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— Reaffirmation of cultural and historic ties
—- Partnership of shared values
— Peaceful settlement of conflict (rejection of violence)

-- Importance of East-west dialogue

2. France/Normandy *

General Theme: "Reconciliation and the Primacy of Peace”

Specific Emphases

— The legacy of D-Day: 40 years of peace and prosperity in Europe

— From sacrifice to security: the significance of the Atlantic
Alliance

- The meaning of American leadership: an enduring commitment to
European security

— From Normandy to the farther shore: America's unflagging efforts
to eliminate the world's most destructive weapons

3.Bilaterals in London

-~ General Theme: "The sacred trinity of tested ties - tradition, trust,
and vitality” .

— Specific Emphases

— Recommitment to the consultative process
-—— Necessity of united stand on East-West issues

—— Sincerity of American efforts to deal constructively with the
Soviets

— Expanded Japanese role in assuming Western security obligations
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PRESERVING PFACE AND PROSPERITY: The President's Trip to Eurcpe, June 1984
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4., Lordon Econcomic Summit

— General Theme: "The Spirit of Williamsburg Continues"

— Specific Emphases

— Lustre of U.S. econcmic expansion and its relevance to the world
comminity (American economic performance as a positive stimulus)

— Continued pursuit of nen-inflaticnary growth (sustained recovery
creates jobs, increases prosperity)

— Trade liberalization (despite problems, post-Williamsburg actions
work to reduce protectionist trends)

- New partnerships and the vitality of the Summit process (Western
leaders are picneering creative apprcaches to joint cooperative

ventures e.g., space research, counter-terrorism)—(tentative
depending on evolution of pre-Summit preparations)

— Londen Summit and the political dimension

- (President Reagan, while maintaining America's deterrent
strength, is taking a realistic, positive approach vis-a-vis
the USSR and the issue of arms reductions)

~— Glcbal political outlock (increasing Asia-Eurcpe-U.S.
cconsultations) ’
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France

Officlal Name:
French Republic

United States Department of State

Bureau of Public Affairs

PROFILE

People

Population (1983 est.): 54,748,000. Annual
growth rate (1983 est.): 0.5%. Ethnic groups:
Celtic and Latin with Teutonic, Slavie, North

African, Indochinese, and Basque minorities. -

Religion: Roman Catholic, 90%. Language:
French. Education: Years compulsory—10.
Literacy—99%. Infant mortality rate:
9/1,000. Work force (24 million, 1983 est.):
Agriculture—8.3%. Industry and com-
unempioyment (Dec. 31, 1983): 8.8%.

Geography

Area: 561,670 8q. kimn. (212,668 sq. mi.); largest
West European country, about four-fifths the
size of Texas. Cities: Capital—Paris, Other
cities—Marseille, Lyon, Toulouse, Strasbourg,
Nice, Bordeaux. Terrain: Varied. Climate:
Temperate; similar to that of eastern US.

- Government

Type: Republic. Constitution: September 28,
1968,

Branches: Ezecutive—president (chief of
state); prime minister (head of government).
Legislative—bicameral Parliament

(491-member National Assembly, 202-member

Senate). Judicial—-Court of Cassation (civil
and criminal law), Council of State (ad-
ministrative court), Constitutional Council
(constitutional law).

Subdivisions; 21 administrative regions
containing 95 departments (metropolitan
France). Five overseas departments
(Guadeloupe, Martinique, French Guiana,
Reunion, and Saint-Pierre and Miquelon); five
overseas territories (New Caledonia, French
Polynesia, Wallis and Futuna Islands, and
French Southern and Antarctic Territories);
and one special-status territory (Mayotte).

March 1984

‘Political parties: Socialist Party (PS),

'Rally for the Republic (RPR—Gaullists),
-Union for French Democracy (UDF—Giscar-

dians/Centrist), Communist Party (PCF),
various minor parties.

Suffrage: Universal over 18.

Defense (1984 est.);: 18% of central govern-
ment budget. )

Flag: Three vertical stripes of biue,
white, and red.

Economy

GDP (1983): 3920 billion. Avg. annual growth
rate (1983): 0.5%. Per capita income (1983);
$7,179. Avg. inflation rate (1983): 9.6%.

Natural resources: Coal, iron ore, baux-
ite, fish, forests. )

Agricultural products; Beef, dairy prod-
ucts, cereals, sugar beets, potatoes, wine
grapes. :

Industries: Steel, machinery and equip-
ment, textiles and clothing, chemieals, food
processing, aircraft, electronics.

Trade (1983): Exports—$94.9 billion:
machinery, transportation equipment, food-
stuffs, iron, steel, textiles, agricultural prod-
ucts including wine. Imports—$100.6 billion:
crude petroleum, machinery and equipment,
chemicals, iron and steel, agricultural prod-
ucts, textiles. Partners—FRG, Belgium, Lux-
embourg, Italy, US, UK, Netherlands, Japan.

Official exchange rate (1983 avg.): 7.61
franes=US$1; Jan.-June 1983 avg., 7.17
franes="US$1; July-Dec, 1983 avg., 8.06
francs=US$1.

Membership in International
Organizations

UN and most of its specialized agencies,
NATO, Organization for Economic Coopera-
tion and Development (OECD), Western
European Union, European Communities
(EC), INTELSAT.






- two World Wars. After the establish-
ment of an independent Algerian state in
1962, about 1 million French citizens re-
turned to France. As of December 31,
1982, France’s population of immigrant
workers and their families was officially
estimated at 4,459,068, including some
120,000 whose status was legalized in
1982. Resident aliens fall into two main
groups: South Europeans (52% of total)
and North Africans (26% of total), the

* two principal nationalities being
Portuguese and Algerian.

About 90% of the people are baptized
Roman Catholic, fewer than 2% are Prot-
estant, and about 1% are Jewish. Im-
migration in the 1960s and early 1970s

from North Africa, especially Algeria, ac-
" counts for the more than 1 million :

Muslims in Franee. )

French education is free and man-
datory between ages 6 and 16. The
public education system is highly cen-
tralized and has a budget amounting to
about 4.4% of the gross domestic. product
(GDP). In 1983, an estimated 17.7% of
the national budget was allocated to
education. Private education is primarily
Roman Catholie, Higher education in
France, which began wit\h the founding
of the University of Parisin-1150, enrolls
about 1 million students in 69 univer-
sities in continental France and an addi-
tional 60,000 in special schools such as
the Grandes Ecoles and technical col-
leges. : :

The French language is descend
from the vernacular Latin spoken by the
Romans in Gaul. Although French in-
cludes many Celtic and Germanic words,
its structure and most of its words
derive from Latin. Since the early Mid-
dle Ages, French has been an interna-
~ tional language. Spoken around the
world today, French is a common second
language and, like English, is an official
language at the United Nations. In
Afriea, Asia, the Pacific, and the West
Indies, the French language has been a
unifying factor, particularly in those
countries where it serves as the only
common language among a variety of in-
digenous languages and dialects.

Since the time of the Roman Empire,
France’s achievements in literature, the
arts, and science have influenced
Western cuiture. In architecture, the
Romanesque basilicas, the soaring Gothic
cathedrals, the formal gardens of Ver-
sailles, the imperial design of Parisian
boulevards and squares, and the modern
designs of masters like Le Corbusier at-
test to France’s influence.

_Frgnch painting has spanned the cen-
turies in greatness. Some famous names
include Watteau (1684~1721), who de-

picted the polished, elegant society of his
time; David (1748-1825), the neoclassical
artist of the Revolution and Empire;
Delacroix (1798-1863) the romantic; the
naturalists and realists Corot
(1796-1876), Millet (1814-75), and
Courbet (1819-77), who painted realistic
landscapes and scenes from rural life;
and the impressionists, including Monet
(1840-1926) and Renoir (1841-1919), who
explored light on canvas, and Cezanne
(1839-1906), whose ideas about the treat-
ment of space and dimension are at the
base of 20th century modern art. Other
famous artists, such as Van Gogh and
Picasso, were drawn to France from
other countries.

In music, Berlioz (1803-69) in the
romantic period was followed by
Debussy (1862-1918) and Faure
(1845-1924), who were inspired by the
impressionist movement in painting. In
the 19th century, Bizet (1838-75) wrote
the opera Carmen and Gounod (1818-93)
wrote Faust and Romeo and Juliette.
Chopin (1810-49), though born in Poland,
spent his adult life in Paris.

France has played a leading role in
scientific advances. Descartes (1596-1650)
contributed to mathematics and to the
modern scientific method; Lavoisier
(1743-94) laid the fundamentals of
modern chemistry and physies; Bec-
querel (1854-1912) and the Curies jointly
discovered radium and the principle of
radioactivity; and Pasteur (1822-95)
developed theories of germs and vaccina-
tions. Several important French inven-
tors were Daguerre (1789-18561), a
theatrical scenery painter who invented
the daguerrotype, an early photograph;
Braille (1809-52), a blind teacher of the
blind, after whom is named the system of
raised lettering enabling the blind to
read; and Bertillon (1853-1914), an an-
thropologist and criminologist who
organized the fingerprint system of iden-
tification. In the 20th century, French
scientists have won a number of Nobel
Prizes.

French literature is renowned from

. the medieval romances of Marie de

France and Chretien de Troyes and the
poetry in Old French of Francois Villon
to the 20th century novelists Colette,
Proust, Sartre, and Camus. Over the in-
tervening centuries were the
Renaissance writers Rabelais (fiction),
Ronsard (poetry), and Montaigne
(essays); the 17th century classical
dramatists Corneille, Racine, and
Moliere; the 18th century rationalist
philosophers Montesquieu, Voltaire, and
Jean-Jacques Rousseau; the romantics
Germain de Stael, Victor Hugo,
Alexandre Dumas (father and son), and
Alphonse de Lamartine; 19th century
novelists Stendhal, George Sand, and

Balzac; realist Flaubert; naturalists Zola
and Baudelaire; and 19th century poets
Verlaine, Rimbaud, and Valery.

French filmmakers from Jean Renoir
to Francois Truffaut have won acclaim
over the past decades.

HISTORY

France was one of the earliest countries
to progress from feudalism into the era
of the nation-state. Its monarchs sur-
rounded themselves with capable
ministers, and French armies were
among the most disciplined and profes-
sional of their day. During the reign of
Louis XIV (1643-1715), France was the
preeminent power in Europe. But Louis’
and his successors’ overly ambitious
projects and military campaigns led to
chronie financial problems for the
government in the 18th century.
Deteriorating economic conditions and
popular resentment against the com-
plicated system of privileges granted the
nobility and other favored groups were
the principal causes of the French
Revolution (1789-94).

Although the Revolution established
republican and egalitarian principles of
government, France reverted to forms of
absolute rule or constitutional monarchy
four times—the Empire of Napoleon, the
Restoration of Louis XVIII, the reign of

-Louis-Philippe, and the Second Empire

of Napoleon III. After the Franco-
Prussian War (1870), the Third Republic
was established and lasted until the
military defeat of 1940,

World War I brought great losses of
troops and materiel. In the 1920s, France
began to rebuild its army (then the
largest in Europe) and to establish an
elaborate system of border defenses (the
Maginot Line) and alliances to offset
resurgent German strength. France was
defeated, however, and occupied in 1940.

- Following 4 years of occupation and

strife, Allied Forces liberated France in
. 1944, The nation emerged exhausted
from World War II and faced a series of
new problems.

After a short period of provisional
government, initially led by General
Charles de Gaulle, the Fourth Republic
was established under a new constitution
with a parliamentary form of govern-
ment controlled by a series of coalitions.
The heterogeneous nature of the coali- .
tions and the lack of agreement on
measures for dealing with Indochina and
Algeria caused successive cabinet crises
and changes of government. The govern-
ment structure finaily collapsed over the
Algerian question on May 13, 1958. A
threatened coup led Parliament to call on
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Gen. de Gaulle to head the government
and prevent civil war. He became prime
minister in June (at the beginning of the
Fifth Republic) and was elected presi-
dent in December.

On December 5, 1965, for the first
time in this century, the French people
went to the polls to elect a president by
direct ballot. Gen. de Gaulle defeated
Francois Mitterrand with 55% of the
vote. .

Student dissatisfaction and unrest
triggered major disturbances and nation-

wide strikes in May 1968. Students took

over university buildings and battled
police in Paris and other large cities, and
workers occupied factories throughout
the country. The economy was grinding
to a halt, and France seemed on the
brink of chaos. President de Gaulle
dissolved the National Assembly, called
for national elections, and announced his
intention to pursue a policy of sweeping
reform, based on the principle of “par-
ticipation.” The voters, fearing disorder
and a possible Communist takeover,
voted an overwhelming Gaullist majority
into the National Assembly.

In April 1969, President de Gaulle’s
government conducted .a. national
referendum on the creation of 21 regions
with limited political powers. On April
27, the government’s proposals were de-
feated (48% in favor, 52% opposed), and
President de Gaulle resigned.

In 1969, a number of candidates
presented themselves in the election for
a new president. Georges Pompidou, a
prime minister under de Gaulle, was sup-
ported not only by the Gaullists but also
by their Independent Republic allies and
some Centrists and was elected with a
58% majority of the votes.

In 1971, Francois Mitterrand
assembled various Socialist groups into a
new unified Socialist Party. The
Socialists, led by Mitterrand, the Com-
munist Party (PCF), headed by Georges
Marchais, and a faction of the Radieal
Party reached agreement on a joint pro-
gram on which to base their campaign
for the March 1973 legislative elections.
The union of the left more than doubled
its assembly representation, and
Mitterrand emerged from the campaign
as the left’s chief spokesman.

President Pompidou died in office on
April 2, 1974, and the race to succeed
him split the ruling Gaullist coalition.
The UDR (Gaullist) Party selected
former Prime Minister Chaban-Delmas
as its candidate, but he was eliminated in
the first round of voting. Valery Giscard
d’Estaing, finance minister in the
Pompidou government and head of the
Gaullist-aligned Independent

Republicans, narrowly. defeated Francois
Mitterrand, who ran as the only can-
didate of the left. On assuming office,
Giscard d’Estaing became the first non-
Gaullist president of the Fifth Republic.

" He appointed Gaullist Jacques Chirac as

prime minister to head a government of
Gaullists, Independent Republicans, Cen-
trists, and nonparty technicians.

Policy differences between President
Giscard d’Estaing and Chirac led to the
latter’s resignation in August 1976,
although the Gaullist Party continued to
support Chirac’s successor, prominent in-
ternational economist Raymond Barre.
Barre’s appointment marked the first
time under the Fifth Republic that
neither the chief of state nor the head of
government was a member of the
Gaullist Party.

A Communist-Socialist coalition in-
tended to confront the parties of the
governing majority in the legislative
elections of March 1978. The Com-
munists, a minority within this union of
the left, broke with the Socialists by
demanding the right to receive key
ministries should the left win and by call-
ing for extensive nationalization of in-
dustries. The breakup of the common
front contributed to the left's defeat in
the March 1978 elections, with the coali-
tion of the Giscard d’Estaing party
group winning 50.49% of the popular
vote ard electing 291 deputies to the Na-
tional Assembly compared to the -
left’s 200. - , .

In November 13880, Francois
Mitterrand, after fending off a challenge
to his leadership, captured the nomina-
tion as the Socialist Party’s presidential
candidate. A bruising campaign, focusing
on the theme of rising unemployment,
pitted four principal candidates against
each other: Giscard d’Estaing, Jacques
Chirae, Francois Mitterrand, and Com-
munist Party chief Georges Marchais.
Giscard and Mitterrand emerged as the
finalists after a primary round on
April 26, 1981, which also saw the Com-
munist Party’s electoral strength re-
duced to 16% from the PCF’s traditional
20% of the vote. On May 18, 1981,
Francois Mitterrand defeated Giscard
d’Estaing and was elected president with
51.75% of the vote,

On assuming office on May 21, 1981,
President Mitterrand named long-time
Socialist Party leader Pierre Mauroy as
his prime minister and immediately dis-
solved the National Assembly. New
legislative elections were held in June
1981, and Socialist Party candidates and
their allies captured 285 of the 491
parliamentary seats, giving them ab-
solute majority control of the National
Assembly. Communists kept only 44 of
the 86 seats they had held before the
June elections. Four Communist

‘general, declined. Most local elections

ministers were appointed to the govery. §
ment. -
During the first year of his presiden.}
¢y, Mitterrand enjoyed high public opin. §
ion ratings. As economic difficulties
mounted, however, Mitterrand’s
popularity, along with that of the left in &

since 1981 have shown a shift in voter
preferences away from the left, to the
benefit of Centrist and right-wing can.
didates.

Legislative elections are scheduled
for the spring of 1986, and the next
presidential election will be in 1988,

GOVERNMENT

The constitution of the Fifth Republie
was approved by public referendum on
September 28, 1958. It greatly
strengthened the authority of the ex. -
ecutive in relation to Parliament. Under §
the constitution, the president is elected §8
directly for a 7-year term. Presidential
arbitration assures the regular function- J§
ing of the public powers and the con-
tinuity of the state. The president name
the prime minister, presides over the
cabinet, commands the armed forces, and
concludes treaties. The president may
submit questions to a national referen-
dum and can dissolve the National
Assembly. In certain emergency situs-
tions, the president may assume ful §
powers. The president is thus the domi
nant element in the constitutional
system. :

Parliament meets in regular session
twice annually for a maximum of 3
months on each occasion, Special session
are common. Although parliamentary
powers are diminished from those ex-
isting under the Fourth Republic, the
National Assembly can still force the
dissolution of the government or call n
elections if an absolute majority of the
total assembly membership votes a cen
sure motion.

The National Assembly is the prin-
cipal legislative body. Its deputies are  §
directly elected to 5-year terms, and all
seats are voted on in each election.
Senators are chosen by an electoral co-
lege for 9-year terms, and one-third of
the Senate is renewed every 3 years.
The Senate’s legislative powers are
limited, as the National Assembiy has §
the last word in the event of a disagree-3
ment between the two houses. The
government has a strong influence In
shaping the agenda of Parliament. The
government can also link its life to any "
legislative text, and unless a motionof §¥
censure is introduced and voted, the teXigg
is considered adopted without a vote.
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France maintains an embassy in the
United States at 2535 Belmont Road
NW., Washington, D.C. 20008 (tel
202-328-2600). Consulates general are
located at Boston, Chicago, Detroit,
Houston, Los Angeles, New Orleans,
New York, San Francisco, and Miramir,
Puerto Rico.

POLITICAL CONDITIONS

Four political groups dominate the
political scene. In the National Assembly
the Socialist Party, led by Lionel Jospin-
who succeeded Mitterrand as first
secretary, holds 267 seats. Nineteen
center-left deputies are also affiliated -
with the Socialists. The Chirac-led
Gaullists, also known. as the Rally for the
Republic (RPR) and their allies have 90 -
assembly seats; the UDF federation of -
parties that supported President Giscard
has 63 seats; and the Communist Party -
holds 44. The remaining 9 seats are held
by independents or-unaffiliated deputies:
The cabinet, headed by Prime Minister -
Mauroy, is composed of 43 ministers, - -
Jjunior ministers, and state secretaries, of

- whom 36 are Socialists, 4 (transportation;
employment, vocational training, and

" civil service) are Communists, 2 (educa- v

radicals, and 1 (environment) is indepen-
dent left. : Co

ECONOMY

France is one of the world’s foremost in-
dustrial and agricultural countries. It has-
substantial agricultural resources, a
diversified modern industrial system, and
a highly skilled labor force. SR
Between 1959 and 1973, the French. -

economy grew in real terms at an
average annual rate of 5.5%. In late

. 1974, following the energy crisis, the .
economy experienced a steep downturn-
accompanied by accelerated inflation; ris-
ing unemployment, and large balance-of-
payments deficits. Real growth since.
1973 has averaged 2.4%. In 1981, the .
election of a Socialist President and the
ensuing parliamentary elections that
returned a Socialist majority led to
changes in economic orientation. A
number of large manufacturing firms .
were nationalized, along with most of the
commercial banking sector. The initial.
§ocmhst policies were stimulative, rely-
ing partly on income redistribution and
partly on increased government spending
with a view to increasing growth and .
holding down unemployment. These
policies were out of phase with those of

France’s trading partners, and the
resulting increase in import demand was
not offset by an increase in demand for
French exports. By early 1983, the grow-
ing, trade deficit and relatively high infla-
tion rate put severe pressure on the cur-
rency. This pressure culminated in a
devaluation in March 1983, which was

. backed up by a classical economic

stabilization plan of reductions in the
budget deficit, spending cuts, increased
taxes, and tighter monetary and credit
policies.

The short-term goals of these policies
were-to bring the trade and current ac-
count deficits back into balance over a
2-year period and to bring price inflation
down into line with France’s trading
partners. The restrictive policies began
to bear fruit quickly on the trade front
as the deficit' narrowed substantially in
the fall of 1983. By the year’s end, the
government’s goal of cutting in half the
1982 trade deficit of 92 billion francs had
been marginally exceeded. The French
economy, however, remains vulnerable to
inflation. Although there was indication
of some: slowing of price rises during the

-second half of 1983, the government was

unable to-meet its inflationary targets.
Progress on inflation will depend in

. large part on the development of per:
tion and commerce-crafts) are left -

sonal incomes during 1984. The progress
of wage negotiations is crucial in this
respect and is also of primary importance
to the government’s medium:-term goal of
improving French*industrial ¢om-

petitiveness. The manufacturing sector is

handicapped by high labor costs and
overstaffing, which is particularly severe
in the steel, coal, shipbuilding, and auto- -
mobile sectors. The government is
devoting substantial efforts to try to
cushion the social impact. of unemploy-
ment, while at the same time attempting
to assist the streamlining and moderniza-
tion of the sectors concerned.

Industry =

France’s highly developed and diversi-
fied industrial enterprises generate about
one-third of the GDP and employ about
one-third of the work force. This
distribution is similar to that of other
highly industrialized nations. The govern-
ment is a significant factor in the in-
dustrial sector, both in its planning and
regulatory activities and in its ownership
and operation of important industrial
facilities. Government involvement in in-
dustry has traditionally been strong in
France and was increased by the 1981
nationalizations, Government-owned or
majority-owned enterprises account for
21% of industrial sales, 23% of the in-
dustrial work force, 30% of industrial ex-
ports, and §3% of industrial fixed invest-
ment. The different percentages reflect

the fact that the government-owned part
of industry is concentrated in the large,
capital-intensive industries. These com-
panies are under the general supervision
of the government, their majority share-
holder, but function independently in
terms of ongoing operations.

The most important-areas of in-
dustrial production include steel and
related products, aluminum, chemicals,
and mechanical and electrical goods.
France has been notably successful in
developing dynamic telecommunications,
aerospace, and weapons sectors. With
virtually no domestic oil production,
France has banked heavily on develop-
ment of nuclear power, which now pro-
duces about 40% of the country’s elec-
trical energy. :

Compared to an EC average of 43%,
only 20% of the French work force is
unionized. There are several competing
union confederations. The largest, oldest,
and most powerful union is the
Communist-dominated General Labor
Confederation (CGT), followed by the
Workers’ Force (FO) and the French
Democratic Confederation of Labor
(CFDT).

Trade

France is the second largest trading na-
tion.in Western Europe (after the
Federal Republic of Germany). Trade
with the enlarged EC accounts for over
one-half of the total. In recent years,
France has sought, with some success, to
expand trade with the Middle East,
Eastern Europe, and the Soviet Union.
It also has active economic relations with
the nations of francophone Africa and
North Africa. .

U.S. sales to France have risen
substantially in recent years, principally
in machinery and electrical equipment,

" soybeans, chemicals, aircraft, and

aerospace components. Principal French
exports to the United States are iron

" and steel, machinery and electrical equip-
. ment, beverages, and chemicals. Cumula-

tive U.S. direct investment in France
was $9.1 billion at the end of 1981.

