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~ Farewell to a general

News clippings concerning
the death and funeral of
General of the Army Omar N.
Bradley.
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en. Omar Melson Bradisy, gho
led 2 million U.S, soldiers in World
«War IT and was the nation's last.
* five-star general, died Wednesday
" at the age of 88 in a New York
+City hospita),
»» Bradiey, who had resided at Fort
nBliss since 1977 and who was the
nation's first chairman of the Joint
- Chiefs of Staff, died of a stroke
.8t 5:30 p.m. MST at St. Luke's-Boo-
- sevelt Hospital Center, TR
_ = His wife, Kitty, was at his side,
“Army .Lt. Col. Charies MeClain
¢ A hospital spokeswoman said
>Bradley was taken to the emergen..
-6y room-at 7:15 p.m. New Ya:k.j
itime in a private car with his wife =
‘and’ three aides. Spokeswoman .
rAnne Burton said Bradley was “eps
‘sentially dead on arrival,"” and wj{f
:pronounced dead after etforts toes-}
 vive him-failed. Though the Army ;
psaid he died of & stroke, she said;
she died of 3 heart attack, . - 3
7 ‘Thepe was no immediate-ward.on
. why he was in New York. ~ | W
< Fort Bliss spokasmen said Bradley

3 will be buried at Arlington National—~

Cemetery in Washington, D.C., but .
funeral arrangements had not been
announced late Wednesday. ;

. White House officials said there
would be no comment until Thurs-
day morning. -

- Fort Bliss spokesmen said it was' .
uncertain whether Bradley’s. body -
would be returned to El Paso: for ‘3
special services, but - they-said '
there will be a special commemo-
rative service at the El Paso post..

1

Arrangements probably will be-:

i made Thursday, Lt Col. Ed

; MeDonald, public information offi-

. cer, sgid. - ¢ _

;—'-‘ Maj. Gen. John Ohlinger, Fort

E‘Bliu eommander, was away from
the post on temporary duty

E’Wodnesdly evening-when news of |

I"Bradley’s death reached El'Paso. -
: He' was :#xpected to .return late -
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Bradley’s iast public appearance
w35 at President Reagan'sh inau-
guraticn in January, where he was

“honorary grand marshal. The
aging general was wheeled onto
the stage in a wheelehair by actor

© 5 Jimmy Stewart.

© " Bradley had remained ob active
_ -duty and bad been in the Army al-
" ‘raost 70 years, more than any other
" 11.S. serviceman, and spent his last
I SQyears as general of the Army, A

‘act of Congress exempts five-star

- | officers from retiring, but allows

* them to pursue their own inter-
L ests, : :

- 1. " Bradley became the nation’s’

"-only five-star general — and
“"pnly man with the title general of
.. the Army — upon the death of for-
. mer _President Eigenhower - in
11989, . - L
" Besides Bradley and Eisen-
" hower, the nation has had three
i other five-star generals: HH, Ar-

i nold, Douglas. MacArthur lnd

3

}.-George C. Marshall. . s
i 'The equivalent Navy rank is
Fleet Admiral, a title that has been

held by Chester Nimitz, William F.

_Halsey, Ernest King and William
These ranks were created during
Worid War II. John J. Pershing,
- commander of the American Expe-
ditionary Force during World War-

1, wore four stars although Con- '
gress, through a special act,.con-: .
+ferred.six-gtar: rank and the .title « .

+General .of the Armies on him.

* - When Bradley came to Fort Bliss
'in. 1877, he said -it was because

- doctors told him the dry, warm -cli-
mate- of the-ares would heip his

arthritis.

* His aides only smiled when‘

someone’ mentioned the nearby
horse-racing tracks in New Mexico
and Juarez, Mexico.

Bradley was- multifaceted man
who could charm the nurses tnat
watched him -around the clock and

; getic wife, Kitty. He was calied the
| #wizard of Odds” because of his
{gmaly- $10 — but invana., «:cu-

i’keep pace with-his vibrant, ener- -

rate bets st the tyack,

He was a Missouri farm boy who
wanted to be a lawver but became
ttxl};'o cqml&anger of 1.3 million

Ds In the European Theater in
wWwiI

Bradley and his wife were ac-
cepted immediately into El Paso
society after they moved here from
California,

The town ceiebrated a “General
Bradley Day” in. 1977 0 welcome
him to his office at Fort Bliss.

... Though confined to a wheelchair

much of the time, Bradley often
made public appearances — usual- :
ly to be near what he called the °

- “wonderful’* soldiers at the base.

He was. a frequent guest of Ser-

~  geant Majors Academy graduation
‘ ceremonies at the post.

‘A duty NCO,. fielding a flurry ;

< of questions Wednesday night

about the general’'s death from :
callers across the country, said be .
was rushed and did not have time "
to talk, “but the troops sure en- |

- joyed” Bradle : .
e ybeing at Fort -

- The NCO said he had talked -

© briefly with Bradley four or_five

times since the general moved fo
Fort Bliss.

“When he first got here, he had
Thanksgiving dinner with - my
unit,” the NCO said. “He had lots
of tremendous stories to tell —
stories about his life. as a sol-
dier.” '

Bradley spent several hours each
day in his sand-colared office at the
base, usually with aides hovering

. around him to make sure he did not

overwork himself.

Arthritis in his legs had confined
Bradley to a wheelchair most of the
time. He suffered a severe stroke
in 1975 and in 1973 underwent sur-
gery to prevent a blood clot from
migrating to bis lungs,

He was hospitalized briefly for a_
viral infection in February, but
after his release, he spent time at
his office and attended a private -
celebration of his 88th birthday-
later that month. ) -
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In June 1879 he went to France

~ and England for observances
marking the 35th anniversary of -

D-Day, the Alhed invasion of Eu-

Bradlev rarely mentioned his in-

o firmities and, if he did, it was often’
" in a tone of puzziement morethan

pity:
“T've taken good care oi ‘my-
self,” he said in ome interview.
“I'm from hardy stock. you know
Baued on a farm.”
- ' Bradley was born in Clark Mo.,.
. Feb. 12, 1893, thesonofJohnSmith
and Sarsh Elizabeth Hubbard -
" Bradley. He was named Omar for
". an editor friend of the family. His
- middle name, Nelson, was- for a
. bometown doctor. * -
. His office at Fort Bliss was. ﬁlled
_with pictures of his contemporaries
- Winston Churchill, Field 3{ar-
.- shal Bernard Montgomery and for--
mer Presidents Euenhowa:; and
”,'Harry Truman.
i Hig first wife, Mary Quayle
i Bradley.diedmlsss and in 1968 he
married Kitty Buhler. a screen
. writer who wrote for television's
. #Dragnet,” ““The Untouchables"
b and My Three Sons,” . .

‘In addition to bis wife, Bradley is

.-.survived 1:y a daughter from his -

tirst marriage, Elizabeth Bradley
_Dorsey of W of Washington.

oaata e
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.the death of Gen. Omar Bradley.as
iif they bad lost ougcof their ovm,
Xpressing a ‘‘deep sense of loszs*
+38 active and retired. mﬂimﬁntﬁ-

ccials .characterized Bradley-as o

~igreat American hero whose gour-
v nae ‘inspired” all mihtu‘y peoplo.

!f Retired - Lt Gen ’Richard
“Knowles, former assistant chair |

~man of the Joint Chisfs pf aun.
vsaid he would put Bradlay in'ths
Meatagory:of Abrsham. Lhenln."

3. “He was the type of persoawic |,
MWun um o0t i Brgqlexdruxedmmvthjothgn«

New Mexico residents reacted sﬁny ;

" with,”””Knowles said. -

- Knowles, now living in Boswell,

+#W&as & captain in a tank destroyer

. group in Europe during World War
I1 ‘when Bradley was the com-: -

, mander,
" Enowles nld he saw Bradley ocea-
sionajly after the war, ‘

Enowles vecalled a. dediéation of
i»a-corridor in the Pentagon that was -
+ named after Bradley. Comedian -

- Bsb Hope .ttanded the dedica-
&cﬂ
Tha nawt dav Knowles ran .into’:

-walking down _the

s

fexicans recall generai

name Tm terribly gaddened by his .
desth, He was 30 comfertable to be

eorridor.
Knowles said Bradley told him this
was the first time he got to see the
corridor because- there was too

much actxvi d -
i - g e e

et e
" Maj. Gen:-Alan Nord, commmd-
ing general at White Sands Missile
Range, issued a brief statement
saying Bradley was *‘a great®
American'’ who “came from hum-

" ble beginnings and made giant con-

tributions to the natwn right up to i
the present.” X
Nond ‘said - Bradley addresud .

more than 300 White Sands employ-

.;ees and soldiers in February dur--
. ing National Patriotism Week. -

* “He won the enduring admu'a--;

".tion of that audience for his wit;

good humor, and strong principles -
of leadership which he illustrated

--with historieal examples," Nord -

-gaid.

Bradley, Nord said, wu “indeed -
'‘an American hero who atrength
.+ ened everyone he touch:

“We at White Sands are honéred .

- to have known this soldier’s soldier
. and keenly feel a sense of deep

loss,”" Nord said.

. Gen. Gerald Childress, head of.
Military Institute in

__New Mexico

Roswell, said he met Bradley while. -
" Childress was serving in the Penta-

~ gon in the 1960s.

“What always struck me about
the general was his humility and
absolute ' concern for people,”
Childress said. “He was a great

i - patriot. A great soldier and the best
- soldier-statesman we have hadina
long time."

R
Paul Griego, a master sergeant

" during World War I1, said from the

Las Cruces VFW hall that he had

" been wounded and taken to a hospi-

tal in Paris. He said he remembers

- Bradiey decorating him with a Sil-

ver Star and a Purple Heart and
:ﬁnmg him, “You're a good. sol-
er »
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Omar Nalson Bradley, who was
-regarded 2s cz2 of the greatest -
‘field generals of World War 11, was
;known as the ‘GI’s’ general” be-
reause Be wag thrifty with the blood -
»and Hyes of bz 2a.

’ “’{h“e Jalvia: tinnal fame

-tary tact'.ew-_x
of his recoid of

{zwit.h minimem los.ses. .

He led the 2nd Corps to victories. .

i nior
groumd forces (n .the mid-1944 &
Anzlo-Amenun invagion -of ibh*a
tress Europe. Germany lost the.l
bat’deof Franee when Bradley out-s".
generaled the:Nazis' best with a
megg.cular bretkthrough west ot
St

From leuierslnp of the U.S. ht
Army, he went to command of the
13th. Army - Group — orizina,lg
compesed of the 1st, 3rd and

.armies and later augmeated by the -

15& =~ and had an important m
muu the Germans ilck inb

& their homeland. goe
His - million-soldier - eommuut
“was the largest in+American hisx
t.ory ml includeqimolt S, tmon

it s el s
a gle, Br Ty
hegiometmes {felt he knew very
little about modern-war bacause of-
its complexity and enarmity, and
he believed # future war would be
_Yar mjnmble" than World
War LI, : T
“Weuwjutamteott.hbat the
eonclusion of this war in pilntless
planes, rockets and other things,"”
he told his fellow Missourians at a

homecoming celebration " a few -

weeks after Germany’s surrender.

