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CONSTELLATION ASSEMBLY -- TALKING POINTS 

August 
Second 

18, 1981
Draft 

'v S-��la, 

� 

Good af�oon. This is a day I will remember. The 

ship, the officers and crew make me proud to be your 
,oq ,<?f,.YIIQ_ e.f -h (0 � lJ2?I <C;,i)---

Commancier..: rn-Cnief. The air wing's firepower and 
� .  0,.-efficiency demonstration was most impressive -- and I 

am certain that it also impresses the enemies of 

freedom. 

h� 0. (21d . 0) _({::::I .G> @ <i.:::;; • T is carrier an its air wing represent t e cutting

e�e &j) na� p�er. All of you are to be commended 

for the teamwork and commandery I've witnessed today. 

This is a tough job -- tough on you and tough on your 

families -- but it is as necessary today as at any time 

in America's history. There is no greater gift you can 

give your family, your community, or your country than 

the protection you afford. 

The military has, at times, been taken for granted; I 

\ 

can assure you that it will not happen in this 
\'2:) 

Administration.
-{"Y� G2> (i;2:) v>"--> C:.) Q:;) <;E:::, GJ � �

we---a e going to maTe sure your pay is fair and that you 
�

have 

spare 

- � � � • � e equipment needed to� t e jo rigfit, from

pf.??.s � n� ships.

V 
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~ 
ffl' fl~~ __. 

~-~ 

Nn \"-~~ 

~ 

e are committed to a 600-ship Navy; a Navy big enough 

and efficient enough to deter aggression wherever it 

threatens. Friend and foe alike must be certain that 

America has muscle to back up its words. And s ~ ps, 
(',i? 

l 1Ke this, and men like you, are the muscle behind 

America's word. 

@ 0 <2!> 0 r,>., ~ Q;.; 
Of course more than equipment is nee'cted. You deserve 

1/e) . 
compensation ~ c..:>- -~ -worthy of the sacrifi'ces you are making; 

0 
and you wil l "We wYll ta~ flre ~ ps n~cessary 

~ es;;;r 
o encourage you ~ s ~ k ~ h ft. e service because 

you're needed ·and because you'll be getting a fair 

shake. 

But it's more than money that keeps you out here. The 

d ~ - .- d ~ d ,e.> wor patriotism is eLine as: 
. ~~ ~ G 

love for or devotion to 
~ . 

one's country. It is something you can't 
v25 

feel on this great ship --is something I 
@ 

buy, and it 

ei e 
and that goes 

- Ci?;:::> for those on tne Destroyer 
~ ~ . 

Fletcher, the Cruiser Jouett 
(S;;:::.) <i:::::;, 

{JeW:::ett) and the Frigate Wadsworth as well. 

There is a new spirit sweeping America and you are part 

f • h - ' k.;::fd (0d fu.-).--- . 1· & . o it. Te Navy s pri e an pro essiona ism campaign 

) 
pa: ' @°./' ·-t or i. The push for quality by American 

. . 0 0-- ~· 
workers is part of it. That young Marine, Ser'c(eant 
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~~ 
~~a~•~~opez, ~ 11 an naval avi"ator, Co - ~ ander Don Sharer, 

wrro would no-t. b e nd t o the{r Ir1l'hian captors, are part 

of it. 

And your cotrfi.try won't forget that ~ ~- • while tfiey were held 
E> ~ - ~ (!?5) ~ 

hosl:age, you ~ nearby , ready T o help -- se~ ng a 
?' -•\.,- "I <..1-"--;, ') 

reco r d For the nu~ er of cont! nuous ays any conventional 
C? ~ ~ >i:!:I .,,.,... -cIL'> 

s n ip tias b~en a~ sea. 

Your countrymen knew what that meant: the long hours, 

the strenuous effort, the pain of being away from loved 

• 
ones. Yet, there w'f!"re sYill t lmse wno reenlisted. 

This is the kind of spirit for which Americans are 

known. It is the kind of spirit you represent . 

V 
In- his book, 

. h{;:) Mic ener wrI 

~ J,-00) b::;-• <.:::::> 
tne BrT dges 7° T~ ko Ri, novelist James 

Q!.. e.,; di2.--- "-:::':) 
es movingly of the heroes wn o fought in 

~ ~ ~ c:.:i..<' 1.. v-· ......--
the Koi::-ean He wrote of their hardship as 

they s ~ ed c..:in cold, struggle f hat many at 
~ 

home only wanted to forget. 

'~ ~- -©-: (2::> ~ ~ -./ a:.~ C.-,:,lt:::~ 
In the book's final s ~ene, an admiral sta"'f@s on the 

.. 
dark:"ened bricl'ge o r his carrier waiting for pilots he 

0 . 0 (v 11...?) rt) __ . ·-
knows will never re'tu.rn ttom their raid on 

(i..," ' Ci,e") (! 
the Toko Ri 

~) 

bridges. 

K 

X. 
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Finally, 1:i 
es;,, 

'I?') ~ i.:52"">· (~ (~ C 
realcs his vigil and -- wondering at the 

selflessnessof those forgotten 
,::-, 

fl iers -- asks in the 
::.,., 

silent darkness "Where do we- get such men . 
;'\ 

y-- ~~.J C.,-0 --
where do we get such men?" 

Understanding your dedication, no American could help 

but ask -- in wonder and gratitude -- that same question. 

~ ~ ~i> <e.,"') C...2:i CI>., ~.) 
ip's motto -- spirit of the old, pride of 

h - f' th ~•· 11 h' ~ l t e new -- its e Nation as we as tis vesse . I 

speak for all citizens when I say how proud you make 
~~C>J ~ ~(\'_A~-~ 

us. So in the weeks ahead, when t rre-- Connie sails into 
~ <-9@ <...@--& 

the Western Pacific, remember we are with you because 

wherever you are, there also is America. 
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(Rohrabacher/TD) August 18, 19 81 
Second Draft 

CONSTELLATION ASSEMBLY - - TALKING POINTS 

Good afternoon. This is a day I will r emember. The 

ship, the officers and crew mak e me proud to b e your 

Commander-in-Chief. The air wing's firepower and 

efficiency d emonstration was most impressive -- and I 

am c ertain that it also impresses the enemies of 

fr eedom. 

This carrier and its air wing r epresen t the cutting 

edge of nava l power . All of you are to be commended 
I 

I 

for the teamwork and commandery I've witnessed t oday . 