Agriculture

A favorable climate, large tracts of fer-
tile land, and the application of modern
technology have combined to make
France the leading agricultural producer
in Western Europe. The European Com-
munity’s (EC) common agricultural policy -
also has created a large, easily accessible
market for French products. France is
one of the world’s leading producers of
dairy products and wheat and is basically
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self-sufficient in agricultural products,
except for feed compounds and tropical
produce. Although more land is devoted
to pasture and grain, much of France’s
best land is planted in wine grapes in
strictly controlled, small regions.

Balance of ?aments

After recording a current account
surplus in 1978 and 1979, France’s exter-
nal account moved into a-$4.2 billion
deficit in 1980, generally due to the im-
pact of increased energy costs prices.
This deficit widened rapidly to $4.7
billion in 1981, and to $12 billion in 1982
under the impact of stimulative domestic
economic policies and depressed. foreign
demand for French exports. The
devaluation and economic stabilization
program introduced in mid-1983 arrested
the growth of the deficit, which nar-
rowed in the second half of the year, so
that the total was less than half the size
of the previous year. The string of
current-account deficits, however, had to
be financed by capital inflows, so that by
1984, France’s gross foreign debt was
estimated at about $53 billion. Interest
payments on this debt will continue to
add to current account outflows, imply-_
ing that France will have to follow
policies that ensure a trade surplus for
several years, '

FOREIGN RELATIONS

A charter member of the United Na-
tions, France holds one of the permanent
seats in the Security Council and is a
member of most of its specialized agen-
cies, including the UN Educational,
Scientific, and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO), the International Labour
Organization (TLO), and the World
Health Organization (WHO).

Europe

“rance is a leader in Western Europe
recause of its size, location, strong econo-
ny, membership in European organiza-
lons, and energetic diplomacy. Progress
oward European political union has a
igh priority. France has made several
roposals to strengthen the institutions
ftl;e EC but does not envision any
ignificant transfers of its sovereignty to
1e Community in the near future,

‘rance also attaches great importance to
ranco-German cooperation as the foun.
nﬁon of efforts to enhance European
nion. Both President Mitterrand and
xternal Relations Minister Cheysson (a
rmer EC commissioner) strongly sup-
it the Community.

Middle East

France supports the Israek-Egyptian
peace treaty and Israel’s right to exist
within secure boundaries. President
Mitterrand made an official visit to Israel
in 1982. France also believes in the
necessity for a comprehensive Middle
Eastern peace settlement that would in-
clude Israel’s withdrawal from all oc-
cupied territories and the establishment
of a Palestinian hemeland. France con-
tinues its active role in efforts to bring
stability to the Middle East, including . a
major contribution to the UN peacekeep-
ing force in Lebanon and participation in
the Sinai Muitinational Force and:
observers. In the summer of 1982,
Prance cooperated with the United:
States, the United Kingdom, and Italy in
putting a muitinational force into Beirut
following: the Israeli invasion. French:
policy in the Middle East takes account

of the republic’s interest in ensuring sup-

plies of Arab oil and access to n_mrkets.

Africa ) Lo
France plays a significant role in Afriea,
especially in its- former colonies, through.
extensive aid programs, commercial ac-
tivities, military agreements, and. -
cultural leadership. Key advisory posi-
tions are staffed by French nationals in
many African countries. In those former
colonies where French: presence. remains
important, France contributes to- -
political, military, and social stability..
France and the United States cooperated
in assisting the Government of Chad in
halting an invasion by Libyan-Chadian-
opposition forces in 1983. France sent a
lx;tgsgse military force to Chad in August
1983.

Asia
France has extensive commercial rela-
tions with Asian countries including
Japan, Korea, Indonesia, and China.
Japanese competition in automobiles,
electronics, and machine tools is a major
economic problem. France is making a
large contribution to resettling Indo-
chinese refugees and is seeking to
li);ooaden its influence with Vietnam and
8.

Latil! America

Since the left came to power in 1981,
France has taken a greater interest in
Latin American affairs, particularly Cen-
tral America. Although France and the
United States agree on the need for
strengthening democratic institutions in
the region, there have been important
differences on specific issues, There are

large Latin American exile communities
in France, notably from Argentina and
Chile. French economic interests in the.
region are growing but remain only a
small portion of France's worldwide
economic activities.

'DEFENSE

France is a charter signatory to the
North Atlantic Treaty and a member of
the North Atlantic Council. Since 1966, it
has been outside the NATO integrated
military structures, although it remains a
member of some Alliance military or
quasi-military bodies. In addition, France
maintains liaison missions with the major
NATOQ commands and is represented in
NATO political groups such as the North
Atlantic Council and its subordinate
bodies.

French military doctrine is based on
the concept of national independence. Its
armed forces are subject to national com-
mand, and any decision to cooperate with
France’s allies is subject to the sovereign
decision of the French president. The
French Army maintains one of its corps
in the Federal Republic of Germany, in
addition to two corps stationed in France
near its eastern and northern borders.

France is linked to its European
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gage and pass through customs inspection.
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Standards of medical care are usually ac-
ceptable. The American Hospital of Paris is
located at 63 Boulevard Victor-Hugo, 9200
Neuilly sur Seine (tel. 747-5300).

Telecommunications: Domestic and interna-

- tional telephone, telegraph, and cable com-

munications are good. Paris is six time zones
ahead of the eastern US.

Transportation: Streetcars and buses offer
good transportation in all large French cities.
Paria has an excellent subway system and
local rail services. Taxis are available at
moderate rates in all cities. Good air and rail-
way service is available to all parts of France
and other European capitals.

Holidays and closing hours: July 14, Bastille
Day, is the national holiday. Shops and other
businesses close from 1:00 to 3:00 pm daily.
Many establishments in Paris and other cities
are closed during August.
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neighbors through the 1948 Treaty of
Brussels and the 1954 Paris Accords. It
is a member of the Western European
Union and has a close bilateral security
relationship with the Federal Republic of
Germany based on the 1963 Elysee
Treaty. .

The French maintain a strategic
nuclear triad of manned bombers, land-
based IRBMs and SSBNs. It is modern-
izing its nuclear forces, and a sixth
SSBN will be launched in 1986.

France is also reorganizing its army.
When this reform is completed in 1985,
the army will regroup five divisions into
a rapid action force designed to be able
to intervene rapidly in a European con-
flict or overseas if necessary. Its navy of
210 oceangoing ships with 200 combat
aircraft is the largest in Western
Europe. The French Air Force has about
972 aircraft in operational units.

France participates in the Committee
on Disarmament in Geneva and in the
Conference on Disarmament in Europe.
France is not a signatory to the Limited
Test Ban Treaty and conducts nuclear
testing underground at its South Pacific
. test site. France has not adhered to the.
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty but
conducts itself in accordance with the

terms of the treaty. The French Govern-

ment endorsed the SALT II Treaty. The

French strongly support the process of .

U.S.-Soviet nuclear arms control, but
they object to inclusion of any French
forces in these negotiations.

U.S.-FRENCH RELATIONS

Relations between the United States and
France are active and cordial. Since
Francois Mitterrand's presidential vie-
tory, he has met with President Reagan
on numerous occasions, including a 7-day
state visit to the United States in March
1984, Bilateral contact at the vice
presidential and cabinet level is frequent.
France and the United States are
allies who share common values and have
parallel policies on many political, eco-
nomic, and security issues. Differences

are discussed frankly when they develop

and have not been allowed to impair the
pattern of close cooperation that
characterizes relations between the two
countries,

Principal U.S. Officials

Ambassador—Evan G. Galbraith
Deputy Chief of Mission—John
J. Maresca
Minister-Counselor for Economic Affairs
—Michael E. Ely (Gerald Rosen, due
to arrive in September 1984)
Counselor for Political Affairs—Adrian
A. Basora
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who is a combat soldier from World War II, Korea and Vietnam. He had
two parachute assaults into Europe. He was not in the Normandy invasion,
but was in -- in Southern France at the +ime. He is the Chief
Coordinator for this event. He will give you a detailed briefing on

the events at Utah Beach, Normandy Beach and Pointe du Hoc. It will be
concluded by General Barker who will give you an overview of U.S.

activities, press assistance that we hope that we can be able to give
you.

‘ Finally, as you're aware, Normandy was the beginning of
the end; VE Day would occur in less than a year, and then we would
see the rebuilding of Europe, the Marshall Plan, the economic recovery
of Europe -- the NATO Alliance, which today finds many of our adver-
saries as strong members of our Alliance.

At this time, I'll call on Colonel Skates.

COLONEL SKATES: Thank you, sir. I know that when people
mention history, the audience groans, so I don't intend to give you a
history lesson. I don't have time to do that. What I want to do is
point out those things, those areas, that are of historical significance

that relate to what you'll be seeing this June 6th -- that is June 6,
1984.

Before I do that, let me talk about two points, and I'll
do this as quickly as I can. First, I want to tell you why Normandy
was selected in as concise a way as I know how. T don't intend to go
through those one by one.

Basically what the planners did, was simply take the
coast of Europe from, about Antwerp -- well, Southern Netherlands --
down to the Brittany Penninsula. And they took these criteria and they
set each area along that coast beside these criteria and tried to see
which one fit those best. Now none suited those, all hhose criteria.
Normandy came closest, although it didn't -- it fell short particularly
in the criteria of ports. That's why one of the earliest campaigns
was not toward the heart of France but up the Cotentin penninsula towards
Cherbourg to get, to get a port -- which they felt was absolutely
essential to the future of the drive across France and the drive into
the heart of Germany. So, it was the best compromise, Normandy was.

Now, the second point I want to make before I get into
the actual historical signficance of some of the sites that you'll be
visiting on the 6th of June, let me say just a word or two about what
came to be the driving considerations. That is, the factors which
dictated a great deal of what happened at Normandy on June 6th, 1944.

The single greatest criteria, or single greatest con-
sideration, was landing craft. It comes as a surprise to most people
to realize, or when they find out, that we did not bring, on June 6th,
1944, overwhelming ground power onto the coast of Normandy. We had it;
if we could have gotten the shipping and the landing craft, we could
have brought overwhelming ground power. But a five division assault
which Normandy was, on D-Day, was a close thing. The Germans could
bring much greater ground combat power to bear in Normandy in those
first few days than we could.

And the limiting factor -- it was not that we didn't have
the troops available. It was we didn't have the 1ift -- the shipping
and the landing craft, to get them across the English Channel and onto
the beaches. So that was the prime driving consideration in the whole
process.

The other one was, of course, weather -- tides, moonlight.
There were several factors that had to come together all at one time
which dictated the time. One was, of course, a period of good weather;
another was a moonlit night, so that the airborne drop could occur.
Another was tides. If you've never been there, you don't realize,

MORE



I think, how broad the beaches are at low tide, and how vVery narrow
they are at high tide. So they had to have a period early in the
morning, at low tide, where they could land the landing craft with
the beach obstacles exposed, rather than running over them.

Okay =-- those two things, I think, will be helpful later
on in understanding the historical significance of some of the sites.
This is, of course, the overall scheme for D-Day. And those are the
famous five beaches. From West to East: Utah, Omaha, Gold, Juno,
and Sword. Of course, Utah and Omaha were U.S. beaches; the other
three were British beaches -- British-Canadian beaches, two of them
were British beaches, one of them was assaulted by a Canadian division.

We're going to focus in now on two of the American
beaches and one other site which will be of interest to you on the 6th.
of June -- that is, Pointe du Hoc. And I'll describe for you, as
briefly as I can, what happened at each of those places so that you'll
have that background when you go this June.

First, ‘there you see Utah beach, and the drop zones for
the 82nd and 101lst Airborne Divisions, immediately behind the beaches.
Now, as it turned out, the sea assault on Utah Beach, done on the
4th, or the 6th of June, the assault division was the 4th Infantry
Division, was the least costly of any of the beaches. In other words,
it went off smoothly, almost as it was -- almost precisely as it was
planned, and with relatively few casualities. Now that came as a
result of some good luck, of the terrain -- Utah Beach is very flat,
it's not very good defensive terrain for the Germans -- in other words,
there are no heights that they can get on, as they could ‘at Omaha.
And, finally, as a result of the good work done that night, after
midnight, by the airborne divisions that were dropping in this area

Now, their main purpose was to secure exits from the
beaches. This area was flooded -- here. 8o, as the 4th Infantry
Division came across the beach, they had to be assured that those
exists were open, so they could get off the beach. And that was the
job of the airborne divisions, to secure those exits from the beach,
to -- to secure river crossings, and to guard the right flank of the
Allied Forces.

Utah Beach, then, is -- perhaps, the most unscenic
area in Normandy -- and, for that reason, partially for that reason,
was the least costly of the areas assaulted.

Pointe du Hoc, which you see here in a photograph, is,
as you can tell, a dramatic piece of -- (laughter.) -- piece of
terrain. It's just a spike that sticks into the English Channel.

There will be a ceremony there, a major ceremony,
on June 6th this year. What happened there was one of the most
famous =~- one of the smallest -- but most famous episodes of D-Day,
and that was the Ranger Assault at Pointe du Hoc. Three companies,
of the Second Ranger Battalion, climbed those cliffs; landed by
assault boat at the foot of those cliffs --in that area —-- put rope
ladders up the cliffs, assaulted the cliffs. Their purpose was to
neutralize gun positions, bunkers, that the Germans had put on top of
the bluff. When they got there, they found the bunkers were empty.

They pushed on inland, discovered the guns that had
been removed from the bunkers back in a field, spiked them -- destroyed
them -- and, at that time, were counter—attacked by the Germans, and
spent the next 24 hours literally fighting ior their lives. They
suffered -- of the roughly 200 men that assaulted the cliffs on the
morning of June 6th, 75 of them came down when they were relieved a
little more than 24 hours later. )
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That became of course, a symbol of the tenacity of,
and professionalism, that was embodied in the whole campaign. And,

as I said, there will be on that Pointe, a major ceremony on June
6th of this year.

Q Is that campaign at the bottom or at the top?

COLONEL SKATES: Sir?

Q Is that ceremony at the bottom?

COLONEL SKATES: The ceremony is going to be -- well,
you can't see it, this is sort of fuzzy -- but there is a German
observation post -- incidentally, some of those bunkers are still there.
They've been blown, and -- there are bomb craters all over here still. .
There's an observation post right here. The ceremony, as I understand,

will be right here, behind that observation post and slightly to the
side of it.

Q Can I ask you --

SECRETARY MARSH: General Grande is going to develop
in detail --

COLONEL SKATES: General Grange is going to go into
these ceremonies in more detail.

Q Okay. I want to ask about the assault for just
one second. They did not encounter hostile fire --

COLONEL SKATES:: No, no, if I implied that, I didn't
mean to. In other words, they did not get up the cliffs without loss.
The Germans were there on top of the cliffs, literally throwing rocks
at them, and rolling -- dropping hand grenades down, and firing down
at them. So, they did suffer casualities crossing that open ground to
the foot of the cliffs and trying to assault the cliffs.

My point, the point I was trying to make was that the
heaviest casualities they suffered, came as a result
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of the German counter-attacks later on in the day after they'd already
secured Pointe du Hoc, after they'd already got up the cliffs. But I
did not mean to imply that they didn't ~- they did have casualties.

Q How high are the bluffs?
Q Was that the night that the weather was so terrible?

COLONEL SKATES: The weather was marginal all through the
night. The weather affected -- it was clear, but the weather affected
the seaborne forces more than it did the airborne forces. These people
were, in fact, about 45 minutes late getting to the foot of Pointe du
Hoc because of a strong current and because of some bad guidance they
had gotten -- but also because of a strong current.

Yes, ma'am, the weather was bad. It was clear, but it
was very windy and the sea was almost too rough to do it.

0 How high were those bluffs?

COLONEL SKATES: Those bluffs were about -- I couldn't
give you a precise figure, but they're maybe 100 feet. Wouldn't you
say, sir? About 100 feet. And they're precipitous.

MR. SIMS: We're going to take questions at the end.
So if these fascinating details may wait until then -- we want to get
through this and we'll come back and perhaps -- or else, talk to you
later on.

COLONEL SKATES: Okay. The third area -- and this is
also an American area. What I'm doing is zeroing in on the American
areas and ignoring, of course, the British and Canadians, who actually
landed more troops on D-Day than we did. But, for our purposes, I
think we need to zero in on the Americans. That's a bad choice of
words, isn't it.

Okay. Omaha Beach. There will be a ceremony there, a
major ceremony on the afternoon of June 6th at the Normandy American
Cemetery which sits on the bluffs above Omaha Beach.

Now, Omaha Beach, because of its terrain, because of the
fact that the Germans defended it more tenaciously than they did at
Utah, for a variety of reasons, Omaha Beach was the closest run of
any of the five beaches. 1In fact, by about 8:30 to 9:00 a.m. in the
morning, many people thought that the forces that had landed on Omaha
Beach would not be able to stay there.

SECRETARY MARSH: =-- you had a German unit that was running
anti-invasion maneuvers which contributed to that.

COLONEL SKATES: That's right. There was a German unit
there that intelligence hadn't picked up. They didn't know it was
there. Also, the terrain, itself, is highly defensible. Omaha Beach
is a broad beach but it's backed by, again, steep, precipitous bluffs --
cliffs -- of about 100-150 feet. And the Germans got up in those
cliffs and set gun positions on -- rifle picks on top of the cliffs
and prepared bunkers in the sides of the cliffs that could fire straight
down the beaches.

The heaviest casualties of any units taken on D-Day were
taken by units on Omaha Beach. The 1ll6th Infantry Regiment, the 29th
Infantry Division, which was a part of the Maryland-Virginia National
Guard, which was a Maryland-Virginia National Guard Division -- took
very heavy casualties in the first wave in this area here, on the right-
hand side.

Q What was that unit again?
COLONEL SKATES: It was the 116th Infantry of the 29th

Infantry Division. It was actually attached to the lst Infantry Division
that day, but it was organic. In other words, its parent unit was

MORE



the 29th Infantry Division, which was the Maryland-Virginia Guard --
National Guard Unit.

SECRETARY MARSH: Virginia regiment.

COLONEL SKATES: Virginia regiment, yes, sir. It was
a Virginia regiment.

The -- it turned out to be won by really the initiative
and courage of corporals and sergeants and second lieutenants and
captains, who just, on the beach, took the attitude, as one fellow
put it, "We can stay here and get killed or we can try to move forward
and get killed." And small units then began to work their way off the
beach -- not up those cuts here as had originally been the plan, but
straight up the bluffs. And they began to filter up in small groups
and naval gunfire began to neutralize, began to work on the Germans
pretty well and by noon, small groups were getting off the beach and

up on the bluffs, and the Germans were pulling back. Very close on
the attack --

Q Those cuts are breaks in the bluffs?

COLONEL SKATES: Ma'am?

Q Those cuts are breaks in the bluffs?

COLONEL SKATES: Right. Americans called them draws, but

they're low places. The Germans had those places heavily covered by
fire. And although the original intent had been to secure those cuts

as exits from the beach because those -- up every one of those cuts
ran a road —-- and they wanted to do the same thing at Omaha they did
at Utah, and that was get off the beach, and the Germans realized

that, too, and they had those cuts covered by fire so that these small
parties began to work their way up the bluffs, straight up the bluffs.

SECRETARY MARSH: Could you move over to Utah now.
COLONEL SKATES: Yes. Do you want to switch back to Utah?

SECRETARY MARSH: Yes, I think -- so General Grange can
address the ceremony --

COLONEL SKATES: I'm running over but -- I'll be glad

to take any questions afterwards, but we're running short of time
here. If you want to talk afterwards, I'll be glad to do it.
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General Grange is going to run through the ceremonies
themselves --

0 Colonel Skates, what's your first name?
COLONEL SKATES: Ray.

Q What's your last name?

COLONEL SKATES: Skates.

0 It is?

SECRETARY MARSH: S-k-a-t-e-s.

COLONEL SKATE: S-k-a-t-e-s, wyes, ma'am.

0 S~k-a-t-e-s. And you're a c¢olonel?

COLONEL SKATES: As my wife says, I'm not a real
colonel. I'm a reserve colonel. I'm a history professor.

GENERAL GRANGE: -- let me --
0 Where are you a professor?
0 -— history professor -- where?

COLONEL SKATES: At University of Southern Mississippi.
Q Southern Mississippi --

GENERAL GRANGE: Good afternoon, everybody. I'm
Dave Grange, and I'm the: Chairman of the Coordinating Activity for
Historical Observances. My committee's been together since
February of this year. We number a grand total of about six.
And, of course, Ray Skates is one of my lead men.

Since we've been together, we've identified about
80 -- roughly 80 events that'll take place in Europe between May
and the end of 1984. Now, these take place in Italy, in Luxembourg,
in France, in Belgium, Holland, in the United Kingdom. Now,
most of these have been taking place ever since VE Day. There's
nothing new about these events.

: This being the 40th anniversay, some have taken
on some added significance. And I think Mr. Marsh explained the
reason why.

Of these 80 some events, 17 are important to us --
my committee -- because there's United States forces involvement.
We're a joint organization, so we're interested in not just the
Army but the Navy, the Alr Force, the Coast Guard and the Merchant
Marine, by the way, who was also there in considerable numbers on
that memorable day on June the 6th.

I'd like to discuss just the French activity. But
first of all, of those 17 major events where there are United
States forces involved, - three of them are significant. One is the
liberation of Rome, and there'll be ceremonies on the 2nd of June
there. The next events are in Normandy, and there are events
on both the 5th and 6th of June. And then we move to Belgium on
the :10th of June for a commemorative ceremony in Bastogne, not
just to recognize the Americans who fought the Battle of the Bulge
there, but that also coincides with the Belgium Memorial Day.

But let me get on to what's going to happen in
Normandy -- that's what you're interested in -- on the 5th and
6th of June. On this chart, you see the major events. First of
all, on the 53th of June, there are three: Pointe du Hoc,
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there'll be a reenactment of that assault by the 2nd Ranger Battalion.
This is done by the 10th Special Forces Group, which is stationed

at Bad Toelz in Germany. Also, on the 5th of June, there'll be

a dedication of a memorial, and the time is still to be determined.

It looks, as of this moment -- it'll take place sometime around
mid-afternocon. A new memorial is being erected there by the

American Battle Monuments Commission. It's our monument. The

land was given to us by the French government just recently. And
that monument is being dedicated to those soldiers who landed on

all those beaches on the 6th of June.

And in the afternoon -- late afternoon -- or the 5th
of June, there'll be a reenactment jump at Ste-Mere-Eglise
where the airborne divisions landed -- pretty much the center of

the impact area, those parachutists. But that'll take place late
afterncon. And there'll be paratroopers there from the 82nd
Airborne Division who are flying in from Fort Bragg, jumping in
England, picking up some of their counterparts, their comrades-
in-arms from the British Parachute Regiment, and then flying on
to Normandy to reenact the drop at Sainte-Mere-Eglise.

On the 6th of June, Pointe du Hoc, the 40th anniversary
commemoration of the Ranger landing is a major event because
we believe that President Reagan will attend those ceremonies.
That'll be the first one of the ceremonies he will go to, then
to Omaha Beach for a memorial ceremony there and then on to Utah
Beach, which is the largest by far of all three events.

We still haven't firmed up what's going to happen
in August. That's the 15th of August -- was the date we invaded
southern France. But we expect that that'll get some considerable
attention, too.

Could I have the map, please? Again, just to get
you oriented, Pointe du Hoc here is where .the Rangers landed;
Utah Beach where the 4th Division came in; and Omaha Beach --
our lst Division came in, reinforced by elements of the 29th
Division -- National Guard Division -- with the Virginia Regiment,
the 116th.

