violation of Treaty Law,"

from The National Law Journal

Stuart Malawer in the attached article.
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 1218
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

March 17, 1981

~Cinm?

LEGISLATIVE REFERRAL MEMORANDUM

TO: , Legislative Liaison Officer-

National Security Council

SUBJECT: State proposed report on H.J.Res. 37, "To
estgbllsh a §elect committee for the implementation
of interparliamentary relations between the

legislatures of the Government of Iran and the
Government of the United States."

The Office of Management and Budget requests the views of your
agency on the above subject before advising on its relationship to
the program of the President, in accordance with OMB Circular A-19,

A response to this request for your views is needed no later than
Tuesday, April 7, 1981.

Questions should be referred toTracey Cole Lawler = (395-4710 ),
the legislative analyst in this office, or to

( ). /<?i}£::> _

ONALD K. PETERSON FOR
Assistant Director for
Legislative Reference

Enclosures
Dave Spevacek



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Nashimetye, S0 20500

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on H. J. Res.
37, "to establish a select committee for the implementation
of interparliamentarv relations between the legislatures of
the Government of Iran and the Govarnment of the United States.”

We note that this resolution was intrcduced »risr to
the release of the 52 Americans who had keen held hostages in
Iran. The release of the hostages may have overtaken the
purpose of the proposed legislation. In any event, the
Executive branch strongly opposes the enactment of H. J. Res.
37.

The willingness of the present Iranian regime to respect
the fundamental principles of international law and custom
is by no means clear. We believe that the actions envisaged
in this resolution, by appearing to move this country toward
more normal relations with Iran under these circumstances,
would tend to undermine our efforts to gain international
support for effective sanctions against states that violate
the principles of international law relating to the inviola-
bility of diplomats and diplomatic premises. Such actiors
could also damage the credipility of our efforts to make
absolutely clear that the United States will not tolerate,
and will respvond in the strongest terms to, any similar
violations in the future. Moreover, we would view with
particular concern actions by the Congress designed tc
establish interparliamentary relations with the government
of a country with which we have severed diplcmatic relations.

The Honorable
Clement Zablocki,
Chairman,
House Foreign Relations Committee,
House of Representatives,
Washington, D.C.



-

For these reasons, we strongly Oppose vassage oI H. J.
Res. 37, or any move to establish interparliamentary relations
between the Congress and the Iranian legislature. We take
this position fully cognizant of the vital interests of the
United States in the Persian Gulf and the serious threat
posed by the Soviet Union to that area.

The Office of Management and Budget advises that from
the standpoint of the Administration's program there 1is no
objection to the submission of thess views.

Sincerelv,

Alvin Paul Drischler
Acting Assistant Secretary
for Congressional Relations



97tH CONGRESS
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To establish a select committee for the implementation of interparliamentary
relations between the legislatures of the Government of Iran and the Gov-
ernment of the United States.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

JANUARY 5, 1981

Mr. HanseN of Idaho introduced the following joint resolution; which was
referred jointly to the Committees on Foreign Affairs and Rules

JOINT RESOLUTION

To establish a select committee for the implementation of inter-
parliamentary relations between the legislatures of the Gov-

ernment of Iran and the Government of the United States.

1 Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives

[{W)

of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

That there is hereby established a select committee on the

W o

relationship between Iran and the United States.

O

Sec. 2. Each House of Congress shall appoint from
6 among its Members seven Members which shall constitute

the select committee. The chairman of the committee shall be

-1

8 the chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee.



[E]

Ot

~1

2
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the select com-
mittee created in section 2 shall have the powers set forth in
subsections (a) through (c) of this section.

() The committee shall investigate and report to the
Congress all matters concerning the relations of the Govern-
ment of Iran with the Government of the United States
which in its judgment caused or influenced the deterioration
of those relations and/or are necessarv to the formulation of
laws for the correction of existing or past inequities in those
relations.

(b) The committee shall be the congressional agency for
the implementation of interparliamentary relations between
the legislatures of the Government of Iran and the Govern-
ment of the United States.

(c) The committee shall formulate and offer any bill
which in its judgment is necessary and desirable for the ame-
lioration of relations between the two governments.

(d) To enable the select committee to carry out the pur-
pose of this Act, such committee is authorized to utilize the
services of staffs of other standing committees of the Con-
gress, and to employ investigators, attorneys, consultants, or
organizations thereof, and clerical, stenographic, and other
assistants.

(e) The select committee is authorized and directed to

transmit findings and reports to the Congress on any matters

H.J. Res. 37—ihk



[N}

(op) Ot

-1

3
which have been referred to it and on which 1t has acted as
soon as practicable.

(f) Any bill and accompanying report of the select com-
mittee shall be subject to the rules of the Congress in the
same manner as though such bill and report had been re-
ported from a standing committee of the Congress.

(g) The select committee shall expire upon the last day

of the Ninety-seventh Congress.

