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P-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or financial information 

[(a)(4) of the PRA]. 
P-5 Release would disclose confidential advice between the President and his advisors, or 

between such advisors [{a)(S) of the PRA]. 
P-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [{a)(6) of 
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F-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or financial information 
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~4 MA'@frrrt=Hfuusg ~TAFFING MEMORANDlJ~GENT • 

DATE: S/24/ 84 ·ACTION/CONCURREN~EJCOMMENT DUE BY: 

SUBJECT: 1. PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: POINTE DU 

2. PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: AIR FORCE ACADEMY CO"MM..ENCEM.F,N~t/ly/ 

ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ □ 

MEESE □ .rr/ 
BAKER □ v' 
DEAVER □ ✓ 
STOCKMAN □ □ 

DARMAN []? ~ 
FELDSTEIN □ □ 

FIELDING □ □ 

FULLER □ □ 

HERRINGTON 0 □ · 

HICKEY □ □ 

McFARLANE □ 

REMARKS: 
, 

McMANUS 

MU~PHY. 

OGLESBY. 

ROGERS 

SPEAKES 

·SVAHN 

VERSTANDIG 

WHITTLESEY 

ELLIOTT 

ACTION FYI 

□ □ 

D D 
D D 

D □ 

□ □ 

D □ 

D □ 

□ □ 

□ 

□ D 

□ □ 

D □ 

The attached two speeches will be discussed in tomorrow's (5/25) 
10:30 a.m. meeting with the President. 

(Note: A third speech to the Irish Parliament will be available 
later today.) 

./ 
RESPONSE: 

,, ... 

Richard G. Darman 
Assistant to the President 

Ext. 2702 



(Noonan/BE) 
Ma·y _ 2 4 , 19 8 4· 
1: 3 0; p. m. 

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: POINTE DU HOC . 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 1984 

We are here to mark that day in history when the Allied 

armies joined in battle to reclaim this continent to liberty. 

For 4 long years, much of Europe had been under a terrible 

~hadow. Free nations had fallen, Jews cried out in the camps, 

millions er~ out ~or libera~ion. Europe was enslaved, and the 

world~ for its rescue. ~ere, in Normandy, the rescue 

began. Here the West stood, and fought_-.igainst tyranny in a 

gian:t undertaking unparalleled in human history. 

We stand.on a lonely, ~indswept point ·on the northern shore 

of France. As I speak, the air is soft and full of sunlight. 

But 40 years ago at this moment, the ·air was dense with smoke and 

the cries of men, the,air was filled with the crack of rifle fire 
,:-0a ,..-

and the -boom of cannons. At dawn on the morning of the 6th of 

June, 1944, 225 American Rangers jumped off a British landing 

craft and ran to the bottom of these cliffs. Their mission was 

one of the most difficult.and ·daring of the Invasion: to climb 

these sheer and desolate cliffs and take out the enemy guns. The 

All'ies had been told that the-- mightiest of those guns were here, 

a·nd they would be trained on the beaches to stop the Allied 
-

advance. Removing the guns was pivotal to the Normandy Invasion, 

which itself was pivotal to the reclaiming of Europe and the end 

of tlfe war. 

The Rangers looked up and saw· the enemy soldiers at the edge 

of-the cliffs shooting down at them with machine guns and 

throwing grenades. And the American Rangers began to climb. 

They shot rope ladders over the face of these cliffs and they 
... 
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began to pull themselves up. And when one Ranger would fall 

another would take his place,:and when one rope was cut a Ranger 

would grab another -and begin his climb again. They climbed and 

shot back and held thei! footing; and in time the enemy pulled 

back; in time ~he Rangers held the cliffs; and soon, one by one, 

the Rangers pulled themselves over the top -- and in seizing the 

firm land at the top of these cliffs they began to seize back the 

continent of Europe. 

Forty y~ars ago as I speak they w~{~~: f-ighting~ _to hold these 

cliffs. They had radioed back and asked for reinforcements. 

They were told: There aren:t any. But they did not give up. It 

was not in them to give up. They would not be turned back; they 

held the cliffs. 

Two-hundred twenty-five came here. After a day of fighting 

only 90 could still bear arms. 

I stand here today before the survivors of that battle. 

These are the boys: of Pointe du Hoc. These are the men who took 
• 

the cliffs. These are the champions who helped free a continent; 

these are the heroes who helped end ·a war. 

Gentlemen, I_ look at you, and I think I know ~hat you_' re 

thinking. You~ re thinking, "~ we were just part of a bigg·er 

effort, and everyone was brave that day." 

·Everyone was. The heroism of all the Allies of D-Day was 
.: 

bound'less, but there was another quality to it, not only of size _, 

but of spirit. 

Do you remember Bill Millin of the 51st Scottish 

Highlanders? Forty years ago today, British troops were pinned 

down near a bridge outside Caen. They were waiting desperately 
... , 
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for reinforcements, when suddenly they heard the sound.of 

bagpipes_wafting through the air. Some of them thoug~t it was a 

dream. But they looked up, and -there was Bill Millin wi'th his 

bagpipes, marching at tpe head of the reinforcements, ignoring 

the smack of the bullets into the sand around him. Lord Lovat 

was with him -- Lord Lovat of England, leading his commandos. 

When he got to the bridge Lord Lovat calmly announced, "Sorry I'm 

a few minutes late." As if he'd been de~ayed by bad weather or a 
-. 

traffic jam._ When in truth he'd just c_~~~ from the bloody 

fighting on Sword Beach, which he and his men had just taken. 

There was the young Fr~nchrnan, Michel de Vallavielle, who 

had been conf~ned by the Germans in his home. When the Invasion 

began he defied the enemy patrols, broke the curfew, and ran to 

the beach to tell the Allied t·roops where the enemy guns were 

hidden .. 

There was Lieutenant Colonel Benjamin Vandervoort of the 

All Amer1can 82nd Airborne, who broke his leg when he parachuted 

on to French soil. So he·cornrriandeered a small farm cart and 

ordered his men to wheel him on to the battlefield. 

There was the impossible valor of the Poles, who threw 

themselves between the enemy and the rest of Europe as the 

Invasion took holq. And the unsurpassed courage of the 

Canadians, the only troops who knew exactly what they would face 

whenA:.hey hit the be~ches. Two years before, their countrymen. 

had been slaughtered at Dieppe. They knew what awaited them 

here, but they would not be deterred, and once they hit Juno 

Beach they never looked back. 

The men of Normandy were part of a roll call of honor, with ... 
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names that spoke of a pride as bright as the colors they bore: 

the Royal Winnipeg Rifles, Poland's 24th Lancers, the Royal Scots 

Fusiliers, the Yeomen of England's armoured divisions, the forces 

of Free France, the Regiment de Chars de Combat, the 

101st Airborne. These names are written forever on this _sand and 

on this _wind, for truly these are men who nin their lives fought 

for life.~. and left the vivid air signed with their honor." 

What inspired the men of the armies that met here? What 

impelled the~ to put all thought of selj~preserva~ion behind, and 

risk their· lives to take these beaches and hold these cliffs? 

It was faith and belief; it was loyalty and love. It was 

faith that wh~t they were doing was right, faith that they fought 

£or all humanity, faith that a just God would grant them mercy on 

this beachhead -- or the next. It was the deep-knowledge (and 

pray God we have not lost it) that there is a profound moral 

difference between the use of force for liberation and the use of 

force for conquest. They were here to_ liberate, not to conquer, 

and so they did.not doubt ·their cause. And they were right not 

to doubt. 

They knew that some things are worth dying fo~ -- that one's 

country is worth dyirig for and .that democracy is worth dying for, 

because it is the most deeply honorable form of GoverTu~ent ever 

devised by man. They loved liberty and they were happy to fight 

tyra~y. And they knew the people of their countries were behind 
~ 

them. 

The Americans who fought here that morning knew that word of 

the Invasion was spreading through the darkness back home. And 

they knew in their hearts, tbough they could not know in fact, 
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that in Georgia they were filling the churches at 4. a·.m., and in 

Kansas they were kneeling on their porches and praying, and in 

Philadelphia they were ringing the Liberty Bell. 

Something else he~ped the men of D-Day. It was the rockhard 

belief that Providence would have a great hand in the events that 

would unfold here; that God was an ally in this great cause. 

And, so, the night before the Invasion, when Colonel Wolverton 

asked his parachute troops to kneel with him in prayer he told 
~ ~ 

- -=·~¥- -

them: Do not bow your heads but look up::so-;·you can see God and 

ask His bl'essing in what we are about to do. • And in another part 

of England that night General Mathew Ridgeway tossed on his cot 

and talked to his God and list~ned for the promise made to 

Joshua: "I will not fail thee, ·nor forsake thee." 
. . 

The~e are the things that impelled.them; these are the 

things that shaped.the unity of the West. And with that unity 

the West could not be stopped. 

When the war was over there were lives to be rebuilt and 
. 

governments to be returned to ·the ~eople there were nations to 

be reborn and above all, there was a new peace to be assured . 
. 

These were ~uge and daunting tasks. But the Allies summoned 

strength from the faith and belief and loyalty and love of those 

• who fell here. And they rebuilt a new Europe together. 

··There was first a great reconciliation, not only of those 

whoJtf";~ bee~ enernies_in the war, but also of those nations which 

had been torn for centuries by rivalries of territory and 

religion and power.· Those rivalries died on these beaches. 

Inspired by the gallantry of the men who fought the war, the 

United States created the Marshall Plan to help rebuild our ... ,, 
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allies and our former enemies. The Marshall Plan led to the 

Atlantic Alliance --·a great alliance that functions to this day 

as a shield for democracy and for prosperity. 

In spite of our gr~at efforts.and our great successes, not 

all of what followed the end of the war was happy, or planned. 

Some of the countries that had been liberated were lost. The 

great sadness. of that fact echoes down to our own time in the 

streets of Poland, Czechoslovakia and Hungary. The Soviet troops 

that came to_ the center of this· contin~;~~~ did not leave when 

peace came. They are there to this day, uninvited, unwanted, and 

unyielding almost ~O years ~fter the war. 

Because of this, Allied forces still stand on this 

continent. But our armies are here o·nly to protect and defend 

democracy-~ and never to take land that is not-ours. The only 

land we hold is the graveyards where our heroes rest. 

We in America have learned the bitter lessons of two world 

wars: that it ±s ~etter to be here an~ ready to preserve and 
• . . 

protect the peace, than to take blind shelter in our homes across 
• . /20-5 . bu// /os- O 

the sea, rushing to respond only after fre~dom is~ We 

have learned that isolationism never was and never will be. an 

acceptable response to tyrannical governments with expansionist 

intent. 

·But we try always to prepare for peace. That is why we 

maini~~our defenses and that is why we have tried to negotiate 
-re c/luc5bl 0~ • 

the eBTI~rol of arns. 

In truth there is no reconciliation we would welcome more 

than a reconciliation with the Soviet Union, so that together we 

can lessen the chance of conflict, now and forever . 
... 
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I tell you from my heart that we in the United.States do not 

want war. We want to wipe from the face of the Earth.the 

terrible weapons man now has in his hands. I tell y~u we are 

ready to seize that beachhead -- but there must be some sign from 

the Soviet Union that they are willing to move forward, that they 

share our desire and love for peace, that they will give up the 

~ays of conquest. There must be a changing there that will allow 

us to turn our hope into action. 
. . 

We will_pray on forever that some ~~y-:that changing will 

come. But· for now -- and particularly today~- it is good and 

fitting for us to renew our.commitment to each other, to our 

freedom, and ~o the alliance t~at protects it. 