Over here is where the parachutists dropped -- ‘the
101st and 82nd Airborne Divisions. This is the first United
States Army under the command of General Omar Bradley.

Let me talk first now about Pointe du Hoc. Again,
a spectacular shot. You can see the observation post. This
is a bunker. This is all concrete-reinforced, built by Rommel
when he was putting in the defensive positions in '43 and '44.
A number of positions are still in tact and, as Ray mentioned,
there are still guns and lots of bomb craters around.

The President will arrive here first. There to greet
him will be the Ambassador of France, Ambassador Galbraith, General
Rogers, the NATO Commander, a senior military representative in
Europe will be there also.
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Very importantly, there'll be roughly 90 Veterans of
the Second Ranger Battalion there, men who actually made that assault
up that c¢liff in the face of the German fire, to welcome our President.

There'll be a plagque unveiled. The President will re-
main there for 35 minutes and then he'll move on to Omaha Beach.

Q Sir, the 90, how does that jive with the 75 --

SECRETARY MARSH: Of the 75, that takes into account those
who could walk back down the cliffs. Those casualties would be those
who were killed in action and those wounded in action, who have been
evacuated by litter.

COLONEIL SKATES: There was also another Ranger Battalion
that did not come -- did not assault the cliffs. It came in further
down the beach and some of those wveterans are from that battalion.

Q How long did you say the President would be there?
GENERAIL GRANGE: Thirty-five minutes.

Now, this is all very tentative. Those plans are not
made by the Pentagon. (Laughter.)

Next slide, please. This is a cemetery at Colleville
in France, American cemetery maintained by our government, and this
is Omaha Beach. This is where the 116th Infantry came across the
bluffs. This is rather high. When you see this smaller piece of
ground, you wonder how they ever made it that day. And the first
division, primarily the 1l6th Infantry, came across right here.

The President will arrive. He'll arrive off --
off the slide. He'll go into a guest house, which is located right
here, to the guest building where he'll have a chance to freshen
up, sign in. They have a guest book there and certainly they'll
want our President's signature there.

He'll move to a chapel, which is located on this end

of the cemetery, spend some time there and then move down to --

move back to the guest house, where he will welcome President Mitterrand
of France.

Q So he walks back and forth? 1Is that how --

GENERAL GRANGE: There's some walking and there's some
riding involved.

0 How many men are buried there?
GENERAL GRANGE: 9,630.

Q How far would you say the cemetery is from the
beach?

GENERAL GRANGE: This is just a short walk. You can
go from -- there are stairs here and there are all sorts of panoramic
maps and sketches and you can tour this whole area. You can walk
from the bluff down to the water in 10 minutes. It's very close.

Q -— in yards or something?

GENERAL GRANGE: 1In yards?
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Q Yes.

GENERAL GRANGE: If you were getting shot at, I guess
they'd be shooting at you at about 500 yards. (Laughter.)

0 Okay. Thanks. I guess some people think in
those terms. (Laughter.)

Q Are we going to get --

GENERAL GRANGE: When you look at that --

Q -- shot at? (Laughter.)

GENERAL GRANGE: When you look at that -- you look where,
you know, there we were and there they were and you wonder —--

Q How high --

GENERAL GRANGE: -- brave men there that day.

Q How are the graves marked?

GENERAL GRANGE: They're marked, as all our graves are

marked, the name of the individual --

0 Right. But -- Is it a cross or -- Is it a cross
or a star --

GENERAL GRANGE: It depends. It depends. There are
crosses of David ~- there are Stars of David. There are crosses.

GENERAL BARKER: No, he means the marker. The markers.
What kind of markers there are -

Q Little flags?
Q Those too.
GENERAL GRANGE: That's right. Those too.

That's the headstone. And it'll be "Private" --you know -- "Joe
Dokes, Infantry --1l6th Infantry," "1ll6th Infantry."

Many of the people sleeping here landed here and this
is as far as they got --

Q They're all Americans? All the ones that --

GENERAL GRANGE: They're all BAmericans there. There
are 33 pairs of brothers there, by the way.

Q Is this where the Roosevelt brothers --

GENERAL GRANGE: The only difference in headstones
are Medal of Honor holders and they have the Medal of Honor and
that's a little gold inlay in the —-- inscribed replica of the Medal
of Honor,

Q Where are the Roosevelt graves?

GENERAL GRANGE: Right about -- right about here. Some-
where in this area. BAnd you're right, there are two Roosevelts
buried there.

0 Did everyone there die in the invasion or in the
whole campaign —--
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GENERAL GRANGE: I really can't answer that too accurate-
ly for you; but you can -- the date's on there. The date's on there, so
many of these say "6 June" or "8 June" or "10 June;" but I would say the
majority of them died in the Normandy campaign, which lasted for
several months.

COLONEL SKATES: I think the General's right. Most of
them died in either the Normandy campaign or in that area of France;
but many of them did not. In other words, in some cases, remains were
brought there from other campaigns. So by no means -- Neither thing
is correct.

Q Like Italy, for example?

COLONEL SKATES: You cannot say that everybody who died
at Normgndy'is buried there. Nor can you say that all of the people
there died at Normandy. They didn't organize the cemeteries that way.

Q And there are sume father-son burials?

GENERAL GRANGE: No father and --

SECRETARY MARSH: Thirty-three brothers.

GENERAL GRANGE: Brothers. Thirty-three pairs of brothers
are buried there --

Q Is that the chapel, that white building in the
background?

GENERAL GRANGE: This is the chapel here. This is the
memorial on this end. There are large panoramic maps in here which
show -- which pretty much show the map I just had up there a moment
ago, the invasion scheme and all the units that participated.

The President moves here with President Mitterrand.
President Reagan and President Mitterrand move here. They both
make brief addresses. We anticipate -- These folks who are allowed

inside -- security corridor -~ there are about 4,000 Veterans that
will be in attendance, but many, many more people there.

Q How many?

SECRETARY MARSH: Four thousand Veterans.

0 American Veterans?

GENERAL GRANGE: Veterans. Four thousand Veterans.
Q American Veterans?

GENERAL GRANGE: And some others, too, but primarily
Americans.

Q Will there be any time when the President, Mitterrand,
Trudeau and Thatcher are together at any of these ceremonies?

GENERAL GRANGE: Let me continue on to another —-- the
next slide. All right? I'll answer your guestion then.
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The President stays here for 50 minutes.
Q 50? 5,072
GENERAL GRANGE: 5,0.

Okay, next slide, please. There's not too much -- the
first two slides are rather interesting slides. This, again, is
Utah Beach. It's drab, sand dune area. It hasn't changed a bit since
1944. The same pastures, several generations removed; the same herds
of cows, and the same French farmers are there. And that is absolutely
it. But you can see, it's sort of flat.

Although there's only 34 miles between Utah and Omaha

Beach, the difference is night and day -- from a high b}uff and rocky
shale beach at Omaha to a flat, sandy, long beach, particularly at
low tide, and low dunes -- no higher than 12 feet -- sand dunes at

Utah Beach. This is where the 4th Division came ashore.

The President leaves Omaha Beach now and goes Fo Utah
Beach. This is 17 miles in a straight line, as the crow flies; 34

miles if you go by road, which alsoc haven't improved very much since
1944.

At this ceremony -- and this is strictly a French ceremony.
The French are the hosts -- France is the host for all the things that

are happening over there on the 5th and 6th of June. And they are the
hosts, but at this particular ceremony, President Mitterrand is calling
all the shots, what happens -- what's going to take place at the time.

Now, here, they'll be joined again possibly by eight
other heads of state. Eight other heads of state. President Mitterrand
is the host here. There will be representative military units from
all the countries and there will be eight 100-man contingents from
various countries who took part in the invasion on the 6th of June.
There will be 2000 -- 2000, Ray? On the shore? Right.

COLONEL SKATES: We're going to -- the U.S. -- they've
given us 2100 veteran spaces.

GENERAL GRANGE: Yes, 2100 spaces -- The French are
controlling the overall block; there will be veterans who have
preference to get in to see this ceremony.

Q What are the countries? Can you list them?

GENERAL GRANGE: United Kingdom, Luxembourg, Belgium,
the Netherlands, Norway, U.S. and -- Canada. I'm sorry.

Q What about the Poles?

GENERAL GRANGE: There will be Polish contingents in
the area. (Laughter.)

Q What does that mean?

GENERAL GRANGE: Well, that's as much as I can give you
now because we don't control the guest list. That's a French
initiative.

Q Well, is this a touchy subject, having Poles there?

GENERAL GRANGE: No.

o] What was the extent of their participation on D-Day?
SECRETARY MARSH: They were part of the invasion --
GENERAL GRANGE: They were part of the invasion force.

SECRETARY MARSH: -- with the British and the Canadians.
There were Czech and Polish units involved in that, if I'm not mistaken.

MORE



Is that right?
COLONEL SKATES: VYes, sir. Yes, sir, that's right.

o] Sir, of the five areas, why did the French pick
Utah for the main, overall ceremony? Is there any reason?

CENERAIL GRANGE: None that I really know of. One of
the reasons you could probably -- if there weould be a reason, I would --
if I had to pick one, you can handle more people there and they expect
to get 20,000 people in that area. It's a flat area. The pastures --
the cow pastures, you can put a lot of people in there.

You notice the cemetery. It's pretty heavily wooded.
It's -- you know, it's beautifully landscaped but it's difficult to

put a lot of people in there where they can observe what's going on
at the memorial.

Q Do you have a name for the town or the village
near the beach where the ceremony will take place?

GENERAL GRANGE: It's right on the beach. There is no
town. There's one small cafe, a little road junction. There's no
buildings there.

Q Will there be any German participation of any kind --
governmental or otherwise?

GENERAL GRANGE: There's none that I know of. But, again,
we have nothing to do with it. Anything other than United States
participation.

Q Will they bring in the honor troops from Germany?
From West Germany?

GENERAL GRANGE: American troops?
Q Yes.

GENERAL GRANGE: Yes. It just so happens that out 1lst
Division is in Germany s0 those soldiers will be wearing the same patch
that went ashore on the 6th of June, 1944, and we'll have some -- we'll
have 4th Division soldiers over on Utah Beach.

And there are 2nd -- there's a 2nd Ranger Batallion alive
and well today in the United States Army. And we'll have a color
guard from the 2nd Ranger Batallion there with the veterans of the 2nd
Ranger Batallion of 1944,

Q Sir, were we told you were -- you're the last officer
who was active at that point? Could you tell us something about what
you did and what you do now?

GENERAL GRANGE: What I 4id then, I was a PFC. I was a

PFC in Italy when D-Day took place. I was in a parachute infantry
regiment.

Q And how is it you -~-- the fact here is that you're
the last man on active duty who was also on active duty on D-Day.

GENERAL GRANGE: Not guite true. I'm the last combat
infantry soldier left, paratrooper. General Vessey was also in Italy

long before I was there. The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs. And he's

~— he's the last -- I guess he and I are the last two combat officers
on active duty.

Q Well, what do you do now?

GENERAL GRANGE: I'm the Chairman of this committee.
shortly to retire.

Q How old are you?
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GENERAL GRANGE: I'm 59. The Secretary already

told you how old I was. He gave you that age -- (laughter) —-
to fit into -- No sense in lying to you.
0 What is the exact title of this committee?

_ GENERAL GRANGE: It's the Coordinating Committee for
Historical Observances.

Q Did you say there's a cemetery at Utah Beach?

GENERAL GRANGE: No, there is none. Now, you know
there are numerous cemeteries in this entire area -- German,
Canadian, French and American. And I'm sure they'll all be
visited during this period. There are numerous activities that
are going to be taking place other than the ones I'm talking about.

Q Well, what is at Utah Beach, then, in a physical
sense? Is there some kind of a memorial there or just --

SECRETARY MARSH: Yes, it's going to be dedicated on
the 5th. —- -

GENERAL GRANGE: Yes, we're putting a memorial
there now. It will be dedicated on the 5th. There is one memorial
there -- a small one -- that was put there by a private organization,
a very special engineer brigade which landed on Utah Beach on
D-Day, 1944. That's a private monument.

Q And the President will do what at Utah?

GENERAL GRANGE: I really can't -- I don't know.
He'll be there. I don't think he speaks. He doesn't speak
at Utah. He merely attends --

Q There was no trouble organizing a ceremony
involving --

GENERAL GRANGE: That's right.

) ~-—- all the heads of state and he will be
one of them?

GENERAL (GRANGE: He will be one of them.

Q Can you describe the ceremony to us --
what will happen?

GENERAL GRANGE: As much as I know about it right
now, and it changes because it's a French ceremony, the dignitaries --

the heads of state -- are on a reviewing stand facing the sea.
They're just forward of the dunes -- in other words, the dunes
to their back -- they're facing the sea. So, I guess they will

be at low tide, apparently, because they get that tremendous strand
out there.

They'll have all the colors in the center -- all
the representative nations' colors in the center. There'll be
two French units on either side of the colors and then one each
going out of all the other nations that are represented with
their soldiers.

On both sides, there'll be reserved sections for
the veterans -- all nationalities. This is strictly -- there'll
be a speech by Mitterand. There'll be certainly honors and
the national anthems of all will be played. And then they'll either
be a trooping of the line by all the dignitaries, all the heads of
state, or there'll be a passing review by a reviewing stand. That
hasn't been quite firmed up yet. And then all the troops will go
by the reviewing stand.

SECRETARY MARSH: Dave, maybe we'd better make one point
here so there's no misunderstanding. There will be an American
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monument dedicated at Utah Beach on the day before Normandy, on June 5th.
And that monument is being placed there by the American Battlefield
Monuments Commission. It's a granite ~- how tall is it, Dave?

GENERAL GRANGE: Twenty-four feet tall, and it's red
granite and it's -- what did I say? Four feet.

SECRETARY MARSH: So that monument will be there when
they get there on the 6th and it will have been dedicated the day before.
There's not been one such at Utah.

Q What will be written on the monument?

GENERAL GRANGE: I don't know. I don't know the exact
words. N

Q What security measures are the French taking against
demonstrations? Are there planned demonstrations?

GENERAL GRANGE: I haven't heard of any. I haven't heard
of any activities of that nature at all. There are certainly going to
be tremendous security measures. In fact, one of tiie jobs that we
have -- one of our missions is to identify -- and we've got a pretty
good handle on veterans groups that are coming over. There have been
30 groups identified so far.

That ranges from the lst Division Association to the
Gold Star Mothers to the Disabled American Veterans, the Jewish
American Veterans, the Italian American Veterans. All these groups,
we're in constant contact with them. We've got a pretty good grip

on how many are going to go with their families. There's a pass
system.

People who are allowed access to the ceremonies have to
go through a metal detector, same precautions you have here. And
there are color passes which designate who you are -- whether or not
you're a veteran. Veterans get preference. This is their show.

0] Do they have to pass through the detectors? The
guests?

GENERAL GRANGE: Of course.
Q The veteran guests?

GENERAL GRANGE: They do.

o] Do you know how many American veterans will be there?

GENERAL GRANGE: We've identified close to 4000 now, but
those are ones who are in associations and groups. And these are
commercial tour groups. Now, goodness knows how many of them are over
there -- out fishing in England, you know, on the 15th of May and
decide to rent a car and go to Cherbourg and, you know, come across

on a ferry -- or rather go to Portsmouth and come across to Cherbourg
on a ferry and then just show up that day.

0 But aren't these closed events?
GENERAL GRANGE:
Q They're not closed?

GENERAL GRANGE: They're not closed as far as getting on
the periphery of the ceremonial areas.

Q Like how far away?

GENERAL GRANGE: I really don't know. I think each one
is going to have to depend on the terrain, and what the French security
people think is safe and prudent.

0] I thought I had
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read that the normal tours in this area are all off for the 5th, 6th
and 7th.

GENERAL GRANGE: No. Oh, no. We're mailing out blocks
of passes to the tour group right now.

Q How long are the ceremonies that you're talking
about --

GENERAL GRANGE: -- State Department, a sort of notice
to travelers, that if you haven't made reservations ahead of time
and are thinking, you know, to casually drop in and see the event
and activities of Normandy, pleases don't go, because you're not going to

find a place to stay. Reservations will be very difficult, there
will be lots of security ~--

SECRETARY MARSH: They had a question on how
long the Utah ceremonies?

Q Yes.
SECRETARY MARSH: How long the Utah ceremonies will be --

GENERAL GRANGE: The Utah ceremony goes for about
60 minutes.

Q -— about an hour --

Q At whose request will people be passing through
metal detectors? Is that a request by the U.S. government for
security around President Reagan?

GENERAL GRANGE: No, I think -- it's just the normal
security precautions --

SECRETARY MARSH: We can't answer that. You'd have to
ask someone else.

GENERAL GRANGE: The French -- since they're the hosts,
I think that they would certainly want to be sure that it's secure
as possible.

Q How many troops participated altogether in the
invasion?

GENERAL GRANGE: In the invasion? Ray, do you --

COLONEL SKATES: Let me -- it seems like a simple
guestion, but it's not. It depends on whether you're talking about
the 24 hours of D-~day itself. And that figure is -- I've seen estimates
anywhere from 154,000 to -- the highest I've seen is 155,000. The

best estimate's about 80,000 British, 70,000 U.S. And that includes
the airborne contingents on D-Day itself.

GENERAL GRANGE: If you-take the first wave, less than that.
COLONEL SKATES: Take the first wave, it's less than
that. In other words, if you take the assault wave, you're talking

about regimental size units, now they were beefed up regiments.

Q That includes all these other little groups, like
the Poles and the --

COLONEL SKATES: Right, yes. Yes.

Q And what were the casualties figures of those --
COLONEL SKATES: Again, that's not a simple question.
SECRETARY MARSH: It varies by regiment. The 116th was

841 in the first 24 hours, as I recall.
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COLONEL SKATES: That's right. 1In that regiment --
you see, as he says, 841 people died the first 24 hours --

SECRETARY MARSH: That was total casualties.

COLONEL SKATES: I'm sorry —-- total casualties =-- that's
about one -- almost a fourth --

SECRETARY MARSH: It was 24 percent of the regiment --

COLONEL SKATES: -— of the regiment. There were other
regiments -- depending on where you were -- if you were on the right
hand side of Omaha Beach you really caught hell. If you were at
Utah Beach, you just walked on to shore --

Q Doesn't anyone know how many people died there?

COLONEL SKATES: About 1400 deaths in a 24 hour -- I
can give you precise figures on the first week. The problem is
pinning down official casualties for that date, because units were --
well, it's just a very complicated question --

Q That's just for the army?

COLONEL SKATES: I'm not trying to dodge any -- it's
just a complicated --

0 Was that just the army?

COLONEL SKATES: Those are people on the beaches plus
the airborne drop -- force plus the airborne divisions.

Q What was it for the first week, then?

COLONEL SKATES: First week -- I've got that somewhere --
it was 1800, there were 1816 people killed between 6 June and 14 June
in the Normandy campaign. Another 9,450 wounded -- in that first
week -- and about 7,600, and it seems to me it was about 7,688 --
I'll look it up precisely if you want it -- 7,688 missing.

Q And this includes --

COLONEL SKATES: Now, some of those missing, of course,
eventually would be dead, turn up as dead. Well, that's --
again, the only way to put it.

GENERAL GRANGE: You know, a lot of the airborne units --
_they didn't have a chance to evacuate anybody for the first 72 hours.

SECRETARY MARSH: And this is true of all the Allied
forces --

GENERAL GRANGE: In fact, they rescued, I think, 2,000
people in the one division after 48 hours -- so those guys are out
there wounded for several days before they even got to an aid station,
so there's no way to report those kind of things.

Q Well, how do these casualties relate to other
battles in history? I mean, is it something that was expected -- the
casualty rate? Was it exceptionally heavy? Possibly light?

COLONEL SKATES: I think it was =--
they expected everywhere except Omaha. And, at -- at Omaha it was
heavy for those first wave units --

SECRETARY MARSH: Yes, and those two regiments there --
the lé6th, the llé6th --

COLONEL SKATES: -- it was very heavy for those regiments.
Now again, it depends on what battle you're talking about. In some
battles units get -- like the Battle of the Bulge -- units were just
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eliminated. I mean, they just disappeared in that German onslaught.
And, so -- again, overall the casualties were lighter than they thought
they would be.

MR. SIMS: Can we move on to General Barker and then
take the rest of your guestions, please.

SECRETARY MARSH: General Llyle Barker, our Public Affairs
Officer, as you well know, will cover the activities that will take
place in the United States. And there are a number of those going
on throughout all the major installations here in the United States.

GENERAL BARKER: 1I'll just take a minute of your time.
What I'd like to do is share with you that there are a lot of activi-
ties that are taking place in the United States as part of the
awareness program, primarily led by veterans organizations. One of
the most interesting ones, I think, here in Washington will be this
parade that will take place on the Ellipse which will involve all the
services and be a special recognition of the events that took place
that day.

Also, there will be a major naval exhibit -- by the Navy
of combat art at the National Museum.

Just to give you an idea of the representative types of
things that are happening around the country, all these events are
sponsored or hosted by military organizations that you see here, but
with very heavy veterans organization involvement. They involve such
things as planting of trees. They're using soil from the Normandy
area. But other activities, so that all veterans throughout the
country can actively take part in programs commemorating the date.
And this just shows you some of the variety.

Throughout the country these things are taking place
and being sponsored or hosted by military activities.

Just one other thing I'd like to mention, and that is,
a lot of activities are supporting our programs. One of them, for
example, the U.S. Football League, another, the Major League Baseball.
All planned various types of activities on their games on the 6th or
on the Sunday preceding for the U.S. Football League, to commemorate
the veterans that participated in these events.

Yes?
Q Has the mention of the Russians been restored to
Eisenhower's D-Day Proclamation -- that was stricken by the --

GENERAL BARKER: I really don't know.

Q Where were General Eisenhower and Montgomery at
this time? Where were they located?

GENERAL BARKER: What I'm talking about here are those
events that will take place -- yes?

Q No, I mean the Utah Beach --

MR. SIMS: Naomi, could we go through his and then get
your guestions, please.

GENERAL BARKER: Yes. Well, that basically covers --
what I wanted to get across is that there are very large organizational
sessions or programs scheduled throughout the countrv that are designed
to allow everybody to participate who desires to participate.

There are school prégrams, essay contests --you name the
type of activity -- sponsored by the military and veterans organizations
across the country. That's it.

MR. SIMS: All right. I think we can take some guestions.
Maybe some of you want to linger with the historian.
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Q. Do I understand that we have a kit which has the slides
in it -- photographs and so forth?

GENERAL BARKER: Yes. There's a copy of all the visuals
that you've seen here. It will be at the door as you leave. We also
have some video tapes that we have made available to some of the net-

works on reguest. We have them available, and if any of you are
interested in those, we can certainly make those available to you.

SECRETARY MARSH: Do you have a -- do you want to use that
one now?

He's got one now if you want to see it. It's three
minutes.

MR. SIMS: Shall we run the 3-minute one?

Q Yes.

Q Yes.

(Video is shown.)

MR. SIMS: If there are any more general questions, we
could take them now. We've taken about an hour of the Secretary
and others' time. I might ask -- particularly Colonel Skates if he
could stay with you awhile. I'd like to close the briefing and let
those who want to ask further questions hang in here, if that's
all right.

Any other general questions?

Thank you.

THE PRESS: Thank you.

END 4:30 P.M. EDT
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THE PRESIDENT: Mr. President, distinguished quests,
we stand today at a place of battle, one that 40 vears ago saw and
felt the worst of war. Men bled and died here for a few feet of -
or inches of sand as bullets and shellfire cut throuah their ranks.
About them, General Omar Bradley later said, "Every man who set foot
on Omaha Beach that day was a hero.”

