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(ROBINSON) MAY 22, 1984 

TAPING: NORMANDY STATEMENT FOR FRENCH TELEVISION 

THIS YEAR, THOUSANDS OF 
AMERICANS ARE RETURNING 

TO THE NORMANDY SHORES TO 
REVISIT THE SCENE OF THAT 

MOMENTOUS LANDING 
40 YEARS AGO. THIS WEEK, 
HUNDREDS ARE, LIKE MYSELF, 
GUESTS IN YOUR COUNTRY AS 

WE JOIN IN REMEMBERING 
THAT DAY. ON BEHALF OF 
ALL AMERICANS, I THANK 
YOU FOR YOUR GRACIOUS 

HOSPITALITY. 
FRANCO-AMERICAN 

FRIENDSHIP HAS A LONG AND 
PROUD PAST. INDEED, ONE 
OF THE GREAT HEROES OF 
AMERICAN HISTORY IS A 
FRENCHMAN. MANY TOWNS, 
STREETS, AND SQUARES -­
EVEN A COLLEGE -- IN 



AMERICA BEAR HIS NAME. 
A BEAUTIFUL PARK THAT I 

LOOK OUT UPON EACH DAY -­
DIRECTLY ACROSS THE 

STREET FROM THE WHITE 

HOUSE IN WASHINGTON --

IS NAMED IN HONOR OF HIM. 

HE WAS THE 
MARQUIS DE LAFAYETTE, 

AND HE SERVED WITH 

GEORGE WASHINGTON AS A 
GENERAL IN THE AMERICAN 

REVOLUTIONARY ARMY. YET 
DESPITE THE IMPORTANCE OF 

LAFAYETTE'S MILITARY 
SKILL, HE TOOK A STEP AS 

A LEGISLATOR THAT HAD 
PERHAPS EVEN GREATER 
SIGNIFICANCE FOR THE 
TWO CENTURIES OF 
FRIENDSHIP AND ALLIANCE 
BETWEEN YOUR COUNTRY AND 

MINE. 
ON JULY 11TH, 1789, 

AS A DEPUTY IN THE FRENCH 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, 
LAFAYETTE INTRODUCED A 
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BILL CALLING FOR THE 
PASSAGE OF A DECLARATION 
OF THE RIGHTS OF MAN, 

FORMALLY ADOPTED BY THE 

ASSEMBLY 6 WEEKS LATER, 

THE DECLARATION APPEARED 
AS THE PREAMBLE TO THE 

FRENCH CONSTITUTION OF 
1791, THIS DECLARATION 
OF THE RIGHTS OF MAN 
EMBODIED THE SAME 
FUNDAMENTAL BELIEFS ABOUT 

HUMAN LIBERTY AS THOSE 
EXPRESSED IN THE AMERICAN 

DECLARATION OF 
INDEPENDENCE AND BILL OF 
RIGHTS, TOGETHER, THOSE 
FRENCH AND AMERICAN 
DOCUMENTS PROCLAIM THAT 
ALL MEN ARE ENDOWED WITH 
EQUAL AND SACRED RIGHTS, 
THAT AMONG THESE, IN THE 
WORDS OF THE AMERICAN 
DECLARATION ARE, "LIFE, 

LIBERTY, AND 
THE PURSUIT OF 
HAPPINESS." IT IS 
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THIS SHARED COMMITMENT TO 

HUMAN FREEDOM THAT HAS 

FORMED THE BEDROCK ON 

WHICH OUR FAST FRIENDSHIP 

HAS BEEN BUILT, AND IT 

WAS IN THE NAME OF THIS 

HUMAN FREEDOM THAT SO 

MANY BRAVE MEN RISKED 

THEIR LIVES ON THE 

BEACHES OF NORMANDY 

40 YEARS AGO. 

THOSE COURAGEOUS 

MEN, LIVING AND DEAD, 
GAVE US A PRICELESS 

LEGACY OF PEACE AND 
PROSPERITY IN EUROPE --

A LEGACY THAT HAS ENDURED 

NOW FOR TWO GENERATIONS. 
TO PRESERVE THAT LEGACY 

OF PEACE, THOSE OF US WHO 

CHERISH LIBERTY MUST 
CONTINUE TO LABOR 

TOGETHER. 
YOUR COUNTRY AND 

MINE BELONG TO AN 
ALLIANCE COMMITTED TO 
DEMOCRACY, INDIVIDUAL 
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LIBERTY, AND THE RULE OF 

