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lenberg' 
difficult to comprehend· what 
, man did. He distributed thou
>f ·Swedish passports, housed 
Jews in buildings he bedecked 

iVedish flags. He threatened, 
bribed, haggled. 
1arched up to the very death
natched Jews from under the 
f guards. He faced down the , 
including Adolf Eichmann, 

ineer of death. 
bin Wallenbei::g,'' he said,-gen
rews, fiercely to-German and 
"ianNazis. 
:aved thousands upon thou
There was suddenly in this 
iwede a power of compassion 
>duced a strength beyond him
mderstanding. 
January 1945 Wallenberg 
I over to the victorious Red 
to get help. A Soviet general ' 
lately sent a routine dispatch , 
1ng Moscow he was with them. 
isappeared, Two years later 
;sians said he had never been 
,oviet Union. But in 1957, faced ' 
)rid pressure for W allenberg, 
imlin said yes, he had been in 
jails but died 10 years earlier 
the doctors and wardens in
were dead too and the body 
ed. 

,) . ..... 
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ESSAY I William Safire 

Better the Contras' 
.. 
, ; 

! WASHINGTON 
'The official McGovernite villain 
• of 1987 has emerged at the head 
1 of the Nicaraguan resistance. 
He is Adolfo Calero, described by 
Newsweek as a "political boss" who . 
has taken charge of the 1contras "only 
two months after he was forced out 
by the advocates of democracy and 
civilian control." 

In months to come, we can expect 
to see him denounced in the halls of 
Congress as a Somoza stooge, a 
would-be 'corrupt dictator and Mr. 
Not-Niceguy. Whom dovish gods 
would destroy, they first drive batty. 

The contras have been jerked 
.. around for years by Congress. First 

we authorized money for bandages, 
knowing it to be the precursor to 
arms; then the doves ended that hu
manitarian aid, forcing the contras to • 
Ollie North's off-budget grab bag. 
Congress later went along with mili
tary aid to counter Communism . in 
Central America, only to threaten to 
cut it off entirely now that the Reagan 
Administration is weakened. 

Why the flip-flopping? A swing 
group in Congress knows why the 
Communists have not succeeded in 

• subverting El Salvador: it is only be
cause Soviet-backed Cubans and Sari
dinistas have their hands full with the 
contras in Nicaragua. If Congress col
lapsed the contra movement (in the 

The weakness in that sellout plan is 
laid out in the Times editorial: "[The 
President] could rightfully ask his 
critics to support the use of force 
should the Saodinistas betray their 
security promises.'' 

Fat chance. Project ahead to a 
Gary Hart administration, with the 
Nicaraguan resistance disbanded for
ever and Dictator Ortega's Managua 
in lockstep-with Havana and Moscow. 
In go a few medium-range missiles, 
capable of taking out Miami and 
Houston, which Managua will vehe
mently deny importing lately. Does 
anybody seriously foresee President 
Hart dispatching U.S. ships to block
ade Nicaragua and bombers to de
stroy the installations and kill the 
Soviet advisers? • 

Or put yourself in a more hawkish 
adminis_tration. President Kemp goes 
on television to denounce the subver
sion of Honduras and El Salvador by 
Nicaraguan-sponsored guerrillas, 

A negotiated 
:settlement 
won't work. tussians so far have refused to 

in the face of documented evi
hat he was seen in prisons of 
:t Gulag for years. Some ex
ilace the last sighting in the·· 
s, others say he was alive in l 
i 70's. Kati Marton, the jour
nd novelist, tells the story best 
Ilenberg," published by Ran-
1use and Ballantine. 

Act Now to Plug .. 
. · \ • 

, same callous manner as the Shah, 
with our approval, sold out the rebel- cit~s the great negotiated compro
ling Kurds in Iraq in the early 70's), mise of 1987 and asks Congress for a 
Communism would surely resume its formal declaration of • war: Demo
expansion on our continent. crats in Congress, joined by Cohen- • 

1uest goes on. Swedish officials 
:inging it up with Soviet lead
:ning. Representative Tom Lan-' 
California, whose wife was . a · 
Budapest and owes her life to 

>'erg, has collected 110 House 
res for an appeal to Mr. Gorba
ear round, committees meet. 
did the Russians keep him? At 
,rhaps they thought he was a 
~nt, then that he would be use
. hostage. Then his very exist
came a state embarrassment, 
dden deep. The only people to 
it is all understandable are 
ho have themselves wandered 
}mense insanity of the Gulag. 
Kremlin there is a lMng link 
'nberg. Anqrei A. Gr9myko, a 
f oreign Minister, signed that 
,957 saying that he was dead 
refully chose words that im

nat • the· finding could be. 
t Mt. Gromyko now is Presi
he Soviet Union. He knows. 
Ir. Gorbachev knows and can 
, world whether Wallenberg
i8" And if Wallenberg does not, 
bachev can say in what man-