“I'm frank — | don’t want to g0 .

through apother war.” -

After the atom bomb's destruc-
tiveness was demonstrated on
Japan, Bradley declared ‘‘atomic
power makes it necessary that we
have no more wars.'’ He said it was
essentia] for the United Nations to
succeed in its efforts to _preserve

B mm

-Arguing agamst ixolat.wmsm, be

- said, “If we once again risk disas-
»ter by turning our backs on the

Pot.her ehance. .. There is not.
L enough roam in the worldJor bath..

‘mandy - and h
troops.

‘commander of American:

. oot an Army or a Navy that sailed

said he never had any doubt :
the gutcome. When Germaz
Marsnal Kar! ven n.uuu,ucdt
g thn slangive, H

Twice the United States has
snatched victory out of defeat as
the arsfenal of democracy. In the
event of anoti g
come the targ:f Jar we shall be- ‘General Smith (3 v’alt..r Bedell

Bradley knsw firsi-hand about Smity) said to me, ‘Well, Brad,
- sm-mounﬁng diffieuities. He led the you've been askmg for a counterat-
American Ist Army in the invasion tack. Here it is.’ But ] didn’t waat
of the fortified beaches of Nor- one that strong.” ,

e went with the But Bradley said he knew it could
be stopped and demonstrated that
confidence by refusing to move his
headquarters, which were only 10
miles from the front lines in Lux-

“T'll see you on the beaches." he
told his soldiers before they set sail
from England on 2 June day in

1844, An embourg.
they cm‘idﬂ}?g’ &;d J;'je wﬁsm “ like it here." be said with a
stars on his shoulders.” He then smile,

On April 6, 1945, in the presence
of a rare assembly of high-ranking
American generals, Bradley for-
mally raised the U.S. flag over the
trowning fortress of Ehrenbreit-
stein, across the Rhine River from
Coblenz, and declared the Ger-
mans would have no doubt about

was a lieutepant general.
Bradley told American otﬁeera,

before the invasion of Normandy:

: “They say Barnum & Baxley had

- the “greatest show:on Earth,’ but
that will be only a sideshow com-
pared to the one you will be in, ... I
think you.are lucky to have this'

portuni who won World War 11
:rl:th you, ’t'y and I am happy td be Z7 “This time we shall leave the

" German people with no illusions
Essentially, Bradley said, it was  about who wan the war — and Do
legends about who lost the war," he
said. “They will know the brutal
- Nazi creed they adopted had led-
them ingloriously to total defeat."
" Bradley said after the war that
. the American Army that smashed
Germany was the finest in the
world in equipment, training and
brains. “‘Our Army at the end,” he
said, ‘‘made the vaunted German
army, supposedly invincible, look
like amateurs.”

The first post-war assignment of
this man who gave such close at-
tention his soldiers’ welfare on the
battlefield was to see they got their
due in peacetime. President Harry
Truman appointed him veterans
administrator.

in the invagion of France, but a
nation, He said the invasion ships !
were filled with the achievements
and - hopes of the American peo-

ple.

“Never in the long history of the
world has so huge an accumulation
of the world’s talents, wealth and
effort, thought, ingenuity and skill
been funneled into a single opera-
ton; never had an operation such
meaning to the future of the
world,” he said. )

The Allied b west of
St. Lo in the summer of 1944 was
a decisive action that cost the
__Nazis the battle of Frani ‘
T plang were Bradley's. He con-
ceived the breakthrough, planned
and executed it, although the grand

f the Frenc: m He believed the vast majority of
:ru;:t:gp:ed b; thlc;ec ol r- i p% veterans were better equipped for
mand. , life than when they went away to

At the end of 194; the Nazis' war. .

launched a desperate counteroffen-
sive and broke throug: the Allied
lines to form a threatenin; nulge in

. Belgium, Bradley rose to the occa-
. sion. He was awarded the Bronze

Star for his prompt acticn i meet-
ing and countering tnut

drive

- world, we shall not be gi an- f through the Ardeur.v:

A few months later Bradley wus
..promoted to full generai.
&

| -
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—(Times file pbato) -

Lr7LE, AT THE 197 SUN BOWL

BRADLEY AND CHIEF AIDE L. COL. AL 1

-
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: In the words

of the general

“I'm frank — I don’t want to
go tbrough another war.”

. "“There is not enougb room in
-the world for both civilization
and atomic conflict. Twice the
United States has snatched
victory out of defeat as the
arsenal of democracy. In the

event of another war, we shall -

become the target ”?

“Atomie power makes it.

necessary that we bave no

. “This time’-‘we shall leave the
German people with no '
illusions about who won the
war — and no legends about
who lost the war. They will

‘know that the brutal Nazi creed .

they adopted has led them
‘mgloz'xously to total defeat " i

“I never tbought about -
promotions. I tried to do my
job a little better than was
expected of me, to study a 11tt1e,

<harder than expected of me. "

i .Lu..li-.

April 9, 1981

say, ‘I’'ve done enough.

Page AlOQ

“I have never regreted
making a career of the

‘military. I have found it to be

an honorable professzon, and an
essennal one ‘

“To the: man Wbo has built a- -

‘bridge aeross the Rhine in 10

bours under artillery fire, there
is no limit to his |
accomplishment. A man wztb
the resiliency to.stand off his
enemy in the torturous cold of
a winter battle does not
fr1gbten or dzscourage easzly

“I don'’t thmk anyone can

'y

_ _ GEN. OMAR BRADLEY
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. The body of General of the Army Omar N Brad-
ley, who died late Wednesday in a New York hospi-
_tal, will be flown to E! Paso today and will lie in
" state at the main post chapel at Fort Bliss. :

 Details of funeral and memorial services for the
famous five-star general are to be announced later
today by the Department of the Army.

-An official release from the army Wednesday
night said that Bradley would be buried in Arling-
ton Naticnal Cemetery in Washington.. -

ED STARNES, C!V!LIAN publmaﬁaxrs spokes-
. man at Fort Bliss, said the general’s body will
~arrive at-International Airport today and will be
taken to the Hardmg Orr and McDa.mel main mor-

. tuary. -
-l", metherextwﬂlbetakentothemampost
chapel.

Details ef local services will be released laterl

+today, Starnes said.

A memorial service for Bradley is planned at the
military installation where the last of the nation’s
+ five-star generals had lived since 1977, a Fort Bliss
Army spokesman said today.

. “All of this is tentative at this point, but it has
;been confirmed that the general’s body will be
flown to El Paso today,” Starnes said,

HE SAID DETAILS of a memorial service were
incomplete but it was expected the body would be
on public view during the weekend.

An Army spokesman said burial for the general,
who was retired but still officially on active duty,
was expected to be schediled for Monday at Ar-
lington, with other details to be announced.

. Mayor 'I‘om Westiall said - that the city would

;evn [ U, TSR S-SR r.«n‘

*,
R

probably have some ind of memorial service for

~ Bradley, but he wasn’t sure when or where.

Speaking in a shaky voice from lus home Westfall
said “It's a great logs.” .

THE FORT BLISS and William Beaumont Offi-
cer's Wives Club Tea scheduled today has been
canceled due to the death of Bradiey. :

He was 88 years old. )

A spokesman for St. Lukes-Roosevelt Hospital
said Bradley was pronounced dead on arrival at the

.-hospital. He was accompanied by his wife, Kltty.
"-and aides, the spokesman said.

- One report gave the cause of death as cardiac
arrest.

Bradley, who bad served as the first chairman of

the Joint Chiefs of Staff, celebrated his last birth-
day on Feb. 12 at Fort Bliss where he and his wife
had been living since 1877. :
" MAKING UP IN competence what he lacked in
battlefield glamour, Bradley won four stars in
World War II (a fifth was added later) and the
sobriquet of “the honest mechanic.”

He commanded successively a division, a corps,
an army and finally the 12th U.S. Army Group in
Europe, which numbered more than 1.3 million
combat troops of four armies. In this capacity he
was the senior commander of American ground
forces in the mid-1944 invasion of Europe and
the subsequent defeat of the Nazi forces on the
Western Front.

n

o
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" The essence of his tactics was that the best way /ay to
tight a modern battle was ““slow and sure.”

“DON’T LET THIS blitzkrieg business fool you,”
he once said. “Today we can move our troops into
position much faster than ever before. We can
throw a whole division (13,000 men) 150 miles a day,
instead of 15 as in the last war.”

‘Tall (just over 6 feet), erect, lanky, bespectacled,
bony-faced, Bradley was a commander the G.L's
liked for the care he took with their lives — and
beczuse he looked the part of an infantryman.

In the field he wore an old, stained trench coat,
his G.1. trousers were stuffed intg paratroop boots,
and his field cap was unpretentious. His voice, a
Missouri drawl, was rarely raised in anger. He

gave the impression of being a plain, homely, stable

man, which_ indeed he was.

THE LATE A.J. LIEBLING, the writer who. co-
vered a number of Bradley’s campaigns, described
him as “the least dressed-up commander of an
American army in the field since Zachary Taylor,
who wore 2 straw hat.” And contrasting him with
the flamboyant Gen. George S. Patton Jr., Lieblmg
wrote:

‘After the Green Hornet, with his ruddy, truculent

face and his beefy, leather-sheathed calves, the
new general, lanky and diffidently amiable,
seemed a man of milk.” .

At the same time, however, he unpressed a war -

correspondent as ‘“‘a tough, knotty fighter with the
tremendous siedge-hammer persistence of Gen.

" (U.S.) Grant, the shrewdness of a New England

horse trader and the personal dignity of character
and integrity that can be compared only to the -

same spacwus qualmes shown always by Gen. Ro-
bert E. Lee."

" HE ALSO POSSESSED emormous self-confi-

dence. Bradley recounted the following colloquy

- that took place when, with Maj. Gen. William B.
, Kean Jr., he was drawing up an officer roster tor

the Normandy invasion:
““What a helluva responsibility this xs for you

 and me. to be pulling off the biggest invasion of the

war.’
“Kean nodded and stared at the map of Europe

* on the wall, ‘But Bill,’ I said frankly. ‘Who in the
‘ army knows more about it than we?'"’

