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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA S HINGT ON 

14 Apri.l 19 . .83 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: WILLIAM: P. CLARK 

SUBJECT: Reply from President Mitterrand 

Attached at Tab I is a first translation of the reply we received 
last night from President Mitterrand to your letter (Tab II) con­
cerning the handling of East-West economic relations at the Wil­
liamsburg Summit . You proposed to handle the subject in a low-
key way at Williamsburg so long as there will be concrete achieve­
ments in the various studies being conducted in other bodies. 
Your letter enumerated just what those concrete achievements 
should be . 

A first reading of Mitterrand ' s reply makes it clear that he is 
interested in the kind of arrangement you proposed . In each of 
the study areas he has stated frankly which . aspects will cause 
him problems . We will review our own positions to see if there 
is sufficient common ground . What is important is that Mitterrand 
has made a warm, detailed and forthright reply to your proposal , 
and appears ready to work with us privately to find the common 
ground on these subjects and avoid a public quarrel . 

We will forward to you shortly a more detailed analysis of the 
reply and an evaluation of whether we can work out a satisfactory 
compromise . If we cannot , then our fallback option will be to 
"agree to disagree" on this subject at Williamsburg . 

~-t<:th&:i:f:f D 

M.S .. E~li. :,{) 2 1.../4 ~ 
1 g s . NARA. OAn: _s /JL'! . 
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FM THE WHITE HOUSE 

TO ELYSEE PALACE 

S~T 

DEAR FRANCOIS : . 

APRIL 8, 1983 

I HAVE FOLLOWED THE BOLD DOMESTIC ECONOMIC MEASURES 
ANNOUNCED BY YOUR GOVERNMENT WITH INTEREST. THEY ARE A 
COURAGEOUS EFFORT TO ENSURE A SUSTAINED NON-INFLATIONARY 
RECOVERY FOR FRANCE, AND I WISH YOU EVERY SUCCESS AND GOOD 
FORTUNE IN THIS EFFORT. 

AS THE WI LL I AMSBURG SUMMIT NEARS, L WANT TO REAFFIRM OUR 
STRONG MUTUAL DESIRE FOR HARMONIOUS AND CONSTRUCTIVE MEETINGS 
TO ADDRESS THE CRUCIAL ISSUES OF GLOBAL ECONOMIC GROWTH AND 
PROSPERITY. IN GENERAL, I AM SATISFIED WITH PROGRESS IN 
PREPARATION FOR WILLIAMSBURG , AND I AM GRATEFUL FOR yguR 
COOPERATION AND SUPPORT . 

I HAVE BEEN INFORMED OF THE CONCERNS EXPRESSED BY YOUR 
REPRESENTATIVE AT THE RECE NT SAN DIEGO MEETING , PARTICULARLY 
REGARDING THE AGENDA ITEM ON EAST-WEST ECONOMIC RELATIONS. IT 
IS IMPORTANT THAT WE UNDERSTAND ONE ANOTHER FULLY ON THIS ISSUE 

-­",-"""r-r 
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AND HAVE A TIMELY EXCHANGE OF VIEWS IN ORDER TO AVOID THE 

POSSIBILITY OF IT AGAIN EMERGING AS A CONTENTIOUS PUBLIC ISSUE 
BETWEEN US. THE ISSUE IS A COMPLEX ONE AND REQUIRES CARE TO 

FASHION THE BEST WAl TO ADDRESS COMMON CONCERNS WHILE RESPECTING 

NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTIES. I AM CONFIDENT THIS BALANCE CAN BE 

ACHIEVED. AS I HAVE OFTEN STATED , OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH FRANCE 

IS OF VITAL IMPORTANCE TO THE UNITED STATES AND THE CAUSE OF 
WESTERN FREEDOM. OUR OVERRIDING COMMON INTERESTS PROVIDE US 

WITH THE STRENGTH AND FLEXIBILITY TO OVERCOME ANY DIFFERENCES IN 

APPROACH . YOUR MOST RECENT COMMUN I CAT I ON ON I NF HAS ENCOURAGED 

ME GREATLY AND ILLUSTRATES THE DEPTH OF THESE INTERESTS . 

MOREOVER , I BELIEVE WE SHARE THE FUNDAMENTAL ASSESSMENT THAT OUR 

HEAVY DEFENSE BURDENS SHOULD NOT BE MADE MORE DIFFICULT BY OUR 
ECONOMIC POLICIES TOWARDS THE SOVIET UNION. 