Th is is a tough job -- tough on you and tough on your 

families -- but it is as necessary today as at any time 

in America's h ~story . There is no greate r gift you can 

give your fa~ily, your community, or your coun try than 

the protection you afford. 

The military ha s , at times , been take n for grante d; I 

can assure you tha t it will not h appen in this Admi nistration. 

We are going to make sure your pay is fair and tha t you 

1ave the equipment needed to do the job right,[ from 

'(i} /
1 

spare parts to n ew ships ';J 
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We are commi tte d to a 600-ship Navy; a Navy big enough 

and efficien t enough to d e t er aggression wherever it 

th reatens . Friend and foe alike must b e certain that 

Amer ica has musc l e to back up its words. And ships, 

like this, and men like you , are the muscl e b e hind 

Amer ica 's word. 

Of course more than equipment is needed . You deserve 

compe nsa tion worthy of the s acr ifices you are making; 

a nd you will get it. We will t ake the steps necessary 

to encourage you to stick with the s ervice -- b e cause 

you're needed·and becau se you'll be getting a fair 

shake . 

But it's more tha n money that keeps you out here. The 

word patriotism is defined as: love for or devotion to 

one 's country . It is some thing you c an 't buy, and it 

is something I f ee l o n this great ship - - and that goe s 

fo r thos e o n the De stroye r Fletcher , the Crui ser Joue tt 

(Jew-ett } and the Fri~ Wadswor th as well. 

There is a new spirit s weeping America and you are part 

of it. The Navy's /ride and frofessionali sm c ampa ign 

is p art of it. The pu s h fo r quality by American 

workers is par t of it. That young Marine , Sergeant 

V 
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( Danny Lopez , and naval aviator, Commander Don Sharer , ) 

who would not bend to the ir Iranian captors, are part 

of it. 

And your country won't fo rge t that while they were h e ld , · ! =~·_. e ee 1 • r-~ ,,e ... r.P., li ~ •62-V& I f b ~ 
hostage , you were r=fg~+~~- setting a record 

fo r the number of ~ontinuous days any conventiona l sh i p 

h as 
ttL"t.\Jli!f:ib-i~ct:::P"-:.-t+~Wihtt:t:.,t,c;J!. 

Yo ur countrymen knew what that meant : the lon~ 

hours, the stre nuous effort, the p a in of being away 

from love d ones . Yet , there we re still those who 

reenliste d. This is the kind of s piri t for which 

Americans are known . It is the kind of s pirit you 

represent. 

0 his book, the Bridges of Toko Ri, novelist Jame s 

Miche ner writes movingly of the heroes who fo ugh t in 

the Korean conf lict. He wrote of the ir h ardship as the y 

s erved in cold, twilight struggle that many at home 

o nly wanted to fo rget. 

In the book's final scene , an admiral stands on the d arkened 

b ridge of his carrier waiting fo r pilots he knows will 

never return fro~th e ir raid on the Toko Ri bridges. 
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Fina lly, h e breaks his vigil and -- wondering at the 

s e l flessness of those forgott en fli ers - - asks in the 

silent darknes s ... "Where do we get such men ... 

where do we get such men?" 

Understanding your dedication, no Arneric an could help 

b ut as k - - in wonder and gratitude -- that s ame question::) 

Today , you r ship ' s mo t to -- spirit o f the old , p ride o f 

the new -- fits the Nation as well as this vessel. I 

s peak for all citizens whe n I say how proud you make 

us. So in the ~ weeks ahe ad , when the Connie sails 

in to the We stern Pacific , r emembe r we are with you 

b ecause wherever you are , the re also is Amer ica . 

) 
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(Rohrabacher ) 

CONSTELLATION AS SEMBLY 

August 1 8 , 1 981 
First Draft 

I 

/ 
/ 

Good afternoo n. This i s a d a y I wil l r eril.ember . 
I 

The 

ship , the o ff icers and c rew make me prbud to b e your 

Com..mander- in- Ch ief . 
\......--' L----- ~ v--

The a i r wing ' s firepowe r and 
L--- l 

e ffi c iency d emomttrati on was most i mpressive -- - and I 

am ce rta in t hat it al so i mpre!?;ses t he encr,ties of 

fr eedom. 

\_,,,,--' 

This c arr i er a nd its 

edge o f naval po wer . 

/ 
/ 

I 
Ii 

\-.-'" V 
air ~ing r epresent t h e c utt ing 

I 

Alli o f y ou are t o b e c o rrL'1\cn d cd 

fo r t he teamwork and c6mic1andery I 1 ve witnessed today. 
f 

/ 
I 

This i s a t ough j o~ -- t ough o n y ou a nd t ough on y o ur 
I 

f amilies -- - but /t i s as necessary toda y as at a ny t ime 

i n Arncr ica ' s h /story. There i s no greater gi ft y ou c an 
I 

g ive yo ur f ami ly , your community , o r y o ur country than 
I 

t he p rotection you afford. 

The milit2ry has , at times , b een t oken f or granted; I 

c an /l,ssuce you t hat it. will not. h c1ppcn in tli is Adr,ti_nistration. 

" 
.,,,- ...... ¥" ..-

,Jj-
..._..I\,,, -- ·- ,. We a re go i ng t o ma1ce sure y our p ay is fair and that y ou 

ave the equipment need ed t o do the j ob right. 

/ 

/ 
~ \.,/'. 

One fr ustrat ing p rob l em , e spec i a J.ly fo r t ho se r esponsib l e 
\,,./" ........-- _ v · ..,_____ v---

fo r the (ai rcraf v, is the 
v v-' I.--- V--

l ack of spare parts. IVC ctl C 
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"" C/) . '-/' _,,.., 

$ 

aware of the situation and wi ll b e s ensi ti ve t o the need 

t o p rov i de funds , not on l y t o purchase n ew weapons and 

equipme n t , but a l so enough t o adequately maintain 

wh a t we h ave . 

The Navy i s t oo i mportant t o l et s omething l ike that t o 

continue . Friend and fo e a l ike must b e c ertain t hat 

Amer ica has musc l e to b a ck up i ts words. And ships , 

l i ke this , and men l ike you , are t he muscl e behind 

America ' s word . 

~ '-./' I,,""" V v / VV V ,_,,,,.-
We are c ommitted t o a 60 0-shi.p navy ; a 

~ 

Ir'""" 
n avy b ig enough 
~ -

and efficient enough to deter aggression wherever i t 

t h reatens . 