Remarkably, Bradley had entered the war with-
out combat experience. A “book general” and the
product of an army establishment that placed a
high premium on honesty and honor, he had spent

his prewar years in routine assignments,

BORN IN THE BAMLET of Clark, Mo., on Feb.

L12 1893, Bradley was the son of a schoolteacher.

who died when his son was 13. The boy was named
Omar for a Missouri newspaper publisher and Nel-
son for the family doctor. In Moberly, Mo., where

- the youth grew, up, he acquired a love for hunting

and fishing and was known for shooting a gun ex-
pertly. His high school yearbook described him as
“caleulative." -

April 9, 1961 Page Al & A4

He went to West Point because his Sunday school
superintendent suggested it as the best choice for a
poor boy. His class at the United States Military
Academy, that of 1915, has become known as the
class the stars fell on. It provided more than 30 gen-
erals in Worid War II, ineluding General of the
Army Dwight D. Eisenhower and Gen. George E.
Stratemeyer, Air Foree commander in the ‘China-

~India-Burma theater.

. Cadet Bradley played football and baseball and

“was graduated 44th in a class of 164. (Eisenhower’s
rank was 25th),

THE SERIOUS AN’D shy second lieutenant
served a tour of duty along the Mexican border in
1916 and received a temporary promotion to major
in World War ] without seeing service outside the
United States,

After the war, he drew duty as a teacher of mili-
tary science and tacties at South Dakota State Col-
lege, and in 1920 he was posted to West Point for

four years as an instructor in mathematics. These,

followed the well-worn groove of a proifessional
soldier in peacetime: teaching courses and taking
them; duty at the Command and General Staff
School and the Army War College. His most glam-
orous tour was a hiteh in Hawaii.

In 1939, Bradley was assigned to the general staff -

in Washington. Ten years earlier his work at Fort
Benning, Ga., had caught the attention of Lt. Col.
George C. Marshall. and in 1941 Marshall plucked
Bradley out of Washington and sent him to Fort
Benning, Ga., to convert the tiny infantry school
there into a massive center capable of handling
14,000 officer candidates at a time.

BRADLEY DID THE JOB with commendable
dispatch and without raising his voice.

In February 1943, the situation in Tunisia was
deteriorating after the Anglo-American landing in
Morocco and Algeria in November 1942. The com-
bined forces had narrowly failed to take Tunis by a
coup de main to catch Gen. Erwin Rommel’s Afrika
Korps in the rear as Gen. Bernard Law Montgom-
ery’s British army had driven it across Libya.

The British, Americans and French were bogged
down in mud, cold and discouragement in Tunisia,
and there had been much criticism of the quali-
ty of the American command in operation.

Bradley became deputy commander of the U.S. II
Corps fighting in the Tebessa area under Patton.
His main-duty, however, was to act as Eisen-
hower’'s eyes and ears along the entire front.

THE PRESENCE OF A senior officer out of the

chain of command is always irksome to the respon-

:iiblecommanders. and this occasion was no excep-
on.

But Eisenhower had appraised his men correctly
when he wrote of Bradley: “He was a keen judge of
men and their capabilities and was absolutely
fair and just in his dealings with them. Added to
this, he was emotionally stable and possessed a
grasp of the larger issues that clearly marked
him for high office.”

- Generals, junior officers and G.1.'s dug in among
-the hills of Tunisia soon became familiar with the
grave, low-voiced officer who peered over his
glasses in a fatherly fashion as he made it clear to
them that he was not on hand to criticize, but te
gather information to prevent another setback such
;s the Americans had suffered at Kasserine

ass. A
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BRADLEY WAS PLACED in command of II
Corps after Patton had received another assign-
ment, and he led it to the capture of the French
naval base of Bizerte. He was promoted to lieuten-
ant general.

When he could spare the time, Bradiey was with
his troops in field inspections, watching them run
obstacle courses and engage in mortar practice, “I

_will see you on the beaches,” he told the G.L’s,

Although Montgomery was in direct command of
the assault landings in Normandy on June 6, 1344,
the command of the First Army and ultimate-
ly of the 12th Army Group was held by Bradley
through the remainder of the fighting in France and
Germany. He was ashore less than 24 hours after
the %irst Allied units hit the Normandy beaches.

THE FIRST ARMY, numbering 21 divisions,

began its breakout from the coagtal regions late in _

June behind a tremendous carpet of air bombard--
ment. . )

On Aug. 1, the Allied ground force command
changed. Montgomery was given command of the.
British 21st Army Group, while the 12th Army.
Group was placed under Bradiey, who was respons,
sible only to Eisenhower.

Patton’s Third Armmy managed a breakthrough at
Avranches and fanned southward and finally east~:
ward and northward to close in on the rear of the
German Seventh Army at Falaise. Supporters of

Montgomery have pointed out that he was facing: ‘

more formidable opposition, but Bradley feit the:
British should have made a greater effort to-closes
the narrow Falaise gap through which the greater
part of the German -Seventh Army managed ‘to:
squeeze to temporary safety. As it was, more thans
70,000 Germans were caught in the trap.  ...au

. WHILE THE BRITISH and Canadian armies
were pushing north along the English Channel,
.Paris was recaptured by the Second French Ar-
‘mored Division and other elements of the First
French Army, aided by Patton’s V Corps and the
French Forces of the Interior. As the Germans
retreated toward the Rhine, hopes ran high for a
quick end to the war in Europe. ‘

September 1944 was, as Bradley put it, “the
_month of the Big Bust.” Paris had fallen, and by.
Sept. 14 the front line extended from a region north
of the channel port of Dunkirk through Antwerp and
Aachen, Metz and Nancy down to the Swiss and
Italian borders. IR )

On Sept. 3, American tanks broke across the Ger-
man border near Aachen, and Bradley pulled up

stakes at Dreux, a few miles east of Paris, and -

gstablished his army group command post at Ver-
un,

BUT THE IMPETUOUS Americans had outrun
their supply lines and lost their momentum. For the
next two months, Bradley and the impatient Patton
were to wait at the German border for gasoline and |
ammunition. The dash for the Rhine had fallen just

_short of success.

6
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tween Bradley and Montgomery in the matter of
oriority for supplies. German resistance had stif-
fened on the British froat as well as in front of
Bradley’s men, and Eisenhower was called upon to
make a decision between the British proposals for
operations and those proposed by Bradley. Mont-

gomery wanted to ram a spearhead through to the .

industrial Ruhr Valley. Bradley favored a broad
advance along the line into Germany.

The Germans, however, were massing for a des- -

perate attempt to break through the Ardennes to
capture the port of Antwerp. Field Marshal Gerd
ven Rundtedt kad aceumulated 600 tanks for this
last garrison finish. '

“INTHE FAC!F of this astonishing build up, I had
greatly underestimated the enemy’s offensive ca-
pabilities.” Bradley recalled in his memoirs. “My
embarrassment was not unique, for it was shared
not only by the army commanders but by Montgom-
ery and Eisenhower as well.

The cheek administered to the 12th Army Group

in the Battle of the Buige led to pressure from the
British to return Montgomery to his former po-
sition as commander of the ground forces. Bradley
told Eisenhower flatly that he would not serve
under Montgomery and that “you must send me
home, for if Montgomery goes in over me, I will

.ha.ve lost the confidence of my command. It was -
Winston Churchill, British prime minister, who

poured oil on the troubled waters.

After Germany's capitulation, Bradley returned
to Washington and took over as head of the Veter-
ans Administration from 1945 to 1947. He then be-
came Chief of Staff of the Army and served two
terms as chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, de-
. }lagas?ng in 1954. He was made a five-star general in

AFTER STEPPING DOWN — he did not retire
because Generals of the Army are considered as
always available for recall to active duty — he
joined the Bulova Research and Development La-
boratories. He was later named board chairman of
its parent company, the Bulova Watch Company.
He was also on the board of the Food Fair Stores

.and-of Métro;goldwyn-}dayer. . :

" There ensued a lengthy period of tug-of-war be=
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NEW YORK (UPI) — General of
-the Army Omar Nelson Bradley, the

last of America’s five-star generals

and a World War II hero was so loved
by his troops they cailed him the
“GI's General.

President Reagan today issued the
following statement on the death of
Bradley: oo _
" 91 JOIN ALL Americans in mourn-
ing tHe death of General of the Army
Omar N. Bradley.

“Fgr 69 years he wore the colors of...
an American soldier — with courage,”

integrity, professionalism and, above
all, honor. Even as he rose in rank,
humility never left his side. He was
the “G.1L.’s general” hecause he was,
always, a G.1.

“Iv World War II his conspicuously
brilliant leadership thrust him to the
top of the U.S. military command.
Whether at Normandy, North Africa,
or Sicily, the Bradley command al-
ways. meant good fortune for free-
dom’s defenders.
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. mourns death

oved general

“General Bradley’s memory will be
revered by his countrymen. He left to
us exemplary qualities that long will
be the standard of every soldier who
takes the solemn pledge to defend this
nation.

“Nancy and I were honored to have
Omar Bradley as our friend and hon-
ored that one of his last public appear-
ances was at my inaugpration. Both
of us extend to General Bradley's
family our deepest sympathies.”

IN WASHINGTON, Army Secre-
‘tary John Marsh Jr. mourned Brad-
ley’s death as “‘a loss not only for this

nation but for all freedom-loving peo-

ple of the world.”
‘“He takes his place in lnstory as a
great patriot, & peerless military

leader and an individual dedicated to -

the cause of peace in the world "
Marsh said.

The shy, homely Bradley — born to
a poor Missouri family — became the
first chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff and was among a select few to

e b

-

serve the nation as 3 five-star gener-
al. ,

CONSIDERED 2 brilliant military-

strategist, he led the 12th U.S. Army
Group in Europe during World War II,
which numbered more than 1.3 mil-
lion combat troops.of four armies.
The men of his command swept
across France and into Germany and
played a vital role in ending Adolf
Hitler’s Reich.

Bradley found more pride, howev-
er, in being the epitome of the infan-
tryman, the foot soldier.

His troops called him the “GI's

wearing an old stained trench coat,

his G.I. trousers stuffed into para-

troop boots and his field cap.

“THEY. CONSIDER me one of
them,’ he told UPI in 1969 — the year
former President Dwight D. Eisen-
hower died, making Bradley the na-
tion’s last surviving ﬁve-star gener-
al,

" The only other generals of that rank
in U.S. history were Henry Harley Ar-
nold, Douglas MacArthur, George
Marshall and before that — George
Washington. John Pershmg was
named General of the Armies in 1918,
but turned down the fifth star.

During World War II, Bradley was

given command of the United States

II,Corps in North Africa by Eisen--

hower — his classmate at West Point.

