
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 

Digital Library Collections 

 
 

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections. 

 
Collection: Speechwriting, Office of: Research Office: 

Records, 1981-1989 

SERIES: I: SPEECHES, 1981-1989 

Folder Title: 06/06/1982 D-Day Taping for French TV 

(2 of 2) 

Box: 46 

 
 

To see more digitized collections visit: 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material 

 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library Inventories, visit: 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories 
 

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  
 

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-

support/citation-guide 
 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/ 

 

 
Last Updated: 04/26/2024 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://catalog.archives.gov/


.is further enha nced by their contro l over the 
'.;.ii nistration of the church and by th,ir as­
•:i.i tion "ith the flourishing mona~teries. 
--:1o ng the novel offices o f the well-organized 
.._, vince was that of viscoun t, a ducal official 
. th military, financia l, and judicial poweM"-in 
..;:i i areas. 
;{i:; strength in the duchy enabled Duke Wil­
:rn II. known to history as William I the 
vnq1· - to undertake the conquest of En-
2.nc' S. On William's dea th, control of 
:orr nd England was disputed among 
s so -<11 the two areas were reuni ted un-
cr Henry I of England in 11 06. After Henry's 
ai th in 1135, Normandy was won by Geof­
~y Plantagenet, count of Anjou and husband 
,- Henry's daughter Matilda, and from him 
lSSed into the Angevin Empire inherited by 
fenry II of England in the mid-12th century. 
be poli tical development of Normandy con­
aued under the Angevins: the jury system 
15 introduced; collection of taxes was cen­
-alized; and bail/is were appointed to oversee 
i:e viscounts. 
As the centre of Angevin power on the Con­
:nent, Normandy became a primary objective 
f the rival Capetian kings of France. It was 
onquered by the Capetians from John of En­
land (1202- 04). The wealth of Normandy 
.-as considerable, and its bureaucratic meth­
Js influenced Capetian government. French 
•.tle brought little change in the political cus­
oms of the Normans, whose privileges (con­
. t to taxes) were affi rmed by the Charte aux 
fo rmands of 1315. 

A TLA' 

OCi, 

~ 
SPAIN MEDITERRANEAN 

SEA 

1':e gouvernement of Normandy in 1789 

During the Hundred Years' War (1337 to 
,453), Normandy was twice invaded by the 
~

2
&lish and was under their control from 

• 0 until French reconquest in 1450. 

la
in the 16th century Protestantism made sub­
' _ nt.J.al gams m Normandy, and the province 
~ tom by wars between the Catholics and 

guenots (1562-63 and 1574-76). The 17th 
"1Ntury witnessed the growth of royal power 
~ orrnandy : the Chane was allowed to 
r e, .and the provincial assembly was abol-

ed ,tn 1666. The province was divided into 
generalites of Rouen, Caen, and Alem;on. 

tfter its division into departements in 1790, 
'fl! nnandy was the centre o~ a major politi~al 
ev n~ of t~e French Revolut10n: the federalist 
:ie O tfagamst Parisian domination in the sum-
1,r o 1793. 
llS name occurs in the h_istory of World War 
!'!;, as the Site of the Allied invasion of G er­
~ -occup1ed France in June of 1944. 
!/,~~~hdatio~ and expansion 19:828h 
= ,A-

1•t medieval tern tonal claims 3: 206a 
- 7nil claim and seizure from English 
• .' 6a; map 620 

• •1c4u i,it ion and loss l0 :23 bh 
"8-1 

I, 

rom Ell ,1ck Dc:1:h 7:n2, ;J 
1•; iuu, archi tec::•_:r,; 19: 157..: 

:--.-.--.fill l t..: i lt Jnd E!l'; l., h 

i'\ormandy, the mos t p re\·alcnt bre~~ of cat-~i-ri> l 
ti e in France develop.:d for both milk and (V J 
mea t production. 
• breeding an d gen eral features 10 : 1280g cl imate of political anarchy they provided 

r good and firm go \ ernmen t, both in church 
Narnwndy n vas ion. also kno wn as Q.P.E&A - and state . 
~,-Harne gi\·en to the Allied in- •Alexiu, I Comnenus ' defen,e agains t 
vasion of Europe on Juno: 6, 194-l. As the penetrat ion 1 :483c 
trend of World War II began to swing in fa- ·Byzantine mi li tary ri va lry 3:56-te 
vour of the Allies, G en. Dwight D. Eisen how- ·Carolingian territorial incursion 11 :929h 
er was charged with the task of forming the ·common law development in England 4: 998b 
larges t invasion fleet in hi_st_QIY.• While plans • defeat in Seville 16: 58 1 a 
were'1:5i!tng formeainE ngTand, Field Marsh~ -English Bible tram lation interruption- 2:889 h 

_,E'rrwr.:iii~nc-;::"R;'o";'mE m~e:';:l:::-;:'w-;ia'::s~ b~uf i,:ld~i~n~g,..;.fu::s:__:A~ tl.:a~n~tt.;:.c_~·:r.E. n gl ish in vas ion and re percussions 31204d 
·w ait" on the coastline o f France . · G regory VII',; effons to rest rain 8:4l 7g 

After betng delayed 24 nout s -by the worst • Henry !V's reaction w papal alliance 8:761 b 
channel weather in 25 years, the invasion be- • hunting purpose and organizatio n 9:47g 
gan on D-Day with units of the U.S. 82nd and ·interior design in medieval castles 9:706e 
101st Airborne divisions landing near the • Islamic decline in Sicily 9:932a 
town of Saint-Mere-Eglise, while British com- • Italian and Middle Eastern conquests 2: 1201d 
mando units captured key bridges and • Italian and Sicilian settlements 9: I 130e 
knocked out Nazi communicat-ions . In the • Italian state and Byzantine al ienation 5:299b 
morning, the assault troops of the combined • Ita ly's co nques t and co nsolida tion IS:906g 
Allied atmies, including the French, Canadi-1 • Leo !X's papal defense and effect 10: 805c 
an, British, and the United S"'tatesfanaeaat • Malta influenced by rule ll:39lg 

- ·medieval kingdoms maps 12:1 44 
five l:ieaches alon t andy coast ,code •military engin eering at Hastin gs 6:863e 
name ta Omaha, Gold, JJ.W.Q., and • Palermo's growth under rule 13:930d 
Sword. e ou~ es'we're taken early, · Roger H's Sicilian rule 15:984e 
Oii'ialia turned out to be the stiffest test, being • Wales occupation and cultural impact 3:230g 
nicknamed "Bloody Omaha." By nightfall , • Welsh urbanizing influence 19:526e 
sizable beacheads were in control on all five 
landing areas and the fina l campaign to defeat Normanskill Shale Formation, Middle 
Germany was under way . Ordovician (Champlainian) dark shale unit 
·Eisenhower's leadership and force found in eastern New York, Vermont, and 

size 6: 51 Sa Massachusetts (the Ordovician Period began 
• logistics of World War II ll :83b about 500,000,000 years ago and lasted about 
·strategy of World War II 19:593c 70,000,000 years). The Normanskill Shale 
• World War II history 19: 1001d ; map Formation was named by R. Ruedemann in 

190 l for exposures that he studied in the re-
Norman Empire: see Angevin Empire. gion of the Normans Kill , a tributary of the 
Norman French, the divergent dialect of the Hudson River, near Albany, N.Y. The forma-
French language spoken by the Normans of tion consists of about 300 metres (1 ,000 feet) 
early medieval times-especially that dialect of blue to gray, sandy shales with many bands 
as spoken by the Normans who invaded En- of black, pyri te-bearing shales that contain a 
gland in 1066. rich graptolite (class of extinct colonial marine 
·influences on English 6: 88 l c animals) fa una. The Normanskill Formation 
Normanichthy:i' dae, family of mail-cheeked is a northward extension of a dark-shale depo-

sitional environment that existed during 
fish of the order Scorpaeniformes. Champlainian time all the way from Alabama 
·classification and general features 16:400h to New York. The dark shales represent the 
Normans, originally NORTMANNI, also fine muds that were eroded from an Appala-
NORTHMEN, a term used genera lly in medieval chian landmass during Champlainian time 
western Europe to denote the barbarian hea- and deposited near the shore; limestones were 
then pirates (Vikings) from Scandinavia, who simultaneously deposited farther to the west. 
between about 800 and 1050 pillaged or occu- Norman style, Romanesque architectural 
pied many coastal areas. More particularly, style developed in Normandy and England be-
and in modern usage, it refers to those Vikings tween the 11 th and 12th centuries and the 
who settled in what later became the duchy of time of the general adoption of Gothic (see 
Normandy in northern France. Late in the 9th Gothic art) architecture in both countries. 
century a number of Scandinavians, probab ly Since it was only shortly before the Norman 
Danes, had secured a foothold on the lower 
Seine River. In about 911 this group, under a 
leader, Hr61fr (Rollo), himself probably a 
Norwegian, gained from the Frankish king 
Charles III the Simple, formal recognition of 
their occupation of a north coast area bound­
ed to the east, south, and west by the rivers 
Bresle, Epte, and Dives (the so-called Treaty 
of Saint-Clair-sur-Epte), By 933 they had ex­
tended their control westward over the Bessin, 
Avranchin, and Cotentin. 
Adopting Christianity and the French lan­

guage, the Normans nevertheless retained 
many typically Viking traits, remaining savage 
and unbridled and never contributing substan­
tially to the arts. Bands from Normandy 
achieved the conquest (early 11th century) of 
southern Italy and Sicily; in the mid-11th cen­
tury William, duke of Normandy, conquered 
England, and the Normans spread thence to 
Wales, Scotland, and Ireland. 
With a genius for adaptation, and usually 

producing strong rulers, they sys tema tized 
feudalism. employing it to thc benefi t of cen­
tra l authomy. The de\eloped cavalry wM-
fan.: and 1.:xc.::llt.:cl in .:a~tlc: huilc!:ng. Th.::, :,m-
tributcd not,1biy 10 th<.: " ro.vrl •>f 111,Jr, • ·I 
;o\Crnn1;.::11a ! ::1 t!turior; -i ·:riJ h•, · 11... 1r 11-

i .. t .. : (' ••I • , ... 
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private corporations should be paid in whatever currency was legal tender 
notwithstanding provisions in the bonds that they should be paid in gold. 
The resolution declared that these provisions for gold payment obstructed 
"the power of Congress to regulate the value of the money of the 
United States." Following the signing of the resolution the President 
ordered that all gold coin and all gold certificates should be surrendered 
by their owners in exd1ange for other forms of currency, with penalties 
for disobedience. The constitutionality of the resolution was disputed 
and the issue was taken to the Supreme Court. That court held that 
Congress had power to invalidate the gold clause in private bonds but 
that the invalidation in government bonds was unconstitutional. 

The resolution changed the policy of the government laid down 
after the free-silver presidential campaign of 1896 when Congress pro­
vided that all national currency should be redeemable in specie, that is, 
in gold. There was no question about the payment of Government bonds 
in gold. The gold content of the dollar had been the same for about a 
hundred years. The same Congress which repealed the gold clause in 
bonds authorized the President to reduce the gold content of the dollar 
by not more than 50 per cent. In accordance with this authority he re­
duced 1t a fraction more than 40 per cent. 

JUNE SIXTH 

D-DAY 

On June 6, 1944, the greatest amphibious force in history, composed 
of American, British, Canadian and Allied troops, landed in Normandy, 
starting the final campaign against Germany in World War II which led 
to her unconditional surrender on May 8, 1945. Thousands of troops 
from an armada of warships and parachutes coverectailietdr-of-rrrore 

~ r_ed._..mile.s__q_Lpeaches from Le Havre to Cherbourg_,__ The 
main landings were made in the Bay of Cherbourg, at Bernieres, north 
of Caen, and near Le Havre on the Seine estuary. The first forty-nine 
days were passed in securing and enlarging the beachhead, prior to the 
smashing offensives which later swept across France to the Westwall and 
on to Berlin, the whole operation of the invasion being an extraordinary 
and spectacular military feat. •. 

The first report of the long-awaited event reached the United States 
through the German news agency Transocean, in a broadcast announcing 
~hat the Allies were landing at Havre and a naval battle was in progress 
in the English Channel. There was no Allied confirmation, but the New 
York Times of June 6 departed from its usual conservative format with 
a three-line, eight-column display of "scareheads" repeating the Trans­
ocean broadcast. The national radio ,.networks stood by to confirm the 
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report, a l program~, eYen tho~c sponsoring the h ighest-paid comedia n 

I

. and other p rformers, being subj ect to interruption without warnin n. 
Throughout America people talked of li~tle else, in. the homes, on the 
street, in stores, and in offices, where business was disrupted by the day-

\

long suspense. Led by President Roosevelt over the radio at ten that 
evening, the entire country joined in a solemn prayer for the success of 
the invasion. General Dwight D. Eisenhower's communique from Lon. 
don was the first official announcement and gave the brief facts of the 
landings with no details, but it was greeted with a triumphant burst of 
sirens and whistles, and a general public demonstration. The Liberty 
Bell in Philadelphia was rung six times, and the New York Times of 
June 7 again displayed scareheads proclaiming that Hitler's seawall had 
been breached and the invaders were fighting inland while the Nazis 
expected still further landings . 

. ~ 0han..J_g_ur thousand ships, excl~sive of smaller landing craft, 
part1c1 pated in the tremendous undertaking, and the largest airborne 
force ever employed was landed with remarkably low los~ Radar was 
used by the Allies to counterfeit the approac of ships and planes at 
false locations and the Germans were thus confused, the actual landings 
taking them completely by surprise. Allied short wave radio stations in 
the United States, England, North Africa and Italy were coordinated 
early on the morning of June 6 for an unprecedented propaganda cam­
paign directed at Germany and the occupied countries. At the hour of 
invasion the broadcasting facilities were linked together in an interna­
tional chain to insure a maximum audience for General Eisenhower's 
statement to the peop!e of Western Europe. Subsequently transmissions 
were made in twenty-two languages on a twenty-four-hour basis. 

In comparison with the D-Day invasion, Philip of Spain's armada, 
which struck terror to the hearts of Elizabethan Englishmen before its 
destruction by a providential storm, was a puny force. The operation 
by which the continent of Europe was successfully invaded in the teeth 
of a formidable and strongly entrenched enemy will probably remain 
unique in the annals of history for a long time to come. 

JUNE SEVENTH 

BOONE DAY 

The Kentucky State Historical Society has for many years cele­
brated June 7, the anniversary of the day when Daniel Boone "first saw 
the beautiful level of Kentucky" in 1769. He had been preceded by Dr. -.,... 
Thomas Walker (see Kentucky Statehood Day, June 1). He entered 
the state by the Cumberland Gap which Dr. Walker had named for the 
Duke of Cumberland. 
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AMERICAN BOOK 
OF DAYS 

A COMPENDIUM OF INFORMATION ABOUT 
HOLIDAYS, FESTIVALS, NOT ABLE ANNIVER­
SARIES AND CHRISTIAN AND JEWISH HOLY 
DAYS WITH NOTES ON OTHER AMERICAN 
ANNIVERSARIES WORTHY OF REMEMBRANCE 

By 

GEORGE WILLIAM DOUGLAS, A.M., Litt.D. 
MEMBER OF THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

Revised by 

HELEN DOUGLAS COMPTON 

As it is the commendation of a good huntsman to find 
game in a wild wood, so it is no imputation if 

he hath not caught all.-Piato 

THE H. W. WILSON COMPANY 
NEW YORK - - - NINETEEN HUNDRED FORTY - EIGHT 
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rhe !st Corps, acro,s S,,·o rd Beach near Lion­
~-:\ler. The 6th Airborne Division was to drop 
~e:ist of Caen near the mouth of the Orne 
RiYer to protect the British Rank. 

The troops making the amphihious landings 
·;ere to be carried by nava l transports to po:+ 
dons 11 miles offshore in the .-\merican zone and 

. 1 miles offshore in the British zone. The troops 
then were to board LCVP's ( landing craft, ve­
~ide and personnel) and LC.-\ 's ( landir1 g craft, 
,i;.,ault), each craft carrying abo ut 30 men. The 
..::r..1ll craft ,vere to go in abreast in ,va vcs and 
!,:uch down at regular inten·als :.dong the length 
,i the assault beaches. F ollo,,·ing them were to 
he larger craft carrying heavy ,veapons, guns, 
tmks, and engineer equipment. Finally, LSTs 
thn<ling ships, tank ) were to nose onto the 
'&e:iches and disgorge additional men , equipment, 
cid supplies. Naval fire-support plans empha­
!i'-'.eJ neutraliz ing enemy positions r3.th e r than 
-iestroying them. The air forces planned to main­
!:lin .m umbrella of fight e r planes to protect the 
~und and naval units from German ai r attacks 
md also to provide air bombardment to help the 
.:::-ound fo rces overcome oh., tac!es impP.din'.; their 
;;rogress ashore. 

Long before the day of invc1,ion, call ed D-day; 
!he air forces had begu n to play a significant 
preparatory role. Since 1942, British and _-\meri­
::tn airmen had bombed military targe ts in 
German-occupied Europe, but no clear directive 
~ over-all plan had existed before the combined 
~-:)mber offensive directed by the CCS at Casa-
~~nca in January 1943 . The targets of this 
Oitensive were the German indu,;trial and eco­
:iomic systems and the morale of the German 
;itople. The Americans favored daylight preci1 

:en bombing to destroy critical sec tors of Germari 
:r1ustry_. Believing ~aylight bombing to~ costly; 
~ Bntish favored nigh t bombardment aimed at 
lestroying entire industrial :ind military areas: 
t.1.:h operated according to its own doctrine, both 
~centra ting on subma rine construction yards, 
:TPlane factories, transportati?n systems, oil 
~c:ints, and other war mdustnes. In October 
t'l43, attempts were first m ade to coordinate the 
!:xirnbings from 0.'orth African :ind Italian bases 
~th the combined bomber offens ive from the 

~ 1. nited Kingdom. 
In April 194--!, Eisenho\,·er took control of the 

:';;;_te2;ic air forces an<l used them in su pport of 
:~·erlord. Though the over-a ll mis,ion of cle,troy­
··s the German militarv and econom ic svs tem 
}lllained, the particular- mission was to deplete 
:ie German . .\ir Force and destrov the facilities 
~ing it, to destroy the Germa~ oil industrv, 
~ d to disrupt rail communications, espccially -~~t that might serve the Germans in moving 
~. orce_ments to the Ove rlord lodgm ent :i rea . 
_ .:i,y a1r attacks in ;\!av 19--l--l , hif tcd to lirid'.!es 

,~:• the Seine, Oise, a~J '.\ k11,c riv ers, :rnd • by 
:.:_.te Allied ai r a ttacks had weakened tlw r:tilroacl 

. .~',v_~Portation ,y\ tCm in Fr::ince to th e point of 
• " '-1!l "P · 1-. Fre~ch Rc., i,tar1cc.-Cu11trdll1tim; ~cn 1 ,trd tl,c 

1 
. ~ ?t1on of th,: ,. r,1d, , ,,ul~ .,·_1d !; i-: 11, ·. l \ , in 

-· · \\ e re d1, · · 1· ,rt ...: l , t ~! t; . t • • , 1, : i . tt t · , 
' • , ·.·,· :11 ,• nt tr:. l ~ I , . , I ., .. -~ •. r 1• : 1 • , t . . ,, ., , 1• ~:,. 

i ; 
: ' .' r . 
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Etabllssement Cinematographique des Armees 

Top: A group of Fr ench civilian guerrilla fighters, taken 
prisoner by the G ermans, is lin ed up to be shot. Bottom : 
In August 1944, as Paris is liberat e d , German troops sur• 
rend e r to a detachment of Free Fren ch forces . 

mate the au tonomous resistance groups. The 
culmination of its efforts was the formation of a 
:'.\/ational Resistance Council , which met for the 
first time in Paris on May 27, 1943, under the 
p residency of Jean Moulin. Representin g not 
on ly the main resistance groups but also the 
principal political parties, the co uncil recoi;nizecl 
de Gaulle an<l his LonJon headquarters as 
trustees of th e French nation, responsible fo r 
founding eventually a French government haseJ 
on democratic principles. De Gaulle's personal 
representative, :\[oulin, became the political 
leader of the resistance, an<l the '.\'ational Rc,i,t­
ance Council c reated an underground army 
organized on a regional ba,is. In the follo-., in~ 
month the Gestapo sma,he<l the o rganization by 
making wholc,ale arrc,ts. :\loulin di ed under 
torture, and tht: lea<lcr,1 ,ip \\':IS dec:im,1tt:J. The 
resu lt was the decentr,diut ion of the re,i , tance 
and its co 11L·c•ntraticm ,m s.diot,l!!e ,llld p,tra­
rnil ittn · . t Lti,. 11. 
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n11 t it, t(I c llcct a for, ·ul l.ti ,o r draft i11 l_- r.111 u·, 
tlic n1s:1mls of yuuu;:; Frc·1 1ch m cu, particubrly in 
ccn tr:d and .,011tlwrn FramT . rcliclkd . To csc 1pc 
the clrAt, they form ed 111111111is hands to conduct 
guerrilla warfare agaimt the_ Germans _and the 
collaborationist French :-.hlitia. The SOE as-

I sisted ~y increa, ing the amfHrnts of supplies 
' droppcd into France. The Ameri can Office of 

Strategic Services ( OSS) began to take part m 
the underground movemen t al this time by send­
ing its own agents into France in cooperation 
with the SOE. The Lonclon headqua rters of the 
OSS \\':1S fu sed ,,·ith th e British agency in J ,rnu­
ary 1944, when :\mcrican planes ,ilso hegan to 
fly supply m i, ., ions to th e resi:-; tance. 

