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May 21, 1984

The White House
Office of Legislative Liaison
160C Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W,
Washington, D.C. 20500
Dear Sir:
Enclosed you will find a copy of a letter I received from
Ms, Lillian Cornell of Logansport, Indiana. I have indicated to

my constituent that I have brought this matter to your attention

and would appreciate your thoughts and comments.

Please direct your response to my Washington office marked

to the attention of Karl Stegenga.

Thank you for your assistance and consideration in this

matter,
1)/ /
Sircefely,
e
’ ﬂé/\‘nw_.-“w_
United States Senator
DQ/ks

Enclosure
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 24, 1984

Dear Mr. Kronish:

Thank you for your letter of 10 May to
President Reagan which has been referred
to me for response.

As you are no doubt aware, the Administration
is keenly concerned about the fate of

Andrei Sakharov and his wife Elena Bonner.

We are working at a variety of levels to
underscore the importance we give to the
Sakharov's plight.

Very truly yours,

J ! L,
\}Jw;{’"
Marshall Bré er
Special Assistant to
the President for
Public Liaison

Mr. Herbert Kronish, Chairman

The New York Greater Conference on
Soviet Jewry

8 West 40th Street

New York, New York 10018












United States Depar\tment of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

JUL -5 1984

Dear Ms. Schroeder:

Thank yod.for your recent inquiry concerning the
unsuccessful efforts of Yekaterina and Arthur Katsman, Mr. July
Katsman's wife and son, to join him in the United States. We
share your concern about the unwillingness of the Soviet Union
to respect such basic human rights as freedom of movement. We
are particularly dismayed in light of the USSR's undertaking in
the Helsinki Final Act to "deal in a positive and humanitarian
spirit with the applications of persons who wish to be reunited
with members of their family."

Unfortunately, we do not have any information on the status
of the application for exit permission of the Katsman family,
and therefore are unable to make effective representations on
their behalf. Mr. Katsman may wish to contact the Office of
Soviet Union Affairs (Department of State, Washington, D.C.
20520) if any further information about this family's
application is available. For your information, I enclose a
copy of the basic questionnaire we use in such cases.

The United States Government has consistently encouraged
Soviet authorities to adopt a more favorable attitude toward
Soviet citizens who wish to be reunited with family members
abroad. Unfortunately, the Soviets have not been responsive to
our efforts, labelling them as "interference" in their internal
affairs. U.S. influence on Soviet emigration practices and
decisions remains extremely limited. We will not give up,
however, and intend to persist in our attempts to exercise what
influence we have. As Secretary Shultz said in testimony
before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, "Human rights
cannot be relegated to the margins of international politics."

If we can be of assistance to you in this or any other
matter, please do not hesitate to contact us.

X

W. Tapley Bennett, Jr.
Assistant Secretary
Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs

Sincerely,

The Honorable
Patricia Schroeder,
House of Representatives.
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2410 RAYBURN HousE OFRICE BULDING JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

o e st Conpress of the Tnited States > CHILOREN, YOUTH &
e Bouge of Representatibes WOMEN'S 1SS UES, CO.CHAR.

(303) 837-2354

~" Sincerely,

H 26067

PATHRICIA SCHROEDER ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE
1sT D‘lsxn‘n:'r, DenvEer, COLORADO POST OFFICE AND CIVIL

SERVICE COMMITTEE

FAMILIES

lashington, B.€. 20515

Refer reply to:
Katsman/72.a.1/aas

May 30, 1984

Ronald W. Reagan
President

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I am writing to you on behalf of a constituent who has contacted
me regarding the family of Mr. July Katsman.

Mr. Katsman migrated from the Soviet Union in February of 1980
with his mother, and two sisters are citizens of the the USSR

who desires to emigrate to the United States. It is my under-
standing that the visa requests for his wife, Yekaterina Katsman
and his son, Arthur Katsman have been denied.

I would appreciate your using your good offices on behalf of
‘Mr. Katsman to intercede with the Soviet authorities to request

these visa applications be approved.

