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May 30, 1984
2:00 p.m.

_ PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: POINTE DU HOC
. - WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 1984

We are here to mark that day in history when the Allied
armies joined in battle to reclaim this continent to liberty.

For 4 long years, much of Europe had been under a terrible
shadow. Free nations had fallen, Jews cried out in the camps,
millioné cried out for liberation. Europe was enslaved, and the
world prayed for its rescue. Here, in Normandy, the rescue
began. Here the West stood, and fought against tyranny in a
giant undertaking unparalleled in human history.

We stand on a lonely, windswept point o; the northern shore
of France. As I speak, the air is soft and full of sunlight.

But 40 years ago at this moment, the air was dense with smoke and
the cries of men, the air was filled with the crack of rifle fire
and the roar of cannon. At dawn on the morning of the 6th of
June, 1944, 225 American Rangers jumped off a British ianding
draft and ran to the bottom°of these cliffs. Their mission was
one of the mést difficult"apd daring of the Invasion: to climb
these sheer and desolaté cliffs and take oat the enemy guns. The
Allies had been told that the mightiest of those guns were here,
ahd they would be trained on the beaches to stop the-Allied'
adﬁance.

The Rangers looked up and saw the enemy soldiers at thé edge
of the cliffs shooting down at them with machine guns and
throwing grenades. And the American Rangers began to climb.

They shot rope ladders over the face of these cliffs and they

began to pull themselves up. And when one Ranger would fall

another would take his place, and when one rope was cut a Ranger
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would grab another and begin his climb again.~ They climbed and
--“shot back and held thei; footing; and in time the enemy pulled
back; in time the Rangers held the cliffs; and soon, 6ne by one,
the Rangers pulled themselves over the top - and in seizing the

firm land at the top of these cliffs they began to seize back the
.qontinent of Europe. |

Forty yearé ago as I speak they were fighting té'hold these
cliffs. They had radioed back and asked for reinforcements.

They were told: There aren't any. But thé& did not give up. It
was not 1in themlto give up. They would not be turned back; they
held the cliffs. )

Two hundred twenty-five came here. After a day of fighting
only 90 could still bear arms.

I-stand here today before the survivors of that battle.
These are the boys of Pointe du Hoc. These are the men who took
tﬁe cliffs. These are the champions who helped free a continent;
these are the heroes who helped end a war. .

Gentlemen, I look at you and I think of the words of Stephen
Spender's poem. You are men who in youfb"lives fought for
life . . . and left the vivid air signed with (your) honor."

And I think I know what you're thinking right now. You're
thinking, "But we were just part of é bigger effort, and everyone
was brave that day." .

Everyone was. The heroism of all the Allies of D-Day was
'bouﬁdless, but there was another quality to it, not only of size
but of spirit.

Do you remember Bill Millin of the 5lst Scottish

Highlanders? Forty years ago today, British troops were pinned
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down neér a bridge outside Caen; They were waiting desperately
u:fqr reinforcements, when suddenly they heard the sound of
bagpipes wafting through the air. Some of them thought it was a
dream. But they looked up, and there was Bill Millin with his
bagpipes, marching at the head of the reinforcements, ignoring
the smack of the bullets into the sand around him. Lord Lovat
was witﬁ him -- Lord Lovat of England, leading his commandos.
When he got to the bridge Lord Lovat calmly announced, "Sorry I'm
a few minutes late." BAs if he'd been delayed by bad weather or a
traffic jam. When in truth he'd just come from the bloody
‘ fighting on Sword Beach, which he and his me; had just taken.

There was the young Frenchman, Michel de Vallavielle, who
had been confined by the Germans in his home. When the Invasion
bégan he defied the enemy patrols, broke the curfew, and ran to
the beach to tell the Allied troops where the enemy guns were
.hidden. F

There was Lieutenant C?lonel Benjamin Vandervoort of the All
American 82nd Airborne, who_broke his leg when he parachuted on
to French soil. So he commandeered a smali farm cart and ordered
his men to wheel 'him on to the battlefield.

There was the impossible valor of the Poles, who‘threw'
' thémselves between the enemy and the rest of Europe as the
Invasion took hold. And the unsurpassed courage of the
Canadians, the only troops who knew exactly what they would face
when they hit the beaches. Two years before, their countrymen
had been slaughtered at Dieppe. They knew what awaited them
here, but they would not be deterred, and once they hit Juno

Beach they never looked back.
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The men of Normandy were part of a roll call of hbnér, with

- names- that spoke of a pride as bright as the colors they bore:

the Royal Winnipeg Rifles, Poland's 24th Lancers, the Royal Scots
Fusiliers, the 2nd Ranger Battalion, the Yeoﬁen of England's
armoured divisions, the forces of Free France, the Régiment

de Chars de Combat, the Screaming Eagles . . . |

What inspired the men of the armies that met hefe? What
impelled them to put all thought of self-preservation behind, and
risk their lives to take these beaches and Lold these cliffs?

It was faith and belief; it was loyalty and love. It was
faith that what they were doing was right, f;ith that they fought
for all humanity, faith that a just God would grant them mercy on
this beachhead -- or the next. It was the deep knowledge (and
pray God we have not lost it) that there is a profound moral
difference between the use of force for iiberation and the use of
férce for conquest. They were here to liberate, not to conquer,
and so they did not doubt their cause. B2And they were right not
to doubt.

They knew that some things are worih dying for -- that one's
country is worth dying for and that democracy is worth dying for,
because it is the most deeply honorable form of Government ever
devised by man. They loved liberty énd they were happy to fight ‘
tyranny. And they knew the people of their countries &ere behind
them.

' The Americans who fought here that morning knew that word of
the Invasion was spreading through the darkness back home. And
theyiknew in their hearts, though they could not‘know in fact,

that in Georgia they were £filling the churches at 4 a.m., and in
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Kansas fhey were kneeling on their porches and praying, and in
~-~"Philadelphia they were ;inging the Liberty Bell.

Something else helped the'men of D;Day. It was the’rockhard
beiief that Providence would have a great hand in the events that
would unfold here; that God was an ally in this great cause.

And, so, the night before the Invasion, when Colonel Wolverton
asked his parachute troops to kneel with him in prayer he told
them: Do not bow your heads but look up so you can see God and
ask His blessing in what we are about to do. And in another part
of England that night General Mathew Ridgeway tossed on his cot

" and talked to his God and listened for the p;omise made to
Joshua: "I will not fail thee nor forsake thee."

These are the things that impelled them; these are the
things that shaped the unity of the West. And with that unity
the West could not be stopped.

When the war was over there were lives to be rebuilt and
gbvernments to be returned to the people -- there were nations to
be reborn and above all, there was a new peace to be assured.
These were huge and daunting tasks. But the Allies summoned
strength from the faith and belief and loyalty and love of those
who fell here. And they rebuilt a new Europe togethef.

' There was first a great reconciliation, not only of those
who had been enemies in the war, but also of those nations thch
had been torn for centuries by rivalries of territory and
religion and power. Those rivalries were interred on these
beaches.

Inspired by the gallantry of the men who fought the war, the

United States created the Marshall Plan to help rebuild our
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allies and our former enemies. The Marshall flan led to the
-~ Atlantic Alliance -- a great alliance that functions to this day
as a shield for democracy and for prospérity.

In spite of our great efforts and our great successes, not

all of what followed the end of the war was happy, or planned.
‘Spme of the countries that had been liberated were iost. The
great sadness of that fact echoes down to our own tiﬁe in the
streets of Warsaw, Praque, and East Berlin. The Soviet troops
that came to the center of this continent d&d not leave when
peace came. Théy are there to this day, uninvited, unwanted, and
unyielding almost 40 years after the war. )

Because of this, Allied forces still stand on this
continent. But our armies are here only to protect and defend
democracy -- and never to take land that is not ours. The only
land we hold is the graveyards where our heroes rest.

" We in America have learned the bitter lessons of two world
wars: that it is better to be here and ready to preserve and
protect the peace, than to take blind shelter in our homes across
the sea, rushing to respond only after freedom has been lost. We
héve learned that isolationism never was and never will be an
acceptable response to tyrannical governments with expansionist
intent. '

But we try always to prepare for peace. That is th we
maintain our defenses and that is why we have tried to negotiate
the reduction of arms.

In truth there 'is no reconciliation we would welcome more

than a reconciliation with the Soviet Union, so that together we

can lessen the chance of conflict, now and forever.
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I fell you from my heart that we in the United States do not
ufwant'war. We want to w%pe from the face of the Earth the
terrible weapons man now has in his hanas. I tell you we are
reédy to seize that beachhead -- but there must be some sign from
the Soviet Union that they are willing to move forward, that they
share our desire and love for peace, that they will give up the
ways of'conquest. There must be a changing there that will allow
us to turn our hope into action.

We will pray forever that some day that changing will come.

But for now -- and particularly today -- it is good and fitting

14

- for us to renew our commitment to each other; to our freedom, and
to the alliance that protects it.

We are bound still by what bound us 40 years ago, bound by

- . the same loyalties, traditions and beliefs. We-are bound by
reality: The strength of America's allies is still vital to the
future of the United States. And the American security guarantee
is still essential to the continued freedom of Europe's
democracies. The Allies of 40 years ago are allies still. Your
destiny is our destiny, énd your hopes are” our hopes.

Here, in this place where the West stood together, let us
make a vow to our dead. Let us show them by our actiéns that we
understand what they died for; let our actions say to them the

- words for which Mathew Ridgeway listened: "I will not fail'thee
nor forsake thee."”

Strengthened by their courage, heartened by their valor and
borne by their memory, let us continue to stand for the ideals

for which they lived and died.

Thank you all very much.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

o ' SECRET WASHINGTON 2838

April 16, 1984
ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT - | T

FROM: ROBERT C. McFARLAN
SUBJECT: Your Trip;to Europe -- Annotated Agenda
Issue | . e

. |
To acqualnt you at an early stage with the themes and objectlves
of the major events. of -your v131t to Europe in June.

Facts

.>Dur1ng the recent ‘advance trlp to Europe, the NSC- staff worklng

- closely with Mike Deaver's people, the Speechwriters, and State

- Department- prepared.an annotated. agenda.for your. forthcomlﬁg trlp
to Europe whlch is attached.at Tab A for your review,

While we are still in the mldst of heavy briefing for China, we P S
‘-.thought you might. wish.to.get a.guick review of some of the themes _
of your European trip, which w111 take place one month follow1ng -

. your trip to Chlna. -~ S

The Department of State concurs with this package.

~ Recommendation - -~ ~- 7 ~1r3~?f T R
.-OK  No.. .. . it ey et e e e
'19;fﬁjgiZﬁzj'gL:}z That you revmew the attached annotated agenda and ’ffl
S approve the themes. 1dent1f1ed . . C
Attachment: L
Tab A Annotated Agenda . """ prepared by:
- ‘ R . cw . ... William F. Martln .o G- -
T - Catherlne A Torgerson e
(~* SECRET ; o - B
Declassify on: OADR cc Vice President .
Mike Deaver L
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L - - E : - - 2838
MEMORANDUM o o
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

M : | - : o Api-illo,_1984

ACTION

| MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. . MCFARTANE
FROM: . WILLIAM F. MARTTES P

SUBJECT: - Annotated,Agenda for Europe*

Attached at Tab I for your 51gnature is a memorandum for the T
President forwardlng an annotated agenda for -his trip to Europe
(Tab A). This agenda was closely coordinated with the Speech-
writers, Advance Office, and the Department of State. It has also
benefited from an extensive review by the NSC staff, partlcularly
Peter Sommer) Ty-Cobb Roger-Rdblnson,mand,Doug McM1nn”'

~.-:. B T AT el
e, .

Ty :
Whlle we are currently in the mldst of preparlng for'Chlna,“
should not lose sight of the.fact that-:the European visitiis less
than two months away. ' As we have experienced with the: Pre51dent'
~recent visits: to Japan' and ‘Korea, -and now with his forthcoming ™sss:
tIlp -to Chlna, ‘an annotated agenda is a critical coordinating tool
in -ensuring effective preparations by all agencies involved.  Once
the President has. approved the approach we will prepare a’ .. i
Kimmitt-Hill memorandum for transmission to State. Thls should

. be done prJ.or t% the trip to China. . L.