LAW. OF COURSE, 
MEMBERSHIP IN THE 
ALLIANCE IMPOSES ITS 
BURDENS. TO DEMONSTRATE 

THE AMERICAN COMMITMENT 
TO THIS CONTINENT, 
THOUSANDS OF AMERICAN 
TROOPS ARE STATIONED HERE 
IN EUROPE, FAR FROM THEIR 

HOMES AND FAMILIES. 
FRANCE, THE UNITED 
STATES, AND ALL THE 
ALLIANCE NATIONS, MUST 

SPEND MORE ON DEFENSE 
THAN ANY OF US LIKE TO DO 

IN PEACETIME, BUT THE 
BURDENS WE BEAR IN 

DEFENDING OUR FREEDOM ARE 
FAR LESS THAN THE HORRORS 
WE WOULD HAVE TO ENDURE 
IF WE LOST THAT FREEDOM. 

I BELIEVE THAT THE 
BEST WAY WE CAN HONOR 
THOSE WHO GAVE SO MUCH 
40 YEARS AGO, IS BY 

REDEDICATING OURSELVES 
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";. 

TODAY TO THE CAUSE FOR 

WHICH THEY FOUGHT: 
FREEDOM -- FREEDOM FOR 
OURSELVES, FREEDOM FOR 
OUR CHILDREN, AND FREEDOM 

FOR GENERATIONS YET 

UNBORN. 
THANK YOU AND GOD 

BLESS YOU. 

# # # 
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(Robinson/BE Edit) 
May 22, 1984 
10:30 a.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL TAPING: D-DAY REMARKS FOR FRENCH TELEVISION 
TUESDAY, MAY 22, 1984 

This year, thousands of Americans are returning to the 

Normandy shores to revisit the scene of that momentous landing 

40 years ago. This week, hundreds are, like myself, guests in 

your country as we join in remembering that day. On behalf of 

all Americans, I thank you for your gracious hospitality. 

Franco-American friendship has a long and proud past. 

Indeed, one of the great heroes of American history is a 

Frenchman. Many towns, streets, and squares -- even a college 

in America bear his name. A beautiful park that I look out upon 

each day -- directly across the street from the White House in 

Washington -- is named in honor of him. He was the 

Marquis de Lafayette, and he served with George Washington as a 

general in the American Revolutionary Army. Yet despite the 

importance of Lafayette's military skill, he took a step as a 

legislator that had perhaps even greater significance for the 

two centuries of friendship and alliance between your country and 

mine. 

On July 11th, 1789, as a Deputy in the French National 

Assembly, Lafayette introduced a bill calling for the passage of 

a declaration of the rights of man. Formally adopted by the 

Assembly 6 weeks later, the declaration appeared as the preamble 

to the French Constitution of 1791. This Declaration of the 

Rights of Man embodied the same fundamental beliefs about human 

liberty as those expressed in the American Declaration of 
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Independence and Bill of Rights. Together, those French and 

American documents proclaim that all men are endowed with equal 

ana sacrecil·~JJDitr~rights, that among t ~ese8 in the words 
' 

of the American Declaration, "life, liberty, and the pursuit of 

happiness." It is this shared commitment to human freedom that 

has formed the bedrock on which our fast friendship has been 

built. And it was in the name of this human freedom that so many 

brave men risked their lives on the beaches of Normandy 40 years 

ago. 

Those courageous men, living and dead, gave us a priceless 

legacy of peace and prosperity in Europe -- a legacy that has 

endured now for two generations. To preserve that legacy of 

peace, those of us who cherish liberty must continue to labor 

together. 

Your country and mine belong to an Alliance committed to 

democracy, individual liberty, and the rule of law. Of course, 

membership in the Alliance imposes its burdens. To demonstrate 

the American commitment to this continent, thousands of American 

troops are stationed here in Europe, far from their homes and 

families. France, the United States, and all the Alliance 

nations, must spend more on defense than any of us like to do in 

peacetime. But the burdens we bear in defending our freedom are 

far less than the horrors we would have to endure if we lost that 

freedom. 

I believe that the best way we can honor those who gave so 

much 40 years ago, is by rededicating ourselves today to the 
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cause for which they fought: Freedom -- freedom for ourselves, 

freedom for our children, and freedom for generations yet unborn. 

Thank you and God bless you. 



(Robinson/BE Edit) 
May 22, 1984 
10:30 a.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL TAPING: D-DAY REMARKS FOR FRENCH TELEVISION 
TUESDAY, MAY 22, 1984 

This year, thousands of Americans are returning to the 

Normandy shores to revisit the scene of that momentous landing 

40 years ago. This week, hundreds are, like myself, guests in 

your country as we join in remembering that day. On behalf of 

all Americans, I thank you for your gracious hospitality. 

