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THE WH ITE HOFS E 

WAS HI NGTON 

June 26, 1985 

Dear Barney: 

.3 c2So? q D 
it-5 ~'--3'o t.J 
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/r✓- ✓J.J? 
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JJA-7£Ji?--5-J2 
;~~ 

Thanks for all the clippings with the stories 
about your appearance and about Ike's iibrary. 
I enjoyed reading them all. 

I got a big kick out of President Duarte's 
football career -- "he was a good runner until 
he found out what happened to him after he got 
the ball." 

Nancy is going to remember your furniture moving 
talent when it comes time to move back to Cali
fornia. I'll be grateful and busy at the ranch 
when furniture moving time comes. You'll have 
the field all to yourself. 

Love to Vada. 

SincerelyR <1'o--

Col. Barney Oldfield 
360 North Crescent Drive 
Beverly Hills, California 90210 

850627 
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THE W HITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

TO : /{t, I~ {j.l~ 

FROM: FREDERICK J . RY AN, JR. 
Director 
Presidential Appointmen~s. a: ~IAll-;f1. 
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THE W H ITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTO N 

TO: Fred Ryan 

FROM: KATHY OSBORNE 
Personal Secretary 

to the President 

DATE: 6-17-85 

...,v 

Please note the sentence where I 
have put an arrow. Any thoughts 
on this before I show to RR? 
Col. Oldfield is an oldtime friend. 

Thanks. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 11 , 1985 

Dear Kathy: 

Congressman Ralph Regula's wife 
brought the Pro Football Hall 
of Fame Queen by for a presenta
tion of a plaque to be given 
to The President and Mrs . Reagan. 
Since The President is interested 
in football we thought it would 
be appropriate if a response 
were to come from The President. 

Thank you. 

~~ 
Louise Bell 
e x t. 2539 
Elaine Crispen's 
Office 



Litton 360 North Crescent Drive, Beverly Hills, California 9021 O 213 859-5905 

Col. Barney Oldfield, USAF (Ret) 
(Consultant) 

Dear President Ron: 

June 11 , 198 5 

That Flag of Liberation affair went off 
quite wel l in Abi lene, and playbacks from it are 
still coming in . I must say it was a little awesome 
to be on the premises dedicated to the memory of 
a man I had served with over so much geography, 
and then find myself framed at the podium by the 
portraits of Genera l s Brad l ey and Collins(it was 
Collins who engineered my recall to uniform when 
I l ef t you at Warner Bro thers -- a nd of course, it 
was just down t he road at Dodge City where we fir s t 
c ame together) . Driving away from the scene afterward, 
g hosts were all around . Good guys all; though! 

I was in El Sa l vador just before Pre s ident 
Duarte came to see you -- as a panelist for the 6th 
Inte r-American Very Special Festival and Symposium for 
the Handicapped . I'd put toge the r a film called AN 
OLYMP IC GOLDEN MOMENT, built around t he two whe elchair 
races at the 1984 Olympics, and we premiered it first in 
El Sa l vador. Pr esident and Mrs . Duarte had us for 
lunc h at their Presidential Palace, where I screened 
the film for t hem , and l e ft him a cassette as a personal 
souvenir . He said you were both alumni of Notre Dame, 
he as a student and you as resu l t of Pat O'Brien and a 
scriptwriter. At one point, for the screening he 
thought the furniture should be re-arranged, took off 
his coat, and asked me to he l p him horse it around 
which we d id. For other people, he's a President but 
we know we're bo t h furniture move rs on the side.?rf 
you have some White House function devoted tot~
Handicapped, perhaps AN OLYMP I C GOLDEN MOMENT would 
be a fit) 

me ... 
Best always to N~ nd yourself 

President Ronald Re agan, NW • \ 
The White House, 
1600 Penns y lvania Ave., 
Washington, DC 20500 

'r:-rom Vada and 



May.8, 1985 • CONGRESSIONAL RECORD -- H 2965 
that the war was over. It Is a great 
pleasure to be one of the cosponsors of 
this resolution, and I urge Its adop
tion. 

- Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
to the gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. 
ALEXANDER]. 

Mr. ALEXANDER. I thank the gen
tleman for yielding to me. I rise to 
support the resolution. Last night 
WETA broadcast. a film entitled 
"Memory of The Camps'.' on channel 
26. 

D 1230 
It was a film of the atrocities execut

ed and administered by the Nazis at 
Bergen-Belsen, at Dachau, Buchen
wald, Auschwitz and many . of the 350 
concentration camps throughout Nazi 
Germany. It told the story of the 

• Third Reich being sustained by enslav-
• ·ing millions of people to work without 

adequate food or proper housing to 
produce for the German war machine. 
It showed barbarism and brutality at 
Its worst. A British soldier was Inter
viewed at Bergen-Belsen near Bitburg 
where 30,000 people died of starvation 

• and disease. He said, ."Now, having 
seen these atrocities, I know why I am 
fighting Nazi Germany." This inhu
manity to humankind Is so horrible it 
must be seen to be believed. 

· , I have asked WETA for permission 
to rebroadcast this film on the House 

- broadcast system, and as soon as that 
•• permission is granted, I will advise 
Members of the time that it will be 
broadcast. Every Member of Congress 
should see this moving film and be re
minded of why -World War II was 
fought and why _we should never 
forget the borrow -inflicted upon the 

• civilized world by a barbaric band of 
Nazis. We shall never forget! 

I thank the gentleman for yielding. 
e Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. Speaker, our 
great State of Kansas has shared in 
some of this country's greatest historic 
milestones, and In the First District 

-people come from all over the \"\iorld to 
visit the Dwight D . Eisenhower Li
brary in Abilene. Some are scholars, 
some are those who wore the uniform 
and served with him, some are tour
ists, and some are young people who 
ponder and perhaps are Inspired as 
they should be that a small-town boy 
who grew up In Abilene would one day 
lead the mightiest military force ever 
assembled to victory. 

On May 8, a great deal of a ttention 
was given to the 40th anniversary of 
V-E pay, the end of World War II In 
Et;.;-;.;pe. F or the next. 2 months, the 
"'Flag of Liberation," given that desig
nation by President Franklin D. Roo
sevelt, will be on display at the Eisen
hower Library in Abilene. It was the 
flag flying over the Capi tol dome here 
In Washington at the moment the 
attack was launched against Pearl 
Harbor on December 7, 1941. One of 
the members of this House, the late 
Congressman Maury Maverick of 
Texas, had the Dag taken down and 
saved. It was to be flov:n over each of 

the Axis capitals a.s they were defeat- 1 Gorbachev. David and the Bay Area 
ed In WV.1 II. That order was carried ouncll haYe b een most helpful to me 
out. • . and many others In the bay area. I am 