,n“.-» R T AL . .. 3T

é%”ﬁ' - 'Dﬂ\&;? f~'»_ . -7
oblnson, Doug McMinn, -and Gag; L :

. Peter Somm@% Ty Cobb, Rog
"7“1 Slgur-concur-" = A

Dlsapprove

S . -«.'l'

Attachments R ::”~“"'_- o T -

' Tab T S Memorandum for the Pres1dent o ".;:1:;" B ji';
. . Tab A - - Annotated AgendaAf~':' L
SEC | Lo R '

N

classify on: OADR
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[

THE PRESIDENT'S TRIP TO EUROPE

THE SETTING

~

e The President's leadership in the Summit process has grown
steadily since Ottawa in 1981. He has exhibited
consistency and resolve in advancing a common Allied
approach to key economic, trade, financial and security
objectives and transformed the uncertain atmosphere
.surrounding Versailles into a display .of unity at
Williamsburg.

e AA7By June; "the President 'will also have made’ two trips to’

- East Asia within a period of six months visiting Japan,
Korea and China. This represents a dramatic demonstration
. of our interest in strengthenlng our overall relations
with ‘the Pacific community of nations, . opening new avenues

- of cooperatlon.w1th a new center ‘of global.economlc & : .
f?act1v1ty,1and enhanc1ng the.prospects for'peace and DT

’ prosperlty 1n the reglon. . T

T L@ Thus the stage»ls set for a very successful trlp by the
':jﬁg .. iwm.- -~ ":President. to.Europe.. -It: 51gn1f1es a return to our.=wroots -
' ) and a reassertion of US interest in a strong and viable
= : Europe. 'In addition, the President can use this
' opportunlty to explaln further the importance herattaches
to improving ties w1th the Sov1et Union.
e “The séttings for the v151ts are colorful and dramatic.”
' ' ' The return home to Ireland, the remembrance of Allied
e wt ... . ,sacrifices-forty. years-befare'in. Normandy, . and the -~ .» . woie
o .. s twei- . ‘historic splendor .of London provide the ‘President with .an i.:.
el o idealvbackdrop. for hist themes of Peace: and prosperlty and’" :
' - : the importance of Allied support and cooperation in the
’achlevement of both. -

, @ Desplte optlmlsm about contlnued world economic recovery
. .and Allied relations in generzl, the President will again
.. -face questions and some criticism of US policies. The
"deficit, interest and exchange rates, trade disputes and
protectionism, the US stance on the Middle East and
..Central Amerlca, reélations with -the-Soviet Union and’ arms -
. "control., will be on the ‘minds of: hxs seven Summlt .

i . ..’counterparts.. -At- thé same time, there has béen over the-
past year an important convergence of US and European
views on economic policies, on East-West issues, and on
basic Summit issues to which we should point and on which
we want to build.
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OBJECTIVES

° Advance American foreign policy objectives. Reconfirm our
commitment to close Allied cooperation on political and
economic issues throughout the world, including European
economic .recovery, a strong NATO, a democratic Central
America, broader relations among Pacific Basin countries,
and enhanced cooperation between the democracies of the
Pacific, Europe and the Americas.

) Recommitment to the "spirit of Williamsburg." Build upon
the momentum of past Summits to achieve sustained
non-inflationary growth, reduce trade barriers, move

. toward a new trade round, and strengthen the consensus on
East-West economlc relations.

@ . Reaffirmation of the role of the United States in' leading .
" world recovery. Call attention to the strength of the
American economy and its positive impact in spreading
econom1c growth to the rest of the free world. .

B Bolster Allled cooperatlon in “key areas.’ Pledge to work

prepared, if there 'is an Allied consensus, to broaden p"
‘cooperative efforts with initiatives such as- '
. counterterrorlsm, .the manned-space program and the -

-:development of -an approach to deal with a crisis 1n=the
Per51an Gulf. S : :

CREVRP

e . 'Reafflrmation}of3clo§e.relations-with Ireland. Stress
American-Irish cultural and historical ties, mutual
support of freedom and democracy, the 1mportance of
‘Eurcopeari integration (Ireland will assume the EC-
Presidency less than'a month after the visit), Atlantic'

e eveiwu.w- ., solidarity, and. the necessity for a peaceful,. democratlc.,

e “ﬁlAgh;naa.'solutlon.to the problem of Northern Ireland. ..;7 St

o 3 - . . e e B . el
~ (A . P L P ‘4‘. - .. v Sen Tz

o Focus on Normandy as a landmark 1n the transatlantlc
relationship. Pay tribute to the Americans and other
Allies who gave their lives in the fight for liberation

. and link the events at Normandy forty years ago with the
- ) reconciliation of former adversaries and the establlshment
.- of the current perlod of unprecedented peace and '

-~ prosperity to Europe, based on the continued and
continuing US commitment to the security of Europe.

PR . PR AP e .l . Lo o . - . o, .. -
- « . 1 * L N T P W D .
.. . v e . T - ‘. = . > o " - . >

- . P . e " e « ® *a - R "at .« o, - - . « e

for the-continued strengthenlng-of the—Alllance.and:be R e
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AGENDA

Friday, June 1

8:20 p.m. Remarks on Arrival. (Shannon Airport; met by Prime
Minister Fitzgerald -- five minutes hlghllghtlng

close bonds between Ireland and the US)

Saturday, June 2

4:30 p.m. Speech at University College in Galway. (Ten-.
minute remarks. Audience will be representational
cross-section of community.) Focus should be on

- Galway, an historic port village -celebrating its
500th anniversary. The President will be made an
honorary citizen, receive the keys to the city and
"be ‘presented with. an honorary doctorate from the -~
Unlver51ty. The speech should emphasize the im-
portant bonds between the US and Ireland from the
mlcro to the macro. Recommended themes.'

S n4-§Q:Tribute to! West,Ireland° nghllght 500th
LT TW TSt -annlversary sof. Galway- ‘The ‘University - .

. .+ . _ College' s*fbundlng in the mid-1800's c01nc1des
.7 ¥ "with the potato famine and the first wave of

o -'~Q§gemlgratlon ‘whereby people sought new lives in .. -
-+ the_New:World,-including- the President's . - .. .-
'“great~grandfather. . :

S e Importance of Immrgratlon-' Empha51ze the ,
.- - economic and cultural ties and personal bonds
. _between the. President and other Irish '
- . Americans and Ireland-'lmportance of Irish
i Americans to United States and the ‘importance .
Yeocee -0 7 e of Americans to. Ireland: today-.through- tourism, n-wg4
. ‘gﬂggvﬁﬁ;fgugrnvestment, technology flow,,-and.job.creation.. -..
srlely U7 % UEmphasize’ cultural ties with (Irish d@athork, o -
. -+ poets, and playwrights; songs and mu51c1an5"
and frlendshlps between c1tlzens. ’

—_— 'fImportance of Shared Values: Reafflrm

» democracy; religious freedom and. ‘rights of .- -
‘manj-common aspirations for world peace and

‘prosperity; importance of tolerance and re—--
jectlon of v1olence. )




Sunday, June 3

1:10 p.m. Ballyporeens (Reagan ancestoral home. The
President will attend a short church service,
meet with the local clergyvman, visit the
Ronald Reagan Pub, view a cultural performance,
and make short remarks.) Remarks should focus
on returning to his roots and importance 42

" million Americans attach to their ancestry,
and shared values such as self-reliance, prlvate
‘initiative, and hard work. President could say
he wants his grandchlldren and great-grandchildren
to v151t Ballyporeen 1n a-free and prosperous
Europe.

14320 b:m:'%  1-Arr1ve Dublin -

Courtesy Call on President Hillary: (30 minutes)

Once -an active pollt1c1an and former Prime
"Minister, Hillary now sérves as a constitutional:
‘president-with;no.: governmental respon51b111t1es.. e T

=+ He' was’ instrumental. in gétting Ireland: to ]01n
the EC and has recently visited Chlna"' )

_'.

D . 5 iiState Dlnner in Dublln Castle: (3-m1nute,toast

w .=~ . < %o Hillary. In addition to being the formalz ﬁ»3-

- N - . venue for State visits, Dublin Castle is also the

S . 7 7 77 site of the New Ireland Forum.) Theme of toast -’
- - -#7 could be:tribute to all people of good will who-

) - "7 7 are trying to find peaceful solutions to world .
. L . . . _.problems. The President should call attention
T T """to Ireland's culturadl, .religious, political; and
; * economic contributions.. Ireland's involvement with.
R IR S S P =«y.a-;.1nternatlonal organazatlons, -such:-as-EC and [UN; :
felep e L-wayloeas. Ipeland’s unique position:- between,Europe and the R
:ajlz«g,’Jef~-;”‘{53;k~Un1ted States-?.ia,a.,y el TEETOT - : .”;'fﬁ~ o

[ ‘.‘x, .

: *-_ ,_"." .. .
o .. B . B E . .' b .

“;Meetlng w1th Fltzgerald- The major topic will - .
~omen  11kely Be~the.1mpllcatlons of the New Ireland Forum -
"~ ' Report-(on future of Northern Ireland), which will
. likely be released in April. Fitzgerald may ‘ask
. el Lt ] -~ .- .. . about.US forelgn pollcy positions and raise current ..

e . - ' . European economic issues .and concerns-with an eye j o
"*fo -the "Summit. -Ireland assumes the EC Pre51dency

/'; . on July 1, and Fitzgerald may want to review US-EC
o - . trade problems as preparatlon for that responsx— B

blllty-.'
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Speech to Joint Session of the Parliament. (20
minutes; about 200 people will attend.) The
President's most important speech in Europe;
should be a major foreign policy address. It
should be upbeat.. Irish are most concerned about
the state of US~Soviet relations and their vul-
.nerable position in East-West relations. The
speech should emphasize broader East-~West rela-
tions, peace, arms control, and the robust nature

and promise of the economic recovery. In addition,

the President can present his views on present US-
European relations and prospects, and look forward
to the future with a sense of purpose and confi-
dence. Some major themes should include:

_ 2- " yS-Ireland: &an important iélatiénéﬁiﬁ in the

past and a thriving future together. Given

the youth of -Irish population (average age is
. 25), place emphasis on reaching out to post- -

WWII generation. ' Key‘contrlbutlon of Ireland
—-'1t5'youth ‘and- vigor. ..One-way flow af the"

. way flow today —--. in investment, trade,. and

. dom-of the individual, free enterprisejiand
the famlly- Importanee-of finding peaceful,

.. negotiated solutlons to confllcts, 1nclud1ng
'the'Northern Ireland 1ssue.

L . . E
. VT 2 e

- T : .«: - N .

E - o o

:Ar_-¢J_zUSfEurope° The problems fac1ng Europe are not .

easy: unemployment, partlcularly among ‘the
youngj industrial restructuring which is

; :perity.. ~Ttis. .essential- that -we honor -the’,

“ " commitment made’ at Williamsburg and’ 'stay the
" course of free trade and breéak down barriers °
.to open trade. America is contributing.by .
~getting our own economic house in order lead-

" . "ing to robust economic recovery worldwide. -

- The ‘Atlantic Alliance -is alive and well; the -

*kgj'eﬂla T " economic and military strength of the West:

‘provides a basis for improved relations with
. the East.  The need for closer cooperation

Y BN
> g e -

*ee

.~

tourism. * Importance of values which we share - .
.+ “from- our common experience:.. democracy, free--> " .7

last’ century-has- developed into & healfhy two-5:x~h

- necessary for 2Llst- century-economie pros—- s 7 0 ¢

HE B -among :-industrialized nations ‘(including: Japan) < .-

promote regional order, and- cope w1th ‘global -
_debt/developmenf problems.

LT _4-.,-.\... - — e 23w - N,

..-'to. maintain ‘deterrence;, comhat. protectlonlsm,='
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- East-West Relationship: Stress our readiness
. for improved East-West relations and what we

have done/offered to bring this about. We are
willing to do our part to build a realistic
relationship -- which will benefit not only
those in the US and USSR, but people every-
where. Note Irish role with the United States
in the Non-Proliferation Treaty in 1963. We
share.  these views today. The arms control
policy of the US is not window dressing -- we
are deeply dedicated not only to stopping the

increase, but to total elimination of nuclear
arms. - - SRR

Recrprocal Lunch- (US Ambassador s re51dence°
three-minute toast).. The President will host.

this event as a thank you for the State Dlnner
the previous night.

Departure Statement" (brlef remarks) A summary
f.of,hls visit. - STt

=y .p-"-

g
.':Z'i .

' Telev151on Interv1ew~ : (Could be either one inter-— -~
,v1ewer or'questlons from & cross- sectlon of Brltlsh

4—’V'Key economic questlons may 1nclude the US
. budget deficit, unemployment 1eVels in OECD :
g ““?ﬂV*yﬁeconomles, cooperatlve -actions .needed- by - Rt
. ng=gﬁo;;ﬂ:;;a5-;g§§3*45umm1t countr1es to. sustaln non—lnflatronary~“--3;q
TR '""L';”',f"growth° trade ‘issues, - partlcularly‘what-do ds oL
P "~ - ' about rising protectidnism; ‘and how to- con-f~?’ -
o . . .+ tinue successfully to manage. international = "~
_ 'debt problems, based on the Wllllamsburg
~ . .ounderstandings. Cite strong US economic
recovery which is- leading the world out.of. 7 )
T ”,ﬁnrece551on., Recall the Williamsburg Summlt as ..
P - "a.benchmark in the turnaround of world A
) : : , . economic performance. On trade, urge con-—
S SCooerlT o . LT L. tinued resistance’ o protectionist-tendencies.

“i L. ¢ow .-} 1 .. and support. for a, new round of multllateral
P S o trade talks- :
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Politically, paramount attention will be
focused on East-West relations, the Middle
East, and Central America. On East-West
relations, the President should emphasize
his effective defense posture which has
allowed the US to negotiate from a position
of equality on these crucial arms control
negotiations. Stress importance of Western

- arms control initiatives and readiness for

improved East-West relations.