We are bound still by what bound ~s 40 years ago, bound by 

the same. loyal ties, traditions· and beliefs. We are bound by 

reality:· The strength of America's allies is still vital to the 

future of the United States. And the American security guarantee 

is still essential to the continued freedom of Europe's 

democracies. The Allies of 40 years ago are allies still. Your 

destiny is ~ur destiny, and your hopes are our hopes.· 

Here, in this place where the West stood together, let us 

make a vow to our dead. Let us show them by our actions that we 

understand what t~ey died for; let us say to them through our 

actions the words for which Mathew Ridgeway listened: 

not~Ail thee· nor forsake thee." 

"I will 

• Strengthened by their courage, heartened by their valor and 
'st.<s=i::H/Jeo( _sqcr1..£'c ..e.... 
~e by their rr~mory, let us continue to stand for the ideals 

for which they lived and died. 

Thank you all very much . 
... 
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INTERNATIONAL W,Ho's ' WHO SPE 

Group, Nat. Defense Research Cttee., New York Univ. 
,(4-45; mem. Nat. Acad. of Sciences, American Acad. of­
.Arts and Sciences; Bocher Prize of American ·Mathe-
Jlllltica.l Soc. (joint recipient) 48; Sc.D. h.c. Purdue 
{]niv .. 71. wt,,.,,. -. _ •. ,.,· . ;,! . ,. 1 
1,ejsure interests: conservation, hiking. ., . ;. 
Pubis. (Monographs): Coefficient Regions f<W Schlicht 
z;,,,,dimts (with A. C. Schaeffer), .Ameri&at1 Mathe­
lfl(Jlical' Society Colloquium PublicatiOfls Vol. 35 50, 
FuHclionals of Finite Riemann Surfaces (with M. 
Schiffer) 54, Advamed Calculus (with H.K. Nickerson 

·11 • and N. · E. Steenrod) 59, Lie Equations Vol. I: Gene1'al 
" Theory (with A. Kumpera)· v2: articles in mathe-

tnatical journals._ r :;.? rv· .. :: '"-• .,;.1 • 1.., ... 
1 ,'1! 

Fine Hall; Princeton Udiversity, Princeton, N.J. 08.540; 
Home: RD No 4,-Box 832, Lake Road, Princeton, N.J. 
d8540, U.S.A. ,;d .. ..,. !<Ht , , .ri.;1, • .-., .:,r. .~ • ~ 
Telephone: 609-452-4r88 (Office); 609-452-9220 (Home}. 
~ 
r_,spencer, William 1.: American ba."n.k~~ b. 7z4 ·July 
1917, Mesa County, Colo.; s. of Eugene ·w. Spencer and 
Nellie Haviland; m. Kathryn M. Cope 1953;,ed. Mesa 
Coll., Coloradq Coll., Colorado· Springs and Columbia 
Vniv., ~'~·· . _ . . ~ '\ ....... _. • .. , ... 
Vice-Pres., Special Industries Div., 'First National City 
Corpn: 54; Senior. Vice-Pres. in charge of Special Indus­
tries Group 59; Exec. Vice-Pres. in charge of Specialized 
Industries Div.· 65, in charge of Operating" Group 68; 
Pres. First National G:i.ty· Bank (Citibank 76-) and 
CITICORPMay70-.~.·qcl. _;:-..,· .:,,i..> .,,. n•: ~ 
Leisure interests: hunting, golf, photography. ·:.,: ,A 
CITICORP, 399 Park Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022; 
Home: 12 Beekman Place, New York, N.Y .. 10022, 
U.S.A. t•,-rEl9?'n ,9-t z,,s . . . . ·,.. . . ; , r • 
felephone: 212-559-4941 (Office); 212-PI.2-3096 (Home). 
t!' "' ' ..... r + • ~ ~ .. ~-n~:::t t! ' " • •~ 
,1;.·8pender, Sir Percy Claude, K.c.v.o., K.B.E., KT.sT.J,. 
g.c., :.LL.B.; -:Australian diplomatist, ·-international 
judge, company director and writer; b. 5 Oct. 18g7, 
Sydney;.s. of Frank Henry Spender and Mary Spender 
(nee Murray); m. Jean Maud Henderson 1925, (died 
:r•no); .twos~; ed. Sydney-Univ. ~.1.a:,. . • ,. 
Entered public service as Clerk, Sydney. Town Hall 15: 
enlisted A.I.F. 18; called to N.S.W. Bar 23; K.C. 35; 
mem. House ·of Reps .. for-. Warringah N.S.W. 37-51; 
mem. Fed. Exec. Council 39, Vice,.Pres. Exec. Council 
40; Minister without Portfolio 39; Acting Treas. 39, 

• 'I'reas. 40; Minister for Anny 40-41; mem. Australian 
War Cabinet 40-41; mem. of Govt. and later Opposition 
mem. Australian Advisory War Council ,p-45; Lieut.­
Col. Active List, Australian Mil. Forces 4:z-45; Minister 
for External Afiairs 49-51; Ambassador to U.S.A. 51-58; 
Chair. Australian del. to British Commonwealth Foreign 
Ministers Conf., Colombo 50, London 50 and to UN 50; 
Vice-Pres. Fifth Gen, Assembly 50-51; Vice-Chair. 
Australian del. to Seventh, Eighth, Ninth, Tenth and 
Eleventh Gen. Assemblies, later Chair. 52-56; Vice­
Pres: Japanese Peace Treaty Conf. San Francisco 51; 
Chair. Australian del. to Twelve Power Conf. to settle 
Draft Statute for Int. Atomic Energy Agency 56 and to 
several other int. confs.; Australian Gov. IMF and World 
Bank 51-53 and 56, Alternate Gov. IMF 54-55; Judge 
of the Int. Court of Justice 58-67, Pres. 64-67; Leader 
Australian Del. to 2nd Suez Conf. 66; mem. Gen. 
Council, Assicurazione Generali, Italy; Chair. Australian 
Museum Board of Trustees for National Photographic 
Index of Australian Birds 69-; Pres. Sydney Club 67-; 
Hon. LL.D., D.C.L., Litt.D.; .Grande Ufliciale, 11 
Merito della Repubblica Italian.a; Coronation Medal 
37, 58; retd. • • •· 
Leisure interests: swimming, reading, gardening and 
travelling. • " . 
Pubis. Comp-y Law afld PracliGtJ 39, F<Weip Policy-­
the Ne:d Phase 44, E:eercises in Diplomacy 69, Politics 
and a Man 72. ' 

Headingley House, II Wellington Street, Woollahra, 
Sydney, N.S.W, 2025, Australia. • ... . :, t"f 19 
Telephone: 32 32 52; 328 71 71. .,-.1: 'W.11 ,~• ..-, 
' Spender, Stephen, c.n.B.;'13ritlah •• writer;' b . 28 Feb. 

1909; ed. Univ. Coll. School, London, and Univ. Coll. 
Oxford . .. .l --1 :·~"" .. L .... • ,": ~:t ·1 o ... -::~-:n~t~:.... ' 
Po~ and critfo;·•Co-editor HorizOff ·3!NI'; Counsellor;: 
Section of Letters UNESCO 47; Co-editor Et1couHter 
53-66, Corresp. Editor- 66-67; Consultant in Poetry in 
English to U.S. Library of Congress 65-; Visiting Prof. 
of English, Univ. of Connecticut; Prof. of English, Univ. 
Co}!,, London, Oct. 70-; Hon: D;Litt. (Montpellier 
Uruv.); Queens Gold Medal for Poetry 71. ,·, , • 
Publs. Poems in New SigHatures 33, Poems {2 editions), 
Th, Destrvctive Elemal 34, •i'h, Bufflit1g Cacl1" 
(stories), Forward From Liberalism 36, Th, Trial of a 
Judge 37, The Still Centre 39, trans. 'Ernst Toller's 
Pastor Hall 39; • Tha Backward SOfl 40, Ruins afld 
Visions 42, Life and Iii, Poet 42, Citizens it1 War at1d 
After 44, European Witness 46, Poems of DedicatiOfl 46, 
Th, Edge of Being 49, World Within World (autobio­
graphy) 51, The Creative Element 53, CoUected Poems 55, 
Et1gaged in Writit1g· 57; translation of Schiller's Mary 
Stuart 58; 1"he Struggi,, for the Modern 62, Selected Poems 
64, Thf! Year of th, Young Rebels 6g, The Concise 
Encyclopedia of English and American Poets afld Pomy 
(edited with Donald Hall) 70, -TM Generous Days 71, 
Editor A Choice of Shelley's. Verse 71, Editor D. H. 
Lawt'ence: • . Novelist, ;,PotJt, .·Prophe# 73, · Love-Hate 
Relations: A Study,of Anglo-American Sensibilities 74. 
T . S. Eliot 75, Editor W. H. Audm: .A Tribute 75. 
15 Loudoun Road, London,. N.W.8, England. , 

.perry, Roger Wolcott, 'i..Bi: x.A:. PB.D.: American 
professor of psychobiology; b. 20 Aug. 1913, Hartford, 
Conn.; s .. of Frances Bushnell Sperry and Florence 
Kramer; m. Nonna Deupree i'949; one,. one d.; ed. 
Oberlin Coll., Univ. of Chicago and Harvard Univ. 
Research Assoc., Yerkes Laboratories Primate Biology 
42-46; Asst. Prof. of Anatomy, then Assoc. Prof. of 
Psychology, ·univ. ·of Chicago 46-52;' Section Chief, 
Developmental Neurology, Nat. lnsts. of Health 52-53; 
Hixon Prof. of Psychobiology--·54-; Fellow,, American 
Acad. of Arts and Sciences, American Assen. for the 
Advancement of Science; American Assen. of Psycholo­
gists; mem. Nat. • Acad. of Sciences; Warren Medal, 
Soc. of Experimental Psychologists 69, Distinguished 
Scientific Contribution ·Award of American Psycho­
logical Assen. 71; Calif. Scientist of the Year Award 72; 
Co-recipient 1st William Thompson Wakeman Re­
search Award of Nat. Paraplegic Foundation 72; Hon. 
D.Sc. Univ. of Cambridge 72; Passano Award 73. • 
Leisure interests: sculpture, sketching, palaeontology. 
Pubis. Numerous scientific publications in professional 
journals and textbooks. , ;.,,: • . . "" 
California Institute of Technology, 12or East California 
Boulevard, Pasadena, Calif. 9nog; Home: 136g Boston 
Street, Altadena, Calif. 91001, U.S.A. .,, 
Telephone: 795-684r (Office): 794-0784 (Home). . 
• 8perti, George Speri, E.E., sc.n.; American scientist; 
b. 17 Jan. Igo<>, Covington, Ky.; s. of George and 
Caroline (Sperl} Sperti; ed. Univ. of Cincinnati. 
AssistantChiefMeter-LaboratoriesU.G. &E.,Cincinnati 
22; Asst. Research Dir. Duncan Electrical and Manu­
facturing Co., Lafayette 23; Research Asst. Univ. of 
Cincinnati 24-25; Research Prof. and Dir. of Research 
(also co-founder) Basic Science Research Laboratory, 
Univ. of Cincinnati 25-3.5; mem. Board of Dirs. Gen. 
Development Laboratories Inc., New York 30-35, Spera 
Lamp Corpn. 30-40, Sperti Drug Products Inc.: Dir. 
Sperti Lamp Corpn. 35-; Research Prof., Dir. of Re­
search, mem. Board of Trustoos, mem. Board of 
Regents and Pres. St. Thomas Inst.; Principal Con­
sultant War Production Board 42; mem. Pontifical 
Acad. Science, American Assen. for Advancement 

- - ---~- - - - - - - -
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---- -·~- •umy llllllCWQ upon the Germans 
from 1941 to 19441" remarked Schumann. 