On the night of May 7, at a special also indebted to Davld for his assist-
40th anniversary of V-E Day reception ance In the establishment of the Com
at the Dwight D. Eisenhower Library, mittee of 21, v.·hich v.•as formall y .es
its director, Dr. John Wickman, invlt- tablished yesterday under the auspices 
·ea Col. Barney ' Oldfield, USAF, re- of the ·Congressional Human Rights 
tired, of Beverly Hills, CA, to be th Caucus.e 
guest speaker. Colonel Oldfiel • Mr. "RUDD. Mr. Speaker, today 
worked with General Eisenhower an marks the 40th anniversary of . V-E 
the Flag of Liberation kept crossin Day, the day the· allies brought an end 
his path over many years. d to the repression and horrible atroc
President Reagan aware of ts ex s !ties committed by Nazi Germany , It is 
ence, and It was the President's wish a time for celebration. It Is also a time 
t: a i be a part of oth V-E and V-J o remember all those Americans who 
~0 anniversan, activities. After 60 crved and sacrificed to bring an end 

ays In Abilene, the Flag of Liberation the war In Europe . . •. . , 
will be moved to the Harry S. Truman I hope my colleagues will .join me In 
Library in Independence, MO; In con- sponsoring . House Resolution 161 
nection with plans "there for V-J Day. bmitted by the distinguished chair-

Because the Flag of Liberation Is of the Veterans' Affairs Commit- • 
congressional property, it seemed to , SONNY MONTGOJ\1ERY, to set-aside 
me that my colleagues who do ·not s day In honor_ of our ~orld_ War II 
know about It, and those who do, ·will v erans. 
be Inspired by Its wanderings, the hope we will also commit ourselves 

• meaning it symbolizes before history a -meaningful reconciliation · with 
·of a great effort by ·all the people of e people of West Germany who are 
this,country.e .· • w strong allies of ours in the strug-
• Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speakr dr"S@X gle to ensure that such tyranny as pre
we commem.;iijtf 1b I Jlll!'fflvc ffl,- vailed 40 years ago never occurs 
Of the victo over Nazi Germany again.• 
which brought the Second World War • Mr. ECKART of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
In Europe to an end. That victory was as we discuss in . the Congress the 
made possible by the alliance between many conflicts existent in the world 
the United States and the Soviet today, it Is important that we pause to 
Union. • • . reflect the anniversary of the ending 

Now as our two countries mark that · of the war in Europe. . 
anniversary, there Is an important op- . Forty years ago on this day, the 
portunity available to tl:)e new Secre- Allies accepted the surrender of the 
tai-y General of the Cornmunist Party .Axis forces and victory was declared in 
of-the Soviet Union, Mikhail .'Gorba- Europe. It was a truly momentous day. 
chev, an opportunity that will reflect .As we all learned from our experi
favorably on the Soviet Union and ·ences or our reading of history books, 
that will certainly have a favorable World War II was the war'to end all 
effect upon relations between our two wars and lead to eternal pea.ce for 
countries. J 

A number of Soviet citizens-veter- America and the world. Unfoi:tunate y, 
ans of the Soviet Army who fought to • this serene outlook vias later shat
defend the Soviet Union dunng World • tered. 
war II-have requested permission to The goal, however, is eternal. Peace 
emigrate from t]:le Soviet Union. Thus for this Nation and the world should 

be the ultimate aim for us and for our far that permission has been denied by 
the Soviet Government. peers around the globe. With the .ex-

On this 40th anniversary of V-E treme capabilities . of. destruction 
Day, I wrote to Mr. Gorbachev and which so many nations possess today, 
asked that he exercise magnanimity in this goal takes on an even more impor
the spirit of the commemoration of tant and urgent message. As Harry 
th is great victory over the the forces Truman once said, '·'It is all too obvl
of Nazi Germany and grant amnesty ous that if we do not abolish war on 
to 18 of these veterans, and that he this earth, then surely, one day, war 
grant permission for these men to Join will abolish us from the earth." 
their famil ies and friends In other I am sure that no one shares this 
countries, as they have _repeatedly re- belief more than the nearly 16 miJlion 
qu ested. Americans who served their country in 

The youngest of these men is 65 , and World War II. There should be no 
many ~.,e in their seventies. Their de- greater testament to this goal than 
part.ure will 11ot be a loss to the Soviet the 406,000 Americans who 1c:; t. tl, ei r 
Union, but on the contrary, It will lives In deiending their country. 
demonstrate the humanitarian sens!- Today, Jet us continue the search for 
tivities of the Soviet Government and peace and h onor those who sened and 
Its leaders. , those who never returned from the 

Mr. Speaker, I wish to commend war to end all wars .• 
publicly David Waksberg. the execu- • Mr. LOWERY of California. Mr. 
tive director of the Bay Area Council Speaker. today Is the 40th anniversary 
for Soviet Jewry, for prmiding me of Victory in Europe, or V-E day. On 
with the list of 18 Soviet veterans this day we should turn our thoughts 
which I have sent to Secretary Gener- to a number of things: to the untold 



Speaking on the occasion of the Flag of Liberation 
display at the Dwi ght D. Eisenhower Library as part of 
the 40th anniversary of VE Day observances, Col. 
Barney Oldfield, USAF(~et.), who had worked with General 
Eisenhower, found himself flan ked by portraits of two 
other famous military leaders with whom he had served 

General Omar Nelson Bradley and General J. Lawton Collins. 

It was for Bradley he was asked to write the Tables of 
Organization and Equipment for what became the famous 
Press Camps which followed the field armies across Western 
Europe, and when Bradley au togr aphed his book A SOLDIER's 
STORY to him, he wrote simply: "Soldier , publicist". 
After the lodgment in Normandy, when Bradley would unwind after 
a long day, he used to like to summon members of his staff 
to put on a catcher's mitt so he could pitch to them, as 
at West Point he had been a pitcher on the Cadet's team. 

It was General Collins post-war, who picked Col. Oldfield 
as one of 30 Army officers who would be recalled to uniform, 
0iven regular con@issions, around whom the Army would 
build its public relations requirements. 

(Dwight D. Eisenhower Library Photo) 



• greater los angeles press club 

THE BALL 
XXXVIII No. 5 

CORNER POCKET 
New business editor for the Daily 

\lews: Doug Dowie, who has been 
::hief of the Los Angeles UPI bureau. 
Doug is vice president of the Society 
::>f Professional Journalists/ Sigma 
Delta Chi, Los Angeles chapter. 

L.A. Times moves: Julie Wilson, 
appointed editor of the Southeast/ 
Long Beach suburban section, re
places Betty Liddick, now assistant 

! surbuban editor, administration. Gary 
Gorman succeeds Wilson as editor of 
the South Bay section, coming from 

, the Orlando Sentinel, where he was 
metropolitan editor . .. Jonathan 
Peterson joins the business staff as a 
reporter focusing on economic issues 
affecting the elderly (he was on the 
Knight-Ridder Washington, D.C. 

' bureau) . .. Jean Merl, assistant metro 
editor on the government desk since 
1983, is city editor of the San Fer

, nando Valley edition, replacing Bob 
: Baker, who went back to the reporting 

staff of Metro. Ted Rohrlich, criminal 
courts beat reporter, succeeds Merl. 

9 
Shav Glick, sports writer for the 

Times, is the recipient of an award 
presented by the Southern Cali/or • 
Golf Assn. • s z and menwrious service to 

WINNER. Receiving 1984 Leonardo Pro
fessional of the Year award is N. Richard 
Lewis (center), president of Lewis & 
Associates. Making presentation are C.A. 
Carlson (left) and Raymond Gaio, incom
ing president of L.A. chapter of Society for 
Marketing Professional Services. 

amateur golf in Southern California." 
He received the tribute April 8 at the 
organization's golf tournament at the 
Annandale Country Club in 
Pasadena. 