On Middle East issues, stress that America

remains firm in its search for progress
between the Arabs and the Israelis.
Accordingly, we are contlnulng our efforts.
aimed at- negotlatlons on the West Bank.. At
the same time the response should empha51ze
the commitment to Israel, affirm that we have
pursued contrary to our: critics"' claims, a

" "balanced .approach between Israel and the ‘Arab

1?states,.a5aref1ecte& in:the’ very 1arge=annua1

aid-program:- ‘for Egypt ‘and - our military: co=" lfﬁﬁﬁ%?'
operatlonFWLth Saudl Arabla, Jordan, and “ o

rstress ‘our. support:for -

' moderate center, against extremes of right or

‘left, ‘aimed at ‘establishing democratic

”ﬂ societies able to foster sustained economic

o w L.

- confident about US leadership and there

" ‘growth. - Note the importance of the CBI/

Jackson.Plan. to. .deal on-a.fresh and 1nnovat1ve
basis with" the problems which plague Central/ .
Caribbean reglon. Point toward the strategic
‘importance in-that .50:percent ‘of manpower- to“

™ relnforce'Europe would'have to’ pass through ;';fg

+Us Gulf ports. 5,' G :._uw

'~ On Transatlantic Opportunities; " (Poll data

'shows that only about 1/3 of the British feelh

 remains widespread antlpathy'towards deploy- . -
“ment of ‘INF.) - Stress substantial majority. in-

‘"Us approve of your efforts to rebuild ‘
America's, economy and strengthen the nation's
defenSes. Our- sustained@ recovery- and growth- . ..
-is. an .essential- ancher" of’prosperlty'for the .7

West’and makes easier the economlc recovery

—GEERBE——
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’;f'suItatlons and greatlyzvalues the1r~spec1a1-

~EBCREG—
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and further growth of our Allies. Moreover,
as a contribution to Europe's defense, we
have strengthened capability in Gulf -- so
vital to Europe's o0il flows. Emphasize im-
portance of arms control as a key complement
to restored military strength.

Luncheon with Queen Elizabeth and Prince Philip
(90 minutes) :

Apart from personal discussion, the President could
review East-West relations, outlook in the Middle
East, and the situation in Central America. She
will value, as well, a frank discussion of the
American. electrons and plans for .a second term..mﬁ

B11atera1 w1th Margaret Thatcher- Thatcher w111
likely raise the Summit, East-West relations, and
the Middle East. The President will want to assure
.her that he shares her. commitment to Allied con-‘

EY G nede

- East4West Relationss-- Thatcher s own 1nst1nct _
is to- ‘encourage resumptlon of serious- East—*u;xa
- West dialogue as reflected-in her. recerit v151t
to Hungary and her attendance at Andropov
. funeral. . She will be interested in prospects
- for a US-Sov1et summlt and in ways to pursue
arms control L

- s

--;:- Mlddle East- Thatcher s objectlve w1ll be to .
. persuade the President that the US has leaned )
-too far; towar& Israel at the- expense of rela—“~3~v-h

“LnntTe¢ - lationswith.Arabs, when it lis cledr that'we. rfh

’"'need ¥o “sdftern Syriah: ‘rigidity-and” enhance ;;--f‘
Jordanian flexibility. -She will Counsél re- .
newed efforts to build bridges to Arab leaders
.and offer Britain's good offices in support of
-, our fundamental’ objectives. In the absence .
“fof any. separate European . initiative we would

e expect-her  to pledge full support to the-gn?“[

Taon Pre51dentﬁs September 1, 1982 initiative.  She .
'w111 also indicate that she will be prepared

“.td be helpful -in terms of naval-relnforcements

ﬁ’"u Z_} 1n.the Per51an Gulf S S -;*}-
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- Summit: Thatcher's objective is to achieve a
personal success as chairwoman of the proceed-
ings. For her own domestic purposes, she
will want to spotlight prospects for growth,
and will be touting the UK budget adopted this
year, which has a strong emphasis on the :
supply side, including significant tax
‘reductions. Otherwise, we expect her to be

" supportive of our broad Summit objectives, in
line with her past participation in these
gatherings. ‘

Wednesday,'June 6

- “. . .. . ....Visit to Normandy: (Three sites: Point du Hocj:
S, - - .- .07 . the. American cemetery mémorial and Utah Beach. )
Normandy symbolizes the US commitment to Europe,
~ . which led directly to the Atlantic Alliance. The
o -7 .. "'President will make brief [10- 15 minutes) remarks.
o .-, _ . . .at the Point du Hotheremony to about 500 people, S
* 7 'including veteran groups-‘ This should be® ”#ﬁ:%gg
‘. emotional, .stirring; and personal. The. themes \ R
“include reconciliation of former. adversarles, how
 postwar cooperatlon has kept the peace’for the
-longest period'-in modern European history, Alllance;'-
" solidarity, and the strength of the ‘American™¥ .. .- -
- commitment to. Eurqpe- : e

2o AT :-;n:’_

Thursday; Frlday, and Saturday,

Juné¢7-9”“

/“;,;f.ﬂt‘J_qi . The London Economlc Summlt (Same format .and
NP 1' length as Wllllamsburg:) Maln focus of meetlngs
e - -will be economic issues; political issues will be
: -*&1scussed.at.meals.;~Thatcherww1ll -again stress'v'i&‘“"“ﬁ
_”f;;;~1nfbrma11ty; The: objectlve -@f the-President:will" e
LT eSO TP hé ko highTight' US. ‘economic’ recovery and- to. con-,?? RN
S SRR i‘ tlnue to be forceful on Wllllamsburg themess .=

_ . g Achleve worldAnon-lnflatlonaryAgrowth Ensure
A, 4that non—lnflatlonary growth 1s sustalned

‘a contlnued ‘commitment to open markets, and" T
a.reductlon “of domestlc.economlc rlgldltles. ”

T ':~ji.{Lf';: “Tfﬁ-—* 'Urge further trade‘llberallzatlon- Seek LTl
S UL i s s -7 wAllied .agreement ta begln ‘planning-for. a- - < ..
CE L T AL T multrlateral round of trade-llberallzlng . e
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- Stabilize world finance/debt situation.
Obtain reiteration of the Williamsburg
approach. Review the current status of the
international debt crisis, including the
delicate balance between economic adjustment
and the political/social stability of debtor
countrles.

- In1t1ate 1nternat10na1 manned space station
program. Provide the political framework . for
. : future detailed, technical negotiations. Seek
public announcement.

«

. - Political Issues., Meals and other informal
1 e occasions will be used to exchange views on
D PR global polltlcal issués; such as East—West[‘
Middle East, Persian Gulf(including energy
preparedness should Gulf 011 be curtalled),
’ etc.-h~' : -

Counter—Terrorlsm-a-Gommltment to: enhanged
1struggle against-terrorism could be- announced
assuming agreement to common action in the .
- interim in negotiations between the govern- : .
f'ments which have’ begun out51de the™ Summlt Lo s
process- : ; - :

Ceteiie . “Bllaterals.' As a past Summlts, there may’be«.wff““
B SR - opportunities’ for the President to meet privately ™

‘with some of the leaders-' The major tOplCS would
1nclude-

M . . P . s B “,; M. . . -
- . ve . - . D A . D

&0

= Germanz' Chancellor Kohl may feel a bit .: .
E e bru;sed by the“Normandy- commemoration, - desplte G
o SRR w0 its: empha51s on :reconciliationi: He will: :
CUT e TR T T T llkely continué his pish for -an American - .~ .

o - - ' gesture to improve the East-West: polltlcal | .

) climate, with a particular focus on a ‘f e

- US-Soviet Summit, and progressive arms - h
~fcontrol .- Continuation and- support of German
economlc:recovery produced,by the more :
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- France. President Mitterrand may reiterate
his support for the US role in the defense of
Europe, including our firm position on arms
negotiations. The leaders may also emphasize
the importance of continued US-French coopera-=
tion and coordination on key regional issues,

, such as Lebanon, Chad, and the Gulf. While

. ~Mitterrand will highlight the health of our-
‘relations, he may also voice disagreement with
US policy in Central America and contlnulng

. ' A _ high 1nterest rates and deficits.

- JaEan. During<the President's state visit to
Japan, Nakasone and the President discussed
. L . issues involving trade, finance, energy,-
T " seécurity. assistance, and defense. Off1c1als
‘ from both sides have been working since
November, and the two leaders will review
.. . ... their progress in these areas. The meeting -
. il " also. provides an opportunlty to encourage .
"contlnued.movement:hy-Japan toward an enhanced
contrlbutlon,to Western defense-‘

Thls event w111 prov1ae the
President with the occasion to express his - : = "7 - 7
gratltude to the members of “the American Forelgn ’ =
" Service’ for their'contribution to the life of the "~
“'natlon- Stress admiration for the dedlcatlon of -

..Foreign Serv1ce officers, .some of whom have. . -
traglcally given ‘their lives: for their" country
1n recent years 1n terrorlst and other hostlleu'

.chlldren of offlcerS'

L
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MEMORANDUM - ADD-ON

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD G. DARMAN
FROM: ROBERT M. KIMMITT s"l‘

SUBJECT: Pointe du Hoc Speech

-~

T .
e - -2
We have reviewed the latest version of the Pointe du Hoc speech

(May 25) and recommend three changes:

1. A reference to the Canadian slaughter at Dieppe should be
eliminated since many Canadians blame the British for this
disaster.

2. An addition of a short paragraph alluding to Soviet losses
in the war. This will assist us in maintaining the moral
. high ground we have secured in our public diplomacy struggle
with the Soviets.

3. Editorial changes that Bud suggested and were forwarded in
my handwritten note of May 28.

Attachment -
Tab A - Pointe du Hoc Speech (modified)
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DRAFT NOTIONAL SCHEDULE

TRIP OF THE PRESIDENT TO EUROPE

FRIDAY, JUNE 1, 1984

8:40

EDT

(L)
EDT

(L)

EDT

~SATURDAY, JUNE 2,

Marine One departs The White House.
Marine One arrives Andrews AFB.

Air Force One departs en route Shannon,
Ireland.

Air Force One arrives Shannon, Ireland.

Arrival Ceremony with brief rémarks.

--Marine One departs en route Ashford Castle.
Marine One arrives Ashford Castle.

RON - ASHFORD CASTLE

1984

3:00
10:00

3:15

3:20

.3:35

3:50
"10:50

4:45

5:00

5:15
12:15

p.m.

P.m.
a-m'.

p.m.
p.m.

p.m.
p.m.

; .jﬁ
(L)‘__,h’
EDT

(L)
EDT

(L)
EDT

@
v g‘n

WASHINGTON WORK.

Marine One departs en route Galway.

Marine One arrives Gal@ay_landing zone.

Depart en route‘Univers;ty College, Galway.
NOfE:‘ Drive-by Eyre Square.

Arrive Univefsity College, Galway.

University College Ceremony.

THE PRESIDENT makes remarks.,

e

Depart en route landing zone.

Marine One departs en route Ashford Castle.

Marine One arrives Ashford Castlz.

RON - ASHFORD CASTLE

-1 - 5/7/84 7:00 a.m.
0124A
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SUNDAY, JUNE 3,

L
hY

1984

Morning

12:10 p.m.

7:10 a.m.

1:10 p.m.

1:15 p.m.
8:15 a.m.

1:30 p.m.
8:30 a.m,

1:55 p.m.
8:55 a.m.

2:00 p.m,
9:00 a.m.
2:05 p.m.
9:05 a.m.

2:15 p.m.
9:15 a.m.

2:50 p.m.-

3:00 p.m.

10:00 a.m,

3:55 p.m.

10:55 a.m.

4:30 p.m.

- 4:35-p.m.

4:40 p.m.

11:40 a.m.

5:00 p.m.

12:00 noon

(L)

EDT

(L)
EDT

(L)
EDT

(L)
EDT

(L)
EDT

(L)
EDT

(L) .

EDT

(L)

EDT

(L)

EDT

(L)

EDT

(L)

Pasite thdustnat (L

WASHINGTON WORK.

Marine Onhe departs en route Ballyporeen.

NOTE: Fly-by Templetenny Cemetery.
Marine One arrives Ballyporeen.

Courtesy Call on Father Murphy, Church of
the Assumption of Our Lady Rectory.

Church Service, Church of the
Assumptlon -0of Our Lady.

Viewing' of Church records outside Church.

Walk to Farrell's Pub.

NOTE: Crowd situation.

Arrive Farrell's Pub,

-

Cultural Performance and-presentation from —
Town Committee, Village Sguare. -

THE PRESIDENT makes remarks.
R —— e, -
Depart en route landing Zzone. - '

K]

Marine One departs en route Dublin.

Marine One arrives Deerfield landing zone.
PRIVATE TIME: 25 mins.

Depart en route Aras an Uachtarain
(President Hillary's residence).

Arrive Aras an Uachtarain.