General” and he dressed the part.
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A living legend”

ved in El Paso

By BILL THOMPSON
Herald-Pest Staf Writae

:oeral of the Army Omar Nelson Bradley, 38,
ast of the great generals of World War I, and
snly five star general of the Army in the
2d States, died at 7:30 Wednesday night of an
rent stroke in a New York hospital.
rdley, who chose to spend his last years in El

was a living legend, a man who was born in a
. rural town in Missouri and rose to become
“the great military commanders of all time, a

vho was still recognized h .
traveled, gnized and honored whefev

QUTLIVED MOST if not ail of the at men-
litary leaders of World War I -Ersvinston
ill, ‘Charles DeGaulle, Dwight D. Eisen-r
Sir Bernard Montgomery, General Douglas
thur and General George Patton. Bradley:
tive until the day he died, spending time!
to troops at Fort Bliss, engaging in many El;
vic endeavors and traveling,
ey toured a number of Army posts including!
.after in Hawaii and Fort Sam Houston inj
:onio before decidingto live in El Paso:.-
xd Lt. Col. Vince Carafano, former Publicy
officer at Fort Bliss, said Bradley arriv
cember 9, 1977 and was quartered in th
ome of the commanding general of Wit
sumont Army Medical Center. . .. |
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Bradley loved ceremony
when touring Fort Bliss

tdrom Page A-1-
WRADLEY WOBKED out of a suite
of$ttices on the Lower Post at Beau-

mont and quicklyengaged in a heavy
schedule of social and cultural aetivi-

ties in the eity. But his main thrust

was giving inspirational talks to can-
didates at the Army Sergeant Majors
Academy, at the Air Defense School
and to troop units.

As an officer with more active duty
time than any other perscn in the
army, he strictly observed pomp and
ceremony. He visited Fort Bliss din-
ing halls on each Thanksgiving Day,

an old Army tradition, Col. Carafano-

said. ,

Fort Bliss officials released an offi-
cial Department of the Army state-
mex(xit late Wednesday night that
read: o

It is witd great sadness that the See-
retary of the Army, John Q. Marsh Jr.
and Army Chief of Staff, General Ed-
ward C. Myer, announce the death of
General of the Army Omar N. Brad-

ley, the First Chairman of the Joint

Chiefs of Staff and until his death this

country’s highest ranking military of-.
ficer - : i

:MRS. BRADLEY was with the gen-
eral when he died. ’

Bradley had served his country for
more than 30 years in the rank of

Ganeral of the Army, He entered the

U.S. Military Academy in September
1914 '
<Secretary Marsh said, ‘‘General
Bradley’s passing is a loss not only for
thig'nation but for all freedom laving
people of the world. His service exem-

e
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- Rradley as a teen-ager in Germany., A
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plified the highest standards of lead-
ership. He takes his place in history
as a great patriot, a peerless military
leader and an.individual dedicated to
the cause of peace in the world.”

GENERAL MYER said, ‘“General
Bradley was truly one of our greatest
soldiers. With his passing the army
and the nation have lost one of the
most devoted and selfless men ever to
wear the uniform of the United States..
Today’s soldiers will miss him.”

Bradley is survived by his wife, the

tormer Kitty Buhler and one daugh-
ter, Elizabeth Bradley Dorsey of
Washington, D.C. R

Burial will be in Arlington National
Cemetery. Burial arrangements will
be announced later.

A FOBRMER aide, retired Lt. Col.
George J. Raunam, probably ex-
pressed the feeling best that many
persons probably have about Brad-
ley’s death.

*“A whole era is gone, a whole chap-
ter of history, and it is very sad. I
4hink the thing that impressed me the
most was that he was always humble,
always reachable. He had kings and
presidents at his beck and cail but he .
was just as reachable to a private as)
to a king,” Raunam said. !

“Why did you like the guy? Because
i?u were always.comfortable with

m.H .

Raunam became acquainted with

veteran of World War II, Korea and
Vietnam, he served as an aide to
Bradley in 196869 and as his senior
aide de camp from June 1978 until
September 1978, e e
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xsGeneral of the Army Omar Bradley and his wife Kitty in 1980
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They shaped the course of World War Il
Field Marshal V}scounf Montgomery of England, Gen. right), phatographed together in 1946, played

Dwignt D, Eisenhower and Gen. Omar Bradley (left to  roles in shaping the course of World War |1,
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ursdiey——calm clean-thinking

righting man’
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By DERRY EADS
Harald-Post Statt Writer
Just before the invasion of Normandy in World War II, Lt. Gen.
Hobart Gay, retired, joined Gen. Omar Bradley in London.
. Despite the awesome task before him, Bradley dlsplayed no
signs of mental or physical stra.m. :

“GEN. BRADLEY WAS A calm, clean-thmkmg fighting man,”
Gay recalls, “He was a very excellent leader and greatly ad-
mired by ail.” .

Gay was Gen. George Patton’s chief of staff during the war.
Although Patton and Bradley crossed roads numerous txmes.
Gay only had brief contacts with Bradley.

“I am glad to see that he passed away without any struggle,”

said Gay after hearing of Bradley’s death Wednesday nightof a

heart attack in New York. Gay lives at 4128 O'Keefe Drive with
his wife Alzina. .

Gay'’s fondest memory is of a meeting between Bradley, who
was in charge of the U.S. 12th Army Group, Patton, who served
under him as the Third Army leader and Allied Supreme Com-
mander Gefi. Dwight D. Eisenhower.

“WHEN THE WAR WAS getting close to the end, Gen. Eisen-
hower, Gen. Bradley and Gen. Patton had a meeting called by
_Gen, Eisenhgwer. It was held out.in the open with nobody else

around except for myself. It was there that Gen. Patton suggest-
ed to Gen. Eisenhower: ‘Why don’t you take Berlin?"

“Gen. Eisenhower said, ‘We can't do it.’ '

“‘Gen. Patton stomped back and forth and said ‘Hell, I can take
it in 48 hours.’

. “Gen, Eisenhower said, ‘“Who would

want to take it.'

‘“‘Gen. Bradley will agree with me
that history will answer that ques-
tion,’ said Gen. Patton.

‘“THAT SO IMPRESSED ME that I
made it part of the official record.
Bradley said, ‘I wholeheartedly agree
with Gen. Patton.'”

The next day, according to Gay,
Patton’s 3rd Army was sent south into
Czechoslovakia to “fight 100,000 die-
hard Germans.’* Not a single shot was
ftxged because the German's werent

ere.

Gen. Gay :

Bradley was with the IT Corps in Africa when Gay first met him
in 1942, “T never served directly under Gen. Bradley,” Gay says,
“‘but he was always very eourteous to me although I was far down

_the line of command at the time.”

GAY TALKED BRIEFLY TO Bradley after the general haq
taken Sicily on July 10, 1843.

Gay was stationed at Fort Meyers, Va,, in 1950 when Bradlei
was promoted to the rank of five-star general Bradley wa*
housed on the same base at that time.

“Our daughter and Gen. Bradley's daughter Elizabeth werg
such good friends,” said Mrs. Gay. “When Gen. Bradley was
made commander-in-chief, there certainly was a lot of ac
tivity at his house. That was the last time we saw him until he
came to El Paso.” 4

S

GAY, WHO WAS PROBABLY closer to Patton than anyone'

" during WWIL, survived the post-war crash that proved fatal to

Patton.

“We had just crossed some railroad tracks when a t.ruck.
coming from the other direction, turned right in front of us. The
crash didn’t knock me out of my seat. Gen. Patton asked me
whether I was all right and then asked the driver whether he was
fine. He then said ‘T believe [ am paralyzed. Rub my hand and
'shoulders,’ which I did. ‘Go ahead and rub them,’ he saxﬁ
again. That was when I knew he was paralyzed.

“Fartunately, a doctor drove by and took care of Gen. Patton.

Gen. Patton died four days .ater ” )

e v
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General of the Army Omar Bradley, then the
nation‘s oniy living five-star general, was greeted
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~Classmate recalls
| i?appy"mem@ries

== By MARGO HERNANDEZ
Herald-Post Staff Writer - -
With his Cadet Register in his
hand, and artifacts from a military
career filling his home, Col. H.
Crampton Jones, retired, was
ready to talk about his friend, Gen-
leral of the Army Omar N. Brad-
ey
Jones, 87 speaks with first-hand

knowledge of two of his friends, .

West Point classmates and heroes.

- Both Bradley and Dwight D. Eisen-

‘hower are military heroes — one
went on to become president.

- BUT JONES chose to bring up
only happy memories of Bradiey,
casting aside for the moment
mourning his death in New York
Wednesday.

From their home in Central El
Paso, Jones, with his wife offering

gentle reminders from across the °

room, said some of his fondest me-
mories are of Bradley the athlete.

The colonel remembers well be-
cause as his ‘wife Harriot put it,
“You get to know people pretty
well in the Army when you get sta-
tioned together two times.”

JONES SAID that most of his
classmates remember Bradley as
the school’s left fielder who could
throw out a runner at home plate.
“Everybody remembers him' as
the left fielder on the baseball
team, He was an athlete and a very
fine one.’

Jones said he remembers him
also as an ardent hunter and crack
shot at the military academy who
would shoot pheasant around the
campus.

The colonel said that Bradley
along with another famous class-
mate, Eisenhower, were known for
their athletic skills. .

JONES GRADUATED from
West Point in 1916, a year after
Bradley, making him the oldest liv-
ing graduate in the El Paso area
following Bradley’s death.

Jones said, he and his wife along
with Bradley and his first wife
Mary were housed in quarters in
“‘the Rachelnr Ruilding.”

e e veswEwe  a ————

“We knew each other quite
well,” Jones said. In the days of
smaller classes at the academy
Jones said, “Everyone knew ey-
eryone else,”

BRADLEY AND Jones, after
leaving the academy, went sepa-
rate ways. Jones to “chase Pancho
Villa with Gen. Pershing."” Both re-
turned to West Point as instruc--
tors.

After a four year stint as math in-
structors both Bradley and Jones
were then sent to Hawaii, each for-
three years, in 1924.: After Hawaii
they parted ways for awhile but
met again before thg, D-Day Inva-

sion of Normandy.

Not long after the mvasion in
which Jones commanded an artil-
lery group, he said he again visited
Bradley in his field ‘headquarters
housed in a tent. Jones said ‘It was
said that he commanded more men
than any other man."

FOR THE JONESES, who met
Bradley again when he chose to
live in El Paso in December of 1977,
they think only of him as a “gentle,
ml)ble kind of fellow and very sim-
P e-n

"Mrs. Jones said when he intro-
duced himself, even after his status
as Head of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
he would say as he held out his
hand, “Hi, I'm Omar Bradely,”
rather than “Hello, I'm General of
the Army Omar Bradley.”