Lucille Stewart is putting together 
a summer trip to Yugoslavic1, including 

famous summer festival will be in pro
gress. The tour leaves Aug. 16. 

Col. Oldfield Making History Again 
"The Flag of Liberation," so-named 

by FDR because it was flying over the 
Capitol when the Japanese struck 
Pearl Harbor, and later was ordered 
flown over the Axis capitols as they 
were defeated, will once again be in 
the spotlight. 

So will P.C. member, Col. Barney 
Oldfield, USAF (Rel.), who has been 
invited to speak May 7 at the 40th 
anniversary of VE and VJ Days being 
observed at the Dwight D. 
Eisenhower Library in Abilene, Kan
sas. 
- Barney, a PR consultant to Litton 

Industries, will tell the story of the 
famous flag, and how it almost was 
forgotten. 

Barney first saw the flag when he 
was stationed in Berlin and he ar
ranged for it to be raised over the U.S. 
Office of Military Government for 
Germany. President Truman used that 

occasion (7/21/45) during the Big 
Three Conference to renounce all ter
ritorial claims by the U.S. 

It had flown in Rome over Musso
lini 's Piazza Venezia balcony on July 
20, 1944. After Berlin it went to Gen
eral MacArthur who had it flying as 
part of the Japanese surrender cere
monies on the USS Battleship Mis
souri . 

Later, upon his recall to duty, he 
found the flag forgotten in that desk 
drawer. He made arrangements to 
take it back to Congress under full 
honor guard on April 6, 1948, where it 
was accepted by the late Sen. Arthur 
Vandenberg and House Speaker Joe 
Martin. 

Now Barney and the Flag will be 
back together in Abilene. It will be 
displayed there for 60 days, and then 
move to the Harry S. Truman Library in 
Independence, Mo. 

MAY, 1985 

New Members 
Michael Cannon Graham 

Jewish Television 
Network/ Staff 
Journalist 

Michael O'Sullivan 
Voice of America/ 
Correspondent 

Janet Nairn 
Freelancer 

Jody Avery 
Braille Institute/ 
Publications Editor 

Marjean Stewart 
UCLA Publications/ 
Asst. Media Adviser 

Stephen Grossman 
Daily Bruin/ 
Journalism Adviser 

George King 
The Aetherius Society/ 
President/ Author 

Jerry Digney 
Sollers/ Raskin/ Friedman 
Sr. Public Relations 
Counselors-Entertainment 

Robert-A. Slayman 
Lockheed Corp:/ 
Corporate Director 
of Public Information 

Maurice Chervin 
West Los Angeles College/ 
Student 

C. McKinley 
rco/ Corporate 

_ etired 

irs : 
ere delighted to recently re

ce iv your check for $2,000 for 
grad te journalism scholarships 
throug r. Karl Hubenthal. We are so 
very pl sed that you are continuing 
this sup t of our efforts to educate 
fine profe nnal journalists. 

We are v y proud of our current 
group of students and of our recent 
graduates, and we feel that we are • 
attracting fine students from across 
the country. 

We are also especially pleased that 
the check should come from your fine 
organization with all its professional 
associations. You will be hearing from 
the students who are !ort unate 
enough to receive awards from your 
scholarship fund . 
Sincerely yours, 
Stewart Hudson, Chairman 
Communication Division 
Pepperdine 



f . [2 • OMAHA WORLD-HERALD Wednesday, May 29, 1~ *** 
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1 !~Is Billboard an Inspiration .· ;•;' 
. gQr a Sign Conipany Error?. 

\..· 1 • . 

~.~•• Here's a curiosity: a Keep Omaha 
• ~.~eaulirul billboard • near downtown 
. • ..Council Bluffs. 

. ;~:· : Put up by Imperial Outdoor Advertis
.• • ..ing, the sign faces eas1bound traffic on 
':-•Broadway near 21st Street. : 
· : , It pictures Keep Omaha Beautiful's 
t: 'kangaroo masco~. Les Litter . 
. :: : The lettering declares, "Les Litter 
·•;Makes Me a Proud Nebraskan." 
• •, Mrs. Les Anderson, Keep Omaha 
: -"Beautiful chairman and fOWJder, said 

. : :imperial, as a public service, has in
. <stalled identical signs all over Omaha. 

• •But she was not aware of the. Bluffs 
: ;installation until I mentioned it. 
~. • "I 'm surprised" she said "but 

"Now, you don't have cows in central .. • 
residential areas in St. Paul. But I ,: . 

. couldn't stop to investigate. On my way ;_. 
home for lunch, I heard the mooir~l5" 
again while passing the college. • • • , '.r 

: ': :guess I should be pleased that' our mes-
•. :--sage is being carried that far." • 
, ·: Not quite so pleased when he learned 
:,.about the sign was Don Thompson, gen
::eral manager or toe sign company. 
-:·rsan error," he ~id. 

"To my surprise, I saw workmen· us-~ . , 
ing ropes and pulleys to remove a cow~;•:, 1. 

from the top of a Wee-story ~er\'.f,,~r•ii . ·t;.'. 
mitory. , : :~\~ ·., 

"By this time the cow was bellowmg. •. 
"I learned later that some students 

: :Dialogue in El Salvador 

had managed to get the cow up the ,il(;~I . 
stairs. But nQ one could get her to ·walk • , 
back down. 

::. :Former Nebraskan Barney Oldfield, 
-~ow with Litton Industries of Beverly 
• : Hills, Calif., was a luncheon guest re
.cently of President and Mrs. Jose N~ 
Icon Duarte of El Salvador. 

One or several Americans honored 
for their efforts in behalf of hand
icapped people, Oldfield was the direc
tor and script writer of a short film, 

• "An Olympic Golden Moment." The 
film, shown fo.r the group, depicted two 
wheelchair races at last year's Olym-
pics in Los Angeles. . 

Oldfield said he has a personal m
•. • terest in the problems of handicapped 

people because of a revered aunt, Ota 
• Blankenship. Born deaf, she learned to 
' talk and was a longtime teacher at the 
• Nebraska School for the Deaf. 

"They lowered her over the side of 
the building, but first they had to re
move part of the exterior wall." 

:,. ¥ ¥, 

Price Was Right 
A recent story in the paper about Ab

bott Drive, which links downtown 
Omaha to Eppley Airfield, inapired a 
call from Glenn C~ fonner 
mayor and congressman. 

He contributed this historical 
footnote on how Abbott Drive became 
Abbott Drive: 

"One day while I was mayor, I got a 
call from Chris Abbott (a wealthy 
Hyannis, Neb., rancher-financier). 
Chris said, 'Say, why don't you build a 
better route to the airport?' • 

"I said, 'I'd love to, but we don't have 
that kind of monev.' , ' ' • 

"He said, 'I've been talking to my 
good friend, Guy McDonald, and it 

,· 
l 

Durine his stay in El Salvador, 
: Oldfield had a conversation with Duarte 
: in which the president recalled his days 
.• as a student at Notre Dame University. 
• "I went out for football at Notre 
; oame because J was a gooa ·runner," 

won't co.st you a cent.'" McDonald was .. ,,, , 

,' Duarte said. · .. .. • • 
,. : "But I gave it up when I found out 

• what happened to you after you got the 
• ball. " 

::t of_ roads f~~ the __ r~ t~· J:~~~l 
"That'~ the way· tt 1

rhappened.' Guy •· j 
was a good friend of Abbott and went , 
out to Chris' mnch a lot of times. Chris 
would always pick him up at the airport 
here. 