In the fall of 1943, COSSAC took resp ons i­
bility for dircctin_;; those aspecb of the partisan 
and uncl crground movements on the Cont inen t 
insofar as th ey related to invasion plans . SOE 
and O SS operabons came under the control of 
COSSAC and even tuall v under General E isen­
hower's hea<lquarters, s·HAEF. Because it ,,·as 
hard to assess resistan ce strength, b ecause Ger­
man a rrests could suddenlv emasculate the move­
ment. and because control of re~ist:rnce activities 
was ddticult and uncertain, the Alli ed planners 
d ecided to regard resistance h elp as a b onus 
rather than trying to use it to ga in stra tegic ob­
jectives . Conse(J uently , the underground army rn 
France , numbering ab out 200 ,000 m en, confinea 
itself to gathering and transmi tting intelligence 
informati on and performing sabotage in war 
industries, against railroads and canals, and 
against teleph-one and telegraph fa cilities. Accel­
erating its sabotage in 1944 aga inst German 
troops and supply trains, the resistance cut tracks, 
destroyed bridges, and damaged locomotives in 
a campaign closely attuned to the Allied air 
offensive. 

In late ~fay and early June , in order tCD 
regularize the resistance activities , General de 
Gaulle, ,, ·ith the blessing of the Allied leaders, 
established a headquarters and staff in Londom 
for the French Forces of the Interior ( FFI), with 
Gen . Joseph P. Koenig in command. The FFI 
then became a component of the Allied am1ies 
under Eisenho,,·er, th e supreme Alljed com­
mander. To link the resistance groups in France 
more closely to the Allied command, so-called 
Jedburgh teams ( consisting of a French and an 
American or a British officer, plus _a radio op­
erator) were parachuted into France in uniform 
shortly before D-day. About 87 teams "·ere 

tperational in France at one time or another. 
Th ough it is difficult to evaluate th e e ffectiveness 
of th e resistance. there is no douht that it was a 

(\ moral as "'ell as ·a material for ce that contributed 
'\_!:o th e eventual defeat of th e Germans. 

German Forces.-On the German side, Adolf 
Hitler eserci sed direct control over military opera­
tions. He was the supreme commander in chief 
of the armed forces (\Vehrmacht). His staff was 
th e High Comman d of the Armed Forces ( Obc r­
knmmando d er \Vchrmaclit or OK\\' ), headed by 
Field \f:-trshal \\"ilh clm Keitel. l1nclc r OK\\' , in 
theor~-. " :e re the Air Force rii '!h Comma nd 
(Ol!C: rkrn11m11n t!u dcr L 11ft 1w ffc or O f.:L ) , h c.:adcd 

' .. ' ( 

I' 

, ,, 

r · ' 1 .I 'I , 

j : ' . j J 11 J . • ! • I I ' ; I( / :~ '1 J ·, I , I/ 1 I ( i I , j l 1 I / t ·, C - : - , ; - • 

!li !L·: 1 1 . .. • t11. di t~-- <l i(l l <: :-
: : :' ;~ . !~ --i .tIII; ! . ti~::. \·.· lii l (' ( );'~ \\ ' \ \, ! -.. !•···, T 

;-.i! 1l l· i ur \\ ·c,lv rn Eurr,p c. 
:\a,·y C ;n,11p \\ ·c.:,t ,w d th e Tliinl .-\ir Fie-, .. 

c.:rn1lrolll'd n,n al and air forces iu " ·cstcru ~uropi:, 
Tl,c ground for c.:e nelcl rnmmaTfcf" \\'iis the 0/,.;,_ 
/Jcfr.:ld1-lw/J(: r \Vest ( OB \Ve, t ) , "·h ieh ac:ttJ 
somewhat like a thcatcr headc1u:utcrs under Field 
;',,larshal Cerd von Rundstcdt , the commander in 
chief in tlw "·est , " ·ho operated un<ler Hitl '='r~ 
close supcrvision. The operations sta ff of OKW 
th t: '\Vel1mw chtfiihru ngs.1tab (WFSt ) , under Coi' 
Gen. Alfred Jodi, \\'as the direct agent betweei; 
OB \Vest and Hitler. Rundst ed t controlled two 
army groups: Army Croup C under Col. Gen 
Johannes Blaskowitz, respons ible for the ~fe<liter: 
ran C"'a n ( ;\inetccnth Army ) and Atlantic ( First 
Anny) coasts of France; and Army Group B 
und er Fidel ~ Lirshal Er\\'in Romm el, charged "ith 
d efending th e Channel coast with the Seventh 
and Fifteenth arm ies . 

The chain of command that operated at the ·­
tim~ of the invasion was Hitler, who made his 
w1snes kno \\'n throu gh the \\'FSt of OK\\' 
(Jodl), to OB W est ( Rundstedt), to Armv 
Croup B (Rommel), and then to the Seventh 
Army, which was responsible fo r defending the 
lodi!ment a rea designated by the Overlord plan 
as th e objective of th e invasion force. 

The steady drain of the eastern front left -
the Germans in France with t"·o kinds of units 
old divisions that had lost many good men and 
much equipment, and new divis ions tha t were 
either of excellent combat value or were only 
parti ally equipped and trained. In June 1944. 
Rundstedt had 58 combat divisions, of which 33 
were static or reserve divisions classified for 
limited defensive employment, 24 were well 
trained and equipped, and 1 " ·as still beinl! 
equipped. All the infantry divisions were com­
mitted on or directly behind the coast under one 
of the four armies or the armed forces com­
m and er in th e :\'eth erl ands. The Seventh _-\rm,· 
controll ed Brittanv and most of :\"orrn:inch-: th: . 
Fifteenth Army, the Pas-de-Calais. -

The command in " ·estem Europe had its 
p eculiarities. Rundstedt , for esample. had nu 
command over the Third Air Fleet, ,,·hich was 
directlv suhor<lin ate to OKL. The aircraft in 
Franc~ w~re too fc"· in number for clecisi \t.: 
effect; of the 400 fighter planes based in France, 
only half ,vere operational because of shorta12:e< 
of spare parts, fuel , and trained pilots. :\"or dici 
Rundstedt control ~avy Group \Vest, und~ 
OKM, even thou![h the destroyers, torpedo 
boats, and ~maller na\'al vesseh were hascd in 
ports "·ithin his juri ,d iction. The air fo rce hac 
administra tive control over parach ute troops and 
antiaircraft artiller" units: the navv controlled 
most of th e coastal art illerv. In acldition, two 
military gove rnors, one in France and the other 
in northe rn France and Bel!:'.iu m. we re uml~r 
OKH, though their security troops could he 
appropriated by Runclstedt to repel an irn·asion . 
Romm el, the Army Croup B commander, "-a~ 
under Rundsteclt, but Rommel's dominant per­
sonality and hi, prern·,: :1t i,·e of direct comm uni­
cat ion "'ith Hitl er, a prcrn'!citi,·e enjoyed hy :J.l. 
fidcl mar ,.h:ds, ;.:a,·e hi m an in,H;cnce >..'r, .,t.·r 
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than that due his formed command au tho rity. 
Rund., ted t favored mainta ini ng a m obile re­

serve to be ru,hed to the i.n va, ion area when th e 
main landings were recognized. Rommel, believ­
ing that .-\llied a ir superior ity would prevent the 
movement of a mob ile reserve to the landing 

1 
_ beaches to repel the invaders, depended exclu-

sively on fortifications near the water's edge. 
Th us Rommel directed much of his efforts to 
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- build ing coa,ta l defenses . He favored a large 
number of simple, field-type defemes over d few 
complica ted and ma,sive fortifications. He em­
pha, ized th e use of mines, unden, ater obst..1cles, 
stakes, Be lgian gates, tetrahedra, and hedgehogs 

• in the hope of entangling the Allied troops as 
they landed and making them vulnerable to 
those " ·ho waited a t the sho re to repel them. 

_ Rom mel's con,truction and mine laying required 
• considerable labor. Becau,e Or\;;aniza tion Todt, 
the con,truction agency of the German .-\m1y, 
was employed chiefly in majo r port fortress 

• .ueas and on railroad maintenance, the troops 
themseh:es worked on the .-\ tlantic \Va ll in 1944 , 
in many cases to the detriment of their training 
pro~rams . 

By the time of the invasion a ne"· weapon 

I 
! 

. was ready to be put into operation. Th is was th e 
air miss ile called the V-1, for Ve rgeltu11gsu.:afj-e 
{ vengeance weapon). From the Pas-de-Cala is 
area the Germans wo uld begin on June 13 to 
' • these flyin g bombs against England and 

lian population as a reprisal for Allied air 
, on German cities. In September, the V-:2, 

a ... ~<1dli e r super~onic rocket, wou ld be introduced. 

I r 
l 
t 
f 

Deception Plan.-One of the vital e lements of 
the invas ion was the erroneous Germ4n expecta­
tion of landings in the Pas-de-Calais.; Believing 
that a number of Allied divisions in the United 
Kingdom belonged to "Army Group Patton," 
the Germa ns concentrated a stron\.(: Fifteenth . 
Army in the Pas-d e-Ca lais, the coas tline nearest 
to England and the area in weste'rn Eu rope 

-
1
1_ lilap 9. ESTABLISHMENT OF 

lliE NO RMA NDY BEACH­
~EAD (June 6-July 24, 

f 1944) . Germa n op po sition 
I !'Q the lan di ngs was strong 
I !' all b eache, except Utah 
j :iqc:h, and it was par-

I 
!~ larfy fierce at Omaha . 
~tvertheless, by nightfall 
>l the fir,t day the Allie , 
1•fd foo tho lds o n rh e shor e 
~ shown . Durin g the suc­
Clt-ding days no serious 
tnterattocks dev e loped , 

• , t_he German s hod bee n 
t'•1ved into b e li evi ng that 

-t ~• main landings were 
.. .-. fl to com e fa r ther north, l ~ 1he Pas -de-Cala is area, 
f- ~ d Were husbanding their 
i , ,ce1 to coun te r them . By 
• ••y I, the All ie, had f ,:"• • d almo ,t 1,000,000 
f- :t'ri and hod cl e are d most 

-;., the Cot e n t in Pe n insula . 
Ju ly 24, 1he line had 

.'""·n a dvanced as shown, 
'd th'! A m P. ric an forces 
·; -' ooi1ed to orik e 

; a, St .-La . 
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closes t to the da»ic invasion routes into Ger­
many. The .-\!l ies nourished this belief by a 
~igantic deceptio n plan designed to convince 
the Germc1n:; tha t Overlo rd wa, only part of a 
lawer in vasion effort. .\"ava l <lemon~tratiun, off 
the° Channel coast, false messa~es, dummy i.n,tal­
lations, and othe r signs o f impending coa,tal 
as:,ault kept the Germans in a continual state of 
alert and a larm and immobilized the cons ide r;.ib[e 
force of the Fifteenth .-\ rmy. 

The .-\!lied hoa.x continued well bevonJ the 
O verlord in,·a,iot 1. • Early in July, the· Je:,igna­
tion of the l"niteJ S tates Fir:,t .-\rmv C rouo wa; 
changed to the Twelfth in o r<le r • to ret;in in 
England a fictitio us headqua r te rs tha t the Ger­
mans mi,,ht think capable of launch in<' another 
i.nva,ion . ., Lt. Gen. Lesley J . >fc .\"air, co~mander 
of the .-\rmv Croun<l Forces, who was visi tin ·• the 
European ·theater, was placed i.n commanJ of 
the fictitious army group. Late r, when >le); air 
was killed while obser,;ing the battle in .'\or­
manJy, Lt. Gen. John L. De \Vitt was rushed 
to England in o rd e r to give continuing ve risimili­
tude to the .-\!lied deception measures . When the 
Third .-\mi~- was committed on the Contine:!t, 
Pa tton's name was at fir,t kept secre t fo r the same 
rea.,on. Eminently success ful, the deception 
maneuvers foo led th e Germans for nea rlv five 
months. During th e invasion and the sub,equent 
battle for .'\ormancly, \\·he n the Germans cuu ld 
\vell have used reinforcements from the Pas-de­
Calais area. the Fifteenth Arrnv remained un­
touched and immobi le, awaiting ·an inva.,ion that 
never came. 

IN VASION AN O CAMPA IG N FOR NORMANDY 

Invasion.-On ;\fay 8, General E isenhower 
designated D-day as June 5, but because of bad 
v .. ·eather he decided on June 4 to postpone the 
invasion to June 6. Though the "·eather rema ined 
poor, further delay ,\·o uld have necessi tated 
waiting until June 19, when tidal condit ions and 
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tli (; lid1 t of tl ,t: 11111 11n \\'Ould al.!.t ii, l,av<: ln;cn 
p n ,pit iC1uS. 111 one of the mo~t momentous Jcci­
,i or1 ~ of th e " ·ar he tkc iJcJ to procL·•·J J cspite 
tl, c uufaYorahlc \\-Cather conditions. l\feanwhilc, 
the in\·a~ion troop ,; ha J movcJ to concen tration 
a reas in the l'nited 1':ingdom. There they re­
cciYed spe<.:ia l eqnipmcnt :md w:1terproufed 
the ir vehicl es . T ht-11 tl ,cv marcl,ccl to m:1rshal in g 
a reas close to th e cmha;kation po ints, where the 
troops received :dtli tion al s1q1pli es, ma ps, and 
fin al brie fin gs. About 60,0(){ 1 men and 6,800 
vehi cles were schedul ed to ):!" ashore on D-day 
at Omaha Beach and equal num hers at Uta h . 
On D plus 1 and 2 , an adJiti nna l total of 43 ,500 
troops and 6,000 Yehicles were sched uled to go 
ashore a t bo th beaches . Roughly equa l numbers 
were to land on the Bri tish beaches. A.l tot.::ether 
in the C'nited Kin f!d om, Gene ral Eisenhow;r had 
a force of 2,876,000 men , includ ing 45 divisions. 

_ Some 5.000 shi ps and craft made up_!~iD­
vas1on Reet,_J)uring the night or'Jiine5, despite 
a gusty wind blowing at a rate of 15 to 20 knots 
and churning u.J1 _wayes in mid-Channel as high 
as fi ve and six feet, th e invasion Beet took as­
signed places in the transport areas off the coas t 
of France in the Seine E stuary. l\Iinesweepers 
cleared and marked 10 lanes through minefi elds 
in the Channel. In the early minutes of June 6, 
RAF bombers ran ged the entire invasion coas t, 
striking at coastal batte ries and other targets. In 
the second hour, paratroopers of the 82d and 
101st Airborne di\·isions landed in the eastern 
part of th e Cotentin Peninsula astride th e ;\fer­
dere t River to facilitate the seaborne bndings of 
the 7th Corps. The l0ist Division secured its 
objectives with surprisingly light losses, but th e 
82d h ad to fi ght severely, takin g heavy casualti es , 
to secure Ste. -\Iere: E glise . At the same time th e 
British 6th Airborne Division was securing the 
other Allied fl ank be t\\'een the Orne and Dives 
rivers. As da\\"Il approached , while fi ghter 
squadrons fl ying at from 3,000 to 5,000 feet 
maintained an aerial umbrella , the lan<ling c raft 
came toward shore throngh a heavy sea. 

Because lack of planes in France denied ade­
quate aerial reconnais,ance, the Germans had no 
ad\·a nce kno\\'lecke of th e in, ·asion. Thev also 
relied on the bad weathe r, considerin g it too 
inclement for the :\]lies to try an invasion at that 
time. T heir first reaction occurred earlv in the 
morning of June 6, when several • German 
torpedo boats left Le H avre to en ga!'(e the in­
vasion fle et. They were driven off by Allied 
naval fire and a ir attack. The Germ an coastal 
batteries began to fi re sporadicall y at the in­
vasion fleet at 5: 35 A .M. At 5:50 .·L\t., th e 
Allied naval bombardment b egan. This fire 
not only detonated la rge mine fi e lds, on which 
the Germa ns had counted heavily to bl ock the 
irn·aders. but also knocked out manv defens ive 
installations . -

At 6:30 A .~1. , H -h our for th e United States 
beaches , .\merican troops tou ched d o,\·n on Oma­
ha and Utah b eaches. At Utah th e 4th Division 
under the 7 th Corp s had little d ifficult \' gdting 
,1 , hnrc :i•.::aimt intt:n:1i tknt :1rtill c rY ~helling , Tht' 
lw.ich art':a \\'as c:l::arecl in tl1r<'=e ·hours, :ind the 
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foll o\\·-up t roops an d supplies began to come 
ashore \,·ith li tt le trouble. About 23,000 mer. 
landed tha t day . At Omaha, where th e 1st Di\i: 
sion of th e 5 th Corps assaulted with two regi­
men ts abreast, high seas, early morning mist 
smoke, dust , and a lateral current sca ttered m~ . 
and units badly. German fire was exceptionallv : 
strong, and m any wounded _-\mericans wer~ 
drowned in the rising tide . .In a daring operation 
two Ran ger battalions took out large coastal guns 
at Pointe du Hoe after scaling cliffs with roi:e 
ladders, but after the first three hours of the fu~ 
vasion it appea red for a " ·hile that the Omaha 
invaders h ad been stopped on the beach. The . 
presence of an elite German infantry division 
tha t for three months had escaped Allied intelli­
gence accounted in large measure for the 
difficulties of the 5th Corps. Only through im­
provisation and courageous personal leadership 
were the troops at last able to get off the beach 
and onto the cliffs beyond. Even then the 
infantry had very few heavy weapons and no 
supporting a rtillery. The beach was congested 
with disabled and burning vehicles, and the 
beachhead was a strip of land less than 2 miles 
deep. ;\'evertheless, as night fell , 34,000 men 
were ashore. 