The importance of the invasion of Nor- • 
mandy,_ Schumann 'said, was. the blow it : 
dealt to German morale. Up until June . 
1944, it was still possible· for the German 
Mmy to believe in final victory. • • . 

'i'Once it was . est.ablished that we could 
not ~ pushed back· into the' sea, that ·we 
were .there Ion the mainland of Europe) , -
and remained tliere, ilo German could have ~ · :.. 

• the slightest doubt about tlie outcome • of :, • , 
the war. Psychologically; tt· w~ absolutely _ 
decisive," he said. : • ....~ . .; : .. • / • _ .. ·~ . ._ 

For western military historians'lik~ Kee- , . 
. gan, the Normandy campaign :was probably 

~he ~iggest single Allied victory ~f .the W!lf, ..,. -~,, :~-­
.costing the Germans more temtory than . -1 · ~ .. _., 
'any. other campaign.' He points out, how~· -'• • : _ '.,<.· 
ever, that American loss.of life was relative- •. i;.;? 

e•o1obephooobyStanoi:os.sfe1<1• ly low-many times less proportionately •. _ ~ • 

at ~t~e~~.:i~~ ~~nt-S°7~~r, • , :!: tie war or mdeect any other Euro-. ~ 
l of world -power can be tracoo ~ . pean nation._. . ·_. ·,: ' : _- .. ·--· - ~-~- 'l . -~: .,. .. '. .. , -.. "'.,;, 
)ay. _If __ ;~e ~.invasion_ of ~o~mandy ..,. "For me,-·that'(the: key ¥'fer_ence·~~. :-~ : ,\,. 
1ed tht:l • Umted St.ates ,as -a .super7 ': tween • Europeans and Americans .. Amen-.... i : , -· ) 

in.contrast to"its'Telative_isolation in cans haven't suffered. That's why the Unit-:,;"- ' : 
Nhe~ ·the'· war :·bro1te· ,out, it- also - . e_d Stateids_ such a "fascinating ~untry {(or -, ; . 
l a step .in the· historic decline of · a European]: It's.like going t,p a place.with-.- . i 
Britain ana France's obsession with -0ut original sin .... America rose t.o world·:: • 
. indepen~ence.- '~:.: :. I power more cheaply than any other nation . • ' 
r investing, so inuch national effort has ever done," said Keegan in a· telephone . , . 
ding 'alone ag~~,Hitler ·at the ,be~ • in~rvie~ ~?m, Princeton U~versity w:~re··;;' •. ·.: 
-of the ·w~, Britain -had r~a~hed th~ ·•:;, :he 1s a VIS1tmg professor of bisto~. :_,.,:._~:..,;_~ , .. ·_ .. 
f exhaustion by 1944. Br1t1Sh com-.. -~ The-present mood of dou~ m Frarice.!l!,.. . _;; _ 
·s initially · resisted· the American • and other European ·,countries over' Ame"t--f • • ;•~ 1-

ination fo .land in force in Fr~ce. 1o ." : icai.t :intentions was'. reflected _in ·a. cover. ato~·i,: -~-;;:. 
Gen. de 'Gaulle, the' leader of the ~'. ry in the latest edition of the French week-;.1"~ .. ;. 
·ench movement in exile, the inva- • ly, L 'Express. Pegged to' the· D-Day cere;.,t , . 
Normandy was a ,bittersweet __ :aio: • monies, - it was entitled "The -United~~ .. 

rhe secondary role _played by 1?s. , $t.ates....'...~perial Solitude" and_.began :with 1. ~ ~ 
1 

and what he regarded ~ the dehb- • . the question,. ~Can we count on the Amer- • . : • • , 
mb.~y pr~ident _F~anklin ·D. 8?o· ... icans to defend Euro~?"·.·_,_'_;·~·" ;~~t: ~-\ .,:,. . 
1 fmling to info~.him ?f the ~1ed: __ Part of;the answer to ~e.~ce~ raised.\: , '.:: • 
1 advance, confirmed his susp1C1ons • • on both sides of _the Atlmitic .can sure1y J>e ·--.~- .. ; 
Anglo:Saxo~" :.- \.: : • •• • ":"f ._f~~d in ~~-grav~s_of. the_p,386-~e~CS!l-~~ ~i.• _ 
3xper1e~ce ~f playmg second fiddle . semcemen m the U.S. ·war cemetery at J . .: . ,, 
evelt and Britain's Winston Chur- Colleville,.sur-Mer. Joseph1 P; Rivers,:.·the·t ·.;.~ -_ 
de de Gaulle more detennined than ·-, eemetery's· superintendent; :estimates that¼· r~ 

restore his country's self-esteem,: a the numberof visito,rs.iricreases hybetweenf -.;~. 
that 1~ naturally to France's with- 5 and 10 percent" every"j·ear ..• • • • ~ • ••• _·) • ;· •• -·, •• 
from the military wing of NATO : Seeking to explain the drawing power of . 
later. • : ,~ - : 1 . . _ -. the graves, set on a windy cliff overlooking • :, . . 
the western Allies were securing' · Omaha Beach, Rivers.said:- ~It -reflects-the;)·.. . 

-achh~d- in Normandy,- the Red." :, un~~nty of the times. People aie casting ;f ~ ~: ·.: 
lS poised_ on the borders of Poland .. therr mmds back t.q what happened here-40_,;.. -­
Jome the bnmt of the fighting years ago in order'.to gain .a·sense,of'reas; -'ii , • 
Nazi Germany for nearly three surance about America's commitment to -. 

• -. • Europe." 

·I 
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sTALIN'S LAST DECADE, 1945-53 585 

1 

~\•emment officials and gypsies were exterminated wherever they could 
:-c found. Partisan warfare led to horrible reprisals against the population. 

1 

ln contrast to the First World War, most atrocity stories of the Second 
World War were true. The total number of Soviet military and civilian 

· ~ead in the dreadful conflict remains quite uncertain. In 1946 the Soviet 
rovernment set the figure at seven million. A similiar total has been 
;e3ched by a few specialists outside the Soviet Uni<:>n, such as Mironenko. 
~lost foreign scholars, however, have arrived at much higher figures, for 
ll!Stance, Prokopovich estimates fourteen million· and Schuman twenty 

: million. It is generally believed that the losses were about evenly divided 
• ~tween the military and civilian. To the dead must be added perhaps 

wother twenty million for the children that were not born in the decade 
: t'l the 'forties. Population figures announced by the Soviet Union in the 
• spring of 1959 tend to support high rather than low estimates of the 

Second World War los_ses. Significantly, the ratio of males to females 
among the peoples of the U.S.S.R. in 1959 stood at 45 per cent males 

I 
:o 55 per cent females. 

Material losses were :similarly enormous. In addition to the destruction 
mffered in the fighting, huge areas of the country were devastated -
ircquently more than once - at the hands of the retreating Red Army or 
the withdrawing Germans. The Red Army followed the scorched-earth 
fclicy, trying to destroy all that could be of military value to the enemy. 
The Nazis, when they were forced to abandon Soviet territory, attempted 
:o demolish everything, and often did so with remarkable thoroughness. 
For example, they both flooded and wrecked mines and developed special 
devices to blow up railroad tracks. Much of the Soviet Union became an 
il:tcr wasteland. According to official figures - probably somewhat ex­
iggcrated as all such Soviet figures ten<:I to be - Soviet material losses 
in the war included the total or partial destruction of 1,700 towns, 70,000 
rillages, 6,000,000 buildings, 84,000 schools, 43,000 libraries, 31,000 
!ictories, and 1,300 bridges. Also demolished were 98,000 kolkhozes and 
!,876 sovkhozes. The Soviet economy lost 137,000 tractors and 49,000 
rombine-harvesters, as well as 7,000,000 horses, 17,000,000 head of cattle, 
20,000,000 hogs, and 27,000,000 sheep and goats. Soviet authorities es­
timated the destruction in the U.S.S.R. at half the total material devasta-

1 
tion in Europe during the Second World War. It may have also amounted 
!J two-thirds of the reproducible weaith of occupied Soviet areas and one-
1:iarter of the reproducible wealth of the Soviet Union. 
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Reagan's Arms-Budget Hopes Are Riding 
On Senate in Wake of House Restrictions 

By DENNIS FARNEY 
Staff Reporter oJTtm WALLSTREr•:T JOURNAL 

WASHINGTON-The Democratic House, 
by damping unwanted restrictions on Presi­
dent Reagan's defense budget, has upped 
the ante-and the political pressure-on the 
Republican Senate. 

The president will be looking to the Sen­
ate. scheduled to take up a $213.5 billion de­
fenst>-authorization measure this week. to 
remove House-approved provisions for mor­
ato1iums on deployment of additional MX 
missiles and of nuclear-armed cruise mis­
siles at sea, as well as to reverse a House­
passed ban on resumed production of nerve 
gas. But the heated House debate on these 
controversial weapons has heightened their 
potential as campaign issues this fall, creat­
ing additional worries for some election­
bound GOP senators. 

"Wh:i.t I see now is a real battle that 
some senators hadn't anticipated," pre­
dicted a jubilant liberal Democrat, New 
York Rep. Thomas Downey, 8fter the House 
voted, early Friday morning, additional con­
gressional restrictions on MX missile de­
ploynwnt. "These things are much more 
likely now to brcome campaign issues." 

The House handed Mr. Reagan a worri­
some defeat l)y insisting that none of tile 15 
additional MX missiles it authorized for fis­
cal 1985 can be drployed unless both houses 
of Congress approve deployment after next 
April 1. And in other votes during its three-

week defense-budget debate. thr House 
flatly barred a resumption of nerve-gas pro­
duction and placed moratoriums on both the 
deployment of nuclear-armed cruise mis­
siles at sea and U.S. testing of anti-satellite 
weapons in space. 

The Senate is more sympathetic to Mr. 
Reagan. Nevertheless, it approved nerve­
gas production last year by only one vote, 
with Vice President George Bush breaking 
the tie. And last week the Senate Armed 
Services Committee voteu to autl1orize only 
21 additional MX missiles, beyond the 21 
Congress approved last year, for the coming 
fiscal year. The White House had wanted 40. ' 
However, the Senate committee didn't place 
any strings on when the White House could 
deploy tlw 21. 

The two houses aren't terribly far apart 
on the amount of money they would autho­
rize for defense. The House approYed a $207 
billion measure, which represents less than 
a 6% increase, after inflation, over this fis­
cal year. The Senate committee approved 
$213.5 billion. a 7.8% increase. 

Ultimately. the two versions of the bill 
will have to be rPconciled by a Housr-Senate 
conference committee. and t.llis is where the 
decisive battlrs will be fought. In confer­
ence-committee bargaining. the House may 
be press rd to ~'i ve up restrictions on some 
weapons to preserve restrictions on others. 
But how hard the House is pressed will dP­
pend on what the Senate does in the c:oming 
debate. 

