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Dear Mack, 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 20, 1983 

91100 

I understand that the Conference of the Military 
Construction Subcommittees will meet tomorrow to decide the fate 
of our FY-83 program for Ras Banas. I know that Cap Weinberger 
and George Shultz have made a strong case for the Senate version 
of the FY-84 bill and for retaining the $55 million recommended 
by your Subcommittee. I want to add my support to those who have 
argued for retention of these funds. Put simply, Ras Banas is a 
unique and ideally located base which would be of great value to 
us in a Persian Gulf contingency. 

The President has been briefed on the strategic value of the 
proposed staging facility and Ras Banas and he attaches great 
importance to our holding up our end of this joint venture with 
the Government of Egypt. I know he would appreciate your 
continued support of our position. 

The Honorable Mack Mattingly 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Sincerely, 

William P. Clark 

... 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 20, 1983 

Dear ~ongressman Hefner, 

91100 

On the eve of the Conference of the Military Construction 
Subcommittees, I would like to enlist your support in protecting 
at least $55 million of the FY-83 MILCON appropriation for Ras 
Banas. 

This program, which was initiated during the last 
Administration, is very important to the success of our current 
efforts to upgrade our military readiness for contingencies in 
the Persian Gulf area. It is also very important in maintaining 
the momentum in U.S.-Egyptian strategic cooperation. The recent 
decision by the Government of Egypt to obligate $49 million of 
its own funds towards improvements at Ras Banas demonstrates the 
importance which that government now attaches to this facility. 

I hope that in light of the recent decision by the 
Government of Egypt that your Subcommittee will reconsider its 
earlier action and join with the Senate Subcommittee in 
protecting our future access to this critical facility. 

~~ 
William P. Clark 

The Honorable W.G. (Bill) Hefner 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
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