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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

3 June 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE HONORABLE RICHARDS. SCHWEIKER 
SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

This memorandum will confirm our earlier telephone conversa­
tion in which I communicated to you the President's request, 
made pursuant to Section 12 of the Military Selective 
Service Act (50 U.S.C. App. 462, as amended by Section 916 of 
Pub. L. 97-86) ("the Act"), that you furnish to the Director 
of the Selective Service System, from records available to 
you as Secretary, the name, date of birth, social security 
account number, and address of individuals who are members of 
any group of individuals required to present themselves for 
and submit to r egis tration under Section 3 of the Act. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

.. 
■ ■ ■ 

■• 
■ 

■ 

- --· 

EDWIN MEESE III 
Counsellor to the President 

■ 
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-■ 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

3 June 1982 

FOR: DICK HAUSER 

FROM: KENNETH CRIBB, JR. ~ 

1) This is the famous letter, which just came in. 

2) Meese did pass on the President's requirements to Schweiker 
two months ago. 

3) Svahn is being so advised and will go ahead and release 
the data tomorrow as planned . 

4) Please prepare two letters 
and one from RR to Regan. 
President." -

Attachment 

one for RR to Schweiker; 
EM will signboth "for the 
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June 2, 1982 
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AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 

Hon. Richard S.Schweiker, Secretary 
Health and Human Services 
200 Independence Ave. S.W. Room 615F 
Washington, D.C. 20201 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

600 Pennsylvania Ave . SE 
Suite 301 
Washington , DC 20003 
(202) 544 1681 

John Shattuck 
01RECTOA 

Jerry J. Berman 
Da vid E. Landau 
Wade J. Henderson 

LEG!SL.A TIVE COUNSE l 

Laura Murphy 
LEG1SL,ATlVE 
REPRESENTATIVE 

Hilda Thomson 
AO "-A 1N1S TRATIVE OIAECTOA 

Nal1onal Headquarlers 
132 West 43 Street 
New York, NY 10036 
(212) 944 9800 

Norman Dorsen 
PRESIDENT 

According to a notice filed in 47 Federal Register 19468, lraGiasser 
EXECUTIVE Q1RECTOA 

Wednesday May 5, 1982, the Social Security Administration 
is prepared to furnish the Director of the Selective Service 
System with the name, social security account number, date 
of birth and address of individuals required to register 
for the draft when and if the President so authorizes. The 
authority for the exchange of this information is cited as 
Section 12 of the Military Selective Service Act (50 U.S.C. 
App. 462, as amended by Section 916 of Pub. L. 97-86). 
That statute provides, in part, 

"the President may require the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services to furnish to the Director, from 
records available to the Secretary, the following 
information with respect to individuals who are members 
of any group of individuals required by a proclamation 
of the President under Section 3 to present themselves 
for and submit to registration under such section: 
name, date of birth, social security account number, 
and address." 50 U.S.C. App. 462(e) (I). 

It is our understanding that this exchange of information 
will occur on Friday June 4, 1982. As correctly stated by 
the Social Security Administration in the Federal Register 
notice, under the express language of the statute the infor­
mation disclosure may occur only at the request of the 
President. The attached letter from the Selective Service 
System indicates that no such formal request has been made 
by the President as required by the statute. The assertion 
by the Director of the Selective Service System that he was 
authorized "personally" to proceed is not sufficient to 



meet the requirements of Pub. L. 97-86, which states that 
the President must request the Secretary of Health and 
Human services to furnish the information. 

We would like to know whether you are in possession of a 
formal written request by the President for this infor­
mation exchange. Should this document not exist, it is our 
judgment that the information exchange scheduled to occur 
on June 4 will violate the Privacy Act of 1974 (5 U.S.C. 
552a), which prohibits government agencies from disclosing 
records to other government agencies without the consent of 
the subjects of those records and provides for substantial 
civil penalties for improper disclosure of information. (5 
U.S.C. 552a (3) (g) . 