Troops of the British Second Army mean­
\'vhile began to land a t 7 :10 A.M. On Cold Beach 
the advance elements of the 50th Division were 
pinned down a t first by German fire. but gradu­
ally they worked their way around the resistanet 
and pushed rapidly inland. By the end of the 
day they had advanced about 5 miles. Tht 
Canad ia n 3d Division on Juno Beach met even 
stiffer resistance, but once clear of the beaches 
the Canadians moved rapidly and by th e end of 
the day had reached the Caen-Bayeux highway. 
The British 3d Division on the left also met 
in tense opposition on S\,·ord Beach, but bv the 
end of the day linked up with the 6th Airborne 
Division . 

Despite the immense problems at Omaha 
Beach , the Allies by the end of D -day h ad estab­
lished apparen tly solid foo tholds on the Conti­
nent. Casualties everywhere, inc!udin? bloody 
Omaha, were lighter than expected. T hey were 
li ghtest of a ll at Utah Beach (less than 200), 
though the ai rborne divisions behind th e beach 
lost 2 ,499 men, includin~ 338 known dead and 
1,257 miss ing. At Omaha the Americans lost 
approximately ~.000 men. British and Canadian 
ca, ua lties " ·,: re about 4,000. 
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i Though German opposition had been firm on 

ill beaches except Utah anJ particularly dis­
turbing at Omaha, D-day passed with a surpr is­
ill\1 lack of cour1teuttacks . Ouly nea r Caen. t where a panzer divbion in bte a fte rnoon struck 

l 
the British 3d Divis ion, was there more than 
Qas,ive resistance, and the 3d Division stopped 

:. this thrust with little loss of ground. The most 
Dl(ni6can t German development was the ordering 

panzer co rps to the Caen area, a ha rbin ger 
e fact that the · Germans saw the British 

t .h~s and their threa t to open g rounJ leadin g 

l ... ,varct Paris a-s the Allied main effo rt. 
-..- By the end of D-day, the Americans had 

I 
~<led the et1u ivalen t of 8 regime nts amphib­
iously. By the end of the followin g day, 5 

l 

di,isions ( including the 2 airborne div isions) 
•ere ashore and operational, though all were 
1ellcient in tramportation facilities, tank suppo rt, 
l..'ti!lery, and supplies. .-\n ammuni tion shortage 

! \l/"-u5 serious, partic:ularly on Omaha. The Ameri-

l 
cans had planned to have a bout 107,000 troop, 

. ~~~re by the end of t
1
he seconJ dhay, hu t

0
th
1
e 

"'= was approximate y 20 ,000 ; ort. 11 y 
~bout half the planned 14,000 \·ehicles had been 
.use
1 

_mbarked, and on ly a fourth of the anticipated 
-1,.:iOO tons o f sup plies ,\·ere on the beaches. 

f = ~feanwhile , E ise nhowe r ordered Bradlev's 
f ~!rst Army to give p rionty to th e task of linkin~ 
I die two . .\merican beachheads and of maki 11 1'; i :?intact with the l3rit i,h . In rnmp li ance \\'it h this 

1 3tder the 1st Divi~ion pushed east"·"ird to gain 
f.
1 

~ta~t \vith the British on June 8, the 29th 
1 • ·is1on too k Isigny on June 9, and the l0bt 
f ·~tbome Division cap tured Carentan on June l2 . 

i . 

-~•.1th Caren tan in hand and the beachheads 
;:i:ned, the 7th Corps turneJ its a ttention to 
1r rhourg. Ha ltin g further expansion inland of 
1~ a1. Gen. ( late r Gen.) Leonctrd T. Gerow's .'5th 

1rps, which had taken Caumont and was nea r LI road cente r ancl Jep,1rtmental capital of St. -
._ _' Bradley on J11n e 11 plar·,·rl th e h ,dk of th ,· 
·~,rninl! n •sc 111rc1•, a t th,· di, po, .d uf \Ll j. C:r •n. 
_"' 'er Gen. ) r. Lt\\ t 1> I1 c,,llirh' 7tl, C11r 11 s . D11r-

·tl f • niC! l1 t ,,~ T111 1t ' i -: . ~!:,· ~ 11 (:, 11l ) ~ 1.. 1:t t l 1i · 

in Pt·ttit 1: .1 1h ,u1, { -· t;,.cJ 1d~ <:h1·r! Hn1 r~! 
1 ~ • • r 111. t I 1 ; 1 1 . . :, 1 • , • : 1 : • ! • '. ' · , , ; 1 ~ ... i. t r t • ~ 

l ,,· :!, 11: , , 1 I •. ! ,\ t .• • , .. ' :: 1, 
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Gen.) Troy H. ).[iddleton's 8th Corps also a rri ved 
and took con trol of the fo rces a t the base of the 
Cotentin Penillsub on June 15. The British had 
mean,,: h ile ca ptured Bayeux and expan<lecl and 
enlarl(ed their heac:hheaJ . but Caen , a D-clay 
objecti,:e. remained out of reach . 

In these early days the Alli es used hvo 
m ethods to get supplies ashore : direc t discharge 
onto the beach from lanJing c raf t and unloading 
the cargo ca rrieJ by large r vessels moo red off­
shore into ferry craft a n<l DUK\V's ( amphibious 
trucks ) for tran , port eithe r to the beach or to 
the artifi cial ports ( ~fulberries). :\ot until the 
destroyed facili ties at Cherbourg were repa ired 
in mid-July was this port to begin to take some 
of the logistical strain from the beaches. A great 
storm that ra ~ed between June 19 and June 22 
wrecked scores of craft and sm as hed the artificial 
ha rb ors. Hi1,;h winds demoli shed the . .\merica n 
~ful be rry heyon<l repair. but the British artificia l 
quay "·as later restored to full use. ;\'early 100 
LCVP's and LC\l"s, plus many LCT's and large r 
craf t, were lost and 19 of 20 rh ino fe rries were 
des troyed . Des pite this ca lamity, which stop ped 
un loading operations for seve rc1l days, the .-\llies 
developed an ahili ty to bring ashore over th e 
open beaches surp ri.,in\(ly large amounts of ton­
nage. 

13y Julv 1, three weeks after the initial land­
in l(S, the fir,t ph,1.,e of th e in vas ion came to a n 
end. :\! most 1,000 ,00() men. more than .500,000 
tons of .,upplics. and 177.000 vehic:k., haJ been 
landed in the American and British zorws. A tota l 
of 27 Allied di\·isions had arrived on the Conti ­
nent. and more were abo ut to come. The 
C erm:rn 's ~o!tkn opportun it y to sma , h the in­
vasion bv decisive counterattack hefo re th e 
All k~ \ ,-e;e fi rmly established had pa,,ed. Ger­
man fa ilme to read in strcn\(!li "'"' ,1t triln 1ta hle 
to the condition of the F rcnc:h railro.,cl~ a nd to 
unrcler1tin\( ai r attac:ks th at ,:nal ,lt-ci 1.crman 
cl ivi .,inn s to ri ·:1ch th e ba tt le z orH 11 11 h- ,., 1th 11t rrn ,., t 
diffic ult \' :rnd .iftc r ,. u icH ts d c!:t\~. ·c 11 1L, .i rr ivcd 
pi, •r·,· 111,'. .ti . ,, ft ,·n l.11 l-. iw.: ,.," r, t' i;i l ·.•. '"'! ' ' " ' ' .tnd 
, ht) 1 f c,f t11 1 I .ind l t1 l 1111 11,:t i, 11 1. (~1.r it: 1. 11 u ·...: lH l ·,. 
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ons rnil.! l,'t tu rn t l1 c c·<1 ur ,c- of the " ·ar. 
Battle of the Ilccl gc ruws.-Dc,pi tc Alliecl 

succt::, , iII get tin g ashore in :--: orrn ancly, th e lu<l ;.: ­
m<:nt ,<:cured by the beginning of July was much 
small er than ha cJ been ant icipatc<l. Because the 
British ,<:eme<l stalled before Caen, Bradley 's 
First .\rm.- initiatc<l on July 3 the offemive· tha t 
became k;10,,·n as the bat tle of the hedgcro,•:s. 
The hedge rows are walls, half ea rth and half 
hed ge, that enclose the tin y fi elds in the Cotentin . 
the region south of Cherbourg . As each of four 
American corps launched an a ttack in tum, th e 
Americans struck across a wa te rlog;;ed an d hedge­
ro w-laced area that was perfectly suited to 
defense . Confined in a rcb. ti ,·clv small ~ector and 
confronted w ith difficult te rrai; and inadeq uate 
roads, the Americ-:i ns fou i b t an enemy favored 
by endless lines of na tu ral for tificat ions ( the 
hedgcro,,·s) and aided by daily rains which 
nega ted Alli ed tactic:d air su pport and red uced 
obser, a tion. Though inferior in numbers and d e­
fi cien t in supplies and equipment, the Germans 
infli c ted 40,000 casu :ilties on th e First Anny, 
which gained only a few miles of ground. The 
climax of th e ba ttle occurred on Jul y 18, when 
the 19th Corps a t last captured St .-L6. 

The Bri tish mean,,·h ile had thwarted danger­
ous armored countera ttacks a t the end of June, 
and then secured half of Caen by launching a 

SOUTHAMPTON E N G L A N 
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hore ho 
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)_!\/,'_',};_,:, ./i.,;;-,;;' -'t r'.',; ;;,:•.crfi;!,.';~:t L,/,;~;~;L ·· · 
Lv1nb crate !" .... a ud J e bri:--- c lo~ '...! c..: d ro. tJ s . n..: ...:. ci .. 
tli e Orne Hin -r, " ·hic: h fl o,,·s throuc:h Caen. T, .. 
cl ays late r, on July 11:i, General :\1ontgurrl!- , : 
laund1c<l a simil:.rr attack, eotk~ named- C0,./ 
wood. Afte r 2,100 planes dropped more th~ 
8,000 tons of high explosive, British and Cana. 
dian groun J troops advanc:e cJ from Caen towar" 
Fabise. D espi te h igh optimism for a deci~i,~ 
penetration of the enemy defense line, the attack 
carried for only 6 mil es befo re bo~ging down. 

Rommel had on July 17 been eliminated frorn 
th e b attle when an Allied plane strafed his staff 
car and forced it into a ditch. Suffering a bra~ 
concussion, he was taken to a hosp ital. Klu% 
assumed his place, commanding both the theat'.,: 
headquarters and Army Group B. Three da~ 
later, on July 10, a conspiracy among C erm~r, 
office rs almos t succeeded in assass ina tin" th : 
fi.i_hrer and gaining . control of the gove~lITlen~ 
with the anp of endmg the war. From th is pou;• 
on , Hitler b ecame ever more suspicious of h~ 
subord ina t_es. . He e:-entually forced Romrne~ 
who was im plicated m the p lot, to commit sui­
cide. H e took stronger control of battlefield 
operations. Though the plot had no visible effect 
on the campaign , the miracle of Hitler's survival 
impressed the German people and gave Hitler·s 
un ila teral di rection of the w ar even greater · 
,strength. 
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Map 10. BREAKOUT FROM 
THE BEACHHEAD ANO 
LIBERATION OF PARIS 
(July 25-Aug. 25, 1944). 
Pre ce d e d l:,y on int e ns i..,~ 
bombardment, Lt. Gel'\ . 
Omar N. 6radley 1 s otto~ 
south from St .-LO on July 
25 was highly successfo) 
and broke through th, 
German lines . During f?l4 
next week the Americ.aa 
advance ext e nded into 
Brittany and began to 
sw ing eastward to env elop, 
the G e rmon nonk. On Au­
g ust 7 , the Germans coun­
terattodced str-on9 ly at 
Martain , but without suc­
cess . Inst ead, their Sev en ~h 
and Fifth Armored o r m ie1 
were almost encircled in 
the Faloi se area by con4 

verging Briti sh and Am ~,i ­
can advances . The Allied 
drive to the east agalntt 
crumbling resistance modt 
rapid progress. By August 
25 , it had reached th, 
Seine Riv e r at severed 
po ints; and on that day, 
Pal"is was liberated . 
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Breakthro u~h.-To pene tra te the Ge rman de­
fe rues and make a limited exp loitation to the 
town of Coutances, General Bradley on July 13 
drew an outline p lan called Cob ra. This p lan 

~- projected a heavy attack on a narrow front just 
.. ,,,e, t of St.-Lo, the ground effo rt to be propelled 

forward by a mighty air attack. Bradley con-
• centrated 6 divisions under Coll ins 7 th Corps 
and called fo r support b y heavy bom bers. Some 
pbnes in Opera tion Cobra were already unde r 
way when overcast skies fo rced a day 's postpone­
ment. Fail ing to rece ive word of the delay, ap­
pru.xima tely 350 bombers already over the tar~e t 
dropped around 700 tons of bomb~, some of 
which struck Americ,m troops . On Ju ly 25, the 
01:eration officiallv go t under wav as 2.500 
pLrn es d ropped ~pp-roximately 4,000 tons of 
bombs on a rectan~uhr "carpet" 7 m iles lon\s 
Jnd '.?. miles " ·ide along the Periers-St. -Lo hi~h­
way. T hough some bomb, again fe ll short and 
caused casualties among the American ground 
troops, 3 in fantry divisions fo llowed the bomhard­
mcnt closely and attempted to open a hole fo r 
e.~ploitinis forces. The Ge rmans , thou'jh badly 
hurt, ;ippeared to be holdin...;. hut commitmt· nt 
of :2 additional . .\merican d i\·is ions on the second 
Jay and a third on the next opened a treme ndous 
breach. Genera l Bradley had achieved h is 

- breakth rough . :\Iodifying his plans, he b roadened 
tb» •r:ope of the ope ra tion, and a ll four corps of 

~t Army drove ahead. By the end of the 
the 7th and 8th Corps in less than a wee k 

"-. ,dvanced about 30 miles. · Far beyond 
Luucances, Ame ricans took Avranches and gained 
the hase of the Cotentin. This made poss ible no t 
only a swing to the wes t in to Bri ttany b u t a 
ming to th e east, around the German left fl ank, 

, toward the Seine River and Paris. 
The outstanding ach ievemen t of the las t week 

in July was the result of many fa c tors. The 
:\me ricans had outmaneuve red the Germ ans. 
~ard figh ting by the 19th Corps a t T essy-sur­
'itre had blocked Kluge from sending two panzer 
divis ions into the Cobra area to d isru pt the 
b_reakthro11gh operation . Aggress ive :trrnored ac­
fon, supported bv tactical ai rcraft giving excel­
=t close su pport, trapped consider:ihle German 
fo rces near Co ut:rnces. Brad ley"s fo rces had , 
Ill effect, crn,hed the German left Aank and 
tereby inval idated Hi tler's tac tic of , tandinv: 
,a:
1
, t un til new developments in weapons mig ht 

a ter the situation. On Auv:ust l , Bradley turned 
°",1a·er the command of the First Arm y to Lt. Ge n. 

ter Gen .) Cour tney H. Hod~es. On the same 
~Y, General Patto n's Third Army became ope ra­
ional. Both armies went un de r th e command of 
T radley, who became the com mande r of the 
. Welfth An ny Croup. 
~ Breakout into Britta ny.- :'-.-fidd le ton 's 8 th 
, -0rps, now und er the Third .\rmv, tu rned " ·c., t 
,rom Avra nches and en tcrr;rl Brittanv. One 
~ ored d ivision clro\-C tn Rcnn es and, tlwn to 

nent, anotlH'r :1rmon-·d cli\·i, ion clrnv, · to llrc,t 
~id an infantry ,[ i, i, ;1,r1 nH 1\ ·1·d tn . ·t.-\1:tlo. Th,: 
·-:) ~r.tnc, : (Jr : \111t· ri 1.. .i r1 tru<• il ' ;;i!,, Britt.lrl '/ ( f1: 1,1•1 l 

'11 :tri , i r1 t,1 rl11 ! '••·d 1 1 1 i , , _ ;l., \·.· r ~l l . :- :--ir .-

.,i,,I .'\ .,,,:, •,. ,. i,i, I, 1!::!. ·r I,., I , ,,., ;, :-

11' ( ;, 

. ,. 

.. 
.: _ -:: ,... -: • - .. -•- - :. ·.: r: . 

Wide Worl d 

A rm o red u n it s o f th e Canadian First Ar my a dva nce to w ard 
Falo ise in Au gu st 194 4 to fo rm the nort hern arm of on 
Alli ed tro p f or the G ermo n Seven th Army . 

tem ber 18 . 1feanwhile, headquarters of th e 
United States Ninth Army, un<ler Lt. Gen. 
\Villiam H . Simpson, had been committed in 
Brittan y in order to p rovicle control over opera­
tions tha t were increasingly fa rther behind the 
main front . 

Though ope rations in Brittany had been 
undertaken with the ob ject of ga in ing the port 
cities as points of entry for addi tio nal troops and 
supp li es com ing directly from the United States, 
the strong German de fenses a t St.-Malo and Bres t 
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l ' _._. :!; •· ' · J.: ., .. .::• _: ,t i •-:'._· ,J . . 
: ? \ ' .1 · • 1.1 , t 1, , H.. l '_: ,t ! : . .! ! ~- - f 1: • ' ' 1,i t l11_ · 1.=:if I f . 

: . ·::- , . · 1 1 - 1 " : : 11~ l1 • i'• i~ l .. i11 1 · 1 1 :• . • :.t ._ .. , 111 J \ ,! P• 1. ! i ,, · !, \. : . . \ : : ~1\ • ... l ~th Cur·r, 
, . :• " . , ti : - : :i\l l l 'l' l .._ , ,. : . 11.:l! l l , ; ( . i 1. : ,t !t-., c:oil \.·l~ . \ \! i(" { i r1 '. !.'-2 1\,:. : 1 d1 t· \\ 'l•~! L, d1lL-, 

/i ·, L: .. • :\111..· D :- ~t t.1-1: \ · ,._ a, f: !f It· J1 Hn L' d f roi1~ :-Jl· iuc an d p n,i:i :. :..:: tii t' (;l ·rrn:iIJ:-. tu,'- Jrc.i 
tLL· ll· l .t i i 1 :•L t'.....:.l' uf 0 111...: r:1ti1n1.'\. E~1rl~- in .-\u ~us t , rnoutli uf thL- D\cr. \ '- L c r-._- c .,t.:Llpt: cro'.)::,iri:._: :, ;\;:_ 
the rn.,i,, :\] lied ,1 ;m ics bad S\\Tpl eastward harder to h11d. \\. h i],. tl,i s ,ecund cncir~Jt:, , • 
frum ,-\ n:rnchcs. at th e Scine ,,·as in progress. the A_llitd ;,~~~ .. 