Of course more t han equipme nt i s needed. You deserve 

co mpensa tion worthy of the sacri fi ces you are maK ing ; 

a nd you will get it. We will t ake the ste ps ne cessary 

to encourage you to stick with t he s ervice - - because 

yo u ' re needed and be cause yo u ' ll be getting a fair 

sh ake. 

But it ' s more t han money that ke eps you out here . The 
'-,/' " ✓- ,_,,,,--· V' r:- V' ✓ v- V V 

word patriotism i s def ined as: ~ve f or o r devotion to 
✓ ✓ 

o ne ' s countr.i] I t is some thing you can ' t b uy , and i t 

i s some thing I f ee l o n t his great ship -- and that go es 

X 
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~ 
fo r those on the Destroy e r 

~ - 1,./' V V 
Fletcher , the Cruiser Jouett 

.,_/' v-· l.-- ✓ 

(J ew-ett ) and t he Frigot 
........,. \..----' v 

Wadsworth a s we ll. 

Fr \ :3 a-t..o._. 

There i s a new spirit sweep ing Ame rica a nd you are p ar t 

o f it. 
~· ~ \./ ~ ✓ \_-/ 

The Navy ' s fride and / rofessionali srn c ampaign 

i s p ar t of it. The pu s h for qua li ty by Americ an 
~ ~ -

1, • .c • h \...,-" ~ . wor~ers i s par t O L it. T .a t yo ung Marine , Serg~ant 
.,,,.....,-· V"" v .,,,. .v·· \...---" \..,/" v-

Danny Lopez , and nava l avi,ator, Comrnander Don Sharer , 
\/"- ....,,., \/"" \,.,/ V V ' \.,--" I,,/" 

who would not bend to the ir Iranian c aptors , are part 

o f it. 

\./" 1.--" V i,,,-

And your country won ' t fo rget that wh ile they were h e ld 
1../' v ~ - Of\Stat10Y\ in -1+&.JN::li&'!O~ v v· 

V . . 
hostage , you were r1.ght 1t-5E Mn2e;;;, - - s etting a r ecord 

V V V -../". \,,"'. v·· ,,,,,-· ..,,.-- .--
for the number of cont inuous d ays a ny conventiona l ship 

;( 

OY 

'><'.. 

v v· td= setJ-- ~t r,.a, ww:p::. 
has been •r . : Ir ruit ■ 1 • ~ ~{i:fiyJj/}a'~ .. ,v , \01,~1c ~ 

Vf'-' r ~ ll).J' \ {'iO-oJJ • )( "'~ 

~ 

1~-J \\V ~ 

Yo ur countrymen knew wh a t tha t meant : the longer 

hours , th e strenuous effort , t h e p a in of b eing awa y 

fr om l oved o nes. Yet , Uhere we re still those who 

r eenliste"§J This i s t h e kind o f spirit f or which 

Americans are k nm-m . I t is the ki nd of spi ri t you 

r epresent . 

'--""". ,,,_- v""· 
Today , your ship's motto 

V ✓ ,,,/ ✓ ,....- V 
s pirit of the old, p r i de of 

y - -../' 

the new - - fi ts the Nation as we ll a s thi s v esse l. 
j ,, _ I ( r r_ 1rv\C t • 

I CJV__,, ,. t 

s p e a k for al l citi zens whe n I say how proud yo u make et+-·c)O 
I 

K us. 
Vv v ✓ v ..,,,,. v ✓ VV- V 
So in t he .,... we e ks ahead , when t he Connie s a il s 

-·-
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V / V V ~V 
into the Wes t ern Pac ific , r eme mbe r we are with you 

because whereve r you are , the r e also is Amer ica . 
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(Rohrabacher/TD) ~ ~ ~gf 

-

August 18, 1981 
Second Draft 

CONSTELLATION ASSEMBLY -- WELCOMING REMARKS 

~ 
Good afternoon. {£residents are permitted to experience 

so many things, buj] this day will be remembered. This ship, 

the officers and crew, make me proud to be your Cornrnander­

in-Chief. The demonstration of firepower and efficiency by 

the air wing was impressive. I am certain that it also 

impresses the enemies of freedom. 

This carrier and its air wing represent the cutting 

edge of naval power. All of you are to be commended for the 

teamwork and cornrnandery that I witnessed today. 

G t takes an e~tra _bit of dedication to do this j ~ We 

know that it's rough -- on you and your families. But your 

job is as necessary today as at any time in the ~ t~ n'.:J 

history. [ without someone willing to put · in the long hours, 

willing to sacrifice the frustrations, and willing to risk 

the dangers -- I can assure you that your country would not 

be free, prosperous, or saf:J There is no greater gift you 

can give your family, your community, or your country than 

the protection you afford. 

There have been times when those in the military were 

taken for granted. It will not happen in this Administration; 

{!__hat's a promis9 We are going to make sure your pay is 

fair and that you have the equipment needed to do the job 

right, from spare parts to new ships. 

t/ 
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(Rohrabacher/TD) ~ eg/ ~gf August 18, 1981 
Second Draft 

CONSTELLATION ASSEMBLY -- WELCOMING REMARKS 

~ 
Good afternoon. f_residents are permitted to experience 

so many things, bu5.{ this day will be remembered. This ship, 

the officers and crew, make me proud to be your Cornrnander­

in-Chief. The demonstration of firepower and efficiency by 

the air wing was impressive. I am certain that it also 

impresses the enemies of freedom. 

This carrier and its air wing represent the cutting 

edge of naval power. All of you are to be commended for the 

teamwork and commandery that I witnessed today. 

lJt takes an e~tra _bit of dedication to do this j ~ We 

know that it's rough -- on you and your families. But your 

job is as necessary today as at any time in the b t~ n•_:Q 

history. [ without someone willing to put in the long hours, 

willing to sacrifice the frustrations, and willing to risk 

the dangers -- I can assure you that your country would not 

be free, prosperous, or saf:J There is no greater gift you 

can give your family, your community, or your country than 

the protection you afford. 

There have been times when those in the military were 

taken for granted. It will not happen in this Administration; 

{!_hat's a promis9 We are going to make sure your pay is 

fair and that you have the equipment needed to do the job 

right, from spare parts to new ships. 

l./ 
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C oday, military adventurism and subversion threaten in 

far away areas of the w.i?ld. Providing security for the 

United States is a greater challenge than ever, but we will 

meet that challeng:J We are committed to a 600-ship Navy 

a Navy big enough to deter aggression wherever it might 

occur. 

