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EMBASSY OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Helsinki, April 25, 1988 

_;;~f 
;;S!J 

H;;1;;;~17/ 
OFFICE OF THE AMBASSADOR 

;__.--

Dear Torn: 

'I) / , - u.rJO 1 -

£/J f}:)/} 
Last weekend I participated in the graduation at 

Pepperdine University . On the dias with me was 
Michael A ams . We had a long chat and of -course our 
name came up. I told Mike about the upcoming visit. 
It was great meeting him. He sends his best. 

I'll be in Washington the first week of May, at 
the Hay Adams. If we need to talk, please call me 
there . 

With all good wishes . 

reiy~/yours, 

·· (!W_£_ 
Roc'kwe.::l:"TA . Schnabel 

The Honorable 
Thomas Griscorn , 

Arnbasasdor 

Assistant to the President 
and Director of Communications, 

The White House , 
Washington , D. C . 20500. 

--·-- ·---·--



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NGTON 

, . 
!~ 

February 18, 198 8 

MEMORANDUM FOR MARION BLAKEY ~ 

1/ 
FROM: Claire M. O'Donnel • 

SUBJECT: 

Special Assistant to the President 
for White House Operations 

Status of FY 1988 Travel and 
Entertainment Budget 

5tf I c1 !J--5r' 

_/-7::,0pu 1/J I 
/4J/-//J£}/ 

roJJ/JFtJ! 
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The table below indicates the status of the travel and 
entertainment charges iD__curred by your office as of January 31, 
1988 and the funds available for your use during fiscal year 1988. 

OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
January 31, 1987 

Account Annual Budget Obligated to date Remaining funds 

Travel 1,500.00 0.00 1,500.00 

Entertainment 200.00 40.00 160.00 

The charges include only those obligations reported to the 
Administrative Office by January 31, 1988; obligations incurred 
during this period but not yet reported will be included in future 
reports. Attached to this memorandum is the itemized list showing 
the details of the travel and entertainment charges summarized 
above. This report will continue to be provided to you on a 
monthly basis so that your office may budget these accounts 
accordingly. 

The travel budget listed above is the final allocation for fiscal 
year 1988, following Congressional approval of the White House 
budget. 

Attachments 

cc: Tom Griscom 
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PAYEE 

W. H. STAFF MESS 
ORGANIZATION TOTAL 

W H I T E H O U S E 

AS OF DATE : 

E N T E R T A I N M E N T 

JANUARY 31 , 1988 

DEPUTY TO THE DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF 

ACCOUNT 

PAOA - 01 

PURPOSE 

DECEMBER MESS CHARGES 

R E P O R T 

DATE 

12/31 / 87 

AMOUNT 

,·\ 

PAGE 

40 . 00 
40.00 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 4, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR SENATOR BAK.ER 

FROM: JOHN TUCK 

SUB,TECT: Governor Thompson's Phone Call 

Governor Thompson called you on two personnel matters: 

1. The staff if Gwen King leaves. His 
recommendation is Gail Cousins, who used to be the head of 
Governor Thompson's State of Illinois/Washington office. She was 
also the President of the State's Washington representatives. The 
Governor says she would be outstanding. 

2. An appointment to the Farm Credit Assistance Board. Governor 
Thompson wiII be writing a letter to the President regarding 
Harold B. Steele. He has been a farmer for 40 years, past presi­
dent of the Illinois Farm Bureau, on the boards of five insurance 
companies and a bank holding company. He has a unique background 
and is eminently qualified for the job. 

These is no need to return the Governor's call. I told him that 
this information would be telecopied to you in Tennessee and 
passed to Bob Tuttle for action. 

cc: Bob Tuttle 



CHARLIE ROSE 
7TH DISTRICT, NORTH CAROLINA 

2230 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515 

PHONE: AR EA CODE 202, 225-2731 

DISTRICT OFFICES: 

208 POST OFFICE BUILDING 

W ILMINGTON, NC 28401 

PHONE: AREA CODE 919, 343-4959 

218 FEDERAL BUILDING 

FAYETTEVILLE, NC 28301 

PHONE: AREA CODE 919, 323-0260 

Q.tnngrt1Hi nf tltt lnitth ~atts 

Mr. Chuck Merin 
Gold & Liebengood, Inc. 
The Willard, Suite 950 
1455 Pennsylvania Avenue, 
Washington, DC 20004 