Breakout to the East.-\Vhcn the Third Anny holding the should t>fs of the first-1:mci.clement '.' • 
became opn.itiunal on August 1, General Patton Argentan and Falaisc were at last making cont,:'. 
took con trol not unlv of th e 8th Corps operations at Chamliuis a nd Truu. 1:'hcy thus closed th; 
in Bri t tanv Lut also of :\l aj . Gen. ( bter Gen.) pocket un . .\u<.;lL'i t :2 0, trapping more than 50 rv:: 
\\'ade H., H aislip·s 15th Corps, which turned German troops, dc, troying an adclitional 10,b;:;: 
so utheas tward to,,·arcl .\Ltyennc . Taking .\fay- and scnJinC'. the Fifth Panzer and Seventh arrni · , 
enne on . .\ugust 4, capturing Laval on August reeling eash,·arJ acro,s th e Seine in defeat. Ficici 
5, and seizing Le .\!ans on August 8, the 15th .\larshal \\.alter .\lode! meanwhile had beco~ 
Corps form ed an enveloping pincer that ex- commander in chief in the west, replacing Klug .. 
tended more than 75 miles around the German who committed suicide. " 
left flan k. :\1ean\\·hi le , the First Arm y also By this tim e h,·o more American corps ¼ci 
s,•:ung southeastward to"·ard th e road centers of come on the scene. :\faJ. Gen. {later Ge-, . 
Vire and .\lortain, thereby starting a swin ging \\'alton H. \Valker 's :20th Corps, after tak;; 
moYement designed to carry the Allies to the Angers, turn ed to take Chartres. \laj. ~ 
Seine Ri,·e an d the periphery of the lodgment Gilbert R. Cook 's 12th Corps drove towar,' 
area em·isioned by the Overlord planners. But Orleans. By Au;ust :20, when . the First '1!'.~ i 
the Germans turned and sprang. H oping to Third :J.rmies pull ed up to th e Seme, Eisenhow~ t 
rega in A nan ch es and thereby to dose the hole, h ad already decided to ignore the original limi:_ . i 
that Bradley had punched in th eir defenses, the of the lodgment area and cross the river : - f 
Germans launched a counterattack at .\1ortain on strength in pursuit of th e disorganized ene;:. j 
August 7. They were moti,:ated by the desire to fore~. Meanwhile, as_ British . and Cana~ • • 
reestabli sh the conditions of static warfare that armies moved to the Seme, Amencan and French - f 
had served them \\·ell during June and most of troops liberated Paris. . . ! 
July. They struck the 30th In fantry Division of Liberation of Paris.~e __ climactic incident m -
Collins' 7th Corps with full force. Quickly rein- the I\o rmandy campaign ~s_ fue_ liberation (r 1 
forced by Bradley, the 7th Corps fou ght a mag- - Pari:e-wnich- occurred almost by accidenl hi . i 
nificent defensive battle to ha lt the German orcfer to avoid a battle that would damage the f 
threat. French capital and inflict casualties on its inhabi. ~ 

By attacking weshvard through .\1ortain to- tants, General Eisenhower intended originally to-: 
1
. 

ward A vranches, th e Germ ans had placed their bypass Paris. Hitler for his part wish.ed to retain ' 
hea ds into a potential noose. Bradley sa,v the the city for the pres tige involved, and he desig- ! 
possibility of encircling the Germans and pro- nated it a "fortress" to be fou ght over until i: ;: 
posed this maneuver to \fontgmnery, who was, as he put it, "a field of ruins." The French I 
agreed. Brad ley therefore d irected Patton to him wanted Paris liberated not only because its ~ 
the 15th Corps north,,·a rd from Le /\fans toward capture \\'Ould signify a crowning achievemt:U!Jt 
the successi,·e objecti,·es of Alcm;on and Argen- for the resistance, but also because it would ; 
tan with the purpose of cutting behind the establish General de Gaulle in the seat of govern-
Germans at :\Iortain. If \l ontgomery's forces ment. Thus a three-cornered struggle develope<l, f 
drove south,,·ard from the Cacn area and with the Germans preparing to fight on tlw 
reached Falaise, the Allies would form a pocket western outskirts and, if necessary, inside ihe 
and threa ten th e enemy's Fifth P anzer and city, with the French putting pressure on Eisen-
Se,·enth armies ,,·ith encirclem ent and ann ihila- hower to send troops to liberate the capital, and 
tion. General Crerar's Canadian First Army, with the Allies preparing to go around the city 
which had become operational on the Continent in th e more important pursuit to the GenTI:i:: 
on July 23 , attacked southward tm,·a rd Falaise on border and in the hope that the capital wou.!~ 
Au gust 8, but ga ined li ttle groun d. In contras t, fall into Alli ed hanJs once it was isolated. A 
Haislip 's 15th Corps took Alenc;on and was within spontaneous uprising within the city on August 
sight of Argentan by August 13. Becau se the 19 changed all plans. 
American troops had reach ed the bounda ry line Lacking the m eans to put down the uprisin~ 
separating .\merican and British zones of opera- in the face of Allied advances near the city and 
tions, Bradley ordered Patton to ha lt further ad- unwilling to d estroy the capital, the German 
vance by Haislip's co rps. This decision was commander concl uded a trnce with the resist:rncc 
dictated in part by the fact that Crerar was leaders. Erroneo us reports that the Germ:iru 
about to launch a heavy attack on the following were about to destroy the city before withdraw-
day. On Au gust 14, a fter 800 planes had dropped ing, as well as news of grave food shortages in 
3,700 tons of bombs to clea r a path for the Paris, prom pted Eisen hower to change his mind. 
ground troops. the Canad ians launched their at- \Vhen he directed Bradley to take the city, Bra~• 
tack. Two days later th ey reached F alaise. ley sent a Fran co-American force under Gero" s 
Allied forces ,,ere then only 15 mil es apart, but 5th Corps to perform the act. Gen, Jacquei 
the Germans ,,·ere escaping eas tward out of the Philippe Leclerc's _ .2.cL _Annored _Divislon wa{ 
pocket throu gh this 15-mile sector, called the given tne - h0noF- of- the- first- entry into- the- city; 
Arge nt an -Fahi , e _1.:ap. But the Germ an d efe nses on the outskirts 01 

Bradley had m r•:l. t1 \\ h il f' ,, pproved Pa tt on's Pa ri, prnv<:' d , trnn'.:! er th an had been ::rnticipatcd, 
p lan tu , e11J p.n t of the 15th C(J r;i, to the .St:" ine . T lio uc:h ,, sma ll French unit pcnd rated in to !!.' 
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l center of the city around midnight of Augu,t 24, · 
t the actual liberation had to a_wait the next Jay;!' 
t when both French and Amencan troops entered ! Paris. The German defense q uickly co llapsed,1 

and the German commander surrendered. , 

INVASION IN THE SO UTH AND 
DR IVE TO THE EAST 

Invasion of Southern France.-Even as Allied 
troops swept victo riously across '.'J'omiandy, an­
other Allied force staged a second amphibious 
invasion on August 15, this time on the south 

. coast of France between Cannes and Toulon. 
· This was the long-postponed Operation Anvil 
(also known as Operation Dragoon ) . Though 
Eise:1hower in the sp ring of 194-! had recom­

f _mended that this inv,1sion not be launched at the 
t •• same time as the landings in Normandy, he 
~ • wished only to gain additional landinv; craft for 

the major invasion, and neither the .-\ll ied com­
=der nor othe r .-\mer ican officials endorsed 
lhandoning the operation a ltogether. Against 

• British resistance, notably from Churchill, who 
continued to favor expanded operations in other 
;iarts of the '.\ledite rranean, Eisenhower had 
continued to believe an invasion of southern 

~f rance essential to the success of Overlord. I ~ Allied entry into Rome two days before the 
l _., Normandy invasion at last m ade it clear beyond 

<loubt that some resources could be spareJ from 
• ~[editerranean to assist Overlord. After con­
!ring various operations, includin g an invasion 

: the southwest coast of France, Allied planners 
;;' • •. linally decided to strike the south coast on August 
t . 15, though all British objections did not end until 
f shortly before the target date. The invasion was 
i }½signed to prevent German forces in the south 
i ..:;fui~ moving against Overlord and to provide the I -_Allies with a supplementary line of supply through 
• !he \fed iterranean ports, particularly Marseille. 

Behind a heavv air an<l naval bombardment 
! ~e United State's divisions ( the 3d, 36th , and 
I :~) under the 6th Corps, commanded b y '.\laj. I • Cen. ( later Lt. Gen. ) Lucian K. Truscott, and an 

i
i .- lltached French armore<l force began la nding 
l __ early on the morning of August 15 on either side 

~Sl-Tropez. Meanwhile, a task force composed ! ~-American a_nd British paratroopers land~d be-
t :i.tnd the mvaswn heaches to cu t roads and isolate 
1 -"e German defenders. The over-::dl commander 
¾ Pas \faj . Gen. ( later Lt. Gen.) Alexander \!. 
l itch, commander of the U nite<l States Seventh 
+ _;\!!ny. The Cennan force responsib le for defenJ-
i ~g southern France, Army Croup G un<ler Gen­I ~ Blaskowitz, had on ly 11 divisions for the ta~k. 
~ "'Ough the German Hiv;h Command had been 
1 ~idering the withdrawa l of Am1y Crouµ C to ! "¾f north, no action had been taken when the in­
s .. _ iOn came. Their forces ,preaJ thin, the Ge r-
' i 
~ could muster onlv sµotty resi,tance on the 
~"':'-ches. Two clays lat~ r, OK\V ordered Bla.,ko­
~ to lea\'e forc es to hold the major ports anJ 

! ~u. h::).ck to\v:i.rd th e \ 'll,(!f'" \ ·fo unt~1ins in north-
-L,t~:-n France . • 
-._ fn,. "1CC'L'" of th, · .\lli,;d i11va,i1,n was 'i [Wc-

·•:•r. On rl 11· ;,r,t .i:ty a lrn11 · . . ')(1, (l(lll 111 1·n . 
.,, ~ ,· t' hic !t', . :t1 " i . !f) 111 11 1

1 

r(Jn ...... "f ..., 1_1 p_1,li, ..... ,\·• · r<· 

~ . := 1 1r~. f,, , 1. . , i i•.•. · • · . l:-·-.. ( I · · L 1: 1: 1 -! ,1.i ~• 
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endeJ on A.ugust :28. On the same day troops of 
the 6th Corps seized '.\lontelimar, 75 miles up the 
valley of the Rhone River, but were too late to 
trap German columns withdrawing from south­
,vestern France. In two weeks the .\llies never­
thele~s had opened two majo r ports and had taken 
57,000 priso ners at a cost of only -! ,000 French 
and :2,700 A.merican casualties. American and 
French columns soon were matchin<:?; the sweep­
ing ad,·a nces in northern France. french resist­
ance forces swarmiog from the mountains aided 
the drive materially .. -\s Lyon fell on September 
3, the AllieJ forces turned northeastward toward 
the Belfort gap. On September 11, patrols from 
the southern force met patrols of Eisenhower's 
northern fo rce nea r Dijon. Four days later, the 
troops in the so uth, organized now as the Sixth 
Armv Crouo under the command of General 
Dever.-; and -composed of the U nite<l States Sev­
enth and French Fir,t am1ies, came under Gen­
eral Eisenhower's command. 

T he invasion of southern France and the su b­
sequent dri,·e nort h succeeded beyond all expecta­
tion;. The Gern1ans lost 80,000 men in pri,one rs 
alone. ,vhile .-\!lied casualties totaleJ 7,200, about 
equally diviJed between Americans and French . 
On the othc:r hanJ, the Germans by their timely 
withdra "-al managed to extricate more than half 
of Army Croup c· from en trapmen t. Having 
reached the foothi lls of the Vosges, the Germans 
turned to fight back. Though the Allies continued 
their attacks, a shortened German .d efensive line 
and overstrained .-\llied supply resources hrought 
the sweeping gains to an end. 

• Pu rsuit Toward the German Frontier.-In the 
meantime, the main Allied armies in the north, 
having captured Paris and jumped the Seine on 
August ~5, continued to pursue the Germans 
across nortl1ern France and Belgium toward the 
German border. In preinvasion planning, Gen­
eral Eisenho,,·er had decided to advance agains t • 
Germany on a broad front. He planned to ~make 
his main effort in the north throu~h Belgium, 
passing '.\Iontv;omery's Twenty-first Army Croup 
to the north of the barrier of the forested Arden­
nes rev;ion of Beh;ium and Luxemhourg a long the 
most direct route to the Ruhr industrial area. the 
vast co llection of coal mines and fac tories which 
\\'as the main sou rce of German industrial st rength. 
Bradley·; Twelfth _-\rmy Group was to advance 
south of the Ardennes throuv;h a les,e r indu,trial 
area. the S.iar. Yet as the extent of th e Cem1an de­
feat became appa ren t, Eisenhower yield ed to per­
sistent Jemands from '.\lontgom ery to stren;..,;then 
th e forces in th e north. Leavin'.! Patton's Third 
.\rm v to advance a lone .,ou th of the .-\rdennes, he 
orde~ed Brad le v to send Ho<lv;,< Fir~t Armv north 
of the barrie r ·alonv;side the· Bri tish Hank: This, 
Eisenhower rcasonetl, wou ld speed :\lont'.!omery's 
captmc of ports ,1 long the Cha nn..!, indudinv; the 
_v; rcat port of Antwerp ( Antwerp,·n ) . . -\not he r big 
port was es,i::n tial to cont11111c:d ,1th·,u1ce in to 
Cerm,lllV, for P,rot. Clic-rl u11 1r'.-' .. ,r1d cn.: n Le 
I Ltn<: ,;h,n '.':t11dd lie f.tr L~h i11d th'-' frnr1t .. \., 
Ccrwr:tl r.rer:1r\ C: .1r1.uli:1 11 Fir, t .\ rm,· in,·1•,t, ·d 
th1· mill' ,r r.l, .1l111 1 ·l :,11,t,. \f, .,,: •:• >rn•·;,_., trr,. ,p, 
d: ~.._ 1,, ., 1 ir ilo H, 11 .. ,, !.., ; Hn!\ t· !~ .. .... , lf l '11·!l~•- r: 1L1 r .) 
: 1 •!.I t!· · • I' ' • • f ' •.· 1 .; ,.,., I \ ' : I ' , t! . I ! • 
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DE GAULLE, d;i g61', Charles (1890- 1970), presi­
dent of France, who was the leade r of the Free 
French movement during World W ar II and the 
chief architect of the Fifth Republic. 

Charles Andre Joseph Marie de Gaulle was .;:: 
born in Lille, France, on Nov. 22, 1890, the son of 
a teacher of philosophy and litera ture a t a Jesuit • 
college. From early childhood he took a keen 
interest in reading. Fascinated by history, he 
formed an almos t mystical conception of service 
to France. • 

De Gaulle graduated from the Ecole Militaire • 
of Saint-Cyr in 1912 and joined an infantry reg­
iment. In World War I he was wounded and 
captured at Douaumont in the Battle of Verdun 
in March 1916. As a war prisoner, he wrote his 
first book, published in 1924, La di-Scorde chez 
l'ennemi. After the armistice he served on the 
staff of Gen. Maxi.me Weygand's military mission 
to Poland and then taught military history at 
Saint-Cyr. He served on Marshal Henri Philippe 
Petain's staff, then with the French army occupy­
ing the Rhineland, and later in L ebanon. 

In the 1930's de Gaulle wrote various books 
and articles on military subjects that marked 
him as a gifted writer and an imaginative 
thinker. In 1931 he published L eJl de l'epee 
( Eng. tr., The Edge of the Swor , 1960 ), an 
analysis of military and political leadership. He 
also published Vers l'armee de metier ( 1934; 
Eng. tr., The Army of the Future, 1941) and 
La France et son armee ( 1938; Eng. tr., France 
and Her Army, 1945 ). He.urged the creation of 
a mechanized army with special armored di­
visions manned by a corps of professional spe­
cialist soldiers. Armored mobility and air power, 
he argued, would provide better defenses than 
fixed forti£cations such as the Maginot Line. His 
theories were rejected by the military and by left­
wing leaders who saw professional armies as a 
potentially dangerous political weapon. 

Free French leader. At the outbreak of vVorld 
War II, de Gaulle was a colonel commanding a 
tank regiment in Alsace. In May 1940, at the 
time of the German offensive, he was promoted 
to brigadier general and placed in charge of the 
hastily formed 4th Armored Division, which 
helped check the German advances under des­
perate conditions. On June 6, 1940, Premier Paul 
Reynaud, who for many years had championed 
de Gaulle's ideas in the Chamber of Deputies, ap­
pointed him undersecretary of state for war. De 
Gaulle was one of the few in the cabinet to resist 
surrender and to propose that the government 
withdraw if necessary to North Africa to continue 
the struggle. When Marshal Petain, who was 
committed to an armistice with the Germans, be­
came premier, de Gaulle left for London. On 
June 18 he broadcast the first of his appeals to 
his compatriots to continue the struggle. 

He soon became the very symbol of the entire 
Ilesistance, even though the exiled armed forces 
at his disposal were few in number. He im­
pressed upon British Prime Minister Winston 
Chmchill the sign ificance of the movement bu t 
:lid not succeerl in im press ing the highly skept ic-a l 
leaders in Washington-inclucli nl! Pn.:s idl'nt 
Franklin D. Roo,0vL· lt, who tl,oul.(h t of him a, a 

"-../P· ,h-11tial di, tatnr ,m, I as :in oh, t; cle to U. S ,.•. 
I •hnus with th • \'i ,·hv r•".;i1110. In f11l v l'l- '. () .1 

' 1, ·nc h crn1rt 111:ir l i. •! ·,, ntr'l! l'l'd ,!,'. t~:11111, t. 
•· 1th for tn .,,o,, . 

Frnm l '.) --1 :2 t>ll, d,· r, 111! -'~ Frt 'L' ( 0•· l-"i·: '.- . 
·n~) Fn' ncl1 m rJ \ .(Ult· ,t ';1 in 1 ·d in p\.)\t.C r n11d : . -

DE· GAULLE presents a regal figure in dress uniform 
with the ribbon and stars of the French Leg ion of Honor . 

Huence, winning over the French colonies in 
West Africa , and establishing close ties with the 
underground Resistance movement in France it­
self. De Gaulle rei tera ted his inten tion to allow 
the French people to decide their political des­
tiny after libera tion and won the backing of 
many of the fom1er republican political leaders. 

In November 1942, when American and Brit­
ish exped itionary forces landed in North Africa, 
they persuaded Adm: Jean Frarn;ois Darlan, head 
of the Vichy armed forces and Marshal Petain's 
representative in North Africa, to order a cease­
fire, in retw-n for which D arlan was named high 
commissioner for French North Africa. D e 
Gaulle and many segments of the British and 
American press denounced the step. After Dar­
Ian's assassination a month later, the Allies named 
Gen. Henri Giraud as high commissioner. Seeing 
his oppmtunity. de Ga11 lle movf'd his he:icl,j11 ar­
tns to Akicr, in ~[ay H)4:1_ f[ • organize- cl tlw 
[.'r,·ncli l.()111mi ttct· ,,1· :\a ti on:1! Li lic·ratinn . with 
l, i1 11,, ·lf .rn d C ,-n , n l C i1.1 n<l .is c-och:1i1m,·n. a nd 
.,,,,11 ,·. " •·d .,,,t ti,.- l, , ulrr11 t C ir.t:td . 

B·· I' '-L 1: · .!·;'! \· \ '. ,, .... ',\ i,l,·l\ rt lfl'..!"' 1i71 '( 1 '!-i 

.)1 1:u· Pt f . f 11r · i:f. "' " 111 1• , : ft ,,. L111 1 111 , t~· i· o f :<! .t­
thlll 11 l ii ,·r .~ i. 11 i, du : i ',i:' i:,Ii11 1. 1: ·! r ~ 1· n1 Illl' nt 
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GENERAL DE GAULLE trium ph antly enters Paris ofter 
its liberation by the Allies on August 25, 1944. 

of the French republic. Although he was not 
permitted to land on D-Day, he arrived on 

"--French soil a week later on June 14 and .,QJJ,_, 
~ Au gust 25 he entered Paris in triumph. 