Franco-American friendship has a long and proud past. 

Indeed, one of the great heroes of American history is a 

Frenchman. Many towns, streets, and squares -- even a college 

in America bear his name. A beautiful park that I look out upon 

each day -- directly across the street from the White House in 

Washington -- is named in honor of him. He was the 

Marquis de Lafayette, and he served with George Washington as a 

general in the American Revolutionary Army. Yet despite the 

importance of Lafayette's military skill, he took a step as a 

legislator that had perhaps even greater significance for the 

two centuries of friendship and alliance between your country and 

mine. 

On July 11th, 1789, as a Deputy in the French National 

Assembly, Lafayette introduced a bill calling for the passage of 

a declaration of the rights of man. Formally adopted by the 

Assembly 6 weeks later, the declaration appeared as the preamble 

to the French Constitution of 1791. This Declaration of the 

Rights of Man embodied the same fundamental beliefs about human 

liberty as those expressed in the American Declaration of 
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Independence and Bill of Rights. Together, those French and 

American documents proclaim that all men are endowed with equal 

and sacred God-given rights, that among these are, in the words 

of the American Declaration, "life, liberty, and the pursuit of 

happiness." It is this shared commitment to human freedom that 

has formed the bedrock on which our fast friendship has been 

built. And it was in the name of this human freedom that so many 

brave men risked their lives on the beaches of Normandy 40 years 

ago. 

Those courageous men, living and dead, gave us a priceless 

legacy of peace and prosperity in Europe -- a legacy that has 

endured now for two generations. To preserve that legacy of 

peace, those of us who cherish liberty must continue to labor 

together. 

Your country and mine belong to an Alliance committed to 

democracy, individual liberty, and the rule of law. Of course, 

membership in the Alliance imposes its burdens. To demonstrate 

the American commitment to this continent, thousands of American 

troops are stationed here in Europe, far from their homes and 

families. France, the United States, and all the Alliance 

nations, must spend more on defense than any of us like to do in 

peacetime. But the burdens we bear in defending our freedom are 

far less than the horrors we would have to endure if we lost that 

freedom. 

I believe that the best way we can honor those who gave so 

much 40 years ago, is by rededicating ourselves today to the 
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cause for which they fought : Freedom -- freedom for ourselves, 

freedom for our children, and freedom for generations yet unborn. 

Thank you and God bless you. 



(Robinson/BE Edit) 
May 22, 1984 
10:30 a.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL TAPING: D-DAY REMARKS FOR FRENCH TELEVISION 
TUESDAY, MAY 22, 1984 

This year, thousands of Americans are returning to the 

Normandy shores to revisit the scene of that momentous landing 

40 years ago. This week, hundreds are, like myself, guests in 

your country as we join in remembering that day. On behalf of 

all Americans, I thank you for your gracious hospitality. 

Franco-American friendship has a long and proud past. 

Indeed, one of the great heroes of American history is a 

Frenchman. Many towns, streets, and squares -- even a college 

in America bear his name. A beautiful park that I look out upon 

each day -- directly across the street from the White House in 

Washington -- is named in honor of him. He was the 

Marquis de Lafayette, and he served with George Washington as a 

general in the American Revolutionary Army. Yet despite the 

importance of Lafayette's military skill, he took a step as a 

legislator that had perhaps even greater significance for the 

two centuries of friendship and alliance between your country and 

mine. 

On July 11th, 1789, as a Deputy in the French National 

Assembly, Lafayette introduced a bill calling for the passage of 

a declaration of the rights of man. Formally adopted by the 

Assembly 6 weeks later, the declaration appeared as the preamble 

to the French Constitution of 1791. This Declaration of the 

Rights of Man embodied the same fundamental beliefs about human 

liberty as those expressed in the American Declaration of 
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Independence and Bill of Rights. Together, those French and 

American documents proclaim that all men are endowed with equal 

and sacred God-given rights, that among these are, in the words 

of the American Declaration, "life, liberty, and the pursuit of 

happiness." It is this shared commitment to human freedom that 

has formed the bedrock on which our fast friendship has been 

built. And it was in the name of this human freedom that so many 

brave men risked their lives on the beaches of Normandy 40 years 

ago. 

Those courageous men, living and dead, gave us a priceless 

legacy of peace and prosperity in Europe -- a legacy that has 

endured now for two generations. To preserve that legacy of 

peace, those of us who cherish liberty must continue to labor 

together. 