"The feds put up most of the money 
for the airport road, and the rest came 

omething to Moo About • from the Nebraska Department of 
' - --~ ,..,.,.,..,..,.._. Jtoeds "'iRd &he li,tat♦ Qf IGH., '"""-~'.'11•!1;.~"'1 

,,. •- ·•· "'""T'he'"'.1Un!"'Mltton--orR'eader"!I Digest "Iowa was involved because the road 
includes a story about a college dean was to go through Carter L&ke. But I ~ . . ~'. 
who denied a legend that m his own remember there was a little trouble · 

. ._, . undergraduate days at tqe college h~ •. with Iowa. But Guy got on the phone :~•,:•.·-:: r . , t put a cow into tJ)e steeple ~f1he_c~,pel. ·-and told the 11.>Wll ~le to get·oft th4't_r\ f~;·;\ 
• .: '. " I couldn't get her up the stairs, he duff." • · • • · _,. 1 

• • explained. • The road was not completed ' until • / 
, Now comes Omahan William J. Pa- 1955, long after Abbott's death. But Cun-
: genkopf with a;; <:b:servat1on that some ningham said he would not hear of any 

: ~~~~~~un~I~h=:~~;~~e resourc,efw at r=t~~~:~r the thoroughfare ~pr. ; I• 

He cited a Jlappening in the early "If it hadn't been for Chris Abbott's 
: 1920s on_tbe campus of Macalester Col· friendship with Guy McDonald, It 
• lege In St. Paul, Mmn., his boyhood wouldn't have happened," Cunningham • 

·: .hometown. said. 
"To go to grade school, I had to walk Footnote to the footnote: Although J 

• past or go through the college the city paid nothing for Abbott Drive , 
: grounds," said Pagenkopf. "The day af- Itself, it did build a one-block extension ; 
• ter one Halloween. while en route to to II that provided a coMection ,with . 
: school, I heard a cow mooing1 Dodge Street. . ,;'. 

.• J ,i t•ll' 
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Y~af:~~eiled there last week by ~ol. . i · " ~-~ OWer __ r.ary get~ _ . STAMFOfl \)s,,,. ~oO~ , ,.: _..... announced itnce last summer. • 

,,_ - 'Europe. The g . d A' Force officer. - . ' -- . ·,. fl . , . -~- , . '. . . h ed ~o~ • • _...,...... effective June 
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WASHI NG T ON 

/ 6~/~3.5 
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iJanuary 24, 1986 / b 
.;Jtl3 

- ./)7-· 
Dear Walter: 

p ~/ .t).tJ 5-: t!! 2 
Thanks for the Wall Str:..ee:t Journa es.Sa¥. 
hadn't seen it before. 

I'm not sure legislation limiting profits 
wouldn't open doors to further government 
controls on business in general, but I'll 
keep t his in mi nd. In the meantime, we've 
made cons i de r able progr ess, contrary to the 
drumbeat of propaganda about the defense 
buildup. In t he fi r st p l ace, I have a 
commi ss i on he a ded by Dave Packard that will 
be reporting in s hort ly on their s tudy of 
e verything having t o do with defense - 
emphasi s on procurement. 

When we got here , we f ound there wa s l ittle 
or no competitive bidding on contracts. 
Tha t ha s been changed, with the resul t that 
virtually every major weapon system is coming 
in ahead o f schedule and unde r budget . 

I'll keeo m e e s 
warning in mind . 
seeing you both . 

Love to Lee . 

Sincerely, 

"" /)J 1!11tY l' -__:;,N. 

nor~ 
y. 

wi..th_ Tk.e ' s 
forwar d to 

( 

The Honorable Walte~ H. Annenberg 
11 Sunnylands " 
Post Office Box 9 8 
Rancho Mirage, California 92 270 r~· . . _ .. , 

860 12 
\~~:,:eif ii{t~i~~~ijjbi;ft'li~$Ij~,&;!'JI;'i iSf l":"":2:l.:t":e:-:~ 0 2:ii}i§f\i~ftlt~~f 



January 24, 1986 

'l'r1anka for the l,'{all Street Journal essay. l 
hadn•t seen it nefo:re.-:-----

I 'tri not sure l~gislat.ion limiting profits 
woulJn't. open doors to further government 
controls on busineas in general, but r~11 
keep this in mind... ! n the meantime, we've 
made considcrabla progross,. contrary to the 
rlrur,ibeat of propaganda a.bout the defense 
buildup .. In the first place, ! have a 
coi>Jit,ission headed by Dave Packard that will 
be reporting in shortly cm their study of 
everything having to do with defense -
emphasis on. procurement. 

When we got hero, we found there waa litt)..e 
or no competitive bidding on contracts. 
That. has be~n che.ngnd, wit.h the result that 
virtually every major weapon system is coming 
in ahead of iaohedule and under 1-',udget .. 

It ll keep iliY eyes and ears open with IkQ' s 
warning iii mind. We• re looking for-,,1a.rd to 
seeing you r.oth. 

Love to Lee .. 

The Monorable Walter H.. A..rmenberg 
*' Sunny lands '1 

Post Office Box 98 
Rancho Mirage, California 92270 
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WALTER H. A N N E N BERG 

January 17, 1986 

The Hon. Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

As I respect your time, I do not 
like to bother you with too much correspondence 
but I read a most thoughtful, yet brief, essay 
in today's Wall Street Journal, "The Complex 
Meaning of Ike's Famous Talk" which I am en
closing herewith. 

Would it be politically acceptable 
and wise for our country to set into motion 
legislation to limit the profits of the so
called "Miliary Industrial Complex?" 

With all good wishes. 

Enclosure 

"Sunny lands" 
P. 0. Box 98 
Rancho Mirage, CA 92-270 

Sincerely, 

Walter Annenberg 



The Complex Meaning of Ike's Famous T ~lk 
I By STANLEY A. WEISS 
Twenty-five years ago today a beloved 

American president, preparing to return to 
private life, delivered the most remarkable 
POiitical speech of his career. 

. When Dwight D. Eisenhower sat down 
before the television cameras on Jan. 17, 
1961, to offer his parting thoughts after two 
terms in office, the nation had every rea
son to expect a straightforward summary 
of Ike's eight years in the White House
and perhaps some 'policy suggestions for 
the future. 

But from the opening reference to his 
half-century of putJlic service, Eisen
hower's farewell address aimed for a 
much wider vision. 

The speech's most startling passage, 
and its best remembered today, was a 
blunt assessment of the danger of a large 
standing army coexisting with a perma
nent arms industry. Coming as it did from 
the only career military officer to serve as 
president in this century, Ike's warning 
about the "military-industrial complex" 
created shock waves that were felt at his 
news conference on the morning following 
the speech and have not ceased since. 