Head of the Provrsronal G overnment. Aftei- the 
war, de Gaulle was unanimously elected pres­
ident of the provisional government in October 
1945. Representing the newly res tored political 
parti es and the Resistance groups, his provisional 
government carried out the spirit of the Resist­
ance programs, institu ting a number of far-reach­
ing economic reforms, including the nationaliza­
tion of various indust1ies and the inauguration of 
plans for economic modernization. The country 
could not agree on a new constitution, however, 
and two successive constituent assemblies had to 
be elected. 

\,Vhile the constitution was still being de­
bated, President de Gaulle grew impatient with 
the role played by the political parties and with 
the subordination of the executive branch to the 
legislature. He had already let it be kn own that 
he favored a constitution that would proviae for 
a strong executive and a stable government. In · 
January 1946 he resigned precipitously. 

Retirement ond Recall. D e Gaulle disapproved 
of the constitution of the Fourth ~Republic, 
adopted in October 1946, and he returned to his 
country home at Colombey-les-Deux-Eglis.es to 
write his war memoirs. H e made a renewed po­
litical effort in 1947 by organjzirig the Rassemble­
men t du Peuple Fran~ais ( Rally of the French 
People), a national coalition "above parties," 
whi ch the left vi ewed as an authoritarian threat 
to democratic institutions . The organization had 
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lit tl L· s•1L·L·v:. , JJI{] , I,• Caulk aga in v.i thdre\, j 
pu liti,·, in . la:, JD;:i', to ('Olllpll'te t11c th n,,, :,·, 
umL·, of Iii, brillia nt wur nic111oirs: L'u _, 
( ] 054; En'· tr. , T/,c Call to Honor HJ~-1

' 

L'1111ifr ( l 95 f-i ; Eng. tr. , Unity, 1959) ' and
0t ' 

saltd (1959; Eng. tr. , Salvation, 1960).' ' 
~!eanwhile_ the Fourth _R epublic, despite ec:o­

nom1c prospenty, met military disaster in Indo. 
china in 1954 and then faced an insoluble colo­
nial war in Algeria, which began that same 
year. In the grave crisis that broke out in th 
spring of 1958, army leaders and European set: 
tiers in Algeria staged a mass demonstration in 
Algiers on May 13, directed against any attempt 
in Paris to form a government that would maxe 
concessions to the Algerian nationalists. Civil war 
threatened in the continuing crisis, and political 
leaders of various persuasions turned to de Gaulle 
as the one person who could avert disaster On 
June 1, 1958, the National Assembly nam~d de 
Gaulle premier and granted him wide emergency 
powers, including the right to prepare a new 
constitution to be submitted to a popular refer­
endum. In September 1958 the new constitution, 
providing for a presidential system, was over. 
whelmingly adopted by 83% of the electorate. 
. Pre_sident of the Fifth Republic. Legislative elec­

tions m November 1958 assured a majority for 
the new Gaullist party ( the Union for the New 
Republic) and other supporters of de Gaulle, 
and in D ecember 1958 he was elected president 
of the Fifth Republic by a 78% vote of the elec­
tor3 l col)ege. He :,vas inaugurated in January 
1909. Michel Debre became the first premier of 
the Fifth Republic, but the President retained the 
decisive voice in all matters involving foreign 
affairs, national defense, and even key domestic 
policies. The President also had the power under 
the constitution to rule by decree in the event 
of emergency and to dissolve tbe legislature and 
hold new elections. 

The new government adopted important fl. 
nancial and economic measures to combat in­
flation and to protect the industrial expansion 
already under way. It devalued the franc and 
( for psychological reasons) issued a new franc 
worth 100 old francs. Modernization plans and 
state investment in key sectors of the economy 
were continued. By the 1960's the French econ­
omy was experiencing unprecedented rates of 
growth and remarkable stability. 

In international affairs President de Gaull 
asserted France's independence of all outside 
control, calling for policies that would make 
France arid Europe independent of the two 
superpowers, the United States and the USSR. 
He refused to admit Britain into his European 
scheme and blocked Britain's effort to join tho 
European Economic Community ( Common Mar• 
ket) . In 1960, France showed its strength by 
successfully exploding its first atomic bomb. 

Algerian Settlement. The Algerian War oon• 
tinued after 1958. Abandoning the hope of rec­
onciling Algeria to integration with France, de 
Gaulle unexpectedly began to speak of inde­
pendence . The groups that had helped bring him 
to power with the thought that his views on 
French grandeur would guarantee the retenti~ 
of Algeria turned against him in open revolt, aog 

in February 1960 and in April 1961 he had to 
use emergency powers to put down risings by ~IC! 
European settlers and the military in Algert.L 
The Secret Army Organization ( OAS) resortrd 
to terrorism in Paris and to attempts on hi.5 lif 
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AS FRENCH PRESIDENT, de 
Gaulle greets Algerians on an 
inspection tour of their country 
in 1959. By 1962 he had man· 
aged to settle the war that had 
been raging there for seven years. 

In 1962, de Gaulle arranged a cease-fire with 
the Algerian National Liberation Front, and Al­
gerian independence was approved in a popular 
referendum in France in April. It was widely 

. conceded even by critics hostile to de Gaulle that 
he had succeeded in ending a crisis that no other 
French political leader had been able to resolve. 
By the early 1960's all other French colonies in 
Africa had also been granted independence. 

Fluctuations in Popularity . In September 1962, 
de Gaulle's strong-minded domestic rule alien­

···ated many in parliament. He proposed that the 
-istitution be amended to permit election of 

president of the republic by direct popular 
.e. However, instead of submitting the pro­

posed amendment to the National Assembly first, 
as the constitution provided, he insisted on _put­
ting it directly to the people in a referendum. 
When the Assembly passed a motion of censure, 
de Gaulle promptly dissolved it and held new 
elections. The referendum supported the de 
Gaulle amendment. The elections in November 
also resulted in increased strength for the Gaul­
lists. In April 1962, after the Algerian settlement, 
Michel Debre submitted his resignation as pre­
mier and was replaced by Georges Pompiclou. 

In 1965, de Gaulle was reelected president 
for a second 7-year term, and he was inaugu­
rated in January 1966, but with a marked decline 
in prestige. During the election campaign the 
hitherto muted criticism of his administration 
burst forth. Despite economic and technological 
growth, political stab ility, and a strong foreign 
policy, resentment was expressed at de Gaulle's 
excessive nationalism and at the failure of the 
governmen t to cope with inflation and other eco­
nomic problems. In the election de Gaulle re­
ceived only a 44.6% plurality, and a runoff was 
necessary. He was then elected by a 55% vote. 

In the legislative elections of March 1967 the 
Gaullist coal ition won only a narrow victory 
despite de Gaulle's personal appeal. Political pro­
tests and massive economic strikes began, includ­
ing demonstrations by farmers, and the govern­
ment had to seek special powers to deal with the 
slowdown of the economy. Meanwhile the Pres­
ident contin11ed his assertive forei1-,rn policy, forc­
in<T NATO forces to leave French soil , con tin11ing 

nose British en try into the Common ~brket, 
i:nnin12; the Amc1ican war in Vietnam, stir­

, __ .,A,p v.\tr r 111i~t " 'parati~t ~t·11tim•:11t~ in ()11, ·hcc, 
11rl lc11di11 !! t1> ~11pp11rt tlw :\rah~ in tllt'ir war 

11 , [, rat'I. 
Triumph in Advers:ty-196a. In the , p rin t! of 

1
'H·', th, · C .lll ll i~t rL~ime b ct:d d , t,·m tt- , t. \f as -

sive student demonstrations and street fighting 
in Paris , in which the students occupied the Sor­
bonne for weeks, sparked a series of gigantic 
labor strikes-the greatest strike wave in French 
history-that paralyzed the economy. More than 
8 million workers were on strike, over one third 
of the nation's labor force. The students agitated 
for reform of the nation's educational system, 
expansion of educational facilities, and a voice 
in decision making. The workers demanded a 
more equitable share in an economy that had 
been expanding dramatically since the 1950's but 
was suffering from severe inRation. De Gaulle 
a t first planned a series of reforms to placate the 
students and labor and to ask backing for his 
reforn1s in a referendum. Premier Pompidou, 
who"se government narrowly survived an attempt 
to censure it in parliament, advised against such 
a referendum and persuaded the President to dis­
solve parliament and hold new general elections. 

In the election of June 1968, de Gaulle, effec­
tively using the threat of a Communist takeover 
and gaining the support of many French­
men who were frightened by the student ex­
cesses, won a landslide victory for his regime. 
The Gaullist party, the Union for the New Re­
public, won 358 of the 487 seats, the first time 
in republican history that any party had won 
an absolute majority in the legislature. Despite 
Premier Pompidou's share in the Gaullist victory, 
the President startled the French people by re­
placing him with Maurice Couve de Murville in 
July 1968. 

The keynote for the new phase of the Gaul­
list regime was the building of a "society of par­
ticipation ." Distinct from both cap italism and 
communism, the new society was pledged to give 
labor and students a share in the making of de­
cisions that affected their lives and to assure 
workingmen a share in the profits of industry. 

In 1969, de Gaulle submitted proposed con­
stih1tional reforms, which would have transformed 
the Senate into an advisory body and given ex­
tended powers to regional councils. ·when his 
proposals were defeated, de Ga11 lie resigned the 
presidency on April 28 and re tired to his home 
in Colomhey-les-Dcux-f: glises . There he worked 
on his memoirs, a legt•nclary fiv;u rc in his own 
time, until his dt'ath on Nov. 9, 1970. 

Jou, C:0 L·10,. n11k1· L'11icl'rsitu 
FurthPr Head in~ : T. :H·n11 t11 n·. Jt.· an, D ,, r:,u1llf' , tr. 

hv Frn1wi-.; K. Pri r•p f '.",·w York '1(H1 J; St h1 w nhn1n, 
D tv icl /'/J, ' fl 1n:c L i, -,, ~ ui Clt nrl, · , /,· r :,:u/.' .· (. ~t' \V Ynrk 
l tJCt,)'. "i11 r,t , \t iltn n , ll n,tii , .\ll :, t·J7 R a 11d Ch a ri,· , 
dr C:r1111lt· ( ~t 'W Ynrk l 'JFL) ). \ V, r:!,. .\I, "( ,\n d ,· r, De 
Caulll!: :\ Po/itiw l ll,n :.: ra, ,hq ( :--:.:w Ynrk ! !)(JIJ ) . 
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and Tunisia . 
J1Ute 20 loyal Air F orce makes first sh uttle -bombing 

raid between England and North Afri ca . 
June 22 -United States E ighth Air F orce makes its first 

large-scale daylight raid on Ruhr a rea. 
/ul v 5-Germans launch offensive aga inst Kursk salient. 
Ja ly 9-A lli ed forces invade Sicily; G erman Kursk off en­

sive is checked. 
July 12- Russians open majo r offensive against Orel 

salient. 
July 22-United Sta tes Seventh Army takes P ale rmo, 

Sicily; Soviet offensive sp reads across entire front. 
July 24-United Sta tes Eighth Air F orce ma kes its first 

raid on Norway. 
Aug, 1-Mass , low-level American a ir raid is made on 

Ploe,ti, Rum ania. 
Aug. 5- Russians capture Orel and Belgorod. 
Aug. 17-American and British fo rces conver~e a t Mes­

sina, Sicily; United States Eighth Air F orce raids 
Schweinfurt and Regensburg, Royal Air Force a ttacks 
Germa n V-weapons experimental center at Peene­
miinde. 

Aug, 23-Germans evacuate Kharkov; Russians attack 
heavily on Mius River front. 

Sept. 3-British Eighth Army forces, crossing from Sicil y, 
land on Italian coast: Itali an government signs secre t 
armistice ( effec tive Sept. 8). 

ept. 8-Italian a rmistice is a nnounced ; Itali an Fleet and 
aircraft surrender to Allies . 

Srpt. 9-British amphib ious assault seizes Tara nto: Al­
lied fo rces land at Salerno. 

Sept. 11-German counterattacks begin in Salerno a rea. 
ept. I3-German countera ttacks seriously threaten 

Salerno beachhead. 
Srpt. 14-German Salerno a ttacks a re contained. 

pt. 17-Germans begin fighting withdrawal from Salerno 
front; Russians take Bryansk. 

ept. 18-19-Allies occupy Sard inia, following German 
evacua tion. 

SOcept, 24-Germans evacuate Smolensk and Roslavl. 
t. I -Allied forces enter Naples. 

Oct. . 4-Germans seize Kos, site of onl y Allied air base 
m Aegean Sea ; Alli ed forces gain control of Corsica . 

Oct. 6-United States Fifth Army reaches Voltumo River 
in Italy. 

Oct. 12- 13- ~nited States Fifth Arm y car ries out assault 
crossing of Volturno Ri ver. 

Oct. 14-United States Eighth Air Force raids Schwein­
furt ball-bearing plants. 

~ov. I-Soviet offensive against the Crimea m akes 
progress . 

.Nov, S_-United Sta tes Fifth Army begins assault against 
!ii Wmter Line in Italy. 
• ov, 6-Germans evacuate Kiev. 
Vov, 12-Russians capture Zhi tomir. 

ov, 14-Germans launch counterattack in Zhitomir area 
!( ( recapture city Nov. 19 ) . 
Nov, IS-Attack on Winter Line is h alted for regroupi ng . 
' ov"r 20-British Eighth Army attacks on Sangro River 
~ rant in Italy. 
:,,~• 26-Germans evacuate G ome!. 
-.:._ I-United States Fifth Army attacks Winter Line 
~ m Liri Valley. 
!>e;;' f-Luitwaffe makes effective raid on Bari, Ita ly. 

WORLD WAR II: 16 525 

.'.\larch 30-Royal . .\ir Force bombing ra id on Niirnherg 
suffe rs e,tremdr hea ,·y losses . 

April IO-Russians recover Odessa. 
April IS- Sovie t offensi , e into Poln nd captures T arnop11l. 
May 9-Russ ia'h( recapture Sevastopol: Un ited Sta tes 

Eighth A ir Force begins at tacks on German a irfi e lds 
• in northern France. 

M ay 11 - '..\ lli es lau nch major offensive against Gust av 
Line in drive for Rome. 

May 12-United Sta tes Eighth A ir Force attacks oil 
plants in cen tra l Germany. 

.\lay I3-French Expeditiona ry Corps penetrates Gustav 
Line. 

.'.\lay 18- . .\llies capture Cassino. 
May :!1-. .\.llied fi ghter a irc raft begin operations against 

• ene,n v rai lroads in France and Germa ny. 
May 23 _. . .\llied fo rces in Anzio beachhead begin break­

out offensive. 
.\lay JO-Loading of Allied assault forces for Operation 

O verlord is begun . 
June :!-United States Fifteenth Air Force begins sh uttle 

bombing between Ita lia n and Sovie t bases. 
June 3-Combat loading of troops for Operat io n Overlord 

is comple ted. 
June 4-Allied forces ente r Rome; D -day for Operation 

Overlo rd is postponed from June 5 to June 6. 
June 6-Operation Overlord begins; A llies land on coast 

of Normandy. 
June 8-American and British beachheads estab lish con ­

tact . 
June 9-Russians launch offensive aga inst Finns on 

Karelian Isthmus. 
June I2-Allies capture Carentan in Normandy. 
June 17-F rench force lands on Elba. 
June 27-Americans capture Cherbourg. 
July 3-United States First Army att acks southward from 

beachhead ( battle of the hedgerows) . 
July 8-British ente r Caen. 
July I3-Russians capture Vilnyus. 
July IS-United Sta tes First Army capt ures St .-Lo: 

Soviet offens ive is checked a t August6w, but stili 
ad vances elsewhe re . 

July I9- United Sta tes Fifth Army captures Leghorn. 
July 2 I - Soviet offens ive crosses Bug River. 
July 25-U nited Sta tes First Army launches major break­

out offensive ( Operation Cobra) . 
Aug. I - Uni ted S ta tes Twelfth Army Group becomes op­

erational in France : Polish undergrou nd forces revolt 
as Soviet adva nce nears Warsaw. 

Aug. 4 -Allied forces in Ita ly h alt along Arno River to 
regroup for offens ive against G othi c Line. 

Aug. 7-U nited States Third Army reaches Bres t; Ger­
mans launch m ajor countera ttack near Martain; 
Soviet offensive is generally checked. 

Aug. IO-Havi ng halted G erm an Martain counteroffen­
sive, United States First Army resumes advance. 

Aug. 13- . .\.llied fo rces begin closing F ala ise-Argentan 
pocket. 

Aug. IS- United Sta tes Seventh Army lands in southern 
F rance .( Opera tio n Dragoon). 

Aug. I6-United States Third Army captures Orleans . 
Aug. I9-French underground forces beg in Paris uprising. 
Aug. 20-Falaise-Argentan pocke t is comple tely closed ; 

llec' 4- Russians begin winter offensive. 
•. 16-_Germans evacuate San Pietro In.fine, key 

~ III Wmter Line . 

United States Third Army crosses Seine near Mantes­
G assicourt; Russ ia ns open offensive against Rumania . 

point Au . 23 - a i urre t • . diti onally. r:::? ug ....... - . ie orces ente r aris; a ttack on Goth ic Line 
• ff24-United States Eighth Air Force makes 
e ort against Germ an secret weapon sites. 

major.__ b t , . 
Aug. 28- French complete captu re of Toulon-Marseill e 

1944 

T~n. 1f"1Final phase of Winter Line offensive b egins in 

Iu . l~Y·o t · • w· L . f 11 - 'pera ions against inte r 1ne a re success u y 
concluded; Russians lau nch major surprise offens ive 

J•,. on Le:iingrad front. 
• }6-E:1senhower assumes post as supreme c,ommand er 

Jan, 0 Allied Expeditionary. Force. . 
h22-Alhes begin landmg a t Anz10, Italy· Germans 
llt Russians arou nd Vitebsk, though Russians con­

I&n nue ga ins elsewhere. 
• n 23:-Americans are repulsed in a ttempt to force 

1'tl, ap1do River in Italy. 
h 3-German counteroffensive agains t Anzio beach­
u•~d begins during ni ght: Alli es on ma in Ita lian bat­

'•b 6 rant . stall in front of Cass ino . 
·r -Sovret offensive in the Ukraine ma kes g reat p rog-

_.,!,, •is near _N ikopol. . 
P,b, 1

8-Anz,o beachhead ,s under extreme pressure. 
f . 9:-A llicd countera ttack checks German Anzio of­

,. 
1. n 11 1ve. 

• ~~ ·I-German forcl's arou nd An zio heachh eatl go ove r 
I ~~r dPfL'nsive; firs t A m<•ri c;an a ir raiJ is made on 

,,.,.h·r 1n . 

_ J :J-S11\. iL" t troop~ force Dnil'pt.:r Hivcr and take 
l•·r '• II 

•• h I.) _ \ !l it·'> 111.1!...e thi,d .1 ; .111l t o n C.1s, it1 11• H 11 , , 1.1ns 
'' ·.,k th 1111 ~h Cvn11.l ll d,•tf•n, 1 s .thn 1t.: H1i~ lli \·t·r . 

area. 
Sept, I-Gasoline sho rtage h alts United Sta tes Third 

Army; G ermans begin withdrawal from Greek main­
land and adjacent is lands. 

Sept. 4-British enter Antwerp ; truce is establish ed be­
tween the USSR and Finland. 

Sept. 6-United States Third Army a ttacks Moselle River 
line. 

Sept. 7-United Sta tes Third Army begins attacks on 
Metz . 

Sept. 9-The USSR grants Bulgaria an armist ice• . 
Sept. IO - D ecision is reached to postpone open ing Ant­

werp's p ort until effort ( Operation Marke t-G a rd en ) 
h as been made to secure a Rhine cross ing, United 
Sta tes Third Army begins large-sca le :\1osell e cross­
ing ; United States First Army captures c ity of Lux­
embourg. 