With kind regards,

Patficia Schroeder
Member of Congress

PS:aasb
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| | ID# 216067
” . . THE WHITE HOUSE -

CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET //i ,é/////,g -
. e A T
INCOMING ' ‘ ~‘£f~zi/ (N
DATE RECEIVED: JUNE 04, 1984
NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: THE HONORABLE PATRICIA SCHROEDER
SUBJECT - REQUESTS ASSISTANCE REGARDING OBTAINING
APPROVAL FOR VISA APPLICATIONS FOR YEKATERINA
KATSMANA AND ARTHUR KATSMAN |
‘ A . ACTION DISPOSITION
ROUTE TO: . ' : ACT - DATE TYPE C COMPLETED
OFFICE/AGENCY  (STAFF NAME) .. CODE YY/MM/DD RESP D YY/MM/DD
M. B. OGLESBY . ORC 84/06/ 4 ) g&{é/é{ﬁgu‘\
REFERRAL NOTE : .
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*C—COMMENT /RECOM *B—~NON-SPEC-REFERRAL * OF SIGNER *
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE - *C~COMPLETED * CODE = A ok
*F-FURNISH FACT SHEET *S-SUSPENDED . *COMPLETED = DATE OF *
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*¥-INTERIM REPLY * * *
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REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE

(ROOM 75,0EOB) EXT. 2590

KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING

LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS
MANAGEMENT.









E 2R - . A6T5S
- |  JA60
JUL 11 1984 g‘éf’éjl

/
-7%%4Q§/

Decar Mr. Hildeunbrand:

. ' — f‘: "/ . ,‘, 7
Thanl yvou for forwarding a copy oi Seanate keecluticn 294, /r19496%§ e
regarding the present situation of lir. Igor Ogurtsov, which
pasced the Senate cn June 27, 1lved.

In accordance with the wishes of the Senate, the Lepartment
of State has forwarded the criginal of Resoiution zZu4 to tie
Enbassy cf the Unicn of SBoviet Scocialist Republics. Luclcged
{cr your records is a copy oi the Diplomatic note.

If we can be cf further assistance to you in this or any
otlhie:: matter, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely,

th
Fcbert F. Turuer

Acting Assistant Secrctary
lLegiclative and Intergovernmeantal Affaire

Enclosure:
Copy c¢f Diplonatic uncte.

The lienorable
Wwilliam F. Iildenbrand,
Secretary oi the Cenate,
Uuited &States Senate.
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UNCLASSIFIED

(Classification)

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
y EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT
- . TRANSMITTAL FORM

5/58412076

Date July 11, 1984

For: Mr74hobert C. McFarlane
National Security Council
The White House

Reference:

To: PRESIDENT REAGAN From: WILLIAM HILDENBRAND

Date: July 2, 1984 Subject:LTR TO PRES FM SEN HILDENBRAND

FWDING SR-294 RE FORCED EXILE

WH Referral Dated: 9Yuly 2, 1984 NSC ID¢ 8405145 .
' (if any)

The attached item was sent directly to the
Department of State.

Action Taken:

A draft refly is attached.
A draft reply will be forwarded:
A translation is attached.
X An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

We believe no response is n&cessary for the reason
cited below.

The Department of State has no objection to the
propcsed travel. ’

T I other.

Remarks:

(o

I\ Cnarles Hill
xecutive Secretary

UNCLASSIFIED
(Classification)




The Department of State calls to the attention of the
Embassy of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics the
enclosed Resolution of the Ninety-Eighth Congress of the
United States of America regarding the present situation

of Mr., Igor OQOgurtsov.

In accordance with the wishes of the Congress, the
Department of State transmits herewith the enclosed
Resolution, on behalf of the President of the United
States of America, to the Ambassador of the Union of

Soviet Socialist Republics to the United States of America.

Enclosure:
As stated.

Department of State
Washington, July 5, 1984



The Department of State calls to the attention of the
Embassy of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics the
enclosed Resolution of the Ninety-Eighth Congress of the

United States of America regarding the present situation

of Mr. Igor Ogurtsov.

In accordance with the wishes of the Congress, the
Department of State transmits herewith the enclosed
Resolution, on behalf of the President of the United
States of America, to the Ambassador of the Union of

Soviet Socialist Republics to the United States of America.

Enclosure:
As stated.