Thank you in advance for your immediate attention to this 
matter. 

sm

1

cul e , y yours, 

l[!J J~ 
Davi Landau 
Counsel 

cc: John A. Svahn, Commissioner, Social Security Administration 
Thomas K. Turnage, Director, Selective Service System 
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National Headquarters/ Washington, D.C. 20435 

Mr. Thomas P. Alder 
Dupont Circle Building, Suite 610 
1346 Connecticut Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Dear Mr. Alder: 

May 18, 1982 

We have received your FOIA request dated May 12, 1982 requesting "copies of all 
documents granting, describing, or recording this express authority" (i.e., to implement 
the registration enforcement program). 

There is no document in which express authority was given to implement the 
registration enforcement program. Authority was given to the Director, personally. 

In the circumstances, the request cannot be fulfilled. 

Sincerely, 

Cf_~2-~ 
Clarence E. Boston 
Records Division 



.; 

1@il@Cr';1JDW@ ~@ITWD~@ ~~~11@[[]) 

tiooa.l Headquarteni / Wuhington, D.C. 20435 

Ida! Business Penalty for Prlvale Use, S300 

•,_,.. ,.:, 

Mr. Thomas P. Alder 

. - im{F, 

~ 
. : (. 
~j l'3 

,_p-_ C. 

Dupont Circle Building, Suite 

1346 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20036 

. .,. .. _. 
; · ,,c: 

~i, 71-
\~; t ~¥;£~.: 1y~., . I , ,. •• ' ........ , 

---~ ~-----

, {';·. 

610 
:-, ..... _-

--~- -- ·-

r 

I . . • ,f 
· • ';. 

[. 
'. , .. 

;.• -

. [· . ) . 

-1};r 
• : -- • · ·-.~ '• -...1 

~/(}\ 
. [•·,-· .-.... 

- ;.. :- ·.-~:·~.\;·\~~~·:; 

~ ,:".- . 

--~.-.;. 

. . ~>~.t~:1~. 

\L?~-~4_>. 
.\}\',::_) __ 

~-: . . ,brr- • 

, I 

j ., .,. . J. ', 

~ .,.._., ... 

'"- ~-~;. .. 
. -' , · -· 
/ ,'f,.;_, -.... 

~: .. ~:;-
: •,. _ ; •? 

. . • ~.::.-~ .... --: 

,'.;>'•;,:: :,. 

,,cc·;··.·L_,~:i~~~t(;~-;S":,·~f :~,-.. . .. :::;{/ilf ~f :!?t~s,+ 

>- -. · 

-~ 
,~ i -~: ·: 

. \ , ... 
' \-:;, 

. , 
•-:.,\ '~_\:· 

. -:-~;~(~"·":'·"' ' 
.,,_ '. 

~~,. ,.: 
,' -. , 

;., _. 

'· ·,-:,. -· 
.. .)·• 

\"~:~~~~ . 
-~~ d:tJ· ., 

1 .• " ·,·. · }~ _: _;· · 

~-

::J \_·,;_.,.: . 

·-~_.: 

'. 

··\ .. ; :;.. 
-~: .. 

.. ~·. -{ 

,· 

·'r 

,--
.-·.::. 

< •, 

\>-,.~-~ - ~ :: 

f 

· . , ..., 
•:.--.:: 

I ~ •• ••• ~t-' 
\ !,<\ 

.,. -.:-,. 
~ ... J,• • ' 

' -,1 ,.. ._1 . "· 

· -:-. ·-

. ::·· 

' , c .. -"' • 

:·{ -/~~---

,'~_:.; :· l4 i ·. 

·.• t~ .. -- ~--

' ,· .. • . 
. _ _ ,.,' 
. ,.I". ;~'! •• 1_ • • 

._.:.:~-~- -; J.,. 

:/···· ": . ~ ~: ... • :~--.. \ : 

• •• -.-::-:• 

\• ~. 

. :) ~· . 

... ·: - ;, -. 

. --= 

: ~:.. . • . .1 • • 

•;,' . .. . 
_., :·:~·.:<"., -.,·,-:, __ 

~ 

-. ., -"··-

_:. ·--: .. 
; ··;~ .. , ~~:-~·<~-': __ . 
~:/ ,: ~~. :~~--~--; • -~:~-- -· ~(. 