Friend and foe alike must know that America has the muscle 

to back up its words. And ships like this and men like you 

are the muscle behind America's word. 

Of course, more than equipment is needed. You deserve 

compensation worthy of the sacrifices you are making -- and 

you will get it. We are taking the steps necessary to 

encourage you to stick with the service -- because you're 

needed and because you'll be getting a fair shake. 

But it is more than money that keeps you out here. The 

word patriotism is defined as, "love for or devotion to 

one's country." It is something you can't buy, and it is 

something I feel on this great ship -- and that goes for 

those on the Destroyer Fletcher, the Cruiser Jouett (Jew­

ett) and the Frigate Wadsworth as well. 

There is a new spirit sweeping America, and you are 

part of it. The Navy's pride and professionalism campaign 

is part of it; the push for quality by Amerjcan workers is 
Jtmtrt1 

part of it; that young Marine, Sergeant 0-PJa:T Lopez, and 

naval aviator, Commander Don Sharer, who would not bend to 

their Iranian captors, are part of it. 
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the weeks ahead, when the Connie sails into the Western 

Pacific, remember we are with you because wherever you are, 

there also is America. 
r~ v V ·~ 
/_;:en of the Constellation, it has been an . honor to be 

with you. Thank yo~ 
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(Rohr ab .,,.__,.ft/ acher/TD}f' \' August 18, 1981 
Second Draft 

CONSTELLATION ASSEMBLY -- WELCOMING REMARKS 

Good afternoon. Presidents are permitted to experience 

so many things, but this day will be remembered . This ship, 

the officers and crew, mak e me proud to be your Cornrnander­

in-Chief. The demonstration of firepower and efficiency by 

the air wing was i mpressive. I am certain that it also 

impresse s the ene mies of fr eedom. 

This carrier and its air wing repres e nt the cutting 

edge of naval power. All of you are to be comme nded for the 

teamwork and commandery that I witnessed today. 

It takes an extra bit of dedication to do this job. We 

know that it ' s rough -- on you and your families. But your 

job is as necessary today as at any time in the Nation's 
I 

history. Without someone willing to put in the long hours, 

willing to sacrifice the frustrations, and willing to risk 

the d angers~- I can assure you that your country would not 

be fre e , pros·perous, or safe . There is no greater gift you 

can give your family, your community, or your country than 

the protection you afford. 

There have been times when those in the military were 

taken for granted . It will not happen in this Administration; 

that's a promis e . We are going to make sure your pay is 

fair and that you have the equipment ne eded to do the job 

' right, from spare parts to new ships. 
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&day , military adventurism and subvers ion threaten in 

far away areas of the world. Prov iding security for the 

United States is a greater cha llenge than ever, but we will 

meet that challenge) We are committed to a 600-ship Navy 

a Navy big enough to deter aggression wherever it might 

occur. 

Friend and fo e alike must know that America has the muscle 

to back up its words. And ships like this and men like you 

are the muscle b ehind America's word. 

Of course , more than equipment is needed. You deserve 

compensation worthy of the sacrifices you are making - - and 

you will get it. We are taking the steps necessary to 

encourage you to stick with the service -- b ecause you're 

needed and becaus e you'll be getting a fair shake . 

But it is more than money that keeps you out h ere. The 

word patriotism is defined as, ''jove for or devotion to 

one 's country." It is something you can't buy, and it is 

something I fe e l on thi s great ship -- and that goes for 

those on the Destroyer Fletcher , the Cruiser Jouett (Jew­

ett) and the Frigate Wadsworth as well. 

There is a new· spirit sweeping America, and you are 

part of it. The Navy's pride and professionalism campaign 

is part of it; the push for quality by Amer ican workers is 

part of it; that young Marine, Sergeant Danny Lopez , and 

naval av~~ tor, Commander Don Sharer , who would not bend to 

their Iranian captors, are part of it. 

V"\ 
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And your country won't forget that while they were held 
~ bt-1 , r-~ +o ~ 

hosyage, you were right eff shore -- setting a new record 

for the number of continuous days any conventional ship has 
c,.I-- ie.u.... 

b een, ,Q,l:i, iis a:f::ie~ 

Your countrymen knew what that meant: the long hours, 

the strenuous effort, the pain of being away from loved 

ones. Yet, there were still those who reenlisted. This is 

the kind of spirit for which America is known. 

kind of spirit you repre sent. 

It is the 

In his book, the Bridges of Toko Ri, novelist James 

Michene r writes movingly of the heroes who fought in the 

Korean conflict. He wrote of their hardship as they served 

in cold, twilight struggle that many at home only wanted 

to forget. 

In the book's final scene, an admiral stands on the 

darkened bridge of his carrier waiting for pilots he knows 

will never return from their raid on the Toko Ri bridges. 

Finally, he breaks his vigil and -- wonde ring at the 

selflessne ss of those forgotten fliers -- asks in the silent 

darkness . "Where do we get such men ... where do 

we get such men?" 

Understanding your dedication, no American could help 

but ask -- in wonder and gratitude -- that same question. 

Today, your ship's motto -- spirit of the old, pride of 

the new -- fits the Nation as well as this vessel. I speak 

for all Americans when I say how proud you make us. So in 
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the weeks ahead, when the Connie sails into the Western 

Pacific, remember we are with you because wherever you are, 

there also is America. 

Men ~ onstellation, it has been an honor to be with 

you. Thank you. 
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THB BRIDGBS AT TOKO·RI 

t\i1d it was your boy who helped destroy the bridges. 

Admiral, if my eyes are red it's for that kid. Because 

he was mine too. And I lost him." 

The old man stood there, staring stonily at the shak­

ing commander with the ·bullet head while Cag shot 

the works. "I don't care any longer what kind of fit­

ness report you turn in on me because this was a 

good mission. It was a good mission." Without salut­

ing he stormed from Bag country, his fiery steps echo­

ing as he stamped away. 

For many hours the admiral remained alone. Then 

toward morning he heard the anti-submarine_ patrol go 

out and as the engines roared he asked, "Why is 

America lucky enough to have such men? They leave 

this tiny ship and By against the enemy. Then they 

must seek the ship, lost somewhere on the sea. And 

when they find it, they have to land upon its pitching 

deck. Where did we get s·m;h !IlE2l: 

He went out to watch the launching of the dawn 

strike. As streaks of light appeared in the east, pilots 

came on deck. Bundled like animals awakened from 

hibernation, they waddled purposefully to their jets. 