‘‘His dominant trait was com-
mon sense,’’ Jones said, which was
what made him a great general.

HOWEVER, JONES said that he
knows Bradley was a friendly per-
sclm “who liked to be with peo-
ple "

Jones held the Cadet Register
which lists all Cadets who entered
and graduated from the Academy
from 1802 {o 1980.

Dressed in a black suit, white
shirt and striped tie, Jones read

" some of Bradley's accomplish-

ments listed in the book. “From
1949 to 1953, he was Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. In 1350 he
was promoted to General of the
Army. In 1953, he was brought back
to active military duty."

Page A4

JONES READ other accomplishe
ments, such as Bradley’s positis
as adminisirator for the vV
Administration from 1945 =
Bradley’s award of the Distin-
guished Service Medal and the Syl
vanus Thayer medal awardzd by
the academy in recognitien of the
iounder of the academy.

Jones, however found himseif at
a loss to explam his feelings about
the death oi Bradiey. He thought
about it for a short while than gaid
“I don't know what to say.”

Then he recalled that he had re.
ceived a call informing him sf the
death from the wife of Bradiey's
aide. “She called and said ‘Just be~
fore he left here, he had & physical
and had a good report.”

ONE OF THE things tha: zame
to his mind during the conversation
was that when Bradley arrived in
El Paso, he was always called on
as the oldest graduate of the acade-
my to speak during the Founder's
Day ceremonies. Jones said that
prior to Bradley’s arrival, that task
had fallen on him for seven to eight
years.

“Now I'm the oldest again. I'll
probably be the one to speak next
1March. There aren't too mazy of us
eft.”
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GEN. OMAR BRADLEY

Gen. Omar
Bradley is
dead at 88

NEW YORK — (AP) —
General of the Army Omar
Nelson Bradley, who led a
million U.S. soldiers in World
War I and was the nation’s
last five-star general, died
yesterday at the age of .88.

Bradley, who also was the

i nation’s first chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, died of a
heart attack at 7:30 p.m. EST
at St. Luke’s-Roosevelt Hospi-
tal Center in New York City.
His wife, Kitty, was with him. .

Since 1977 he had lived at |
Fort Bliss, Texas. He was in
New York for an award din-
ner at the 21 Club. ,

His last public appearance
was at President Reagan’s
inauguration, where he was
honorary grand marshal.

BRADLEY HAD remained on
active duty and had been in
the Army almost 70 years,
more than any other US. |
serviceman. He had spent the
last 30 years as general of the
Army

25
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The Houston Post

Gen. Omar Br

Post News Services

NEW YORK — Gen. Omar Nelson
Bradley, who led a million U.S. soldiers
in World War I and was the natlon’s last
five-star general, died Wednesday at the
age of 88, hospital officials said.

Bradley, who also was the nation’s
first chalrman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staft, died of a stroke at 6:30 p.m. CST at
St. Luke's-Roosevelt Hospltal Center,
with his wife, Kitty, at his side, said
Army Lt. Col. Charles W. McClain.

A hospital spokeswoman said Bradley
was taken to the emergency room at 6:15

p.m. in a private car with his wife and
three aides. Spokeswoman Anne Burton
sald Bradley was ‘“essentially dead on
arrival,” and wags pronounced dead after
efforts to revive him (ailed. Although the
Army sald he died of a stroke, she said
he died of a heart attack.

His last public appearance was at
President Reagan’s Inauvguration. The
general was wheeled onto the stage in a
wheelchair by actor James Stewart.

“Gen. Bradiey’s passing is a loss not
only for this nation but for ali freedom-
loving people of the world,” said Army
Secretary John O. Marsh Jr. “HIs serv-

ice exempllllea our natton’s highest
standard of léadership. He takes his
place in history as a great- patriot, a
peerless military leader and an Individu-
al dedicated to the cause of peace in the
world.”

“Gen. Bradley was truly one of our
greatest soldlers,” said Army Chief of
Statf Gen. E.C. Meyer. “With his passing
the Army and our nation have lost one of
the most devoted and selfless men to
ever wear the military uniform of the
United States. Today’s soldiers will miss
him.” |

White House dficials said there would

be no comment until Thursday morning.

Bradley had been confined 1o a wheel-
chalr since sulfering a severe stroke in
1975. In 1973 he underwent surgery to
prevent a blood clot from migrating to
his lungs.

Burial will be in Arlington National
Cemetery, the Pentagon said. Funeral
arrangements will be announced.

Bradley’s greatest source of pride was
that he was the epitome of the infantry-
man, the foot soldier. He was known as
the “GI’s General.”

““They cousider me one of them,” he
told UPT in an interview in 1969,

Good morning!

It's Thursday, April 9, 1981

wdley dies at 88

Under Gen. Dwight Esseahower, Brad-
ley was field commander for the Ameri-
can forces thatl stormed ashore And
opened the western front on D-Day, June
6, 1944, .

ffe was placed in overall commpnd
then of a force of more than 1.3 mitlion
American combat troops in four arinies
which swept across France and o
Germany and played a vital rolg in
bringing Hitler’s Reich 10 it knees.

Bradley retired from active service in
1953 but he kept a keen interest in thili-

Ploase see Gen. /page :ZIA
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Bradley dles

Nation’s last 5-star

general led a milion U.S.

soldiers in World War i

News Focus/Below

NEWS FOCUS

Omar Bradley, last of the
five-star generals, dies at 88
Led U.S. ground forces in Europe invasion

By Alden Whitman
New York Times News Service

EW YORK — Gen. Omar

N. Bradley, a World War

11 hero who was the last

of the nation's fivestar
generals, died yesterday in New
York City. He was 88.

A spokesman  for St Lukes-

Rooseveit Hospital said Bradley
was pronounced dead on arrival at
the hospital. He was accompanied
by his wife, Kitty, and aides, the
spokesman said. |

One report gave the cause’ of
death as cardiac arrest.

Bradley, who had served as the
first chairman of the Joint Chiefs

LOS ANGELES HERALD IXAME{NER,

day Feb. 12 at Fort Bliss in El Paso,
Texas, where he and his wife had
been living since 1977.

Bradley was recovering from a
viral infection in February and had
earlier been confined to a wheel
chair because of knee problems
going hack to his days as a West
Point football player.

A Pentagon spokesman said
Bradley had remained officially on
active duty until his death.

He attended President Reagan’s
inauguration in January in a
wheelchair pushed by actor James
Stewart. .

Making up in competence what
he lacked in battlefield glamour,
Bradley won four stars in World
War Il (a fifth was added later) and
a reputation as “the honest me-

of Staff, celebrated his last hirth- . chanic,”

.
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He commanded successively, a
division, a corps, an army and
finally the 12th U.S. Army Group in
Europe, which numbered more
than 1.3 million combat troops of
four armics. In this capacity, he
was lhe senior comimander of
American ground forces in the
mid-1944 invasion of Europe and
the subsequent defeat of the Na:i
forces on the Western Front.

It was Bradley who linked up
with Soviet Marshal Ivan Stepanov-
ich Konev on the banks of thp Elbe
River on April 25, 1945, a dramatic
meeting that symbohzed the eml of
the German ariny.

Earlier, on April 6, wuh the
Germans' doom imminent, Bradley
had raised the US.-flag over lhe
fortress of Ehrenbreistein, across
the Rhine from Coblenz, and de-

THURSDAY,
clared that the Geruan: could
have 1o doubt aboeut the war's
outcone,

“This time we shodb o the
German people witl, o & 0 aks
about v'ho won they w - . po

legend: about who . i al,

he said. “They will tow Lo the
brutal Mazi cresd e oy ne
led them inglociousty w 1 de
feat.”

In plowing across Fruace .iom
the Normandy lancing: «f e
1844, and through Guerasny tooty
Eibe, Bradley achieved a vepata-
tion as a britliant tactzeian, the
foundations of which had heen laid
in his campaigns in MNorth Africa
and Sicily. The essence of his
tactics was that the best way to

News Focus A 18, Col 1
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tary affairs and headed the U.S. contin-
gent that went to Normandy on the 25th
anniversary of D-Day.

A man with organizational genius,

of Bulova and in his later years spent
much time traveling between its New
York headquarters and Los Angeles,
where he built a home on thé crest of a
high hill behind Sunset Bouievard.

His first wife dled in the 1940s and in
1966 he remarried. He had one daughter,
Elizabeth Bradley Dorsey, who lives in
Waghington, D.C.

A soft-spoken man, Bradley was hard
as nalils and kept under reins more flam-
boyant types such as Gen. George Pat-
ton, who was his subordinate officer on
the western front. His feuds with hig
British counterpart, Field Marshal Ber-

A

nard L. Montgomery, became legend al-
though Bradley later contended they got
along well.

His toughest hoyr was as the man-an-
the-spot at the Normandy invaslon. He
was aboard the cruiser Augusta on D-

Day and the ship went to within 4,000
Bradley became chalrman of the board 'Yards of the shore to help In the bom-

bardment of German fortifications while
American troops waded ashore at Utah
and Omaha beaches.

Elsenhower and Bradley were In the

same graduating class of 1915 at the.
Unlted States Military Academy at West'

Point and the two men later became
close friends.
Like Tke, Bradley was an avdent golf
er, He had to glve up the game In recent
ears because of a bad knee but he had
n Indoor putting green in his home with
artlficlal turf where he putted with visi-
tors for a quarter a hole. He also was a
horseracing buft and spent many after-
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noons at the tracks.

Born In Clark, Mo., Feb. 12, 1893,
Bradley was named Omar for an editor
friend of the famlly and Nelson for the
jocal doctor. He was appointed to West
Point in 1911 and graduated 44th in his

class. He rose to the rank of major in:

World War I while serving with the 14th

Infantry ment but reverted to cap-
itain in 1820 in the general postwar
-reduction.

In 1941 he was promoted to brigadier

general and became commandant of the -

Infantry School.

Bradley became the nauon 's only five-
star general ~ and the only man with
the title General of the Army - upon the
death of Elsenhower in 1969.

Besides Bradley and Elsenhower, the
nation has had three five-star generals:
H.H. Arnold, Douglas MacArthur and
George C. Marshall.

The equivalent Navy rank is Fleet

Gen. Omar Bradley dies at 88

Admiral, a title held by Chestet Nimltz
Willlam F, Halzey, Ernest ng hhd Wil-
liam Leahy

These ranks were crt‘mtedl ,during
World War IL. John J. Pershihg, com-
mander of the American Expeditionary
Force durlng World War 1, wote four
.stars although Congress, through a spe-
cial act, conferred six-star rank and the
title General of the Armies on him.