Dear Chuck: 

1inu.a:t nf i.epr.e.a:.enttttiu.es 
llusbingtnn. 11.(!t. 20515 

April 19, 1988 

NW 

Below is a short biography on Deputy Kalan Lodi Gyari: 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 

SUBCOMMITTEES: 

CHAIRMAN, TOBACCO AND PEANUTS 

COTTON, RICE, AND SUGAR 

DEPARTMENT OPERATIONS, RESEARCH, 
AND FOREIGN AGAICUL TUAE 

LIVESTOCK, DAIRY AND POUL TAY 

COMMITTEE ON 
HOUSE ADMINISTRATION 

SUBCOMMITTEES: 

CHAIRMAN, OFFICE SYSTEMS 

ELECTIONS 

Scfl!JJ1 
J"_:__3 I) 

1&v1J'1vl 
:7JA l/. i ,L. / 

Mr. Gyari is a cabinet member of the Dalai Lama's Government-in-Exile. Although 
his title is that of Minister of Education and Religious Affairs, the majority of his time 
is spent working as a liaison between foreign governments, including the People's 
Republic of China, and the Office of the Dalai Lama, which is based in Dharamsala, 
India. 

He is perhaps one of the most informed individuals about the current situation in 
Tibet and would play a strong leadership role in any discussions with the PRC 
government. He is also one of the very few people that can speak on behalf of the 
Dalai Lama. Considering recent events in Tibet and growing international concern 
about the Chinese human rights abuses in Tibet, I think the Office of the President 
would be interested in hearing ar;_ authoritative Tibetan voice on the subject. 

Mr. Gyari is, at my best guess, is his early forties. He is fluent in several languages, 
English included. Mr. Gyari and I would appreciate it if any q_u!e_t meeting ~ould be 
arranged wit~ h i_g!1 rank(ng n :;,.ember ~f ~r.eside!}t Reaga~'s staff, preferably our 
friend Mr. award Bal:cer and • anyone else Mr. Baker may think should hear from Mr. 
Gyari. Mr. Gyari will be in Washington from Ap.iil.....2~-1: hTu ·:p-rrl-T!th-;-79'8"8'. 

I appreciate your assistance in this matter. 

With best wishes, 

/
, Ch~!. - ie Rose 

'-f- (i I 
I / 'U.JYl/1..,, ._ ht/t✓ > .I!.. I J{. 

---- ,,:J 
C' /j-;t-L.-,;· L 



John: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

Reminder to call Ass istant 

Secretary Ray to see if he possibly 

would have time to meet with these people. 

PAMELA R. STEVENS 
STAFF ASSISTANT TO THE 
DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 15, 1984 

Dear Linas: 

Thank you for kee2ing me so well informed on your 
activities. I have not yet had an opportunity to 
review the tapes and articles you sent but will do 
so at the first opportunity. 

You have been doing a great job for the President 
and, on his behalf, I thank you. 

Warm regards. 

Mr. Linas Kojelis 
Office of Public Liaison 

Sincerely , 

//µf 
Faith Ryan Whittlesey 
Assistant to the President 
for Public Liaison 

438 Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, D.C . 

S-<is /3?i 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 18, 1988 

Dear Gayle: 

Thank you for your very kind and gracious note. ~ 
enjo~ed our recent isit and hope we'll have the 
opportunity to work together on other matters. 

I also appreciated hearing your kind words about Andy 
Card. With his prior service at the White House, he 
has been able to integrate himself into the day-to-day 
activities very quickly. 

5-S/3 8(, 
=1~aV 

F6-cm{;-ol_ -

Again, thanks for writing and stay in touch. Please pass 
along my very best to Governor Thompson. 

sr-7~, 
( 

rank J. Donatelli 
Assist nt to the President for 

Political ad Intergovernmental Affairs 

Ms Gayle J. Cozens 
Executive Assistant to 

the Governor 
Office of the Governor 
Chicago, Illinois 60601 

\ 



STATE OF ILLINOIS 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

C HICAGO 6 0 601 

J A MES R . T HO M PSON 

GOVERNOR 

May 10, 1988 

Mr. Frank Donnatelli 
Assistant to the President for 

Political and Intergovernmental Affairs 
The White House, 2/WW 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Frank: 

Just a note to express my appreciation for being considered 
as your Deputy Assistant to the President for Intergovernmental 
Affairs . 