Private meeting with President Hillary.-

Photo opportunity Wlth Pkcg‘deut ard Mrs.

Hillary.
byctar ) Brepty

5/7/84 7:00 a.m.
01242
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Proceed to Drawing Room for tea.

5:15 p.m. (L) Depart en route tree planting site.
12:15 p.m. EDT

Tree Planting Ceremony with President

Hillary. .
5:30 pP.m. : Depart en route Deerfield. .
5:35 p.m. Arrive Deerfield. ﬂQhVUUDQA 7_, %ﬁi%@?%/\ o
. « W/
WASHINGTON WORK: 2 hrs. 5huzuza€
7:45 p.m. Depart en route Dublin Castle. :
8:00 p.m. (L) Arrive Dublin Castle.

3:00 p.m. EDT L.
State dinner hosted by Prime Minister and
Mrs. FitzGerald.

P

Toasts.,
10:30 p.m. Depart en route Deerfield.
10:45 p.m. (L) Arrive Deerfield.
pP.m. EDT

5:45
. RON - DEERFIELD

MONDAY, JUNE 4, 1984

=

’ <
-3

Morning o Working breakfast.

L

NOTE: 9:45 a.m. Mrs. Reagan
departs en route Royal College of

Surgeons.
16:55 a.m. .  Depart en route Leinster House.
11:10 a.m. - . Arrive Leinsﬁer House.
11:20 a.m., (L) Meéting with Prime Minister FitzGerald.
6:20 a.m. EDT )
. ,=' NOTE: Mrs. Reagan arrives
- T Leinster House,
12:00 noon (L) Address Joint Session of Parliament.
7:00 a.m. EDT —
-3 - 5/7/84 7:00 a.m.’

0124



12}35 i.m. Depart en route Deerfield.
12:50 p.m. Arrive Deerfield.

PRIVATE TIME: 20 mins.

1:15 p.m. Proceed to Coral Sitting Room.

1:20 p.m. Arrive Coral Sitting Room and form recéiving
line.

1:30 p.m. Proceed to Ballroom.

1:35 p.m. (L) Arrive Ballroom for Reciprocal Luncheon in

8:35 a.m, EDT honor of Prime Minister FitzGerald.

Toasts‘(peginning of lunch).

‘_’___.__-—- -
2:45 p.m. Luncheon concludes.
2:55 p.m. Depart en route Dublin Airport.
3:10 p.m. Arrive Dublin Airport.

Departure ceremony with brief remarks.

amp——

3:30 p.m. (L) .~ Air Force One departs en route London,
10:30 a.m. EDT England. ' . _
4:30 p.m. (L) ~ Air Force One arrives Lohéon, England. -
'11:30 a.m. EDT
4:35 p.m, - Marine One departs en route Winfield House,
4:50 p.m. Marine One arrives Winfield House.

WASHINGTON WORK: 45 mins,
5:35 p.m. Depart en route Kensingtén Palace.’

5:45 p.m. (L)  Arrive Kensington Palace.
12:45 p.m. EDT :

L. Official Wélcoming Ceremony.

6:00 p.m. - Proceed to Orangery for tea hosted by Prime
Minister Thatcher.
6:15 p.m. Depart en route Winfield House.
-4 - 5/7/84 7:00 a.m.

0124A
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6:25

p.m.

(L)

l:25 p.m. EDT

Evening

Arrive Winfield House.

. Private dinner.

RON - WINFIELD HOUSE

1984

TUESDAY, JUNE 5,

Morning

12:50

1:00
8:00

p.m.

p.m.

‘P.m,

p.m.
p.m.

P.m.

p-m‘.

9:00p.m.

(L)
EDT

(L)
EDT

beking breakfast.

WASHINGTON WORK

Depart en route Buckingham Palace.
Arrive Buckingham Palace.

Private Luncheon with Queen Elizabeth and

..Prince Philip.

Depart en route Winfield House.

Arrive Winfield House.

WASHINGTON WORK: 3 hrs.

NOTE: TV in i to be

possiblity of scheduling
ess reception and/or Embassy
proposed event. .

Depart en route #10 Downing Street.

Arrive $10 Downing Street.

Bilateral (one on one) with Prime Minister
Thatcher.

Reception hosted by Prime Minister Thatcher.

Working dinner hosted by Prime Mlnlster
Thatcher. -

NOTE: Approximately 12 guests, 6
from each side, will be in

ttendance.
TORST 7 =%
( f#aba
Deparft en route Winfield House.

-5 - 5/7/84 7:00 a.m.
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9:10

le

(L)

4:10 p.m. EDT

Arrive Winfield House.

RON - WINFIELD HOUSE

1984

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6,

Morning

<
12:00

7:00

3:40
3:45

9:45

- 3:30-

3:55
9:55

noon(L)

a.m.

p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

p.m.

p.m.
a.m.

EDT

(L)

. EDT

(L)
EDT

(L) .

-EDT

Fig
&
5

(L)
EDT

(L)
EDT

T

Working breakfast. ﬁ¢W éh“@%Y/

WASHINGTON WORK. &L7é4é18gybg

Marine One departé en route Normandy, France.

NOTE: Time Change is + 1 hr.

Marine One arrives Pointe du Hoc landing
zone, Normandy, France.

.

Tour of Ranger Memorial.

(afier Wiberrad )

to assembled Veterans and unveiling
of plaque commemorating Point du Hoc.

Depart en route landing zone.

Marine One departs en route Omaha Beach c -
landing zone.

Marine One arrives Omaha Beach. ‘ -
Depart en route Visitorgz-CenEer.
Arrive Visitors' Cernter.

PRIVATE TIME: 10 mins. -

Depart en route Chapel.

Afrive Chapel for{silent prayer.

Proceed to Roosevelt Brothers' Gravesite.

Arrive Roosevelt Brothers' Gravesite for
wreath/flower laying.

-6 - 5/7/84 7:00 a.m.
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4:00 p.m.

(L)

EDT.

(L)

(L)
EDT

(L)
EDT

Depart en route Visitors' Center.

Arrive Visitors' Center.

Greet President Mitterrand.

Proceed to Omaha Beach Memorial for Joint
Ceremony with brief remarks.

4:35 pm Ceremony concludes. President
Mitterrand departs.

Marine One departs en route Utah Beach.

Marine One arrives Btah Beach. "%}an fﬁk
L

Utah Beach Ceremony with six Heads of«—/ ﬁm293 MA—
State/Government (France, Belgium,
Netherlands, Norway, Canada, Great ‘Britain) s

Z~ 3 - 7) CDLéIZZCng?

Marine One departs en route London, Ehgland.

NOTE: Time change is - 1 hr.
Marine One arrives Winfield House.

RON - WINFIELD HOUSE

oo
i Q‘t
I

1984

THURSDAY, JUNE 75

Morning
Afternoon

7:25 p.m.

7:30 p.m.
2:30 p.m.

vl
o

7:55 p.m.

(L)
EDT

Working breakfast.

1]

Summit briefings.

Bilaterals.

WASHINGTON WORK.

Depart en route St. James Palace.

Arrive St. James Palace for Receptlon.
with Summit Leaders.

Photo opportunity with Prlme Minister
Thatcher.

Depart. en route #10 Downing Street.

-7 - 5/7/84 7:00 a.m.
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10:15 p.m.

10:25 p.m.
5:25 p.m.

FRIDAY, JUNE 8,

(L)
EDT

(L)
EDT

Arrive #10 Downing Street.

Working .dinner with Summit Heads of
Delegation.

Depart en route Winfield House.
Arrive Winfield House.

RON - WINFIELD HOUSE

1984

Morning

9:20 a.m,
4:20 a.m.,

9:30 a.m.
4:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
5:00 a.m.

12:30 p.m.

1:00 p.m..

8:00 a.m.

2:30 p.m.
9:30 a.m.

5:05 p.m.

5:15 p.m.

- T7:50° p m.

82 00 pP.m.
3:00 p.m.

10:15 p.m.

(L)
EDT

(L)
EDT

(L)
EDT

(L)

EDT

(L)

EDT .

(L)

EDT

Working breakfast,

Depart en route Lancaster House.

-~Arrive Lancaster House, .

Group photo with Summit Leaders.

Meeting with Summit Heads of
Delegation.

Proceed to Committee Room (US Delegation
Room) . — -

Rz -

WASHINGTON WORK: 20 mins.

Working Luncheon with Heads of Delegation.

i

Plenary Session.

Depart en roéte Winfield House.
Arrive Winfield House.
WASHINGTON‘WORK: 2 hrs, 30 mins.
Depart en route National Portrait Gallery.

Arrive National Portrait Gallery for worklng )
dinner with Summit Leaders.

Depart en route Winfield House.

5/7/84
0124A
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-

-~ '10:25 p.m. (L)
' 5:25 p.m. EDT

SATURDAY, JUNE 9,

Arrive Winfield House.

RON - WINFIELD HOUSE

1984 . )

Morning

9:20
4:20

9:30

12:30
7:30

8:15

a ..m‘
a.m,

p.m.
p.m.

p.m.

p.m.

(L)
EDT

(L)
EDT

'
(L) -~
EDT

(L)
EDT

8:30 p.m. (L) .
3:30 p.m. EDT

10:45

p.m.

A .
Y oras

Leaders. 4 : '

Working breakfast.

Depart en route Lancaster House.

Arrive Lancaster House.
Meeting with Summit Heads of Delegation.

Proceed to Committee Room (US Delegation
Room) . i

-- WASHINGTON WORK: 20 mins.

Working Luncheon with Heads of Delegation.
Depart en route Winfield House.

Arrive Winfield House.
WAéﬁINGTON WORK: 35 minEL _

Depart en route Guild Haif.

Arrive Guild Hall for Reception with Summit

-

(1]

Joint Press Statement.

1

Depart en rodt; Winfig{ééﬁguse.
Arrive Winfield House.

WASHINGTON WORK: 3 hrs. 30 mins.
Depart en route Buckingham Palace.

Arrive Buckingham Palace for State Dinner.

Depart en route Winfield House.

-9 - 5/7/84 7:00 a.m.
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.

o

~ < 11:00 p.m. (L)

[

SUNDAY, JUNE 10,

6:00 p.m. EDT

Arrive Winfield House,

RON - WINFIELD HOUSE

1984

10:00
5:00

10:25

10:30°

10:45

10:50
5:50

1:45
2:00

a.m‘
a.m.

p.m.

(L)
EDT

(L)
EDT

EDT

Proceed to Winfield Terrace.
Meet with Embassy personnel.

THE PRESIDENT makes brief remarks.

e

Proceed to Marine One for boarding.
Marine One departs en route Heathrow Airpoft.

Marine One arrives Heathrow Airport.

.Air Force One departs en royte Andrews AFB.

Air Force One arrives Andrews AFB.

Marine One departs en route The White Houe.

‘Marine One arrives The White House.

"

- 10 - 5/7/84 7:00 a.m.
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MAY 1984

’ - L)
PRESIDENT’S EUROPE TRIP As of May 3, 1984
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY - WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
: 1 2 . -1-3 4 5
el )
First drafts ofdrish/ f
- /Normandy Major-.___
Speeches from State | r——___ .
I. \»—
\  Video Script from CIA \S;
»//'
\\\:“ l . -
LN
6 8 9 10 1 12
Other Public Bilateral Briefing
Statements from Book from State
State (to be edited
by Speechwriters)
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
T Pres. Mtg. w/Sherpa Summit Briefing NSC Revised NSC Revised President Reviews
Team Book from State Briefing Books Briefing Books to Brfg. Books
b (Bilateral, Summit) Pres/Sr. Staff
Provide Public - to McFarlane
Statements for Ss 5 S . Agency Comments
Agency Review on Public
: Statements Due
3 ' '1‘ I I
1 L1}
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Speechwriters Briefing Video from Final Form Briefing Pres. completes
provide Public CiA Materials from review of public
Statements to Pres. State statements
7LD m 60 min. NSC Briefing
on Ireland/
. Normandy (film
’ , shown)
27 28 29 30 31
Video Available for [T 3 hr. NSCBrfg. on K el T 60 min. NSCBrfg on

Sr. Staff Review

Political/Economic
agendas London
Summit

Mtgs w/Thatcher
and Nakasone

NSC Distributes
Final Brfg. Books to
Pres./Sr. Staff




PRESIDENT’S EUROPE TRIP

T

JUNE 1984

As of May 3, 1984

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2
9:00 AF1 departs
Andrews AFB
3:15 Arrive Galway
8:20 AF1 arrives 3:30 University College
Shannon, Ireland, Ceremony, Remarks
Arrival Ceremony
with Brief Remarks 5:15 Arrive Ashford
9:15 Arrive Ashford Castle
. Castle
3 _ 4 5. 6 7 8 9
1:10 Arrive Ballyporeen. {11:20 Mig. /FitzGerald at Morning:  Possible Nakasone Morning: Summit Briefing 9:30 Mtg. with Heads at
Visit Church, Pub, Leinster House 1:00 Private Lunch Mtg. . Lancaster House
3.00 la;nd Tov;n"Center 12:00 ::rﬂ'a:el:‘( Session of w/Queen Elizabeth 'gfgg g:;;fr'k:‘:‘";‘:"":)gu Hoc Afternoon: Bilaterals 10:00 Meet with Leaders '
’ f:rp[g[‘tb"i yporeen 1:30 Lun(:letllg 1/FitzGerald at and Prince Ph'“p 4;05 Omaha Beach Ceremony atLancaster HQUSE ;‘28 F\{Aég:;)'tr:gnl-g{]cc,hjlodn
4:40 Private Mtg. with 3:10 g:s;:foubﬁ:?‘ée,e_ and | Afternoon:TV Interview 4:55 3{:,'2:;?,"&:3?““ 7:30 Summit Leaders 1:00 Working Luncheon Hall, Joint Press
Pres. Hillary Remarks 6:00 Thatcher Bilateral at Ceremony., Brief Remarks Recpt. at St. James 2:30 Plenary Session Statement
. 4:30  AF1Arrives London Downing Street 6:10 Depart Normandy 8:00 Leaders Working 8:00 Working Dinner at
7:55 Dublin Castle for 6:00 Welcoming Cere. & Tea 7:30 Working Dinner 6:30  Arrive Winfleld House, Dinner at Downing National Portrait 8:00 State€ Dinner at
State Dinner, Toasts :;’;2:""9' atKensington with Thatcher tondon Street Gallery Buckingham Palce
10 1 12 13 14 15 16
10:00 Remarks to Embassy ‘
Personnel
10:30 Depart London
1:40 (EDT) AF1 Arrive
Andrews AFB
N A
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
L}
24 25 26 27 28 29 30




AN S
(Dolan/RR)

May 30, 1984
4:00 p.m.