~r and .cell the Swede of the 
1ed. It is imp<,>rtant for all peo
now, particularly Russians. 0 

dDebt: 
Jlutiori 

The Ozone Layer 
By Michael Oppenheimer 

and Daniel Dudek 

• Strange events in Antarctica 
straight out of science fiction, hav~ 
grabbed the attention of scientists 
and world leaders. The strato
sphere's ozone layer, Which screens · 
living things from damaging ultravio- • 
let rays, has been thinning dramati: 
cally during the southern spring -
the beginning of what some scientists 
suspect is a worldw!de decay of the 
Earth's ozone covering. . 

Against the haze of scientific uncer
tainty that surrounds this seasonal 

. ''.hole" in the atmosphere, one ques
t10n stands out clearly: Can govern
ments take coordinated.action to pro
tect the stratosphere arid avert the 
risk to life on Earth? , 

available within five year~. Severely 
limiting the supply of chlorofluorocar
bons would provide an incentive to 
developalternatives: The E.P .A., 
which soon plans to issue strict guide
lines for limiting the use of chlorofluo
rocarbons, should hold the industry to 
a five-year schedule for near-total 
.elimination of emissions. The United 
States could set the pace for all coun
tries to develop alternatives. 

The ozone layer cannot be saved 
without international cooperation. 
Some two dozen countries have been 

· discussing limitations of chlorofluo
rocarbons • in a desultory fashion 
since 1980, but recent reports from 
Antarctica seemto·have shaken most 
of them from general indifference to 
the problem. The European Com
munity should now join the United 
States in phasing out emissions of 
chlorofluorocarbons over five years. 
Gradual ozone loss has been a suffi
cient reason to act.. The foreboding 
ozone hole over Antarctica adds a 
note of urgency. D 

That is why we see our policy swing- Kassebaum-Rudman swingers, 
voters coming up witb the cynical no- would instantly choke up : War? Send 
tion of using the contras as our bar- in the Mar,ines to an endless quag- , 
gaining chip. The • Republican sena- mire to protect a few corrupt dicta
torial ·swingers - Cohen, Kassebaum tors? What are yoti, some kind of 
and Rudman - have warned the Presi- jingo nut? 
dent that in the coming showdown, A small but real war is now being 
they will vote to withdraw all aid un- waged in Central America. On one 
less a negotiated settlement is pressed. side are the Communists ( or Marx-

Sounds high-minded; . but what ists, or Sandinistas, or agrarian re
would such settlement entail? A New formers) , and in the front lines on the 
York Times editorial laid out the other side are the crew of less-than
g9als: (1) a Sandinista promise to re- lovable contras led by Adolfo Calero. 
frain from importing Soviet and The Communist side is not in this war 
Cuban bases, advisers and missiles; to settle, though it will readily sign a 
(2) a promise not to launch takeovers list of promises while the bone is in its 
across- Nicaraguan borders; (3) a . throat; as always, Communists will . 
promise to behave on human rights, · carry thei r revolution as far as oppo-

. and maybe even allow a tame opposi- sition weakness permits. , 
tion party to function. If our side does not win this war • 

The Nicaraguan Communists have With the contras, we are going t,;> h'ave 
made and broken such promises be- to stop Communist expansion with .. 
fore; in return for a fresh se~ of prom- another force. That would mean the. 
ises, the bargaining chippers would North Americanization of the war. 
betray the Nicaraguan resistance. Are most of the doves and swing 
That would not only invite the subver- voters really ready for that? I think 
sion of El Salvador, but would send an not. When double-crossed, as history 
unmistakabl~ message of U.S. irreso- suggests they will be, their severity · 
lutioi,. to any indigenous anti-Commu- • will turn out to be a chimera. The rest : 
nist force depending on us in Angola of the nation will be hard pressed t o 1 

. or Af~anistan. . deliver on their threats: D 

\ r 

, Ozone, a special form of oxygen, 
reaches high concentrations 12 miles 
above the Earth, where· it long had 
appeared immune from human -iriter
vention. But the emission of indus- • 
trial chemicals, particuiarly so-called 
chlorofluorocarbons, was. identified 
as a threat to ozone in the • early ., 
1970's. Chlorofluorocarbons stay in: 
tact until they drift into the strata~ 
sphere, where they disintegrate. 
Their fragments destroy ozone, and 
less ozone means more ultraviolet 
radiation reaching the Earth. 