I regret that I will not have the opportunity to serve with 
you, but applaud the outstanding choice of Andy Card for that 
important position. I have worked with Andy in the past and can 
think of no one better qualified to carry out Gwen's good work as 
the vital link between the White House and State and local 
officials. 

If I can ever be of any assistance to either you or Andy, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. 

GJC:dk 

Sincerely, 

G~ ozens 
Executive Assistant 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 18, 1988 

Dear Judge Dauer: 

Thank you for your recent letter exEressing thanks for 
my P.artici ation in your 1988 Amen Corner Dinner. I'm 
pleased to know that my speech was so well-received by 
those who attended. I'm also pleased that I had the 
opportunity to be a part of the program, even though 
my participation was arranged on such short notice. 

Again, thanks for writing. 

\ 
\. 

_ ! ) ~ -: 

Frank J. Donatelli 
Assis ant to the President for 

Political and Intergovernmental Affairs 

The Honorable Robert E. Dauer 
Administrative Judge 
Judge's Chambers 
Court of Common Pleas 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219 

FS{F() b-OL 
LG f>/-rT58 

s -, o 3 g 



JUDGE'S CHAMBERS 

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

PITTSBURGH, PA. 15219 

ROBERT E . DAUER 
ADMINISTRATIVE JUDGE 

CRIMINA L DIVISION 

Mr. Frank Donatelli 
Political Director 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Donatelli: 

May 6, 1988 

Please accept the gratitude of the Amen Corner and 
my personal thanks for your attendance and your excellent 
speech at the 1988 Amen Corner Dinner. It was a very 
successful evening and enjoyed by all with whom I have 
spoken. 

Thank you again for your participation and your 
interest in the Amen Corner. 

RED:dlp 

.,..-



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 19, 19 8 8 

Dear Buddy: 

=----~t.a:.:;.i wo_n=s again on Y..Q..Ur yictor~J Lots 
of us miss you, but our loss is Louisiana's 
gain. 

A colleague of mine, Ken Cribb, who is 
Assistant to the President for Domestic 
Affairs, asked that I send you the enclosed 
resume of a good friend of his, ~ohn Pisapia. 
Mr. Pisapia is interested in the osition of 
state suP.erintendent of schools in Louisiana 
and Ken recommends him highly. Unfortunately, 
I don't know him, but I do have confidence in 
Ken. 

If there's any thing I can do to be helpful , 
don't hesitate to call. 

Very best personal regards to Patti too! 

With warm best wishes, 
/ 1 

/ l/ ~ 

Nancy J . Risq~J 

The Honorable Charles E. Roemer 
Governor of Louisiana 
State Capitol 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804 

! I 
\ 
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RESUMB 

JOHN RALPH PISAPIA 
4405 Kanawha Avenue, SB 
Charleston, W 25304 

Telephone 304 - 348-2691 (office) 925-6686 (HOile) 

PROFESSIONAL BDUCA'nON AND EXPERIENCE 

A. Academic Degreea 

Ed.D .. West Virginia University. 1974 (Major: Educational Administration, 
College of Human Resources and Bducation; Minor: Industrial Relations, 
College of Business and Econoaaics) 

Adv. Study, West Virginia University, 1966-68 (Educational Administration) 
N.S .. West Virginia University, 1964 (Physical Education) • 
A.B . .. Glenville State Coliege, 1960 (Biology and Physical Bducation) 

B. Prof ettioaal Posltlont 

Assistant State Superintendent of Schools 1981 to present 
Associate Professor (West Virginia University, 1978-1985; Appointed to the 

graduate faculty 1975, reappointed 1984; Assistant Professor, 1975-78) 
Assistant Professor (West Virginia college of Graduate Studies, 1914-15) 
High School Principal (Smyrna, Delaware, 1970-12) 
Vice Principal/Principal (South Charleston, Vest Virginia, 1968-70) 
Administrative Intern, Public School Teacher and Coach; General Science, 

Biology. Driver Education and Physical Bducation (Glenville and 
~- Charleston, West Virginia, 1960-68) 