Unfortunately, the military-industrial 
complex phrase is nearly always quoted 
out of the context of the speech. Eisen
hower was neither condemning nor prais
ing the military-industrial complex. 
Rather, he was making a much deeper 
point. 

The essence of the speech, to which Ike 
returned again and again, was the need for 
balance-"balance between the clearly 
necessary and the comfortably desirable," 
"balance between cost and hoped-for ad· 
vantaie," and, perhaps m~st imp_ortant of 

all, "balance between the actions of the 
moment and the national welfare of the fu
ture." 

-Political balance is threatened, Ike said 
in his address, when interests or factions 
in the country wield unchecked power-ei
ther as the result of growth over time or as 
the result of specific crises. 

Two such factions concerned Eisen
hower enough that he mentioned them ex
plicity in the speech. One faction was cre
ated by an alliance between elements of 
the federal government and the scientific 
community. Science could become cor· 
rupted by a dependence on federal fund-· 
ing, Ike warned, and, conversely, "public 
policy could itself become the captive of a 
scientific-technological elite." 

The other faction that worried him was 
the military-industrial complex. The U.S. , 
had been "compelled to create" a huge na
tional-defense establishment, Ike said, be
cause it could no longer risk an emergency 
improvisation in defense and because it 
would face a "hostile" and "ruthless" ide-

, ology for an "indefinite duration.'' 
• But here, as with the bond between sci-

. ence and government, Eisenhower saw the 
possible pitfalls: "The potential for the di
sastrous rise of misplaced power exists , 

. and will persist." 
Ike didn't advocate the destruction of 

the military-industrial complex, any more 
than he advocated the dissolution of the 
federal government's relations with the 
scientific community. Instead, he charac
teristically urged his fellow citizens to 
keep the parts of the whole in propor
tion: 

"Only an alert and knowledgeable citi
zenry can compel the proper meshing of 

the huge industrial and military machinery 
of defense with our peaceful methods and 
goals so that security and liberty may 
prosper together." 

The task of democratic leadership, Ei
senhower said, was to ensure that democ
racy's boisterous, contending factions 
served the nation, but never directed it. 

The astonishingly prophetic quality of 
the speech is clear today each time a spe
cjal interest ·prevails upon Congress or the 
president to yjeld to what Ike called " the 
temptation to feel that some spectacular or 
costly action could become the miraculous 
solution to all current difficulties." 
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I have also been informed that this information is likely 
to be found only at the Eisenhower Library if, in fact, it 
was recorded at the time. Should you wish to pursue that 
avenue of research, points of contact that have been suggested 
are: 

Mr. James O'Neill 
Ass stant Arc v1.st for Presidential Libraries 
National Archives and Records Administration 
7th and Pennsylvania Aves., N.W. 
Washington, DC 20408 
(202) 523-3212 

or 

Mr. John Wickman 
re"cfor 

Dwight D. Eisenhower Library 
Abilene·, KS 67410 
(916) 263-4751 

Mr. Edmund :.iorris 
119 Second Street, N.E. 
Washington, DC 20002 

Sincerely, 

RICHARD P. RILEY 
Director 

White House Military Office 
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The 
Susskind 
Company 

Mr . Donald Regan 
Chief of Staff 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr . Regan: 

August 5, 1986 

20001 

Jack Valenti suggested that I write to you regarding 
a television special which I have just produced called 
11 IKE 11 (Dwight D. Eisenhower) which will appear ori the 
Public Broadcasting System October 29 , 1986 at 9:00-
10 : 00 p . m. This is a one-man bravura performance by 
the noted actor E. G. Marshall . 

C. :( l 'f (,.' ,,.., / 
..:.. ·- . ~ 

In the course of the program President Eisenhower takes 
the audience on a retrospective journey of his extraordinary 
career . Historians have called President Eisenhower the 
father of "modern Republicanism" and I think this title 
is singularly appropriate . The show is one hour in length 
and was f i lmed entirely on location at the Eisenhower 
home in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania . 

Ghope President Reagan will find the time in his busy 
enda to view 11 IKE 11

, and I would be honored to have his 
action . 

I ncidentally , Jack Valenti is arranging a screening at 
The Motion Picture Producers Association in Washington 
on or about October 8, 1986 . If you have the time, I 
would be pleased to have you attend this event . 

Thank you for your consideration . 

Sincerely , 

_:52£J~l~ 
David Susskind ~ 

DS/sa 

The Susskind Company, Inc. 230 Park Avenue, Suite 963, New York, N.Y. 10169 (212) 818-1180 
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Dwight D. Eisenhower, 1960 f]f 2 45 

I am sending a copy of this letter to the Chairman of the National 
Capital Planning Commission and to the Chairman of the Commission 
of Fine Arts. 

Sincerely, 

DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 

.. ;_·.- I~ LJLJcJ-33 

NiJIJJf 
/ V__})LJ;3 
FEIJILJ 

Non, The kUe, w~ relmed "<he U.S. N,n! B~,. New~£(_) ;.g Ji -I_)], 

244 (] Statement by the President Following the 
Firing of the Polaris Missile by the Submarine 
Patrick Hen~. July 25, 1960 

THIS DEMONSTRATION exceeds in significance for the nation's 
security even the most optimistic predictions that I had heard about the 
expected efficiency of this new weapons system. I am proud of the 
patriotic and competent personnel who have brought about this great 
achievement. Moreover, in the crew, officers and men, I find another 
example of traditional morale and training of our armed services 
personnel. 

NOTE: The President made a noon tour which he watched the firing of two 
of the submarine U .S.S. Patrick H enry, Polaris missiles from the submarine. 
then boarded the Barbara Anne, from 

245 fJf Address at the Republican National 
Convention in Chicago. July 26, 1960 

Mr. Chairman, members of this convention, your guests, and my fellow 
citizens across this broad land: 

From our hearts, Mamie and I thank you for the warmth of your 
greeting. 

My friends, there is no individual who has been in political life for five 
minutes that has not felt at times discouragement and disappointment. 
But such a demonstration as you have given to my wife and me tonight, 
after we have for seven and a half years been occupying the positions we 
now hold, is indeed a tribute that warms our hearts. , Ve shall never 
forget you. 
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The enthusiasm I find throughout this Convention evidences your 
support of the domestic and international leadership that has been pro
vided by Republicans during the past seven and a half years. 

This means to me that, under sound Republican direction, you want, 
first of all, to stimulate-never weaken-the sturdy self-reliance and 
self-confidence of the American citizen, and sustain his equality before 
the law. 

Next, that you believe moral law to be the sure foundation of every 
constructi\'C human action. 

Third, that you want to continue to foster a strong, expanding economy. 
Next, that you are determined to continue the maintenance of a 

national security position second to none. 
Next, that your deepest hope is that each of us may do his or her part 

in furthering the age-old dream of mankind-a universal peace with 
justice. 

And finally, that each of you is ready to roll up your sleeves and to work 
tirelessly and in every conceirnble, honorable way to help achieve these 
great purposes. 

My friends, I have come before you to testify to my great pride in the 
America of today; and my confidence in the brightness of her future. 
I glory in the moral, economic and military strength of this nation, in the 
ideals that she upholds before the world, and in her readines.s to assist 
the less fortunate of the earth to obtain and enjoy the blessings of freedom. 