-. 
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Document No. ---------
IOYR-j 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM J~1L!. . .__ 
,••••um lAJI 

DATE: __ s_1_2_1_1_a_4_ ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 

SUBJECT: LETTER LISA ZANATTA HENN RE ATTENDANCE AT D-DAY CEREMONY 

ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ □ 

MEESE □ □ 

BAKER □ □ 

DEAVER □ □ 

STOCKMAN □ -0 

□ARMAN [JP oss 
FELDSTEIN □ □ 

FIELDING □ □ 

FULLER □ □ 

HERRINGTON □ □ 

HICKEY □ □ 

REMARKS: 

RESPONSE: 

McFARLANE 

McMANUS 

MURPHY 

OGLESBY 

ROGERS 

SPEAKES 

SVAHN 

VERSTANDIG 

WHITTLESEY 

COYNE 

ELLIOTT 

CAULFIELD 

ACTION FYI 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

✓ 
=- ~ 

Richard G. Darman 
Assistant to the President 

Ext~ 2702 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Mr. ~resident: 

I ran this by Dick Darman and 
he thought that page 4 of this 
letter might be useful to 
speechwriters for possible use 
in Europe or for radio speech 
from Europe. Any objections? 

floTA-T~L(_, 
Col. Caulfield already answered 
Lisa so no reply from you is 

n\c~s~y~ ~ ~ 

~~~~~~ 
~ _.tl,.$ ._K~• ~c~ 
'f. ~· ~ ~ ~-+➔ lJ-
.,.2->N ~ . , f.. fl_ 



Dear Lisa: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 10, 1984 

Thank you for your letter to President Reagan . 
. 

The President has requested the Secretary of Defense to include 
you and your family on the United States Invitation List for the 
Omaha Beach commemoration on the 6th of June. 

You should receive an official invitation from the Secretary of 
Defense in a few days. Unfortunately, intercontinental travel 
and accomodations cannot be provided by the United States 
government. However, you will be given whatever assistance is 
required once you arrive in France. 

Please provide me as soon as possible the names and addresses of 
other members of your family whe de.sire to attend the commemoration. 

If you have any questions or there is anything else I can do for 
you, please write or call me on (202) 456-2150. 

Sincerely, 

lh.,v. ~~ 
-i, ,1~ 

l'-1. 'P. CA I D 
Colonel, U.S. Marine Corps 

Deputy Director 
White House Military Office 

Ms. Lisa Zanatta Henn 
1100 Elmwood Drive 
Millbrae, California 94030 



Ronald Reagan, President 
United States of America 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Washington, OC 20500 

Dear Mr. President_: 

March 15, 1984 

I_ am ~iting this letter to ask for your assistance. 
- ' 

I· have read recently that you are planning to attend the 40th Manorial 
of D DlY.s, 

My father, Peter Robert Zanatta, PFC, 37th Engineer Canbat Battalion, 
landed on the First Wave on Om.ha Beach on D Cay. This event was probably 
the l'IX)St imix>rtant event of his life. He always planned to go back 
saneday. Since he is no longer living - my m:>ther, brothers and I are 
planning to attend. ~ would like__j;Q_~t:tend no:t_just as tourists but as 
representatives of the United States. I don't know if there will be any 
special envoys to Nonna.ndy, but if there are, we would like to be part of 
them. We plan to get there any way we can, but it would be nice to be 
part of a group of proud .Americans who al though may not have been there 
know the anguish and pride of those who faced that day. 

I would appreciate it if you would forward this letter t.o anyone that could 
p:>ssibly help my family realize this dream. Please know that I am available 
to help you in anyway I can. I am enclosing a short story I wrote about my 
father that explains how deeply I feel about attending this Manorial. 

I can be contacted at: 

Lisa Zanatta Henn 
1100 Elmwood Dr. 
Millbrae, California 94403 
(415) 588-6609 

OR 
1340 North Dearborn, Apt 16E 
Cbicago, Illinois 60610 
(312) 440-9395 

I would appreciate any assistance you can give me. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 



"Saneday, Lis, I' 11 go back." 

"Someday, Lis, I' 11 go back. I' 11 go back and I' 11 see it all again. I' 11 see the 

beach, the barricades, and the graves. I'll put a flower on the graves of the 

guys I knew and on the grave of the unknown solider - all the guys I fo_ught with." 

I heard my father say these VK>rds hundreds and hundreds of times for as long 

as I can renanber. When he said than, he always looked like he was sanewhere else, 

ranenbering Satl:lthing painful yet scmething he was so protrl of. 

My dad landed on "the beach11-First Wave, Onaha. Beach, The Invasion of 

rt)nna.ndy, June 6, 1944. The inf aroous D-Da.y. Not many i;:,eople my age know or even 

care about this day but I always will-I can't renanber when it wasn't im!X)rtant 

to me. 

I know most fathers tell their kids war stories. The kids start to roll their 

-
eyes and say "oh no, not again. We've heard than all a million times." My brothers 

and I never said that in our house. ~ matter now many times we heard the stories, 

we never got tired of than. I tried to figure out why my dad's stories were 

different. The only 'thing I came up with is that he made you~ it all, made you 

feel how it must have been. 

My dad was 18 years old when he went into World Ward II. Eighteen - when I 

was 18, I graduated fran high school and the only heavy decisions I had to make were 

what college I wanted to go to or what kind of car I wanted my parents to buy me. 

Real life and death situations. But when my dad was 18 he had no choices, he went 

and_ fought for his county and was proud to do it. He never even thought twice 

about it. But those three years and the Nonnandy Invasion would change his life 

forever. 

(1) 



I can only ranenber a few of the stories he told us. 'lbere was one about a 

castle in Europe that had a long winding staircase. I guess my dad and his division 

were camping there for the night. Most of the guys were my dad's age, so being kids 

they slid down the banister. This always struck my brothers and rre so funny 

- that my dad slid do.vn some banister, in sane castle in sane strange city in 

Europe during the war. ·It seen.s they fowld a manent to be kids in a situation 

that <NOuld turn than old before their time. 

I also ranenber the story about how he had to lay for a long period of time on 

top of a dead solder without moving as Gennan troops plowed by. He told us of how 

he was afraid to breath because the Gennans might see him; of how the snell of the 

dead man made him so sick. We just looked at him with awe and without really 

canprehending it all. Not then anyway. 

There were many stories - Christmas over there when the shooting stopped for 

a few minutes at midnight and turkey dtnners fell fran the sky; of giving his food 

to starving children so they would stop eating garbage; of being injured and then 

sent right back to the front; of the·beauty of Paris even with the destruction of 

war; of the guys he knew - who lived and fought right next to him and those who 

died; of the songs they sung (that he taught us to sing); and of being afraid and 

yet going on every day - just trying to live and make it back to the glorious 

place called hane. 

But the story to end all stories was D-Day. No single incident in my dad's. 

life ever rreant rrore to him and I can understand why. 

As I said earlier, my dad landed on Ona.ha Beach - on the First Wave. Even 

when I was small.and he would tell us about D-Day, I could tell by the look in his 

eyes that this 'was different - this was the biggest thing that had ever happened 

in his life. 

(2) 



.. 

He made me feel the fear of being on that boat wa.i ting to land. I can snell 

the ocean and feel the seasickness. I can see the looks on his fellow soldiers' 

faces, the fear, the anguish, the uncertainty of what lay ahead. And when they 

landed, I can feel the strength and courage of the men who took those first steps 

through the tide to what must have surely l(X)ked like instant death. I don't know 

how or why I can feel this anptiness, this fear, or this determination, but I do. 

Maybe its the bond I had with my father. ( I was r_eally 1 ucky - we never got tired 

of talking to each other). All I know is that it brings tears to my eyes to think 

about by father as a 20 year old boy having to face that beach. 

When I grew older, I read everything on D-09.y that I could find. As it turned 

out, the fact that my father lived to tell his children about it was a miracle. 

So many men died. I know that my father watched many of his friends be killed. 

I know that he must have died inside a little each time. But his explanation to 

me was - "You did what you had to do and you kept on going." 

-
My dad won his share of medals. -He was a good soldier and fought hard for his 

comtry. He never considered himself or what he had done as anything speical. But 

I always did. I guess most kids put their fathers on pedestals, but I truly believe 

my father belonged on one. He gave up three years of his life and when he came back, 

everything was different. But he went on. He was just an ordinary guy, with 

im:nigrant Italian parents who never really had enough rrx:mey. But he was a proud 

man. Proud of his heritage, proud of his country, proud that he fought in World 

War II and protrl that he lived through D-1:ay. 

June 6th is a special day at my family's house. When we were younger, my 

dad's best friend would cane over, and he and my dad would just sit in our kitchen 

and drink and talk about old times until the early hours of the morning . They 

had been friends since they were eight years old and had both fought in the war. 

(3) 
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the war of course; of their lost childhood (you can't ever 

be the same can you?); of the friends they had lost. Sare people would say· that 

they made too much of it or hung on to the menories too long • But how can anyone 

forget sarething like that? I never will and it all happened 12 years before I 

was even born. 

My dad is gone now. Its been eight years. He ~ied fighting a war against 

cancer. Even then the experience of D-Da.y was on his mind. When he was just about 

ready to go into surgery, I asked him how he was doing. He looked at me and 

said, "Lis, I feel just like I did at the Invasion of Nonna.ndy, I don't know 

if I'll live or die." 

( 

to this part of my father's life and make it rrore than what it was. I've tried 

to make my friends understand what I feel, but they all just look at me like I'm 

kind of strange. Maybe if they had listened to my dad, they would feel the way 

I do. I guess most people my age feel that it all happened so long ago, why 

should they think about it. 
I 

\ 

But it was and al ways will be a big event. It changed everyone' s lives -then 

and now. Everyone takes it for granted. Maybe that's what made my dad different. 

After he fought one of the most imp:,rtant battles in our nation's history, he could 

never take anything for granted again. 

It will always affect me too. War movies, old songs, stories of the war, all 

of it gets to rre. I know a lot of it is because my dad is gone now, arxi these 

•.. were so much a pLrt of his life. 

\:• - the man that canE to be my 

But it was those events that made him the man he 

father. 

(4) 
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.... - ., - -
------- ~, 

~ When I talk of [ad~ I_ always say he landed on the First Wave at Qnaha Beach. ~ 

People are amazed that I even know or care about that day or event at all. But I 'm/ 

-~ ------
just so proud of it and I always will be. 

----• .IL I-' m going... there s:::.meday, t'Rd-;·-and I '11 see the ·beaches -and the barricades and 

the rronuments. I' 11 see the graves and I' 11 put the flowers there just like you 

wanted to do. I' 11 see the cerenonies honoring tt).e veterans of D-Da.y and I' 11 feel 

all the things you ma.de rte feel through your stories and your eyes. I'll never 

forget what you went through, Cad, nor will I let anyone else forget - and Did, 

