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that solid democratic institutions can be established in a small, poor,
tropical country. I want the people of Central America to recognize
us for the strength of our moral values, the worth of our political
convictions, and our enlightened democracy.

The Government of Costa Rica has prepared a number of studies
on this project to develop both our radio and telev on broadcasting
capability. A technical mission from the International Te :ommunica-
tions Union carried out a field study in 1982, and a similar m sion
from the American private sector has developed an excellent project
based on the ITU study. A technical mission from the Voice of
America, headed by Mr. Melvyn Levitsky, recently visited Costa Rica
and suggested the possibility of installing two, and possibly three,
medium-wave repeaters. In his talks with Fernando Volio, Minister of
Foreign Relations, and Armando Vargas, Adviser to the President on
Information and Communication, Mr. Levitsky fully shared the concerns
that I had expressed to you, and proposed that the repeaters be used
for Costa Rican t lcasting during the hours they are not being
used by the Voice of America.

On the basis of the aforementioned studies and talks, we are
now in a position to offer a proposal for the rapid channeling of
United States Government support for this project, which holds
such importance for Costa Rican democracy.

In consultat ... with your Ambassac.. to Costa Rica, we can
encourage the creation of a joint association composed of representatives

from both the major private broadcasting ct__panies and the Costa Rican
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D~dig M-niew~l Guch an association could request authorization

from the *“~istry of Government for the frequencies needed to operate
the new repeaters and then develop programming for international
broadcasting that would effectively serve the above-mentioned purposes.

It is my understanding that ap] ximately 18 hours a day would be
available for the exclusive use of the Costa Rican association, inasmuch
as the Voice of America presently requires : ver than x hours a day.

It is also my understanding that in principle the Voice of Ameri
is prepared to pay a reasonable fee for the use of Costa Rican land
and frequencies, to furnish its repeaters free of charge,
and to assume responsibility for maintaining them.

The advantage of the joint association is that it could obtain
private funding and carry out other projects in addition to broadcasting.
Such projects are not currently possible for either the public sector
or for = y private broadcaster, acting alone. One such project could
be to improve the signal for Costa Rican television channels in the
northern part of the country.

The Government of Costa Rica wishes to contribute the political
resources of its democracy, now almost 100 years old, towards increasing
the understanding of the Central American people of the true nature and
significance of the struggle taking place in our region. I am aware,

Mr. President, that you are convinced that a project of this scope is of

strategic importance to the forces struggling for democracy and freedom

in Central America.
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I am deeply rateful to you for having appointed Dr. Curtin Winsor
as your Ambassador to Costa Rica. Ambas dor Winsor fully 1ares our
view that information and communication are vitally important in the
struggle for democracy and fr :(dom in Central America. He and
Mr. Vargas have made satisfactory progress in agreeing on the
details of the support that is needed to increase our broadcasting
capability and that I have proposed directly to you in this letter.

Be a: ured, Mr. Pr dent, of my unflagging commitment to our
mutual struggle to make democracy and freedom a reality for all Central
American citizens. In the battle we are waging in the political arena,
Costa Rica is a beacon of democracy in Central America.

Cordially,
[Signature]

Luis Albertoc Monge





