O

HJ. Res. 37—ih
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"~ {ORANDUM Leg

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 1319

March 18, 1981

MEMORANDUM FOR: TRACEY COLE LAWLER_ .
FROM: ALLEN J. LENZ Mb
SUBJECT: HJR-37: Implementatio nterparliamentary

Relations Between Iran‘ e United States

The NSC concurs with the Department of State and strongly opposes
passage of H.J. Resolution 37, or any move to establish inter-
parliamentary relations between the Congress and the Iranian
legislature (Tab A).



Re 1319

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

3/18/81
TO: ALLEN J. LENZ
FROM: GEOFFREY KEMP

ot

Attached for your signature
to OMB is NSC's comments

re HJR-37.



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT ’3lq
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

March 17, 1981

LEGISLATIVE REFERRAL MEMORANDUM

TO: Legislative Liaison Officer-

National Security Council

SUBJECT: State proposed report on H.J.Res. 37, "To
estgbllsh a select committee for the implementation
of interparliamentary relations between the
legislatures of the Government of Iran and the
Government of the United States."

The Office of Management and Budget requests the views of your
agency on the above subject before advising on its relationship to
the program of the President, in accordance with OMB Circular A-19.

A'response to this request for your views is needed no later than
Tuesday, April 7, 1981,

Questions should be referred toTracey Cole Lawler = (395-4710 ),
the legislative analyst in this office, or to

( ). /<f73f‘::)

ONALD K. PETERSON FOR
Assistant Director for
Legislative Reference

Enclosures
Dave Spevacek



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D & 20520

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on H. J. Res.
37, "to establish a select committee for the implementation
of interparliamentary relations between the legislatures of
the Government of Iran and the Government of the United States."”

We note that this resclution was introduced prior to
the release of the 52 Americans who had been held hostage in
Iran. The release of the hostages may have overtaken the
purpose of the proposed legislation. In any event, the
Executive branch strongly opposes the enactment of H. J. Res.
37.

The willingness of the present Iranian regime to respect
the fundamental principles of international law and custom
is by no means clear. We believe that the actions envisaged
in this resolution, by appearing to move this country toward
more normal relations with Iran under these circumstances,
would tend to undermine our efforts to gain international
support for effective sanctions against states that violate
the principles of international law relating to the inviola-
bility of diplomats and diplomatic premises. Such actions
could also damage the credibility of our efforts to make
absolutely clear that the United States will not tolerate,
and will respond in the strongest terms to, any similar
violations in the future. Moreover, we would view with
particular concern actions by the Congress designed to
establish interparliamentary relations with the government
of a country with which we have severed diplomatic relations.

The Honorable
Clement Zablocki,
Chairman,
House Foreign Relations Committee,
House of Representatives,
Washington, D.C.



For these reasons, we strongly oppose passage of H. J.
Res. 37, or any move to establish interparliamentary relations
between the Congress and the Iranian legislature. We take
this position fully cognizant of the vital interests of the
United States in the Persian Gulf and the serious threat
posed by the Soviet Union to that area.

The Office of Management and Budget advises that from
the standpoint of the Administration's program there is no
objection to the submission of these views.

Sincerely,

Alvin Paul Drischler
Acting Assistant Secretary
for Congressional Relations
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To establish a select committee for the implementation of interparliamentary
relations between the legislatures of the Government of Iran and the Gov-
ernment of the United States.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

JANUARY 5, 1981

Mr. HaNsEN of Idaho introduced the following joint resolution; which was
referred jointly to the Committees on Foreign Affairs and Rules

JOINT RESOLUTION

To establish a select committee for the implementation of inter-
parliamentary relations between the legislatures of the Gov-
ernment of Iran and the Government of the United States.

1 Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
That there is hereby established a select committee on the
relationship between Iran and the United States.

Sec. 2. Each House of Congress shall appoint from
among its Members seven Members which shall constitute

the select committee. The chairman of the committee shall be
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the chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee.



e w (V]

© @O =1 O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

2

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the select com-
mittee created in section 2 shall have the powers set forth in
subsections (a) through (c) of this section.

(a) The committee shall investigate and report to the
Congress all matters concerning the relations of the Govern-
ment of Iran with the Government of the United States
which in its judgment caused or influenced the deterioration
of those relations and/or are necessary to the formulation of
laws for the correction of existing or past inequities in those
relations.

(b) The committee shall be the congressional agency for
the implementation of interparliamentary relations between
the legislatures of the Government of Iran and the Govern-
ment of the United States.

(¢) The committee shall formulate and offer any bill
which in its judgment is necessary and desirable for the ame-
lioration of relations between the two governments.

(d) To enable the select committee to carry out the pur-
pose of this Act, such committee is authorized to utilize the
services of staffs of other standing committees of the Con-
gress, and to employ investigators, attorneys, consultants, or
organizations thereof, and clerical, stenographic, and other
assistants.

(e) The select committee is authorized and directed to

transmit findings and reports to the Congress on any matters

HJ. Res. 37<ih
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which have been referred to it and on which it has acted as
soon as practicable.

() Any bill and accompanying report of the select com-
mittee shall be subject to the rules of the Congress in the
same manner as though such bill and report had been re-
ported from a standing committee of the Congress.

(g) The select committee shall expire upon the lastAday

of the Ninety-seventh Congress.
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