Sept. I I -Patrols from Overlord and Dragoo n forces es­
tahli.sh contact near Dijnn. 

Sept. 12- G erman ga rrison of Le Havre su rrende rs; 
United Staks First Arm y rL·. ,dws \\·c, t \Val l. 

Sep t. 13-Shuttlc hornhing ht·lWl' t ·n \\ ' P 'i tt:rn and So \.- id 
base,; i,;: di .'ic.:n 11t i n11 l 'll. 

Sept. 14-U nit cLl St.ltl·'i First .\n11y rt ' a v h t' 'i -;11h 11 rh ..; n t 
.\ .1dH·n; Unit1·cl Stat•·s 'l li ird \ n11~ ..; 11rro 11 11d'i ~ .1 11<.:}; 
R,1 ,, ian,; ca pture \\ ' ,r-. tw ,, 1 111, fl t P r .1\.!.t . :uul !,, .. 
>,.!Ill ,, ff( ·no; i\ e in F .. tn11i.1 ·,, I J . ,t · ··: I ' :pt, d ~ t.ih , 
F if h .\ rniv i ,;: rt· p1 J! ... . l !'1, : .. l l~ ,11°(..:1lhi 1· I .11a_· 111 
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Davis - H erbert 

The first and great commandment is, Don't 
let them scare you. lb. 

2 This will remain the land of the free only 
so long as it is the home of the b rave. 

lb. 

3 What makes Western civilization worth 
saving is the freedom of the mind, now under 
heavy attack from the primitives ... who 
have persisted among us. If we have not the 
courage to defend t hat fa ith, it won't matter 
much whether we are saved or not. 

lb. 6 

Charles Andre Joseph Marie de Gaulle 
1890-1970 

The sword is the axis of the world, a nd 
grandeur is indivisible. 

L e Fil de l'Epee [r934] 

The perfection preach ed in the Gospels 
never yet built up a n empire. Every man of 
action has a strong dose of egotism, pride, 
hardness, and cunning. But a ll those things 
will be forgiven him, indeed, they .wi ll be re­
garded as high qualities, if he can make of 
them the means to achieve great ends. 

Dwight David E isenho wer 
1890-1969 

12 People of Western Europe: A landing was 
made this morning on the coas t of France by 
troops of the Allied Expeditionary Force. 
This landing is part of the concerted U nited 
Nations plan for the liberat ion of Europe, 
made in conju nction with our great Russia n 
all ies .... I call upon a ll who love freedom 
to sta nd with us now. Together we shall 
achieve victory. 

B roadcast on D-Day [June 6, r944} 

13 Humility must a lways be the portion of 
any man who receives acclaim earned in the 
blood of his fo llowers a nd the sacrifices of his 
friends . 

Address at Guildhall, L ondon 
[July r2, r945] 

14 othing is easy in war. Mistakes are a l-
ways paid for in casualties and troops a re 
quick to sense a ny blunder made by their 
commanders. 

Infantry School Quarterly [April 
r953] 

1; This conjunction of an immense mi litary 
establishment and a la rge arms industry is 
new in the American experience . .. . We 

-
_____________________ I_b_·-,h recognize the imperative need for this devel-

opment. Yet we must not fail to comprehend 
·ts grave implications . ... In the councils of Nothing great will ever be achieved with­

out great men, a nd men a re great only if they 
are dete rmined to be so. lb. 

government, we must guard against the ac-
quisition of unwarranted influe nce, whether 

__ ___;.._..J,i:fi:i-R-E!i~ttt!!t-tios1:-a:-blrt1tm:-1ru1:F~Ll'IT~ha8-+...J sought or unsought, by the military-ind us­
trial complex. The potentia l for the disas­
trous rise of misplaced power exists and will 
persist. 

...... _________, 

not lost the war. 
Broadcast from London to the 
French people after the fall of 
France [June rB, r940] 

Since those whose duty it was to hold the 
sword of France have let it fall, I have picked 
up its broken poi nt. 

Radio address [July r3, r940] 

If I live, I will fight, wherever I must, as 
long as I must, until the enemy is defeated 
and the na tional sta in washed clea n. 

Les Memoires de Guerre, uo l. I 
[r954] 

10 France cannot be France without great-
ness. lb. 

11 I always thought I was J ean ne d'Arc and 
Bonapa rte. How little one knows onese lf. 

Reply to speaker who compared 
him to Robespierre. From Figaro 
Litteraire [r958 / 

Farewell Radio and Televis ion Ad­
dress to the American People [Jan­
uary r7, r96r] 

Sir Alan Patrick Herbert 
1890-1971 

16 Holy Deadlock. 1 

Title of nouel [r934 ] satirizing 
the paradoxes of British diuorce 
law 

11 The Common Law of England has been 
laboriously built upon a mythica l figure­
the figure of "The Reasonable Man." 

Uncommon Law [r935 /, p. r 

1a The critical period in ma trimony is break-
fast- time. lb. p. 98 

1 :Vlonago ny-the state of being married to one persnn . 
- BROOK S BECK [ 1963] 
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THE SIXTH OF JUNE 279 

PARACHUTE TROOPS marching onto airfield on evening of 5 June. 

formation got through to corps and army 
as ro what ,1·as happening. 25 

By the re,·ised VII Corps field order of 
28 :\1ay both U.S. airborne dfrisions were 
to land in the eastern half of the penin­
sula between Ste. Mere-Eglise and Caren­
tan , establishing a beachhead from which 
the corps ,,·ould push west and north to 
the capture of Cherbourg. The six para­
chute regiments of the two divisions, 
,,·hich together with organic supporting 
units numbered over 13,000 men, were 
loaded in .§22 transport planes at nine 
airfields in England. They began taking 
off before midnight to fly routes calcu­
lated to bring the first serials in from the 
,,·est side of the Cotentin Peninsula and 
o,·er the designated drop zones between 
0115 and 0130. The main flights were 
preceded by pathfinder planes that ,vere 

2
, - See First Army G-3 Jnl. 

to land paratroopers to mark the drop 
zones. Glider reinforcements would be 
brought in at dawn and again at dusk on 
landing zones that the paratroopers were 
expected to have cleared of the enemy. 
The whole airborne operation was by far 
the largest and most hazardous ever un­
dertaken, and thousands of American 
lives depended on its success. 26 

port aircra t me u mg I t or t e pat n ers ut 
ex cl ud ing aircraft used to tow gliders. See AEAF 
Memo , Operation "NEPTUNE," Employment of Brit· 
ish and American Aitborne Forces, 27 May 44. 
SHAEF G-3 fi le 24533/Ops (Future Operations). 
Pa thfinders of the 101st Airborne Division began 
dropping at 00 I 5; the first serial of combat troops 
was scheduled to drop at 0119. See Leonard Rapport 
and Arthur Norwood, Jr. , Rendezvous w ith Destin)' 
(Washington , 1948), pp. 73, 94. 

Records of airborne operations in the Cotentin are 
very sketchy; those of the 101st Airborne Division 
in particu lar are all but useless . The narrative fol­
lowing is based on a set of comprehensive interviews 

I 
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, 
f · -i:, io~cr~ nnel minefield. The fleet was protected against 

Germ 2 :i U-boats and torpedo boats by Navy and Air Force 
patrols and by a day-and-night umbrella of fighter planes. 
The ships took up their final order of battle as the sun began 
to dip in the sky. By 8 p.m. the leading minesweepers were 
off the l'\ormandy coast at Cap Barfleur. At 10 p.m. the 
crewmen could pick out houses on the dark shore. Not a 

s.i ngle German gun had been fired. 

That 2rternoon, as the seaborne armada built up at its 
assembly point, the men of the Allied airborne forces spent 
their fi nal hours in England in compulsory rest. Their last 
letter home had been written, their last briefing attended, 
their l2st check made, their parachutes fitted, their heavy 
equipment loaded on the planes and gliders that were to 
t2ke them to Normandy to open the Second Front. Late in 
the afternoon, in sealed camps all over southern England, 
thev lined up for their last hot meal. Then the paratroopers, 
Brit,ish and A~erican alike, loaded themselves up with 85 to 
100 pounds of gear to meet every imaginable contingency. 

As the evening light began to fade, nearly 20,000 men of 
the Briti sh 6th Airborne Division and the U.S. 82nd and 
101st Airborne Divisions were driven out to 22 scattered 
2irfields, where almost 1,200 transport aircraft (mainly C-47 
Dakot25) and more than 700 gliders were assembled for 
t~e grea test airborne assau lt in h istory. General Eisenhower 
drove o ut to watch some units of the 101st prepare to take 
off from their base near Newbury. Ike's old friend and aide, 
Captai n Harry Butcher, later wrote: "We saw hundreds of 
par2 troopers, with blackened and grotesque faces, packing 
up for the big hop and jump. Ike wandered through them, 
~tepping over packs, guns, and a variety of equipment such 
2s onl,· pa ratroops can devise, chinning with this and that 
one. " Goi ng the rounds at other airfields, British Air Marshal 
Leigh-.'v1allory found the troops "grim and not frightfull y 
gay.' ' but he had no doubt of their determination to do the 
job. L2st -minute prayer services were held at every base. 

Be t\':een 10 p.m. and midnight on June 5, paratroopers at 
English airfie lds stubbed out their cigarettes, drained their 
mugs of co ffee or tea and took their seats in the aircraft. 
" ~ow the whole field is shaking with the roar of motors," 
wrote Pr ivate First Class D avid K. Webster of the Ameri­

ca n 506th Parachute Infantry. "Our tail swings around. We 

wheel about and head up the runway. My legs are weak and 
my throat is dry and I can only talk in a stuttering whisper. 
With a soft rush we leave the ground." 

Transport planes, bombers and gliders began to fill the 
night sky, their red and green navigation lights blinking 
fitfully. An American paratrooper peered out the open door 
of his transport; "I could hardly see the sky for the planes," 
he said later " -there just was not room for more." For 
hours the stream of aircraft droned above the darkened 
towns and fields of southern England, and sleeping people 
were awakened by the throaty rumble of the mighty air 
armada as it passed overhead. 

Aboard the leading British planes flew the pathfinders 
who would mark the way for the main airborne forces. In 
addition to the no rmal heavy load, each man carried a 60-
pound kit bag attached to his leg containing lights and 
beacons with which to define the glider landing zones (LZs) 
and paratroopers ' drop zones (DZs). The pathfinders were 
scheduled to drop at 15 minutes.past midnight. At the same 
time, the first British combat forces, in six gliders, would go 
into action . These were five platoons of the 2nd Battalion 
Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry (known as 
"the Ox and Bucks") and a company of Royal Engineers. 
They had been assign ed the task of capturing the bridges of 
the Caen Canal and Orne River, which guarded the eastern 
flank of the invasion beachhead . 

The gliders carrying the Ox and Bucks ran into gusty wind 
on reaching the English Channel , and they began to pitch 
and yaw on the ends of their towropes. They were flying 
through ragged clouds, and at times the pilots could see 
nothing but the tailli ghts of the towplanes and the rain 
spattering on the cockpit windows. But occasionally the 
cl ouds parted to reveal a scudding full moon and , far below, 
the dark, stormy Channel , flecked with the white arrowhead 
wakes of innumerable ships. The seaborne armies were 
right on schedule for their landings, to begin at 6 :30. 

Soon after midnight, the British pathfinders and glider 
troops saw below them the white, curving shore of France 
and tw o ribbons of water mirrored in the moonlight-the 
Orne River and the Caen Canal. At 12 :18 a.m. the six aircraft 
carrying the pathfinders came over their targets beyond the 
east bank of the Orne. The first planeload of paratroopers 
jumped into space. At the same time, 5,000 feet above the 
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clouds once . over the western --0oast of the peninsula, a .blind 

dive to about :four hu.nclre(l feet or to what seemed treetop 

level .. to get un:ier _ them, .streams o:f' many colored traoer 

bullets from German machine guns, and evasive action by the 

pilot ~o violent that 1t was impossible to stand up without 

holding on to the .anchor line ( the cable running head-high 

. down the ship to which the parachute-opening static lines 

are hitched). A plane to our left caught fire and veered .. 

oft burning. Our pilot - to his great ored1 t - levelled eff; 

slailed down, a.ni gave us the -green light and emergency bell. 

This loud bell was barely aud.i ble to any of ua s tand.1ng near 

tbe door. 

In t.ts D-day landings l , 662 aircraft am 512 gliders 

of tbe United States IX Troop Carr1er Command and ·733 _ aircraft 

and 355 gliders or the 3$th am 46th Groups of the Roy al Air 

Force participated . . While the Americans used C-4-7 1 s ard Waoo 

gliders · exclusively, the Bri ti ah were hampered by an assort­

ment of gliders and aircraft, including oonverted bombers. • 

Most of their men 1an ded 1n the large twen ty-tbree passenger 

Boreas while the Ha.milca.rs brought 1n stores and tanks, the 
- ·. ·- · 1 

latter for the first time. 

On the Br 1 ti sh flank two glider raids , s im1lar to 

earl.y German 1t coups de main, 11 preceded the three main landings 

1. Shugg and DeWeerd., op. cit., pp. 290-292. 
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1186 INVASION OF FRA,"JCE 

approximately 17,400 paratroopers and gliderbome troops had been 
landed in Normandy; C-47 transport aircraft had flown 1,672 sorties, with 
a loss of 43 airplanes, and a total of 517 gliders participated in the effort, 
and by D plus 6, approximately 90 percent of the glider pilots involved 
had been returned to Great Britain or had been reported safe elsewhere. 38 

Landing losses to aircraft and personnel amounted to less than 10 percent 
rather than the 75 to 80 percent wruch Leigh-Mallory had predicted. 

Airborne forces fought continuously for thirty-three days in a ground 
role until they were relie,-ed _on 8 July. 

For the skeptical perhaps the Normandy operation was a convincing 
demonstration that the employment of airborne troops on a large scale 
was a feasible undertaking. But for airborne enthusiasts it doubtless was a 
disappointment. True, the airborne units had taken their major objectives, 
but divisions had not been able to function as such before twenty-four to 
forty-eight hours after landing. Leaders could see a need for more effective 
joint training and planning. Colonel Bidwell, who participated in the 
operation as an official War Department observer, reported: 

In accordance with decision made in March, 1944, all airborne 
troops were used during this operation directly to assist the inland 
progress of the beach landing assault troops. To accomplish this, the 
airborne troops were called upon to land in the midst of a 
well-organized defensive position. Transports and gliders were under 
practically continuous fire and broke formation. Airborne units were 
badly scattered and intermingled on landing. The majority of the 
men had no opportunity to secure their heavy arms and equipment. 
In spite of all this, the operation was a success. It succeeded, 
however , only because the airborne troops slugged it out with the 
defenders and had no thought other than to achieve eventual 
victory. Two rein forced U.S . airborne divisions (8 2d and 101 st), 
reorganized for this pzrticular operation, and one reinforced British 
airborne division (6ch) were committed.39 

On the basis of trus operation Colonel Bidwell recommended that the 
airborne division be retained as a special organization, but that the table of 
organization be revised to provide for two parachute regiments and one 
glider regiment in each case until a division should be earmarked for a 
theater, when it should be reorganized according to the wishes of the 
theater commander. A shoncoming in the operation had been the lack of 
direct support combat aviation. Communications for aii: support requests 
had not been effective, and this was a particularly serious matter for 
airborne divi sions inasmuch as they could not depen d upon mass artillery 
support during the first hou rs of an operation. He urged that a study be 
made of direct air support. Again recommendations were for troop 
carrier aircraft to be equipped with self-sealing gasoline tanks and some 
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Assault from the Sky 
The assault on Hitler's fortress would begin with the 
largest airborne operation in history. Pre - invasion 
training was intensive 

Below leh: Many of the paratroops were to be l2nded by 
glider. Here a British unit of the Red Berets prepcres for 
a training exercise 

Right: Mass parachute drops were rehearsed over 
Sa!isbury Plain in daylighL Later, the ' real thing' would 
take place at night 

Below right: Airborne forces 20,000 stron 
ferried to France in ,400 trans ort a1rcra and 3,500 
g I ers. oaded up with heavy equipment. paratroops 
make the best of the confined space 

lh1$ 4', 
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Utah 

D-DAY 

PLANNED A I ABORN'; DROPPING AND LANDING ZONES 

ASSAULT AREAS 

,( .. FIRST ASSAULT WA VES 

~ - ATTACKS EY BRITISH 6 AIRBORNE DIVISION 

C) HELD BY ALLIES AT 240J HAS ON D-DAY 

•• ,. ••••••• ALLIED OBJEC71VE ;t.T 2~ HRS ON 0 - DAY 

RCT US REGIMENTAL COMB'-T TEAM 

June 1944 opened with cold weather 
and high winds, a serious matter to the 
Allied planners. There were only a few 
days in each month on which the 
optimum conditions of moon and tide 
for the landings occurred, and the first 
week of June formed such a period . 
Command of the Overlord operation 
had been assumed by General 
Eisenhower earlier in the year, and the 
landing forces themselves were 
commanded by General Montgomery. 
The naval forces were commanded by 
Admiral Ramsay, and the air forces by 
Air Marshal Leigh Mallory. 

T aking advantage of a break in the 
weather the landings went ahead on 

0 
C 

US VII Corps 
(Collins) 

US 4 Inf Div 
Planned 
assault area / 

DUNES 
RAEVILLE 

_..o 

US 12 Regt .,,. 
US 22 Regt 
~ 

US 8 Regt 

b_gmbers and 1 ghter-bomhers 
'soft ened-up' the beaches and combed 
the skies. At MOO hours the American 
and Bnt1sh airborne forces were 
dropped or landed on their targets. 
Tactical surprise was complete, and 
both airborne forces were able to 
consolidate a position. At 0314 hours 
the aircraft bombardment of the 
beaches began, augmented at 0550 
hours by the guns of the 600 escorting 
warships. At 0630 hours the first waves 
went ashore (see map). In the west 
the US First Army tackled Utah beach 

US ·First Army 
(Bradley) i----------

• .. -.... ___ _ 

352 Inf Div 

US V Corps 
(Gerow) 

US 1 Inf Div 
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MEMORANDl 1M 

THE WHITE HO U SE 

May 27, 1982 

TO: Mari 

FROM: JulieJN---

RE: D-Day Information 

*Casualties on D-day: 

American 
Canadian 
British 

6603 
946 

3000 

105qq 
*Troops that landed on D-day: 

W AS HI NGTON 

(includes dead, wounded, missing) 

(6 a.m. to midnight) 

American 70,500 (57,000 by land, 13,000 by air) 
Brit.,,. incl. 83,115 

Canadian ~3 , J §" 
f 

*Americans buried in French soil : 

WWI 
W\"7II 

TOTAL: 

30,0 Blt 
30,425 
60,509 

*American Battle Monuments in France; 

- WWII: 

-:lt-Quote: 
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\1Ei\IORANDUM 

l()-0?<,M - n.o-1 THE \ \ .HITE HO l .SE 

:,__J~ ,.~ ("",,, . I" 1 ~ '-'l tl-t;V\,.v- \ \ ",\S Hl:-.' G T01' 

But still it was only a relative handful of brave men and 
women who were sabotaging Nazi-run munition factories, 
tying up German troops, cutting communication lines, 
and supplying the Allies with quantities of info on the 
enemy. 

What counts is that thousands did go undergrJund and join 
the fight despite th~ terrible risk, causing Hitler no 
end of trouble, and unquestionably haste ning the day of 
Allied victory. 