The last to climb aboard was Cag·, stocky and round 

like a snowball. He checked each jet, then studied 

his own. Finally, as if there were nothing more he 
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could do, he scrambled into his plane and waited. 

Majestically, the task force turned into the wind, the 

bull horn jangled and a voice in the gloom cried, 

"Launch jets." 

Admiral Tarrant watched them go, two by two 

from the lashing catapult, planes of immortal beauty 

whipping into the air with Bame and fury upon them. 

They did not waste fuel orbiting but screamed to the 

west, seeking new bridges in Korea. 

(' 

II 
1,, 

I 
~ 

• !• 

l 

!! · .•• • 1l 

I . . 
I , 

1-~, I: 

~c 
' ~- i· t 

r- t. 
~ ! 
11 I 

~ 

I 
i 
t 

I 
! 

I 

: I 
! I 
l j 
' ' 

11 I. 
!: I [ 

~ It .. 



.....
... 

-:-
:" 

:::i
,.. 

~
 

tJ
j 

~
 

tr:
1 

0 
~
 

en
 

r1
 

::,
; 

' 
~
 

:::i
,.. 

1-
--<

 
::,

 

~~
---

~
 
~ 

0.
.. 

0 
~
 

0 

~
~
 

s 
-=

a,
 -

-

0 
:c

 
-

0 
!:a

 

tT
1 

0 
~
 

0 
i::

 
V

> 
::I:

: 
I 

C'P
 

tr
t 

tr:
1 

~
 

~
 

m
 

tr:
1 

}-
--

i 
::::

:, 

-
-

~
 

=
.
!
i
e

?
~

~
~

-~
~

~
 .. 

•=
=

--
-~

-«
'=

"~
 ~

.
:
:
-
-
~

._
=

1
::

B
;J

W
 .. 

:.S
. 

.._ 



0 

• ~ - •' 4 J!. _, ··t' 

11:·./ 
,, '., . . , 

f ~ I ~ 

.. \~\! 
, '-'( 

I 
11 
I 

I 

1 1 

; 1 
.i 

: 1 , 

11; 
I , 
I 
I 

I., 

;' j 
' I 

I ' 

Fifteenth Printing 

Copyright, 1953, by James A. Michener 
All rights reserved under International and Pan-American 

C.Opyright Conventions. Published in New York by Random 
House, Inc., and simultaneously in Toronto, Canada 

by Random House of Canada, Limited. 

Library of Congress Catalog Card Number: 52-7129 

Manufactured in the United States of America 

' ~ .. 

wt 

'f""""'r.~, :iliM'1_' •1111· ,, ·.•., 
'l\f~ ,.1 ~ ' l 

1111,~i•it4<lll!i111l+lt1•IW,1, 
w.w,,;,,.,;.-it,,tJ:, J: , t d't.;,.,,.,,iWM 1:,btrd hrfw·eu11..-t1)f rf Srfflt t>ft:r .'1 

To MARSHALL U. BEEBE 

Jet Pilot 

,, 

FICTION 

( • '> - 1 1 l ~-, 1 •. ) '...... . . ( ~. ~ 
'") ,, .. , . ,-­

_., I I 

7700-2.:18 
p 

I 
I 

!· 
I 
1 

' I. 
'r It 

I 

I 

;[ 
·i 
,!, 

.I 

I ' ' 

: i' 

l ··l 
1
·1 
I~ 

I
ll ,. 
it 
I I, 

;'/ 
I.' 

I r 
!1,I 

i 1 
1: 

1; 



THB B RID CB'S AT TO KO·RI 

A11d it was your boy who helped destroy the bridges. 

Admiral, if my eyes are red it's for that kid. Because 

he was mine too. And I lost him." 

The old man stood there, staring stonily at the shak­

ing commander with the bullet head while Cag shot 

the works. "I don't care any longer what kind of fit­

ness report you tum in on me because this was a 

good mission. It was a good mission." Without salut­

ing he stormed from flag country, his fiery steps echo­

ing as he stamped away. 

For many hours the admiral remained alone. Then 

toward morning he heard the anti-submarine patrol go 

out and as the engines roared he asked, "Why is 

America lucky enough to have such men? They lea~e 

this tiny ship and By against the enemy. Then they 

must seek the ship, lost somewhere on the sea. And 

when they find it, they have to land upon its pitching 

deck. Where did we g,et ~!!SP men:C., 

He went out to watch the launching of the dawn 

strike. As streaks of light appeared in the east, pilots 

came on deck. Bundled like animals awakened from 

hibernation, they waddled purposefully to their jets. 

The last to climb aboard was Cag, stocky and round 

like a snowball. He checked each jet, then studied 

his own. Finally, as if there were nothing more he 
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could do, he scrambled into his plane ~nd waited. 

Majestically, the task force turned into the wind, the 

bull horn jangled and a voice in the gloom cried, 

"Launch jets." 

Admiral Tarrant watched them go, two by two 

from the lashing catapult, planes of immortal beauty 

whipping into the air with flame and fury upon them. 

They did not waste fuel orbiting but screamed to the 

west, seeking new bridges in Korea. 
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VISIT. TO CONSTELLATION -- WELCOMING REMARKS 

r~Capt:ain Brooks, and 'th:afll:s ts the c.rew of the 

~ Constellation for extending me this opportunity. This 

ship represents a oowerful force in an uncertain 
~ .w-<- aJ-1.. -~ 9-.~ 

worid);. The eount: :!:! ,Y s-l~ef>~"'better at · night knowing you 
~ _./ 

are on duty. Everythi-ng wi! hold dear is safer because 

: of ~b~i. of you ~oing . 
• 

• I'd like to especially greet those who will be in the 

air department. the combat direct1on center, in 

and co~Jnunication later . on. Although you won't be ~ l th 

us later, you are ce-rt.~5n1y not for11otten. 

-- The engineering unit, r nnderstand, faces a major 

recertification examination tomorro\.r and t h e S -2p te i':,";:>" !'." 

readiness evaluation is also rapidly app ro<1chi nc_; . 

are t\..-o of the major cha l !e..-,9es for \/ hich y o u I v e '!- )i::c~· n 

pr_eparing, and I'm confioc.:nt you will corr.e throLl,;:, \-:1 ::.:-i 

!2-::-::,-ing colors. 
- -· · - - - -

f\ - - ..... ~~ • 
~~....-V,.--::- ,.. • 

So for those who will he stanaing \,·.~Leh, J \,• i~ ;~,-~-~ ::' 

~~or the rest of the officers 2nd c.rc-v:, I .=. , 

look~ forward to met:~ ling you and s-0 t ti :19 to i--: : : :: · . .- : ,_ .. : c 
()._f}-...,.,,_ ~- "t..)..~ ~ 't...,.;_,~ v,- QJ"' )~ ~~~ ~~_:.:::_ _ _:_ - ~ _; .. : ·· v .i. ~--=----

about the jo~-OUilrc do·i~-, .. /'i ~~:i sh ri1 l ,,t·,o ,,. ! d : i , •· : T -- :::.:<·,1° 
I 

Connie Day. 