So to this convention I bring no words of despair or doubt about my 
country-no doleful prediction of impending disaster. 

In this election campaign of I 960, I pray that Republicans will always 
remember the greatness of our nation and will talk only the truth about 
her-because, my friends, in spreading the truth we are not only being 
true to our national ideals but ,ve are planting the fertile seeds of political 
victory. 

, Ve need not and we shall not distort or ignore the facts . The truth
the whole truth-will lead the American people to wise decisions in 
selecting the men and women to occupy positions of responsibility in 
government, including the man who will ride with me up Pennsylvania 
Avenue next January to be inaugurated as our next President. 

And if we present the facts fervently, persistently, and widely, the next 
President of the United States will be a Republican-and that will indeed 
be a blessing for America. 
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Dwight D. Eisenhower, 1960 

So this campaign is nothing less than a vast educational endeavor
presenting to the citizens the evidence they need in order to arrive at their 
individual judgments on the is.sues and the candidates. 

,vhoever misleads by calculated use of some but not all the facts, who
ever distorts the truth to serve selfish ambition, whoever asserts weakness 
where strength exists-makes a mockery of the democratic process and 
misrepresents our beloved country in the eyes of a watching world. 

The irrefutable truths are that the United States is enjoying an unprec
edented prosperity; that it has, in cooperation with its friends and allies, 
the strongest security system in the world, and that it is working cease
lessly and effectively for a peace with justice, in freedom. 

Our own mounting living standards and the history of these Republi
can years, provide the proof that these are facts. 

It's not my purpose tonight to review the detailed story of these past 
seven and a half years. But our people are so deeply and naturally inter
ested in the status and progress of American economic, military and for
eign activities that to those fields I direct my particular attention. 

Our foremost objective is the pursuit of peace with justice. To make 
any progress toward this goal we must have both a strong economy and 
adequate military strength. I will talk first of these two essential 
conditions. 

The economic story can· be quickly, succinctly, and accurately told. 
There are more Americans today employed, at higher wages and with 
more take-home pay than ever before in our history. And with this they 
have more confidence in the stability of their money than they have en
joyed in three decades. 

Included in this record there is one economic comparison that has 
particular interest in this election year. It inrnlves what the economists 
call the Gross National Product. Concerning it we are fed a great deal 
of information-and much more of mis-information. Now the inter
esting fact to which I refer is that in these past seven and a half years 
the annual Gross National Product has increased by one hundred billion 
dollars-or 2 5 per cent. 

This figure, though stupendous, is asserted by some to be unnecessarily 
low. But what would they say if they knew that during the almost eight
year duration of the prior, Democratic, Administration, the Gross National 
Product actually declined in every single peacetime year, save one. 

Are we not justified in drawing some appropriate conclusions from 
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this fact? And by the way, the-facts that I am giving you are in terms 
of constant dollars. 

It is clear that whatever economic growth was realized during the 
previous Administration occurred mainly under wartime circumstances. 
Surely it is not suggested that this is the way for the United States to 
seek prosperity ! 

During all the years of this Administration, I've heard much from the 
opposition-especially from its free-spending clique-about increasing 
the rate of economic growth, by depending principally on governmental 
activity, with vastly increased Federal expenditures. 

Here we encounter a major difference between the two parties: we, 
as Republicans, reject the argument that healthy growth can thus be 
bought from the funds of the Federal Treasury. 

We believe profoundly that constant and unnecessary governmental 
meddling in our economy leads to a standardized, weakened, and taste
less society that encourages dull mediocrity; whereas private enterprise, 
dependent upon the vigor of healthful competition, leads to individual 
responsibility, pride of accomplishment, and, above all, national strength. 
This has always been, is now-and I pray will always be-basic 
Republican doctrine. 

Our total picture of economic well-being contains another fact vitally 
important to eYery citizen: the amazing growth in national prosperity 
since I 953 has been accompanied by a radical reduction in the rate of 
inflation. 

Inflation-the most insidious and cruel form of taxation ever devised
drove prices up 48 per cent in the previous Administration, thus robbing 
millions of our people of savings and of purchasing power. 

In the last seven and a half years, we have succeeded in keeping the 
total price rise below eleven per cent. And, at least this is my fixed 
opinion, this record could have been even better if I might have had the 
privilege of working all these years with a Republican Congress. 

Now over and above strictly material accomplishments, the American 
people have every reason to be proud of their many domestic achievements 
during these Republican years. 

Our educational structure has been expanded and assisted to perform 
better its traditional functions. 

A higher percentage of Americans than ever before own their own 
homes. 
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Dwight D. Eisenhower, 1960 

In science and technology, advances have been unprecedented. 
My Science Adviser informs me that funds going into research and 

development are two and a half times greater than they were seven years 
ago. 

Fifty million more Americans have been covered by private medical 
and hospital insurance. 

Medical research has expanded five times. 
Seven and a half million more of our people have been covered by 

Social Security. 
And, in the face of all the efforts of the reckless spenders to thwart the 

Administration, a budgetary surplus has been achieved, fiscal responsi
bility has been maintained, and confidence restored . 

Such results are the fruit of sound, deliberate policies-including 
Executive yeto of irresponsible, narrowly-conceived, pork-barrel legisla
tion. These surpluses create new confidence in the principle of fiscal 
responsibility in the Federal government, they lessen inflationary pres
sures and off er new hope for some debt reduction. 

\Ve have, of course, serious dome.stic problems still requiring attention. 
Mere recitation of a few of these emphasizes the moral obligation of the 
nation as a whole and each of its individual citizens in these matters. 

Education must be improved. 
Juvenile delinquency and crime cry out for renewed attack at every 

level. 
Constructive solutions must be found for difficult agricultural problems. 
Racial and religious discrimination must be combatted. 
City slums must be erased, and depressed regions in our prosperous 

nation, where they exist, must be restored to economic health. 
There can be no dispute about the necessity of getting on with the job 

in these and other pressing matters. But the major question is how shall 
it be done. 

I repeat, it is Republican policy in such matters to rely first on the 
ingenuity and initiative of citizens themselves. Because it is the people in 
whom we place our faith. When government must undertake a pro
gram, we look wherever possible, to the State and local governments to 
assume the responsibility. The Federal government undertakes only 
those necessary tasks which cannot otherwise be accomplished. But even 
so, the central government finds itself deeply involved, and the proper 
performance of these duties requires time, resources, e.xperience and 
judgment. 
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It is an irresponsible misrepresentation for any party to allege that all 
the human and economic problems of this nation can be overcome in a 
short time, or accomplished by reckless spending of our grandchildren's 
resources-and all this, they claim, without increasing taxes or incurring 
new deficits. 

We demand that the Federal government give needed assistance cheer
fully, but in ways that will protect the traditional relationship between 
Federal and local government, and promote the dynamism of our total 
economy. Republicans support the concepts that animated the Found
ing Fathers, who feared nothing else so much as they did the concentra
tion of power and responsibility in the central government. 

Our record proves that we ha,1e lived and worked in these convictions. 

Now I come to the military field. 
In the sum of our capabilities we have become the strongest military 

power on earth. 
But just as the Biblical Job had his boils, so we have a cult of pro

fessional pessimists who, taking counsel of their fears, continually mouth 
the allegation that America has become a second rate military power. 