IT IS MY UNDERSTANDING THAT YOUR FUNDAMENTAL CONCERNS ARE 

THESE : FIRST , THAT IN THE AREA OF EAST-WEST ECONOMIC RELATIONS 
WE CREATE NO NEW MU LT IL ATER AL BOD I ES WH I CH WILL I NF RING E ON 

NATIONAL DECISIONS ; SECOND, THAT NO NEW MULTILATERAL WESTERN 

POLICIES ON EAST-WEST TRADE BE ANNOUNCED AT THE WILLIAMSBURG 

SUMMIT ITSELF . ON THE FIRST POINT, I CAN ASSURE YOU THAT WE 

ARE IN AGREEMENT. THE SECOND POINT SEEMS TO ME TO BE ONE 

ESSENTIALLY OF PUBLIC PRESENTATION. AS SECRETARY SHULTZ AND 

FOREIGN MINISTER CHEYSSON AGREED LAST YEAR , WHAT IS IMPORTANT IS 

TO ACCOMPLISH THE WORK ON THESE QUE ST IONS IN THE APPROPRIATE 

BOD I ES OF THE OECD , I EA , COCOM AND NATO. THE WORK ACCOMPLISHED 

IN THESE APPROPRIATE FORA CAN AND SHOULD STAND ON ITS OWN WITHOUT 

UNDUE PUBLICITY AT THE SUMMIT OR THE APPEARANCE THAT THESE 
RESULTS HAVE EMERGED FROM THE SUMMIT ITSELF. 

MY STRONG HOPE IS THAT THE WORK IN THESE OTHER BODIES WILL 

PROGRESS SATISFACTORILY BET WEE N NOW AND THE SUM MIT. IF THAT IS 

THE CASE , I ENVISION THE OUTCO ME AND PUBLIC PRESENTATION OF OUR 

DISCUSSIONS ON THIS SUBJECT AT WILLIAMSBURG TO BE QUITE LIMITED . 
THE HEADS WOULD ENDORSE AND ENCOURAGE THE CONCRETE PROGRESS AND 
PRELIMINARY RESULTS ACHIEVED I N THE OTHER INSTI TUTIONS AND 
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RECOGNIZE THE IMPORTANT BENEFIT TO THE WEST OF THIS ON-GOING 
WORK. 

SINCE IT IS CRITICAL THAT THE WORK IN THESE OTHER 
ORGANIZATIONS BE FAR ENOUGH ALONG THAT WE DO NOT HAVE TO BELABOR 
THESE ISSUES AT THE SUMMIT , I THOUGHT IT USEFUL TO DESCRIBE FOR 
YOU WHAT I ANT I C I PATE CAN AND WI L L BE AC H I E VE D I N THE VAR I OU S 
WORK PROGRAMS BY THE TIME OF THE WILLIAMSBURG SUMMIT: 

IN COCOM, WE ARE WORKING TOWARD A CONSENSUS ON AN AGREEMENT 
TO IMPLEMENT IMMEDIATELY CONTROLS ON ITEMS ALREADY AGREED TO 
DURING THE FIRST ROUND OF THE LIST REVIEW; ON AGREEMENT IN 
PRINCIPLE TO CONTROL OR WATCH SO-CALLED "DISEMBODIED 
TECHNOLOGIES" AND EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES ; ON EARLY AGREEMENT IN 
THE LIST REVIEW ON THE HIGH-PRIORITY ITEMS OF COMMUNICATIONS 
SWITCHING EQUIPMENT, COMPUTER HARDWARE AND SOFTWARE ANO 
ROBOT I CS; ON SEVERAL TECHNICAL AND ADMI NI ST RAT I VE MEASURES TO 
IMPROVE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF BOTH NATIONAL ENFORCEMENT MEASURES 
AND THE COCOM SECRETARIAT ; AND ON AGREEMENT TO CONDUCT A STUDY 
ON OTHER HIGH TECHNOLOGY ITEMS , INCLUDING OIL AND GAS EQUIPMENT. 

IN THE AREA OF ENERGY SECURITY, THE CONCLUSIONS PROPOSED BY ULF 
LANTZKE OF THE IEA ARE FULLY SATISFACTORY TO US AND SHOULD BE THE 
BASIS FOR AGREEMENT BY THE IEA AND ENDORSEMENT AT THE OECD 
MINISTERIAL. THOSE CONCLUSIONS OF PARTICULAR INTEREST INCLUDE AN 
AGREEMENT TO LIMIT NON-OECD GAS IMPORTS FROM ANY ONE SUPPLIER TO 
30 PERCENT OF TOTAL GAS SUPPLIES ; ENCOURAGEMENT OF ACCELERATED 
DEVELOPMENT OF MAJOR WESTERN ALTERNATIVES, ESPECIALLY THE TROLL 

• FIELD; AND UNDERTAKING SECURITY MEASURES TO PROTECT AGAINST GAS 
SUPPLY DISRUPTIONS. 