Department of State
Washington, July 5, 1984



9g8th Congress Senate Resolution 299
22 Session

an the Senate of the Wnited States

Jane 27, 1984

Ahereas the Soviet Union is a party to the Final Act of the Conference on Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights;

ADhereas Igor Ogurtsov, the founder of a religious-political opposition group in the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics known as the All-Russian Social Christian Alliance for the Liberation of
the People (VSKhSON), in late November and early December 1967, was tried in camera with
three other leaders of VSKhSON and was found guilty of treason (article 64 of the RSFSR criminal
code) and subsequently sentenced to fifteen years of imprisonment and five years of internal exile;

AVhereas Igor Ogurtsov denied that he was guilty of treason but was nonetheless sentenced to
seven years in Vladimir prison, eight years in a strict regime camp, and five years of internal exile;

ADhereas the latest reports indicate that Igor Ogurtsov is in poor health, is very undernourished
and weak, suffers from high blood pressure, liver malfunction, poor sight and loss of teeth, and has
been described by his mother as “a walking skeleton”;

ADhereas Igor Ogurtsov was offered an exit visa that would allow him and his parents to emi-
grate only if he signed a statement of pardon renouncing his views;

AVhertas to sign such a document would have been to compromise his principles in that his
arrest was illegal to begin with;

Ahereas Igor Ogurtsov desperately wishes to emigrate to any country in the West that would
accept him and his parents; and

AWhereas Igor Ogurtsov is the only remaining VSKhSON member still imprisoned: Now,
therefore, be it

Resoloed, That it is the sense of the Senate that the President, acting directly or through the
Secretary of State, should—

(1) continue to express at every suitable opportunity and in the strongest possible terms
the opposition of -the United States Government to the forced exile and repressive treatment of
Igor Ogurtsov; and

(2) urge the Government of the Soviet Union to—

(A) provide him with adequate medical care; '
(B) grant Igor Ogurtsov immediate release from internal exile; and
(C) accept Igor Ogurtsov’s application for an exit visa, and allow him to emigrate
with his parents to the West without forcing him to renounce his views, in accordance
with the Final Act of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe and with
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
Sec. 2. The Secretary of the Senate shall transmit a copy of this resolution to the President
with the request that he further transmit such copy to the Ambassador of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics to the United States and to the President of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.




WILLIAM F. HILDENBRAND
SECRETARY
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Vlnifed Hiates Denate

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 -

July 2, 1984

The President
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Presidents

Enclosed is a copy of Senate Resolution 294 which passed the Senate
on June 27, 1984,

As you will note, it states: "That it is the sense of the Senate that the
President, acting directly or through the Secretary of State should continue to
express at every suitable opportunity and in the strongest possible terms the
opposition of the United States Government to the forced exile and repressive

treatment of Igor Ogurtsov.”
Sincerely
/ j / /
3 i 7
£l 7

feopived




WILLIAM F. HILDENBRAND
SECRETARY

AWlnifed Hlafes Denate

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

July 2, 1984

The President
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

Enclosed is a copy of Senate Resolution 294 which passed the Senate
on June 27, 1984,

As you will note, it states: "That it is the sense of the Senate that the
President, acting directly or through the Secretary of State should continue to
express at every suitable opportunity and in the strongest possible terms the
opposition of the United States Government to the forced exile and repressive
treatment of Igor Ogurtsov."

Sincerely

[4

.{;v"’ : \'\\TE
JUt 2-1984 "))
NLecp v/



NM*IONAL SECURITY COUNCIL — ID 8405145 °
REFERRAL DATE: 02 JUL 84

MEMORANDUM FOR: DEPT OF STATE

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION. TO: PRESIDENT
SOURCE: HILDENBRAND, WILLIAM
DATE. 02 JUL 84
KEYWORDS: USSR CONGRESSIONAL
HUMAN RIGHTS

SUBJ: LTR TO PRES FM SEN HILDENBRAND FWDING SR-294 RE FORCED EXILE

REQUIRED ACTION: FOR INFORMATION

DUEDATE:

COMMENTS .