This extraordinary assertion amazes our friends in the world who know 
better; it even bewilders many of our own people who have examined 
our seven and a half year record of military expansion and who are not 
used to hearing their gigantic defense efforts so belittled. 

But let me give you a few glimpses of the comparative record. 
Let us go back to the last peacetime year of the previous Administra

tion. Defense expenditures during the twelve months preceding the out
break of the Korean vVar were less than $ r 2 billion. Today, we are 
spending, after seven years without hostilities, over three times that 
much-more than $4 I billion annually on a powerful, flexible and ade
quate defense establishment, which commands world-wide respect. 

In r 953 our mainstay in the Strategic Air Command was the B-36. 
We still had many old World War II B-29s in operating squadrons. 

Since then our fleet of heavy bombers has nearly doubled. And the 
bombers with which the Strategic Air Command is now equipped are 
B-52s, giant intercontinental jets which dwarf the power of the obsolete 
B-36. 

New supersonic B-58s are entering our operational forces to replace 
some of the older, medium range B-4 7 jets. 
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Dwight D. Eisenhower, 1960 

A third of this great force, deployed strategically around the world, is 
maintained on continuous ground alert, able to take off within minutes, 
carrying an unimaginable destructive power. 

When this Administration took office, continental U.S. defense was 
almost non-existent. Today, under single command, our continental 
defense against manned aircraft has virtually been completed. Against 
the threat of long range ballistic missiles, we are pressing forward with 
vast programs featuring 3,000-mile range radar stations and satellite warn
ing systems. 

In 1953, our Navy had yet to launch its first nuclear-powered ship. 
Aside from a handful of destroyer types, not a single modern first-line 
ship had joined the Fleet since the end of the construction program of 
World War II. 

Now the Navy has been progressively reshaped. Fifty new guided 
missile ships have been authorized since 1953. We have provided for 
approximately the same number of nuclear-powered vessels. And two of 
the revolutionary Polaris submarines will be operational this year-and 
this has been done in two-thirds of the time predicted by the most opti
mistic of the scientists and sailors. 

Incidentally, the Polaris submarine has just passed its final tests with 
flying colors. And here is another interesting fact: this revolutionary 
and practically invulnerable ballistic missile system was brought from 
initial concept to operational status entirely within the years of the present 
Administration. 

How boastfully the Kremlin dictatorship would have gloated, had it 
been capable of this great achievement! 

Now this nation did not have a single long-range ballistic missile in 
r 953, and no real effort to produce such ballistic missiles was under way. 
The total expenditure in this field by the previous Administration during 
its entire tenure was less than 7 million dollars. 

Now promptly after the close of World War II, the Soviet Union began 
concentrating on missile development. But the present Administration, 
entering office in I 953, had to start practically from scratch. And what 
have we accomplished? 

We have developed a whole family of intermediate and interconti
nental ballistic missiles. And missile squadrons are operational in 
\Vestem Europe. Our first operational intercontinental ballistic missiles 
have gone into place. The whole effort becomes more and more effi
cient and is being accelerated. 
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The American space satellites, now providing answers to great scientific 
problems, were ignored during the previous Administration. In this 
kind of scientific exploration we now lead the world. 

The Army of the United States, which was sent into the Korean War, 
was but a slightly updated version of the Army with which we fought 
World War II. Since then, the Army and the Marines have been 
reorganized and re-equipped to fight under every conceivable condition. 
New man-carried guided missiles and nuclear-capable rockets are giving 
the foot soldier a vastly greater power than even that of a big bomber 
of World War II. 

Fellow Americans: the United States today possesses a military estab
lishment of incalculable power. Combined with the strength of our 
NATO, SEATO, and other allies, the Free World is prepared to meet 
any threat, and, by its retaliatory strength, to face any potential aggressor 
with a mighty deterrent. 

Over all these years we have given priority to the nation's security 
abo\'e other purposes and programs. 

But, in addition to all this, competent military, scientific, intelligence 
and State Department staffs keep daily touch with changing international 
conditions as well as new possibilities for the technical improvement of 
our forces. 

I have time and again announced my purpose of recommending to 
the Congress new methods and, where necessary, new appropriations to 
meet new situations and take advantage of ne,v opportunities for increas
ing our security. Such Yigilance will neYcr be relaxed. 

All this-all this has been brought about by vigorous and imaginative 
leadership, the genius of our scientists, the skill of our armed forces, and 
by the sacrifices of the American people. To belittle this might, prestige, 
pride and capabilities of these groups does such ,·iolence to my sense of 
what is right that I haYe difficulty in restraining my feelings of indigna
tion. 

And mark this well: the world knows that this awesome strength is 
maintained for one principal purpose: to make war so completely un
thinkable that any would-be aggressor will not dare to attack us. And 
with such a deterrent and defensive power, ,ve ha,·e the opportunity to 
work patiently toward the time when we can gradually transfer produc
tion from arms to the true needs of mankind. ..\nd this is America's 
goal. 
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And now I turn to our dealings with other nations. 
In this Administration we have employed the whole might of our 

military, economic, political and moral strength to prevent war and to 
build a solid structure of peace. If we can be blessed with experienced 
and steady leadership in Washington, the possibility of the outbreak of 
future war will be minimized and we can eventually win the peace. 

By conducting foreign relations with patience and on firm principle, 
we have made in these past years measurable progress in solidifying 
dependable cooperation among our allies; the uncommitted nations have 
come to have a clearer understanding of our purposes; the world is better 
aware of the fundamental nature of the mighty struggle in which we are 
engaged-a struggle to preserve the basic concepts which undergird our 
free way of life. 

In this vast effort we have experienced a great sweep of progress. 
Now in such a gigantic program, working toward such great goals as 
these, we of course encounter some disappointments-witness the diffi
culties in Cuba, the unrest in the Congo, and Communist-inspired mob 
violence in Japan. But such as these we have to expect, and each is a 
spur to harder work-never shall we cease or tire in this task. 

In the pursuit of world peace, I have personally journeyed more than 
90,000 miles during the past year, and I have visited the peoples of more 
than a score of nations on four continents. I have heard the insistent 
demands of multitudes for the right to live their lives in peace, and I have 
seen and taken part in many impressive American initiatives directed 
toward this crucial goal. 

In Europe, our friends are more prosperous and stronger than at any 
time in history, and NA TO stands more solidly united with greater re
sources of strength than ever before. 

The independence of South Korea endures, as does that of South 
Vietnam and Taiwan. The Southeast Asia Treaty Organization, or
ganized in 1954, manifests our deep interest in the freedom and welfare of 
I 7 5 million people in that quarter of the world, as does the new Security 
Treaty between Japan and ourselves. 

The American family of nations is more closely knit than ever before, 
with new instruments for effective cooperation. Vv e have created the 
Inter-American Development Bank with our Latin American friends. 
We have established the Development Loan Fund in order to avoid 
placing unreasonable burdens upon developing nations-we have in-
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creased the lending capacity of the Export-Import Bank by approxi
mately $2 billion. Despite the lawlessness and violence in one area of 
this Hemisphere, there has been an increased recognition of the mutuality 
of interest of the countries of the Americas in cultural, economic and 
military ways; our importance one to another has been reaffirmed. 