THE STUDY UNDERWAY IN THE NATO ECONOMIC COMMITTEE , ABLY LED HY 
FRANCE'S REPRESENTATIVE, IS MAKING AVAILABLE VALUABLE NEW 
INFORMATION ON THE SECURITY DIMENSIONS OF EAST-WEST TRADE TO 
GUIDE US IN FORMULATING INDEPENDENTLY OUR POLICIES IN THIS A1HA IN 
THE F UT URE . THE NATO MI NS I TE R I AL I N J UN E , WH I CH F O LL O WS THE 
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WILLIAMSBURG SUMMIT , IS EXPECTED TO DRAW IMPORTANT CONCLUSIONS FROM 
THIS WORK AND TO STRENGTHEN THE ECONOMIC COMMITTEE TO CONTINUE ITS IJ 
WORK IN THIS AREA IN THE FUTURE. 

I TAKE SOME CARE IN DESCRIBING THESE ANTICIPATED RESULTS 
BECAUSE I WANT YOU TO KNOW MY THINKING AND TO ASK YOU TO CONTINUE TO 

~ 

ENCOURAGE TH I S WORK I N EVE RY WAY POSS I BL E TO AC H I E VE EXP ED I T I OU S 
RESULTS. I HAVE NO DESIRE TO ACCORD EAST-WEST ECONOMIC RELATIONS A 

PROMINENT POSIT I ON IN THE SUMMIT AGENDA OR IN THE PUBLIC DI SC USS I ON 
AROUND THE SUMMIT. I AM FAR MORE CONCERNED THAT WE ACHIEVE THE REAL 

RESULTS BE I NG DEV E L OPE D I N THE OT HE R ORGAN I Z AT I ON S. I T WOULD I 
BENEFIT ONLY THE SOVIET UNION IF EITHER OF OUR COUNTRIES FELT 
IT NECESSARY TO HIGHLIGHT DIFFERENCES ON THESE ISSUES IN A PUBLIC 
WAY. AND THIS CAN ONLY HAPPEN IF WE FAIL TO COMMUNICATE NOW WITH 

CLARITY AND CANDOR ABOUT OUR EXPECTATIONS FOR THE RESULTS OF CURRENT 

EFFORTS IN THESE BODIES AND SPECIFIC SUBSTANTIVE CONCERNS ON PROGRESS 
TO BE ACH I EYED BY THE TI ME OF THE SUMMIT. 

IF IT IS ALSO YOUR UNDERSTANDING THAT BY MID-MAY WE WILL HAVE 

ACH I EYED THE SPECIFIC RE SUL TS I HAVE I ND I CATED, WE COULD AT THAT 

TIME AGREE UPON THE PUBLIC PRESENTATION OF THIS ISSUE IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE SUMMIT INCLUDING HOW WE HANDLE IT IN THE JOINT PRESS 
STATEMENT. A PREDETERMINED ACCORD BETWEEN US ON THE PUBLIC HANDLING 

OF THIS AGENDA ITEM WILL ALMOST CERTAINLY ENSURE THE OVERALL SUCCESS 

OF THE SUMMIT FOR ALL PARTICIPANTS AT A VITAL MOMENT IN THE WORLD'S 
ECONOMIC DESTINY. 

I WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING YOUR VIEWS AND EXPECTATIONS ON 
THESE ISSUES. I ALSO HOPE THAT WE CAN MEET TOGETHER PERSONALLY 

PRIOR TO THE SUMMIT AND WILL BE IN TOUCH WITH YOU SHORTLY ABOUT 
POSSIBLE TIME AND PLACE. I AM DETERMINED TO USE EVERY OPPORTUNITY 

AND RESOURCE AT MY DISPOSAL TO EXERCISE STRONG MUTUAL LEADERSHIP 
WITH YOU AND OUR OTHER SUMMIT PARTNERS TO ACHIEVE A UNIFIED SUMMIT 

THAT MARKS QUIET PROGRESS ON SECURITY - RELATED ECONOMIC ISSUES AND 
RA LL I E S PUB L I C CON F I DENCE ON THE CR UC I AL I S SUES OF E CON OM I C GROWTH 
AND EMPLOYMENT FOR OUR FREE SOCIETIES. 
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SINCERELY , 

RON 
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J~ Washington, May 11, 1983 

The Honorable 
William P. Clark 

Sl1·11 A T!r)'; t·, 1u'Q,1
1
• 

\JI'-\ I i\... I~ f \ i'+ 

Dear Judge Clark, 

You will find herewith a letter which 

Mr. Fran~ois Mitterrand, the President of the French 
Republic, asked this Embassy to convey to President 
Reagan. 