American Heritage Picture History of World War II 
David G. McCullough 
P. 464 
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TAPING: D-DAY MESSAGE FOR FRENCH TELEVISION 
JUNE 6, 1982 ~ 

I bring to Afnce £ h greetings and best wishes from "-QS . 
V# e.t'tfo ,he,~~·&~-~, ~ct+;_ 

the American people. I carry their hope1s for continued Western 
- 1' ud- 0/0 .fl 

unity to secure a prosperous and lasting peac7"\ I have come to 
<3-W?__ 

express t.-h-e-i.J;: commitment to policies that will renew economic 

growth. 

/'"" ,, ;J-.-(MI ,I J' 
l r?fi...J-.­

But today touches French and American me mories in a special 

W~~~ "fl\ way. It brings to mind thoughts quite apart from the pressing 
1

1 r) • J 
I 

issues being discussed at the Eco~ c S~ i t 
Q_ ( def~_.} 

this day 38 y e ars ago, ~re united in 

in v Rs'ailles. 

_ tyranny. 

----- - --::::- - ---' In 1944, as World War II raged, the 

~ - ---=-- hQ c_.) h <;:...:, ,...-..._L' -~we,, tne Continent. Te Frenc Re si s tance wa~---;_•~::r-:+=t--b~ 

~-~1 __ di ~rupting comm nications an sabotag ing supply lines -- but 

F'J) /..- the Na:c-:t"' s held ElirZpe in a str~ hold arfaFi ~ ar~ R~ l 

,, f ,CA~.-Q3-- - C..-.- ~ ~-~ - A"? -C'__,J c:::.,., - c ---
; Mb"\a_\ was bui ret:rng h i::; Atlantic 'Wall a long Fra nce's '"'Ci a st~--

~ ~ ~ ~ -- -- - L) C" ~ ·c:r-~ ~ Late the night of June 5, a fog e nshrouded the Normandy 