We have given of our strength, our skills, and our material abundance 
in the task of building a strong, stable, secure and powerful community 
of free nations. And from this work we shall not be deterred, despite the 
blustering threats of Communists leaders. 

Another matter engaging our constant concern is to make steady 
progress toward controlled disarmament. The United States has made 
proposal after proposal, each in good faith, in an effort to reduce tension 
in the world and to lessen the economic burden of armaments. More
over, we are prepared always to consider any reasonable proposal made 
by others. 

But on one point we must never waver-and that is our insistence that 
agreements toward disarmament be accompanied by sound methods of 
inspection and control. The absolute necessity of this caution is readily 
understood when one recalls that the government with which we must 
deal in these matters has, since · I 945, broken an uncounted number of 
solemn agreements made with us and other nations of the free world. 

The ideas, policies and cooperative programs among democratic coun
tries must accommodate themselves to the frequent and erratic change in 
the Soviet attitudes. 

Only a few months ago, the men in the Kremlin were calling for com
plete and total disarmament. But suddenly thereafter they began devis
ing one crisis after another. 

They brutally wrecked the Summit Conference. 
They have threatened us with missiles. 
And today they cold-bloodedly boast of shooting down one of our planes 

legitimately travelling over intercontinental waters. 
All such events, emphasizing the tactical unpredictability and shiftiness 

of Soviet leaders, call for constant analysis and reappraisal. 
At this moment I am planning on an early conference with Congres

sional leaders of both parties on these significant events. And depending 
upon developments in the meantime, I shall make such recommendations 
for any changes in our own national programs as may then seem 
appropriate. 

598 

l 

I 



t 
l 

Dwight D. Eisenhower, 1960 

High in our thinking about the future of the world must be the fact 
that millions of people are crushed under the heavy heel of Communist 
imperialism. The conscience of America can never be completely clear 
until the precious right of freedom of choice is extended to all people, 
everywhere. 

Now when the men of the Kremlin flagrantly misrepresent the facts 
by saying that we seek to subjugate one of our near neighbors, when they 
threaten us with missiles, they are apparently hoping to divert world 
attention from the domination they maintain over once free and proud 
peoples-these are people who have been guilty of nothing under the sun 
save a craving for the right to live as they themselves choose to live. 

The Soviet dictator has said that he has, in his recent journeys and 
speeches, succeeded in damaging the prestige of America. Now this is 
indeed an empty boast. 

Concerning this matter of comparative national prestige, I challenge 
him to this test: will he agree to the holding of free elections under the 
sponsorship of the United Nations-to permit people everywhere-in 
every nation and on every continent, to vote on one single simple issue: 

That issue is: do you want to live under a Communist regime or 
under a free system such as found in the United States? 

My friends, are the Soviets willing to mea5ure their world prestige 
by the results of such elections? Well, you know the answer to that one. 

But the United States would gladly do so. 
To replace misunderstanding with genuine human comprehension

to develop and maintain sound relations among the nations-to find 
ways to share the bounty of our harvests with others, without disrupting 
normal world markets-to have sympathetic identification with all peace
ful revolutions which seek greater freedom and better living-and to do 
all these things without violating our basic policies of nonintervention 
and freedom of choice for all-these are among the complex world prob
lems with which the United States must deal. 

And I profoundly believe that Republican policies and Republican 
leaders provide us with our best opportunity to carry these, as well as 
our domestic, tasks to completion. 

And now, permit me a word about our personal approach to the 
business of this Convention, and to our duty to ourselves, to our Party, 
to our Nation. 
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You delegates assembled here are a significant part of American life. 
You are the leaders, the representatives and the workers of the Republican 
Party. 

You have come here on business of the utmost seriousness to the 
Nation. Your purpose is not merely partisan victory, for political victory 
except as it is for the achievement of noble aims is devoid of meaning 
and value. But you are here to convince America that you, our Party, 
by its record of integrity and accomplishment-and by reason of the 
character and stature of the candidates it will put forward-is worthy 
of the great national responsibilities and leadership which victory in 
November will bring to them. 

Your continuing objective is to serve every citizen-not a favored few. 
You recognize each as a creature of God's creation; you make no distinc
tion in according him equality before the law and respecting his rightful 
dignity. 

Now in the course of a year the members of this Convention come in 
contact with uncounted numbers of our citizens. I think you would 
agree that there has been a great change in their attitude about politics 
in the years since World War II. 

They are no longer willing to condone or to brush aside trickery and 
insincerity with the phrase, "That's just politics." 

They expect and demand honesty, integrity and moral courage from 
the men and women who bear public responsibilities. They know that 
political office should be-and demand it be-a position of trust and 
honor; qualification for it must comprehend more than mere personal 
ambition. They realize, as never before, that the stakes in today's world 
are too high to risk their futures to the hands of frivolous, irresponsible 
or inexperienced government. 

Now within this Convention I hear that there is some dispute among 
the delegates concerning the Platform. Now there is nothing wrong in 
this. It is good! Only through open, sincere discussion can we as a 
Party present our united conclusions on the great issues that confront 
Americans both at home and abroad. Your Party expects that you, the 
delegates of the Republican Party, will work out these differences in a 
spirit of patriotic dedication, and will adopt out of your collective wisdom, 
a Platform that our nation can proudly support. 

Though there is room for healthy argument within our Party, you 
have come to this Convention with a unity of basic conviction and philos-
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ophy unprecedented in the nation's political history~ This is because the 
purposes and ideals for which your Party has striven, have commanded 
your loyal cooperation and the respect of the public. And under them 
our people have realized great gains. 

In the successes of the past seven and a half years you have a solid 
foundation on which to build toward new levels of attainment. But thank 
God there is no smugness or complacency about your accomplishments. 

Indeed, today's world demands that we be alert and responsive to 
every national requirement, attacking it at every appropriate level of 
government-as well as in every private sector-with vigor, judgment 
and imagination. 

My friends, finally, I express my confidence that we shall do nothing 
here to insult the intelligence-to injure the pride or destroy the confidence 
of the American people in the great nation they have built. We shall 
do nothing here to serve the cult of pessimism, to spread false gospel among 
our allies or create misunderstanding among ourselves. You will make 
your decisions of your own free will-uninfluenced by any outside designs 
and pressures. 

You will return to your homes-as you came-serious, patnotic 
American citizens, with a fuller confidence that you can lead our country 
onward, always to greater heights. 

You will go back with your spirits and your hopes held high. You 
will be armed with far-sighted and progressive plans for the years ahead, 
and an unquenchable determination to bring the truth to every citizen 
everywhere. So doing you will assure victory once more for sound, 
courageous and enlightened government in the United States. 

Now-my friends, one more word. May I say that my wife and I 
look forward , next January twentieth to meeting all of you, knowing that 
you will come with the happy, glowing faces of victors. 

Thank you very much. 

N OTE: The President spoke at g: 42 p .m. 
at the Union Stockyards Amphitheater 
in Chicago. His opening words "Mr. 

6oz 

Chairman" referred to Thruston B. 
Morton, Chairman of the Republican 
National Committee and U.S . Senator 
from K entucky. 