No speech can adequately portray their suffering, their
sacrifice, their heroism. President Lincoln once reminded us that
through their deeds, the dead of battle have spoken more eloquently
for themselves than any of the living ever could. PBut we can only
honor them by rededicating ourselves to the cause for which they
gave a last full measure of devotion.

Today, we do rededicate ourselves to that cause. And
at this place of honor, we are humbled by the realization of how
much so many gave to the cause of freedom and to their fellow man.

Some who survived the battle of June 6, 1944, are here
today. OCthers who hopcd to return never digd.

"Someday, Lis, I'll go back,” said Private First Class
Peter Robert Zanatta, of the 37th Engineer Combat Battalion, and
first assault wave to hit Omaha Beach. "I'll go baclk and I1'll see
it all acain. I'll sce the becach, the barricades and the graves.®

Those words of Private Zanatta come to us from his
daughter, Lisa Zanatta Henn, in a heart-rending story about the
event her father spoke of so often. "In his words, the Normandy-
Invasion would change his life forever," she said.

She tells some of his stories of World War II, but says
of her father, "the story to end all stories was D-Day."

"He made me feel the fear of being on- that boat waiting
to land. I can smell the ocean and feel the seasickness. I can
see the looks on his fellow scldiers' faces, the fcar, the anguish,
the uncertainty of what lay ahead. 2nd when they landed, I can feel
the strength and courage of the men who took those first steps
through the tide to what must have surely looked like instant death.”
Private Zanatta's daughter wrote to me, "I donft Fnow

-
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now or why I can feel this emptlness, this fear, or this
determlnatlon, but I do. Maybe it's the bond I had with my father.
All I know is that it’ brings tears to my eyes’ to think about my
father as a 20—year-old '‘boy having to face that beach."

ot

The anniversary of D- Day was always special for her
family; and like all the families of those who went to war, she
describes how shé came to realize her own father's survival was a

. miracle.,

"So many men died. I know that my father watched
many of his friends be killed. I know that he must have died inside
.-a& little each time. But his explanation to me was, 'You did what
you had to do and you kept on going.'”"

; “When men like Private Zanatta and all our Allied forces
stormed the'beaches of Normandy 40 years ago, they came not as
conquerors, but as liberators. When these troops swept across the
French countryside and into the forests of Belgium and Luxembourg,
they came not to take, but to return what had been wrongly seized.
When our forces marched into Germany, they came not to prey on a
brave and defeated people, but to nurture the seeds of democracy .
anong those who yearned to be free-again.

We salute them today. But, Mr. President, we also
salute those who, like yourself, were already engaging the enemy
inside your beloved country -- the French Resistance. Your valiant
struggle for France did so much to cripple the enemy and spur the
advance of the armies -of liberation. The Frenci Forces of the
Interior will forever personify courage and national spirit; they
will be a timeless inspiration to all who are free, and to all who
would be free.

Today, in their memory, and for all who fought here,
we celebrate the triumph of democracy. We reaffirm the unity of
democratic peoples who fought a war and then joined with the
vanquished in a firm resolve to keep the peace.

From a terrible war we learned. that unity made us
invincible; now, in peace, that same unity makes us secure. We
- sought to bring all freedom-loving nations together in a community
dedicated to’ the defense &nd preservation of our sacred values.
our alliance, forged in-the crucible of war, tempexed and shaped
by the realities of the post-war world, has succeeded. In Europe,
the threat has been contained, the peace has been kept. .

Today, the living here assembled - off1c1als, veterans,
citizens -- are a tribute to what was achieved here 40 years ago.

This ‘land is secure. We are free. These things are worth flghtlng
and -dying.for. - . o ‘

Lisa Zanatta Henn began her story by quoting her father,
who promlsed that he would return to Normandy. She ended with a v
promlse to her father, who died 8 years ago of cancer: -"I'm
going theré, Dad, and I‘'ll see the beaches and the barricades and
the monuments. I'll see the graves and I'll put flowers there just
like 'you wanted to do. I'll feel all the things you made me feel
through your stories and your eyes. I'll never forget what you went

through, Dad, nor will I let anyone else forget. And, Dad, I'll
always be proud.”

Through the words of his loving daughter, who is here
with us today, a D-Day veteran has shown us the meaning of this day
far better than any President can. It is enough for us to say about
Private Zanatta and all the men of honor and courage who fought
beside him four decades ago: We will always remember. We will
always be proud. We will always be prepared, so we may always be
free.

END 4:40 P.M. (L)
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THE PRESIDENT: We're here to mark that day in history
when the Allied armies joined in battle to reclaim this continent
to likerty. For four long years, much of Europre had been under a
terribtie shadow. Free nations had fallen, Jews cried out in the
camps, millions cried out for liberation. Europe was enslaved and
the world prayed for its rescue. lHere, in Normandy, the rescue
began. Here, the Allies stood and fought against tyranny in a
giant undertaking unparalleled in human history.

He stand on a lonely,windswept point on the northern
shore of France. The air is soft: but 40 years ago at this moment,
the air was dense with smoke and the cries of men and the air
was filled with the crack of rifle fire and the roar of cannon.

At dawn, on the morning of the 6th of June, 1944, 225 Rangers

jumped off the British landing craft and ran tc the bottom of these
cliffs. Their mission was one of the most difficult and darinag of
the Invasion: to climb these shecer and desolate cliffs and take out
the enemy guns. The Allies had been told that some of the mighticst

of these guns were here and they would be trained on the bkeaches to
stop the Allied advance.

The Rangers looked up and saw the enemy soldiers., the
edge of the c¢liffs shooting down at them with machine guns and
throwing grenades. And the American Rangers began to climb. They
shot rope ladders over the face of these cliffs and began to pull
themselves up. When one Ranger fell, another would tcke his place.
When one rope was cut, a Ranger would grab another anc becinr his
climb again. " They climbed, shot back and held their footing. Soon,
one by one, the Rangers pulled themselves over the top and 1n
seizing the firm land at the top of these cliffs, they began to
seize back the Continent of Zurope.

Two hundred and twenty-five came here. 2fter two days
of fighting, only 20 could still kear arms.

Behind me is a memorial that symbolizes the Ranger
daggers that were thrust into the top of these cliffs. 7nd hefore
me are the men who put them there.

These are the koys of Pointe du Hoc. (Applause.) These
are the men who took the cliffs. These arc the champions who helped
free a continent. These ara the heroes who helped end a war.

MORE




Gentlemen, I look at you and I think of the wvords of
Stephen Spender's poem. You are men who in your "lives fought
for life . . . and left the vivid air signed with your honor."

I think I know what you may be thinking right now:
Thinking "we were just part of a bigger effort; everyone was
brave that day." Well, everyone was. Do you remember the story
of Bill Millin of the S5lst Highlanders? Forty years ago today,
British troops were pinned down near a bridge, waiting desperately
for help. Suddenly, they heard the sound of bagpipes, ard some
thought they were dreaming. Well, they weren't. They looked
up and saw Bill Millin with his bagpipes, leading the reinforcements
and ignoring the smack of the bullets into the ground around him.

Lord Lovat was with him -- Lord Lovat of Scotland
who calmly announced when he got to the brifge: "Sorry I'm
a few minutes late,” as if he'd been delayed by a traffic jam,
when in truth he'd just come from the bloody fighting on Sword
Beach which he ard men had just taken.

There was the impossible valor of the Poles who threw
themselves between the enemy and the rest of Europe as the invasion
took hold. And the unsurpassed courage of the Canadians who had
already seen the horrors of war on this coast. They knew what
awaited them there, but they would not be deterred. And once
they hit Juno Beach, they never looked bhack.

All of these men were part of a rollcall of honor with
names that spoke of a pride as bright as the colors they hore:
The Royal Winnipeg Rifles, Poland's 24th Lancers, the Royal Scots
Fusiliers, the Screaming Eagles, the Yeomen of England's armored
divisions, the forces of Free France, the Coast Guard's "Matchbhox
Fleet" and you, the American Rargers.

Forty summers have passed since the battle that you
fought here. You were young the day you took these cliffs; some
of you were hardly more than boys, with the deepest joys of 1life
before you. Yet, you risked everything here. Why? Why did vyou
do it? What impelled you to put aside the instinct for self-
preservation and risk your lives to take these cliffs? What insnired
all the men of the armies that met here?

MORE
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_ We look at you, and somehow we know the answer. It
was faith and belief; it was loyalty and love.

The men of Normandy had faith that what they were
doing was right, faith that they fought for all humanity, faith
that a just God would grant them mercy on this beachhead -- or on
the next. It was the deep knowledge, and pray God we have not lost
it, that there is a profound, moral difference between the use of
force for liberation and the use of force for conguest. You were
here to liberate, not to conquer, and so you and those others did
not doubt your cause. And you were right not to doubt.

You all knew that some things are worth dying for:
one's country is worth dying for; and democracy is worth dying for,
because it's the most deeply honorable form of government ever
devised by man. All of you loved liberty; all of you were willing

to fight tyranny; and you knew the people of your countries were
behind you.

The Americans who fought here that morning knew word
of the Invasion was spreading through the darkness back home. They
fouyht =-- or felt in their hearts, though they couldn't know in
fact, that in Georgia they were filling the churches at 4:00 a.m.,
in Kansas they were kneeling on their porches and praying, and in
Philadelphia they were ringing the Liberty Bell.

Samething else helped the men of D-Day: Their
rockhard belief that Providence would have a great hand in the
events that would unfold here; that God was an ally in this great
cause. And, so, the night before the Invasion, when Colonel
Wolverton asked his parachute troops to kneel with him in prayer
he told them: Do not bow your heads but look up so you can see God
and ask His blessing in what we're about to do. Also that night,
General Matthew Ridgway on his cot, listening in the darkness for

the promise God made to Joshua: "I will not fail thee nor forsake
thee."

These are the things that impelled them; these are
the things that shaped the unity of the Allies.

Wwhen the war was over, there were lives to be rebuilt
and governments to be returned to the people. There were nations
to be reborn. Above all, there was a new peace to be assured.
These were huge and daunting tasks. But the Allies summoned strength
from the faith, belief, loyalty and love of those who fell here.
They rebuilt a new Europe together.

There was first a great reconciliation among those
who had been enemies, all of whom had suffered so greatly. The
United States did its part, creating the ilarshall Plan to help
rebuild our allies and our former enemies. The Marshall Plan led
to tne Atlantic Alliance -- a great alliance that serves to this
day as our shield for freedom, for prosperity, and for peace.

MORE
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In spite of our great efforts and successes, not all
that followed the end of the war was happy, or planned. Some liberated
countries were lost. The great sadness of this loss echoes down to
our own time in the streets of Warsaw, Praque, and East Berlin.
Soviet troops that came to the center of this continent did not leave
when peace came. They're still there, uninvited, unwanted, unyielding,
almost 40 years after the war.

Because of this, allied forces still stand on this
continent. Today, as 40 years ago, our armies are here for only one
purpose -- to protect and defend democracy. The only territories we
hold are memorials like this one and graveyards where our heroes rest.

We in America have learned bitter lessons from two
world wars: It is better to be here ready to protect the peace, than
to take blind shelter across the sea, rushing to respond only after
freedom is lost. We've learned that isolationism never was and never
will be an acceptable response to tyrannical governments with an
expansionist intent.

But we try always to be prepared for peace; prepared to
deter aggression; prepared to negotiate the reduction of arms; and,
yes, prepared to reach out again the spirit of reconciliation.

In truth, there is no reconciliation we would welcome more than a
reconciliation with the Soviet Union, so, together, we can lessen the
risks of war, now and forever.

' It's fitting to remember here the great losses also
suffered by the Russian people during World War II: 20 million
perished, a terrible price that testifies to all the world the

necessity of ending war. I tell you from my heart that we, in the Unitec
States do not want war. We want to wipe from the face of the earth
the terrible weapons that man now has in his hands. And I tell you,

we are ready to seize that beachhead -~ we look for some sign from the
Soviet Union that they are willing to move forward, that they share

cur desire and love for peace, and that they will give up the ways of
congquest. There must be a changing there that will allow us to turn

our hope into action. '

We will pray forever that some day that changing will
come. But for now, particularly today, it is good and fitting to
renew our commitment to each other, to our freedom, and to the alliance
that protects it.

We are bound today by what bound us 40 years age, the
same loyalties, traditions, and beliefs. We're bound by reality. The
strength of America's allies is vital to the United States, and the
American security guarantee is essential to the continued freedom of
Europe's democracies. We were with you then; we are with you now.

Your hopes are our hopes, and your destiny is our destiny.

Here, in this place where the West held together, let
us make a vow to our dead. Let us show them by our actions that we
understand what they died for; let our actions say to them the words
for which Matthew Ridgway listened: "I will not fail them nor
forsake thee."

Strengthened by their courage, heartened by their valor,
and borne by their memory, let us continue to stand for the ideals
for which they lived and died.

Thank you very much and God bless you all. (Applause.)

END 1:35 P.M. (L)
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USA veterans
flock back on
anniversary

ar . By Richard Pri
It's our chanCe tea Tobay o

By JONNORDHEIMER
Special to The New York Times

LONDON, April 9 — A New York
City homicide detective who worked on
the Son of Sam case will be there. So
will an Episcopal minister from Ala-
bama.

A woman who never knew her father,
who died there, will make the trip. An-
other, whose husband was killed on the
first day, will be there. Their son wiil
not be there. He died in Vietnam.

They are among the thousands of
Americans who will be with President
Reagan, Queen Elizabeth 11, President
Frangois Mitterrand and Canadian of-
ficrals when old allies gather on the
French beaches at Normandy on June 6
to mark the 40th anmiversary of the

D-Day landings. — maybe our The Rev. George Wood will
orld War Il veterans, their fami- look for the French school-
lies, military units and security person- laSt Chance -

house where he crouched that
morning while German guns
blazed a hundred yards away.
William Vandermay will scan

happened’ the waterfront for signs of the
concrete port he helped haul

says Vet, /3 across the English Channel

S that afternoon. Samuel Bos-
well will find the stretch of sand on Utah Beach where he
picked up wounded paratroopers that night and “never saw
so many broken legs in my life.”

Forty years after they left the beaches and hedgerows of
Normandy, these D-Day veterans are going back — and
they won't find the going lonely. With a suddenness that has
surprised governments and delighted travel agents, thou-
sands of American men who fought there — along with the
families of men who died there — are preparing to launch
the second D-Day invasion.

"Call it a sentimental journey,” says Wood, a 73-year-old
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nel are scheduled to descend on the
Normandy coast that day for a senti-
mental and reverent visit to the battle-
field that opened the Second Front.

Another Chance for Many

Thousands of other American veter-
ans are expected over the course of the
summer toretrace their steps through
other battlefields in France, the Neth-
erlands and Belgium. It will be a
chance to get one more look at places
that represented the greatest personal
tests of their lives. They had stormed
ashore at Normandy as young gnen,
many still in their teens. And now they
are returning to the beaches and fields
where it seemed that the fate of the
world hung in the balance in the sum-
mer of 1944.

“Everyone who was there the first
time wants to make this trip if they

can,”” said Don Lassen of Atlanta, edi-
tor of Static Line, a monthly publica- B2
tion circulated to about 15,000 United
States paratroop veierans.

Plans Stiil Not Settled

1o relive what

Fridos, Apesd . 191 THE WASHINGTON POST

The number of American veterans
planning to visit Normandy 1s placed at
10,000 or more. No central office is
coodinating their travel plans, so the
numbers that will actually materialize
islargely a matter of guesswork.

Reports on the number of visitors ex-
pected at Normandy on D-Day have
ranged up to 30,000 on 1,000 buses.
Plans for the official ceremonies at the
landing beaches on the anniversary
day are still unsettled. The vast se-
curity problems posed by the appear-
ance of Mr. Reagan, the Queen and Mr.

NORMANDY...Pg. 2

JACK EISEN
D S : . '
A Day to Remember

ere’s a resolution, introduced in
HCongress by a local legislator,
that seemns sure of pagssage. Sen.
John W. Warner (R-Va) has pro-
posed that June 6 be designated as
D-Day National Remembrance Day,
noting the invasion of Europe 40

years ago that led to the defeat of
the Axis.

In introducing the measure, War-
ner noted that 37 members of the
Senate, himself included, are veter-
ans of World War I1. Obviously, I'm
aging: 1 would have thought the
number would have been larger. But
when I became a Capitol Hill report-
er for this paper, there still was one
Spanish-Amesican War veteran serv-
ing in the House.

* * *

Helen Young, Chief, Current News Branch, §37-8765
For special research services or distribution call Harry Zubkoff, Chief, News Clipping & Analysis Service, 695-2884

Daniel Friedman, Assistant Chief







40th ANNIVERSARY OF D-DAY

April 11, 1984

D-DAY NATIONAL
REMEMBRANCE

Tihe SPEAKER. For what purpose
does the genileman from Kansas rise?

Mr. WINN. Mr. Speaker, because of
the noise in the Chamber, it has been
called to my attention that I objected
to House Joint Resclution 487, the D-
day National Remembrance., 1 with-
draw that objection.

The SPEAKER. It is too late to
withdraw the gbjection.

Does the gentlewoman from Indiana
(Mrs. HaLL) wish 0 renew the request?

Mrs. HALL of Indiank. Yes. Mr.
Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Committee on Post
Office and Civil Service be discharged
from futher consideration of the joint
resolution (H.J. Res. 487) to designate
June 6, 1384, as “D-day National Re-
membrance,” and ask for its immedi-
ate consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the joint
resclution.

The SPEAKFER. Is there objection
to the reguest of the gentlewoman
from Indiana?

There was no objection.

The Cilerk read the joint resolution,
as folloa s

H.J, REs. 4B7

Whereas June 6, 1984, marks the fortieth
anniversary of D-day, the day of the begin-
ning of the Allied assaulit at Normandy,
France:

Whereas the D-day assanlt was the most
exlensive amphibious operation ever to
occur, involving on the first day of the oper-
atiop five thousand ships, eieven thousand
sorties of Aillied aircraft, and one hundred
and {ifiy-lhree thousand Ainerican, British,
and Canadian troops;

Whersas American troops saffered signifi-
cant losses during the assault, including cne
thousand four hundred and sixty-five dead,
three thousand one hundred and eighty-
four wounded, one thousand nine himdred
and 1wenty-eight missing iz action, and
rwenty-siv easiured; snd

Waer 0 1L T A ¢ = caett was among the
mos. P oevents of Worid War I siaer
115 success led uliimate'y ta the Ailied victo-
ry in Europe: Now, therefore, be it

Resclved by the Senale cnd House of Rep-
resentatives of the United Siates of America
in Congress assew.bled, That June 6, 1984, is
designated as “D-day Nationai Remem-
brance”, and the President is auihorized
and reguested 10 issue & proclamation call-
ing upon the people of the United States o
observe such day with appropriate ceremo-
nies and activities.
® Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, 40 vears
ago today, some of the finest military
officers in the U.S. Army and Ravy
were involved with our British allics in
the final planning and preparations
for the greatest amphibious landing in
the history of the world.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE

History remembers many dates and
many events, Yet foew dates and few
events are as remembered as D-day—
June 6, 1944—the day on which the
Allied invasion of Normandy bezan.
Operation “Overlord,” the Allied inva-
cicn of France, marked the beginning
of the final push against Nazi Ger-
many that brought the horrors and
atrocities of the Second World War to
a final conclusion less than & year
later,

For millions of Americans, Omaha,
Juno, Utah, Gold, and Sword are more
than just words, they symbolize the
beaches on which over 9,000 American,
Britich, French, and Canadian troops
gave their lives on that June 6, 40
vears 2go. That military operation in-
volved great risks, but it also held
great promise for bringing an end to a
war that engulfed the world. Over
150,600 soldiers were involved in the
first @ay of the battle. Some of the
finest military minds and ground
commanders were involved in that op-
eration—-George Marshall, Dwight
Eisenhower, Omar Bradley, Sir Ber-
nard Montgomery, among others.

Mr. Speaker, it is most appropriate
that this House pass legiclation calling
upon &1l Awrricans to comrmemorate
and remember that day. I thenk the
miore: than 239 ¢ my colleagues in the
House who have joined mie in coxpon-
saring this resolution to enmiremorate
D-day. I commend my distinguished
culiearue from Indiana (Mrs Haiwl),
for her help in quickiy bringing this to
the DNoor of the House so we will have
adequate time to mark this eommemo-
ration,

Lir. Speaker, the resnlution which is
up for consideration in the House
today not only honors the men of D-
day, it also honors the spirit in which
thiey served. D-day has become a
symbol of the bravery. courage, and
self-sacrifice of the thousands of men
and women who fought to preserve
our democratic way of life and to re-
slore it to Western Europe. It is impor-
tant that we remember the sacrifices
they made in order that we might live
in a free society.@ .
® Mr. MONTGOMERY. Mr, Spesker,
I want to congratulate my distin-
euished colleague from California (Mr.
Tom Larntos), for introducing House
Joint Resclution 487, to designate
June 6, 1984 as “D-day National Re-
membrance.” I was delighted to join as
a cosponsor of this resolution when it
was first introduced, and I strongly
support its enactment.

Mr. Speaker, many battles were
feught to preserve freedom in World
War II but one battle wiil never be for-
gotren. It occurred on June 6. 1944,
when American and allied {forces
joinzed together to regain a foothold in
Eurcpe. June 6, 1984, marks the 40th
anniversary of D-dovw, the dale of tiwe
allied assault on Normandy, France.

This assauit involved over 5,000

H 2743

naval vessels; 11,000 sorties of allied
aircraft; and 153,000 American, Brit-
ich, and Canadian troops. It was prob-

ably the most comprehensive and com-
plex plan ever undertaken by our mili-
tary leaders. It was carried out with
dispatch. Within 24 hours from the
time it was launched the allied troops
had breached Hitler's much propagan-
dized Atlantic Wall,

The price we pay for freedom, Mr.
Speaker, is high, The losses in both
men and material were heavy during
the Normandy invasion. Allied casual-
ties totaled more than 10,200. Amerl-
can troops suffered 1,465 killed, 3,184
wounded, and 1,928 missing in action.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to join my
distineuished colleague from Califor-
nia in supporting this resolution. In
my view, D-day Is one of the most sig-
nificant dates in the history of the
United States.@

The joint resolution was ordered to
be engrossed and read a third time,
was read the third time, and passed,
and & motion to reconsider was laid on,
the table. -—

NORMANDY. ..
Continued

oversexed and over here’ attitudes
about the Americans at the time but it
was mostly in jest,”” Mr. Woodward
said.

In Ste.-Mére-Eglise, Normandy, the
tirst town liberated when 82d Airborne
paratroopers landed in the village
square just after midnight on June 6,
the same warmth also exists.

‘Very Emotional Experience’

‘““This is about the only town in
France with a tight relationship with
Americans,”” said Philippe Jutras, an
American World War Il veteran who
}}as returned to Ste.-Mére-Eglise to

ive.

Andy Kilcullen, a retired Brooklyn
homicide detective, will be one of the
150 C47 Club veterans making this
year’s pilgrimage to Ste.-Mere-Eglise.

“It’s a very emotional experience for
anyone who was there,”” Mr. Kilcullen
said by telephone from Florida. He
said two other former New York police
officers who were in the 82d and made
the jump were going back with him.

Herecalls the early hours of the inva-
sion vividly and the jump into the
blackness of a Norman field. The
wrong field, as it turned out.

He was captured by the Germans 18
hours later, taken to Germany and im-
prisoned. He escaped several months
later and made his way through Poland
and into the Ukraine and eventual
repatriation.

After that, he said, Brooklyn murder
and mayhem seemed a breeze.
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D-DAY INVASION...Continued

I turn in for a final nap.

10:30 p.m.: The boatswain just piped, *All hands,
man your battle stations.”” The bugfe blows, “General
quarters.” It has begun.