. -..- ·:.. 

.• .. • -

_;a;, 
.•;•, 
. ,• . 

, r...;_ . 

.... :·.1.. 
r'.'.' 

• , • ~~1,. c ._, 
; './ .·.-i • ...: ..... :: ~ ... ~ 

.\.·· ,) .. 
":-.- ·. -:.£, _: . 

·•· ,; •' · 
·- - · • . f,,-. ~ .. -~-' ' ...... . 

· •r~· 

·,)·_::;~- ,::; , 

·: .. • , .... 

. _, .__.., 

. ..:.:·· ,._ 
!, 

'.:.:,,1 · · • .i:. -

-:: i". 

~.: . 

~-:1 .... . . 
, ' \ " •:"' 

► - ,; • 

t'·'·. 

:.:;. . 

·•. -~:--· 
·, . 

. ,:,,-; 

i.'. --~ 
• . }· . 

.:>; t.~ .• 

~:~,}{/.:t 
• ~- . . ~' :·,:' ~ )~, ,., 

-!: ,·"!' . 

•• . .,. 
.: ·-· · t ·· ·· • _. 1 

.-i· ~- ' ' · :. .. ) 
1- . "(. "":-•1 

!':i<(' ', 
• r : . . :.-.,. :~; ~:~ -

f (./ ~ '; 
. ... - .. r .. ~ :-r~-~·. "' .... ·•. 
-~--- f_i_:,· .. •~ .. :_: ---: ,_ 

t' ' : r·· . 

. :~\'.'<>~~ ~: 
~)}/!_:/ :~ I, •;- :,., l :. 

! 2_.•.:·; - , ; :, .... _--



• Military 
LaW 
Reporter 

Dupont Circle Building, Suite 610 
1346 Connecticut Avenue, N. W. 

Washington, D.C. 20036 
(202) 296-7 590 

A Project of the Public Law Education Institute 

May 12, 1982 

Mr. Clarence E. Boston 
Records Manager 
Selective Service System 
Washington, DC 20435 

Freedom of Information Act Reguest 

Dear Mr. Boston: 

I want to thank you ·for your prompt reply to my request of 
April 30, and to restate one item of that request. 

In the first paragraph of the Director's March 31, 1982, 
"Memorandum for the Commissioner, SSA," and again in the April 
1, 1982, "Memorandum for the Commissioner, IRS," the Director 
states that "[o]n March 26, 1982, this agency was given express 
authority to proceed with the implementation of a registration 
enforcement program .... " By this letter, I am writing to request, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. §552, copies of all documents granting, de­
scribing, or recording this express authority. 

As MLR is a public-service not-for-profit undertaking of a 
§50l(c)(3) public foundation, I would like to further request 
that search and copying fees be waived as provided in 5 U.S.C. 
§552(a)(4). In view of the time value now associated'with this 
follow-up request, I would also ask to receive a reply within 
10 days. 

TPA:wjs 

Militar)· I.aw Reporter: Barry w: Lynn. Edt1or-in-Chief: Rot>ert J . CrO\sgrmc, 
Munaginl/. Ed11or; William Straub, Circulation Munuxer; Jame, R. lslima,ki. 
r.r :1r~ M 'IH"\I"(. k'.'::arhrvn ~1 - f\.1:tir\ct rnr1lrth1111n11 Fr/,tr,n 

Sincerely yours, 

f ~ P. {J/.cu___ 
Thomas P. Alder, 
President 
PLEI 

Fditorial Ad1i son Panel: /\111ho11\ .'\m,1 c rtl J m. l'alll Hal<>r. Ri,h:ird Bellm an. 
(1;.ir~· lk·ll(l\\. Kl,hcrl Bun . I conaiJ Cha,~11. c;\•11q~c C11,1rn . Rl,~\.'r <.. r Jm fl 111 , 

,\ l:1n n rr,hn\\111 C.d,·h F11nlt.' H .1rrnn I r ,·t·m:11 1 l n hn Criffi1h .... I \li. ·h.1,•I 
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