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: OMAHA BEACH MEMORIAL REMARKS
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 1984

We stand today at a place of battle, one that 40 years ago.
saw the worst of war. Men bled and died here for a few feet or
inches of sand as bullets and shellfire cut through their ranks.
About them, General Omar Bradley later said: "Every man who set
foot on Omaha Beach that day was a hero."

Words do not do them justice. Speeches cannot portray their
suffering, their sacrifice, their heroism. President Lincoln
once reminded us that -- through their deeds —-- the dead of
battle have spoken more eloquently for themselves than any of the
living ever could, that we can only honor them by rededicating
ourselves to the cause for which they gave a last full measure of

devotion.

Today, we do rededicate ourselves to that cause. And in
this place of honor, we are humbled by the realization of how
much many have given.to the cause of freedom aﬁd to their
fellow man.

Some who survived the battlé on June 6, 1944 are here today.
Others who hoped to return never did so.

"Someday, Lis, I'll go back," said Private First Class Peter
Robert Zanatta of the 37th Engineer Combat Battalion of the first
assault wave to hit Omaha Beach. "I'll go back and I'll see it
all again. 1I'll see the beach, the barricades, and the graves.
I'1l put a flower on the graves of the guys I knew and on the

grave of the unknown soldier -- all the guys I fought with."

/"‘
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Those words of Private Zanatta come to us from his daughter,
Lisa Zanatta Henn, in an essay written about an event her father
spoke of often: "the Normandy Invasion would change his life
forever," she said.

She tells some of his stories of World War II, but says for
her father "the story to end all stories was D-Day."

"He made me feel the fear of being on that boat‘waitiné to
_land. I can smell the ocean-and feel the seaéickheés. I can see
the looks on his fellow soldiers’ faces, the fear, the anguish,
the uncertainty of what lay ahead. And when they landed, I can
feel the strength and courage of the men who took those first
steps through the tide to what must have surely looked like
instant death." -

Private Zanatta's daughter says: "I don't know how or why I
can feel this emptiness, this_fear, or this determination, but I
do. Maybe its the bond I had with my father. (I was really
lucky -- we never got tired of talking to each other.) All I
know is that it brings tears to my eyes to think about my father
aé a 20 year old boy having to face that beach.”

She went on to say how the anniversary of D-Day for her and
her family was always special; and like all the families of those
who went to war, she describes how she came to realize her own
father's survival was a miracle.

"So many men died. I know that my father watched hany of
his friends be killed. I know that he must have died inside a
little each time. But his explanation to me was 'You did what

you had to do and you kept on going.'"



Page 3

"My dad won his share of medals. He was a good soldier and
fought hard for his country. He was just an ordinary guy, with
immigrant Italian parents who never really had enough money. But
he was a proud man. Proud of his heritage, proud of his countrf,
proud that he fought in World War II and proud that he lived
through D-Day."

When men like Private Zanatta and all our allied forces
stormed the beaches of Normandy 40 years ago, they came not as
conquerors, but as liberators. When these troops swept across
the French countryside and into the forests of Belgium and
Luxembourg, they came not to take, but to restore what had been
wrongly taken. When our forces marched into a ruined Germany,
they came not to prey on a brave and defeated people, but to
nurture the seeds of democracy among those who yearned again to
be free,. _

We salute them today; we also salute those who were already
engaging the enemy inside this country -- the French
Resistance -- whose valiént service for France did so much to
cripple the enemy in their midst and assist in the advance of the
invading armies of liberation. These French Forces of the
Interior will forever offer us an image of courage and national
spirit, and will be a permanent inspiration to those who are free
and all those who would be free.

This day, we celebrate the triumph of democracy. This day,
we reaffirm the unity of democratic peoples who fought a war and
then joined with the vanquished in a firm resolve to keep the

peace from that time on.
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From a terrible war, we learnéd that unity made us
invincible; now, in peace, that same unity can make us secure.

We sought the inclusion of all freedom-loving nations in a
community dedicated to the defense and preservation of our sacréd
values. Our alliance, forged in the crucible of war, tempered
and shaped by the realities of the post-war world, has succeeded
in this end. 1In Europe, the threat has been contained. The
peace has been kept.

Today, the living here assembled -- officials, veterans,
citizens -- are a tribute to what was achieved here 40 years ago.
This land is secure. We are free. These things were worth
fighting -- and dying -- for.

Lisa Zanatta Henn began her essay with a quote from her
father, who frequently promised he would return to Normandy. She
ended her essay with a quote froﬁ herself, promising her father,
who died eight years ago of cancer, that she would go in his
place and see the graves and the flowers and the ceremonies
honoring the veterans of D-Day. She promised him, " . . . I'll
feel all the things you made me feel through your stories and
your eyes."

"I will never forget what you went through, Dad, nor will I
let anyone else forget -- and Dad, 1'll always be proud."

Through the wordsgg loving daughter -- who is here with us
today -- a D-Day veteran has given us the meaning of this day far
better than any President can. It is enough for us toAsay about
Private Zanatta and all the men of honor and courage who fought
beside him four decades ago: We will always remember. We will

always be proud.












FRIDAY, JUNE 1,

DRAFT NOTIONAL SCHEDULE

TRIP OF THE PRESIDENT TO EUROPE

1984

8:40 a.m.
8:55 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

8:20 p.m.
3:20 p.m,

8:45 p.m.

9:15 p.m,
4:15 p.m.

EDT

(L)
EDT

(L)
EDT

~SATURDAY, JUNE 2,

Marine One departs The White House.
Marine One arrives Andrews AFB.

Air Force One departs en route Shannon,
Ireland.

Air Force One arrives Shannon, Ireland.

Arrival Ceremony with brief rémarks.

-Marine One departs en route Ashford Castle.

Marine One arrives Ashford Castle.

RON - ASHFORD CASTLE

1984

3:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m.

3:15 p.m.
3:20 p.m.

3:35 p.m.
3:50 p.m.
'10:50 a.m-
4:45 p.m.
5:00 p.m.

5:15 p.m.
12:15 p.m.

(L).. %
EDT

(L)
EDT

(L)

¥

WASHINGTON WORK..

Marine One departs en route Galway.

Marine One arrivgs Galﬁéy-landing zone.

Depart en route;University College, Galway.
Nofﬁ:. Drive-by Eyre Square.

Arrive Univefsity College, Galway.

UniversityACollege Ceremony.

THE PRESIDENT makes remarks.

Depart en route landing zone.

Marine One departs en route Ashford Castle.

Marine One arrives Ashford Castiz.

RON - ASHFORD CASTLE

-1 - 5/7/84 7:00 a.m.
0124A
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SUNDAY, JUNE 3, 1984

Morning WASHINGTON WORK.

12:10 p.m. (L) Marine Ohe departs en route Ballyporeen.
7:10 a.m. EDT ‘ -

NOTE: Fly-by Templetenny Cemetery.

1:10 p.m. Marine One arrives Ballyporeen.

1:15 p.m. (L) Courtesy Call on Father Murphy, Church of
8:15 a.m. EDT the Assumption of Our Lady Rectory.

1:30 p.m. (L) Church Service, Church of the

8:30 a.m, EDT Assumptlon -of Our Lady.

1:55 p.m. (L) Viewing' of Church records ou;éide Church.

8:55 a.m. EDT .
2:00 p.m. (L) Walk to Farrell's Pub.
9:00 a.m. EDT . :

NOTE: Crowd situation.

2:05 p.m. (L) Arrive Farrell's Pub.

9:05 a.m. EDT

2:15 p.m. (L) Cultural Performance andpresentation from o

9:15 a.m. EDT Town Committee, Village SJuare. -
; A -

. --- THE PRESIDENT makes remarks.

. / . P ————————— N -

2:50 p.m. Depart en route landing zone. - ’ =

3:00 p.m. (L) Marine One departs en route Dublin,

10:00 a.m. EDT :

3:55 p.m. (L) ‘ Marine One afrives Deerfield ianding zone,

10:55 a.m. EDT
) PRIVATE TIME: 25 mins.

4:30 p.m. ' Depart en route Aras an Uachtarain
' (President Hillary's residence),
' 4:35-p.m. Arrive Aras an Uachtarain. ‘
4:40 p.m. (L) Private meeting with President Hillary.-
11:40 a.m. EDT
5:00 p.m. (L) Photo opportunity with- Pxesiéent arid Mrs.’
12:00 noon EDT Hillary.
-2 - 5/7/8j£L3qZ?%§i;.

0124A



12:35

12:50
1:15
1:20

1:30

1:35

8:35 .

2:45
2:55
3:10

3:30
10:30

4:30
11:30

4:35

4:50

5:35

5:45
12:45

p.m.
p.m.

p.Mm.
p.m.

p.m.

(L)
EDT

(L)
EDT

(L)

EDT

(L)
EDT

Depart en route Deerfield.
Arrive Deerfield.
PRIVATE TIME: 20 mins.

Proceed to Coral Sitting Room.

Arrive Coral Sitting Room and form receiving

line.

Proceed to Ballroom.

Arrive Ballroom for Reciprocal Luncheon in
honor of Prime Minister FitzGerald.

Toasts (beginning of lunch).
'ﬂ -
Luncheon concludes.

Depart'en route Dublin Airport.

Arrive Dublin Airport.

Departure ceremony with brief remarks._?

——

Air Force One departs en route London,

England.

-
—

Air Force One arrives Lohéon, England.

Marine One debarts en route Winfield House.

N

Marine One arrives Winfield House,.

WASHINGTON WORK: 45 mins.

Depart en route Kensington Palace.

Arrive Kensington Palace.

Official Wélcoming Ceremony.

Proceed to Orangery for tea hosted by Prime

Minister Thatcher.

Depart en route Winfield House.

- 4 - 5/7/84
’ 01243

7:00 a.m.



6:25

p.m.

(L)

.1:25 p.m. EDT

Evening

TUESDAY, JUNE 5,

Arrive Winfield House.

Private dinner.

RON - WINFIELD HOUSE

1984

Morning

12:50

1:00
8:00

5:45%
5:55

6:00
.1:00

7:00

7:30

p.m.

pP.m.

p.m,

P.M.

p.m.
p.m.

p.m.

p.m...

9:00p.m.

(L)
EDT

Wofking breakfast.

WASHINGTON WORK

Depart en route Buckingham Palace.
Arrive Buckingham Palace.

Private Luﬁcheon with Queen Elizabeth and

.Prince Philip.

Depart en route Winfield House.

Arrive Winfield House.

WASHINGTON WORK: 3 hrs.

NOTE: g%%_to be :
scheduled duriflg WASHINGTON WORK, -
gﬁb possiblity of scheduling
4 sTess reception and/or Embassy

proposed event. .

ré

Depart en route $#10 DoWn&ng Street.
Arrive $#10 Downing Street.

Bilateral (one on one) wlth Prime Minister
Thatcher.

Reception hosted by Prime Minister Thatcher.

Working dinner hosted by Prime Mlnlster
Thatcher.

NOTE: Approximately 12 gquests, 6
from each side, will be in

ttendance.
(ToKST 7 -5
[Nu#m
Depart en route Winfield House.

-5 - 5/7/84 7:00 a.m.
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"9:10 pgh.

4:10 p.m.

WEDNESDAY,

(L)
EDT

JUNE 6, 1984

Arrive Winfield House.

RON - WINFIELD HOUSE

Morning

Bl ot
L/ eltisens s

Working breakfast.