C. Honon 

Award, Fulbright Scholarship, 1986 (Awarded but not accepted due to Kiddle 
East tensions) 

Award, Gerald Howard Read International Seminar scholarship, 1984 
Award, Phi Delta Kappa, outstanding Leadership in Education, 1983 
Award, The berican Association of School Administrators, selected as 

the ·first Professor of the Year, 1980 
Award, Recognition of Achievement, Phi Delta Kappa, 1980 
Award, International lntervisitation Program in Educational 

Administration, 1978 

D. Special Study and/or Travel 

Germany ( 1986) studied Political Perspectives and the Educational System 
of West and East Germany at the European Academy, West Berlin; Karl Marks 
University, Leipzig; House of Teachers, Bast Berlin. 

Washington (1980) Capitol Hill Experience: analyzed legislation, prepared 
testimony, developed strategies to work with Congress and agencies. 
Research experience in the nature of Federal Bducational Policy Making. 



JOHN RALPH PISAPIA - ResUN 2 

Canada (1919): Toured Canada with 100 international scholars to review 
colleges of education at the McGill university: the University of 
Montreal; University of Alberta: University of Calgary: and the university 
of British Collabia. 

E. Professional Dutie1 and Respo111lbWties 

l. ASSISTANT STATE SUPKRIIITDIDDIT 

Reports to the State superintendent. Responsible for executive level 
management, overall direction, policy formulation and implementation 
in all matters related to general, special and professional education 
effecting 17 institutions of higher education 55 county school 
districts, 1,200 schools, 350,000 students, and 24,000 teachers. 

Supervis~s two schools for severely handicapped students. t'oraulates­
-and executes a 34 ■illion dollar budget. selects, assigns, :sue-rvises 
and evaluates the work of 170 managerial, professional. technical and 
clerical staff members. 

2. PROFESSOR OF EDUCATIONAL ADMDIISTRATIOU 

Designed and taught graduate courses in educational adllinistratioo 
(administrative theory, collective bargaining, politics of educatioo 
and the principalship). 

Chaired tenure coaaittee: interdisciplinary doctoral prograa: and 
doctoral and principal prograa review for IICATS accreditation. 
Supervised 15 dissertations. Provided consultatioo services to 
universities, public school syste■s and federal agencies. 

F. Professional Accomplishments 

l. MANAGEMENT JOO> BUDGET 

Computerized internal information system using (Dease 3, Super calc 4, 
and Knable software). 

Chair, Board of Regents Affinaative Action Coaaittee (1988) 

Initiated State Report Cards to: 1) monitor educational performance 
at state, county and school levels, and 2) assist school districts and 
schools in goal-oriented management. (1985 and 1986) 

2. POLICY LEADERSHIP 

State 

Chief of Staff, Blue Ribbon coaaission on Educational Refora composed 
of 45 presidents of public and private associations. Result: A 
refona agenda submitted to the west Virginia Board of Education, the 
Governor and Legislature. (1987) 



JOHN RALPH PISAPIA - Resume 3 

Chief of Staff. Board of Regents/Board of Education Joint coaaissions 
on. Governance and certification. Professional Development. and college 
Going Rate. ( 1986-88) Result: Revision of certification and 
professional standards board: Pocused Report on College Going Rate: a 
professional development symposium and beginning teacher plan. 

Established high quality educational standards for 51 prograa areas in 
the MAST!R PLAN FOR EDUCATION. Directed policy. development to 
implement the plan. (1983) 

Installed outcome based teacher and administrator preparation policy. 
Policy caused redesign of professional training programs at 17 higher 
education institutions. and required public school/higher education 
collaboration and licensure tests. (1982) 

National 

Chaired chief state school officers advisory caaittee to the National 
Center for Educational Statistics for redesign of elementary and 
secondary data collection. (1986) 

Chaired national indicators project for the COWlCil of Chief State 
School Officers (CCSSO) Product: Blueprint for National Assessaent 
and of Educational Progress. (1985) 

3. PROGRM LEADERSHIP 

State 

Chairman. Board of Regents Graduate and Professional Program Review 
Committee (1988) 

Initiated district superintendents' technology study group. 
Result: 23 demonstration sites for computer and video technologies. 
Distance learning for advanced placement courses, professional 
development, curriculua enrichment, and computer applications to 
instructional systems. (1987) 