Wherg is the enemy? We have waited for a response
every minute. Is it possible that this is a surprise? Of
course, pathfinder planes have been going over with
parachutists all this time, but the extent of the operation
is masked. Later on, we learn the enemy is confused.
They are sure the attack will come elsewhere. The Fithrer
sleeps. The night is overcast. Somewhere up there, the
moon is one night from being full.

2a.m., June 6: For an hour, planes have gone over;
suppose they are carrying more parachutists. Ahead, in
Normandy, activity goes on that we can't read. I pause a
minute: Back in Washington now it is 7 p.m. (I think).
The family is finishing supper; doing homework. . . . We
are moving half-speed ahead into history.

3 a.m.: We have arrived (wherever that is). Our big
vessels take assigned positions for a bombardment when
it comes. Now the sound overhead is like an express
train. 1 dictate my account of the story to Chief Yeoman
Charles Kidder. By now, I can see the face on my watch.

Later: We are going in still closer — four miles off
shore now, all nine of our big guns are pointed and ready.
Last night, this was a lonely beach, Now returning light
shows one of the greatest armadas ever collected. Not
just warships, but strange, indescribable craft, some in-
vented for the occasion. We have towed a harbor with us
(or parts of it) to be bolted together here after we have

silenced shore batteries, ¥nocked down a sea wall, and
sent soldiers splashing over those half-submerged obsta-
cles. The end of an odd craft folds into the water, and an
amphibious vehicle swims or waddles down. Men on the
boats drop into icy water.

" 5:30 a.m.: It’s come. We are to give them full bom-
bardment. The ship jolts and jumps. We crouch behind
the rail first . . . are bolder now. It goes on.

More light every second. Shore batteries leave us
alone so far. They are interested in the landing craft com-
ing at them.

The most scientifically ingenious job of destruction is
now going on against shore fortifications, along with the
simultaneous constructive fitting together of parts of the
portable harbor that we have towed over and that now
waits opportunity to assemble. For a journalist, the trou-
ble is that the show goes on and on. It has no respect for
deadlines. Don’t they know that I have editions to make
in Boston?

I take a final look at the quaint little French village
nestled there beside the cliffs (one house burning), thgn
go below to my cubicle. I attack the problem of describ-
ing an invasion. How do you start it? It must somehow
be got up to London and passed through the censor. I
have a French-speaking typewriter that jumps around on
the chair.

The battle goes on through the day. Elsewhere, brave
men are fighting. We are quiet now. We are, 1 thu_]k, win-
ning the battle. A British Broadcasting Corporation
voice over the radio sounds cheerful and says the world
is watching. But here it is a bore. Just distant guns. ,I can
always go back to my cubicle and read Walter Scott's

“Red Gauntlet.”” The crew gets permission to wage tar-
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Times is looking
for D-Day vets

to mark milestone

Forty years ago June 6,
thousands of American sol-
diers joined Canadian, British
and other forces for the pivotal
point of World War II in Eur-
ope: the D-Day invasion of
northern France.

To mark the anniversary of
what has come to be known as
“The Longest Day,” several
thousand American veterans
of that invasion are expected
to take a sentimental journey
back to France. Most of the
leaders of the Western world
also plan to be at Normandy on
Juneb.

The Kansas City Times is
planning extensive coverage of
the European reunions and
would like to know the names
of area veterans planning to
return for the anniversary.

If you know of a veteran
from the area who is planning
to attend the Normandy reun-
ion in June, please call Steve
Shirk, Mid-America editor for
The Times, at 234-4325 or 234-
4320 between 10 a.m. and 6
p.m. Monday through Friday.

get-practice on a floating buoy. There are cheers when
they hit. The battle rages somewhere else.

One more scene in this nostalgic view of D-Day, recol-
lected years later. It is 11 p.m. The early bombers have
dropped parachutists into trees and hedgerows. The
brave landing parties have waded ashore and begun to
group for land attack. The big Anglo-American bom-
barding fleet has poured in its lethal fire at close range,
off Utah and Omaha and other beaches. Now a new
sound . . . a dominant roar that approaches.

It is a line of big planes from over in England that
never stops coming. See, each plane tows a glider! Itis a
breathtaking sight. They pass right over us. They come
from horizon to horizon in a great crescent. Our emotions
choke us. There is a second line now, and now the first is
coming back — without the gliders. We can look up and
see the tethering cord that holds each glider to its mother
ship, taut as a fiddle string. It is a fantasy out of the fu-
ture, with the dash and élan of a Civil War cavalry
charge. What awe. Who can doubt any longer of ultimate
victory! It has lasted with me for 40 years.
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Beyond is the heavily defended beach, all but ebscured
by the smoke from a predawn naval bombardment.

Mr. Wolf, now in his 50th year in journalism,
was a Scripps Howard reporter in World War I1.
He is a formervice president of ABC News.
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D Day remembered:
‘a brief afterglow
of battle survived’

By Thomas H. Wolf

An American correspondent recreates
the greatest invasion in history, seen from
a U.S. destroyer firing off Utah Beach

5 JUN "44—-1345 HOURS

TO: ALL SHIPS—ALL TROOPS

FROM: COMTASKFOR 125

THE GREATEST INVASION IN HISTORY IS
UNDER WAY X WE ARE HONORED TO BE AN
ESSENTIAL PART OF IT X SOON WE WILL
MEET THE ENEMY IN THE MOST VITAL
BATTLE IN MODERN TIMES AND WE WILL
DEFEAT HIM X VICTORY AWAITS US AT THE
OTHER SIDE OF THE CHANNEL X PUT HOME
THAT ARMY TOUCHDOWN X GOD SPEED
AND GOD BLESS ALL OF YOU

D Day—the time when the free world hurled its might,
its treasure and the lives of its young men and women
against the most powerful fortress ever erected: Fes-
tung Europa. Everyone knows the big picture. This is
the little picture.

I was a correspondent aboard the destroyer USS
Herndon when Rear Adm, Don Pardee Moon’s fight
signal was distributed to “‘all ships” of Assault Force U
{for Utah), somewhere in the English Channel a few
hours before H Hour. The D Day I remember 40 years
later seems much like the admiral’s message, comic in
its way, but inspiring—and very American. On the
flickering screen of memory, images of valor and mag-
nificent achievement share a place with groveling
fear and glorious snafu.

For me, D Day really begins in a small office in
London's West End on the last day of May 1944.
There are three correspondents present, and the officer

CONTIMNUED NEXT PAGE 188
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Remembering the invasion of Normandy

who tells us where we're going really does say, “OK,
fellows, this is it.” What *it” means to me is the start
of a fear-flled eternity that is to last until I am back in
London. Like everyone to whom I spoke during the
next two weeks, half the time I was certain I was des-
tined to die.

The inevitability of that fate becomes clear next
morning. We are flown to Belfast in Northern Ireland
to board ships of the Assault Force’s Bombardment
Group, and our captains invite us to attend a briefing
aboard the USS Tiscaloosa. Most of the 18 ships pres-

LONDON
°
English Channel Dover
®
UTAH OMAHA Dunlr.iri.(
Cherbourg GOLD Calais ©
° JUNO
and
SWORD
i Le Havre
®
° Rouen
Caen
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Arrows indicate the Anglo-American beaches;
destroyer Herndon was between Utah and Omabha.

ent are American, but there are four British cruisers
and a Dutch gunboat. The biggest is the U.S. battle-
ship Nevada (p. 137), the smallest, two American de-
stroyer escorts. The Herndon is one of eight destroyers.

The first thing to greet the 50-odd officers and three
correspondents entering the briefing room is a huge
map on the wall. There, snuggled right up against the
coast of Normandy, with no room between them and
the shore, are 18 numbered ships—us.

During the hour-long briefing, not even the sound
of breathing can be heard as the senior officers are told
about Operation Overlord. Our role is simply to sail
to within a few thousand yards of occupied Europe’s
vaunted “Atlantic Wall,” silence its guns and then
support with artillery from the sea the Allied troops
storming their way ashore. As for the Hlerndon herself,
she is to have the honor of being the first Allied fight-
ing ship into the Bay of the Seine. When she reaches
her position, she will be midway between two beaches
labeled “Omaha” and “Utah” on the wall map.

Work table, mess table, operating table '

Afterward, questions are asked and answered—some-
times not very convincingly. I remember phrases like
“We have every reason to believe” and “Our intelli-
gence tells us . .. punctuated now and then with a
simple “We really don’t know.” Back aboard the
Herndon, the skipper, Lt. Comdr. Granville A. Moore,
USN, walks into the small wardroom and breaks up
the joshing and awed speculation by snapping “Let's
stop this bull session and start the big one.”

In the middle of the wardroom is the object I re-
member best about the Herndon: a huge table covered
in green baize which serves as work table, mess table
and, in battle, operating table for the wounded. Now
as the men crowd around, on it are placed the orders
for Operation Overlord—22 sections and three amend-
ments. The thoroughness with which these mono-
graphs describe enemy positions is still amazing to me.
(By then I already knew something about the detail of
our operational planning. An example: for the Rhine
River crossing projected for spring 1945, our Services
of Supply were working on a plan to round up enough
German police bitches so that a full platoon of them
would be in heat, all with a view of distracting the
dogs guarding the historic river.)

Herndon weighs 1,650 tons and is only one of 4,000
ships taking part in the largest cross-water assault in
history. Yet the information which the planners be-
lieved it pertinent for the ship to know is as thick as a
Manhattan phone directory. My notes do not record
the number of pages, but I did copy the description of
just one of the five enemy positions our guns were
supposed to "silence”:

CONTINUED NEXT  PAGE
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Lumbering pontoon ferries, known as Rhinos, carried
tanks and bulldozers from heavy ships to the shore.

Today, 40 years later, it's hard to remember how
formidable Hitler's Europe then seemed. It was all
very well to tell yourself that at least part of the
Atlantic Wall was built of Goebbels’ propaganda. But
you couldn’t help wondering. Aboard Herndon, we
wonder. Each member of the crew has his own notion
of what horror lies ahead. Some fear mines most.
Others, shore batteries. Still others the Luftwaffe, with
its screaming dive-bombers. Many believe that Hitler
has been saving poison gas for just this moment. My
own thoughts turn to a sea of fire, fueled by tons of oil
—the greeting Britain had thought of preparing for the
Nazis in 194041 when the invasion shoe had been on
the other foot. (After the war, Adm. Samuel Eliot
Morison would write that “casualties from mine ex-
plosions exceeded those from all other causes.”) A
whale boat from our sister ship, USS Corry, pulls along-
side and we are offered bets at ten-to-one we won't
make it back. One wit, a Herndon officer, thinks we
won't even make it there.

How each man handles fear varies with his person-
ality. I take to my bunk and lie there for long periods,
sweat streaming from every pore. My notes show an
attempt to sort out my feelings: “Everybody knows
we'll be lucky to bring the ship back. Is this feeling
shared by all seamen on eve of battle? . . . Mentally
enjoy courage and boldness of invasion plan, but that
doesn’t ease knot in stomach. . . . Hope our bombers
do their stuff. Also that they don’t bomb short!”

That night there are Confederate fiags on deck and
in the wardroom. The movie is Roxie Hart, with Gin-
ger Rogers. My notes add: “Prep school atmosphere.”

Saturday, June 3. I mark it “D Minus Two,” and
note “0930-1030. In wardroom, an argument about
British navy. How good is it really?”] am not a naval
expert but I know of engagements during this war in
which the Germans have turned tail rather than trying
to find the answer to that question. The next argu-
ment concerns why we fight. M. says: “Politics. Foresee
Anglo-Russian postwar war.,” And I write: “All won-
der about Russia and how postwar peace may be keep-
able.” Discussions continue in a less philosophical
vein, I note: “Guys seem to be thinking up things to
take on camping trip next summer— ‘after war’s over.” ”

Throughout the day I do everything I can to forget
where I am. But there is no forgetting: “1445, Test-fire
machine guns.” And we are reminded all day and all
night by the pinging of the sonar searching for German
U-boats, which have wrought such havoc in this very
sea. Today I am hesitant to reveal what I wrote: “Ping-
ing sounds like lost child’s prolonged wail as it dis-
appears, vibrating down the steel companionways into
some hellish etermity.”

Sunday, June 4. “D Minus One.”

On Herndon’s bridge the growing tension is com-
pounded by the need to thread our way through the
giant armada now beginning to assemble along the
south coast of England. There are battleships, troop-
ships, tank ships, weapons ships, personnel carriers.
all manner of landing craft: LCTs, LSTs, LCVPs,
LCPs. LCMs, LCIs, LCCs, LCEs. Ships of every imag-
inable size and shape—and some of a size and shape no
one has ever imagined before, like the Gooseberries,
Rhinos and Mulberries—the latter, giant concrete float-
ing piers that will be yoked together as artificial har-
bors to make it possible for big ships to unload on the
beaches instead of only in harbors.

The Mulberries are being towed, most of their mass
hidden underwater. It is an eerie sight to look into the
middle distance and see a group of tents sitting on top
of the waves. It's not until you are right on top of them
that you can see the platforms they are pitched on.

“0730. Day gray. Channel rough. Backtrack!”

It was not until I got off the ship that I learned bad
weather had forced General Eisenhower to put D Day
on hold. All we knew then was that we had been
ordered to turn around and retrace our course. On
Herndon rumors are wild, all the way up to and in-
cluding: “Have Germans surrendered:” My notes go
on: “It’s funny to feel relief when whatever is sparing
us may mean snafu of civilization for 1,000 years.”

On this day, which turned out to be D Minus Tivo,
rather than D Minus One, the notes contain only one

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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Off the invasion beaches, waterlogged men are rescued
by the Coast Guard after their own vessel was sunk.

ocean road. 1 will see nothing during my days aboard

the Herndon that better illustrates the planning that

contributed so mightily to the invasion’s success.
0100—Floating mines close.

0140—~C-47s (paratroops) low overhead. One flashes
green light under wing: dit-dit-dit-dah—V for Victory.
On the bridge, radar has picked up the coast of France.

0300—Anchor. It's still dark. We're ready, but we're
too early.

0331—Under way in direction of beaches. It feels al-
most good.

Official H Hour—the moment of the first landing--
is 0630. The plan is for the main batteries of the
Nevada and Quincy to begin pasting the Nazi gun
positions behind the beaches for 40 minutes before the
first troops land; in the last ten minutes the batteries
are targeted on the beach. Because the swept channels
are so narrow, this firing will be done while at anchor.

What actually happens my notes do not make com-
pletely clear, for when it begins—slightly ahead of
schedule—there is se ~wnch noise and smoke and con-
fusion that, standing on deck, I cannot jot everything
down. As the shells and bombs strike the beaches 5,000
yards away, the concussion that is hurled back to us is
so great that my hands are literally shaken and my
writing becomes all but undecipherable. Here is what
I can make out: “Rocket ships open up on beaches.
Looks as if someone has turned up jets on huge gas
stove . . . gardens of lethal flowers bloom . . . bombs
shaking us.”

At 0547 Herndon opens fire. The sun will not rise for
another ten minutes, but rather stagily I scribble: “A
magnificent morning has dawned on the Continent
of Europe.”

Now everything is happening so fast and in so many
directions that for me the first few hours of D Day are a
jumble of disconnected images. “On shore I can see
a church. Looks just like intelligence photo . . . dive-
bombing beaches . . . more rockets . . . tympani cre-
scendo . . . ‘Not going to be any beach to land on,’ a
sailor says. During first hour we fire more than 200
rounds of five-inch . . . Our bombers roaming sky un-
challenged.” But then comes a cryptic “plane = pink
cloud.” The bomber and the young men flying it have
been transmuted into a puff of beautiful white smoke,
tinted pink by the sunrise. I write “Feel no emotion.”

A moment later: “Six LCVDPs, low in water, go in.
Poor bastards.” Those whom you actually see you can
feel for. Shortly afterward we fish a dead G.I. out of
the water. My notes indicate that a smoke screen is
being blown over the landing craft, but by whom or
how I have no notion. And soon the haze—com-
pounded of rocket trails, bombs, guns and smoke—
blots out the shore entirely. “Can see nothing . . . this
is ringside seat?”

Just before the curtain falls, the Corry, our sister
ship, is rocked by a huge explosion and sinks half an
hour later. The awful truth aboard the Herndon is
that there is one thought greater than sorrow for lost
comrades: “All hope to God Navy won’t announce
‘Destroyer sunk’ until name her; many families know
their sons aboard Herndon must be in this battle,

“By 1000 clouds of smoke blown away, revealing
avenue of ships going in, avenue lined with festive-
looking, zebra-striped landing craft.” Offshore, the
guns of Navy support ships “belch like circus fire-
eaters. All unrealistic until concussion and boom
smack already-deafened ears.

“Gliders silhouetted against sunset”

“1102. Secure from General Quarters. Condition
Two. The skies are ours. Early phase at beach too good
to be true. All tense over lack of opposition. This is
Fortress Europe? ‘We'll get it tonight’ is general con-
sensus. Still have two-thirds ammo unused. Must shoot
it all before we leave.”

At 1300 the Herndon is relieved in the Fire Support
Station by the USS Berton and ordered to make a
course for the Transport Area to help protect other
ships from E-boats and U-boats. This evening more
“gliders sail overhead, silhouetted against sunset . . .
severe ack-ack on beach toward Cherbourg. Theirs?
urs? All so tired could sleep on feet.”

At 0355 the next day a bomb or mine drops near our
starboard side and we go to General Quarters. An hour
later all ships are put on alert for E-boats in the area.
It turns out to be a beautiful sunny day with almost
no action, and in the afternoon 1go back to the fantail,

CONTINUED NEXT.PAGE
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Plunging toward land, exhausted infantrymen of
the U.S. 16th Division struggle past floating wreckage

take off my shirt and lie in the warm June sun, “Just
like the French Riviera,” I note.

For the Herndon the real battle takes place on D
plus Tivo. Shortly after sunrise we are ordered back to
the fire-support lanes.

“1305. Contacted Shore Fire Control Party No. 33
(1st Bn, 22 RCT, 4th Inf. Div.) which has landed on
Urah beach. I go into CIC [Combat Information Cen-
ter], crowded with men and every conceivable piece
of radio equipment. Room shakes with noise—cross
talk from other ships communicating with their shore
parties; feedback; static. Almost impossible hear our
RCT.” What I can hear goes like this:

Army: Raise 100. Right 100. Keep pouring it in.
Herndon: We're not too low for you?

Army: No. No. Keep it up. Keep it up. That’s the
most beautiful fire I ever saw.

Herndon: We see bursts. We're high enough?
Army: Never mind. We're moving forward. We've
got them on the run. Up 100. One minute rapid
fire, please.

Herndon: We've completed one minute rapid.
How does it look now?

Army: Wonderful. We're moving up right under
it. (The voice is panting; speaking with difficulty.)
Up 100. Rapid fire one minute.

{The ship fires briefly and stops.)

Herndon: We've got to slow up. Guns are too hot.
Army: Can you give us fire in 15-second intervals?
Now that vou're zeroed in here, we'd hate to lose
you, Can vou move another ship in? We’ve abso-
lutely got to have you.

Herndon: We're resuming fire in 15 seconds.
Army: Good boy. Good boy. Go to it.

N A
- e n—

and knocked-out vehicles to the beaches threatened
by accurate and deadly German machine-gun fire.

{We slow our fire to every 20 seconds. We're using
up ammo fast. But ashore they re moving fast, too.
We can actually hear the radiomen gasping for
breath as they plunge forward.)

Herndon: Is our fire effective?

Army: It certainly is. It certainly is. Keep it up.
{We slow fire to every 30 seconds.)

Herndon: We've got to slow it down. Is this OK?
Army: Slow down if vou've got to. You haven’t
wasted a shot. (Overcome with excitement, one of
the Herndon's officers yells: “Damn, this is better
than sleeping!"}

Herndon: How are you making out?

Army: It's plenty damn warm, but we've still mak-
ing out, thanks to you. Hold on, please. We may
need vou again.

But we can wait no longer. The Nazi shore batteries

are beginning to find our range. Splashes on eithe
side of us are getting closer. I am scared to death:
“Wonder why skipper not get hell out here.” A mo-
ment later he does. “As we head toward main channel.
mine sweepers set off mine very near our bow. Forward
guns being hosed down. Guns' paint blistering off from
heat.” We are “getting ir.” But not very long. At 150
we are secured from General Quarters.

Supporting the Army is why we are here. But at dusk

we are ordered back to the screen protecting the inva-
sion fleet. The Luftwatfe, scoured from the skies by
day, now makes a desperate effort by night. “0146. Blue
flash as #? drops into water close astern. Probably
glider-bomb.” Moments later it hits USS Meredith
amidships. We go to her aid and pick up several sea-
men who had been in her engine room when her boil-
ers burst. In the wardroom the Herndon's medical

12
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officer cuts strips of flesh hanging off what's left of the i A

arms of a youngster who looks in his early teens. : -f‘f«"'f o WY
“Seerns oblivious to pain,” I note, “Talking, laughing, : . ;v - t”sﬂ%‘, e
joking.” Later Doc tells me the kid is in shock and feels o hﬁ? AR

no pain. If the shock is too deep, he won't live. “0409.

Transfer injured to Hospital LST 284.”

As the Nazi planes step up their action, we are or-

dered to lay down a blanket smoke screen to help
cover the anchored troopships and cargo vessels around
us. The order is passed from the speaking tube on the
bridge down to the engine room five decks below.
Promptly from our twin stacks two giant columns rise
in atr. For the briefest instant, long tongues of fire
precede the smoke which quickly shrouds much of the
area we are assigned to protect.

We stay in the Bay of the Seine until the next morn- - ot
ing, but there are no further incidents. Then, as we il
start back to England, the degaussing equipment—our
protection against magnetic mines—conks out, I return
from D Day as I started out: scared to death.

At the time, I had no notion of the effect of the
Herndon's presence off the coast of Normandy on
those warm June days in 1944, Only recently have I
found out. First, from Admiral Morison's history of
the invasion: “Three times between 0654 and 0815 (on
I} Day morning) the Herndon blasted and silenced
batteries near Grandcamp-les-Bains.”

And second. in the Operational Archives of the
Naval Historical Center in Washington, D.C. There,
in a history of the USS Herndon (DD638), are the de-
tails, such as they are, of the mission in support of 1st
Bn, 22 RCT, 4th Inf. Div.:

1305. Contacted Shore Fire Control Party No. 33,
Fire on Target No. T-3—a concrete gun emplace-
utent 1 mi. SE town of Fontenay-sur-Mer. Shore
Fire Control Party reported excellent results from
fire and that our troops are advancing. Kept pill-
box under fire and dislodged enemy personnel
from it. Following directions of Shore Fire Con-
trol Party, this unit fired air bursts at enemy per-
sonnel, dislodged and dispersed them.

Anyone looking back on World War II, even as an
observer, is likely to recall the brief, euphoric after-
glow of any battle survived. For a moment life seems
totally without guilt—or responsibility. All debts are
paid. The simple fact that you are alive is all that
matters. I've often wondered if these glimpses of per-
fect blessedness may not help explain the inexplicable:
the fact that men go on accepting the agony of war.

Only a few days after the landing, beach is choked
with ships and supplies for army already well inland.
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A _JUMP INTO PAST GLORY...Continued

. . . We were on the runway for Normandy. Gen. [Mat-
thew] Ridgeway had told us, "Fellas, at some point you
will realize you were involved in the greatest expedition
in history.” We walked across that airstrip in England,
single file. It was a beautiful night. In the plane all you
could hear was the roar of the engines. The plane
turned onto the runway and I looked out the window
and I saw a couple hundred RAF girls standing on each
side. Nobody waved, they just stood there. Planeload
after planeload, they were saluting without moving.
And we knew we were riding on the crest of history.
That moment was worth five lifetimes.”
—Bill Tucker
* kX

The aging veterans of the 82nd would perform their
mission early on Saturday morning. The night before
was blustery: “The airborne soldier is still here, he's
ready to fight,” Robert Murphy, a 58-year-old Boston
attorney, announced with a beer at Motel 6, division
headquarters. “The old fellas, we're not done yet.”