Bradley suffered a stroke on March17,
1975, at his home In California. He was
hospitalized, and underwent brain sur-
gery on March 26. His recovery after the
operation was swift and without compli-
catlons, and hospital officials’ réported
that there was no permanent lmpajrm(ant
of his faculties. :

Bradiey had kept a fu}l bqslness
schedule each day and traveléd: exten-
'sively. A birthday party among friends
and colleagues at Fort Bliss, T¢m be-
came a yearly tradition. 0
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fight a modern battle was “slow
and sure.”

Tall (just over 6 feet), erect,
lanky, bespectacled, bony-faced,
Bradley was a commander the Gis
liked for the care he took with
their lives — and because he
"Tooked the part of an infantryman.

In the field he wore an old,
stained trench coat, his GI trousers
stuffed into paratroop boots and an

- unpretentious field cap. His voice,

- a Missouri-drawl, was rarely raised
i anger. He gave the impression of
being a plain, homely, stable man,
which indeed he was.

-Remarkably, Bradley had -en-
tered the war without combat
‘experience. A “book general” and
the product of an Army establish-

B'rd|ey won third star n 1943 ...

ment that placed a high premium
on honesty and. honor, he had

spent his prewar years in routine

professorial assignments.
Born in the hamlet of Clark, Mo,,

son of a schooiteacher.

He went to West Point because
his Sunday school superintendent
suggested it as the best choice for a
poor boy. His class. at the United
States Military Academy, that of
1915, has become known as the
class the stars feil on. It provided
more than 30 generals in World
War II, including General of the
Army Dwight D. Eisenhower and-
Gen. George E. Stratemeyer, Air
Force commander in the China-
India-Burma theater.

The serious and shy second
lieutenant served a tour of duty
along the Mexican border in 1916
and received:a temporary promo-
tion to major in World War I
without seeing service outside the
United States. t

After the war, he drew-duty as a
teacher of military science and
tactics at South Dakota State Col-
lege and, in 1920, he was posted to
West Point for four years as an

on Feb. 12, 1893, Bradley was the

... a five-star general in 1981

instructor in mathematics.

In 1939, Bradley was assigned to
the general staff in Washington.
Ten years earlier his work at Fort
Benning, Ga., had caught the atten-
tion of Lt. Col. George C. Marshall,

and in 1941 -Marshall plucked Brad
ley out of Washington and sent him
to Fort Benning, Ga., to convert the
tiny infantry school there into a
massive center capable of handling
14,000 officer candidates at a time.

In February 1943, the situation in
Tunisia was deteriorating after the
Anglo-American landing in Mo-
roeco and Algeria in November
1942, :

.Bradley was named deputy com-
mander of the US. II Corps fight-
ing in the Tebessa area under Gen.
George Patton.

Bradley was placed in command
of I Corps after Patton had re-
ceived another assignment, and he
led: it to the capture of the French
naval base of Bizerte. He was
promoted to lieutenant general.

Although Montgomery was in
direet command of the assault
landings in Normandy on June 6,
1944, the command of the First
Army and uitimately of the 12th

Army Group was heid by Bradiey
through the remainder of the
fighting in France and Germany.

He was ashore less than 24 hours.

after the first Allied units hit the
Normandy beaches. :

After Germany’s capitulation,
Bradley returned to Washington
and took over as head of the
Veterans Administration from 1945
to 1947. He then became Chief of
Staff of the Army and served two
terms as chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, departing in 1954.

. He was made a five-star general in

1950.

After stepping down — he did
not retire because generals of the
Army are considered as always
available for recall to active duty
— he joined the Bulova Research
and Development Laboratories. He
was later named board chairman
of its parent company, the Bulova
Watch Co.
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beachhead on the river's east bank.

In short order, Bradley’s forces were fanning out
through western Germany. Bradley’s reputation, tar-
nished in the Ardennes, was restored and on March 29
he was rewarded with a fourth star. Germany surren-
dered five weeks later.

Praising Bradley's performance after the collapse of
the Ardennes counteroffensive, Eisenhower said: “I
class Gen. Bradley’s tactical operations during February
and March, which witnessed the completion of the de-
struction of the German forces west of the Rhine, as the
equal in brilliance of any that American forces have
ever conducted.”

Despite his success as a warrior, Bradley, unlike Pat-.
ton, found war distasteful. “For every man in whorn war
has inspired sacrifice, courage and love, there are many
more whom it has degraded with brutality, callousness
and greed,” he said in a speech after the war. .

Bradley was born in Clark, Mo., on Feb. 12, 1893. His
unusual, Arabic-sounding first name, Omar, was given
him by his parents to honor an editor friend of his fami-
1y. His second name, Nelson, was in honor of the local
doctor. .

Father Died in 1903

His father, an itinerant school teacher and farmer,
died in 1908. That yeur, young Bradley and his mother
moved to Moberly, Mo., where he starred on the high
school baseball team. He also worked to help support his
mother. One summer he unloaded 40-ton coal cars on
the Wabash Railroad, shoveling coal 10 hours a day, 6
days a week, for 13 cents an hour.

Bradley feared lack of money would keep him out of
college, but his Sunday school superintendent pointed
out to him that he could get a free education at the U.S.
Military Academy at West Point.

He received an appointnient from his congressman
and entered the academy in 1911, along with Dwight D.
Eisenhower. Bradley was a star on West Point’s rifle,
baseball and football teams and graduated 44th in his
1915 class.

To his regret, he did not go overseas in World War {
and he feared the lack of combat experience wouid hurt
his career. Afler various peace-lime assignments,
however, he became the first in his West Point class to
become a general. That was in February, 1941, when he

was made commandant of the infaniry school at Ft.
Benning, Ga., and promoted to brigadier general.

A year later, two months after Pearl Harbor, he was a
major general in command of his own division. A year
after that he was in North Africa.

‘1 Have a Job for You'

Three months after Germany surrendered, President
Harry S. Truman suramoned Bradley and told him:
“Gen. Bradley, I have a job for you. We must take care
of almost three-quarters of a million sick and wounded
fighting men. I'd like you to become the head of the
Veterans’ Administration.”

Bradley took the job and found the agency, then vir-
tually moribund, undermanned and inefficient. He
quickly reorganized it, persuaded Congress to authorize
many riew hospitals and generally shepherded the
agency during the difficult transition from war to peace
as the number of veterans climbed to 14 million.

In 1948, Bradiey succeeded Eisenhower as Aﬁny
chief of staff, and the following year he was appointed to
the newly created post of chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff. In 1950, Bradley was promoted to the rank of gen-
eral of the Army, making him the Army’s fourth five-
star officer, the others being Eisenhower, MacArthur

&nd George C. Marshall. :

It was during Bradley’s tour as chairman of the joint
chiefs that the Korean War broke out, a conflict that re-
sulted in the firing of MacArthur for defying Truman’s
orders.

Bradley Agreed

Bradley concurred in the firing. “The President of the
United States Is the commander in chief under our can-
stitution,” he said. “Every member of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff recognized that Gen. MacArthur had to be re-
lieved.”

Bradley left the Pentagon in 1953 to head resesich
and development at the Bulova Watch Co. Inc., of which
he became board chairman five years later.

As a five-star general he technically remained on ac-
tive duty until his death, Counting his four years at
West Point, he was on active duty longer than any other
man in U.S, Army history—69 years.

While with Bulova, Bradley moved 1o Beverly Hills,
where he pursued his favorite hobbies—golf, hunting,
swimming, reading and going to the racetrack.

After the death of his first wife, Mary Quayle, whom

he married upon leaving West Point, Bradley was
ried in 1966 to Esther Dora (Kitty) Buhler, a writer
only other survivor is a daughter, Elizabeth Brs
Dorsey of Washington.

Bradley suffered a stroke at his Beverly Hills hor
16875 and thereafter was confined to a wheelchair
of the time. In 1977, he and his wife moved to Ft. |
Tex., where he could be near the troops.

Despite his infirmity, Bradley made frequent visi
Washington. He was honorary parade marshal for F
ident Reagan's maug'wation and sat in the revie'
stand in front of the White House wiith the new F
ident.

On Nov. 20, 1980, he visited the Capitol and was g

astanding ovation by members of the Senate.

Thurmond’s View

He was introduced by Sen. Strom Thurmond
S.C.), who served on Bradley’s staff during World
II. Speaking of the general's war achievements, T
mond said: “In my opinion, he was the greatest cot
general to have served in Lhe European theater du
those crucial and trying days.”

Bradley emerged from the war with many honors
medals, including the Distinguished Service Medal
three oak leaf clusters, the Legion of Merit with an
lesf cluster, the Silver Star and the Bropze Star.

Once, when Eisenhower presented Bradley with
of his many decorations, he remarked: "I've plani
lot of medals on you, Brad, but it will never be enoug

Bradley was once asked if he ever wore all his o
He replied, “Lord no. You never wear those things
less you're a Patton.”




DALLAS MORNING NEWS

April 9, 1981

Page AlO

Gen. Omar Bradley, last of the S'Star_genera%s,

dies at 88. Page 10A.

t

5-star Gen. Omar Bradley,

ﬁ'rom Wire Reports

NEW YORK — Gen. Omar Nelson
Bradley, a World War II hero who
was the last of America’s five-star

generals, died Wednesday-of a heart

attack. He was 88.

Bradley, a shy, homely man
known as the “GI's general,” was the

- field commander wha led'US. forces

in the 1944 D-Day invasion of Europe
under -Gen. .Dwight D, Eisenhower,

the supreme allied commander- in
' World War II. He later became the

first chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff. ) . .

Bradley, who has been ailing in
recent years, was brought into the
emergency room of St. Lukes-Roose-
velt Hospital at 7:1S p.m. and pro-
nounced dead of cardiac arrest 20
minutes later,- & hospital spokes.
woman said.. . . - . -

‘He became i{ll at-New York’s 21
Clab. S '

The hosi)itﬂ said he was acdompé- .

nied by his wife. _
-The_spokeswomap_said news_of
Bradley’s death was to be announced
formally by the Pentagon. She said
Bradley’s family left the hospital arnd
told her “we have our protocol to at-
tend to.” - - S
The only other Army men to reach
the. pinnacle of military rank as a
five-star general Eisenhower, Henry
Harley Arnold, Douglas MacArthur
and George C. Marshall and John J.
Pershing, . U

88, dies
Despite his rise, Bradley's greatest.

source of pride was that he was the
epitome of the infantryman, the foot

1 soldier. §
“They consider me one of them,” .

hesaid in 1969. - .

Under Eisenhower, Bradley was
field commander for the US. forces.
that stormed ashore and opened the

western front on D-Day, June 6, 1944.. '

He was placed in command of a
force of more than 1.3 million Ameri-
.can combat troops in four armies
which swept across France and into
Germany and played a vital role in
bringing Hitler's Reich to its knees.