I'll always be prom." 

Lisa Zana tta Henn 
March, 1984 

(5) 







The Longest Day June 6, 1944 

shot down. and then, swimming and climbing over the wreck­
age, he reached the main mast. From the U .S.S. Butler Coxswain 
Dick Scrimshaw watched in amazement and admiration as the 
sailor, shells still falling about hilD, calmly tied on the llag and 
ran it up the mast. Then he swam away- Above the wreck of the 
Corry Scrimshaw saw the llag bang limp for a moment. Then It 

stretched out and fluttered in the breeze. 

Rockets trailing ropes shot up toward the 100-foot-bigh clilI at 
Pointe du Hoc. Between Utah and Omaha beaches the third 
American seaborne attack was g9ing in. small-arms lire poured 
down on Lt. Col. James E. Rudder's three Ranger cmnpanies as 
they began the assault to silence the massive coastal batteries 
which intelligence said menaced the American beaches on either 
side. The nine LCAs carrying the zz5 men of the znd Ranger 
Battalion clustered along the little strip of beach' beneath the 
clilf overhang. It aliorded some protection from the machine gun 
fire and from the grenades that the eennans were now rolling 
down on them-but not much. Offshore the British destrO}'el 
Talybont and the U.S. destroyer Satterlee lobbed in shell alter 

shell onto the clifI top. Rudder's Rangers were supposed to touch dawn at the ball! 
of the clilI at ll Hour. But the lead boat had strayed and led 
the little Botilla straight toward l'ointe de la PercOO, three Jlll!tS 
east. Rudder had spotted the mistake, but by the time he gol 
the assault craft back on course, precious time had been 105/'· 'l'be 
delay would cost him his 500-man suppart force-the ~est! ~I the 
· IIDd Rangers and Lieutenant Colonel .Max Scbne1d«!r

1 

sth 
Ranger Battalion. The plan bad been for Rudder to Bre tla

rd 
at 

soon as his men had scaled the cliff, as a signal for the c,tJ,,t 
Rangers waiting in their boats some miks offshore to follot' i. 
If no signal was received by. 7 A.:M-, Colonel scbneidet ~: 
assume that the Pointe du Roe assault had failed and bel 
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Omaha Beach four miles awa zgth Division, his R y. There, following in heh. d th 
p . t angers would s • m e 

om e to take the guns f th wmg west and drive fo th 
signal h d b rom e rear It r e 
for O :;. een given, so Schneider's for was now 7:10 A.M. No 

m a. Rudder and his zz ce was already headin 
It was a wild fr . , 5 Rangers were on the. g , enzied see A . rr own. 

roared, shooting th ne. gam and again th 
tached. Shells and:;!: and rope ladders with graep:;l~e!s 
top sh k· d meter machin a -, a mg own great chunks. f e guns raked the cliff 
spurted across th 

O 
earth on the Ran d e narrow crater d b gers. Men 

ers, ropes and hand ~ k • e each trailing scalin lad 
mans bobbed up throe ~ts. Here and there at the cliff tog G -

d • owmg do " p er-
na es or Bring Schmeisser& S wn potato masher" hand e 
cover to cover, unloaded th •. obmehow the Rangers dodged ;; -
the sam • err oats and Br d m hi I e time. And off the Point e up the c_liff-all at 

:.: :-i.thdta11, extended ladd:/~:::ux::;S-amphibions 
F e on on Fire Brigade . • owe or the occasion 
Brom the tops of the ladders R , tn~ to maneuver closer in 

~g automatic rifles and:!: lasted the headlands with 
e assault was furl Y guns. 

to catch W ous. Some men didn"t ' ✓ holds witli :~ _slung over their shoulde:ai~ for the ropes 
like . err knives and started • ey cut hand-V 
1W llies. Some of the grapnels up the nine-story-high cliff 
m· armed up the ropes. Then th now began to catch and men 

ans cut the ere were wild y ll th 
P.F.C. iI ropes !1"d Rangers hurtled back e s as e Ger-
lnall arry Roberts rope was r.ut • e ~own the cliff. 
S.. y got to a cratered . ch . twis: • On his third try h 

geant\Bill 'L-Rod., pnttt e J~St under the edge of the I!: 
onapl • e y tned • c=. "'Pe am rope hut, although he gomg up hand over hand 

was so wet a d was an expert free climb 
bled a ladde n muddy he couldn't m • er, the 
Ile started br, got thirty feet up and slid bact ,t.1:1'en Petty 
lllher !add ack up again. Sergeant He w~en ,t was cut. 
dentally::!' was almost pushed off th~~! Stem climbing an-

uwated hi M e cwr face h h s ae West H ''stru w en e acci-
. e ggled for an eternity" 
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The Longest Day June 6, 1944 

with the life preserver but there were men ahead and behW 
him on the ladder. Sociehow Stein kept on going. 

Now men were scrambling up a score of ropes that twbtc.,t 
and snaked down from the top of the cliff. Suddenly Sergtt.t11 
Petty, on his way up for the third time, was peppered by chuab 
of earth Hying out all around him. The Germans were leanlnc 
out over the edge of the cliff, machine-gunning the Rangcn 11 

they climbed. The Germans fought desperately, despite the &r. 
that was still raining on them .from the Rangers on the Gr«! Jad. 
ders and from the destroyers offshore. Petty saw the cllmhn 
next to him stiffen and swing out from the cliff. Stein saw Ima. 
too. So did twenty-year-old P.F.C. Carl Bombardier. Al thn 
watched, horrified, the man slid down the rope and fell, bou~ ... 
ing from ledges and rock outcroppings, and it seemed to Prtt, 
,ca lifetime before his body hit the beach." Petty froze on ~ 
rope. He could not make his hand move up to the next rung. Ht 
remembers saying to himself, ''This is just too hard to clJmb. • 
But the Gennan machine gui¼_ got him going again. As they~ 
gan to spray the cliff dangerously near him, Petty ''unfrou ml 
fast." Desperately he hauled himself up the last few yards. 

Everywhere men were throwing themselves over the top and 
into shell hoies. To Sergeant Regis McCloskey, who had su~ 
fully brought hi~ half-sinking ammunition boat ~ to the btack 
the high plateau of Pointe du Hoc presented a weird, incredibl, 
sight. The ground was so pitted by the shells and bombs of th, 

pre-H-Hour naval and air bombardment that it looked like "tlw 
craters of the moon." There was an eerie silence now aJ l1W"II 

pulled themselves up and into the protective craters. The, 1ft 
had stopped for the.moment, there was not a German to be JN'II.. 

and everywhere men looked the yawning craters stretched bxl 
toward the mainland~a violent, terrible no man's land. 

Colonel Rudder had already established his first commod 
post, a niche at the edge of the cliff. From it his signal offlttt, 

Lieutenant James Eikner, sent- out the message ''Pr~ di, 
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lad." It meant "All men up cliff.11 But it was not quite true. At 
me base of the cliff the Rangers' medical officer, a pediatrician 
M private practice, was tending the dead and the dying on the 
~perhaps twenty-five men. Minute by minute the val­
b.nl Ranger ·force was being chipped away. By the end of the 
day t.here would only be ninety of the original .225 still able to 
~4'r arms. Worse, it had been a heroic and futile· effort-to si­
lmce guns which were not there. The information which Jean 
\brion, the French underground sector chief, had tried to send 
t.o London was true. The battered bunkers atop Pointe du Hoc 
W1"re empty-the guns had never been mounted. 0 

In his bomb crater at the top of th_e cliff, Sergeant Petty and 
Im four-man BAR team sat exhausted after the climb. A little 
w drifted over the churned, pitted earth and the smell of 
cudlte was heavy in the air. Petty stared almost dreamily around 
lwn. Then on the edge of the crater he saw two sparrows eating 
worms. LOOk," said Petty to the others, "they're having break­
bst.~ . 

Now on this great and awful morning the last phase of the as­
uult from the sea began. Along the e8:stern hall of the Normandy 
lo\'1Slon coast., Lieutenant General M. C. Dempsey's British 
S«ond Army was coming ashore, with grimness and gaiety, ·with 
pomp and ceremony, with all the studied nonchalance the Brit­
Mb traditionally assume in moments of great emotion. They had 
qJtcd four long years for this day. They were assaulting not 
just beaches but bitter memories-memories of Munich and 
Dunkirk, of one hateful and humiliating retreat after another 
"countless devastating bombing/ raids, of dark days when the; 
'Som I ' 

111 1 -~mtwo hours lat~r. a _Ranger patrol found a deserted flve-gun battery 
-.inded ~ged position more than a mi]e inland. Stacks of shells sur­
"' ~ ea hgun . and they were ready to fire, but the Rangers could find 
~ t eilie t ~t they had ever been manned. Presumably these were the 

or e Pomte du Hoc emp1acements. 
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which would be trained on the beaches to stop the Allied advance . 

. Removing the guns was pivotal to the Normandy Invasion, which 

itself was.pivotal to the reclaiming of Europe, the end of the 

war, and the end of the long night of totalitarian conquest. 

The Rangers looked up and-~w the big gu~- and they saw 

the enemy soldiers at the edge of the cliffs shooting down at 

them and throwing grenades and filling the air with machine gun 

fire. And the American Rangers began to climb. They shot their 

rope ladders into the face of these cliffs and they pulled 

themselves up. And when one Ranger would fall another would take 

his place, and when one rope was cut and a Ranger would hurtle· to 

the bottom, he would find another rope and begin his climb again. 

They climbed and shot back and held their footing; and in time 

~enemy guns were quiet~ in time the Rangers held the cliffs, 

in time the enemy pulled back and on~ by one the Rangers pulled 

themselves over the top -- and in seizing the firm land at the 

top of these cliffs they seized back the continent of Europe . 
• 

Forty years ago as I speak they were fighting to hold these . 
cliffs. They had radioed back and asked for reinforcements and 

they were told: There aren't any. But they did not give up. It 

was not in them to give up. They would not be turned back~ they 

held the cliffs. 

Words are hollow next to such deeds, and the valor of these 

men is impossible to describe. But we know that 200 came here,· 

and by the end of two days of fighting only 90 could still bear 

arms. 

We have here today some of the survivors of the battle of 

Point du Hoc, some qf the Rangers who took these cliffs. I think 
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We are here to mark that day in history when the Allied 

armies joined in battle to reclaim this continent to liberty. 

For 4 long years, much of Europe had been under a terrible 

shadow. Free nations had fallen, Jews cried out in the camps, 

millions cried out for liberation. Europe was enslaved, and the 

world prayed for its rescue. Here, in Normandy, the rescue 

began. Here the West stood, and fought against tyranny in a 

giant undertaking unparalleled in hwnan history. 

We stand on a lonely, windswept point on the northern shore 

of France. As I speak, the air is soft and full of sunlight. 

But 40 years ago at this moment, the air was dense with smoke and 

the cries of men, the air was filled with the crack of rifle fire 

and the roar of cannon. At dawn on the morning of the 6th of 

June, 1944, 225 American Rangers jwnped off a British landing 

craft and ran to the bottom of these cliffs. Their mission was 

one of the most difficult and daring of the Invasion: to climb 

these sheer and desolate cliffs and take out the enemy guns. The 

Allies had been told that the mightiest of those guns were here, 

and they would be trained on the beaches to stop the Allied 

advance. 

The Rangers looked up and saw the enemy soldiers at the edge 

of the cliffs shooting down at them with machine guns and 

throwing grenades. And the American Rangers began to climb. 

They shot rope ladders over the face of these cliffs and they 

began to pull themselves up. And when one Ranger would fall 

another would take his place, and when one rope was cut a Ranger 