They talked about the war, of course. But they also
talked about the glory of jumping, about how it made
them different from the rest, how it made them better.
“I joined because I wanted to be with the best, and 1
don’t want that ever to leave my life,” said Tucker, a
Justice Department official who had lately shed 50
pounds, partly in preparation for his first sky jump in
.20 years. “Parachuting as a sport, you can have it. The
last thing I want to do for fun is jump out of an air-
plane, I'd rather play golf. There are a lot of reasons not
to do it. 'm 60 years old. But there’s a compulsion
about it. I know I have to do it. It's a manifestation of
belonging to an exclusive group.”

There were men who could not manufacture bra-
vado, although just being there was a form of it.
“Tm scared to death,” confided Robert Malcolm, a
farmer from Middlefield, Conn., who lost an arm in
combat. Two of his sons were in the 82nd. One died
in Vietnam. “Why jump? You tell me. I don’t know,
there’s something about it. I'm here, I might as well.
I'll give it a shot.”

Roy Stark, 70, wished he could. Two years ago he
suffered a stroke, and now he was looking up from his
wheelchair, pointing to it as an explanation of why he
could not jump. Tears came. “Just the idea of being
with the guys,” he said. “Sentimental journey.”

49He wants to go,” said Frank Bilich, a 59-year-old
public works superintendent from Bridgeview, IIL
"You put a chute on that goddamn plane and he'll go.”

¥ k%

“My first jump was Sicily, through high winds. I
landed in an olive grove. We had the 505th Parachute
Regiment, the 325th Glider Infantry, the 3rd Baiallion,
504th Parachute Regiment. Afier 40 years, it still lin-
gers in your mind. If you were there, you just know.”

—Ed Dugan
¥ ok x

The weather was not good Saturday morning. Low
clouds hung above the Orange Parachuting Center;
wind whipped the airfield and made it feel like a foot-
ball Saturday. The men of the 82nd, in their red jump
suits and white helmets, waited at the edge of the air-
strip, near the silver Cessna from which they would
leap. Some of them went behind a supply shed apd

practiced. They hopped from a four-foot platform, land-
ing on their feet and rolling over their right shoulders.
“Oooch,” groaned Walter Weiss of Jersey City. "I must
have hit a nerve or something.”

“Who needs practice? 'm a born jumper,” said
Frank Dwyer of Holtsville, who hadn’t jumped since
the war. He wouldn’t reveal his age but, after some
negotiation, agreed to a round figure of 65. He was
lean, with a thinning crew cut; he looked like John
Glenn, 10 years older.

Roland Duff stood calmly in his jump suit. Over his
Jjump suit was a cream-colored businessman’s raincoat.
He wore a white golf hat. Tufts of white hair covered
his jowls, islands of whiskers on a broad face. He would
jump in a shirt and tie and his original-issue combat
boots, which he had reconditioned. *I took them off the
mantel,” he said. “T haven’t worn them since '44. Put-
ting them on made me feel kind of cocky.” But he ad-
mitted, “I didn’t sleep that great last night. I was doing
some sweating. I'm not sure it's the most intelligent
thing I've done. But the war was probably the greatest
thing in many of our lives and I guess you jump just to
bring it all back. It’s something I think I want to do,
and have to do.”

Richard Tedeschi, the jockey-sized flying imp of the
82nd, played with a toy parachute and told a remark-
ably comprehensive series of parachute jokes. He was
the 82nd’s lightweight boxing champion, a mischief-
maker who once stole a colonel’s jeep. Now, he is a
construction superintendent in the Bronx who talks a
little like Jimmy Durante. He is one of those who jumps
twice a year at reunions and will jump next month
during a celebration in Mormandy. He listened to some
of the others try to explain why they were jumping,
why it was almost necessary. He smiled elfishly. “It’s
esoteric,” he said. .

In the parking lot, three-women sat in a car. "It's
something he wants to do and I can’t stop him,” said
Florence Dugan of Ronkonkoma, wife of Ed. “He prom-
ised me he wouldn't do it a few years ago and now he’s
breaking his promise. He says, ‘Just this once.’ He's
like the rest of them. [ don’t understand it, but I wasn’t "
through a war.”

“We've been here before,” said Rita Casanova of

South Amboy, N.J., wife of Pat, 59. “I remember one
man — remember this, girls? — he’s deceased now, but
he gave his teeth to his wife before he went up 8o he
wouldn’t lose them. We've seen men land in trees, One
landed in a lake. I don’t know.” She sighed. "What're
you going to do with them?”

The waiting reminded some of England, of how ihe
weather at Normandy had delayed the invasion by a
c'iay. And when, 40 years later, the commemorative
jump was postponed until Sunday because of the bellig--
erent wind, there was disappointment. I would have
liked to get it over with today,” said Roland Duff,

* kX

"The first plane I was ever in, I jumped out of. I
never got to land. Every time l went up, T wentout. . .1
could not disconnect my life from the people I was in the
war with. We're part of @ family. I wouldn’t care if he's
in Vietnam, Korea, if he’s a paratrooper, he’s a special
breed. We're all volunteers, you know.”

—Frank Bilich
* ¥ ¥

Sunday was beautiful.

The mission got under way at midmorning. There
would be seven runs. Evan Confrey, 60, asked to be the
middle of the three jumpers on his plane. “He hasn’t
jumped in 40 years. He needs some moral support,” said
Larry James, a banker from East Northport who would
be in Confrey’s group. “Ed’ll show him the way and I'll

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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Sunday, May 13, 1984

Philadelphia Inquirer

T-A

D-Day’s secret tragedy,

five weeks before the invasion

By Mark S. Smith
Asecisied Press

LONDON — As the 40th anniversa-
ry of D-Day draws near, the English
have been recalling the invasion’s
“darkest secret” — the night German
torpedo boats slipped into a fog-
shrouded bay on the English Chan-
nel coast and torpedoed three land-
ing craft practicing for the
Normandy assault.

At least 749 American Gls were
killed, more than the number who
died five weeks later in the invasion
June 6, 1944, when their units
stormed ashore on Utah Beach.

So disastrous was the attack that
Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, the A)-
lied commander, ordered it kept se-
cret. The viciims were buried in
mass graves, and their families
didn’t learn the truth until years
after the war.

It was just past midnight on April
28, 1944, when the convoy of landing
craft chugged slowly into Lyme Bay
on the Devon coast.

On board were soldiers of the US.
Fourth Division, mostly engineers,
shifting heavy backpacks and peer-
ing into the pre-dawn mist. The tar-
get, Slapton Sands, had been chosen
for its resemblance to Utah Beach.

At about 1:30 a.m., two flotillas of
German E-boats, as the torpedo boats
were known, charged into the bay
and loosed & string of torpedoes at
the convoy. As the E-boats turned
and fled, there were flashes, booms
and shouls.

Three landing craft were hit. Two

sank.

“At least 1,000 yards astern of us,
you could see a jeep flying through
the air,” recalls Manny Reuben, a
Navy signalman on one of the ships.

“You could see black dots that we
knew were men just on the fringe of
it. It was just like hell, like every
sailor’s nightmare.”

Those who weren't killed in the
explosions drowned under the
weight of their equipment or burned
1o death as flaming gasoline poured
over the water.

“As it got lighter, we saw the most
horrible sight,” Reuben said. “As far
as you could see out in the sea, there
were men floating — dead bodies.”

U.S. Army records show at least 749
men were lost, but the researcher
who filed those reports said they
“may be incomplete.”

Because of the secrecy — so strict
that survivors were held in an isola-
tion camp — the Germans didn't
know how deadly their attack had
been.

Hans Schirren, one of the E-boat
commanders, learned only this year,
when a British television company
researching a documentary contact-
ed him. He declined to be inter-
viewed, but wrote: “To my utter sur-
prise, 1 have learned now from you
about 750 lives lost that night in
Lyme Bay. Please allow me to say |

-feel very sad about the heavy losses.”

The documentary, Sands of Silence,
aired on Britain’s Independent Tele-
vision network, called Exercise Ti-
ger “an astounding catalogue of in-
competence and
misunderstandings.” )

For one thing, the exercise was
conducted with live ammunition.
And aside from the attack, an escort-
ing destroyer collided with an as-
sault ship and had to return to port.
The operation was left with just one
escort, the British corvette HMS Aza
lea. Meanwhile, supplies went astray,

and there were terrible traffic pile-
ups around the beach.

When the documentary was
screened for local residents in Dev-
on, one of them, Dorothy Seekings, of
Stoke Fleming near Dartmouth, dis-
closed one of grisliest aspects of
what the London Daily Mail called
“D-Day’s Darkest Secret.”

She wrote to a local newspaper
saying she recalled seeing “dozens”
of Gls’ bodies piled into mass graves
in a field about two miles from her
home.

Mrs. Seekings, now 64, was 23 that
spring and was delivering bread and
doughnuts to the soldiers stationed
near her home. She was traveling on
a special pass and was given a lift by
a soldier in an Army truck. Soon
after he picked her up, he pulled to
the roadside and said he had to make
a delivery.

“Not until 1 got out of the truck and
went around the back did I see all
these dead men laying one on top of
another in the back of the truck,”
she told the Associated Press.

Across the road, a group of soldiers
was digging in a field, “and I could
see the earth mounted up in the
field, and they came out and they
carried these men into the field.”

Asked about Mrs. Seekings' ac-
count, a spokeswoman at the US,
Army Military History Institute at
Carlisle Barracks in Pennsylvania
confirmed its accuracy.

“About half of the victims were
never recovered, and the remainder
were buried the next day in a fleld in
Devon,” said the spokeswoman, who
asked not 10 be identified. “After the
war, they were exhumed and moved
1o other cemeteries in accordance
with the wishes of their next of kin.”

17




40th ANNIVERSARY OF D-DAY

NORFOLK VIRGINIAN PILOT

D-Day volunteers plan 40th reunion

By JACK DORSEY
Staft writer

There may be no more than 150 of them left
in Virginia, but the survivors of the “Blug fmd
Gray” volunteers of the 20th Infantry Division,
who made the D-Day landing on the beaches at
Normandy in June 1944, are gathering together
as many as they can to remember the 40th
anniversary of their invasion of France.

“We were planning to go over there for the
ceremonies, but the cost got to $800, then to
$1,800 each,’ said Joseph Long, a retired war-
rant officer who spent 35 years with the Virginia
Army National Guard’s 11ith Field Artillery.
“Besides, everyone said it would be difficult to
find a place to stay.”

Instead, Long and about 25 other area resi-
dents who made the landing June 6, 1944, will
settle for the Officers Club at Fort Story in
Virginia Beach as the site of their reunion June
10.

They may also take advantage of the Vir-
ginia National Guard’s offer to charter buses to
Washington for a ceremony near the White
House on June 6. Leaders from the United
States, France and England are to participate

in several ceremonies on the Normandy beaches
June 6. )

Throughout the state, National Guard offi-
cials in Richmond said, no more than 145 Vir-
ginia veterans could be found who made the
landing. They are concentrated in Tidewater,
Roanoke, South Boston and Staunton.

Members of the 111th and the 116th infan-
tries formed the heart of the first element of the
division to enter combat.

These units, untested in combat, comprised
about 1,200 men who went ashore on Omaha
Beach,

T7 May 1984 Pgz. B-3

The 116th lost more than 300 men, nearly
half of its strength. The 111th, with 650 troops,
suffered 137 casualties and lost 11 of its 12
howitzers before reaching the beach.

Long, of Virginia Beach, who was then a
corporal, and Rocco Nocella of Norfolk, a staff
sergeant, said they remained together through-
out the day, lying on the beach and waiting to
break through.

“We laid there in a hole,” Long said. “Ev-
ery time we moved, a sniper fired at us from a
church on the hill. I've never seen anything like
it in my life.”

Finally, he said, a truck with a .50-caliber

machine gun came along and managed to si-
lence the sniper. ‘‘We almost blew the top off
that church.”

They raced up the hill after the sniper but
found the church empty, except for large con-
tainers of cider.

““We filled our canteens with it and went on
fighting,”” Long said.

In all, the 25th Division lost 3,000 men that
day. Among them was the 111th’s commanding
officer, Lt. Col. Thornton Mullins. After losing
his artillery, Mullins yelled to his men: “To hell
with our artillery mission, we’re infantry now.’

Muillins had been wounded but stayed to
lead his men. He was wounded twice more
before he died later in the day.

As additional units landed, the 28th was
able to fight its way to the top of the bluffs and
secure the beachhead. Its gallantry earned the
division the Presidential Unit Citation and the
French Croix de Guerre with Palm.

“Time flies,” Long said. *“I'm 65 now, but [
feel like I could go back over there tomorrow.”

The 111th reunion will be held from noon to
5 p.m. June 10 at Fort Story. Reservations may
be made by contacting Hubert H. Hinman, 2212
Ebb Tide Road, Virginia Beach, Va. 23451.

40 years later, does D
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in D-day mean delete?

By Shelley Rolfe
Times-Dispatch staff writer

The Army’s public affairs office in the Pentagon has
decided to delete a portion of a radio speech to Western
Europe by Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, who was su-
preme Allied commander, on the morning of D-day,
June 6, 1944

In a publicity package commemorating the ap-
proaching 40th anniversary of the US., British and
Canadian landings in Normandy, the public affairs
office eliminated Eisenhower’s reference to the Soviet
Union, a World War II ally, The Times-Dispatch has
learned. '

Announcing the landing, Eisenhower went on to say,
“This landing is part of the concerted United Nations
plan for the liberation of Europe made in conjunction
with our great Russian allies.”

' Maj. Bruce Bell, who put together the package, said
yesterday he deleted Eisenhower’s reference to “our
great Russian allies.” .

He said he had not been pressured to do so by the
White House or by ranking Pentagon officers because
of the frigid state of U.S.-Soviet relations.

The package, Bell said, “was put together before the
Russians decided to boycott the Olympics.”

“The whole thrust of what we were trying to do was
to mark the anniversary of D-day. I took it on myself to
cut out the Russians because they were not involved in
D-day. It had nothing to do with our present feelings
towards the Russians.”

Bell also recalled that “Stalin hailed D-day.” Before
the Normandy landings, the Russians had consistently
urged their allies to make a landing in France to
relieve the pressures the Germans were putting on
them on the Eastern Front. ‘
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the town. Another, donated 15 years ago by veterans of
the 82nd Airborne Division, displays various insignia of
the paratroopers and proclaims, in both French and
English, “They have come back.” The church sells
visitors a leaflet with “A Paratrooper’s Prayer,”
composed by Maj. Geord B. Wood, the chaplain of the
82nd Airborne Division on D-Day.

Periers, another town 20 miles by road to the south, is
linked with another American unit, the 30th Infantry
Division, which landed on Utah Beach a few days after
D-Day and took the town from the Germans eight
weeks later. The close relationship is largely a result of
the tenacity of Henri Levauvre, an engineer who was 13
yearsoldin 1944, .

After the war, the Americans and the townspeople
lost contact. Levauvre, however, wrote letters for four
years during the 1960s to agencies in Washington in his
quest to identify the American unit that had liberated
his town. Finally discovering that it was the 90th
Infantry Division, he wrote a letter to its Assn, of
Veterans, saying, as he put it in a recent interview, “I
would be happy to find the GIs who liberated Perjers.”

. “A few weeks later,” Levauvre said, “the first mail
came, and it has never stopped.”

At his suggestion, two American veterans returned to
Periers in 1969, and there has been a procession of
visitors from the 90th Infantry Division ever since. The
linked “T”" and “O” that make up the 90th’s insiginia—
originally, the division’s ranks were filled by men from
Texas and Oklahoma—adorns the home of Levauvre in
many forms.

“Even the smallest of my grandchildren can draw
that,” Levauvre said.

. The closeness will be demonstrated on June 6 this
year when 200 veterans of the 90th Infantry Division
and their wives come to Normandy for the anniversary
ceremonies and stay at the homes of 90 farnilies in
Periers. The town of 3,000 will dedicate a “Rue de la
90th Division, U.S.” and a “Place Jim Clark.”

Clark, who will come from Lawrence, Kan,, for the
ceremonies, is regarded as the first American soldier to
get foot in Periers, even though it was by error. A
lieutenant acting as liaison officer with the press, he led
four American war correspondents into the town on
July 27, 1944, on the mistaken notion that it had been
captured. Learning that they were a few hours
premature, the five headed back to the American lines

inahurry. :

It is not a simple thing for a
Norman town like Periers to feel
close to the Americans who liberat-
ed it. Two days after D-Day, Ameri-
can bombers struck the German-
oc¢cupied town, destroying most of it
and killing 130 civilians. Asked if
the town had felt anger at their
liberators for bombing them so
heavily, Levauvre replied, “We had
no reason to. I knew they were
paying as well.”

He acknowledged, though, that

he felt some trepidation in 1971
when 70 veterans of the 90th Infan-
try Division visited the town, the
largest group to return since the
war. He worried whether some
townspeople might show bitterness
about the bombing.

“Instead,” he said, “I saw a father
and mother whose children were
killed go up to shake the hands of
the Americans.”

D-Day was hardly an exclusively
American event. While the Ameri-
cans landed 57,500 troops on Omaha

and Utah beaches and dropped 13,600 men inland on
D-Day, the British and Canadians landed 75,500 troops
on Gold, Juno and Sword beaches in Normandy and
dropped 6,000 men inland. Largely because of the
terrible losses on Omaha beach, however, Americans
accounted for two-thirds of the 10,274 killed or wounded
in the first 24 hours.

A tour of the other sectors turns up memories that are
gimilar to those of the American beaches. At the

museum next to one of the bridges that was seized
during the night by glider-borne troops of the 6th
British Airborne Division, a British veteran could not
keep from identifying himself to the curator. The
veteran had been a member of the 51st Scottish
Highland Division, which landed on D-Day and fought
its way to the bridges.

“Our job was to guard these bridges from counterat-
tack,” the veteran said.

He reminisced about the legendary Bill Millin, who
played his bagpipes while marching with Lord Lovat
and his British commandos from Sword Beach to the
bridges north of Caen.

“Some thought he was bloody crazy,” the veteran
said, “but others told him, ‘Go to it, Bill." ”

Not only Allied veterans come back to the beaches.
Standing in front of the huge maps of the landings at the
memorial on the Normandy American Cemetery, a
65-year-old German businessman felt compelled re-
cently to tell some younger visitors from San Jose,
Calif., that he had been there, He said his name was Karl
Graf and that on June 6, 1944, he was a sergeant with the
352nd Infantry Division stationed at Asnelles, just
behind Gold Beach where the British landed. He had
returned to the Normandy beaches three times before.
Now, he was leading a group of 30 veterans from his old
division coming back to Normandy for the first time
since their defeat.

“We are returning to the scene of the crime,” he said
with a laugh. “It was a very rough day. I could not
believe that so many ships existed. They stretched from
one end of the sky to the other. We had never felt such a
concentration of firepower before, from the ships, from
the planes. There had never been anything like it on the
Eastern Front.”

The Normandy beaches offer vigitors a host of
reminders: the sites, the memorials, the cemeteries, the
plagues, the street signs, the museums. There are 11
government and private museums and exhibitions, some
of them commercial, some of them historic, but most
containing poignant souvenirs.

A visitor can find old Barbasol shaving cream boxes,
Red Cross matches, a French poster insisting to the
invading troops that only a small number of French
collaborated with the Germans, and a letter, found on a
beach, written by Rep. Samuel A, Weiss of Pennsylva-
nia to the commanding officer of Company K, 333rd
Infantry, inquiring after the health of Pvt. Donald R.
Heath, whose parents believed he had “a stomach
disorder.”

An exhibition hall in Vierville, near the Dog Red
sector of Omaha Beach, features a letter by Clark
Houghton, the landing craft ensign turned Iowa bank
president. The letter was written to his parents at 8 p.m.
on D-Day. Attached to it is a picture of him as a young
ensign, looking thin and innocent.

“It was a horrible ordeal,” the young Houghton wrote
his parents. “ ... I keep thinking about these poor
soldiers. We in the amphibious forces may feel hell for a
while but how about those foot soldiers who have to face
it for God knows how long. I became very close with all
of them the weeks they were on here, and as they left
right into the face of the enemy, tears came to my eyes.

“They are the real heroes of this war, the buck
privates, the John Jones of Red Oak. What they
wouldn’t have given to come off the beach with us, but
ft'lﬁey had no alternative. There was only one war for

em.”

Talking about the letter 40 years later and walking
near the graves of the cemetery over Omaha Beach,
Houghton said, “The letter sounds very sentimental
now, but it gives you an idea of how I honestly felt.”
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D-Day: Allied Forces played

waiting game

by Marty Bishop
first in a series

F orty years ago June 6, the Allied Forces
invaded Europe and won one of the most important
battles in history. Adolf Hitler and his field marshals
knew that an invasion was inevitable, so they made
preparations to defend the Atlantic coast.

Hitler envisioned a concrete wall extending from
the Arctic Ocean in the north, down to the Baltic
Sea in the south. He knew that the Lion across the
channel was slowly recovering, thanks in part to
U.S. aid, and that the completion of the wall was of
paramount importance.

His generals urged him to invade England. They
wanted to ensure a complete victory before England
could get back on her feet, but Hitler was set on
building that Atlantic Wall to keep the enemy out.

Hitler believed that England was too crippled to
mount any major offensive and that they would
surely petition for peace. After all, his blitzkrieging
troops crushed Western Europe in a matter of
weeks, He underestimated the threat that England
posed.

In 1942, the war began to turn from Hitler — he
was losing division after division in the vast expanse
of Russia. British commandos began raiding the
incompleted wall, and to see just how strongly the
Atlantic ports had been fortified by the Germans,
5,000 courageous Canadians landed at Drieppe, a
channel port in France. The brave Canadian
commandos suffered 3,369 casualties — 900 of
them dead. But, the allied planners knew more
about the strengths and weaknesses of Hitler's wall.

Hitler wanted to make Europe an “impregnable
fortress” and after the commando raids he knew
that the wall would have to be hastily completed.

To complete the wall, thousands of slave laborers
were put to work around the clock, and his Field
Marshal Erwin Rommel, the military genius who had
several successful campaigns in Northemn Africa, was
called to see the work completed.

What Rommel saw when he inspected the
incompleted wall shocked him. He concluded that
the wall was not strong enough to hold back an
invasion, calling it a ‘‘fragment of Hitler's
Wolkenkucksheim” — cloud cukoo land. The wall
was formidible even in its non-completed state as
the allied commanders found out with the Canadian
raid, but it did not nearly meet Rommel’s standards.

Directly across from England at the narrowest part of
the channel the wall didn’t even exist.

Hitler ordered the work to be completed
“fanatically” and chunks of Germany’s own frontier
fortifications, the Siegfried line, was scrapped to ~
provide materials. By 1943, the wall was far from
finished, but it was an intimidating fortress. Hitler’s
under-estimation gave way to the realization that an
all-out invasion was inevitable.

Htiler's next problem was finding the manpower
to defend the coast. Russia was “‘eating his men

.alive,” and by 1944 he resorted to manning the wall
with old men and young boys, remnants from
divisions that had been defeated in Russia, and
“volunteers” from Poland, Hungary,

Czeckoslavakia, Romania and Yugoslavia. He even
had two Russian divisions who rather fought with
the Nazis than waste away in a prison camp. By
D-Day, Hitler had amassed 60 divisions.

Field Marshal Von Rundstedt, who was in charge
of Western Europe’s defenses scoffed at Hitler's
wall. He called it, “an enormous bluff . . . more for
the Gemmnan people than for the enemy . . . and the
enemy, through his agents, knows more about it
than we do.”