Bradley retired from active serv-

" jce in 1953 but he kept a keen interest
in military affairs and headed the
US. contingent which went to Nor-
mandy on the 25th anniversary of D-
Day-

}.’A man with organizational genius,
Bradley became chairman of the
board of Bulovarand in his later years
spent much time between its. New
York headquarters and Los Angeles
where he built a home on the crest of
a high hill behind Sunset Boulevard.

His first wife died in the 1940s and
in 1966 he was married to Esther

" Buhler, a television writer. He had

' one daughter, Elizabeth Bradley Dor-
sey, who lives in Washington, D.C.

A soft-spoken man, Bradley was -

hard as nails and kept under reins
‘such more flamboyant types as Gen.
George Patton, who was his subordi-
_nate officer on the western front, His

i feuds with his British counterpart,

Field Marshal Bernard L. Montgom.
ery, became legend although Bradley
later contended they got along well.
His toughest hour was as the man-

on-the-spot at the Normandy inva-
sion. He was aboard the cruiser
Augusta on D-Day and the ship went
to within 4,000 yards of the share to
heip in the bombardment of German

fortifications while American troops .

waded.. ashore at Utah and Omaha
beaches. .

"I went back to Omaha Beach after
the war and [ looked at thatcliff and [
wondered how our men ever got up
there, got to the top, even without
people shooting at them,” he recalled
in tisinterview with UPL. - -

Eisenhower and Bradley were in
the same graduating class of 1915 at
the United States Military Academy

_ at West Point and the two men later
became close friends.

Like lke, Bradley was an ardent
golfer. He had to give up the game in
recent years because of a bad knee
but he had an indoor putting: green
in his home with artificial turf
where he putted with visitors for a
quarter a hole. He also was an ardent
_horse-racing buff and spent many af-
ternoons at the tracks. .-
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Born in Clark, Mo., Feb. 12, 1893,

Bradley was named Omar for an edi-
tor friend of the family and Nelson
for ‘the local doctor. He was ap-
pointed to West Point in 1911 and
graduated 44th in his class. He rose to
the rank of major in World War I
while serving with the 14th Infantry
-Regiment but reverted to captain in
1920 in the general postwar reduc-
tion.

In 1941 he was promoted to briga-
dier general and, at the recommenda-
tion of Gen. Marshall, became com-
mandant of the Infantry School.

- Bradley suffered a stroke on
March 17, 1975 at his home in Califor-
nia. He was hospitalized, and un-
derwent brain surgery on March 26.
. His recovery after the operation was

swift and without complicatidns.
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‘Soldier’s general’

- Omar Bradley dies -

the unification ‘of services and the coop-
eration among services, the Department
of Defense was established. With the es-
tablishment of a Defense Department
was a chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff. Omar Nelson Bradley was ap-
pointed ‘the first chairman. In 1951, he
was appointed to a second two-year term.

By Barbara Slifer
He was known as the “soldiers’ gen-
eral.” Many of today’s soldiers, though,
know of him only as a figure from a his-
tory book. The 88-year-old native of
Clarke, Mo., has now taken his final step
into the pages of U.S. military history.

General of the Army Omar Nelson.
Bradley died yesterday evening in St. -
Luke’s’ Hospital in New York City. The
only living officer of five-star rank in the
U.S. Armed Services, Bradley died of an

_apparent stroke. . T

Only five men in the history of the U.S.
Army have held the rank ‘‘General o1 wie
Army.” Only five men have worn the
five-star — orbit star — rank insignia.
The last of them was Omar Bradley. He
entered West Point in 1911, graduating
with the class of 1915 — ‘‘the class the
stars fell on.” (Of his classmates, which.

A man noted for his “shyness,” for his
concern for the soldier and for his com-

passion, Bradley achieved fame during
World War II. With First Army, he com-
manded troops in Operation ‘“‘Overlord,”
the code name for the Allied invasion of
Europe. Within two months of the Nor-
mandy invasion, Bradley assumed com-

mand of the 12th U.S. Army Group. With -

the 12th, Bradley was to lead more com-
bat troops than any officer in U.S. his-
tory. Eleven months after the Normand
invasion, the Third Reich fell. g

__At ‘th_e conclusion of World War I,

Bradley’s contributions to the nation did
not end. In August 1945, he took the reins
of leadership of the Veteran's Adminis-
tration. For 28 months, the general ‘“‘cut
through 20 years of red tape’ to ensure
proper facilities and medical staffing.
When he left the Veterans Administra-
tion in December 1947, Bradley had ac-
quired the nickname of the nation’s
“Number One Social Worker.”

Bradley faced the challenge of his next
assignment, becoming Army Chief of
Staff in February 1948. His first ¥‘crisis”’
was the Berlin Airlift, with Army and Air
Force personnel working together to sup-
ply more than 8,000 tons of supplies of
food and other necessities to the city. Iu
1949, after careful national attenticn over

included Dwight D. Eisenhower, 59 be-
came generals. Among those 59 generals
‘were 111 stars.)

'Bradley earned his first star in 1941.
He was nominated for the rank of Gen-
eral of the Army by President Harry S.
Truman on Sept. 18, 1950. His promotion
was confirmed by the Senate two days
later and Bradley was appointed to that
rank effective Sept. 22, 1950.

After learning of Bradley’s death, Sec-
retary of the Army John O. Marsh com-
mented that the general’s loss was not
one just “for this nation but for all free-
dom-loving people of the world. His serv-
ice exemplified the highest stapdax;ds of
leadership. He takes his place in history
as a great patriot, a peerless military
leader and an individual dedicated to the
cause of peace in the world.”

Of Bradley’s death, Army Chief of
Staff Gen. E.C. Meyer stated that ““Gen-
eral Bradley was truly one of our great-
est soldiers. With his passing, the Army
and our nation have lost one of the most

.
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devoted and selfless men ever to wear the
uniform of the United States. Today s sol-
diers will miss him.”" -

Indeed, Bradley, who is survived by his
wife Kitty and a daughter, leaves a le-
gacy of devotion to his country for all to
emulate.He achieved a greatness for
leadership, both in times of war and
times of peace.

Bradley was known as the ‘‘soldiers’
general” or the “GI's General.” And,
even though he earned innumerable
awards from both the United States and
foreign nations for his service, he always
"displayed the humility of his grass-roots
heritage. In the words of wartime corre-
spondent Ernie Pyle, “He always said
‘thank you."”’

Accordmg to officials at Fort Bliss late
last night, Bradley’s body will be re-
turned to Fort Bliss sometime today. Fol-

i
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Gen. Omar Bradley

lowing services there, final interment
will be in Arlington National Cemetery.
The 36th Army Band leaves at noon Sup-

day, to participate in the funeral sery-

ices.
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{Omar Sradiey,
5-Siar General,
Is Dead at 88

NEW YORK (AP) - Gen. Omar
Bradley, the last of the nation’s great

World War II commanders and the . :

last of its five-star generals, died last
night. He was 88.
‘Bradley, a lanky, bespectacled

Missourian who commanded US. in-

‘vasion forces on D-Day at Normandy.

and was the first to chair the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, suffered a heart at-
tack while attending a dinner at the
21 Club here and was pronounced

dead shortly afterward at a hospital. .

In Washington, President Reagan
issued a statement joining all Amer-
icans in mourning his death:

"“Nancy and I were honored to
have Omar Bradley as our friend and
honored that one of his last public
appearances was at my inaugura-
tion. Both of us extend to ... [his]
family our deepest sympathies,” Rea-
gan said.

“Even as he rose in rank, humility
never left his side,” Reagan said.
“For 69 years he wore the colors of
an American soldier with courage,
integrity, professionalism and above
all, honor. Gen. Bradley’s memory
will be revered by his countrymen.

GEN. OMAR N. BRADLEY
As he celebrated his 87th birthday

He left to us exemplary qualities that

long will be the standard of every
soldier who takes the solumn pledge
to defend this nation.”

Bradley, who had come to New
York from his Fort Bliss, Texas,
home for a dinner of the local chap-
ter of the Association of the United
States Army, collapsed in an elevator
of the 21 Club.
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Bradiey to lie in repose

—_— - ——— =

at Fort B

General of the Army Omar Nelson
Bradley returned to El Paso Thurs-
day for the last time.

His body is lying in repose at a Fort
Bliss chapel where El Pasoans who
have come to consider him one of
their own may view his casket.

Bradley, 88, died Wednesday eve-

ning in New York City after becoming
il while attending a dinner at the
tashionable 21 Club.
. Bradley had gone to New York for a
dinner of the New York chapter of the
Association: of the United States
Army. He collapsed in an elevator of
the 21 Club, a club official said. Ac-
companied by his wife, Kitty, and
three aides, he was taken in a pri-
vate car to the emergency room of St.
Luke’s-Roosevelt Hospital Center,
where doctors tried for 20 minutes to
revive him. He was pronounced dead
at 5:35 p.m. MST.

A hospital spokesman said doctors
listed the cause of death as “cardiac

El Pasoans pay respects ....... viees 4B
Two men remember ............... . 4B
Farewell photos .............. eesonssvas B

arrest.” A Pentagon statement. ini-
tially said Bradley died of a siroke,
but officials later confirmed he had
died of cardiac arrest. .

At the request of his wife, Bradley's
body was flown from Kenunedy Airport
to El Paso — his home since 1977 — to
lie in repose until Monday.

Bradley’s body arrived at El Paso
International Airport shortly after 3
p.m. Thursday on a blue-and-white
Boeing 707 jet provided by President
Reagan.

A Pentagon statement said tke body
would be flown to Washington, D.C,,
Monday and lie in repose at the Na-
tional Cathedral. ' ]

At noon Friday, a 1§-gun salute will
be fired at Fort Bliss in Bradley’s

liss

honox_'. A 19-gun salute and a eulogy by
Fure Bliss Commander Maj. Gen.
John Oblinger Jr. is scheduled Tues-

day to coineide with Bradley's fuperal

at Arlington National Cemetery.

The local ceremony was scheduled
tentatively for noon Tuesday; but Fort
Bliss personnel said that time couid
change.

Funeral in Washington will be at 11
a.m. MST Tuesday, followed by a cor-
tege to Arlington National Cemetery
for burial at 1 p.m. MST.

The Fort Bliss services will be at
Howze Field, just north of Building 2
off Sheridan Road.

Gen. David“Jones, Joint Chiefs of
Staff chairman, ordered flags flown
at half staff at U.S.\bases and on
naval vessels in the United States and
territorial waters.

Throughout El Paso, flags also
were lowered in his honor.

Few non-military  spectators
watched Thursday as Bradley's flag-

I

drapped silver casket was carried off
the presidential jetliner by a local in-
terservice honor guard.