\\~\·~~~f3,las€ ine, m~~o u~ a'ndpl ane s took off from English 
I 1/±/~~~1~'1 \ - • .,_ 

~~~~N>, ~ields to drop soldier s by parachute behind e nemy l ~ ~e:. By t ~~, ~ · 
~~t~ . 

•
1~:\vJ"- 1 early hours of June 6, the massive Alli e d armada- ~ ;J - . 

UW"~vf>' 1C\ l./"\..--

: ~,m->S ~'bi ps -- had b e gun to move a c r o ss t he c o ld and c hoppy wa t e r of 

~ the Engli s h Ch a nnel. D- Day had b e gun. 

t 
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(AIU)- if ~1fI- c:::.... c_ -=-- = .,. c: \... r, 
~ c 5(\(. tfJ 'J The c ba e n &~ s Omaha, Utah_, Gold, Juno and Sword are~ 

~ \ indelibly etched in history by the blood spil~ n that , LOO-mile 

...-- '- ~ C'::> ~ c> Ct? ~--- C, 
rlpd stret of beac . ~ Mtrre t ~ n l:u, 000 Alried men and boys srormed 

N"ll> rf~ vi c-! c-. d. ~ ~ I~ - .c-::i c.. C,_) ...,,L,, .... ,,,, 
vv Normandy that A yriJ,g and bY\_d~s~ __ ha~ estabr:±'shed beachheads at ~ · 

,?i~I O C- e-- C" e: r 

~

/ ~ - each of . the f. ive invasion poi"ffts. The toll was high: more than 
-j(,. ·~ tU: j'-,:c;,:_ e: .r ;. .., ~~ 0 c:- ,:: C .-- e C:.. 

_Q-,]0,50 0. of our yoan g me-n were either dead, woundea or missing. 

101s~1---v0
~ ~~, · ·-~ . 

\hshJvl lwf VJ{ '' ~ endless rows of simple~ crosses t'b:!;rt mark their seacoast 

1, NiN,e, -nt ~ ....9 .-- ..::.. -,-., ~ ,..,.. <' =- L ") - "'-
·'-" ef--y;vDJ graves~ th~ rusty he.Lmets stii:..i- buried in the sand, and the sl1ips 

~f~ ; ~'i,"ks stlll ly i ng oh th'e sh";:,re aie test ~ ents t o th';ir 

~ ~l1A.I sacrifices. 

tt ~ J. ,:- ~ C. ~ c:-_..,... _<2_ . .0- C. ~ c::::-, 
e<;J.'1 , By the end of World War II, more"""'than 60,000 Americans had 

- ll... ,,.., - . ~ < - ~ 
Q o~J

0 
S ·~ ·e'en bu"ried in F .:?a:'nce. ToctCay we remember them, honor them and 

(p (") 06"' 
1, ,o , -t1,.~) prC:X .. "t{~:,. j:hem. But we also remember what they gave us. 

l~w ~ 'If), _j~ 
~"'°t1~,v\.,:.A"f D-Day ~ s £- su~ ess -- and the Allies had breached Hitler's 
V 1?--'~ '1 ~ 

} :\~~ 3~~eawall. They swept into Europe, liberating towns and cities and 
~ 'II r ~~~~-

{fJ 

~~ ~ountrysides until finally crushiRg the Axis powers;· /we remember 

-~ C::- C «• t-=.~ ,,.,,-; 
D-Day because the Fre~ , Bri Eish, Canadians and Americans fought ~

6 
shoulder to shoulder for democracy and freedom)and won. 

~ 

During the war a gallant French leade:;~ 

Charles de Gau117 inspired his countrymen, organizing a nd leading 
• ~ 

their resistance. He E-Y,nN 11alj_'i. r.2ge 00 Paris in triumph, 

liberating that city at the h ead of a column of Allied troops -­
o-r 

a victory made possible by the here-es c:-1 c:he Normandy~-b-cachee--: 

(\ I t, nlC., It N .L .__...., 

Li_ ~ ,Lo. y ~ ochrng 

. L) '., .._ ~ . - _, 
great will ever be achieved without great men, and 

I L C 
~[ ,, 1 me L--n ~ l ' ,..., n are '--' &1\6) great 

, Pi,JJUtf 1) • o 
~ 

only if they are determined to be so," de Gaulle 
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R. 
said. Ours was a great alliance of free people determined to 

remain so. I believe it still is. 

The freedom 

v~ cost. 

we enjoy today was secured by great men at c:z-
~ 

Today let us remember their courage, and pray 

for the guidance and strength to do what we must so that no 

generation is ever asked to make so gre at a sacrifice again. 

Thank you very much. 
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May 26, 1982 

TO: Mari 

FROM: Julie !fl/' 
RE: French TV: D-Day Taping 

General guidelines from NSC: 

Make it a "bell-ringer"; an RR piece. No specifics 
on policy e~g. arms control. Historical look back, 
with the present lesson being that of prevention 
of any such tragedy again. This achieved through 
deterrence. Stress our continued commitment to the 
defense of Europe. Note that it is really a selfless 
desire for peace (ours) -- e.g. after ,,mrr we rec'd 
no new territory . 

Before you scream, take a look at attached remarks. 
We can use the standard · lines about "4 wars in my 
lifetime ... ", and bleeding lives into the soil. 
Really, just standard RR material -- if we give 
him the basics~ he'll take it from there if he 
wants. 
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TAPING: D-DAY MESSAGE FOR FRENCH TELEVISION 
JUNE 6, 1982 

(Maseng/AB) 
May 28, 1982 
5:30 p.m. 

I bring to France greetings and best wishes from the 

American people. I carry their hopes fo~· continued Western unity 

to secure a prosperous and lasting peace and I have come to 

express our commitment to policies that will renew economic 

growth. 

But today touches French and American memories in a special 

way. It brings to mind thoughts quite apart from the pressing 

issues being discussed at the Economic Summit in Versailles. On 

this day 38 years ago, our two peoples were united in an epic 

struggle against tyranny. 

In 1944, as World War II raged, the Allies were battling to 

regain their foothold -on the Continent. The French Resistance 

fought valiantly on -- disrupting communications and sabotaging 

supply lines -- but the Nazi's held Europe in a stranglehold and 

Field Marshal Rommel was building his Atlantic Wall along 

France's coast. 

Late the night of June 5, as fog enshrouded the Normandy 

coastline, over two thousand planes took off from English fields 

to drop soldiers by parachute behind enemy lines. By the early 

hours of June 6, the massive Allied armada -- five thousand 

ships had begun to move across the cold and choppy water of 

the English Channel. D-Day had begun. 
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The code names Omaha, Utah, Gold, Juno and Sword are now 

indelibly etched in history by the blood spilled on that 100-mile 

stretch of beach. More than 150,000 Allied troops stormed 

Normandy that day, and by dusk they had established beachheads at 

each of the five invasion points. The toll was high: more than 

10,500 of our young men were either dead, wounded or missing. 

Today endless rows of simple white crosses mark their seacoast 

graves. The rusty helmets still buried in the sand, and the 

ships and tanks still lying off the shore are testaments to their 

sacrifices. 

By the end of World War II, more than 60,000 Americans had 

been buried in France. Today we remember them, honor them and 

pray for them. But we also remember what they gave us. 

D-Day was a success -- and the Allies had breached Hitler's 

seawall. They swept into Europe, liberating towns and cities and 

countrysides until the Axis powers were finally crushed. We 

remember D-Day because the French, British, Canadians and 

Americans fought shoulder to shoulder for democracy and freedom 

and won. 

During the war a gallant French leader, Charles de Gaulle, 

inspired his countrymen, organizing and leading the Free French 

forces. He entered Paris in triumph, liberating that city at the 

head of a column of Allied troops -- a victory made possible by 

the heroes of Normandy. 
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"Nothing great will ever be achieved without great men, and 

men are great only if they are determined to be so," de Gaulle 

said. Ours was a great alliance of free people determined to 

remain so. I believe it still is. 

The invasion of Normandy was the second time this century 

Americans fought in France to free it from an aggressor. We are 

pledged to do so again if we must. 

The freedom we enjoy today was secured by great men and at 

great cost. Today let us remember their courage, and pray for 

the guidance and strength to do what we must so that no 

generation is ever asked to make so great a sacrifice again. 

Thank you very much. 



TAPING: D-DAY MESSAGE FOR FRENCH TELEVISION 
JUNE 6, 19 82 

(.:a s eng / AB)~ 
I-1ay 28, 198 j) 
4:30 p.m. 

I bring to France greetings and best wishes from the 

American people. I carry their hopes for continued Western unity 

to secure a prosperous and lasting peace and I have come to 

express our commitment to policies that will renew economic 

growth. 

But today touches French and American memories in a special 

way. It brings to mind thoughts quite apart from the ; pressing 

issues being discussed at the Economic Summit in Vers~illes. On 

this day 38 years ago, our two peoples were united in : an epic 

struggle against tyranny. 

In 1944, as World War II raged, the Allies were battling to 

regain their foothold on the Continent. The French Resistance 

fought valiantly on -- disrupting communications and sabotaging 

supply lines -- but the Nazi's held Europe in a stranglehold and 

Field Marshal Rommel was building his Atlantic Wall along 

France's coast. 

Late the night of June 5, as fog enshrouded the Normandy 

coastline, over two thousand plane~ took off from English fields 

to drop soldiers by parachute behind enemy lines. By the early 

hours of June 6, the massive Allied armada -- five thousand 

ships had begun to move across the cold and choppy water of 

-th-e-English Channel. D-Day had begun. 
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The c ode name s Omaha, Utah, Gold, J uno and Sword a re now 

indelibly etched i n history by the blood spilled on that 100-mile 

stretch of beach. More than 150 , 000 Allied troops stormed 

Normandy that day, and by dusk they had established beachheads at 

each of the five invasion points. The toll was high: more than 

10,500 of our young men were either dead, wounded or missing. 

Today endless rows of simple white crosses mark their seacoast 

graves. The rusty helmets still buried in the sand, and the 

ships and tanks still lying off the shore are testaments to their 

sacrifices. 

By the end of World War II, more than 60,000 Americans had 

been buried in 'France. Today we remember them, honor them and 

pray for them. But we also remember what they gave us. 

D-Day was a success -- and the Allies had breached Hitler's 

seawall. They swept into Europe, liberating towns and cities and 

countrysides until the Axis powers were finally crushed. We 

remember D-Day because the French, British, Canadians and 

Americans fought shoulder to shoulder for democracy and freedom 

and won. 

During the war a gallant French leader, Charle~ d:,G=e ~.a)X.4.--- . 

inspired his countrymen, organizing and leading their f~ e ~ v 

He entered Paris in triumph, liberating that city at the, head of 

a column of Allied troops 

heroes of Normandy. 

a victory made possible by the 



"Nothing great will ever be achieved witho u t great men, and 

men are great only if they are determined to be so," d e Gaulle 

said. Ours was a great alliance of free people determined to 

remain so. I believe it still is. 

The freedom we enjoy today was secured by great men and at 

great cost. Today let us remember their courage, and pray for 

the guidance and strength to do what we must so that no 

generation is ever asked to make so great a sacrifice again. 

Thank you very much. 
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rrNothing great will ever be achieved without great men, and 

men are great only if they are determined to be so," de Gaulle 

said. Ours was a great alliance of free people determined to 

remain so. I believe it still is. 

/ / 
~ The freedom we enjoy today was secured by great men and at 

I 
I 

/ 
/ great cost. Today let us remember their courage, and pray for 

the guidance and strength to do what we must so that no 

generation is ever asked to make so great a sacrifice again. 

Thank you very much. 
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TAPING: D-DAY MESSAGE FOR FRENCH TELEVISION 
JUNE 6, 1982 

(Maseng/AB) 
May 28, 1982 
11:30 a.m. 

I bring to France greetings and best wishes from the (} 
/'L.,,rJ.J_,,' , 5 I 

American people. I carry their ~opes for continued Western unity 

to secure a prosperous and lasting peace and I have come to 

express our commitment to policies that will renew economic 

growth. 

But today touches French and !Vnerican memories in a special 

way. It brings to mind thoughts quite apart from the pressing 

issues being discuss e d at the Economic Summit in Versailles. On 

this day 38 years ago, our two peoples were united in an epic 

struggle against tyranny. 

In 1944, as World War II raged, the Allies were battling to 

regain their foothold on the Continent. The French Resistance 

fought valiantly on -- disrupting communication s and sabotaging 

supply lines -- but the Nazi's held Europe in a stranglehold and 

Field Marshal Rommel wa s building his Atlantic Wall ~long 

France's coast. 

Late~;~~~ ~~~g e nshrouded the Normandy 

coa stline, ~ plane s took off from English fields to 

drop soldiers by parachute behind enemy lines. By the early 

hours of June 6, the ma ssive Allied armada -- five thousand 

ships had begun to move acros s the cold and choppy water of 

the English Channel. D-Day had begun. 
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The code names Omaha, Utah, Gold, Juno and Sword are now 

indelibly etched in history by the blood spilled on that 100-mile 

stretch of beach. More than 150,000 Allied troops stormed 

Normandy that day, and by dusk they had established beachheads at 

each of the five invasion points. The toll was high: more than 

10,500 of our young men were either dead, wounded or missing. 

Today endless rows of simple white crosses mark their seacoast 

graves. The rusty helmets still buried in the sand, and the 

ships and tanks still lying off the shore are testaments to their 

sacrifices. 

By the end of World War II, more than 60,000 Americans had 

been buried in France. Today we remember them, honor them and 

pray for them. But we also remember what they gave us. 

D-Day was a success -- and the Allies had breached Hitler's 

seawal l. They swept into Europe, liberating towns and cities and 

countrysides until the Axis powers were finally crushed. We 

remember D-Day because the French, British, Canadians and 

Americans fought shoulder to shoulder for democracy and freedom 

and won. 

During the war a gallant French leader, Charles de Gaulle, 

. . d l d" a, ,n .~ inspired his countrymen, organizing an ea ing tJ:~ir resistance. 

He entered Paris in triumph, liberating that city at the head of 

a column of Allied troops 

he r oes of Normandy. 

a victory made possible by the 

I 
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"Nothing great will ever be achieved without great men, and 

men are great only if they are determined to be so," de Gaulle 6) {CJ2-

said. Ours was a great alliance of free people determined to 

remain so. I believe it still is. 

The freedom we enjoy today was secured by great men and at 

great cost. Today let us remember their courage, and pray for 

the guidance and strength to do what we must so that no 

generation is ever asked to make so great a sacrifice again. 

Thank you very much. 



.May 27, 1982 ~ 
(r1aseng) ® 
3:oo p.m. P' 

TAPING: D-DAY MESSAGE FOR FRENCH TELEVISION 
JUNE 6, 1982 

I bring to France this month greetings and best wishes from 

the American people. I carry their hopes for continued Western 

unity to secure a prosperous and lasting peace. I have come to 

express their commitment to policies that will renew economic 

growth. 

But today touches French and American memories in a special 

way. It brings to mind thoughts quite apart from the pressing 

issues being discussed at the Economic Summit in Versailles. On 

this day 38 years ago, we were united in an epic struggle against 

_tyranny. 

In 1944, as World War II raged, the Allies had been pushed 

from the Continent. The French Resistance was fighting valiantly 

disrupting communications and sabotaging supply lines -- but 

the Nazi's held Europe in a stranglehold and Field .Marshal Rommel 

was building his Atlantic Wall along France's coast-:-'" 

Late the night of June 5, as fog enshrouded the Normandy 

coastline, more than a thousand planes took off from English 

fields to drop soldiers by parachute behind enemy lines. By the 

early hours of June 6, the massive Allied armada -- nearly 3,000 

ships -- had begun to move across the cold and choppy water of 

the English Channel. D-Day had begun. 
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The code names Omaha, Utah, Gold, Juno and Sword are now 

indelibly etched in history by the blood spilt on that 100-mile 

stretch of beach. More than 150,000 Allied men and boys stormed 

Normandy that morning, and by dusk had established beachheads at 

each of the five invasion points. The toll was high: more than 

10,500 of our young men were either dead, wounded or missing. 

The endless rows of simple white crosses that mark their seacoast 

graves, the rusty helmets still buried in the sand, and the ships 

and tanks still lying off the shore are testaments to their 

sacrifices. 

By the end of World War II, more than 60,000 Americans had 

been buried in France. Today we remember them, honor them and 

pray for them. But we also remember what they gave us. 

D-Day was a success -- and the Allies had breached Hitler's 

seawall. They swept into Europe, liberating towns and cities and 

countrysides until finally crushing the Axis powers. We remember 

D-Day because the French, British, Canadians and Americans fought 

shoulder to shoulder for democracy and freedom and won. 

During the war a gallant French leader by the name of 

Charles de Gaulle inspired his countrymen, organizing and leading 

their resistance. He eventually rode into Paris in triumph, 

liberating that city at the head of a column of Allied troops 

a victory made possible by the heroes on the Normandy beaches. 

"Nothing great will ever be achieved without great men, and 

men are great only if they are determined to be so," de Gaulle 
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said. Ours was a great alliance of free people determined to 

remain so. I believe it still is. 

The freedom we enjoy today was secured by great men at a 

very high cost. Today let us remember their courage, and pray 

for the guidance and strength to do what we must so that no 

generation is ever asked to make so great a sacrifice again. 

Thank you very much. 

I 
1 

l 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

TO: ARAM BAKSHIAN/MARK GOODE ***** 

FROM: 
1tt.. ~ 

GREGORY J. NEWELL 

SUBJ: APPROVED PRESIDENTIAL ACTIVITY 

5/25/82 

PLEASE IMPLEMENT THE FOLLOWING AND NOTIFY AND CLEAR ALL 
PARTICIPA.i.~TS. THE BRIEFING PAPER AND REMARKS SHOULD BE 
SUBMITTED TO RICHARD DARMAN BY 3 P.M. OF THE PRECEDING DAY. 

V.LEETING: Taping for French D-Day Special 

DATE: 

TIME: 

DURATION: 

LOCATION: 

May 31, 1982 

3:30 pm 

10 minutes 

Library 

RE!vlARKS REQUIRED: Yes 

MEDIA COVERAGE: 

FIRST LADY 
PARTICIPATION: No 

REMARKS REQUIRED 

***** Coordinate with William Clark 

cc: A. Bakshian c. Romero 
M. Brandon B. Shaddix 
R. Darman L. Speakes 
R. DeProspero s. Studdert 
K. Duberstein WHCA Audio/Visual 
D. Fischer WHCA Operations 
c. Fuller R. Williamson 
E. Hickey N. ~"7ormser 
M. McManus A. Wrobleski 
E. Rollins w. Clark 
c. Tyson M. Wheeler 
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ACTION OFFICE D-03 
INFO TC0-01 DS0 - 02 DIS-01 EU-03 

0 2ll736Z MAY 82 
FM AMEMBASSY P A RIS 
TO RUEHIA / USICA WASHDC IMMEDIATE 2517 
INFO ~UEADWW/WHITE HOU SE I MME DI ATE 
BT 
1:-'rhH1,;;Q DEEICI'l,la '15,E PARIS 18019 

USICA FOR EU/~ASK FORCE/ ALISON GRABE LL, 
BRD / T V F FOR DEVINE Y 
WHITE HOUS E FOR MORT AL LIN 

E.O. 12065 N /A 

/0 1 2 A2 

SUBJECT: PRESID E NT'S DECLARATION.F OR FREhlCH TELEVISION 
<FR-3 ) ---. --- UN 

REF. (A) P AR IS 17119 LOU; CB) USICA 26124 LOU; 
(C) PARIS I 7858 L OU; CD) GRABELL-tACMAH ON TEL CONS, 

MAY 2 1, 198 2 

1. FR-3 IS PLE ASED A T SUGGESTION OF AGEN CY-PRODUC E D 
CASSETTE .. TH EY WI L L MAK E ARRANGEh.1":NTS THIS END TO 
HAVE IT TRANSCODED I NT O SECAM. OBVIOUSLY, THE MORE 
L E AD TIM": THEY C AN H AVE , THE BETTER. JUNE 1 FILMING 
WOULD SEEM TO BE THE OUTSIDE LI MIT IF C AS SETTE IS TO 
ARRIVE HERE IN TIME FOR PROCESSING . 

2. QUESTIONS .PROPOS E D BY FR-3 ARE THO SE ALREADY SENT 
REFTEL (A ) PARA 2 . THEY MIGHT BE RESTATED AS: (I) WHAT 
~ SINGIFIC AN CE OF D-DAY TO AMERICANS? (2) WHAT _ IS 

• NATtrn°E: OF u. s. c m. ,c. • DE E NSE OF EUROPE TODAY? 

3. PLEASE A DVISE . WHEN D AT E IS FIRt.A, AND ME THOD AND D ATE 
FOR SHIP MENT OF CASSETTE . GIVEN L ARG E NUMBER OF OFFI CI A L 
TRAVELLERS TO P AR I S FROM 0AS H INGTON DURING THIS PERIOD, 
PERHAPS A HAND C A R RY COU LD BE ARRANGED. HEDGES 
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NORMANDY 

OMAHA BEACH: 

The most difficult of the 5 Normandy beachheads (Utah, Omaha, Gold, Juno 
-;nd Sword), was established here at the base of towering 
German-controlled cliffs at 6:30 AM on the morning of June 6, 1944, with 
the landing of the first American infantry division. Of 32 landing 
craft, only five made the beach. Sixteen of nineteen bulldozers were 
knocked out by German artillery, and 2,000 were killed. The Pointe du 
Hoc, the only point on the beach to be left in its 1944 state (with. 
barbed wire, block houses, and two-ton bomb craters), is one of the most 
gripping reminders of the effort and sacrifice that liberation entailed. 

NORMANDY AMERICAN CEMETERY: 

The cemetery is situated on a cliff overlooking Omaha Beach and the 
channel just east of St. Laurent-Sur-Mer, north of Colleville, and 10 
miles northwest of Bayeux. It contains 9,386 graves of U.S. service 
personnel. It is one of 14 permanent American World War II military 
cemeteries constructed on foreign soil by the American Battle Monuments 
Commission. 

Centered in the open arc of Jhe memorial facing toward the graves area 
is a 22-ft. bronze statue, "The Spirit of American Youth Rising from the 
Waves", on a rectangular pedestal of granite from Ploumanach, in 
Brittany. The sculptor was Donald De Lue, of Leonardo, New Jersey. It 
was cast in Milan, Italy by the Battaglia Foundry. Encircling the 
pedestal of the statue on the floor in bronze letters is the inscription 
"Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord." 

PORT-EN-BESSIN: 

This small seaside resort lies hidden in a hollow of cliffs. The harbor 
is enclosed by two granite jetties. French fishing boats set out for 
the waters off the south coast of England and their catch is auctioned 
off three mornings a week. The original Hotel de la Marine was 
destroyed during the war and rebuilt in 1952. 
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DAYT ONA BEACH RESORT AREA 

DAYTONA BEACH, with miles of hord white sand, hos 
been the scene of automobile speed trials since 1903. 

DAYTON, dat':m, a city in soutl1western Tennes­
see, ilie seat of Rhea county, is 38 miles ( 61 km) 
northeast of Chattanooga. Strawberries, peaches, 
corn, wheat, and vegetables are raised in ilie 
area. Dayton has a grain elevator, creameries, 
food-freezing plants, and flour and feed mills. 
Hosiery and underwear, building block, gas 
stoves, crates and baskets, and fertilizer are 
manufactured in the city. 

\Villiam Jennings Bryan University, a 4-year 
coedu cational co llege, founded in 1930, is in 
Dayton. The city was the scene of the "monkey" 
trial (July 1925 ), in which John T. Scopes, a 
biology teacher, was convicted of breaking a state 
law prohibiting teachings contrary to the Biblical 
story of creation ( see SCOPES CASE). 

Dayton received its city charter in 1895. Gov­
ernment is by commission. Popul at ion: 4,361. 

DAYTON, University of, dat';m, a Roman Cath­
olic coeducational university located in Dayton, 
Ohio. Founded in 1850 by members of ilie Caili­
oli c Society of Mary, it was first named St. fary's 
School for Boys. It was incorporated in 1878 and 
began college-level instruction in 1882, adopting 
its present name in 1920. 

The university comprises a college of arts and 
sciences, schools of education, engineerin g, and 
business administration, and a graduate school, 
which coordinates M.A. programs offered by 13 
of the university's 40 departments. A technical 
institute with 2-year and 4-year courses is re­
lat<:'d to the school of engineering. 

The university is situated on three campuses 
coYering nearly 300 acres. Its enrollment grew 
from a total of about 2,400 students in 1950 to 
more than 10,000 in the late 1960's. Its faculty 
numbers in excess of 500. 

EL~fER C. L.,CK'-.""ER, Unii;ersity of Dayton 
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DAYTO NA BEACH, da-Ui'11c1, is a ci t>· i,, t:. " :. 
i ·Ju1jd:1 , iJJ \ ·oJ n!--ia cowJt y , DO 111il t.·~ l 14.3 kt, 
, outlic,is l uf Jacksunvilk. It is si t11., ted u,, u,. 
:\ tla11 lic Ocean and tl1e Halifax H.iver, a ti<lew 
ter laguuu that parallels the ocean. The river';: 
part of the Atlantic Intracoastal \.Vaterway and 
bas dock facilities and yacht basms . 

Daytona Beach is a year-round resort an<l 
conven tion city. Its famous beach of hard white 
san<l, 23 miles ( 37 km) long and 500 feet ( 152 
meters) wide at low tide, has been used for auto­
mobile speed trials since 1903. The entire lengtli 
of the beach now is open to the pubHc for driv. 
ing and recreation. The Daytona International 
Speedway, a 2½-mile ( 4-km) auto racing track, 
is the scene of many speed-testing events for 
sports cars, stock cars, and motorcycles. Other 
amusement areas include Oceanfront Park, with 
a large stadium and band shell ; City Island Park, 
a greyhound racing track; and a jai alai fronton 

Besides tourism, ilie city's principal industri~ 
are boat.building, citrus fruit processing, and 
varied light manufacturing, which includes divi. 
sions of major electronics firms. 

Music festivals wiili world-renowned artists 
are featured at Peabody Auditorium in winter 
and sw11mer series. Daytona Beach is ilie sum­
mer home of the London Symphony Orchestra. 
It also is the site of Bethune-Cookman College 
Daytona Beach Junior College, and ilie Embry 
Riddle Aeronautical Institute. 

The city was incorporated in 1876 as Daytona 
in honor of Mailiias Day, who had bought land 
on the site for a settlement in 1870. Daytona 
Seabreeze, and D aytona Beach were incorporated 
as Daytona Beach in 1926. Governii1ent is bv 
commission and manager. Population: 45,327. • 

DAVID KANTOR 
Director of Libraries, Volusia County, fla . 

DAZA, da'sa, Hilari6n ( 1840-1894) , Bolivian 
general and dictator. He was born Hilari6n Gr0-
sole in Sucre, Bolivia. In 1876, Daza seized the 
presidency from Tomas Frias and assumed dicta­
torial powers, holding a firm grip over the gov­
ernment and ilie press. In 1878, by levying 
hi gher taxes, he violated existing agreements 
with Chilean concessionaires, who were profitabl> 
extracting nitrate from ilie Atacama Desert on 
the Bolivian Pacific coast. Chile sent annecl 
forces into ilie Atacama, initiating ilie V•/ar of 
ilie Pacific ( q.v.) in 1879. Daza's combined 
Bolivian-Peruvian troops were forced to retreat, 
and Daza was overthrown in 1880. 

Peruvian forces continued to fi ght, but Bolivia 
lost its coastal territory to Chile. In 1894, Daza 
returned to Bolivia from exile. He was killed 
by a mob on Feb. 28, 1894, at Vaicha . 

HELEN MILLER B . .u!..E 
East Los Angeles College 

D' AZEGLIO, Marquess. See AzEGLIO, MA11· 
QUESS n'. 

D"DAY is the date for a planned action. Generally 
used in a military context, ili e term enables plan" 
ners to establish sequential priorities for activities 
before and after an operation's starting date, 
which may be unknown, may be designated hut 
secret, or may be subject to change. For example, 
when an invas ion is contempla ted, the date for 
beginning ilie action is called D-day; plan· 
ners can then scl1edule an air bombardment 
for D min11s 1 ( D-1 ), the clay before the tar-
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get date, and the commitment of additional 
troops on D plus 1 ( D + 1), the day after. 
Preparations · for a complicated operation are 
keyed to an established schedule requiring cer­
tain acts by D - 90, others by D - 60. In the same 
way, follow-up activities and desired or expected 
events may be scheduled for D + 10, D + 30 . 

For most Americans, "D-Day" means June 6, 
1944, when Allied forces under Gen. Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, after crossing the English Channel, 
landed on the Normandy coast of France. 

H-hour designates a specific time for a 
planned action, such as the landing of the first 
troops . M-day usually means "mobilization day," 
the date for certain planned actions to take place 
in a specified sequence in the event of possible 
enemy activity. 

MARTIN BLUMENSON 

Author of "The Duel for France" 

DDT is an insecticide that acts as a nerve poison, 
paralyzing the insect. It is used to control insects 
on all types of food and forage crops and to kill 
disease-carrying insects, such as the mosquitoes 
that carry mal_aria. DDT is a residual poison that 
retains its effectiveness in a sprayed area for 
weeks. 

DDT is toxic to man and other animals. ft 
accumulates in the bodies of animals that eat 
food contaminated with the substance. The 
chemical nature of DDT is changed very little by 
animal metabolism, soil microorganisms , or sun­
light. Because of the potential danger to man 
and because of widespread damage to fish and 
other forms of aquatic life and to birds, the use 
of DDT has been drastically curtailed or banned 
in parts of th~ United States and in some Eur.o­
pean countries. A total ban on DDT presents 
many difficulties because DDT and related chlorin­
ated hydrocarbons, which are equally dangerous, 
have been important means of insect control. 

DDT, which stands for dichlorodiphenyltri­
chloroethane, is manufactured from chlorobenzene 
and chloral ; it is a colorless,· odorless solid that 
is insoluble in water but soluble in many organic 
solvents, such as acetone, ether, benzene, and 
carbon tetrachloride. The formula for DDT is 
( CIC..H,) ,CH CCI,. . 

The chemical was first prepared by Othmar 
Zeidler, a German chemist, in 1874. Its action 
as an insecticide was not recognized until 1939, 
when the Swiss scientist Paul Hermann Mi.iller 
discovered its effectiveness. Mi.iller won the 1948 
Nobel Prize in physiology or medicine for this 
discovery. 

The effectiveness of DDT has decreased in 
recent years because some insects have developed 
a resistance to it. However, certain chlorinated 
hydrocarbons are now used together with DDT, 
and they seem to have an activating influence 
that partly restores its effectiveness. 

OTTO w. N ITZ 
Stout State Uni ucrsity, Menomonie, vVis. 

DEACON, de'bn, in most Christian churches, a 
ministeri al offi ce distinct from that of pries t or 
Pastor. T he origin of the office is usually traced 
to the appointment of the seven, includi n~ St. 
Stephen, !iv th1· .-\ pm tl r•s in Jerns~lcm ( .\c ts 
G:Hr) . E a rl v t'\ iclv! t<'<' i, :il,n found in th ,· Pa,d­
inr, ch11r, ;1,-~ l f'hili[)pi;:n, l : I; r Tilllothy .3 :,'->IFI . 
Th, , hb· r ,!,. , ,·l 11p111 ,· .1t ·•··" <1L·t<· nlll11<·d 1" ti,,. 
!", th ·n1 11t .1 ti,,·, ,·t, .1,1 11111-i,tr',' : hi~hop, pr-... 1,:. t•· r 

, ,·i1 t 'i _ fl t· .. , •11. f) . . ,· , , ·n · or1..,L.i ·::'\, .. t 

assisted the bishop in his litu rgical fun ctions, in 
charitable work, and in ad ministration. 

In the Roman Ca tholic Church and the 
churches of the Anglican Communion ( iududing 
the Episcopal Church ) today the di aco nate is 
often no more tl1an a prepara tory stage for the 
pries thood. The Second Vatican Council recom­
mended the revival of a permanent diaconate, 
and similar tendencies are visible in the Angiican 
Communion. :\1e thodi st deacons are ordained 
clergymen who perform all p as toral duties except 
the administra tion of the Lord's Supper. In 
churches of Ca lvinistic bac kgro und, deacons are 
part of the essen tial structure of the ministry . 
Presbyterian boards of deacons are responsible 
for the management of the temporal affairs of 
a congregation. In Congregational and Baptist 
churches, deacons distribute the elements at 
Communion, administer chari ties, and form the 
pastor 's advisory council. In many European 
churches, especially the Lutheran, a permanent 
diaconate was revived throu gh the foundin g of 
diaconal insti tutes, which hain deacons for full­
time social service. The Eastern Orthodox 
churches require a deacon in each local congrega­
tion to assist the priest in liturgical functions. 

KARLFRIE D FROEHLIC H 
Princeton Theological Seminary 

DEACONESS, de'b-n;ls, a woman engaged in a 
special minis try in the Christian church. The 
early history of the offi ce and its relation to other 
groups such as "widows" and "virgins" remain 
obscure ( Romans 16:l ; I Timothy 3:11; 5:9ff; 
Pliny, Epis tle 10: 97 ) . Deaconesses are men­
tioned more often after the close of the 3d cen­
tury. Their primary function apparently was in 
the baptism of women, which in the early church 
was done by immersion and would have been 
inappropriate for deacons to perform . They also 
cared for the needy and sick. Deaconesses had 
lay status and were not allowed to marry. 

The offi ce declined in the Eas t from tl1e 8 th 
century on. In the \Vest, where it seems to have 
been less prominent, it is not mentioned after 
the 11th century. Since then, various sisterhoods 
have taken over the characteristic social functions 
of the ancient office. 

The modern revival of Protestant orders of 
deaconesses goes back to the founding, in 1836, 
of a communitv of deaconesses at Kaiserswerth , 
Germany, by Pastor Theodor Fliedner. Impressed 
by Mennonite practices, he trained women for 
Christian service in hospitals and in social work. 
His school soon served as a model for similar 
institutions in Germany and other countries, in­
cluding the United Sta tes . The Anglican Church 
endorsed a limited revival of the office in 1871. 
Methodism officially recognized deaconesses as 
part of the church structure in 1888. Today dea­
conesses carry out charitable d11ti es in many de­
nominations, e ither through indepen<lent orders 
or in connecti on with a local parish or with the 
general social program of their church. 

K ARL F nt En F n0E r1 u c 11 

Princeton Theological Semi rw r !J 

DEAD RECKONING is the comp 11 ta tion of the 
pos ition f)f a ~h ip or an a irphn ,· \\ itlw11t 11,,• ,,f 
c,· l,·stial ,i ~hti11.:·,. !'n,.ition i, c·,H11p11t·,.c] i1,,·t, ·a.l 
fr111n tl1t · pc,:-.i li,,ri Ll'- l dt•t , ·1111ir u ~i. d 11· 1 11 11 1p;l .. ..., 

l 'l\l!J'', L' f,d lo\ 'r:. •t,,, •,de of 1 1i-n ,• ' 1(·11t, L · 1· , ti-
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MRS. REAGAN: NORMANDY CEREMONY 
JUNE 6, 1982 

(PARVIN) 

--I am deeply honored to be here in Normandy on this very 

moving and emotional day. As I flew over the peaceful Normandy 

countryside this morning, it was hard to imagine that 38 years 

ago there was not calm, but violence. Sadly, many of those 

who fought soon found calm in the rows of crosses and Stars of 

David that stretch before us. Today we honor those whose 

sacrifice is as lasting as the stone of this Memorial. 

--Although the official ceremony is here, I can't help but 

think of the private remembrances and tears of those at home who've 

lost a loved one on the beach below us. A mother who lost a 

son, a wife who lost a husband, a child who lost a father--their 

tender moments today are a personal memorial to the individual 

heroes of Normandy. 

--We, on· the 9ther hand, can honor these heroes by speaking 

of what their courage accomplished for freedom. A few days ago 

in America we celebrated Memorial Day, a day when we honor those 

who've died for our country. After my husband .attended a 

ceremony at Arlington--our national cemetary, the newspapers 

carried a picture of him ~iping a tear from his eye. That tear 

was an entire nation's tear really, one that all Americans felt. 



For it was a tear of gratitude, respect, and, yes , regret 

that young men have had to give their lives to protect the values 

we hold dear. 

--If my husband were here today, he would tell you how deeply 

he feels the responsibilities of peace and freedom. He would tell 

you how we can best ensure that other young men on other beaches 

and other fields will not have to die. And I think he would tell 

you of his ideas for nuclear peace. Certainly he would speak 

of Normandy's message to all who love liberty. 

--Thirty eight years ago .today, General Eisenhower also had 

a message, a message to the soldiers who were about to .come ashore. 

He said to them, "The eyes of the world are upon you. The hopes 

and prayers of liberty-loving people everywhere march with you." 

Well, to the boys who rest beneath the crosses and stars on this 

peaceful cliff, those words still hold true. To the gallant young 

men who ~ ave :their lives here, let .me say the eyes of the world 

are still upon you. And the hopes and ·prayers and hearts of 

liberty-loving people are with you now and forever. 