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

< Y



NSC/S PROFILE UNCLASSIFIED ID 8405145

RECEIVED 02 JUL 84 14

TO PRESIDENT FROM HILDENBRAND, WILLIAM DOCDATE 02 JUL 84

KEYWORDS. USSR CONGRESSIONAL

HUMAN RIGHTS

SUBJECT. LTR TO PRES FM SEN HILDENBRAND FWDING SR-294 RE FORCED EXILE
& REPRESSIVE TREATMENT IGOR OGURTSOV

S e e e e A GmE TS G PR G G TR M U e M S A S D FEW SR TN S TS TS G e e eue e e e e e T W M0 e e e G A e SRR AN SN WD s Ge G G D MRA G S S S SR G MY AR SR S A s e S R S e S

ACTION: FOR RECORD PURPQOSES DUE: STATUS C FILES WH

e e e e e T e e S TS e M T Mo S M S G R SHe T A ST W R e e S e G e g S M S RO e W e R M Ml N SR D MY G e v i G G e S SS SN AN vn e e A Y S s e Sven et R e e

FOR ACTION FOR CONCURRENCE FOR INFO

(MATIOCK
THOMPSON
SABLE
STATE

RAYMOND

COMMENTS Pls prepare a reply for the Senator if appropriate. thanks Loretta

REF# LOG NSCIFID (LB IB )

—— e N o e e o . T o St Gl T S T VoS Y vl WP T v T S M T PN M e A S S S e ey P e e e ey i o Tt e A e e o S S S e e Bt S T A e S R T R P — T

ACTION OFFICER (8) ASSIGNED ACTION REQUIRED DUE COPIES TO

W/ATTCH FILE (C)




NSC/S PROFILE UNCLASSIFIED ID 8405145

RECEIVED 02 JUL 84 15

TO PRESIDENT FROM HILDENBRAND, WILLIAM DOCDATE 02 JUL 84
HILL, C 11 JUL 84
KEYWORDS: USSR CONGRESS IONAL
HUMAN RIGHTS
SUBJECT LTR TO PRES FM SEN HILDENBRAND FWDING SR-294 RE FORCED EXILE
& REPRESSIVE TREATMENT IGOR OGURTSOV
ACTION: FOR RECORD PURPOSES DUE: STATUS C FILES WH
FOR ACTION FOR CONCURRENCE FOR INFO
MATLOCK
SABLE
RAYMOND
STATE
COMMENTS
REF # 8419026 LOG NSCIFID (LB LB )
ACTION OFFICER (S)  ASSIGNED / ACTION REQUIRED UE COPIES TO

7 5 /@c// <y S /LZL@ G777, e« £5
J / s

DISPATCH

W/ATTCH - FILE (C)




Document No. 21635888
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j WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM ¢/,

L2
DATE: _//2/84 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: .
SUBJECT: "~ """ 7 Porolmbian ban
ACTION FYI ACTION FY1I
VICE PRESIDENT o a McMANUS O
MEESE O O MURPHY O 3
BAKER O O OGLESBY O O
DEAVER O O ROGERS | O
STOCKMAN O O SPEAKES O O
DARMAN P [OSS SVAHN O O
FELDSTEIN O | VERSTANDIG | |
FIELDING 0 O WHITTLESEY O O
FULLER O [} l O
HERRINGTON O O 1 O
HICKEY | O O a
McFARLANE (original) J O O O

REMARKS:

For appropriate action.

R

4 /

RESPONSE:

Richard G. Darman
Assistant to the President
Ext. 2702















981H CONGRESS
2= |, RES. 450

To express the sense of the House of Representatives concerning Solidarity
Sunday for Soviet Jewry.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

FEBRUARY 29, 1984

Ms. FERRARO (for herself and Mr. GILMAN) submitted the following resolution;
which was referred to the Committee on Post Office and Civil Service