Rommel agreed whole-heartedly with his senior’s
assessment. [t would act as a temporary deterrent to
an invasion, but could not stop it. _

Rommel and Rundstedt disagreed, however, on
how to meet the invasion. Rundstedt wanted to hold
his troops back from the coast and attack the enemy
after they landed. Rommel, on the other hand,
believed that he could defeat the enemy by meeting
the invasion head on. Hitler went along with
Rommel.

“The Desert Fox" set out to drastically change the
ariti-invasion plans. On every beach where a landing
could be made, he had his soldiers build crude
anti-invasion obstacles. He was fascinated with
mines and planned fo infest the coast with 60
million of them. By D-Day, he had five million in
place.

His soldiers waited behind the coast in pill boxes
and bunkers surrounded by barbed wire. He used
the latest weapons -— mortars, rocket launchers and
automatic flame throwers to greet the Allied attack.

He didn’t neglect to prepare a welcome for an
airborne assault either. He had low areas flooded
and every open field had stakes driven in it and trip
wire explosive booby-traps awaited the paratroopers.

When Rommel finished, he had the most ominous
defense against an invasion the modem world had
ever seen.

Rommel, however, was quilty too of

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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D-Day
revisited

Forty years later, Normandy prepares for a new invasion

By Stephen Webbe

Special to The Christian Science Monitor

4 (4 EOPLE of Western Europe: A landing
was made this morning on the coast of

France by troops of the Allied Expedi-
tionary Force. . . . The hour of your liber-
ation is approaching.”

Making the electrifying announcement from London
was the supreme allied commander, Gen. Dwight D.
Eisenhower.

The date was June 6, 1944.

Some 156,000 United States, British, and Canadian
troops had sprung from the sea and air onto the coast
and fields of Normandy in Operation Overlord, to punch
a gaping hole in Hitler’s “Fortress Europe.”

Now, with the 40th anniversary of D-Day fast ap-
proaching, thousands who took part in the greatest am-
phibious and airborne operation in history are about to
return to the scene of their epic deeds.

Normandy, in short, is about to be re-invaded.

No one is exactly sure how many veterans will de-
scend on the region to take part in the dozens of ceremo-
nies, but Normandy is bracing itself to receive 100,000
visitors this year.

By one estimate, 30,000 of those will be equal num-
bers of US, British, and Canadian veterans returning, of-
ten with wives and family members, in scores of tour
groups and aboard hundreds of coaches.

Two of those making the pilgrimage to Normandy are
John Downing of Daytona Beach, Fla., and Clayton
Booth of Wareham, Mass., veterans, respectively, of the
1st Infantry Division {*‘The Big Red One”) and the 2%th
Infantry Division (‘““The Blue and Gray Division™).

Both landed on that tenaciously defended stretch of
coast code-named Omaha Beach, where the 1st Division
and a regiment of the 29th suffered 3,000 casualties.
When Lieutenant Downing’s landing craft lowered its
ramp, 20 men were hit. Some fell into the sea and

drowned. Says Booth: “‘Anyone who says they weren't
scared, wasn't there.”

While the people of Normandy are welcoming the old
soldiers, French President Francois Mitterrand will be
receiving a host of foreign dignitaries. Scheduled to at-
tend D-Day ceremonies in June are President and Mrs.

RonaldReagan, British Prime Minister Margaret
Thatcher, Canadian Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau,
King Olav V of Norway, and Britain's Queen Elizabeth
IT and Prince Philip, who will sail to Normandy in the
royal yacht Brittania.

Not surprisingly, Normandy hotels are booked solid
with veterans for the month of June. But many families
have offered to put up individual veterans who have been
unable to find hotel accommodation.

June’s D-Day ceremonies will take place on many of
the beaches and landing zones where the mighty Allied
army poured into France, as well as in the cemeteries
that became the final resting place for so many. There
will be huge public ceremonies attended by heads of state
and, undoubtedly, many private remembrances by indi-
vidual veterans.

HE assault on Normandy began shortly after

midnight on June 6, 1944, when the British 6th

Airborne Division seized key bridges on the

eastern flank of the invasion beachhead (see
map).

As the 6th Airborne landed, the US 82nd and 101st
Airborne Divisions leaped from their aircraft over the
southeast corner of the Cotentin Peninsula to perform a
similar function on the western flank.

Although badly scattered, the 82nd took Ste. Mére-
Eglise, while the 101st kept German reinforcements out
of the area.

Then, at 6:30 am., the US 4th Infantry Division
stormed ashore on Utah Beach just south of La Mad-
eleine on the eastern base of the Cotentin Peninsula and
quickly struck inland.

At the same time the US 1st Infantry Division and the
116th regiment of the US 29th Infantry Division as-

saulted Omaha Beach between Vierville-sur-Mer and
Colleville-sur-Mer. Only extraordinary fortitude saved
the day. )
Probably the most daring coup de main was executed
by the 225 men of the 2nd and 5th Ranger Battalions
when, undaunted by gunfire and grenades, they scaled
the 100-foot cliff at Pointe du Hoc three miles west of
Omaha Beach to attack a battery of six 155-mm guns.

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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Later that morning, the British 50th and 3rd Divisions
came ashore on Gold and Sword Beaches, respectively,
while Canada’s 3rd Infantry Division landed between
them on Juno Beach.

In just over 11 months after the landings the Third
Reich would cease to exist.

The heroism of the 2nd and 5th Ranger Battalions will
be remembered on the morning of June 5 when a plaque
commemorating the unit is unveiled at the Pointe du
Hoe. Afterward a team of climbers from the 10th Special
Forces — the Green Berets — will display their skills on
the cliff face.

‘E.arly that afternoon there will be a ceremony in the
British cemetery at Rarnville near Pegasus Bridge, and at
4 p.m. 150 men from today’'s 82nd Airborne Division,
stationed in Fort Bragg, N.C., will drift to earth outside
Ste. Mére-Eglise in an exhibition parachute drop.

The following day, June 6, sees President Mitterrand
and his distinguished guests at the Colleville-Saint-
Laurent American cemetery above Omaha Beach where
9,386 US servicemen lie buried under marble crosses.
The 4 p.m. ceremony is open to the public.

An hour and a half later the assembled heads of state
will attend the dedication of a US memorial on Utah
Beach. In the evening there will be a ceremony honoring
the British 3rd Division at Hermanville.

Tourists planning to visit the Normandy beaches and
environs in early June might do well to think again. The
region’s narrow country roads — no more extensive now
than they were in 1944 — are likely to be snarled with
traffic and the events besieged by crowds.

NCORRIGIBLE D-Day buffs might want to sortie
from Paris on one- and two-day trips to
Normandy's beaches during the first two weeks of
June but, all in all, the going would be a lot easier
later in the year. For instance, visiting the region’s many
D-Day museums is likely to be a good deal more pleasant
when the crowds of tourists have thinned. There are
many to see: from the Airborne Troops Museum at Ste.
Meére-Eglise in the west to No. 4 Commando Museum at
Quistreham-Riva-Bella in the east.

Additional D-Day memorabilia is displayed in the
Arromanches Museum, in the Utah Beach Museum at
Ste. Marie-du-Mont, in the Museum of the Battle of Nor-
mandy at Bayeux, and in the Pegasus Bridge Airborne
Museum at Bénouville.

For some returning veterans, the 40th anniversary of
the Normandy landings will be a time to chew over the
tactics employed by General Eisenhower and his com-
manders on June 6, 1944. Some will, no doubt, debate
whether Lt. Gen. Omar Bradley, who commanded the
US assault forces on D-Day, could have taken Omaha
Beach with far fewer casualties had he accepted a range
of specialized tanks offered him by the British.

Nicknamed ‘“‘The Funnies,” these included the
“Crab,” a Sherman tank whose whirling chain flails
could beat pathways through mine fields; a Churchill
tank with a 290mm mortar to pulverize blockhouses; and
the Sherman swimming tank.

General Eisenhower requested a brigade's worth of
the latter tanks but left the choice of other specialized ar-
mored vehicles to General Bradley. He turned them
down.

The Omaha landings were ill-starred from the outset.
Ernest Hemingway, who was aboard a landing craft
heading for Omaha Beach that morning, watched as
“solid green sheets of water ... fell on the helmeted
heads of the troops packed shoulder to shoulder in the
stiff, awkward, uncomfortable, lonely companionship of
men going to a battle.”

The Gls, who reminded him of “pikemen of the Mid-
dle Ages,” were soon ‘‘wax-gray with seasickness.” They
were also wet, cold, and apprehensive.

They landed to what historian Samuel Eliot Morison
has described as “the best imitation of hell”’: beach ob-
stacles and mine fields and a torrent of fire from artillery,
mortars, machine guns, and rifles. Within 10 minutes of
floundering ashore some 96 percent of the 197 men in
Comp;;y A of the 116th Regiment had been killed or
wounded. .

S Hemingway studied the shoreline, tanks
*“crouched like big yellow toads” burst into
flames after being hit. Morison thought the
Omaha defenses infinitely tougher than those
the Japanese devised to defend Tarawa and Iwo Jima.

“Six hours after the landings we held only ten yards
of beach,” observed General Bradley in his 1983 auto-
biography, “A General's Life.”

The attacking GIs soon discovered they were not
merely facing the 716th Infantry Division, a static unit of
low morale, but elements of the 352nd Infantry Division,
a crack, mobile formation, battle-hardened on the East-
ern front.

Staff Sgt. Clayton Booth of the 29th Division landed

on Omaha in the evening. “We didn't realize how easily
we could have been pushed back into the ocean,” he says
in a telephone conversation from his Cape Cod home.
“You couldn't see the big picture. In fact we didn’t real-
ize how bad it had been until it was all over.” His most
vivid memories of June 6,
1944, are the concern he had
over not being able to swim
and ‘‘the way that the fellas
stuck together that day.”
His most terrifying moment
came later — when a cow
stuck its head over a hedge.
“That was one of the worst
scares I ever got,” he
chuckles,

Eventually the dogged courage of the troops coupled
with a relentless naval bombardment from a dozen de-
stroyers turned the tide on Omaha. But it took 1,000
dead and 2,000 wounded to take the beach.

General Eisenhower later attributed light casualities
on the British and Canadian beaches to tactical surprise
and ‘“‘the success of the novel mechanical contrivances
which were employed.”

N his recent biography General Bradley claimed

that he had rejected “The Funnies’ because, being

largely British Churchill tanks, their acceptance

would have necessitated the retraining of drivers

and maintenance men, and a separate spare-parts supply
chain,

The general often returned to Omaha Beach to honor

CONTINUED NEXT PAGZE
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French Are Said to Give a D-Day Rebuff to

West Germany’s Leader

By JOHN VINOCUR

Special to The New York Times

PARIS, May 20 — Chancellor Helmut
Kohl of West Germany sought, through
intermediaries, to receive an invitation
to the D-day commerorative ceremo-
nies that will bring allied chiefs of state
to France on June 6, French and
American officials reported last week.
But they said the initiative was turned
aside and the West German leader
would not take part.

The West German interest in being
invited to the ceremonies was de-
scribed as being greeted by allied offi-
cials with a mixture of surprise and
discomfort, as well as a degree of sym-
pathy for Mr. Kohl.

The ceremonies in Normandy, mark-
ing the 40th anniversary of the invasion
of Europe in 1944 that led to the defeat
of Hitler’'s Germany 11 months later,
will be attended by Queen Elizabeth 11,
President Reagan, President Frangois
Mitterrand, Prime Minister Pierre El-
liott Trudeau of Canada and thousands
of veterans.

*‘Kohl evidently saw the commervra-
tion as an opportunity to mark the
reconciliation between the Allies and
Germany,” an American official said.
““Our position was one of not being
against the idea in principle, but also
one that was terribly relieved to be able

to say, ‘It’s a French matter and thev'll
havetodecide.”

‘Saying No Relatively Easy’

The French later made clear, ac-
cording to Elysée Palace and Foreign
Ministry officials, that the idea of Mr.
Kohl’s participation was not practical.
A French official said the West Ger-
mans had ““made saying no relatively
easy”’ by making the inquiry at a rela-
tively low level last month and not di-
rectly involving Mr. Kohl or President
Mitterrand, who met today for private
conversations at Saarbriicken, West
Germany.

Mr. Kohl, who has excellent personal
relations with both Mr. Mitterrand and
President Reagan, was 14 years old
when the war ended.

An American official said the West
German representations went to the
French, the Americans and the British.
He described them as “about as dis-
tinct feelers as you can make without
turning the enterprise into a very offi-
cial matter.”

A French Cabinet-level official said
the West German request inspired a
kind of double reaction in him.

““On the one hand,”’ he said, “there is
a lot of personal sympathy here toward
Kohl and his good intentions. But then
there is history. You can’t just put a
fancy whipped cream topping on it. The
sensitivities of many of the veterans

who will be coming back for the cere-
monies are still very strong, and so are
those of millions of people who will be
watching on television around the
world.”

Elections a Factor
In fact, the question of inviting Mr.

Kohl to France for D-day commemora-
tion ceremonies appeared to have im-
mediate political considerations in
France relating to elections for the
Eurupean Parliament scheduled June
17 in the 10 member-nations of the
European Economic Community.

If the campaign has created little in-
terest or passion elsewhere in Europe,
it is unusually hard-fought in France
because the elections have taken on the
character of an approval poll of the So-
cialist Government. The Socialists are
expected to perform relatively poorly,
and they appear interested in avoiding
an element of potential controversy —
like an invitation to Mr. Kohl — in the
middle of the campaign.

The extent of the continuing sensi-
tivity to the German occupation of
France during World War II, as well as
its political resonance, was illustrated
by sharp protests from former Resist-
ance fighters in the last two weeks.
They said it was a disgrace that Simone
Veil, who is head of a moderate-conser-
vative slate of candidates for the Euro-
pean Parliament, had allowed Robert

Hersant, a newspaper publisher often
accused of having been a collaboration-
ist, to run on her ticket.

The protests made headlines in
France, especially because Mrs. Veil is
a survior of Auschwitz.

A small German memorial cere-
mony for soldiers who died in the Nor-
mandy campaign is to take place June
8 at the main German cemetery in the
areaat La Cambe, near Isigny.

D-DAY REVISITED...Continued

“the valiant men” who died there. “Every man who set
foot on Omaha Beach that day was a hero,” he said.

The celebrations and ceremonies marking the 40th an-
niversary of D-Day are by no means confined to France.

*Many events are scheduled to take place in southern
England, where the invasion was launched.

For instance, on the afternoon of June 2 there will be a
memorial ceremony at Slapton Sands on the coast of
south Devon. (It was in the waters off this steeply sloping
beach that some 700 GIs lost their lives during a practice
invasion assault in April 1944 when German E-boats, in

a sneak cross-Channel attack, sank two tank landing
ships.) Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother, will be in
Portsmouth on June 3 to open a new D-Day musewn.

At nearby Southampton, which saw the departure of
1,066 ships of all sorts on June 5, 1944, numerous D-Day
celebrations are planned. Singer Vera Lynn, “The
Forces's Sweetheart,”” who bewitched wartime Britain
with such songs as *“We'll Meet Again,” will star in a
gala commemoration evening at the Gaumont Theater in
the city on June 2 and Herb Miller and his orchestra will
be there in June and July to play the swing hits his
brother Glenn made famous.

Quite simply, waves of nostalgia will be drenching
both sides of the English Channel in June.
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for the celebration of

P the allied landings on

r ez s o France's northwest
coast on June 6, 1944

The invasion launched

sor ry . e the major Western of-

fensive in the European

war that ended the fol-

can ,f iOin jowing year with the

defeat of Germany.

Queen T el S

light of Reagan's week-

NDO! iong visit to Ireland,
Lgent ge(Afxz ;a;l'r?é: Britain, and France,
clined :g “informal starting June 1.
offer” from Queen Buckingham Palace
Elizabeth I to travel assistant press secre-
with her on the royal tary Victor Chapman
yacht Britannia to Nor- declined comment as
mandy for the 40th an- to whether the Queen
niversary of the D-Day had invited Reagan to
landings, the Sunday ;;oln lt;el; tl)n the ya{:‘!:;
rted. or the trip across
Telegraph repo N English Channel.
mw;h&eg;: ﬁ-or:onl_:: “But I do know.that
spondent, the newspa- President Reagan
per said an acceptance won't be traveling
by Reagan would have with the Queen on the
ag “that he was Britannia,” he said.
favoring one ally [Brit- Reagan and the Queen
ain] more than another - will be the guests of
[Franecel” French President
Francols Mitterrand
It said Reagan was ex- for the Normandy
pected to use his own “cerefmony.. '
aircraft to fly to France Ahd :

FRENCH INVITATION TO D-DAY OBSERVANCES

1D241808 Warsaw PAP in English 1419 GMT 24 May 84

[Text] Warsaw 24 May (PAP) —- In conmnectlon with French Minister Jean Laurain's in-
formation about an invitation extended by the French Govermment to the chairman
of Poland's Office for War Veteran Affairs, as well as to representatives of Govermments

of Czechoslovakia, Demmark and Greece, to take part in D-Day anniversary ceremonies,
a PAP journalist wrote:

"One can hardly fail to motice that the French Govermment's decision to invite Poles
to attend the observances in question came very late ~— much later than that to invite
delegations from countries such as the United States, Great Britain and Canada whose

soldiers, side by side with Poles, took part in the Normandy operation, and who, along-
side Poles, liberated France from the Nazi occupation.”

"Also, it is difficult mot to see that such attitude aroused dissatisfaction among Polish
war veterans, and especially among former soldiers of the Polish Armed Forces in the
West. This stand has also been shared by Polish public opinlon as a whole.”

"Hence, one can assume that there is a link between society's loud protest and the

decision taken eventually by the French Govermment to invite a delegation from Poland
to the anniversary celebrations."
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D-Day: from the war front

By Richard L. Strout

EN Crawford of Newsweek and I hired a room in
London that summer 40 years ago and waited for
D-Day, which finally came June 6, 1944,

In order to fool the Germans the authorities collected
hundreds of journalists for fake invasions and we would
dash off to various ports in England. One time we went
to the home of Daphne du Maurier and I still remember
the splendid magnolias. There was never any doubt that
the invasion was coming, the secret was where. Elabo-
rate deceptions were practiced. The enemy never guessed
the actual place in Normandy; they thought it would be
farther north.

signed to the heavy cruiser Quincy, Captain Drury com-
manding, with a crew of 1,500, mostly from Boston. Ken
Crawford was assigned to one of the assault units. He
was supposed to stay aboard a landing _craft and watch
the invaders while I was in a big ship trying to compose a
newspaper story amid the slam-banging of guns and a
purser’s cabin that shed a few rivets after 9ach salvo.
Crawford jumped overboard, immediately hit a pot.hole
over his head, and came up without most of his gear.
Hemingway called him the bravest man he knew. He
scrambled ahead amid surge and biliows of icy water and
wrote what I think was the best eyewitness story of the
day. (I have it before me now, published in Newsweek
June 19, 1944.)

Reporters’ problems were & little different from those
of the invaders. We had to see what was happening, turn
it into narrative, get it back to London and through the
censors, and get it to our editors.

Frightened? I was scared; but the occupational anxi-
ety was whether I could make the deadline on a newspa-
per 3.000 miles away. Some 150,000 troops were put on
Nommandy that first day (half teen-agers). All we had to
do was to buck the traffic tide the other way with our

Reporters were allocated to different tasks. I was as-

color pieces. Once in a lifetime. Could we do it?

I wrote, ‘“‘When we went to bed it was all quiet — not a
vessel in sight in the Channel.”” When the German Army
looked out the whole sea was filled, slow-moving craft
under its own power, other craft being towed, including
the makings of a whole harbor. Amphibious tanks, air-
planes and gliders overhead. The whole thing trembled in
the balance for a few hours. Then we had a beachhold.
*“We had done better than expected (said one account);
losses did not exceed 20 percent."”

Ken’s account was eyewitness:

In order to fool the Germans the

stroyer assigned to cover us gave up in disgust.

War correspondents notoriously arrived in London
from the front in jitters. The official new pickup system
had collapsed. Twelve hours later I had reached
Waterloo Station, found a taxi, got into the Underground
hugging typewriter. steel helmet, gas mask, and loads of
gear and found my precious copy, sent ahead, just going
through the censor. The earlier telegraphed version had
arrived at 10:30 a.m. (5:30 a.m. Boston double daylight
saving time}. The Monitor’s Lon-
don bureau chief, -Mallory

“Down ramp! shouted the

authorities collected hundreds of

Browne, and his valiant secretary

coxswain from the elevated stern.
Down it came with a clank and a

journalists for fake invasions and

were there in person trying to pry
it loose.

splash. Ahead — and it seemed at

we would dash off to various

The chaos of that office can

this moment miles off — stretched . Ther hardly be told. Millions of inva-
the sea-wall We had all daubed POTSinEngland. Therewas - £ 0n & i n, 4" o med, and
our faces with commando black. I never any doubt that the invasion  pen cascaded in. My mood was

charged out with the rest, trying to

was coming, the secret was

murderous. My copy must pass

look fierce and desperate, only to

where. Elaborate deceptions

the Navy, then the Army, and any

step into a shell hole and sub-

merge myself in the Channel. Were practiced.

part of it could be pooled for other
news organizations.

Luckily my gear was too wet and
stinking to put on so I was light enough to come up.

“The soldiers were well out of the water, carrying
packs, guns, heavy mortar parts, and radio equipment
by the time I made the beach. They crouched low and ran
ape-like.” He continues, “Strangely there were no mines
and no machine guns. Only artillery fire, and that di-
rected against the boats.™

The account carries details: “Just in front of me a
shell burst in a cluster of seven men. Six crumpled . . .
The seventh screamed in agonized amazement.”

So that was the situation for two journalists. Now all
we had to do in our respective spheres was to get our sto-
" ries back to America.

In my case I had typed my piece in sextuplicate, and
the USS Quincy (conveniently running out of ammuni-
tion) dashed me across the Channel so fast that the de-

I chinned myself on the lintel of
the door. I waited 17/, hours. It so happened that I could
recognize my particular precious bundle of copy like a
mother its infant. Other reporters examined it. Try to get
sympathy from anybody else? Pooh! The Reuter man
later on told me fragments of his masterpiece still drib-
bled in hours later. Mine had come to rest in a metal bas-
ket between censors. After a scene of which I am still
ashamed {though not very much) I liberated it — and I
made the edition. (By some means Ken got his piece in,
to0.)

And what did we write? Why guns, and planes and
bombardment and bravery — the pitching landing
barges disgorging Yanks and British and Canadians.
They made D-Day .a success and with Normandy the end
of the war was in sight.

We did our jobs all right, didn’t we, Ken?
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THEY WON WAR - LOST
BATTLE OF THE BULGE

By KIERAN CROWLEY

THOUSANDS of Amer-
ican veterans of the 1944
invasion of Normandy
— 40 years ago on June 6
— are set to make a sen-
timental journey back to
the D-Day beaches.

The ex-GIs will join
President Reagan, free
world leaders, and thou-
sands of other vets from
Britain, France and the
other allied nations who
together launched the
world's greatest inva-
sion to crush Nazi Ger-
many.

For former 4th Divi-

sion infantry Staff Ser-
geant Daniel Galeone of
Whiting, N.J. — who
waded ashore with the
second wave into the
murderous fire on
“Utah” Beach -~ the re-
turn to the Normandy
beachhead is “a senti-
mental journey.”

“It was pretty rough.
We lost quite a lot of
men,"” Galeone, 68, som-
berly told The Post.

“I didnt think that I
was ever golng to make
it. The water was up to
our shoulders and the
firing was coming from

all directions.
thanked the good U)rd
that we made it to the
beach,” said Galeone.