would grab another and begin his climb again. They climbed and 

shot back and held their footing; and in time the enemy pulled 

back; in time the Rangers held the cliffs; and soon, one by one, 

the Rangers pulled themselves over the top -- and in seizing the 

firm land at the top of these cliffs they began to seize back the 

continent of Europe. 

Forty years ago as I speak they were fighting to hold these 

cliffs.· They had radioed back and asked for reinforcements. 

They were told: There aren't any. But they did not give up. It 

was not in them to give up. They would not be turned back; they 

held the cliffs. 

Two hundred twenty-five came here. After a day of fighting 

only 90 could still bear arms. 

Behind me is a memorial that symbolizes the Ranger daggers 

that were thrust into the top of these cliffs. And before me are 

the men who put them there. 

These are the boys 6f Pointe du Hoc. These are the men who 

took the cliffs. These are the champions who helped free a 

continent; these are the heroes who helped end a war. 

Gentlemen, I look at you and I think of the words of Stephen 

Spender's poem. You are men who in your "lives fought for 

life . and left the vivid air signed with (your) honor." 

And I think I know what you're thinking right now. You're 

thinking, "But we were just part of a bigger effort, and everyone 

was brave that day." 

Everyone was. The heroism of all the Allies of D-Day was 

boundless, but there was another quality to it, not only of size 

but of spirit. 



•· Page 3 

• Do you remember the story of Bill Millin of the 

51st Scottish Highlanders? Forty years ago today, British troops 

wer~ pinne~ ~own near a bridge and waiting desperately for 

reinforcements. Suddenly they heard the sound of bagpipes wafting 

through the air. Some of them thought it was a dream. But they 

looked up, and there was Bill Millin with his bagpipes, marching 

at the head of the reinforcements, ignoring the smack of the 

bullets· into the sand around him. Lord Lovat was with him 

Lord Lovat of England, who calmly announced when he got to the 

bridge, "Sorry I'm a few minutes late." As if he'd been delayed 

by bad weather or a traffic jam. When in truth he'd just come 

from the bloody fighting on Sword Beach, which he and his men had 

just taken. 

There was Lieutenant Colonel Benjamin Vandervoort of the All 

American 82nd Airborne, who broke his leg when he parachuted on 

to French soil. So he commandeered a small farm cart and ordered 

his men to wheel him on to the battlefield. 

There was the impossible valor of the Poles, who threw 

themselves between the enemy and the rest of Europe as the 

Invasion took hold. And the unsurpassed courage of the 

Canadians, the only troops who knew exactly what they would face 

when they hit the beaches. rwo years before, their countrymen 

had been slaughtered at Dieppe. They knew what awaited them 

here, but they would not be deterred, and once they hit Juno 

Beach they never looked back. 

All of these men were part of a rollcall of honor, with 

names that spoke of a pride as bright as the colors they bore: 

the Royal Winnipeg Rifles, Poland's 24th Lancers, the Royal Scots 
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Fusiliers, the Screaming Eagles, the Yeomen of England's armoured 

divisions, the forces of Free France, the Regiment de Chars de 

Combat ... and you, the American Rangers. 

Forty summers have passed since the battle you fought here. 

You were young the day you took these cliffs some of you were 

hardly more than boys, with the deepest joys of life before you. 

Yet you risked everything here. We think of that and we ask: 
-

Why did.you do/it? What impelled you to put all thought of 
I 

self-preservation behind and risk yo~r lives to take these 

cliffs? What inspired all of the men of the armies that met 

here? 

We look at you ... and somehow we know the answer. 

It was faith and belief; it was loyalty and love. 

The men of Normandy had faith that what they were doing was 

right, faith that they fought for all humanity, faith that a just 

God would grant them mercy on this beachhead -- or the next. 

It was the deep knowledge (and pray God we have not lost it) that 

there is a profound moral difference between the use of force for 

liberation and the use of force for conquest. They were here to 

liberate, not to conque~, and so they did not doubt their cause. 

And they were right not to doubt. 

They knew that some things are worth dying for that one's 

country is worth dying for and that democracy is worth dying for, 

because it is the most deeply honorable form of Government ever 

devised by man. They loved liberty and they were happy to fight 

tyranny. And they knew the pe6ple of their countries were behind 

them. 
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The Americans who fought here that morning knew that word of 

the Invasion was spreading through the darkness back home. And 

they knew in their hearts, though they could not know in fact, 

that in Georgia they were filling the churches at 4 a.m., and in 

Kansas they were kneeling on their porches and praying, and in 

Philadelphia they were ringing the Liberty Bell. 

Something else helped the men of D-Day. It was the rockhard 

belief that Providence would have a great hand in the events that 

would unfold here; that God was an ally in this great cause. 

And, so, the night before the Invasion, when Colonel Wolverton 

asked his parachute troops to kneel with him in prayer he told 

them: Do not bow your heads but look up so you can see God and 

ask His blessing in what we are about to do. And in another part 

of England that night General Mathew Ridgeway tossed on his cot 

and talked to his God and listened for the promise made to 

Joshua: "I will not fail thee nor forsake thee." 

These are the things that impelled them; these are the 

things that ·shaped the unity of the West. 

When the war was over there were lives to be rebuilt and 

governments to be returned to the people there were nations to 

be reborn and above all, there was a new peace to be assured. 

These were huge and daunting tasks. But the Allies summoned 

strength from the faith and belief and loyalty and love of those 

who fell here. And they rebuilt a new Europe together. 

There was first a great reconciliation, not only of those 

who had been enemies in the war, but also of those nations which 

had been torn for centuries by rivalries of territory and 
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religion and power. Those rivalries were interred on these 

beaches. 

The United States did its part by creating the Marshall Plan 

to help rebuild our allies and our former enemies. The Marshall 

Plan led to the Atlantic Alliance -- a great alliance that 

functions to this day as a shield for democracy and for 

prosperity. 

In spite of our great efforts and our great successes, not 

all of what followed the end of the war was happy, or planned. 

Some of the countries that had been liberated were lost. The 

great sadness of that fact echoes down to our own time in the 

streets of Warsaw, Prague, and East Berlin. The Soviet troops 

that came to the center of this continent did not leave when 

peace came. They are·there to this day, uninvited, unwanted, and 

unyielding almost 40 years after the war. 

Because of this, Allied forces still stand on this 
,/ 

continent. Today, as 40 years ago, our armies are here for only 

one purpose to protect and defend democracy. The only 

territories we hold are the graveyards where our heroes rest. 

We in America have learned the bitter lessons of two world 

wars: that it is better to be here and ready to preserve and 

protect the peace, than to take blind shelter in our homes across 

the sea, rushing to respond only after freedom has been lost. We 

have learned that isolationism never was and never will be an 

acceptable response to tyrannical governments with expansionist 

intent. 
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But we try always to prepare for peace. That is why we 

maintain our defenses and that is why we have tried to negotiate 

th~-r~duction of arms. 

In truth there is no reconciliation we would welcome more 

than a reconciliation with the Soviet Union, so that together we 

can lessen the chance of conflict, now and forever. 

I tell you from my heart that we in the United States do not 

want war. We want to wipe from the face of the Earth the 

terrible weapons man now has in his hands. I tell you we are 

ready to seize that beachhead -- but there must be some sign from 

the Soviet Union that they are willing to move forward, that they 

share our desire and love for peace, that they will give up the 

ways of conquest. There must be a changing there that will a-llow 

us to turn our hope into action. 

We will pray forever that some day that changing will come. 

But for now -- and particularly today -- it is good and fitting 

for us to renew our commitment to each other, to our freedom, and 

to the alliance that protects it. 

We are bound still by what bound us 40 years ago, bound by 

the same loyalties, traditions and beliefs. We are bound by 

reality: The strength of America's allies is vital to the United 

States, and the American security guarantee is essential to the 

continued freedom of Europe's democracies. The Allies of 

40 years ago are allies still. Your destiny is our destiny, and 

your hopes are our hopes. 

Here, in this place where the West stood together, let us 

make a vow to our dead. Let us show them by our actions that we 

understand what they died for; let our actions say to them the 
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words for ·which Mathew Ridgeway listened: "I will not fail thee 

nor forsake thee." 

Strengthened by their courage, heartened by their valor and 

borne by their memory, let us continue to stand for the ideals 

for which they lived and died. 

Thank you all very much. 
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~ L ~ q ~ - I.)<. ~ t,...\ t..-\ 
through the air. Some of them thought it was a dream. But they 

d ~ ~ . ~11 ·1~1· ··. ·t~ h f<" b ~ ~ h. looked up, an there was Bi Mi in w1:n 1s agpipes, mare ing 
----:-:-: k ~ tJ...-- Uc- u.- ~ t: ,.,-- ~ ,_-
,~f ~~ a1! the head of th~nforcements, (ignoring the smack of the 
M,u,- I~ , ~ • ,__-- . _.,,.-, i?.t)U..):)O\)yle__v--- ~ ~ &-\:- t.,)c-- ~ 
~~,s~ bullets into the 9a-:i~, (around him_.) Lord Lovat was with him -- /;]~Ji;~ 
~)! fl_!:::!!:--- _ -=;:t.e.4t~~~ ~ ~ i..-\- t.>- L- \ 0._ ~ t..J- 1,r-s -~1-'! 
~ .( Lord Lovat ~~ , • w!:o calmly ~nnouhced wnen he got to the ~':JJ -~ 
, ..-.::::..--- I • \_ ~ - • _,,.- .. . •~ -'. . --:.,,;- ~ _,. ~-,..,~ #,r ,... ~ , ~ ?-:- !.·v J . ~,-
, l.,!)~~;qs.-- bridge;- or _./ I'm-a f~~inut~s Iaie. As if he'd been delayed~~ 
~B~_t;:1- ~ ~, ~ ---'"--

~ ~d • wea t~ or aj;affi~a:,__ When in truth ~'d}u:. c:: <--~ 

from the bloody fighting on Sword Bea';;\;, ~ hkh he and his men had 

~. Jyjurt tafu .j} -~~->"'<1-t~-- . 
• '-- \..-- \.--- L~ ~•-"lq, D14t 

~ 
'-"' ~ ~ - ' --- C.---· ,.,,.:;'! 

There was Lieutenant Colonel Benjamin Vandervoort of the All sr1;.)jk1'tc 

N~ L-- ~. ,__,,,- • ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~A-~-~ J :,,..f \i American 82nd Airborne, who broke his leg when he parachuted on lPA~~£..s 
~ :+ '? ~ ._,>:-- ~ - • ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ r, 'fl 
~' 1 to French soil. So he commandeered a small farm cart and ordered -ri.~t · 

'~. t' hi';m~ t~M€f hAt • o/r .fa\£~.;; b~iefi~ld. i~~.ll5' 

There was the(imposfu1e7$'afu of the Pol~ wh;,-th;:=;w ~".'-'-° -
,_,- ~ .....-- 1.-- ~· e-- '-- "-· 

themselves between the enemy and the rest of Europe as the 
~ ~~ . 

Invasion took hold. And the~ s~r ~ s ed courag.e of the ~d>/ 
-~ •. ~ -H- -I .:.~~ A~ .-~ ~, r- v ....,- .. . ,_.flA/4.--~..vl..Q CC.- . ·-d, 