WASHINGTON WORK.

P
12:00 noon(L)

7:00 a.m.

2:20 p.m.

8:20 a.m.

2:30 p.m,
8:30 a.m.

2:40 p.m.
8:40 a.m,

2:55 p.m.
3:00 p.m.

3:10 p.m.

3:15 p.m.

3:20 p.m.

3:40 p.m.

3:45 p.m.
9:45 a.m.

- 3:30-p.m.

3:55 p.m.
9:55 a.m.

EDT

(L)
EDT

(L)
EDT

(L) .
EDT

(L)
EDT

(L)

EDT

Marine One departs en route Normandy, France.

NOTE: Time Change is + 1 hr.

. Marine One arrives Pointe du-Hoc landing
zone, Normandy, France.

- . L J

Tour of Ranger Memorial. }hg )
to assembled Veterans and unveiling

of plaque commemorating Point du Hoc. .

Depart en route landing Zzone.

Marine One departs en route Omaha Beach
landing zone..

Marine One arrives Omaha Beach. -

-

v

Depart en route Visitors' Center.
Arrive Visitors' Ceriter.,

PRIVATE TIME: 10 mins. -

Depart en route Chapel.

Arrive Chapel for silent prayer.

Proceed to Roosevelt Brothers' Gravesite,.

Arrive Roosevelt Brothers' Gravesite for
wreath/flower laying.

-6 - 5/7/84 7:00 a.m.
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4:00

4:05

4:lQ
10:10

6:30

1:30.

THURSDAY,<JﬁNE_7# 1984

p.m.

p.m.
p.m.

(L)
EDT

(L)
EDT

(L)
EDT

(L)
EDT

Depart en route Visitors' Center.
Arrive Visitors' Center.
Greet President Mitterrand.

Proceed to Omaha Beach Memorial for Joint
Ceremony with brief remarks.

4:35 pm Ceremony concludes. President
Mitterrand departs.

Marine One departs en route Utah Beach.

Marine One arrives ktah Beach. ,‘;}th fﬂk
‘ L
Utah Beach Ceremony with six Heads of‘—/ ﬁmqﬂg LV»

State/Government (France, Belgium,
Netherlands, Norway, Canada, Great ‘Britain)g:
.—BMMA 7)

Marine One departs en route London, Ehgland.

NOTE: Time change is - 1 hr.
Marine One arrives Winfield House.

RO& - WINFIELD _HOUSE

Morning

Afternoon

7:25 p.m.

- 7:30 p.m.
2:30 p.m.

7:55 p.m.

(L)
EDT

Working breakfast..
Summit briefings.
Bilaterals.
WASHINGTON WORK.
Depart en route St. James Palace.

Arrive St. James Palace for Receptlon.
with Summit Leaders.

Photo opportunity with Prime Minister
Thatcher.

Depart en route #10 Downing Street.

-7 - 5/7/84 7:00 a.m.
0124A
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10:15 p.m.

10:25 p.m.
5:25 p.m.

FRIDAY, JUNE 8,

(L)
EDT

(L)
EDT

Arrive #10 Downing Street.

Working .dinner with Summit Heads of
Delegation.

Depart en route Winfield House.
Arrive Winfield House,

RON - WINFIELD HOUSE

1984

Morning

9:20 a.m.
4:20 a.m,

9:30 d.M.
4:30 a.m.

10:00 a.m.
5:00 a.m.

12:30 p.m.

1:00 p.m..

8:00 a.m.

2:30 p.m.
9:30 a.m.

5:05 p.m.
5:15 p.m.

7:50 p.m.

"8:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m.

10:15 p.m.

(L)
EDT

(L)
EDT

(L)
EDT

(L)

EDT

(L)

EDT .

(L)

EDT

Working breakfast.

Depart en route Lancaster House.

-~Arrive Lancaster House. -

Group photo with Summit Leaders.

Meeting with Summit Heads of
Delegation.

Proceed to Committee Room (US Delegatlon
Room) . - =e

~—

WASHINGTON WORK: 20 mins.

Working Luncheon with Heads of Delegatxon{

Plenary Session.

Depart en route Winfield House.
Arrive Winfield House.
WASHINGTON WORK: 2 hrs. 30 mins.

Depart en route National Portrait Gallery.

v

Arrive National Portrait Gallery for worklng :

dinner with Summit Leaders.

Depart en route Winfield House.

-8 -~ 5/7/84 7:00 a.m.
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10:25 p.m. (L)
5:25 p.m. EDT

Arrive Winfield House.

RON - WINFIELD HOUSE

SATURDAY, JUNE 9, 1984

Morning

3:25

3:40
10:40

4:05
11:05

4:25
4:40

8:15

8:30°

3:30
10:45

p-m-
pP.m.
P.Mm.

pomo

p‘m.
a.m.

p.m.
a.m.

P.m-

pP.m.

p.m.

P.m.

p.m.

p.m.

(L)
EDT

(L)

(L);ly

EDT

(L)

EDT

(L) .
EDT

Wworking breakfast.

Depart en route Lancaster House.

Arrive Lancaster House.

Meeting with Summit Heads of Delegation.

Proceed. to Committee Room (US Delegation

Room) .,

-- WASHINGTON WORK: 20 mins.

Working Luncheon with Heads of Delegation.

Depart en route Winfield House.
Arrive Winfield House.

WASHINGTON WORK: 35 mins.

Depart en route Guild Haif.

Arrive Guild Hall for Reception with Summit
Leaders.. ol '

)

Joint Press Statement.

Depart en route Winfield House.
Arrive Winfield House.

WASHINGTON WORK: 3 hrs. 30 mins.

Depart en route Buckingham Palace.

Arrive Buckingham Palace for State Dinner.

Depart en route Winfield House.

-9 - 5/7/84
01243

7:00 a.m.
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©11:00
. 6:00

p.m. (L)
p.m. EDT

Arrive Winfield House.

RON - WINFIELD HOUSE

SUNDAY, JUNE 10, 1984

10:00
5:00

10:25

10:30°

10:45

10:50
5:50

1:40
1:45
2:00

a.m. (L)
a.m, EDT

a.m. (L)
a.m. EDT

p.m, EDT
plmi

p.m.

+,
BN

Proceed to Winfield Terrace.

Meet with Embassy personnel.

THE PRESIDENT makes brief remarks.

Proceed to Marine One for boarding.

Marine One departs en route Heathrow Airport

Marine Ohe arrives Heathrow Airport.

..Air Force One departs en royte Andrews AFB.

Air Force One arrives Andrews AFB.

Marine One departs en route The White Houe.

‘Marine One arrives The White House.

-
R
-
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General Jean Compagnon

The Normandy
Landings

Photographs : Hervé Champollion

and French Air Force
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Holiday beaches

‘ Langrune, Saint-Aubin, Arromanches,
these were the holiday villages of yesteryear.
We would rush there every year at Whitsun
to make sure that the wide open sea was still
there and to breathe. Perhaps liberty is no
more than a certain fullness in one’s brea-
thing, the continuous awareness of a vast
espace where energy, dreaming, the right to
be oneself can have full rein.” JEAN
GUEHENNO.

And today, the sandy beaches, the flower-
ing fields and the green woodlands of

Arromanches

Normandy evoke once more the true sweet-
ness of living in freedom. But the many
dishevelled ruins of blockhauses that once
constituted the *“ Atlantic Wall”, and the
calm and moving cemeteries dotted here
and there where 20-year-old heroes rest,
recall to mind that on June 6, 1944, along this
stretch of coastline, Europe’s door of liberty
was swung open again.

The town and port of Arromanches from Manvieux cliff.

Above Arromanches, Saint-Céme hill that separates Arromanches from the beaches of Asnelles-
Le-Hamel (** Gold ) stands at the centre of the landing zone. It is dominated by a look-out post
and a huge statue of the Virgin that stands out clearly in the photograph.
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and straightforward, more dense, air cover;
German Industrial and political strategic
objectives were near at hand and could be
destroyed more quickly, thus contributing to
the collapse of Nazi Germany. For these
same reasons, the German defences of the
Pas-de-Calais, since they were the first to be
built, were the strongest, and German reser-
ves were able to intervene in greater num-
bers and with the minimum of delay.

In lower Normandy the approach by sea
and the beaches allowed for the possibility
of a good landing. Defence works were less
advanced there. The English coast directly
opposite had a large number of ports from
which to embark. Cutting off the German
forces by bombing bridges over the Seine
and the Loire, combined with destructive

uerilla action by the French Resistance,
hould be relatively easy. These advantages
utweighed the inconvenience of a wider
lanceuvre across France that would take
»nger, but which would benefit from the

assistance of French underground forces. It
was true that the territory beyond the beaches
was wooded and therefore easily defended,
but this tactical difficulty was negligible
alongside the quality of the beaches. Lower
Normandy was chosen.

At the end of spring and the beginning of
summer the days usually are clear and long,
and the sea is calm. A landing at this time
of year would involve a satisfactory time
lapse: 9 or 10 months of preparation, and
6 months for the completion of its final
objective before the winter - Germany. The
second front was to be established in Nor-
mandy between May and July 1944.

In December 1943, General Eisenhower,
then commander in the Mediterranean, re-
ceived the supreme command for the organisa-
tion of the liberation of Europe, ‘‘ Overlord ”,
the first stage of which, the landings in
Normandy, was to be called * Neptune ”.

'he German defence
'he energy of Rommel

In January 1944 Field Marshal Rommel,
iero of the Afrika Korps, received the
:ommand of the B Army Group, charged to
lefend the coast between St. Nazaire and
{olland inclusively. He was under the orders
f Field Marshal von Rundstedt, Commander
n Chief in the West. His resources consisted
f defensive installations, forces disposed
long the coast and some reserves in the
orth west of France.

The main object of the ** Atlantic Wall ”

vas to cover all the coasts of the North Sea,
he Channel and the Atlantic with reinforced

Yegasus Bridge - the bridge at Bénouville.

concrete fortifications and accessory defen-
ces. All the preparations for an offensive in
the Pas-de-Calais, that were turned towards
England in 1940, became defensive in 1941
to protect the heart of Germany against
what would be the shortest advance. They
were therefore considerable. in Normandy,
far from being negligible, as shown by their
remains more than 30 years afterwards, they
were not yet finished. In the first place, in
the sea, in front of the beaches were mines
of different sorts whose efficacy would in
fact be minimal. On the beaches themselves
there were numerous obstacles of different

t was taken on June 6 at 0025 hours by Major Howard and his men who landed in gliders less
han 50 metres from the bridge (to the right of the photograph).

—
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types: spikes and piles of different sizes,
submerged and invisible at high tide ; square
concrete blocks 1.50 metres: high; piles or
stakes interspersed with land mines; wire
entanglements ; iron stakes and square metal
blocks ; concrete walls to stop armoured
vehicles from leaving the beach. On the
dunes defensive pill-boxes protected the
troops whose automatic arms and cannon
fire rained down on the beach. Inland,
between Caen and the stronghold of Cher-
bourg, a dozen batteries dug in and fortified
like those of St. Maclouf and Merville were
within range of the beaches and could even
hit the landing craft when still at sea.

On taking command, Rommel discovered

that there had been all manner of delays and
loopholes concerning the setting up of this
defence network: the building work was
incomplete through lack of man-power or
unwillingness on the part of the French
workers employed ; supplies of materials,
arms and mines were lacking because of
the priority given to the East front, and in
consequence of the bombing by the Allies
of factories and communication links in Ger-
many and occupied Europe, and acts of
sabotage and general harassment by the
French Resistance.

For five months, Rommel devoted all his
energy and imagination to strengthening and

—

closing the gaps in these defences. He
flooded some of the low-lying territory
(particularly to the west of Carentan) and
erected vertical spikes know as * asparagus ”’
in fields where parachutists were likely to
land. Despite all this, in June 1944 the
“Wall” was still incomplete: not enough
mines, parts were badly constructed, the
shelters were not strong enough and were
vuinerable to attack, batteries still without
guns, such as those at Ranville at the mouth
of the Orne.

Three divisions were drawn up to hold
these defences from the Orne to Cherbourg:
the 716th, 352nd and 709th. Close by
towards the west were the 243rd division, and
to the south the 91st air division and the
very strong 6th parachute regiment. Also
available were three armoured divisions, the
21st to the south east of Caen, the 12th S.S.
and the Panzer on the boundary of Normandy
and the lle de France. There were, therefore,
many troops. But they were not all effective;
with the parachutists, armoured divisions
and infantry who were well trained and
experienced, there were young recruits and
old, tired soldiers who had just returned from
campaigning in Russla. On top of this,
two of the armoured divisions could not be
engaged without the order of Hitler himself.

Where and when to repel the assault

of the Allies

Rommel calculated that the landing would
have to be repelled in the early hours and

Utah beach

actually on the beaches. With this end in
view he asked for reserve armoured divisions

in the foreground on the right the American landings museum is exactly where the German
stronghold W.5. was on June 6, held by Lieutenant Jahnke of the 3rd Company of the 919th R.l.
(709th German division). On this beach, in the centre of the photograph, directly in front of the
monument built in honour of the American 1st special engineers brigade, General Roosevelt
landed. From this point he directed the capture of the German stronghold and the advance
towards Ste-Marie-du-Mont (to the left along the road in the photograph) and towards Pouppe-
ville where he joined forces with the parachutists of General Taylor's 101st division.