Your country and mine belong to an Alliance committed to 

democracy, individual liberty, and the rule of law. Of course, 

membership in the Alliance imposes its burdens. To demonstrate 

the American commitment to this continent, thousands of American 

troops are stationed here in Europe, far from their homes and 

families. France, the United States, and all the Alliance 

nations, must spend more on defense than any of us like to do in 

peacetime. But the burdens we bear in defending our freedom are 

far less than the horrors we would have to endure if we lost that 

freedom. 

I believe that the best way we can honor those who gave so 

much 40 years ago, is by rededicating ourselves today to the 
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cause for which they fought: Freedom -- freedom for ourselves, 

freedom for our children, and freedom for generations yet unborn. 

Thank you and God bless you. 



MEMORANDUM 
4120 

NATIONAL SECUR I TY COUNCIL 

May 22, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR BEN ELLIOTT 

FROM: ROBERT M. KIMMITT T5oi., 

SUBJECT: Presidential Taping: D-Day Remarks for French 
Television 

We have reviewed and concurred with the subject draft 
Presidential remarks, as modified. 

Attachment 
Draft Remarks 

cc: Richard G. Darman 



L.) I J..0 

Document No. ________ _ 

GENT 
DATE: ___ s /_2_1_/_8_4_ ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 10:00 a.m. TUESDAY, 5/22 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL TAPING: D-DAY REMARKS FOR FRENCH TNtEYISION 

TUESDA.Y, MAY 22, 1984 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ □ McFAR -E 

MEESE □ ✓ McMANUS □ 

BAKER □ ✓ MURPHY □ 

DEAVER □ ✓ OGLESBY ✓ 
STOCKMAN □ □ ROGERS □ 

DARMAN OP J SPEAKES □ 

FELDSTEIN □ □ SVAHN ✓ 
FIELDING ✓ o VER ST AN DIG □ 

FULLER ✓□ WHITTLESEY □ 

HERRINGTON □ □ 
TUIWILER ✓ 

HICKEY □ □ 
WIRI'HLIN ✓ 
ELLIOIT 

REMARKS: 

Please forward any corrrrents/edits directly to Ben Elliott in room 100 
by 10:00 a.m. TUESDAY, MAY 22, with an information oopy to my office. 

Thank you. 

RESPONSE: 

Richard G. Darman 
Assistant to the President 

Ext. 2702 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 
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(Robinson/BE Edit) 
May 21, 1984 
7:00 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL TAPING: D-DAY REMARKS FOR FRENCH TELEVISION 
TUESDAY, MAY 22, 1984 

This year, thousands of Americans are returning to the 

Normandy shores to revisit the scene of that momentous landing 
"'11A........'141LL/t:.. 

40 years ago . .Tcnijhiii, bundreds are, like myself, guests in your 

country as we join in remembering that day. On behalf of all 

Americans, I thank you for your gracious hospitality. 

Franco-American friendship has a long and proud past. 

Indeed, one of the great heroes of American history is a 

Frenchman. Scores of towns, streets, and squares -- even a 

college -- in America bear his name. A beautiful park that I 

look out upon each day -- directly across the street from the 

White House in Washington -- is named in honor of him. He was 

the Marquis Marie Joseph de Lafayette, and he served with 

George Washington as a General in the American Revolutionary 

Army. Yet despite the importance of Lafayette's skill, he took a 

step as a legislator that had even greater significance for the 

two centuries of friendship and alliance between your country and 

mine. 

On July 11th, 1789, as Deputy in the French National 

Assembly, Lafayette introduced a bill calling for the passage of 

a declaration of the rights of man. Formally adopted by the 

Assembly 5 weeks later, the declaration appeared as the preamble 

to the French Constitution of 1791. This Declaration of the 

Rights of Man embodied the same fundamental beliefs about human 

liberty as those expressed the American Declaration of 
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Independence and Bill of Rights. Together, those French and 

American documents proclaim that all men are endowed with equal, 

God-given rights, that among these are, "Life, Liberty, and the 

Pursuit of Happiness." It is this shared commitment to human 

freedom that has formed the bedrock on which our fast friendship 

has been built. And it was in the name of this human freedom 

that so many brave men gave their lives on the beaches of 

Normandy 40 years ago. 

Those courageous men, living and dead, gave us a priceless 

legacy of peace and prosperity in Europe -- a legacy that has 

endured now for more than two generations. To preserve that 

legacy of peace, those of us who cherish liberty must continue to 

labor together. 

Your country and mine are members of an Alliance committed 
~~ct l ._::_et-.., t 'd.1. J /1~ ,O......t/ 7:,t..iz_ ~ &f 1~­

to tl!"e liberty of Western Ettr~e.-\ Of course, membershil_3 in the 

Alliance imposes its burdens. To demonstrate the American 

commitment to this continent, thousands of American troops must 

be stationed here in Europe, far from their homes and families. 