(Tbbrabacher /TD) Aug.u.st:. 1-8,.. 1981 
Second Draft 

· coNsrELLATION ASSEMBLY WELCOMING REMARKS 

. Good afternoon. Presidents are permitted to experience -----------------------
so many thingsr but this day will be rerr.~mbered, This ship, 

the officers and crew, make me proud to be your Commander-

• in:..Chief. -- J;he· dcmonctration ·of firepower cind ·efficiency by 
1,-1_~ - ~ ~ ~ -

the air wing was impressive. x- ~m :::eFt-.c:i:n ·t~t it also 

. impresses the enemies of freedom . 
• 

'This carrier and its air wing repres~nt t.he cutt-.ing 
• 

edge of naval power. • Ax! 1 0£ ::z·ou are to bo::: ,<, ,,., ,~ odr d fci ==-the 

~:rn¥t0·rk and co~, u .. a,n1eLy Lhat. '!. t;,; .:_ U,l..'.·s::.o::::d c-..,day. 

It takes an extra bit of dedication to do this . job. , tfJe. 

• 3'ii.l:1!:M .tlt-at It's rough -- on you and your families. nut~~ 

~ - -"--"' 0---
jsb~~necessary t~ ~ at any time in ~ N~tion's 

~~,.:,~. 
n:i:storyV Wit.nout someone willing to put :i.n Ehe long hours 1 

willing to ~~ the frustrations, and willing to :r'isJc 
. ~ . 

the c1-~n g ers. --"-'1=:.:::~ ::~n. ~s-~~7 .......-;--+ha+- :::-,u::n,e,-- C0l.lw.trv would not. .Q.~ 
-'--~~~~~~.J..D-.-t~~~\..rl:,t:""'- . - ~ 

~ £--e•, proc..p c ,-·c tx s. o.r< e~. There is no · greater gift you 

can give your ramily; yoar co::~:aunity, or your country than 

• the protection you afford.Jl0 ~ ~ -j-j_,.. • 

There h~ve been tim~s when those in the military we re 

taken for granted. It will _not happen in t.his Administration~ 

~ -t_~. a pr-o-mi-s--. We ar.c yo1ng to make sure your pay i:s 

fair and that you have the e<1ui11,;,cnt nct :00.d to <lo the job 

risht, from spare parts to new ships. 



--------------------------------- - - ----

Today, military adventurism and.subversion threaten in 

far awa:)' areas of the- world. 

United States is a -greater challenge than e'v--er, but we will 
• -

----uiee......,.,,...t- ----that - cha1-1.enge~ -- we-- are- -comfui tteat:o- abCfO-ship Navy··....::.:. 

-· 

- . - -- ---- - -----
a Navy big enough to deter aggression wherever it might 

occur. 

l.CtFriend and foe alike ~ - ~~nq_w __ that Ame-rica hi'¼s the muscle 

. to_back up its words. · And - ships, like this and men like you 

-Of- course, more th,:n--eq~-pmen-t.- -i-s--nee.-Jed;. ·-yO-l.l - deserve 

. , _you will get it. w·e are taking the - steps necessary to 

~encourage you to stick with t.he service -- because you~re 
-

ne-eded_ ~ b -- C:t'> a5ec--p • • • 3 ... h-t~ c_..2 '. ."f f P.'!' ... "3< f:: !: '!.- ::l~½-:-
______ -- +k't-lUW-J'r T.A.t'<U -r,;., 

_ _ _ _ .But -5ot.---:i:-s mo-re than moncyl i.:.~ ~eep~ . ::'ou Ol~t here_._ The 

word patria.tjsm__is de.fL.--v~d as_.. .. 1-ove for _or: d~votion to 
. - - - 1- ~~~1.~ ~-
one' s country~~ - so~ '"'" - _. ... _ _:~_ • - ...J.>.i1Y~ "1 ri i t ---:;...s 
Uut ir l~ Pl-'.o;~~;v1 

.: S-0!"""3~ r__;eg.J_ on this _ 9r!?~f: s~?P -~ <1nd _t~~C.~ - .:0.r 

~ on t.'1e Des troy er F1 etcher, the Cru:i ser Joue-t t {Jew­

·ett} and tJ1e Frigate Wadsworth as well. 

There is a new spirit sweeping Akerica, and ~•ou ?.re 

part of it .. The Navy"s p1· ide and professionalism c .,.H~_:Jaign 

is part of it; the push for qu-a-1 .i ty ny ;._:,,¢r .i can ~~r}~ers rs 

part of .it; that young Marine., Sr..:rgPant ~ / t.op"-z, and 

naval avi~to.r, Comrn...."1.wle.r Don Sh,-,_~-<.?.r ~ 'te!hO l,.x:,ul.d not. b<:>nd t.o 

their Iran~an captors, are part of it. 
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And your · country won• t f"orget that while they were held 

, bos-~age-, ycy.~ ~_re JlP-.....arhyr ready to hP--1p -- s.c--t.ting a n~ 

record for the , number of continuous days any· conventional 

_ ship has been at sea .. 

:-::- - • Your- countrymen. l--...new what t:hat meant: t.he long hours, 

the. strenuous effort~ the pain of being away from loved 
~v~ 

Yet., tbere were still those~who -rec·nlist.ed. 