(photo French Air Force)
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to take up permanent position near the
beaches. But his request was not granted for
there was a difference of opinion among the
German high command as to which tactics
to adopt for repelling the landing: either
push the enemy as quickly as possible back
into the sea, thereby sacrificing reserves
that would not be available in the event of a
second landing, or wait and be absolutely
sure that the landing was not a fake, then to
face it with all available resources and crush
definitively the troops that were supposed to
liberate Europe.

Rommel, like Hitler, believed that the
landing would take place in Normandy in
May. In the meantime, the uncertainty with

Allied preparations

There had been no major successful
landing in history up to 1944. No doubt
Churchill remembered the costly experience
in the Dardanelles in 1915 when in 1941 he
stipulated that technical surveys should be
carried out with a view to a landing. In 1943
precise and detailed plans were drawn up for
the manufacture of special equipment in
English and American ship yards.

At the technical level research was done
into fighting and transport equipement.
Procedures for support operations between
navy, air and army were drawn up, and various
types of armoured vehicle were designed for
beach fighting ;flail tanks to neutralise mines
and crush obstacles, bangalore torpedoes to
blow up other obstacles such as wire, con-
crete blocks etc. Specialist units were
created. With regard to transport, British

“ Chaos " battery

—

regard to the exact location was carefuily
maintained by the Allies: methods of decep-
tion involving the feeding of wrong informa-
tion to German Intelligence and espionage,
coupled with equal numbers of air raids
over all the occupied territories. That was
why Hitler wanted to hold on to his armoured
reserves.

Similarly Rommel could not make use of
the air force. Their numbers had been seve-
rely reduced in France by Allied air attacks,
and moreover they were wanted more
urgently towards the East. Rommel could
not enlist the help of the navy either for that
too was controlled by the German high
command.

and American industry designed and built
different types of flat-bottomed boats to
take infantry, tanks, sappers, vehicles and
guns as close as possible to the beaches.
Amphibious lorries and tanks were built.
Finally, in order to supply the battle front
and to assist with the advance, the transpor-
table sections of an artificial port were de-
signed and built, to be positioned as quickly
as possible right in the middie of the landing
zone at Arromanches.

In the second half of 1943, and more par-
ticularly after January 1944 when General
Eisenhower received the supreme command
in Europe, more and more detailed plans
were drawn up and the forces brought toge-
ther in England. These plans relied heavily
on information concerning the organisation

On the cliff north of Longues-sur-Mer, the Germans had installed a marine artillery battery
(with 152’s), able to fire over Seine Bay. Having been partially destroyed by air-raids, it was never-
theless able to open fire on Allied ships before dawn on June 6. The Ajax and the Georges
Leygues returned fire. One casemate out of four survived. On the 7th in the morning, the

battery was occupied by the British.

The remains which can still be seen give some idea of how strong the German fortifications

were.















on the British beaches. The air operations
(involving parachute jumps and glider land-
ings) were to take place from 0:30 am, and
they too were to be in successive waves,
spread out according to a detailed plan.
They were to be preceded by the arrival on
the scene of specialised commandos by
parachute or-glider.

Finally there was a special operation of
American “ Rangers ” whose objective was
to capture the Pointe de Hoc, a steep cape
looking out over Omaha beach towards the

The preliminaries to

of « D » day

The preparations for the fighting were
numerous and varied. The French had
obtained precise information on the German
installations and forces. Sometimes they
did not think twice about mounting opera-
tions in force to obtain documents and to
reply to Allied questionnaires. At night,
American and British navy launches brought
commandos who swam in to find out about
the German defences and even about their
guns, to deduce which explosives to use to
destroy them, and to examine also the qua-
lity of the sand on the beaches and how well
caterpillar tracks would perform on it. This
is what was done on the Normandy beaches,
at Omaha and at Luc-sur-Mer, but it was also
done along the whole of the French, Belgian

Utah Beach - Saint-Martin-de-Vareville
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west, and fortified by a German battery in
range ' of the beaches and the maritime
approaches to them.

On the evening of “ D day the following
should have landed on Normandy soil:
100 000 troops, supported by 1500 tanks,
5000 combat vehicles; 3000 cannon and
10 000 different vehicles ranging from jeeps
to bulldozers. The way would then be open
to the main invasion force constituting more
than three and a haif million men and women
under arms, gathered together in England.

the invasion

and Dutch coasts. Patrols were discovered,
some were captured. In this way, the Ger-
man command continued to be uncertain
about the exas:t location of the invasion.

Railway and road networks were bombed.
This systematic campaign began with the
attack of Trappes marshalling yard, near
Versailles, at the beginning of March, when
22 000 aeroplanes began to drop 80 000 metric
tons of bombs over northern France and
Belgium over a space of three months.
Radar stations, coastal batteries, airfields
and radio and shipping stations were simi-
larly accounted for.

The monument commemorating the French 2nd armoured division under General Leclerc.

(Photograph over the page)
Creullet Chateau and park near Creully

(photo French Air Force).

General Montgomery established his command post here very quickly after the landing. It was
at Creully that he explained the course of events to Winston Churchill on June 12.
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June 5. The postponement of the date

“D” day, as originally envisaged, was
June 5. At the beginning of June there were
storms over the Channel. The forecast for
the morning of June 6 was for slightly calmer
weather, essential for night parachuting,
disembarking on the beaches at dawn and
successful support bombardments. Conse-
quently, on June 4 at 9:45, Eisenhower took
the difficult decision to postpone “ D" day
until Tuesday June 6. At the same time,
Rommel, reassured by the forecasts of bad
weather for the next few days, had just left
his command post on the banks of the Seine
and was travelling towards Germany in order
to spend some days with his family, but also
to meet Hitler and try to secure from him
the command of the armoured reserves.

The night of June

On the 5th, as from 2200 hours, thousands
of aeroplanes took off from England on
missions to the Continent: bombardments
to complete the isolation of Normandy by
paralysing transport and the escort and
support of the three air divisions; the
destruction of defences on the beaches and
the neutralization of the troops manning
them.

The German command noticed this abnor-
mally high air activity, but the decoy missions
achijeved their objective and von Runstedt
put the Pas-de-Calais army on the alert. The

The artificial port at Arromanches

On June 5 almost 20 000 ships of all sorts
(support, escort, transport), left the English
ports. They carried 280 000 troops and a mass
of equipment and vehicles. The sea was
rough, the sky dull and overcast. The men
on board were numb with cold and the majo-
rity were violently sea-sick. On the Nor-
mandy coast, the German troops at their
look-out posts were sheltering from the
storm and undergoing routine operations.
The staff-officers were preparing for a meet-
ing that was to take place on the 6th at

Rennes to study once more how to repel an

Allied invasion. In front of the beaches both
the sky an the sea had merged together in
the dark mist, and there was no air or sea
surveillance.

- b. «Go!»

Normandy army, the VIith, was not unduly
concerned.

At midnight, zero hours on June 6, the
fighting began at each end of the battle
field: to the east, on the right bank of the
Orne, between Caen and the sea, the first
British parachutists and gliders landed,
carried off course by the wind and very far
from the planned landing areas. Never-
theless, most of the important targets were
seized in time thanks to the initiative and
good fortune of the men concerned: Bénou-
ville bridge (“ Pegasus Bridge”) at 0020;
Merville battery, at around 0430. On account

At the foot of Manvieux cliffs to the west of Arromanches blocks of concrete known as *“ Phoenix *

whirh mada iin tha artifirial nnt af Arrnmanshae ran ctifl ha eaan  Thaea flnatina hinnke wara

—
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of the high winds, British parachutists could
only land over a wide area between Troarn
and the river Orne. This confused the offi-
cers of the 716th German Division who
realised only at 0130 hours that British para-
chutists were landing in strength.

On the other flank, parachutists were
landing all around Ste-Mére-Eglise where a
fire was raging. The American 82nd and
101st divisions to the north west and south
east of the village were also widely dispersed
by the bad weather. Some parachutists of
the 101st division landed in the planned
D.Z.’s (Dropping Zones), but many went far
off course, the units broke up and a lot of
them were drowned in the fields that Rommel
had ordered to be artificially flooded.
Ste-Mére-Eglise was taken at 0030 hours; in
the surrounding countryside the men that
had been separated from their units grouped
together again and made surprise attacks on
German patrols. The troops found it diffi-
cult to find their bearings in this wooded
region that was cut off by the surrounding
floods. These landing difficulties and errors
of judgement contributed towards losses

NEPTUNE.
5000 ships facing

It was almost dawn on “D” Day. On
both flanks of what was to be the landing
zone, 18 000 American, Canadian and British
troops had been fighting since 0015 hours
against German soldiers taken by surprise
and trying to find their enemies in the dark-
ness.

5000 ships were sailing towards the five
beaches. At 0200 hours they stopped ; the
troops got into the flat-bottomed landing
craft ; the special boats and the amphibious
vehicles drew closer; the first wave of
Americans was to land on Utah and Omaha
beaches at 6:30; the first British soldiers,
because of the presence of reefs, were to
reach their three beaches at 7:30.

Meanwhile, the alerted German soldiers
occupied their fighting positions facing the

#‘

among the Allied troops but they did have
the effect of considerably widening the area
where fighting was taking place and forced
the Germans to spread out towards the
west and also to the north where the Ger-
man general Falley, commander of the
91st air division that was being held in
reserve in the Cotentin region, was killed
before daybreak near his command post at
Pont-L’Abbé, a few kilometres from the spot
where general Gavin of the 82nd U.S. division
first landed. In the direction of the coast
some detachments of general Taylor’s
101st division joined together near Ste-Marie-
du-Mont and pushed forward towards the sea
arriving at Pouppeville before 8 o’clock.
Here they were only a few kilometres from
Utah beach where the landings had started
at 0630 hours.

At 0145 hours von Runstedt was informed
by the 15th army at Le Mans of the arrival
of parachutists near the mouth of the Orne
and north of Carentan. He put all the coastal
units on the alert including the 21st armou-
red division stationed north of Falaise.

100 km of coastline

sea. At 4 o’clock Allied bombers attacked
them in successive waves burying them in
the sand, cutting them off in their shelters
or striking them down on the paths leading
from their rest quarters to their fighting
positions. When the dust from the explo-
sions had settled, the German officers in
their concrete shelters which had stood up
to the bombardment, looked out of the gun
slits in blank amazement at hundreds of
ships, small, big and medium-sized, standing
out so clearly that they had no need of bino-
culars. They all got into their firing posi-
tions, machine guns trained on the defences,
the concrete stakes, mines and wire entan-
glements which the fow tide had left unco-
vered. All over the five beaches everything
was in position for the great battle to
commence.



June 6 - Daytime

The first fighting broke out at Utah and
Omaha.

UTAH,
or general Roosevelt’s
decision making

The first wave of men reached Utah beach
at 0630 hours exactly, not opposite St-Martin-
de-Vareville as planned but 2 kilometres
further south in front of a breach held by
blockhaus W.5 (exactly where Utah museum
is today).

Resistance was not strong over the rest of
the beach. Amphibious tanks swept over it
cleaning it up with the help of infantry. The
units landing by mistake too far towards the
south found themselves consequently out of
range of the German batteries situated at
the north end of the beach.

General Roosevelt, who came ashore
with the first wave of troops, decided to
continue with the landing where it had begun.
Soon an exit from the beach was opened,
thanks to the engineer corps, followed by a
second one. The 4th division swarmed
through the breach. They met up with the
101st parachute division at Ste-Marie-du-
Mont, at Pouppeville, near St-Martin-de-Vare-
ville, and at Audouvillé-la-Hubert in the early
hours of the morning. For the rest of the
day disjointed fighting took place over a
vast area between American parachutists
trying to join up again with 4th division
infantry who had already landed, and German
grenadiers of the 91st division. In the south,
the courageous German 6th parachute regi-
ment commanded by Lt. Colonel von der
Heydte blocked the route through to Caren-
tan and counter-attacked. One of his
batallions managed to reach the middle of
the zone occupied by the American parachu-
tists at Turqueville, very close to Ste-Mére-
Eglise that had been taken by the U.S.
82nd division a little after midnight.
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OMAHA,
the beach of blood

At Omaha, which comprised Vierville and
St-Laurent beaches, the fighting was imme-
diately very hard and difficult for the U.S.
1st and 29th divisions. The rafts that were
covered with soldiers coming in to land at
once came under fire from the automatic
arms and guns of the German 716th and
352nd divisions, the latter division having been
posted there at the end of May without the
knowledge of the Allies. The engineers
performed extraordinary feats to destroy
the obstacles, position bangalore torpedoes
and to cut down the wire entanglements
which had fortunately been made visible by
the low tide. The tide was coming in, leaving
the American infantry a space that was
becoming narrower and narrower, and that
was under heavy German fire. The Ameri-
cans suffered heavy losses for they were
stuck between the water and the concrete
wall, and the naval artillery cover they recei-
ved was ineffective against the low-lying
German defences. The situation remained
critical until mid-day. Out at sea, General
Bradley felt the time was coming when he
would have to give the order to re-embark.
in the German blockhauses the soldiers,
who were young 17 year olds and veterans
from Russia, aimed and fired calrnly, but
their ammunition began to run out and the
superior Allied air attack ensured that no
new supplies would be forthcoming. At
around 1230 hours, at the instigation of
some American officers, particularly General
Cotta and Colonel Canham, some courageous
engineers made an all-out attempt to neu-
tralise some obstacles and mines, and they
were followed by combat troops who were
able to open breaches in the ““ Wall ”, break
through the sand dunes and pierce the
German defences. Vierville was taken, then
in the evening access roads were opened to
Colleville and St-Laurent. Decimated,
exhausted, short of ammunition, the German
soldiers left their blockhauses at nightfall
and fell back behind the dunes. They hoped
to find there tanks of the Panzer division






which, after the courageous defence of the
beaches during the course of the day, wouid
have been able to push the enemy back into
the sea the following morning. They hoped
in vain.