May 3, 1984

Additional Sponsors: Mr. OBERSTAR, Mr. HARKIN, Mr. WIrTH, Mr. SynaR, Mr.
Morrison of Connecticut, Mr. FAUNTROY, Mr. DWYER of New Jersey, Mr.
Scuumer, Mr. Hover, Mr. LanTos, Mr. AvpaBBO, Mr. RANGEL, Mr.
D’AMours, Mr. Dixon, Mr. HarrisoN, Mr. YaTes, Mr. McCLOSKEY, Mr.
BriLensoN, Mr. Youne of Missouri, Mr. Frank, Mr. McGraTH, Mr.
Bryant, Mr. BErRMaN, Mrs. BurToN of California, Mr. Frorio, Mr.
SToKES, Mrs. JOHNSON, Mr. Owens, Mr. GREEN, Mr. Rog, Mr. Corco-
RAN, Mr. SILJANDER, Mr. CoLEMAN of Texas, Mr. Fazio, Mr. LoNG of
Maryland, Mr. CARNEY, Mr. SoLARZ, Mr. PORTER, Mr. EDWARDS of Cali-
fornia, Mr. Howarp, Mr. McKinney, Mr. ErbprEIcH, Ms. KapTUR, Mr.
Vanper Jagr, Mr. LEwis of Florida, Mr. KosTMAYER, Mr. WALGREN,
Mr. HorToN, Mr. ForD of Tennessee, Mr. CARR, Mr. LEaMaN of Florida,
Mr. VENTO, Mr. BARNES, Mr. DurBiN, Mr. Fisg, Mr. CONTE, Mr. LEVINE
of California, Mr. LENT, Mr. ACKERMAN, Mr. WEiss, Mr. Daus, Mr.
PeEpPER, Mr. MavROULES, Mr. McDADE, Ms. FIEDLER, Mr. FascELL, Mr.
LEvIN, of Michigan, Mr. VANDERGRIFF, Mr. FROsT, Mr. WiLsoN, Mr. SEI-
BERLING, Mr. LowERY of California, Mr. WypEN, Mr. RaTcHFORD, Mr.
GLiCcKMAN, Mr. SCHEUER, Mr. McHuGH, Mr. R1cHARDSON, Mr. DOWNEY,
of New York, Mr. Smita of Florida, Mr. RITTER, Mr. BEDELL, Mr.
O’BrieN, Mr. Arcuer, Mr. TorriceLLI, Mr. WaxmaN, Mr. HuGHES,, Mr.
Biacer, Mr. Levitas, Mr. KiupEg, Mr. OTTINGER, Mr. McCain, Mr.
Mazzori, Mr. LowrYy of Washington, Mr. MacKay, Mr. Epcar, Mr.
FreEnzEL, Mr. GEKAS, Mr. Biriraxis, Mr. EarLy, Mr. S1kORsKI, Mr.
GoRrg, Mr. DeLLUMS, Mr. SaBo, Mr. MOAKLEY, Mr. STARK, Mr. NOWAK,
Mr. Rosg, Mr. STANGELAND, Mr. WEAVER, Mr. BOEHLERT, Mr. Towns,
Mr. Forp of Michigan, Mr. MinisH, Mr. Sisisky, Mrs. KENNELLY, Mr.
Regura, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. WoLPE, Mr. MiNETA, Mr. JEFFORDS, Mr. LaA-
GOMARSINO, Mr. DysoN, Mrs. SCHNEIDER, Mr. MaTsu1, Mr. HERTEL of
Michigan, Mr. GEJDENSON, Mr. SiMoN, Mr. GArcia, Mr. Mack, Mr. Li-










4

secure the free exercise of religious beliefs and cultural ex-

pression for all minorities: Now, therefore, be it
1 Resolved, That the House of Representatives supports
2 “Solidarity Sunday for Soviet Jewry”” on May 6, 1984.
O

HRES 450 ATH
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/19m DisThicT, New York - . EDUCATION AND LABOR

¢ SUBCOMMITTEES:
WASHINGTON OFFICE: ELEMENTARY, SECONDARY AND
B
-2

428 RAYBURN HousE OFFICE BUILDING @Ungttﬁg Uf tbe mnifeh étateg V?ﬁ:;l;)::;i[él;;l‘:?N

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

M/,(I (202) 225-2464 %nuge nf %Bpttstntaﬁheg . SELECT EDUCATION
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YONKERS, NEW York 10704
s SELECT COMMITTEE ON
(914) 375-0500 AGING ©

SUBCOMMITTEE:
CHAIRMAN, HUMAN SERVICES

The President CHAIRMAN, AD HOC
The White House CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE

Washington,D.C. 20500 FOR IRISH AFFAIRS
Dear Mr. President:

I wish to call to your attention and consideration a most interesting pro-
posal which was contained in an op ed article from the June 5, 1984 New York
Times entitled, ''Chernmenko Deserves to be at Normandy."