Established learning outcomes as: 1) a conmon core of learning that 
should be available to every West Virginia student regardless of 
residence, and 2) the focus of professional preparation programs. 
(1984) 

Initiated statewide: 1) Leaders of Learning conference (growth from 
400 to 1,400 participants in five years), and 2) Principal' s Academy 
(nationally recognized), 3) Teachers' Academy (nation's first), 4) 
Superintendents Academy, . and S) Special Education Leadership Academy 
(Nation's First). (1982-87) 

National 

Executive conrnittee of university/school district partnership 
(47 universities and 30 school districts) (1978 and 1980). 



JOHN RALPH PISAPIA - Resme 4 

4. SCHOURLY AMO CRBATIVK ACTIVITY 

Authored two (2) reference books and twenty-five (25) articles in such 
journals as Phi Delta Kappan. Journal of Law and Bducation. Government 
union Review, Journal of Collective Bargaining. NASSP Bulletin, 
Compact, and NOLPB School Law Journal on collective bargaining, public 
policy. and state educational agencies. 

5. DEVRI.OPMEN'r OP' BXTERJIAL PUNDIW (selected) 

West Virginia COllbined Campaign (united Way) coordinator for 
Department of Education, 1983 - increased contributors 65\; increased 
donations 82'. 

Received improvement packages and grant acquisitions exceeding 
5 million dollars (1981-87). (Gove~nor 's Honors Academy, Princip~l' s 
Acadeay, statewide testing programs -for teachers and students. 
pre-school handicapped programs · and leadership in Bducational 
Administrator Developaent). 

Coaaissioned by the West Virginia Legislature's Joint coaaittee on 
Govenwent and Finance to conduct a perforaance audit of the West 
Virginia Education Agency (1918). (Fiscal accountab111ty, alnilllla 
standards, special education, statewide assesSllent of early childhood 
education, vocational education and federal programs). 

6. PROFESSIONAL LEl\DERSHIP 

c-" a. Affiliations 

National conference of Professors of Educational Administration, 
Wither Committee, 1978: ~rogra■ COIIIDittee, 1979; Plelllber, 1916-80 

Politics of Education Association, Member, 1977-81 
1'merican Education Research Association, Member 1976-87, State 

Agency SIO, Executive committee, 1985: Prograa coaaittee, 1983 
university council on Educational Administration. Plenary session 

Representative, 1915-78: university/School Partnership Bxecutive 
Coaaittee 1979-80 

Phi Delta Kappa, Chapter President-elect, 1914: Member 1968-86 
1'11erican Association of School Administrators. Mellber, 1912-87 

b. service 

Book reviewer for Prentice-Hall and Blackwell Scientific 
Publications. 

Directorsh1ps/bo4rds, united Way, Allocations Coalllittee 1987 and 
Campaign Coordinator 1985: Appalachia Educational 
Laboratory, 1985-: Century III Leaders scholarship, 1985; American 
Association of School Adllinistrator 1 s Leader of Learning Award, 
1983: National Institute of Education Funding Proposals, 1983-87: 
West Virginia council on Econoaa1c Education 1982-: west Virginia 
Advisory council for EXceptional Children 1981-83: The West 
Virginia Teachers Retirement Board 1916-80. 



JOHN RALPH PISAPIA - Res\De 5 

National presentations for the: Porum of Education organization 
• Leaders: councu of Chief State school Officers: International 
Society for Educational PlaMing: Association for the Advancement 
of Policy. Research and Development in Third .World Countries: 
university of • Pennsylvania Graduate School: American Education 
Research Association: Educational Coaaission of the States: 
National school Boards Association: American Association of School 
Administrators: National conference of Professors of Educational 
Administration: southern Regional School Boards Association: 
National center for the Study of Collective Bargaining: National 
Coaaittee for Citizens in Education: PUblic Service Research 
Council: Suffolk Academy of Law: North Central Association of 
colleges and Universities: University Council on Educational 
Administration: and the United States Department of Education. 

G. Personal lnterestl 

Computer Applications to Investing. Performing Arts. Travel, Photography 
and Gardening. 

H. Vita/Publication/References 

A complete V1ta, denoting publications: national, regional and state 
contributions and references. are available upon request. 