France, the United States, and all the Alliance nations, must 

spend more on defense than any of us like to do in peacetime. 
an,.../~-lo 

But the burdens we mus ~ bear in defending our freedom are far 

less than the horrors we would have to endure if we lost that 

freedom. 

I believe that the best way we can honor those who gave so 

much 40 years ago, is by rededicating ourselves today to the 

cause for which they fought: Freedom -- freedom for ourselves, 

freedom for our children, and freedom for generations yet unborn. 

Thank you and God bless you. 



MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT : 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 22, 1984 

BEN ELLIOTT 
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 

AND DIRECTOR OF SPEECHWRITING 

RICHARD A. HAUSER~~ 
DEPUTY COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT 

Draft Presidential Remarks for 
D-Day Taping for French Television 

Our office has reviewed the above-referenced draft remarks and 
has no legal or other substantive objection to them. 

cc : Richard G. Darman 



(Robinson/BE Edit) 
May 21 , 1, 9 8 4 
7:00 p.m. ~ ss-, ep.__ 

PRESIDENTIAL TAPING: D-DAY REMARKS FOR FRENCH TELEVISION 
TUESDAY, MAY 22, 1984 

,,----
This year, \thousands of Americans are returning to the 

Normandy shores to revisit the scene of that momentous landing 
~ -'J. 11!).f,,U( 

40 years ago. Toni~h t ~ hundreds are, like myself, guests in your )<.. 

country as we join in remembering that day. On behalf of all 

Americans, I thank you for your gracious hospitality. 

Franco-American friendship has a long and proud past. 

Indeed, one 

Frenchman. 

great heroes of American history is a 

towns, streets, and squares -- even a 

college -- in America bear his name. A beautiful park that I 

look out upon each day -- directly across the street from the 

White House in Washington -- is named in honor of him. He was 

the Marquis Marie Joseph de Lafayette, and he served with '/--

George Washington as a deneral in the American Revolutionary ')<-
T'" ti,,iU~ ~ 

Army. Yet despite the importance of Lafayette ' s ~ skill, he took a r -

step as a legislator that had~1~greater significance for the ){ 
.A 

two centuries of friendship and alliance between your country and 

mine. 
~ 

On July 11th, 1789, as Deputy in the French National x.... 
/\.. 

Assembly, Lafayette introduced a bill calling for the passage of 

a declarat}on of the rights of man. Formally adopted by the 

Assembly } weeks later, the declaration appeared as the preamble X 
to the French Constitution of 1791 . This Declaration of the 

Rights of Man embodied the same fundamental beliefs about human 
I}/': 

liberty as those expressed the American Declaration of 
A. 
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Independence and Bill of Rights. Together, those French and 

American documents proclaim that all men are endo~ed with equa:Yx 
&Jr£.~ Uc 11--1- amds dl tJ..R ,4,.u-(cd,.4,-, ~C/l'- , 
@oa EJiven rights, that among these are, '1 ife, f iberty, and the 

/l 
/ ursui t of fappiness." It is this shared cornrni tment to human 

freedom that has formed the bedrock on which our fast friendship 

has been built. And it was in the name of this human freedom 

h#[d . . ✓• 
that so many brave men "~ their lives on the beaches of ~ 

Normandy 40 years ago. 

Those courageous men, living and dead, gave us a priceless 

legacy of peace and prosperity in Europe -- a legacy that has 

endured now for j tt 1 iA M~ two generations. To preserve that 

legacy of peace, those of us who cherish liberty must continue to 

labor together. 

Your country and mine ~ an Alliance committed 
~tV'ZlUf > t.11d)v,,·~ ~ ~ I~ /OMJ. 

to t ~ liberty A~ We ~ Eur ope. Of course, membership in the 

Alliance imposes its burdens. To demonstrate the American 
a/t...R.__ 

commitment to this continent, thousands of American troops mtls ~ 

~ stationed here in Europe, far from their homes and families. 

France, the United States, and all the Alliance nations, must 

spend more on defense than any of us like to do in peacetime . 

But the burdens we ~bear in defending our freedom are far 

less than the horrors we would have to endure if we lost that 

freedom. 

I believe that the best way we can honor those who gave so 

much 40 years ago, is by rededicating ourselves today to the 

cause for which they fought: Freedom -- freedom for ourselves, 

freedom for our children , and freedom for generations yet unborn. 

Thank you and God bless you . 