Canadians, ~~-who knew ~~ what they--c,-~~-----+~~-. -~~~--~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ '-¾:= 4-¢:: 4- ~:~~~Yf.y1.~; 

ffiey hirtlle beaches. ii.f<YyearF=before, their couttt.tvmen- ~,, ~~i0312a~ 
\ _.- ~ ~~~ I ...;•._).t1, ( 

V: &>r--- ~ • \__ . .c--\-· V°' t-- £..--- c.-- i---- &t")il \.el 1'-'~; ~ 
had been slaughtered -a't' D..eppe. . They knew what awaited them ~L,~~,~~;rY\1~ 

v--· ,,,,,-· ~ c..-- ..,.-- L-- ,__-

he re, but they would not be deterred, 
<,..\--- V t.,-r' - ~ -~ 

Beach they never looked back. · 

T' t1,µ,'Y- ,.,. 

la ~ ~ ~ -~.e-----
and once they hit Juno '\.u.M) ~~ "'"Iv 

ff;_). 1.~1U ,P: ... 
V ~ u~ f,!>+') I~ ~ -- ---· i\ r vv (!,,-1 pc,(lll\ \,:)\.,..,.__, ~,~, 

All of these men were part of a ·rollcall of honor with f.90-tv!!.~Jr.;; 
• . I I ~ pwi ""{' 

,. t~ :" j ~ [,. j,,,/ ~ v- i 'f,71l\)~ ,-.:i--
~r,;t)- "'::irt~ names that spo. ke of a pride as l bright as the colors tfi'ey bore: ~~:-~~,·~~-
iJ~~ V v ~ I.A"' ~ - q q 0c_-- ~~-·· .. -L,. •= 
~ the Royal Winnipeg Rifles, Polancf's 24th Lancers, the Royal Scots ~~· r 
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--
Yet you risk~d everY"thing h~;-e. We think of that and we ask: 

~~ J.,f"L-
Why did. you do it? ~at impe,lled you to[put a'.ll thoug~of 

· -~b • A dtl- -~k ix:. l 'X- 0< ,t>::k th~ self-preservationLbehin'J an Jr1s yo~r 1ves ,to ta_ e ese • 
~ A k 

cliffs? What inspired all of the men of the armies that met 
i..--i.c: 

here? 

We look at you ... and somehow we know the answer. 

It was faith and belief: it was loyalty and love. 

The men of Normandy-had faith that what they were doing was 

right, faith that they fought for all humanity, faith that a just 

God would grant them mercy on this beachhead -- or the next. 

It was the deep knowledge (and pray God we have not lost it) 
'--

there is a profound moral difference between the use of force 
i,)< .__\ ~ 

liberation and the use of force for conquest. They were here 
Lx t..><- ...><-- ~ ✓ k ' l..d'- • ~,,) C>· <I'.;:::::.) 

liberate, not' to conquer, and -so they did not doubt thefi· cause. 

And they were right not to doubt. 

They knew that some things are worth dying for -- that one's 
v~ 

country is worth dying for and that democracy is worth dying for, - ~ 
~ ~-J'"' v- t---· L--- l.--- . ,,_- /. \ . .rl.u ,._, / 

because it is the most deeply honorable form of e ~nment ever ~f~/// 

._..... L-- i---- w,ll,>1 :i,a'-L.,/:...."---:-

devi sed by man. They loved liberty and they were happy to fight-~7~. 
LA:- ~ ~ ~ L..--\ '-x-- .-;~\{~$,"" 

And they knew the pe6ple of their countries were' behind 61·, ~; )),,5 , 
I ~C'-'·' 
', ..... ' ... 'II> "· 

1.,"1· !/ • • IV'·-

------
tyranny. 

thg; 
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ii 
,,.Hhe.w 
iogv.>11':I -

- / 

.. 

r ~ V-- ~ ...--­
; The Americans who fought here 

L><-:... .__.Ir· ~ +-: -A--
the Invasion was spreading through 

I/" 

that morning 
~ 

the darkness 

'-·· ~l ~ 
knew that/ word 

w--- ~ 
back home. And 

they knew in their hearts, though they could not know in fact, 
• i.>c <.A_ ._\ i.>r· 

that in Georgia they were filling 
£><·-

the churches 
, ...... \ 

~ ...-t· • 1-A· k 
at 4 a.m., and in 

(...),. <..>.;; i...\ e.).,. '--\ t..-· \ 

Kansas they· were kneeling on their porches 
U,--· .J.. ~ 

and praying, and in 
t.><--· t>c- V<' ~ 

Philadelphia they were ringing the 
'-'~\_ 

Liberty 
~ 
Bell. 

Something else helped the men of D-Day. It was the rockhard 

belief that Providence would ~ve a great hand in the events that 
. / . . 

would unfold here; that God/was an ally in this great cause. 

~~ ~ f ~-~ 
And, so, the night before the -Invasion, when Colonel Wolverton 

,Y • ~ ,.).- ...\-- i---r f.k· L.,,k--· -t- tJ-.- u-· * 
asked his parachute troops to kneel with him in prayer he told 

~- ~\ IA:"" ~- ~ 0_ 4-- ,),-- ~ ~ ~ A- ~- ~1r ?-\. 
them: Do not bow your heads but look up so you can see God and 

t>. ~ ~ Ji4Pfl:::,_, vie tX ~ d ~ - (z .•· t---- i--- '-- --:::Jc:;.,"' 
ask ~ blessi~ i~·rwh~t we are about to do. lAnd ~ n another par~)

1
;:

0
.J012."l::· 

~ ....-- t,,,- ~ Ur- .fi--- ~~ L--\: kl.\--- r~f'- 1 
of England that night Genera!- Ma'thew RidgLway tossed on his cot r;;,.,&-M~,r-, 

V--- ,__. ._,,...-- , ~ ~ • ~ A- ~ ?;Jlp.m~2;=i, 
and talked to his God and listened for the promise made to J,.t---
~ 0._ /k· v:- ~ ~ k ~- :4------

Joshua: "I will not fail thee nor forsake th'.ee." 

These are the things that impelled them; these are the 

things that shaped the unity of ( the West.) 

When the war was over there were lives to be rebuilt and 

governments to be returned to the people there were nations to 

be reborn and above all, there was a new peace to be assured. V 

These were huge and daunting tasks. But the Allies summoned 

strength from the faith a~d belief and loyalty and love of those~~ 
0< L-X t-A- v\ L---\- ~' _J),/p.iµ_., 

who fell here. And they rebuilt a new Europe together. • --::;;_Jc. u.,.,, 

,_- ~ ,_- [~or,t ;~ ti,~ 
There was first • a great reconciliation, not only of those X'"Ct•-~uz" 

~s.13,, r 
v-- ,,,,-- ~ ---- ,_--- --- ......--- i,..,,,,:- ~31;,.:t_ 

who had be~ ene~--es_ i~ -'!.~e war, but also of those at ions which~ ~-t~;_'-4-{ 

had been to\'~ foi".•centuries b~ivarhes of teiritory a~ _L--



, . v---- v- y- ! . v- ·tr ;;.,.. . .,,.--'; .:,;- ..:---
religion and power. Those rivalries we:te( interred 6:n • these 

✓ 
beaches. 

~ 
The United 

- --~- ~ • :.->:._ 
to help rebuild 

t.><'' 
States did its 

i><::__ ~- t..> our allies and 

~-

part by creating 
~~ ~ ~ 

our former enemies. 

P l~ri
1 1ia•· t; the 

L,--·.;. ~ ~ ...,!." ~ .t.--:::_:"t 

-- a great alliance tnat A-tlantic Alliance 

functi~: ~)t~~-
~­

prosperity. 

t.--·" ,... ~ ,__,.•·"\ 

day a·s a sh.±·eld 
~ - \ 

f6r-,dem-Wr'~cy an~f f~-

~ --- v-- ~ 
rn· spite of our great efforts and our great successes, 

t,/'" v-- .,,-- ..........--· 
all·of what followed 

. v· /' •. ,__--- _.-- -- •· 
the enta' of-✓·the war was happy·, 

(....--'" t.,-"' 0' 
Some of the countries 

0( ._:,\c .)<- ~ !)<· 
that had been liberated were 

v- t..-- ~- ~ 

great sadness of that fact echoes down to our own time in the 
i..x-~t->-- ~ t,>-~ >:x 

streets of Warsaw, Prague, and East Berlin. The Soviet troops 
.>::-· ..><'" ·-v v-- t.>< v- . >- ~ >- L>-_ ~ 

that came to the center of this continent did not leave when 

1.,y- .,>., f -- ~ -~ t,,- -:-- j,.,,· • ~- i.---- ~ 
peace came. LThey are·there to this day, uninvited, unwanted, and 

unyielding almost 40 years after the war. 
v.· ,._..,-- V-"" i..-- i---· ....... -] 

[ . _,,,,- , _,, . .,,,; J ._ '-' ----- . · '\ _ . \__ .. \.--- 'bo.DA~1.-•• 
I,-/ .....- """ ~ (...,-""',,., .......__,.. '-"' ..........._ ~"'ei;;,i ,t~(,,, 

Because of this, Allied forces stil ?tand on this F") 1'H1~-,· 

cont~nt. To~, atg: 45" ye~~ ate, rnYr' aimi.es ar~ ~e~e fo~ o~ J!' 
203

-~ 

on~ pucy~se -- to protect a ~- ~ acy. The on¥y 

~{g;ies w~hi:J!f!d ~~
1

the e Ci: ~es ~t . 
._....... ,__-­

We in America have lea·rned the bitter lessons of two world 

wars: that it is better to be here and ieady to preserve and 
,_,-: .,..-

protect the peace, than to take blind shelter in our homes across, 
I/ V 

tfie sea, rushing to respond only after freedom has been lost. We 

have learned that isolationism never was and never will be .an 

acceptable response to tyrannical governments with expansionist 

intent.· 



. 
' > 

•' , 

But we try always to prepare for peace. That is why we 

maintain our defenses and that is why we have tried to negotiate 

the_~~duction of arms. 

In truth there is no reconciliation we would welcome more 

than a reconciliation with the Soviet Union, so that together we 

can lessen the chance of conflict, now and forever. 

I tell you from my heart that we in the United States do not 

want war. We want to wipe from the face of the Earth the 

terrible weapons man now has in his hands. I tell you we are 

ready.to seize that beachhead -- but there must be some sign from 

the Soviet Union that they are willing to move forward, that they 

share our desire and love for peace, that they will give up the 

ways of conquest.- __ There must be a changing there that will allow 

us to turn our hope intq action. 
I , J,ftJ-~ 

We will pray l forever) that some day that changing will come. 

But for now -- and particularly today -- ·it is good and fitting 

for us to renew our commitment to each other, to our freedom; and 

to the alliance that protects. it. 

We are bound still by what bound us 40 years ago, bound by 

the same loyalties, traditions and beliefs. We are bound by 

reality: The strength of America's allies is vital to the United 

States, and the American security guarantee is essential to the 

con_tinued freedom of _Europe's democr_acies. [ The 

40v ye~s ago are· allies still.] Your destiny is 

your hopes are our hopes. 
.v V V 

1.,,-""- ---
Allies of 

our destiny, and 

~ 
Here, in this place wh;;e ~ he we';·~J st~od 

Let us show them by 

together, let us 

make a vow to our dead. our actions that we 

understand what they died for; let our actions say to them the 

. ::.,\. 
\::)<; .. ,_! ., 

r 



l A 
words for which Mat'hew 
~v~- ~ v' 

nor forsake thee." 

v<: f'tfa-- . t-X 
Ridgeway listened: 

t--\ L--\; v\.. ,:. . .\-- (..,;.., 
"I ~ill not fail thee 

·_-._ L Strengthened by their courage, heartened by their valor and 

borne by their memory, let us continue to stand for the ideals 

for which they lived and died. J 
Thank you (all very much.) 

xy 
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NOTE: 

The Presi ent's Speech at Omaha Beach 
June 6, 1984 

The Speech will be given at the American 
cemetery above Omaha Beach. The President 
will speak to a group including President 
Mitterrand, other French officials, veterans 
and veterans groups for approximately 
three minutes. • The setting is a dramatic 
memorial to those who perished in the 
fighting. 

Mr. President, Distinguished Guests: 

I stand before you today as President of a country which 

has buried many of its war dead in f~reign soil. I look out on 

the crosses and stars-of-David bearing names familiar to every 

American and feel an overwhelming sense ~f awe for the supreme 

sacrifice these men have made. From all parts of the American 

nation these men came to a fqreign land to face a powerful 

foe. They died to free Europe, knowing at the same time that 

they were fighting to keep America free. 

Those who failed to return from these shores are still 

remembered in our hear~s and prayers. But this is not a day 

devoted exclusively to mourning our dead. 

This day we celebrate the triumph of democracy. This day 

we reaffirm the unity of the democratic peoples everywhere who 

fought the war and then joined with the vanquished in a firm 

resolve to keep the peace forevermore. And this day is one 

more day we live in the peace which our unity and resolve has 

made possible. 

glNRBENTIAL 
;)ETERMINED TO BE AN 

............ "' ADMINISTRATIVE MARKING 
.. o . 12958, Sec. I.J(a) 

y ARA 
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When our allied forces stormed the beaches of Normandy 

forty years ago, they came not as conquerors but as 

liberators. When these troops swept across France and into the 

forests of Belgium and Luxembourg, they came not to take, but 

to restore what had been wrongfully taken. When our forces 

marched into a ruined Germany, they came not to prey on a brave 

and defeated people but to nurture the seeds of democracy among 

those who yearned again to be free. The liberators and the 

newly-liberated then turned their energies to building a 

framework to protect the freedoms these brave men and women won 

back for us. 

We also salute those who were already engaging the enemy 

inside this country, whose valiant service for France did so 

much to cripple the enemy in- their midst and assist in the 

