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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

May 27, 1982 
INFORMATION 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. McFARLANE 

FROM: GEOFFREY KEMP 

SUBJECT: Your Meeting with the Indian Delegation 
Thursday, May 27, 1982, 11:00 a.m., Room 305 

You are scheduled to make some introductory remarks to a group 
of visiting Indian leaders. The group includes some prestigous 
members of the Indian establishment. Generally speaking they 
have a strong pro-US bias. The following are suggested talking 
points for you to use. I will follow up with more detailed 
comments: 

We are delighted to welcome you to the National Security 
Council. When the President met with Mrs. Ghandi at Cancun 
last year, we agreed that closer relations between United 
States and India were in both our countries interests. 
This is never more true today. We will reaffirm this when 
Mrs. Ghandi visits Washington at the end of July. 

It is a pity that the great bonds that unite our two 
countries--dernocracy and common, shared values--have often 
been overshadowed by disputes. However, the more I talk 
with Indians, the more I realize that our differences can 
and must be overcome. We have far too much at stake 
together in the world to allow our differences to continue 
to divide us. 

As you know, U.S.-India economic relations have been improving 
and we have great . respect for the economic achievements of 
your country, which I understand has one of the more remarkable 
growth records for any country in the world in recent years. 

We all know that the major problem in U.S.-India relations 
is the question of our .arms sale to Pakistan. Actually, it 
is not our arms sale to Pakistan, per se, but rather the 
specific weapons systems we have been committed to sell 
including F-16s. 

Our support of Pakistan sterns from the great dangers we see 
in Southwest Asia and the threat posed by the Soviet invasion 
of Afghanistan. We think it unfortunate that the Indian 
Government has to be so quiet on Afghanistan: I understand 
privately that most Indians are appalled by what the Soviets 
are doing. We believe that in view of the Soviet presence 
in Afghanistan something must be done to help Pakistan and 
we intend to do this. We would much prefer to consult and 
work with you and help to improve Indo-Pakistan relations so 
that we can remove this problem from our agenda. 
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In the long run, I am confident that we can work out a 
much closer relationship and that this can be of benefit 
to both of us. Let me now turn to Geoffrey Kemp for 
follow-up questions and remarks. 
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