~ ~ In. .his book.- :.:tb,g_ ~~idge$ __ a:t__Toko Ri. novelist James 
t/"'~c:11' ·e- • K:A/ 

Michener ~;l'iaiFrn)s :movingly of the . w})o r ought in the 

X~rean conflict .. ·· _/!e_ i;.irote-or -t-he4~ h,CJrc:-.bip a-s-·"They----S.,..~y.::,d] 
t_ 

~t: ~ 1- ·-"-~a... - .... y_..__i._o__,~ ·o-,., ....... ,.. .. _, ,....,. _ _.;..=::7 -· ·h,,.) · 7i<:J~:r '-- -L& I ..; • -JT"--., . C <.. .. ! I , ,___ ......,...,......, ,-.-...1.~.£..L :"b'O 

/1 iCJ{r:JJf!'( Wf{.:, rt: o ,=. 
In the _ book•s final scene, . .an admiral st.ana ~~on the 

--i .. -.. - ---· ·vS":;~ -J.:-,r;_ r::~t:-!,~~~nJ ~~ 
darkened _bridge of -his carrier waiting for pilots ~ . .;.ri~ 

1"'Hf C.-\(tll...<(~-~ D1;c,t< -.o nc>rtCI nn- Td~o ~t o~{o~~ 'i-- w»o µo,.._; rws.r TRY ro f ;'.~.;:; 

'rf'i-±r ~ 1e:r::re::tx':3:'F:f::n::u:n:::r1.-e 11 ta i a ah • 1 J • P :::, ·h:e n; hri-.-:~_s. 
Tb"r Oc<:..?< ,"t-Jr, ; r D .AP.•.<<H"- 1/ro:•r-,noS(; v..l'ifo µAr, suR.vi-x-n TliC f<:.o:::.K~T~ -_.~ f= ;.A~,. 

~~ ;, l ~-y-, 11 ...! 1;·.: _ a?.=s=-------h 4 c - -:r.- .i gi· 1 2 n·d \1/on d c r i n g --:-a t .--~t--..-h:-e:=-, :-cl R...--------

s e 1 fl e s s n e-s s ~ b~cc ~ - r '.;~ll f1 .:.:.._e:.:s--e-c:..--~a:~ ·tt·~t\.;_,-:----:!':t'M.~ 
- -- - - -"f(-sr,t; ."'i uvt> ? 

i t~ IR ~ durkncss t!" . . "~"11ere do we get such roen •. . . v.'a-c-....r:e=-3u---c-we 

q- 0 1:cl:i~?" 

-=--------- ' 
~-tJ-Y ur 

~~k -- in ~onder and . 
I 

-

the new -- fits the Nat.io as \,·~~ 1 

for all A,nerican~ .wht1/ say _ho 

no .Z.meri can could hC'lp '\ 
'-

question . 

as this v -..,s--:r>). 

So in 

--- --
--- - ------- ----

) 
I 



... 

Today• · -yo-u-r shi-p' s- mot-to -- spi_ri t of the old, pride of 

the new -- ti ts tlie Na f io.rY as well as ·t:n is vessel. I 
_Al"'{(;R_tv',,tVS • 

speak for all -eiti~s • when I say how proud you make 

us. ~ ln the ,,.;eeks ;ihcad, when the Connie sn-i..ls - into 

wherever you are, the 1.-e ulso is Ame rica. 

--'Vls.,•.,=--=-e--J..!* ~ :.J.. _;.'-'-.A ~ ~ 

~-c. ~~~- 7~{5'~/kR~ 
. . ~' 



~ 'fl'(c.-- (ROHRABACHER/TD) AUGUST 20, 1981 

REMARKS FOR CONSTELLATION ASSEMBLY 

GOOD AFTERNOON, PRESIDENTS 
ARE PERMITTED TO EXPERIENCE SO 
MANY THINGSJ BUT THIS DAY WILL BE 
REMEMBERED. THIS SHIPJ THE OFFICERS 
AND CREWJ MAKE ME PROUD TO BE YOUR 
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. THE DEMONSTRATION 
OF FIREPOWER AND EFFICIENCY BY THE 
AIR WING WAS IMPRESSIVE. WHAT IS 
MOST IMPORTANT IT ALSO IMPRESSES THE 
ENEMIES OF FREEDOM, 

THIS CARRIER AND ITS AIR WING 
REPRESENT THE CUTTING EDGE OF NAVAL 
POWER. 

IT TAKES AN EXTRA BIT OF 
DEDICATION TO UO THIS JOB. IT 1 s 
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ROUGH -- ON YOUR AND YOUR FAMILIES. 
BUT IT HAS NEVER BEEN MORE NECESSARY 
AT ANY TIME IN OUR NATION'S HISTORY 
THAN IT IS TODAY. WITHOUT SOMEONE 
WILLI~G TO PUT IN THE LONG HOURS, 
WILLING TO SUFFER THE FRUSTRATIONS, 
AND WILLING TO RISK THE DANGERS -­
OUR COUi~TRY WOULD NOT BE SURE OF 
CONTINUED PEACE AND FREEDOM. THERE 
IS NO GREATER GIFT YOU CAN GIVE 
YOUR FAMILY, YOUR COMMUNITY, OR YOUR 
COUNTRY THAN THE PROTECTION YOU 
AFFORD BY DOING THIS JOB. 

THERE HAVE BEEN TIMES WHEN 
THOSE IN THE MILITARY WERE TAKEN 
FUR GRANTED. IT WILL NOT HAPPEN 
IN THIS ADMINISTRATION. WE ARE 
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GOING TO MAKE SURE YOUR PAY IS FAIR 
AND THAT YOU HAVE THE EQUIPMENT NEEDED 
TO DO THE JOB RIGHTJ FROM SPARE PARTS 
TO NEW SHIPS, 

TODAYJ MILITARY ADVENTURISM AND 
SUBVERSION THREATEN IN FAR AWAY AREAS 
OF THE WORLD. PROVIDING SECURITY FOR 
THE UNITED STATES ..IS A GREATER CHALLENGE 
THAN EVERJ BUT WE WILL MEET THAT CHALLENGE, 
WE ARE COMMITTED TO A 600-SHIP NAVY --
A NAVY BIG ENOUGH TO DETER AGGRESSION 
WHEREVER IT MIGHT OCCUR, 

LET FRIEND AND FOE ALIKE KNOW 
THAT AMERICA HAS THE MUSCLE TO BACK UP 
ITS WORDS, AND SHIPS LIKE THIS AND 
MEN LIKE YOU ARE THAT MUSCLE. 
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OF COURSEJ MORE THAN EQUIPMENT 
IS NEEDED. YOU DESERVE COMPENSATION 
WORTHY OF THE SACRIFICES YOU ARE 
MAKING -- AND YOU WILL GET IT. WE ARE 
TAKING THE STEPS NECESSARY TO ENCOURAGE 
YOU TO STICK WITH THE SERVICE --
BECAUSE YOU'RE NEEDED . 

