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BUSINESS:
3758 W. BELVEDERE AVENUE
BALTIMORE, MD. 21215
367-1500

FRANK M. CONAWAY
40TH LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT
BALTIMORE GITY
ECONOMIC MATTERS GOMMITTEE
GHAIRMAN, MARYLAND LEGISLATIVE BLACK CAUGUS
VICE-CHAIRMAN, BALTIMORE CITY DELEGATION

ANNAPOLIS:
817-B HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING
ANNAPOLIS, MD. 21401
841-3277

January 21, 1981

President Ronald W. Reagan
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20001

Dear Mr. President:

Let me be one of the million who congratulate you on your
tenacity, ability and political sagacity which led you to your
election as our Chief Executive.

But, this letter is not one of orchards and roses; rather
it is of onions and scallions. I am sure that I reflect the
reaction of most black citizens when I inform you of my amazement
and disgust at both ycou, Frank Sinatra and Ben Vereen for the
despicable black-face exhibition Vereen perpetrated at your
Inaugural Gala.

For Vereen's stupid introductory remarks, recalling
segregation as a bland, innocuous historical event which some
one (doubtless Sinatra and staff) prepared for Johnny Carson
and added not only insult but also salt to the wounds of
black citizens.

If you don't understand this, attempt to understand how
the average Jew would feel being asked to collaborate some
clownish institution devised for his forebearer's survival in
the death camps.

Is this kind of blatent or blunder foolishness what we
are to expect from the new Republican administration? If so,
your party might as well forget forever about the black vote
in this land.
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The least you can do, Mr. President, is offer a public
apology to black citizens for the stupidity of the Inaugural
program planner. And of course, Mr. Vereen, a versatile
actor which is another storv I shall not deal with here.
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Ford Motor Company
The American Road
Dearborn, Michigan 48121

Phitip Galdwell
Chairman of the Board

January 22, 1981

Dear Mr. President:

Your ° o ras inspiring, and your eloguent speech
Was ircuwcuuuusty cilCouraging to every person who longs
for a new beginning in America. You pointed to new
directions for this country which promise a revival of our
economic strength at home and our leadership abroad.

While expectations for your success are high, no one
demands short~term miracles. And I want to assure you
that Ford Motor Company will do everything it can to
support you in pursuit of the principles you have
established.

Sincerely,

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500
















January 24, 1981

President and Mrs. Ronald Reagan
c/o White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear First Lady and Mr. President,

How glorious you were during the Inauguration. Both of you looked
splendid, and gave each of us the hope that we need for the future. My
father, 82, was at your Inauguration, Mr. President, and as you made
your speech and the applause kept breaking out, it was Daddy who was
shouting "Way to go, buddy." I was simply crying, as is my wont.

Mrs. Reagan, you were exquisite at the Ball. You have by your
very presence given us great reason to be proud. You will give so much
in the next four years.

I would like to offer a gift to yot the best butler in the world.
Alan Fisher worked for Bing and me from the time Nathaniel was born,
nineteen years. He had to go home a year or so ago to be with an ailing
sister but now he works for Jock Whitney, the former ambassador.

Alan is married to the perfect maid, Norma. She is as guiet as he is
outgoing. The gualities that he showed in our home seem to me to be the
ones that you need. He likes surprises but can keep to a tight schedule.

He first worked at Buckingham Palace for the Queen Mother. There he
met Norma. They both worked for the Duke and Duchess of Windsor. He has
other references that are colorful and impressive but I think it's of
significance to know that he cared for Bing's mother until she was
ninety-two, that they helped rear our children, that most of his days
off were spent on trips to Sausalito with our brood and assorted guests,
that he handled formal dinners and picnics with equal aplomb and that
even after he had left to go to England, he returned with Harry to bring
Bing's body home and stayed with me touring on the road as my dresser
until I could find my footing.

Let me include the letter that he wrote to me, I don't think that
I am betraying a trust, but he really would love to serve you.

I am sending some Bing Crosby roses if you have a spot for them in
California or Washinton. Do keep warm. I am so proud of both of you.

Very sincerely,
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January 20, 1981

o ~ =)
The Honorable Ronald Reagan ij@}_ﬁ{'{
President of the United States

The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

The Economic Club of Detroit honored you and
Vice President Bush today at a special meeting
in which the inaugural ceremonies, including
your memorakle address, were televised live

to our membership on a giant screen in Cobo
Hall.

It was our pleasure to have you speak in per-
son to our members last May in the very same
hall when you attracted the largest luncheon
audience in the 47-year history of the Club.
We hope that some day you will have the oc-—
casion to visit us again.

You would have been pleasad with the warm re-
sponse and the personal involvement of our
members today. They arose for the singing of
"America" and the invocation and they gave you
a standing ovation at the end. It was the next
best thing to being in Washington with you as
you undertake the awesome responsibilities of
your office. Serjous as the moment was, we
celebrated in a pleasant mood of confidence
and optimism and in a joyful atmosphere that
included such touches as California wines and
jelly beans!

Please accept our best wishes for a productive
first term and our pledge of support in the very
individual sense that you outlined in your splen-
did inaugural address.

Sincerely,

(\\l\»ch \J Mg‘ .
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