advance of the invading armies of liberation. These French 

Forces of the Interior--the French Resistance--will forever 

offer us an image of courage and national spirit, and will be a 

permanent inspiration for all free peoples. 

we learned from that terrible war that our unity made us 

invincible. Now, in peace, that same unity would make us 

secure. we sought the inclusion of all freedom-loving nations 

in a community dedicated to the defense and preservation of our 

sacred values. Our Alliance, forged in the crucible ~f war, 

tempered and shaped by the harsh realities of the post-war 

world, has succeeded in this'end. In Europe, the threat has 

been contained. The peace has been kept. 

crntRftOOU[ • 
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Those who. say that the· united States and Europe are 

drifting apart fail to understand the fundamental strength of 

our alliance. As free·and sovereign democracies we can afford 

to disagree -- and to do so openly -- without compromising the 

com~on principles and essential cooperation underpinning our 

relationship. We have shared much with our European allies 

through the years. And we are confident that we are now as 

mµ-ch a part of each: oth·er' s future as we are of each other's 
I . _.,, 
past. 

As I look out on this sea of gravestones, my final thoughts 

dwell on the heroism, patriotism and supreme sacrifice of the 

men and women buried here. ~hey are fittingly honored by this 

memorial. Yet I cannot help to look into the faces of the 

living here assembled -- off-icials, veterans, citizens -- and 

say this is the greatest tribute of all. We are free. This 

land is secure. And our peoples are enriched because democracy 

was worth fighting -- and dying -- for. 



MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

May 31, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR BEN ELLIOTT 

FROM: ROBERT M. KIMMITT ~•; 

SUBJECT: Omaha Beach Remarks 

4279 
ADD-ON 

The NSC concurs with the latest draft of the Omaha Beach 
remarks. However, given the time guidelines (3-5 minutes) for 
the speech, we have indicated where we feel the remarks could 
be trimmed, including a suggested revised and shortened 
·conclusion. 

Tab A - Omaha Beach Remarks w/suggested revisions 

c.c... 7),e-tc- DtU.41~ 



(Dolan/RR) 
May 30, 1984 
4:00 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: OMAHA BEACH MEMORIAL REMARKS 
J... WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 1984 

fv\_~ •. <?Re~ ,~~-v~rJ \);~.\\9'/ju;s.~'"'J G-u.~s~ 
We stand today at a place of battle, one that 40 years ago 

saw the worst of war. Men bled and died here for a few feet or 

inches of sand as bullets and shellfire cut through their ranks. 

About them, General Omar Bradley later .said: 

foot on Omaha Beach that day was a hero." 

"Every man who set 

Words do not do them justice .. Speeches cannot portray their 

suffering, their sacrifice, their heroism. President Lincoln 

once reminded us that -- through their deeds -- the dead of 

battle have spoken more eloquently for themselves than any of the 

living ever could, that we can only honor them by rededicating 

ourselves to the cause for which they gave a last full measure of 

devotion. 

Today, we do rededicate ourselves to that cause. And in 

this place of honor, we are humbled by the realization of how 

much many have given to the cause of freedom and to their 

fellow man. 

Some who survived the battle on June 6, 1944 are here today. 

Others who hoped to return never did so. 

"Someday, Lis, I'll go back," said Private First Class Peter 

Robert Zanatta of the 37th Engineer Combat Battalion of the first 

assault wave to hit Omaha Beach. "I'll go back and I'll see it 

all again. I'll see the beach, the barricades, and the graves. 

I'll put a flower on the graves of the guys I knew and on the 

grave of the unknown soldier all the guys I fought with." 
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Those words of Private Zanatta come to us from his daughter, 

Lisa Zanatta Henn, in an essay written about an event her father 

spo~e of oft~n: "the Normandy Invasion would change his life 

forever," she said. 

She tells some of his stories of World War II, but says for 

her father "the story to end all stories was D-Day." 

"He made me feel the fear of being on that boat waiting to 

land. I can smell the ocean and feel the seasickness. I can see 

the looks on his fellow soldiers' faces, the fear, the anguish, 

the uncertainty of what lay ahead. And when they landed, I can 

feel the strength and courage of the men who took those first 

steps through the tide to what must have surely looked like 

instant death." 

~rivate Zanatta's daughter says: •r don't know how or why I 

can feel this emptiness, this· fear, or this determination, ,but I 

do. Maybe its the bond I had with my father. (I was really 

lucky -- we never got tired of talking to each other.) All I 

know is that it brings tears to my eyes to think about my father 

as a 20 year old boy having to face that beach.~ 

She went on to say how the anniversary of D-Day for her and 

her family was always special; and like all the families of those 

who went to war, she describes how she came to realize her own 

father's survival was a miracle. 

"So many men died. I know that my father watched many of 

his friends be killed. I know that he must have died inside a 

little each time. But his explanation to me was 'You did what 

you had to do and you kept on going.'" 
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r· "My dad won his share of medals. He was a good soldier and 

fought hard for his country. He was just an ordinary guy, with 

~~Jg~ant ~t~lian parents who never really had enough money. But 

he was a proud man. Proud of his heritage, proud of his country, 

proud that he fought in World War II and proud that he lived 

through D-Day.•J 

When men like Private Zanatta and all our allied forces 

stormed-the beaches of Normandy 40 years ago, they came not as 

conquerors, but as liberators. When these troops swept across 

the French countryside and into the forests of Belgium and 

Luxembourg, they came not to take, but to restore what had been 

wrongly taken. When our forces marched into a ruined Germany, 

they came not to prey on a brave and defeated people, but to 

nurture the seeds of democracy among those who yearned again to 

be free. 

We salute them today; we also salute those who were already 

engaging the enemy inside this country -- the French 

Resistance -- whose valiant service for France did so much to 

cripple the enemy in their midst and assist in the advance of the 

invading armies of liberation. These French Forces of the 

Interior will forever offer us an image of courage and national 

spirit, and will be a permanent inspiration to those who are free 

and all those who would be free. 

This day, we celebrate the triumph of democracy. This day, 

we reaffirm the unity of democratic peoples who fought a war and 

then joined with the vanquished in a firm resolve to keep the 

peace from that time on. 
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From a terrible war, we learned that unity made us 

invincible; now, in peace, that same unity can make us secure. 

We sought the inclusion of all freedom-loving nations in a 
.. - .. 

community dedicated to the defense and preservation of our sacred 

values. Our alliance, forged in the crucible of war, tempered 

and shaped by the realities of the post-war world, has succeeded 

in this end. In Europe, the threat has been contained. The 

~ ~ec ... .-V"'e.--..0. c:R.~ \~k -r\,,.~ ~~-~ .. t"r'll~ .J 

peace has been kept. <o~&--\-.Wi!: ~~-'\.-~ pA-v~,'l.i,\J)lA l,S.~e 

[;oday, the living here assembled -- officials, veterans, 

citizens -- are a tribute to what was achieved here 40 years ago. 

This land is secure. We are free. These things were worth 

fi~ng -- and dying for.] 

\ Lisa Zanatta Henn began ~er essay with a quote from her 

father, who frequently promised he would return to Normandy. She 

ended her essay with a quote from herself, promising her father, 

who died eight years ago of cancer, that she would go in his 

place and see the graves and the flowers and the ceremonies 

honoring the veterans of D-Day. She promised him, " .. : I'll 

feel all the things you made me feel through your stories and 

your eyes." 

"I will never forget what you went through, Dad, nor will I 

let anyone else forget and Dad, I'll always be proud." 

Through the words a loving daughter -- who is here with us 

today -- a D-Day veteran has given us the meaning of this day far 

better than any President can. It is enough for us to say about 

Private Zanatta and all the men of honor and courage who fought 

beside him four decades ago: We will always remember. We will 

always be pro~ 
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(Insert for Page 4) 

As I look out on the sea of gravestones, my final thoughts 

dwell on the heroism, patriotism and supreme sacrifice of our 

men and women buried here. They are fittingly honore~ by this 

memorial. For those, such as Private Zanatta, who bravely 
/,,---

fought and returned from these shores, we rejoice in their 

return to the hopes and dreams they had left behind. Yet, I 

cannot help to look into the faces of the living here assembled 

-- officials, _veterans, citizens -- and say this is the 

greatest tribute of all. We are free. This land is secure. 

And our peoples are enriched oecause democracy was worth 

fighting -- and dying -- for. 
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I ca·r:. 3 ·~ 5c:t. ;,le,;;;1 U_?_, 

I cnn c\; get ~: e1,1 t..'O ... ,. 
I CG.."1 G·t r;ct ~em up 
I Cc~ct got 'c~ up, 
I C~! ~t, g~t. ccm up., 

iI! t!1:: 

I cl' ... '"l 0t. eot~ 1:em up a-::. n.11., 

morn:L"""!p;j 

Th'3 col"p ~ral. cs uoz-so -'c.hc::'i,,j,""l pri vat2s; 
Tl:c scl,gca..Y!.·~ :J s ·worse tha..'1. corp 0rals; 
tieutt::il"..ant,;c w,::irse ·than ~·ergeants; 
An• the captain's wqrst of al19 

Fading ligh'.:.~ Dims the ~ight:;i 
_q,~a :.:. ste.r grn::1s ·the sh-y !) gla~ining b:rightD 
Fr-en a.f c:r:; d1"aw·lng nigh 9 Fall~ the rd.ght. 

HISTORY OF :2UGLE CALiS: 

Cc:::3 cff to the st20.Lz 9 
\ i i -:,r~ ':' ... ~'l'"' rs -L,.~ ~ b1 0 ,1..,__,.-c,.1'-' .-..¥--.. ..... ~--.;,., ,. . . . 
4':.n~ g;.J..-,.~ ye~ norses 
~o:::;;.. -::;.--;;s cna. s~.: c CZ1'?1Z 
-:.•o~-~ .; f' "'r-,, o~ o.,.., ; t do ~ .-:. 
.., - -- ,;-'-.. -~ ~1.19 

yo·..:.:.:· ,:;cloncl ~i.11 lm01.1 itil 
.l:.nci ·.:.~0n you will rua it., 
As su~a as you 0ro born9 

HESS CALL 

So~,Y~ sc~py~ soupy, 
·:-;:l.-t.hout, ::. sinele c-~~1; 
po:!."'lcy-~ por1:y; porky,: 
l:'.l""t!1ct"... ... &;, tl s-t.:..·zci: o:r lca.r.; 
Coffcs~ coff3e~ coffe2, 
~ .. :-cru~s t cv-0:-- see:1..:i 

SICK C~~LL 

Ca:n~ and get your quinine, 
and ccmc snd get, your- pills; 
OhU Collie c.nd get yo-...ir quinina 
And cur.?;> end_cure:i o.11. your illstJ 
And c~rB your ills 

FATIGUE CALL 

With a picl-: and with a shovelt 
~t\nd ·wit.l: 2 he-:;! 
Wi t.h a, ecnt,:r-.,v- at yo-~. back 
You wo;r.:; ccy no: 
With a. pick cr1d "td:t.h a shove1...t> 
.And i:-l th ~ he~ D 

Down :in tl1~ ditch you goO 

··;-·1 ______ _ 

. ~;;;;;: 

'r-= 
r::::::..:7.: ............... 

•• 1-: .... - .. 
~-.. ·--·-­
t······­

,. 1········ ···f···-
• i··-··-· 

•.--:_-::.::.~ 



•. ( 

I 
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1933 
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bp ~g-nt. & .:fflarrr 
<Si!ft6't Point, Jlrb:I ~ork 

~rt.n ol 

Qll, &ci;irmrr tllnt,) 
.Arai Port 
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No.59. Taps 
Army Bugle Call 

Slow 

• ' r-1 
~",> t J. JJ I ,L ! , 

Fades the light, And a -

I J 

• far Go-eth day, Com-eth night, And .. a 

,v~; I':'\ 
), j v· p I r r 

ste.r Lead-eth all, Speed-eth 

r 

,0, 
t:'\ 

J. ). l J. n 
.. 

all To their - rest. 