I would be most grateful to you for remitting 
this document to its high addressee. 

Encl . 

With my best regards, I am, 

Sincerely, 

Bernard Vernier-Palliez 

Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Washington D.C. 20500 
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, June 15~ ).983 

Dear Francois: 

With our Swmnit meetingnow .behind _us, I would 
like to express my _appreciation for- the signi­
ficant contribution you made to the success of 
Williamsburg . . I personally am very satisfied 
that as a result: of our meeting r and in par­
ticular the ·spirit bf cooperation which marked 
our discussions, we have projected a strong 
message of unity among the .world's largest 
industrialized democracies. That message, both 
in its economic and political . dimensions, was 
crucial at this time. of questioning in our 
countries and of challenge from the Soviet 
Union and its allies. ----<'~-~, • 

If I take satisfaction in this, I believe you 
should also take satisfaction in having drawn 
our attention to the critical issue of the 
world monetary system. Your . presentation gave 
a focus to our discussion of key issues affect­
ing both industrialized and developing nations. 
In this connection, _the concerns you expressed 
regarding the special problems of developing 
nations are, I believe, fully reflected in our 
joint statement. · That statement, the "Williams­
burg Declaration on Economic Recovery," was a 
victory for the future, laying out as it did 
the key principles of non-inflationary growth, 
open markets, adequate liquidity and economic 
stability which can guide the budding recovery. 
I sincerely believe the words I used to conclude 
the press statement: "Our meeting has shown a 
spirit of confidence, optimism and certainty-­
confidence that recovery is underway, optimism 
that it will be durable, and certainty that 
economic policy and security ties among us will 
be strengthened in the future." I also believe 
that our security statement, again a testimony 



to our unity of purpose', ., sent a signa·l to the 
Soviets and con!orted .our people, 11nd ·.that it 
will be helpful ·in the pursuit o! our arms 
control goals. • • 

You have mv solemn assur2nce, so far as the -
United States is concerned, that I &hall now do 
everything in my power to transl~t~ the commit­
l!lents we madP together at Williamshurg into 
tangible legislative action . . With that end in 
mind, I met with ·the bipartisan leadership of 
the Congress on June 8 .•and urged early prO(Jress 
on anti-protectionist measures, increasing our 
IMF quotas, and ·further limits on the growtn of 
federal .expendi:tures as a means to reduce bud-
getary deficits. • • 

Finally, I would also like to thank you for the 
frankness of your views, for your constructive 
~uaaestions, .and for the cooperative attitude 
with which ·you approached the .basic issues. I 

· look forward to· continuing our dialogue over the 
coming months, and to welcoming you here in 
Washington on a State Visit early next year. 

With best regards, 

Sincerely, 

His Excellency 
Francois Mitterrand 
President of the French Republic 
Paris 

., 
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The Honorable 
William P. Clark 

\;' . ,, r: : . ', ,": 
\ " j ' ' : : ' -~ • ·-

SIT U/, T :~Xi IWOM 

Dear Judge Clark, 

.u 1At'CE r; i" • 

~/4!/~ 
follaY&a,t;-~ 

Washington, May 11, 1983 

You will find herewith a letter which 
Mr. Fran~ois Mitterrand, the President of the French 
Republic, asked this Embassy to convey to President 
Reagan. 

I would be most grateful to you for remitting 
this document to its high addressee. 

Encl . 

With my best regards, I am, 

Sincerely, 

Bernard Vernier-Palliez 

Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Washington D.C. 20500 
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National Security Council 
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President Mitterrand 
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Action Taken: 

·---

Remarks: 

(i f any) 

The attached item was sent directly to the Department 
of State . · 

A draft reply is attached. 

A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached. 

An information copy of a direct reply i s attached. 

We believe no response is necessary for the reason 
cited below. 

The Department of State has no objection to the 
proposed travel. 

Other. 

Mitterrand's letter respon<ls to the President's message 
of June 19. As we have been in daily contact with the 
French regarding Chad since t~is exchange, a reply to 
Mitterrand is not necessary • 

; .A~.1~!JN'1 
Charl~ ~~•~• · 
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