Galeone will go to
France with his wife
Maria and an old buddy
from his outfit, former
Sgt. Sidney Goldstein, 65,
and wife, Beatrice, from
Tamarac, Fla.

Both men, now retired,
were awarded the Pur-
ple Heart for wounds.

"I was wounded on
June 13th,” said Galeone.
“A sniper got me in my
left arm. Later that day,
a German shell got me

in an apple orchard and
that was the end of me
— I woke up in a field
hospital and the whole
right side of my body
bad shrapnel in it” —-

“Danny and I were in
the same landing
barge,” said Goldstein
“You know it really was
‘The Longest Day".

“When Danny was
wounded, I lost contact
with him and he was
sent back to the states,
50 now we're having our
reunion and then we're
going to the big one to-
gether,” he said.

LOS ANGELES TIMES

History Fades Slowly

W. Germans
Still Bearing
Stain of War

By TYLER MARSHALL,
Times Staff Writer

BONN—For West Germans,
preparations for the 40th anniver-
sary June 6 of the Normandy inva-
sion have become a painful remind-
er that history fades slowly.

West Germany has had economic
and political success, it is known as
a good neighbor, it has become a
cornerstone of the Western Alli-
ance and principal financial contrib-
utor to the European Common Mar-
ket, It has not, however, been able
to fully erase the bitterness of the
past.

Despite the passage of nearly two
generations since the war ended,
lingering wartime sentiments still
constitute an important, if little-
mentioned, subcurrent that contin-
ues to influence political decision-
making,

Earlier this year, when Chancel-
lor Helmut Kohl visited Jerusalem,
the Guardian of London observed:

“The stain left on German history
by the Holocaust is the exception
which proves the rule that time
healsall wounds. . . .”’

' Press reports of West German
efforts to solicit an invitation for
Kohl to attend the D-Day anniver-
sary ceremonies in the spirit of
reconciliation have been denied in
Bonn, but there is little doubt that
such an invitation would have been
gratefully received,

‘Emotions. . . Against I¢’

“It would have been a beautiful
gesture, but emotions still run
against it,” said Dieter Ose, a mili-
tary historian and the author of a
book on Germany's defense of Nor-
mandy.

Instead, Kohl will meet his allies
only the following day, in London,
at an economic conference.

According to Ose, roughly half of
the quarter-million casualties in the
battle for Normandy were German,
About 10,000 German dead are
buried there.

Occasionally, West German
groups visit the beaches, but the
number expected for this year’s
anniversary is smaller than usual, in
part because the Bonn government
wants to reduce the potential for
any anti-German incidents. A West
German Defense Ministry tour of
Normandy war cemeteries that had
been planned for this month was

27 May 1984 Pg. 1

postponed.

According to a man who had
planned to make the trip, there was
official concern that the group’s
presence at a time when many
Allied veterans were there might
provoke long-dormant feelings of
enmity.

“The presence of many hundreds
of Germans might bring problems,
and also endanger French-German
relations,” an internal West German
government document warned in
March.

A group of 250 German veterans
had hoped to travel to Normandy
this week for a joint ceremony with
British veterans at an Anglo-Ger-
man cemetery, but the plan ran into
trouble when adequate hotel space
could not be found. Then, when
Kohl was not invited, the plan was
dropped altogether.

“We can’t go where the chancel-
lor is unwanted,” said Hans Koer-
ber, executive secretary of the Ger-

A German to head
NATO? ‘Impossible,’
the official declared.

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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THE LAST GOODBYE...Continued

part of a tour sponsored by his
Association, but family obligations
forced him to cancel. Then, he says,
“in later years, either we couldn’t
afford it or something cropped up.”

Lipsman, now 70, is glad he is
returning for the first, and probably
last, time—he wants his wife to see
Europe, he says, but that’s not the
whole reason. “I always wanted to
go back once. It was part of my life.
It was important, it was historic, I
was doing a job my country wanted.
I don’t brag about it, but I'm not
ashamed to say I was part of the
D-Day invasion.”

HILE JOSEFH
Lipsman will be
content to fol-
low the itinerary
of his Associa-
tion’s tour, John
Reville plans a
detour that he hopes will bring him
much further into his past. “I'm very
excited about this trip,” he says. “My
brother’s been tracing the family
tree, and it turns out there’s a town
called Reville in Normandy. I must
have been within 15 miles of that
town.” Reville hopes to establish that
his ancestors came from that town in
France, moving to Britain, ironically,
with William the Conqueror during
history’s second largest cross-Channel
invasion. “Then, 900 years later, I
went back the other way.”

But Reville’s return will also
bring back some personal memo-
ries, which now exist mostly as
memorabilia at his home in Beech-
hurst, Queens: the books (such as
“The Longest Day,” the story of

D-Day by Comelius Ryan that was
made into a movie; Reville is listed
in the back), the medals (Silver
Star, Purple Heart), the scrap-
books, the photographs. "Thqt’s
Capt. William Runge,” Reville
says, showing pictures of the man
both as a soldier and at reunions
over the years. He smiles. “He
came from Jowa. His family owned

a string of undertaker parlors. We
used to kid him. ‘Hey Bill, plenty of
business for you today.’ ”

Reville was a member of the
Rangers, an all-volunteer group
within the Army that was among
the first to land at Omaha Beach, in
the sector of the beachhead known
as Omaha Dog Green. “That little
thin red line on the map—that was
us. There was nothing ahead of us.
Your best defense was just to run
like hell.” Reville led a platoon
within the Fifth Battalion of 35
men. Within a week, only he and
two other men remained. “It
couldn’t have been luck,” he says.
“Somebody was looking out for
me."”

Reville’s first day is an amazing
story of assaulting enemy outposts,
engaging in firefights, throwing gre-
nades, killing Germans and taking
60 prisoners. “You do have a
tremendous feeling of exhilaration,
especially when the battle is stop-
ped and you're alive. You sort of
dread it, but there’s nothing to
match it for excitement. I hope that
doesn’t sound weird to you; it’s not
that you want to kill people. It was
just like that old saying—I was glad
1 went through it, but 1 wouldn’t
want to do it again.”

After the war, Reville entered
the New York Police Department,
part of a war-delayed group of 4,000
who joined at the same time in
September 1946, 1 think we were
the best officers the department’s
ever had. We were more mature,
more disciplined, we had been
through the war.”

Reville went to his first reunion
of Rangers in 1955 and relived the
war. But he doesn’t talk much
about it otherwise, not even with
other veterans. “People don't want
to listen to war stories,” he says,
closing his scrapbook. “If you have-
n't been in combat, you don’t have
that much in common.” O

Jonathan Mandell edits Only in New York
for the Magazine.

39




40th ANNIVERSARY OF D-DAY

LOUISVILLE COURIER-JOURNAL 27 May 1984

Normandy anniversary adds

meaning to Memonal Day

IF THE SIXTH OF JUNE, 1944,
was “the longest day,” then May 28,
1984, may well begin the longest Me-
morial Day. In a very real sense, the
day won’t be over this year until com-
memoration of the Allied assault on
the beaches of Normandy, 40 years ago
next week, is complete.

That may take most of the summer
— none too long for a superb reminder
of why we celebrate Memorial Day.
The chiefs of state of the nations that
took part in history’s greatest seaborne

invasion will mark the 40th anniversa-
ry with elaborate ceremony. But that
will be only a beginning, and perhaps
not the most significant part.
Thousands of the ordinary Ameri-
cans, Canadians and Britons who bat-
tled Hitler's Germany on the beaches
and in the hedgerows of Normandy
will return this summer to mark the
occasion with less pomp but surely
with deeper feelings. Travel agencies
are swamped with bookings.
Commemoration, not celebration, is

the right word. Memories of the grim
combat that was the beginning of the
end for Nazi power will not inspire
joy. But there will be satisfaction and
well-earned pride for those who served
— and, surely, recognition from those
who didn't,

The visitors will see the fruits of 40
years of peace that their efforts made
possible. The sorrow of revisiting
scenes of death and perhaps finding
graves of fallen friends will be tem-
pered with the knowledge that they
not only did their duty well, but did it
in a struggle that was as unquestion-
ably just as war can be.

A bit of the mourning, surely, will
be for the unity of purpose and the
moral certainties that have faded so
drastically since 1944. It's possible to
exaggerate the patriotic fervor of those
days. Not every eligible American
marched willingly off to save the
world from conquest by military dicta-

tors, nor even sacrificed unstintingly
on the home front.

But most did their duty, in Norman-
dy and on hundreds of other battle-
fronts. Many did much more. World
War I1 inspired a degree of unity un-
matched before or since in America’s
history. Cooperation between allies was
almost unprecedented. The war could
be called, without embarrassment or
irony, a “crusade,” in the best sense of
that word.

The greatness of the cause, of course,

made matters no easier for those who
stormed the beaches on the dawn of
the now-famous Sixth of June. Neither
good causes, bad ones, nor those some-
where in between are shields against
fire and metal. Like rain, the conse-
quences of war fall on the just and
unjust alike.

So the wisdom to prevent war is the
only protection. Those who stormed
the Normandy beaches could, if given
the time, have reflected on how easily
the democratic nations could have pre-
vented catastrophe before Hitler built
the great Nazi war machine.

What they couldn’t have known was
that they were engaged in humanity’s
last opportunity to retrieve such errors
through an all-out war. Even as they

fought, the instruments that would
turn the prospect of such a war from
“mere” catastrophe to mutual annihila-
tion were being prepared.

The saddest thought in this memori-
al season is that this grim fact has
brought no assurance of lasting peace.
Forty years have gone by without a
general world conflict, which is much
to be grateful for. But lesser wars
abound. A new arms race between the
two great powers gathers speed.

This Memorial Day weekend, reflec-
tions on the past inevitably must turn
to the future, and to hope that wisdom
to maintain the peace bought in Nor-
mandy and on a thousand other battle-
fronts of the second World War will at
last be found.
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he anniversary will be a state occasion. Queen Elizabeth
will cross the channel in the Roval Yacht. Beitannrg.
Other chiefs of the old Alliance—Reagan and Mitter-
rand and Trudeau. the Queen of The Netherlands. the
King of the Belgians—will assemble for the ceremonies before
sume of them enon to an economic summit in London. They will
fly in helicopteis over the famous beaches—Omaha. Utah and
the rest. They will inspect the surf through which the invaders
sinuasded 40 years ago. young amphibians butfeted by waves and
torn by crossfires. Their landfall. in a chaos of metal und smoke
and dead bodies. began the end of the thousand-year Reich.
Ordinary Americans and Englishmen and Canadians and
others. now in late middle age. will come as well. They will wan-
der vver the pastoral killing ground. They will search in the cem-
etery at Colleville-sur-Mer for the graves of friends they fought
beside, They will think of themselves singing as they set off from
England. “Glory. glory. what a hell of a way wdie. .. They will
remember exactly the spot where they were prned down by
German machine guns. or where a shell blast sent a truck pin-
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wheeling. They will go up again to Poinie du Hoc and shake
their heads again in wonder at the men who climbed that sheer
cliff while Germans fired down straight into their faces. The vet-
erans will take photographs. Bul the more vivid pictures wiil be
those tixed in their minds. the ragged, brutal images etched there
on the day when they undertook to save European civilization.

The ceremonies in Normandy will celebrate the victory and
mourn the dead. They will also mourn. almost subliminally. a
certain moral clarily that has been lost, a sense of common pur-
puse that has all but evaporated. Never again, perhaps. would
the Allies so handsomely collaborate. The invasion of Norman-
dy was a thunderously heroic blow dealt to the evil empire. Nev-
er again. it may be. would war seem so unimpeachably right. so
necessary and just. Never again. perhaps. would American pow-
er and moratity so perfectly coincide.

For one thing. it is difficult for history. more than once every
few centuries. 1o invent a villain like Hitler and then propel him
10 such enormous power. The bad guys are rarely so horrible—
although this century has been rather richly cast. Normandy in

Photograph by Robert Capa—Magnum
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Buildup for Battle

In southern Britain, stacks of pontoons await shipment to France, where
they were used to erect bridges. The two-year preparations for D-day re-
quired the greatest supply buildup in history: 2 million tons of weapeons,
mountains of K rations and candy bars, all bound for an artificial harbor
named Port Winston.

throw of Hitler. Their major reason: the Soviets in 1942 were in
full retreat, suffering heavy casualties and warning that the
whole eastern front might collapse. Roosevelt and Churchill
promised Stalin that they would open a second front by 1943.

Despite that promise, however. the British were haunted by
the debacie of 1940, when they barely escaped destruction by
avacuating their defeated army from Dunkirk just before the fall
>f France. They were no less haunted by the enormous bloodlet-
ting of World War I. “"Memories of the Somme and Passchen-
Jaele.” as Churchill put it, . . . were not to be blotted out by time
Jor reflection.” Churchill persuaded Roosevelt to delay a risky as-
sault on France and strike an easier target: North Africa. When
-hat proved a swift success, the British continued urging a “Med-
erranean strategy™: an invasion of Sicily, an advance up the
{talian peninsula. But the Ttalian campaign turned slow and
Yloody. and the American generals in Europe re-emphasized
their basic plan to invade northern France, Operation Overlord.
Marshall passionately wanted to take command of the operation
himself. When Roosevelt insisted that he could not spare him.
Marshall assigned the task to Fisenhower, by then a four-star
seneral. Eisenhower went to London in January 1944 to lead
~hat he was to call, on D-day itself, “a great crusade.”

The Germans knew an invasion was inevitable. “An Anglo-
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American landing in the West will and must come.™ Hitler told
his key commanders that spring, but he added. "How and where
it will come no one knows.™ The obvious place to attack was the
coastal bulge known as the Pas de Calais. only 20 miles across
the English Channel from Dover. That was where Field Marshal
Erwin Rommel. whom Hitler had assigned to defend the Atlan-
tic Wall. expected the landing to come. Rommel deployed his
whole Fifteenth Army there, 208.000 men. to defend every mile
of beach. “The first 24 hours will be decisive,” he said.

The Allies went to great lengths to nourish this German illu-
sion. They repeatedly bombed and shelled the Calais area as
though to soften it up for an invasion. They even created an illu-
sory docking area near Dover, complete with inflated rubber
tanks. fake landing barges. dummy warehouses and barracks.
Eisenhower assigned his friend. Lieut. General George S. Patton
Jr., to command a largely phantom “First United States Army
Group,” which sent out messages about imaginary activities of
the nonexistent troops. The British, meanwhile, created a ficti-
tious “Fourth Army” in Edinburgh to threaten an invasion of
Norway. The British were secretly monitoring the German re-
sponse to the Allies’ feints with ULTRA, the system by which the
British had cracked the German code and could eavesdrop on all
German military radio traffic.

The real goal, of course. was the crescent-shaped row of
beaches along the northern coast of Normandy. They lay 100
miles from the great British ports of Southampton and Ports-
mouth, a span that no invader had successfully crossed in nearly
three centuries. The Allies spent two years turning all of southern
Britain into an arsenal and point of departure. They built 163 new
airfields. They shipped in 2 million tons of weapons and supplies,
1,500 tanks, mountains of food and fuel. Since the targeted beach-
front lacked harbors. Allied engineers built two enormous artifi-
cial harbors that could be towed across the Channel and moored
in place once the beaches were won.

D-day was supposed to be early in May. but when British
Field Marshal Sir Bernard L. Montgomery took up his post as
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Command of the Air

Unopposed A-20 bombers from the U.S. Ninth Air Force attack German
coastal defenses. Allied air superiority proved critically important
throughout the Normandy campaign, first in softening up German posi-
tions, then in guarding the invaders on the beaches and finally in harassing
German tanks moving forward for counterattacks. Germany’s dwindling
supply of fighters had been moved back to defend the Reich itself against
punishing Allied bombing raids.

dained. General Matthew B. Ridgway. commander of the 82nd
Airborne. felt it no less strongly. “Sometimes. at night,” he re-
called, it was almost as if I could hear the assurance that God
the Father gave to another soldier, named Joshua: ‘I will not fail
thee nor forsake thee.’ ™

Eisenhower spent that last night among the men of the 101st
Airborne, who called themselves the Screaming Eagles. They
had blackened their faces with burnt cork, and many had shaved
their heads so that they looked like Indian warriors. They were
tense and nervous, weighed down with not only rifies. pistols,
knives and grenades but also cigarettes, first-aid kits, fresh socks,
about 100 lbs. in all. Eisenhower’s talk was simple but encourag-
ing: “"Where are you from, Soldier? Did you get those shoulders
working in a coal mine? Good luck to you tonight. Soldier.”

As the long line of twin-engine C-47s began taking off at sev-
en-second intervals from Welford shortly after 10 p.m.. Eisen-
hower stood there watching. his hands sunk deep in his pockets.
He went on watching until the last plane circled into the dark-
ness overhead. A correspondent standing near him said the gen-
eral's eyes were full of tears. That same afternoon, after he
watched the first troop convoys preparing to depart. Eisenhower
had scribbled a strange note for himself. a message that would be
ready if everything ended in disaster: “Our landings ... have
failed . . . The troops. the Air and Navy did all that bravery and
devotion to duty could do. If any blame or fault attaches to the
attempt it is mine alone.™

The 822 C-47s flew in tight, nine-plane V formations across
the English Channel, an armada of shadows, only their lavender
wing lights clearly visible in the thin moonlight. They took more

than three hours to cross the Channel, then they dropped to 700
ft. to make their landing run. Suddenly they plunged into the tur-
bulence of a thick bank of clouds. The pilots reflexively separat-
ed to avoid collision. As they emerged from the blinding clouds,
sheets of flak began exploding all around them. Sergeant Louis
Truax saw his plane’s left wing hit, and then the paratroopers
went sprawiing. “One man dived out the door headfirst,” he said.
"I grabbed the ammo belt . . . of the man I thought next and gave
him a heave out nose first. The next man made it crawling . . .
Then I dived.”

Some men were dropped miles from their landing sites, some
were dropped far out at sea, some were dropped so low that their
parachutes never opened. Private Donald Burgett recalled that
they “made a sound like large, ripe pumpkins being thrown
down against the ground.” The 101st’s commander, Major Gen-
eral Maxwell Taylor, was dropped at 500 ft. and said later, "God
must have opened the chute.”

There was another unforeseen hazard. The Germans had
permitted a number of rivers to flood the fields, and many para-
troopers landed with their burden of supplies in three or four feet
of water. Father Francis Sampson, a Catholic chaplain. sank
into water over his head and just barely managed to cut himself
free from his chute. Then he had to dive down five or six tirnes to
retrieve his equipment for saying Mass. Private John Steele had
a different kind of religious problem: his parachute caught on the
steeple of the church in Ste.-Mére-Eglise, so he played dead
while German patrols prowled the streets below. A stray bullet
hit him in the foot. He watched another ammunition-laden
paratrooper land on a burning house and explode. Others were
shot while hanging in trees. After two hours. a German finally
spotted Steele. cut him down and took him prisoner. American
forces later rescued him when they occupied the town, the first in
France to be liberated.

All night long the scattered paratroopers worked to re-estab-
lish contact, snapping cricket noisemakers to locate each other.
{Most of their radios had been lost, along with 60% of their other
supplies.} Sometimes the cricket sound drew German gunfire,
but more often it brought lonely stragglers together into make-
shift units (others remained lost for days). “When I began to use
my cricket.” General Taylor recalled, “"the first man [ met in the
darkness [ thought was a German until he cricketed. He was the
most beautiful soldier I'd ever seen, before or since. We threw
our arms around each other, and from that moment I knew we
had won the war.”

Sometimes a single man could overcome absurd odds. Staff
Sergeant Harrison Summers of the 101st was ordered to take 15
men and attack a German artillery barracks known only as
WXYZ, actually a cluster of stone farm buildings. When the 15
showed signs of reluctance, Summers somewhat recklessly de-
cided to goad them by leading the charge himself. He kicked ina
door and sprayed the room with his submachine gun. Four Ger-
mans fell dead. and the rest ran out a back door. None of Sum-
mers’ men had followed him. so he alone charged the second
building: the Germans fled. By this time, one of Summers' men
was providing covering fire as Summers burst into the third and
fourth buildings. killed twelve Germans and chased out the rest.
A private crept up and said to Summers, “Why are you doing it?”
Said Summers: "I can't tell you.” Said the private: “O.K.. I'm
with you.” At the next building, the Americans killed 30 more
Germans. Then they found 15 Germans inexplicably eating
breakfast and shot them all. At the last building. the support
gunner’s tracers set the roof on fire, and an additional 3¢ Ger-
mans stumbled out to be shot down.

To the east, the British 6th Airborne had a somewhat easier
time of it. Landing close to their targets just after midnight, the
glider troops and parachutists caught the Germans by surprise.
By dawn they had captured their main objectives, the bridges
across the Orne and Dives rivers. securing the eastern flank of
the British landing site.

The American assault from the Channel was set for 6:30 a.m.
In the first gray and misty light, the sea suddenly appeared full of
ships. some 5.000 vessels of every variety, and from the giant bat-
tleships came a deafening barrage. The Texas and Arkansas
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here.” says Wedemeyer. now 87, “was to get ashore as early as
we could. advance as fast as we could. and at war’'s end have An-
glo-American troops in control.” Churchill too had hopes of ad-
vancing into the Balkans and perhaps even reaching Vienna be-
fore the Soviets. The Big Three leaders agreed at the Yalta
Conference of February 1945, however. that the advancing Al-
lied armies should meet in central Germany. thus dividing the
conquered land and consigning Eastern Europe to the Soviets.
Tomoreidealistic observers, the Allied invasions demonstrat-
ed the power of international cooperation. It was the successof the
wartime alliance that inspired the founders of the United Nations
in 1945, The Marshall Plan was the victorious general’s idea for
international economic reconstruction. Even when the cold war
destroyed all hope of global cooperation. memories of the wartime
alliance inspired the birth of NATO and the Common Market.
Other changes that were inherent in the peace of 1945 took
longer to become fully clear. When the Soviet army liberated
Maidanek and Ausghwitz and the other Nazi death camps in Po-
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land. the birth of Israel in 1948 became an inevitability. The
Middle East would never be the same.

More broadly. the end of the war permanently altered the
imperial relations that had governed much of the world for about
four centuries. Churchill. who once said he had not become
Prime Minister to oversee the liquidation of the British Empire.
lived 1o see it liquidated by others. India. Malaya. Kenya and
other imperial outposts demanded and won the right to govern
themselves. France's General De Gaulle, who had simply been
notified of D-day rather than invited to help lead the attack. im-
periously reasserted French claims to rule Lebanon. West Africa
and Indochina. The Dutch vainly tried to ¢ling to Indonesia. But
the days of such European empires were irrevocably ending. A
Third World was struggling to be born.

hese were among the long-range political consequences

of D-day. but all this was largely unknown to the men

who bled on Omaha Beach. D-day was first of all a battle

between two great forces. and the lessons that it teaches.
40 years later. are fundamentally the lessons that all great battles
teach. over and over:

That even the most carefully prepared plans often go wrong.
That lucky breaks are very important. That a small number of
brave and determined men can make an immense difference.
That some men fight with incredible ¢courage under fire, and that
some do not. That men usually fight better in a good cause. but
that some fight just as well in a bad cause. That morale is essential
to victory. and that nothing improves morale so much as superior
firepower. That war is cruel and wasteful but sometimes neces-
sary. That a blundering victory is more to be valued than a heroic
defeat. That might and right sometimes come to the same end.

All these things happened on June 6. 1944. —By Otto Friedrich

On to Paris

]

British infantrymen advance through a shattered Normandy village. Be-
low, U.S. Jeeps and a cow share a deserted street in battered but liberated
§t.-L6. It took scarcely a week after the closing of the Falaise gap for Al-
lied spearheads to reach Paris.






















































































































