In the article, its author,Mr. Allan A. Ryan, Jr. makes reference to an
upcoming anniversary of another pivotal day in the history of World War II.
As he states, "Eleven months after D-Day on May '3, 1945, the Red Army reached
the Elbe River and made contact with the United States First and Ninth Armies.
The Great Patriotic War--World War IT was over. Americans and Russians reached
out and shook hands."

The specific proposal he makes is that this occasion serves as the basis for
a meeting between yourself and President Konstantin U. Chernenko. Such an idea
does seem consistent with your own expressed interest in meeting with the Soviet
leadership. As you so eloquently stated in your speech before the Dail on Monday,
June 4, 1984:

"I want to stress today that the United States seeks greater
dialogue irn two other critical areas of East-West relations.
Just as:we seek to reduce the burden of armaments, we want
to also find ways to limit their use in troublesome or poten-—
tially difficult regional situations. So we must seek serious
discussions with the Soviets to guard against miscalculation
or misunderstanding in troubled or strategically sensitive
areas of the world. T want to stress again today the serious
comnitment of the United States to such a process."

I contend that there in fact may be considerable merit to this idea. The
meeting would be held against a backdrop of a time in history when the United
States and the Soviet Union worked together against the tyranny of Hilter and the
Third Reich and for the preservation of world peace. It could launch a new phase
of needed United States Soviet dialogue on the critical issues of arms control and
disarmament which is of such great concern. I fully recognize the commitment you
have already made in this area and hope consideration will begiven to this idea.
I enclose the article for your re

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED DN PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS









United States Department of State

" Washington, D.C. 20520

JUL 161984

Dear Congressman Biaggi:

Thank you for your letter of June 6 suggesting that the
President meet with Soviet General Secretary Chernenko on the
anniversary of the Elbe River meeting between US and Soviet
troops.

There is no more crucial issue facing us today than the
maintenance of peace and the promotion of a more stable and
constructive US-Soviet relationship. That is why this
Administration has sought to engage the USSR in constructive
dialogue aimed at developing concrete solutions to the problems
that engage our two countries. The President has made clear his
desire to meet with his Soviet counterpart without any
preconditions as to venue or scheduling. Specifically,
President Reagan said last month that the "door was open" not
only for a summit meeting but for a general improvement in the
dialogue between the U.S. and the Soviet Union. To date, the
Soviet Union has not responded positively to the President's
readiness to neet. :

In considering ways to strengthen our relations with the
USSR, we recognize that a summit meeting keyed to such an
anniversary as the Elbe River meeting would indeed offer the
possibility for high-level US-Soviet dialogue. At the same
time, however, we nust realize that a summit meeting would not,
in and of itself, solve the very real substantive problems
existing between cur two countries with such different values
and interests. Any summit will also, of course, require careful
preparation if it is to be successful.

I can assure you that Mr. Ryan's comments will be given
careful consideration as we examine ways to proceed toward those
goals. I thank you for passing on his very thoughtful article,
and I ask you to write again if I can assist you in any other
way.

Sincerely,

P

Richard F. Turner
Acting Assistant Secretary
Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs

The Honorable
Maric Biaggi,
House of Representatives.,
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Chernenko Deserves
Nofmandy

E MirﬂfR‘yan Jr.

" em——

WASHINGTON —  Tomorrow,
President Reagan will starfd with
Queen Elizabeth I, Francois Mitter-
and, Pierre Elliott Trudeau and other
W&stem Allied leaders on the beaches
of France to commemorate D-Day.
Konstantin U. Chernenko will not be
there. And that is the story of a
missed opportunity. |

Russian troops €id not land at Nor-
mandy, of course. But the Alljes could

em, for in 1944 Hitler was engaged
in a titanic struggle against the Red
Army on the Eastern Front. From the
Balti¢ Sea through the Pripet Mar-
shes of Byelorussia to Odessa on the
Black Sea, the Russians were pushing
the Nazis backward inch by bloody
inch.