0026a 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 18, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR ELIZABETH BOARD '\..._ 
(\tj '? 

FROM: Claire M. O'Donnell\__:· 

SUBJECT: 

Special Assistant to the President 
for White House Operations 

Status of FY 1988 Travel and 
Entertainment Budget 

The table below indicates the status of the travel and 
entertainment charges incur:utd b your office as of January 31, 
1988 and the funds available for your use during fiscal year 1988. 

OFFICE OF MEDIA AND BROADCAST RELATIONS 
January 31, 1987 

Account Annual Budget Obligated to date Remaining funds 

Travel 2,000.00 8.00 1,992.00 

Entertainment 225.00 45.00 180.00 

The charges include only those obligations reported to the 
Administrative Office by January 31, 1988; obligations incurred 
during this period but not yet reported will be included in future 
reports. Attached to this memorandum is the itemized list showing 
the details of the travel and entertainment charges summarized 
above. This report will continue to be provided to you on a 
monthly basis so that your office may budget these accounts 
accordingly. 

The travel budget listed above is the final allocation for fiscal 
year 1988, following Congressional approval of the White House 
budget. 

Attachments 

cc: Tom Griscom 
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TRAVEL REPORT FOR : MEDIA & BROADCAST RELATIONS FOR MONTH: 10/87 - 09/88 
FISCAL YEAR: 88 

PAGE 
AS OF DATE: JANUARY 31. 1988 

LEGEND FOR TYPE: 0 = OFFICIAL; P = POLITICAL; S = STATE DEPARTMENT; N = NON-GOVERNMENT; R = OFFICIAL/POLITICAL 
* ASTERISK DESIGNATES CHANGE IN AMOUNT FROM PREVIOUS MONTH END REPORT 

73 

AUTH NAME DESTINATION 

VARIOUS 

DATES 

10/01/87-09/30/88 

TYPE 

0 

PURPOSE AMOUNT CHANGE 

8M018 IMPREST FUND 

TRIP TOTAL 

MONTH TOTAL 

ORGANIZATION TOTAL 

IMPREST FUND 8. 10 

8. 10 

8. 10 

8 . 10 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 9, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR CLAIRE O'DONNELL 

FROM: TOM GRISCOM ~ 
SUBJECT: PATRICIA WEBER 

£fJLj!JJ_ 

J-b/JIJ!# 7J I 
P ~ JJ .t1 t -tJ3 

_ ""'"",,__,,_,~-s.,_,b~rought to my attention that she is seeking a 
salaL increa e or Pat Weber to $38,000. Pat's responsibilities 
have been increased to include a supervisory role over the other 
members of the s t aff and, as Deputy Director, I think it's 
important for Pat's salary to be higher than those reporting to 
her. 

My understanding is that $38,000 would put her salary about $900 
over that of the Associate Director of the office. 

This request has my full support and I recommend that it be 
approved. 



Dear Dan, 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

W AS HIN G T O N 

December 10, 1987 

Sfl/-/9:b 
/bf) Olt>" /} I 
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/_:-~ J._{3-l)/ 
/ 11/ rJ It was good to talk to you at the Kennedy Center Honors last 

Sunday. I thought that gave me . the right to drop you a note 
about something you said on-the-air today during the departure 
ceremony for Gorbachev. You will recall that audio was lost for 
52 seconds. Your comment was to the effect - that the problem 
ori inated with the "White House Sound System". Not so. 

The White House feed was never lost. That's why the PA System 
continued to function normally . For whatever reason, the net­
works insist that they operate their own "mult" in the Washington 
area. And, for whatever reason, the networks use mults that 
require AC power. (We use battery-operated mults.) 
Unfortunately , one of the press pool tripped over your power cord 
and that effectiv e ly disconnected all the network feeds. 

We did play a role in this drama, however. Specialist First 
Class Joe Plaza of the White House Communications Agency quickly 
and calmly found the problem, plugged in the cord, and restored 
the network feeds. We're happy we could help. 

Given the complexities of this week's e l ectronic media coverage, 
I think we all did a terrific job. 

Mr. Dan Rather 
CBS, Inc. 
The Ellipse 
Washington, DC 

Sincerely, 

~ 
JAMES C. McKINNEY 

Deputy Assistant to the President and 
Director, White House Military Office 