Document No. ___ ______ _ 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING ME MORANDUf¥1 

DA TE: _ _ _ S_/_2_1_/_8_4_ ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 10:00 a .m. TUESDAY 5/22 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL TAPING: D-DAY REMARKS FOR FRENCH TEI,EVJSTQN 

TUESDAY, 1'1AY 22, 1984 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ □ McFARLANE ✓ 
/ 

MEESE □ rg McMANUS □ 

BAKER □ 
~ # 

MURPHY □ 

DEAVER □ 

~ 

✓ OGLESBY ✓ 
STOCKMAN □ □ ROGERS □ 

DARMAN OP ~ SPEAKE S □ 

FELDSTEIN □ □ SVAHN ✓ 
FIELDING ✓ o VER ST AN DIG □ 

FULLER r/'o W HITTLESEY □ 

HERRINGTON □ □ 
TU'I'\'lILER 

WIRI'HLIN 
HICKEY □ □ 

ELLI 

REMARKS: 

Please forward any conments/ edits direct l y to Ben Elliott in r oom 100 
by 10:00 a.m. TUESDAY, 1'1AY 22, with an information copy to my office . 

Thank you. 

RESPONSE: 

Richard G. Darman 
Assistant to the President 

Ext. 2702 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 



(Robinson /B E Edit) 
May 21, 19 84 
7:00 p.m. 

PRESIDENTI AL TAPING: D-DAY REMARKS FOR FRENCH TELEVISION 
TUESDAY, MAY 22, 1984 

This year , thousands of Americans are returning to t he 

No rmandy shores t o revisit the scene of that momentous landing 

40 years ago. Tonight, hundreds are, li ke myself, guests in your 

country as we Join in remembering that day. On behalf of all 

Americans, I thank you for your gracious hospitality. 

Franco-American friendship has a long and proud past. 

Indeed, one of the great heroes of American history is a 

Frenchman. Scores of towns, streets, and squares -- e ven a 

college -- in America bear his naQe. A beautiful park that I 

look out upon each day -- directly across the street from the 

White House in Washington -- is named in honor of him. He was 

the Marquis Marie Joseph de Lafaye tte, and he s e rved with 

Geo rge Washington as a General in the American Revolutionary 

Army. Yet despite the importance of Lafayette's skill, he took a 

step as a legislator that had even greater significance for the 

two centuries of friendship and alliance between your c o untry and 

mine. 

On Ju l y 11th, 1789, as Deputy in the French Na tio nal 

Assembly, Lafaye tte introduced a bill calling for the passage of 

a declara tion of the rights of man. Fo rmally adopted by the 

Assembly S weeks later, the declaration appeared as the preamble 

to the French Constitution of 1791. This Declaration of the 

Rights of Man embodied the same f undamenta l beliefs about human 

liberty as those expressed the American Declara tio n of 
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Independence 11 of Rights Together, those French and 

American doc uments proclaim that all men are endowed with equal, 

God-given rights, that among these are, "Life, Liberty, and the 

Pursuit of Happiness." It is this shared commitment to human 

freedom that has formed the bedrock on which our fast frie~dship 

has been built. And it was in the name of this human freedom 

that so many brave men gave their lives on the beaches of 

Normandy 40 years ago. 

Those courageous men, living and dead, gave us a priceless 

legacy of peace and prosperity in Europe -- a legacy that has 

endured now for more than two generations. To preserve that 

legacy of peace, those of us who cherish liberty must continue to 

labor together. 

Your country and mine are members of an Alliance committed 

to the liberty of Western Europe. Of course, membe rship in the 

Alliance imposes its burdens. To demonstrate the American 

commitment to this continent, thousands of American troops mus t 

be stationed here in Europe, far from their homes and families. 

France, the United States, and all the Alliance nations, must 

spend more on defense than any of us like to do in peacetime. 

But the burdens we must bear in defending our freedom are fa r 

less than the horrors we would have to endure if we lost that 

freedom. 

I believe that the best way we can honor those who gave so 

much 40 years ago, is by rededicating ourselves today to the 

cause for which they fought: Freedom -- freedom for ourselves , 

freedom for our children, and freedom for generations yet unborn. 

Thank you and God bless you. 



Document No. ________ _ 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: ___ s /_2_1_/_8_4_ ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BV: 10:00 a.m. TUESDAY. 5/22 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL TAPING: D-DAY REMARKS FOR PROCH TE[,EVISIQN 

TUESDAY, MAY 22, 1984 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 
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PRESIDENTIAL TAPING: 

(Robinson/BE Edit) 
May 2 1 , 1, 9 8 4 
7 : o o P. m. ~ s-s i e R 

D-DAY REMARKS FOR FRENCH TELEVISION 
TUESDAY, MAY 22, 1984 

This year, thousands of Americans are returning to the 

Normandy shores to revisit the scene of that momentous landing 

40 years ago. Tonight, hundreds are, like myself, guests in your 

country as we join in remembering that day. On behalf of all 

Americans, I thank you for your gracious hospitality. 