In sheer size, the 1,000-mile East-
ern Front dwarfed the toehold in

\France. Roughly three-quarters of all

German casualties were .incurred
there. The Soviet counteroffensive
threw more than six million men and
10,000 tanks against a staggering 232
"Axis divisions of near}y 5.5 million
troops. In July 1943, the battle of
Kursk broke Hitler’s back in the East
— an estimated 70,000 Nazis died and
5,000 tanks, planes and artillery were
destroyed. Had the outcome been dif-
ferent, there almost certainly would
have been no Allied landing in June
1944 and the swastika might have
flown in Europe until 1950. The writer
Harrison E. Salisbury called it “the
greatest battle of the war,”” an event
that changed history.

entire struggle on the Eastern Front
— 5 almost unknown in America to-
day except to historians and the mili-
tary academi&s, and that is unfortu-
nate because in many ways the
Soviet Union has never stopped fight-
ing it. |
. The German invasion of the Soviet
Union in June 1941, the sieges at
Stalingrad and Leningrad and the
brutal ‘counteroffensive touched
every Soviet home. Twenty million
Russians were killed — 60 for every
American who gave his life in Europe
and the Pacific. While Americans at
home faced gasoline rationing and
_meatless meals,
starvation and heatless winters.

fade from memory. Indeed, World
War II might have ended only yester-
day in the Soviet Union. There are
monuments, eternal flames, bronze
‘plaques wherever one turns. Paper-
back books devoted to this dr that bat-
tle are cheap and plentiful. Pension-
ers taking the sun on a park bench
proudly display tiny battle ribbons
over the breast pockets of their dark

O

blue | suitcoats. Every village, it
seems, has a hero it can call its own,

cast in bronze. eyes raised, chin set,

fresh flowers at its feet.

Allan A. Ryan Jr., a lawyer, is author
of the fonhcommg book “‘Quiet
Neighbors:
Criminals in America.”
L

‘not have succeeded there without '

The battle of Kursk — mdeed the

Russians fought

Such a fearsome price docs not soon.

Prosecuting Nazi War,

" This pride is both natural and aug-

mented: It reflects not only the genu- -

ine trauma of the war but a political
reality of the 1970’s and 1980’s. Keep-
ing the war alive is part of the way
that the Soviet Union explains the
"world to itself and to others: The
motherland must maintain its de-
fenses in a hostile world lest it again
be violated by the enemy and pushed
_.to the brink of conquest, or beyond.

~ Thus, the Great Patriotic War is not
only searing history but useful myth,
a myth that surrounds the mother-
land with enemies to justify the poli-
cies of a nuclear age. It is difficult
enough for a Westerner to understand
the Soviet world view, but it is surely
impossible if one does not first under-
stand the myth

Yet there is a more immediate rea-
son that makes Mr. Chernenko’s ab-
sence from Normandy a missed op-
portunity on both sides. World War I1
was the only great venture that
America and the Soviet Union pur-
sued together. It remains today one of
the very few subjects that Americans
and Russians can discuss with a
measure of genuine respect and with
relative freedom from tensions and
mutual recriminations,

In 1980, when relations were speed-
ily going to hell, United States and
Soviet negotiators m2t in Moscow and
quietly fashioned an agreement to
document the extent of Nazi war
‘crimes and to seek witnesses to tes-
tify in American judicial proceed-
ings. That effort has proceeded, effec-
tively and fairly and without propa-
ganda, in the four years since.

Mr. Chernenko’s presence at Nor-
mandy with Mr. Reagan would have
given both leaders reason enough to
stand side by side in simple tribute to
the fallen Allies of a generation ago,
whether they died at Kursk or at Ste.
Mére-Eglise. It would have given
them a decent opportunity tolift a sol-
emn toast and to remember battles
fpast, nat to threaten battles future. At
a time when neither man will take the
first step toward conciliation, Nor-
mandy would have given them hal-
lowed ground on which to meet with
heads high, recalling a time when
Washington and Moscow were joined
in common purpose. .