The consequences of even modest i 
increases of ultraviolet rays are dis- ; 
turbing. Such radiation causes both 
malignant and nonmalignant skin 
cancer. Continuation of the existing 

Voi·ces in the ~ilderness? 

necessary to meet-repayment . global emission levels of chlorofluo~ 
, es. Money intended for con- rocarbons could result in an addi

,n of ports or power plants !ional 1.4 million cases ?f skin cancer 
l diverted for political pur- m less than 40 years m the United 

• In recent months, three separate and author
itative reports-by the Department of Energy, the 
National Petroleum Council, and the American 
Petroleum Institute-all reached similar conclu
sions. And all three sound

1

ed similar warnings
warnings of the sort we have been voicing in this 
space and elsewhere for the past year. We've 
argued, as did the reports, that America may 
have to pay a stiff price tomorrow for the benefits 
of low-cost oil today. We've argued, as did the 
reports, that th~ U.S. should take whatever rea
sonable steps possible to encourage production 
of America's domestic energy resources. And we 
concluded that unless government acted \now, 
the 1990s could bring a replay of the 1970s, with 
its "oil shocks;· "energy crises;· and spiraling 
prices. 

the natural gas being sold today is still under 
price controls. Decontrol would give the petro
leum industry a lift. The current natural gas 
surplus will disappear well before the oil glut, but 

r to placate the military with ~tates alon~. By the year 2075, 40 mil- ii 
expenditures or to replenish hon Ame:1.cans would be affected, 

·'s private bank account. and fatatit1es. could exceed 800,000, 1 

ir' than continued lending acc~rding to a study co~ducted by the i 
immercial banks these coun- Environmental Protection Agency. , 
led credit and technical re- Occular impairment, damage to '. 

of new ·multinational agen- the i~mune system and inc_reased air jl 

,at . specialize in economic pollution are all triggered by in- 11 
ment. The World Bank and . creased ultraviolet radiation. In addi-

1 

:ernational Monetary Fund • tion, millions of dollars of damage to 
ot designed as development 
agencies, and they have not 

ccessful in assisting countries 
ting sound development pro
New, broader agencies would 
ble not only of providing guid
d imposing discipline but also 
uld monitor a government's 
development plan. 
e such loans and technical ad
r e provided, however, devel
ountries and their creditors 
eed to work together to elimic 
i mountains of debt that con
tie their fates together. These 
nents should wefgh carefully 
ing advantages they might se-
making their creditor banks 

~artners in local public and 
en_t~~prise. In ~etur_n, the 

Chemical 
l • • 

em1ss1ons . . . 
are r1s1ng. 

crops, forests and building materials 
would be inflicted yearly. • 
• Even a partial catalogue of these 
horrors was · sufficient to spur Con
gress to ban chlorofluorocarbons in I 
aerosol spray cans in 1978. That 
caused a tempo_rary decline in emis
sions. Most European countries, by 
_ __ ,._ ___ ... - _ ... _ ,.31 __ , __ ..._ _ _ _________ _._ - ----

DOE, the NPC, and the API all noted that U.S. oil 
demand has been rising, and production has 
been falling. During 1986, Americans used about 
500,000 barrels of oil more each day than they 
did the year before. Imports climbed by about a 
million barrels a .day. Last year, Americans im
ported a net 32 percent of the oil they used. For 
perspective, at the time of the 1973 crisis, the 
net import level was 35 percent, and in 1979 it 
was 43 per9ent. . 

The reports mentioned several options for 
America, without making firm recommen
dations. We'd like to go further, and reiterate 
nnli,..i-r- •••-'••- ., .. __ ,.. 1,...--'-•-- A - -' •- · -'-' 1! 1 . - _... _ 

_many easy-to-produce gas resources are 
being neglected. Given the proper incentive, they 
would be produced-without triggering major 
price hikes . 

• ReReal the "windfall profits" tax. It isn't pro
ducing any revenue now anyhow, since oil is 
selling below its trigger prices. Repeal would 
signal the domestic industry that if it invests in 
exploration and production, it will get to keep a 
fairer share of any future rewards. Similarly, Con
gress should realize that the oil industry simply 
can't afford to be singled out for any more special 
taxes like the Superfund levy, which calls for a 
handful of industries to shoulder a society-wide 
problem. 

• Continue filling the Strategic Petroleum Re
serve. It's an excellent insurance policy-and like 
most insurance, we hope we'll never need it, but 
it's .nice to know it's there. Besides, America 
bought a lot of oil for the SPR at $30 a barrel, 
and at today's prices the government can take 
advantage of a relative bargain. 

• ORen UR federal lands for Retroleum 
exRloration. We've been saying for well over 10 
years now that oil and gas production and a clean 
environment are not mutually exclusive. The wa-
• _ . .,,,,, rr • • - •• ~ • • 
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