Franco-American friendship has a long and proud past. 

Indeed, one of the great heroes of American history is a 

Frenchman. Scores of towns, streets, and squares -- even a 

college -- in America bear his name. A beautiful park that I 

look out upon each day -- directly across the street from the 

White House in Washington -- is named in honor of him. He was 

the Marquis Marie Joseph de Lafayette, and he served with 

George Washington as a General in the American Revolutionary 

Army. Yet despite the importance of Lafayette's skill, he took a 

step as a legislator that had even greater significance for the 

two centuries of friendship and alliance between your country and 

mine. 

On July 11th, 1789, as Deputy in the French National 

Assembly, Lafayette introduced a bill calling for the passage of 

a declaration of the rights of man. Formally adopted by the 

Assembly 5 weeks later, the declaration appeared as the preamble 

to the French Constitution of 1791. This Declaration of the 

Rights of Man embodied the same fundamental beliefs about human 

liberty as those expressed the American Declaration of 



Page 2 

Independence and Bill of Rights. Together, those French and 

American documents proclaim that all men are endowed with equal, 

God-given rights, that among these are, "Life, Liberty, and the 

Pursuit of Happiness." It is this shared commitment to human 

freedom that has formed the bedrock on which our fast friendship 

has been built. And it was in the name of this human freedom 

that so many brave men gave their lives on the beaches of 

Normandy 40 years ago. 

Those courageous men, living and dead, gave us a priceless 

legacy of peace and prosperity in Europe -- a legacy that has 

endured now for more than two generations. To preserve that 

legacy of peace, those of us who cherish liberty must continue to 

labor together. 

Your country and mine are members of an Alliance committed 

to the liberty of Western Europe. Of course, membership in the 

Alliance imposes its burdens. To demonstrate the American 

commitment to this continent, thousands of American troops must 

be stationed here in Europe, far from their homes and families. 

France, the United States, and all the Alliance nations, must 

spend more on defense than any of us like to do in peacetime. 

But the burdens we must bear in defending our freedom are far 

less than the horrors we would have to endure if we lost that 

freedom. 

I believe that the best way we can honor those who gave so 

much 40 years ago, is by rededicating ourselves today to the 

cause for which they fought: Freedom -- freedom for ourselves, 

freedom for our children, and freedom for generations yet unborn. 

Thank you and God bless you. 



(Robinson Edit) 
May 21, 1984 
6:00 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL TAPING: D-DAY REMARKS FOR FRENCH TELEVISION 
TUESDAY, MAY 22, 1984 

This year, thousands of Americans are returning to the 

Normandy shores to revisit the scene of that momentous landing 

40 years ago. Tonight, hundreds are, like myself, guests in your 

country as we join in remembering that day. On behalf of all 

Americans, I thank you for your gracious hospitality. 

Franco-American friendship has a long and proud past. 

Indeed, one of the great heroes of American history is Ja A~ 
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despite the importance of Lafayette's skill, he took a step as a 

legislator that had even greater significance for the 

two centuries of friendship and alliance between your country and 

mine. 

On July 11th, 1789, as Deputy in the French National 

Assembly, Lafayette introduced a bill calling for the passage of 

a declaration of the rights of man. Formally adopted by the 

Assembly 5 weeks later, the declaration appeared as the preamble 

to the French Constitution of 1791. This Declaration of the 

Rights of Man embodied the same fundamental beliefs about human 

_liberty as those expressed the American Declaration of 
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Independence and Bill of Rights. Together, those French and 

American documents proclaim that all men are endowed with equal, 

God-given rights, that among these are, "Life, Liberty, and the 

Pursuit of Happiness." It is this shared commitment to human 

freedom that has formed the bedrock on which our fast friendship 

has been built. And it was in the name of this human freedom 

that so many brave men gave their lives on the beaches of 

Normandy 40 years ago. 

Those courageous men, living and dead, gave us a priceless 

legacy of peace and prosperity in Europe -- a legacy that has 

endured now for more than two generations. To preserve that 

legacy of peace , those of us who cherish liberty must continue to 

labor together. 

Your country and mine are members of an Alliance committed 

to the liberty of Western Europe. Of course, membership in the 

A~liance imposes its burdens. To demonstrate the American 

commitment to this continent, thousands of American troops must 

be stationed here in Europe, far from their homes and families. 