' Eleven months after D-Day, on
. May 3, 1945, the Red Army reached
the Elbe River and made contact witk
the United States’ First and Ninth
Armies. The Great Patriotic War —
World War 11 — was over. Americans
and Russians reached out and shook
“hands, At Torgau, in a scene repeated
in scores of other towns, the Russijan
soldiers hung up a sign: ‘*Our greet-
ings to the brave troops of the First
Amerikan Army”* and they draped a
photograph of Franklin Delano
Roosevelt with black crepe.

The 40th anniversary of that vic- '

torious day is 11 months away. The

President of the United States shouyld-

go to the Elbe. And this time, so
should Mr. Chernenko. ’
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Dear Mr, President:

I wish to call to your attention and consideration a most interesting pro-
posal which was contained in an op ed article from the June 5, 1984 New York
Times entitled, "Chernenko Deserves to be at Normandy."

In the article, its author,Mr. Allan A. Ryan, Jr. makes reference to an
upcoming anniversary of another pivotal day in the history of World War II.
As he states, "Eleven months after D-Day on May 3, 1945, the Red Army reached
the Elbe River and made contact with the United States First and Ninth Armies.
The Great Patriotic War--World War II was over. Americans and Russians reached
out and shook hands."

The specific proposal he makes is that this occasion serves as the basis for
a meeting between yourself and President Konstantin U. Chernenko. Such an idea
does seem consistent with your own expressed interest in meeting with the Soviet
leadership. As you so eloquently stated in your speech before the Dail on Monday,
June 4, 1984:

"I want to stress. today that the United States seeks greater
dialogue in two other critical areas of East-West relations.
Just as:we seek to reduce the burden of armaments, we want
to also find ways to limit their use in troublesome or poten-
tially difficult regional situations. So we must seek serious
discussions with the Soviets to guard against miscalculation
or misunderstanding in troubled or strategically sensitive
areas of the world. I want to stress again today the serious
commitment of the United States to such a process.”

I contend that there in fact may be considerable merit to this idea. The
meeting would be held against a backdrop of a time in history when the United
States and the Soviet Union worked together against the tyranny of Hilter and the
Third Reich and for the preservation of world peace. 1t could launch a new phase
of needed United States Soviet dialogue on the critical issues of arms control and
disarmament which is of such great concern. I fully recognize the commitment you
have already made in this area and hope consideration will bejgiven to this idea.

I enclose the article for your re ’////

Aiffcerely,

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED QN PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS
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Dear Mr. President:

I wish to call to your attention and consideration a most interesting pro-
posal which was contained in an op ed article from the June 5, 1984 New York
Times entitled, ''Chermenko Deserves to be at Normandy."

In the article, its author,Mr. Allan A. Ryan, Jr. makes reference to an
upcoming anniversary of another pivotal day in the history of World War II.
As he states, "Eleven months after D-Day on May 3, 1945, the Red Army reached
the Elbe River and made contact with the United States First and Ninth Armies.
The Great Patriotic War-~World War II was over. Americans and Russians reached
out and shook hands."

The specific proposal he makes is that this occasion serves as the basis for
a meeting between yourself and President Konstantin U. Chernenko. Such an idea
does seem consistent with your own expressed interest in meeting with the Soviet
leadership. As you so eloquently stated in your speech before the Dail on Monday,
June 4, 1984:

"T want to stress today that the United States seeks greater
dialogue in two other critical areas of East-West relations.
Just asiwe seek to reduce the burden of armaments, we want
to also find ways to limit their use in troublesome or poten-
tially difficult regional situations. So we must seek serious
discussions with the Soviets to guard against miscalculation
or misunderstanding in troubled or strategically sensitive
areas of the world. T want to stress again today the serious
commitment of the United States to such a process."

I contend that there in fact may be considerable merit to this idea. The
meeting would be held against a backdrop of a time in history when the United
States and the Soviet Union worked together against the tyranny of Hilter and the
Third Reich and for the preservation of world peace. It could launch a new phase
of needed United States Soviet dialogue on the critical issues of arms control and
disarmament which is of such great concern. I fully recognize the commitment you
have already made in this area and hope consideration will beggiven to this idea.
I enclose the article for your re
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