A weary Mrs. Bradley was escorted
from the plane by Air Force Chief
Master Sgt. John Kelly, She walked
slowly down the steps leading from
the front of the plane and was takea
to a waiting Army limousine. .

Mrs. Bradley made no comment. -

-Oblinger said Mrs. Bradley ‘‘is very:
tired; she’s pretty shaken up.” 2

From the airport Transient Termi-
nal, Bradley’s body was taken to
Harding, Orr, McDaniel Funeral
Home where preparations were made
to place the general's casket in- state
at Chapel 1 at Fort Bliss.

About 85 members of the Old Guard
— a special honor guard of the 3rd -
Infantry — was part of an honor
guard waiting for Bradley’s body to
arrive at Chapel 1. The chapel is on
Pershing Street near Memorial Circle
on post.

—{Times staff pnoto by Lance Murray»

MILITARY HON:.¥, ¢:i' :RD HOLD FLAG-DRAPED CASKET
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- was returned to El Paso Thursday
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About 150 El Paso civilians and mil-
itary, rqonnel paid their respects
Thursday jevening 40 Genera) of the.;
Army Omar Nelson Bradiey, whose
body was: laid ‘in’ repose for public
viewing at a Fort Bliss chapel.,

Ope. viewer] @ ‘veteran, paused ‘be-
fore the flag«drapped; ‘closed casket
bearing the general's ‘body, clicked
hts heels and saluted in a suent trib-
ute.

The doors o! Chapel 1, at Pershing
and Memorial Circlesireets.on post,
opened io the public about 7:30 p.m. -
Thursday after a private seryice.was
¢onducted for Bradley’s family.and a -
small group ofunwited.dignitaries.

The dignitaries :included-iretired .
Gen. G.U. Underwood Jr.,; retired Lt.
Gen. Richard Cassidy; "petired Lt. .
Gen. Raymond::Shoemaker; { Mayor '
Tom Westfall; wU.S> Distriet: Judge
Harry Lee Hudspeth; US. Water "
Commissioner Joseph: Enedkm :Maj.
Gen. Allen Nord, White Sands Missile
Range commander; Brig. Gen. Ches-
ter Ward, Beaumont Army Medical
Center commander; BPrig. Gen. .
Thomas Swelm, commander of Tacti- -
cal Training at Holloman Air Force
Base near Alamogordo’ Col-Marvin
Simmons, Fort Bliss deputy com-

_ mander; and Dr. Willard Schuessler,
civilian aide to the Secretary of the
_Army for West Texas.

U.S. Rep. Richard White and Coun-
ty Judge Udell Moore were invited but
did not attend.

Chapel 1 will be open for round-the-
clock public viewing of the general’s
casket until Monday morning when
his body will be flown to Washington,
D.C., for funeral services and burial
on Tuesday

By 8 p.m. Thursday, the first El
Pasoans to visi{ the chapel had de-
parted. Inside. the brightiy-lighted,
wood-paneled chapel, the casket bear-
ing the general's body sat solemnly,
guarded by a five-member, inter-ser-

.vice bonor guard.
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The chapel was scheduled to re-
main-open ‘“as long as people keep

. eoming,” a. Fort Bliss spokesman

said.

" The honor guard was to remain with

the casket throughout the mght. Fort
Bliss spakesmen said. :
L 3L )

Because of Bradley's death, all ser-
vices at Fort Bliss Chapel No. 1 for
Friday, Saturday and Sunday have
been canceled.

Saturday's  Catholic r:(thglous
classes are canceled, a Fo
spokesman said, and Protestant Sun-
iay School will be at Biggs Chapel No.

The tuneral for Chief Warrant Ofii-
cer John E. Robinson, originally sche-
duled for Chapel No. 1, will be at 10
a.m. Friday at Fort Bliss Chapel No.
4, the spokesman said. :

The annual Spring Tea for the offi-
cers’ wives also was postponed

[ N ]

Although retired Army Col. Henry ,
Crampton Joaes, 87, of 3000 Gold, told
The Times Wednesday he is the oldest
living West Point graduate now that
Bradley is dead, there are about 60
other men who are older.

The oldest living West Point gradu-
ate is retired Maj. Gen. Walter E.
Prosser, 99, of San Antonio, accord-
ing to the 1980 Register of Graduates
and Former Cadets, U.S. Military
{.9%ademy Prosser was in the Class of

5

A 1905 classmate of Prosser’s is re-

tired Brig. Gen. Arthur W. Lane, 97 of

 Washington, D.C.
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Ppass in review

Although many Fort Bliss soldiers
never knew Bradley personally, there
was 2 *“‘great sense of loss’ at the
news of hzs passing, one soldxer said
Thursday.

“There will never be another one -

like him," Master Sgt. Arden Wade, a
32-year veteran, said.

Wade said Bradley was known for
keeping contact with the young sol-
diers at Fort Bliss.

“He used to come down to the mess
hall in his wheel chair on Thanksgiv-
ing or Christmas and just talk with
the boys,”’ Wade said.

“The men were in awe of him,” he
said.

With some soldiers, Bradley's death
wiil be an event they must “get over,”
two Fort Bliss staff sergeants said.

. “He was a hero to soldiers like us
who'd been around a while,” Staiff
Sgt. John Powers, a l4-year veteran

of the Army, said. “It's a little dis-
couraging, but we'll get over it.

“To me it’s like the end of an era,’
because Bradley was one of the last
remnants of World War II that mod-
ern soldiers could relate to, Powers
said.

“1f I had to go to combat, I'd want a
guy like that out there with me — to
lead me,” Powers said.

Staff Sgt. Franklin Pero, a 12-year
veteran soldier, said the soldiers were
keeping thexr feelings to themselves.

“No one s really talking about 1t.”
he said.

“1 feel bad that he's gone. The maan
was 88 years old — he had a pretty
good life,” Pero said.

- L

\

37



et e s e L et P e N e 1wt

3

EL PASO TIMES April 10, 1981 Page B4

“For 69 years he wore the colors of
an American soldier — with courage.
integrity, professionalism and, above
all, honor,” President Reagan said
Thursday of Bradley. “Even as he
rose in rank, humility never left his

" side. He was the ‘GI's general’ be-
cause he was, always, a GL.”

Bradley had been treated at Beau-
mont Army Medical Center for arthri-

+ ti3 and a series of strokes that left him
- crippled and in a wheelchair during
his final years.

In Austin, Gov. Bill Clements, for-
mer Deputy Secretary of Defense,

said he shared the nation’s sadness -

at the death of “‘one of Amenca S
greatest old soldiers.”
“He will always be remembered as
a towering hero of our defense estab-
lishment and of freedom throughout
“the world,"” Clements said.

LI

An easy-going, soft-spoken man,
Omar Bradley was born Feb. 12, 1893,
in Clark, Mo. .

_ Bradley’s lifelong  friendship with
Dwight Eisenhower began when the
two were plebes at West Paint. They

throughout the service as ‘‘the class -

the stars fell on’' because America’s
entry into World War ] two years later
led to rapid promotions for its mem-
bers, many of whom achieved high

rank at a far younger age than_

usual,

Bradley‘ and Exsenhower were

among only five men to wear the five
stars.of a General of the Army, after
the rank was created during World
War II. The others were Gen. H.H.
“Hap” Armnoid, Douglas MacArthur
and George Marshall.:

Bradley ‘served in the victorious Tu-
nisian and Sicilian campaigns of
World War II as a corps commander.

When the allies invaded Normandy,
Bradley was in command of one mil-
lon mea. ihe l.ugest army in U. S,
history.

His goodbye remark to his officers
and men as they headed for the 1944
invasion was “I’ll see you on the
beaches.”” And so he did, a tall, lanky
figure siriding across the sands in the
midst one of history’s most decisive
battles.

Bradley became beloved by the
lowly dogfaces under his command
because his mastery of military tac-
ties kept the loss of life among the GIs
at a3 mimimum. To them he was
“Brad” — although not to his face.

“Whether at Normaady, North Afri-
ca or Sicily, the Bradley command
always meant good fortune for free-
aom's detenders,”’ Reagan said 1 s
tnbute

After the war, Bradley served as

‘the first chairman of the Joint Chiefs

of Staff. He left that post in 1958 and
for the next 15 years was board chair-
man of the Bulova Watch Co. He re-
mained honorary board chairman
until his death.

Bradley’s first wifeaMary Quayle,
died in 1965 after 49 years of mar-
riage. The following year he married
Kitty Buhler, a screen writer whose
television credits included “Dragnet”
“The Untouchabies,'* and "My Three
Sons.”

VBesides his wife, Bradley is sur-
vived by a daughter, Elizabeth Brad-
ley Dorsey, of Washington, D.C.
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~(Times stafl phom by Laoge Murray, ,":7; !
§

PATSY MCDONALD ADJUS:I‘S A BLACK-RIBBON-DRAPED FLAG AT HER FORT BLISS HOME
« « . Neighbor Darlene Dorminey watchés as Dﬁtcers lee& Club pay fribute to Gen. Omar Bradley
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Umar Bradley
returns home
for final salute ,~

General of the Army Omar
Nelson Bradley returned. to El
Paso Thursday to lie in repose
at Fort Bliss. Bradley, 88, died
Wednesday evening in New
York City. At noon Friday, a
19-gun salute will be fired at
Fort Bliss in Bradley’s hénor.
A 19-gun salute and a eulogy by
Fort Bliss Commander Maj.
Gen. John Oblinger Jr. is-
scheduled Tuesday to comczde
with Bradley’s funeral at
Arlington National Cemetery in
Arlington, Va. Funeral in-
Washington will be at.1 p. m
EST ”'uesday Fort Bliss. - |
services will be at Howze Fleid
just north of Building 2 off
Sheridan Road.

—Times staff shoto by Lanee Murray) -

KITTY ERADLEY RETURNS
. Escorted by Air Force Chief Master -
Sgt. John Kelly aad followed
by Maj. Gen. and Mrs: John Oblinger L/Z
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—i Times swff photo by Lance Murray)

TWO SOLDIERS SALUTE AS AN HONOR GUARD CAKR{ES CASKET
. Bodssr of Gen. Omar Bradley was returned to El Paso Thursday

.—{'Tiraes staff photo'dy Lance Murray)

CR™ MEMBER OF PRESIDENTIAL JET GIVES BRADLEY FINAL SALUTE
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-—(szea staf! photo by Lance  Murray)

LIMOUSINE CARRYING MRS. BRADLEY PREPARES TO LEAVE THE PRESIDENTIAL PLANE.
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—(Times sta#f phota by Joel Salcido)

AT FORT BLISS

S L.NOR GUARD PREPARES TO CARIY BRAT:
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