France, the United States, and all the Alliance nations, must 

spend more on defense than any of us like to do in peacetime. 

But the burdens we must bear in defending our freedom are far 

less than the horrors we would have to endure if we lost that 

freedom. 

I believe that the best way we can honor those who gave so 

much 40 years ago, is by rededicating ourselves today to the 

cause for which they fought: Freedom -- freedom for ourselves, 

freedom for our children, and freedom for generations yet unborn. 
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Thank you and God bless you. 
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PRESIDENTIAL TAPING: D-DAY REMARKS FOR FRENCH TELEVISION 
TUESDAY, MAY 22, 1984 

This year, thousands of Americans are returning to the 

Normandy shores to revisit the scene of that momentous landing 

40 years ago. Tonight, hundreds are, like myself, guests in your 

country as we join in remembering that day. On behalf of all 

Americans, I thank you for your gracious hospitality. 

Franco-American friendship has a long and proud past. 

Indeed, one of the great heroes of American history is a 

Frenchman. 

his name. 

Scores of towns, streets, and squares in America bear 

A beautiful park that I look out upon each day ~~~ 

directly across the street from my house in Washington -- is 

named in horior of him. He was the Marquis Marie Joseph de 

Lafayette, and he served with George Washington as a General in 

the American Revolutionary Army. Yet despite the importance of 

Lafayette's skill, he took a step as a legislator that had even 

greater significance for the two centuries of friendship and 

alliance between your country and mine. 

On July 11th, 1789, as Deputy in the French National 

Assembly, Lafayette introduced a bill calling for the passage of 

a declaration of the rights of man. Formally adopted by the 

Assembly 5 weeks later, the declaration appeared as the preamble 

to the French Constitution of 1791. This Declaration of the 

Rights of Man embodied the same fundamental beliefs about human 

liberty as those expressed the American Declaration of 

Independence and Bill of Rights. Together, those French and 
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American documents proclaim that all men are endowed with equal, 

God-given rights, that among these are, "Life, Liberty, and the 

Pursuit of Happiness." It is this shared commitment to human 

freedom that has formed the bedrock on which our fast friendship 

\ 
~ . U.....Q..t;~ .... -w.as.. buT"i t. And it was in the so many 

brave men gave their lives on the beaches of Normandy 40 years 

ago. 
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Thos~ · men, living and dead, gave us a priceless 
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of peace and prosperity in Europ~fBat t as endured now for 

legacy 

more 

than two generations. To preserve that legacy of peace, those of 

us who cherish liberty must continue to labor together. 

Your country and mine are members of an Alliance committed 

to the liberty of Western Europe. Of course, membership in the 

Alliance imposes its burdens. To demonstrate the American 

commitment to this continent, thousands of American troops must 

be stationed here in Europe, far from their homes and families. 

France, the United States, and all the Alliance nations, must 

spend more on defense than any of us like to do in peacetime. 

But the burdens we must bear in defending our freedom are far 

less than the horrors we would have to endure if we lost that 

freedom. 

I believe that the best way we can honor those who gave so 

much 40 years ago, is by rededicating ourselves today to the 

cause for which they fought: Freedom -- freedom for ourselves, 

freedom for our children, and freedom for generations yet unborn. 

Thank you and God bless you. 
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significance for the two centuries of friendship and alliance 

between your country and mine. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

r,1EMORANDUM 
5/21/84 

TO: BEN ELLIOTT/JANN DUVAL (Coordinate with Robert Kirnmitt) 

FROM: FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR.1'f"L' 

SUBJ : APPROVED PRESIDENTIAL ACTIVITY 

MEETING: Tape statement to be used in connection with the 
President's Visit to Normandy 

DATE: May 22, 1984 

TIME: 1:30 pm 

DURATION: 5 minutes 

LOCATION: Diplomatic Reception Room 

REMARKS REQUIRED: Yes 

MEDIA COVERAGE: 

FIRST LADY 
PARTICIPATION: No 

0 

NOTE: PROJECT OFFICER, SEE ATTACHED CHECKLIST 

cc: R. Darm an 
R. Deprospero 
B. Elliott 
D. Fischer 
C. Fuller 
W. Henkel 
E. Hickey 
G. Hodges 
C. McCain 
B. Oglesby 

J. Rosebush 
R. Scouten 
B. Shaddix 
W. Sittmann 
L. Speakes 
WHCA Audio/Visual 
WHCA Operations 
A. Wrobleski 
Nell Yates 

A. Lang 
R. Kirnmitt 
c. Mccaslin 