BUT YOU KNOW IT TAKES MORE THAN 
MONEY TO KEEP YOU OUT HERE . THE WORD 
PATRIOTISM IS DEFINED AS "LOVE FOR OR 
DEVOTION TO ONE'S COUNTRY" AND IT CAN'T 
BE BOUGHT. BUT IT IS PRESENT ON THIS 
GREAT SHIP -- AND ON THE DESTROYER 
FLETCHERJ THE CRUISER JOUETT CJEW-ETT) 
AND THE FRIGATE WADSWORTH AS WELL. 

-----·~··• •• - - -----
- - - --
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THERE IS A NEW SPIRIT SWEEPING . 
AMERICA) AND YOU ARE PART OF IT . 
THE NAVY'S PRIDE AND .PROFESSIONALISM 
CAMPAIGN IS PART OF IT; THE PUSH FOR 
QUALITY BY AMERICAN WORKERS IS PART 
OF IT; THAT YOUNG MARINE) SERGEANT 
JIMMY LOPEZJ AND NAVAL AVIATOR) 
COMMANDER DON SHARER) WHO WOULD NOT 
BEND TO THEIR IRANIAN CAPTORS) ARE 
PART OF IT . 

AND YOUR COUNTRY WON'T FORGET THAT 
WHILE THEY WERE HELD HOSTAGE) YOU WERE 
NEARBY) READY TO HELP -- SETTING A 
NEW RECORD FOR THE NUMBER OF CONTINUOUS 
DAYS ANY CONVENTIONAL SHIP HAS BEEN 
AT SEA. 

YOUR COUNTRYMEN KNEW WHAT THAT 
MEANT: THE LONG HOURSJ THE STRENUOUS 

= 
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EFFORT., THE PAii~ OF BEii"~G AWAY 
FROM LOVED O~ES. YET., THERE WERE 
ST I LL THOSE AMOi~G YOU WHO REE!~ LISTED I 

IN HIS BOOK., THE BRIDGES AT 
TOKO RI., NOVELIST JAMES MICHENER 
WROT~ MOVINGLY OF THE ME~ WHO 
FOUGHT I~ THE KOREAN CONFLICT, 

I~ THE BOOK'S FINAL SCENE., 
MICHENER WROTE OF AN ADMIRAL STANDING 
ON THE DARKENED BRIDGE OF HIS 
CARRIER WAITING FOR THE PILOTS WHO 
HAD FLOW~ OFF THE CARRIER'S DECK 
TO BOMB THE TOKO RI BRIDGES AND WHO 
NOW MUST TRY TO FIND THAT DECK I~ 
THE DARK OF I~ I GHT -- THOSE WHO 
HAD SURVIVED THE ROCKETS Al~D FLAK. 

-- - -
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WOi~DERii~G AT THEIR SELFLESSNESS., 
ALONE IN THE DARKNESS HE ASKS 
ALOUD I I I "WHERE DO WE GET SUCH 
Hl:Jn" 

WELL YOU ARE THE ANSWER TO 
THAT QUESTIO~. THEY CAME AS YOU 
HAVE COME -- FROM CITIES AND TOWNS., 
VILLAGES Ai~D FARMS -- PRODUCTS OF 
THE FREEST SOCIETY MAi'~ HAS EVER 
KNOWi~ I 

WHAT YOU A1~D I SEEK TOGETHER 
IS PEACE AND BY DOING WHAT YOU ARE 
DO I l~G YOU HELP I l~SURE PEACE -- YOUR 
PRESEi~CE HERE SAYS TO Ai~Y POTEl~TIAL 
EiffMY -- THE PRICE OF AGGRESSION IS 
HIGHER THAN HE CA~ AFFORD. 

TODAY., YOUR SHIP'S MOTTO -­
SPIRIT OF THE OLD., PRIDE OF THE · 
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NEW~- FITS THE NATION AS WELL AS 
THIS VESSEL, (PAUSE FOR BILL 
SIGNING DESIGNATING COMMODORE JOHN 
BARRY DAY I) 

I SPEAK FOR ALL AMERICANS 
WHEN I SAY HOW PROUD YOU MAKE US, 
IN THE WEEKS AHEAD} WHEN THE CONNIE 
SAILS INTO THE WESTERN PACIFIC} 
REMEMBER WHEREVER YOU AREJ THERE 
ALSO IS AMERICA. 

MEN OF THE CONSTELLA TI Oft IT 
HAS BEEN AN HONOR TO BE WITH YOU, 
THANK YOU AND GOD BLESS YOU. 
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VISIT TO CONSTELLATION -- HELCOMING ·REMARK~ 

CAPTAIN BROOKS AND CREW OF THE 
CONSTELLATION THANK YOU FOR EXTENDING 
ME THIS OPPORTUNITY. THIS SHIP 
REPRESENTS A POWERFUL FORCE IN AN 
UNCERTAIN WORLD AND WE ALL SLEEP A 
LITTLE BETTER AT NIGHT KNOWING YOU 
ARE ON DUTY. EVERYTHING WE AS 
AMERICANS HOLD DEAR IS SAFER BECAUSE 
OF WHAT ALL OF YOU ARE DOING. 
I'D LIKE TO ESPECIALLY GREET THOSE 
WHO WI LL BE IN THE .l\ IR DEPARTMENT,, 
THE COMBAT DIRECTION CENTER,, IN 
ENGINEERING AND COMMUNICATION LATER 
ON. ALTHOUGH YOU WON'T BE WITH US 
LATER,, YOU ARE CERTAINLY NOT FORGOTTE~ 
THE ENGINEERING UNIT,, I UNDERSTAND, 
FACES A MAJOR RECERTIFICATION 
EXAMINATION TOMORROW AND THE 
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SEPTEMBER READINESS EVALUATION 
IS ALSO RAPIDLY APPROACHING. 
THESE ARE TWO OF THE MAJOR CHALLENGES 
FOR WHICH YOU'VE BEEN PREPARING, 
AND I'M CONFIDENT YOU WILL COME 
THROUGH WITH FLYING COLORS. 
SO FOR THOSE WHO WILL BE STANDING 
WATCH, MY VERY BEST WISHES. AND 
FOR THE REST OF THE OFFICERS AND 
CRE~L I LOOK FORWARD TO MEET I NG 
YOU AND GETTING TO KNOW MORE ABOUT 
THE JOB YOU ARE DOING, AFTER ALL, 
THIS IS QUITE AN EXPERIENCE FOR AN 
EX-HORSE CAVALRYMAN. I WISH ALL 
ABOARD A GOOD CONNIE DAY. 
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