HOC POINT :
the Rangers’ladders
and grappling-irons

Half-way between Omaha and Utah stood
Hoc Point dominating the sea with its verti-
cal cliffs. It was crowned by a battery in a
concrete shelter. This had to be taken in
order to free the beaches of the menace
which it threatened them with. This mission
was entrusted to a special American unit,
the 2nd Rangers batallion. Hoc Point in the
previous few days had been the object of
massive raids and its guns had been with-
drawn and trained towards the west. The
battery’s position at the top of the cliff,
however, was still dangerous and difficult
to destroy. The Rangers approached it with
fire ladders installed on rafts. They shot
grappling-irons and ropes into the cliff face
under close naval artillery cover. The Ranger
managed to scale the summit, and for the
rest of that day, and the day after, they had
to withstand German counter-attacks. For
two days a combat of Homeric proportions
was enacted on this outcrop of rock.

The British

and Canadian beaches:
the success of specially
trained armoured divisions

On the British and Canadian beaches the
landing started only at 0730. On Sword
beach, between Hermanville and Ouistreham,

The German observatory at “ Chaos ”
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the British 3rd division advanced methodi-
cally, preceded by flail tanks. In spite of
naval and air artillery, the German infantry
and anti-tank units suffered no losses, and
the fighting began. The British armoured
divisions opened up breaches and at about
0930 hours the troops started to move for-
ward. They reached Hermanville. The Bri-
tish armoured divisions pushed on towards
Périers hill, an essential position to hoid in
order to open the road to Caen and to meet
up with the 6th parachute division at Bénou-
ville. At the beginning of the afternoon
Périers hill was taken. Next was Biéville,
about 6 kilometres from Caen which was
burning after a very heavy airraid. At
1600 hours the road to Caen seemed to be
open. It was then that a decisive engage-
ment was fought with the tanks of the
21st Panzer division.

The 21st Panzer division, alerted at
2 o’'clock in its bases that were spread out
between Caen and Falaise, had been sent
east of the Orne in the early morning. It was
just there that the German 716th division
had been harassed by various encounters
during the night with the 6000 British
parachutists that had landed in the region
between the rivers Orne and Dive to the
north of the Caen-Troarn road. The 21st Pan-
zer division between 9 and 11 o’clock
manoceuvred towards the east of Caen, taking
great precautions and staying well under
cover in order to avoid air attacks from the
Allies who controlied the skies. At the end
of the morning the Panzers abandoned the
pursuit of parachutists and turned to the
British infantry and armoured divisions that
were beginning to establish a firm foothold
on Normandy soil. Crossing Caen with some
difficulty for it was in flames, the German
tanks reached the north west of Caen at the
beginning of the afternoon with orders to
recapture Périers hill and then to push on to
the sea, to Luc-sur-Mer, leaving the British
and Canadians on either side.

A two-storey observation post situated on the edge of the cliff at Longue:s-sur-l\lller between
Arromanches and Port-en-Bassin. It had to direct the operations of a marine artillery pattery
that had four 152 guns able to cover Seine Bay between Le Havre and Cherbourg. This post
and the four casemates were frequently bombed by the Allies before “ D ” day.






At Courseulles, on *Juno” beach, the
Canadian 3rd division landed, a short while
after the British who were able to give them
their support. The flail tanks were also used
here before the infantry advanced. Heavy
fighting between Courseulies and Berniéres
resulted in breaches being opened up
through which tanks were able to pass.
They were then able to give accurate cover
to the infantry that had opened the way for
them. Armoured divisions began to make
their way towards Bretteville on the Caen-
Bayeux road, and towards Anisy on the
Courseulles-Caen road.

PERIERS.
The strength

of the armoured divisions :
the decision of the day

It was now that the tanks of the 21st Pan-
zer division emerged from the outskirts of
Caen. It would have been very serious indeed
if they had been able to forge on towards
the sea in between the British and Cana-
dians. But it was already very late. The
British Commandos, and also the French
Commando Kieffer, who had landed at
Ouistreham, had been linked up with the
6th parachute division at Bénouville since
1330 hours. The 3rd division had esta-
blished anti-tank guns at Périers, Biéville and
Colleville. The road to Caen seemed to be
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open and the British and Canadians were
very soon to meet between Biéville and Anisy.
The German tanks quickly had to start
defending themselves to the best of their
ability. They didn’t reach Périers hill, nor
were they able to follow and join up with the
Grenadier Panzers who had managed to slip
through to the coast between Luc and Lion-
sur-Mer.

In the middie of the landing zone around
Asnelles, ‘“ Gold" beach was flanked by
steep cliffs. The English * Northumberland ”
50th division therefore had a delicate task.
Accompanied and supported by flail tanks
the British brigades landed at La Riviere and
at Hamel at 0730 hours. They proceeded to
destroy progressively the German block-
hauses and other obstacles, and before
11 o’clock had managed to open up seven
exits from the beach. The armoured divi-
sions quickly passed through them and took
Creully. The armoured patrols came under
heavy fire behind the German defences at
Hamel which were still resisting, but they
pushed on towards Berniéres to join up with
the Canadians. On the west side they cut
off the road from Bayeux to the small town
of Arromanches which was soon to be
occupied and which was where the Mulberry
artificial port was going to be made with the
utmost speed. In the evening of June 6 a
marine commando even managed to climb
the hills to the south of Port-en-Bessin, about
20 kilometres west of his landing point and
only a few kilometres from the Americans at
Omabha.

« The long sobs of the violins

of Autumn wound my heart
with languid monotony ». VERLAINE

The broadcast by the BBC of this strophe
of Verlaine's, the first part during the night

“ Gold ” beach

of June 1-2, and the second part on June 5
at 2015 hours, was the signal to the French

East of Arromanches is the long beach of Asnelles at Ver-sur-Mer where the 50th British
division * Northumberland ” landed on June 6 at 7:30am. A German blockhaus was on the
cliff in the place occupied nowadays by a look-out post (from where the photograph is taken).
It looked straight out over the beach which was fully within range of its guns.






Resistance that in the coming 48 hours the
landings were going to take place. It also
gave them the go-ahead to put their plans
into action. From dawn on June 6 the F.F.l.
(French Forces of the Interior) began planned
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assaults against the German forces, particu-
larly "against communication links. The
progress of reserves from the centre, west
and south west of France towards Normandy
was severely hindered and delayed.

The situation on the evening of June 6 :
a delicate, narrow bridge-head is
established ; its widening will be long,

hard, costly

The bloody battle raged all day in different
parts of the landing zone. The German
forces stationed on the beaches and near the
coasts had been fighting Allied air units and
those forces that had landed by sea since
midnight and 6:30 am respectively. Only
one important German unit, the 21st Panzer
division, held in reserve had been engaged,
late in the day, north of Caen. In the evening
nearly 100 000 Allied had landed. Before
daybreak von Runstedt had alerted the two
armoured divisions stationed near Paris. But
Hitler, who had been told about the landings
when he woke up at around 10 o’clock only
allowed these divisions to take part in the
fighting at 4 pm for, as far as Hitler was
concerned, things were still uncertain and
would remain so for many days yet. “Isita
decoy attack, or a real offensive ? Is it the
invasion orisn’t it ? "

The Canadian cemetery at Reviers

In fact, the situation which pertained on
the evening of the 6th established the form
of battle which was to follow. To the west,
at the southern limits of the Cotentin region,
a wide zone not yet well-defined had fallen
into American hands. Different German
units had put up resistance but the Cotentin
region was about to be cut off. To the east
the Allies were 6 kilometres from Caen. The
attack of the 21st Panzer division at the end
of the afternoon had failed in its bid to
thrust the British and the Canadians back
into the sea. But it did succeed in blocking
the road through to Caen. That city, although
very close at hand, had been crippied by air-
raids but it was only going to be taken after
long and costly fighting. In the middle of
the landing zone, the German 716th division
stood up to the attack by fighting fero-
ciously and made the landing on Omaha

Beyond the trees forming the northern boundary of the cemetery can be seen Berniéres beach

(‘“ Juno ”’) where the Canadian 3rd division an

d 2nd armoured brigade landed. From this hill,

that was taken in the morning of June 6, armoured reconnaissance patrols in the afternoon
began to push in the direction of Bretteville to cut off the Bayeux-Caen road.
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beach very difficult and extremely costly.
However, thanks to the courage of the two
American divisions involved, (the First with
first-hand fighting experience acquired in
the Mediterranean, and the 29th fighting for
the first time with a degree of vigour and
guts such as had never been seen before in
history), a bridge-head had been established.
But it was a fragile one, and in order to
extend it the Americans had to push forward
into the woodland that stretches from Caen
to St-L6 and Coutances, a terrain that was
relatively easy to defend. The hardened
German troops were in a position to use all
their resources to the full to hold back the
Allied infantry and armoured divisions for
many of whom this was to be the first taste
of battle. It was only at the expense of a
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long battle for the bridge-head that a break-
through was finally made.

The following day, the 7th, Bayeux was
taken and it became the first French town
to be liberated. Directly after this the long
battle for Caen began and it was to last for
two months. The German forces, whose
reinforcements were only able to trickle
through on account of air-raids and French
Resistance acts of sabotage, fought for every
inch of the ground. When Churchili on
June 12 and de Gaulle on the 14th visited
the front, the whole of Normandy was a
battlefield. Towns and villages were des-
troyed, and men lay dead in their thousands
on all sides: Allied and German soldiers, and
also French Resistance fighters.

Today the remembrance :

the cemeteries

This hard battle of the beaches is comme-
morated today by reconstructed towns along
the coast, or in the forest, but also by ceme-
teries that are carefully tended and faithfully
adorned with flowers by families that come
and visit throughout the year from all coun-
tries. These cemeteries are at the spots
where different countries fought for their
cause. The 9000 Americain dead are on the
hill which overlooks Omaha, the beach of
blood. The Germans are in two cemeteries,
La Cambre and Orglandes, in the middle of
the forest where they defended themselves
so bitterly. . The Canadians are at Reviers,
near the breach that was made on the mor-
ning of the 6th, and from which their armour-

Creully Chateau (town hall)

ed patrols left in order to cut off the Bayeux-
Caen road. The British are in various ceme-
teries all around Caen which they were in
sight of on the evening of the 6th and which
they had to surround for so long before
taking. If there are no French military ceme-
teries, this does not mean to say that the
French did not contribute to the fighting of
June 6. Through providing information they
had contributed to the successful completion
of the plan of action. They also contributed
by destroying the German communications.
Finally, as soon as Caen was threatened
after *“ Overlord ” began, the French Resis-
tance fighters held in Caen prison were shot -
or deported.

The pretty village of Creully 10 kilometres south of the beach at Asnelles-Ver-sur-Mer (** Gold ’)
was taken in the afternoon of June 6 by the 69th brigade of the 50th Northumberland division.

It was halfway between the coast and the C

1-Bayeux road which was almost reached by the

evening. The Chéteau is in a beautiful spot overlooking the valley of the Seulles which flows

into the Channel at Courseulles.
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(Front cover)
Utah Beach

The monument to the American 1st brigade of special beach engineers faces the sea where the
first landings took plage on June 6 at 6:30 am.

The 1st brigade under Lieutenant-Colonel Caffey played a decisive role in clearing away obstacles
and allowing the 4th division infantry under General Barton to scale the dunes and push on
towards Sainte-Marie-du-Mont (photo French Air Force).

(Back cover)

The German cemetery at La Cambe

One of the three large German cemeteries in Normandy: Huisnes near Pontorson ; Orglandes
near Saint-Sauveur-le-Vicomte in Cotentin, not far from Picauville where General Falley,
commander of the 91st Luftiande Division was killed at dawn on June 6 by parachutists of the
American 82nd parachute division under General Ridgway ; and La Cambe, near Isigny, where
lie 20 000 German soldiers killed heroically in the landing zone.
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