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P-1 National security classified information [(a)(1) of the PRA]. F-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]
P-2 Relating to appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA]. F-2 Release could disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an
agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA].
P-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA]. F-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA].
P-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or F-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or
financial information [(a)(4) of the PRA]. financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA).
P-5 Release would disclose confidential advice between the President and  F-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal
his advisors, or between such advisors [(a)(5) of the PRA]. privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA].
P-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal F-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement
privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA]. purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA].

F-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of
financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIAL

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift.  F-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information
: concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA].



- SEGRRET
WHITE HOUSE ‘SITUATION ROO¥

PAGE 61 OF g4 BETRUT 3543 DTG: 1611592 JUN 85 PSN:@78361
SET215 ANBG4103 TOR: 167/12151

DISTRIBUTION: PUBS SIT /063 %('/; _____ C]/ /‘/(?7//—

FLASH

STUG4ES

DE RUEHBL #3543/61 1671262
Z 1611592 JUN 85 ZFF4

FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT

TO SECSTATE WASHDC FLASH 355§
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S £ kT SECTION 61 OF 02 BEIRUT 63543

TERREP

E.0. 12356: DECL: OADR

TAGS: PTER, ASEC, CASC, EAIR, LE, US

SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR PRESSES BARRI, HAMMADA, GEMAYEL,
- AND SKAFF ON CLOSING BIA

REFS. (A) BEIRUT 3548, (B) LYNE/BARRETT TELCON 16 JUNE,
- (C) BARTHOLOMEW/PELLETREAU TELCON 16 JUNE

I. &~ ENTIRE TEXT.

2. AMBASSADOR 16 JUNE AGAIN TELEPHONED AMAL LEADER
NABIH BARRI AT HI!S OFFICE.

SECRET
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3. AMBASSADOR INFORMED BARRI THAT HE HAD CONFERRED
AT "HIGH LEVELS" IN WASHINGTON AND SAID HE WANTED
TO CONFIRM AND UNDERSCORE TO BARR!I WHAT HE HAD SAID
BEFORE, THAT IS, "WE URGE YOU TO CLOSE THE AIRPORT
AND NOT LET THE PLANE LAND, WHATEVER THE THREATS

OR POSSIBLE RESULTS. "

4.  AMBASSADOR SAID THIS WAS USG POLICY, IT WAS
FIRM. AND IT HAD BEEN DECIDED AT A "HIGH LEVEL."
HE TOLD BARR! THAT THE PLANE WAS DUE HERE IN
APPROX!MATELY ONE HOUR AND A HALF. AMBASSADOR
TOLD BARRI THAT HE UNDERSTOOD THAT LARNACA WAS
READY TO LET THE PLANE LAND THERE. IF IT COULD
LAND HERE. THEREFORE, AMBASSADOR SALD, PLANE
HAD SOME PLACE TO GO BESIDES BEIRUT.

5. AMBASSADOR SUGGESTED TO BARRI THAT HE PASS WORD
TO THE CONTROL TOWER TO CONTACT THE AIRCRAFT AND TO
PASS THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO THE HIJACKERS AND PILOQT:
FIRST, THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF LEBANON, AND ALL LEBANESE,
INCLUDING WALID JUMBLATT AND BARRI, HAD TAKEN FIRM

~ DECISION THAT AIRPORT [S CLOSED AND THAT AIRPLANE

WILL NOT BE PERMITTED TO LAND, SECOND, THAT TOWER
UNDERSTOOD PLANE COULD LAND AT LARNACA AND THAT

PILOT AND HIJACKERS SHOULD CONTACT LARNACA TOWER.
AMBASSADOR UNDERLINED IMPORTANCE OF GETTING TO THE
CONTROL TOWER TO PASS SUCH A MESSAGE TO THE AIRCRAFT.

6. AMBASSADOR REPEATED THAT IF THE AIRPLANE WERE
TO LAND, THERE COULD BE A DISASTER.
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/. BARR! SAID. "I WILL DO MY BEST TO CONTROL THE
SITUATION. "

8. AMBASSADOR ASKED BARRI F HE WAS TAKING CONCRETE
STEPS. BARR! RESPONDED YES, "IF THE AIRPLANE COMES
DOWN, | AM TRYING TO BE SURE | CAN CONTROL THE
SITUATION. "

9. AMBASSADOR REITERATED STRONGLY, "WE DO NOT WANT
THE AIRPLANE TO LAND." BARR! RESPONDED, "YES, YES,
I KNOW. I WILL TRY.™

16. SUBSEQUENTLY, GOL ACTING MINISTER OF INTERIOR
JOSEPH SKAFF TELEPHONED AMBASSADOR TO SAY THAT ETA
OF THE AIRPLANE IS NOW 146¢ LOCAL. AMBASSADOR IN-
FORMED SKAFF OF HIS CONVERSATION WITH BARRI AND

MADE SAME POINTS TO HIM, I.E., THAT WE WANTED THE
AIRPORT CLOSED, THAT AIRPLANE NOT BE PERMITTED T0O
LAND, REGARDLESS OF THREATS OR POSSIBLE CONSEQUENCES,
AND THAT TOWER SHOULD BE INSTRUCTED TO PASS THAT
MESSAGE T0 PLANE. SKAFF SAID HE WOULD RELAY THIS

T0 AIRPORT COMMANDER IN HIS CAPACITY AS MINISTER

OF INTERIOR.

11. 'AMBASSADOR THEN REACHED MARWAN HAMMADA, RIGHT
"HAND MAN OF PSP LEADER AND PUBLIC WORKS MINISTER
WALID JUMBLATT (JUMBLATT UNAVAILABLE IN MUKHTARA)
WHO RETURNED AMBASSADOR'S CALL [MMEDIATELY ON RE-
TURNING FROM MUKHTARA

12. AMBASSADOR TOLD HAMMADA THAT HE HAD SPOKEN
WITH AMAL LEADER BARRI AND INTERIOR MINISTER
SKAFF. HE TOLD H!M THAT AFTER CONSULTATIONS AT

SECRET
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HIGH LEVELS IN WASHINGTON HE HAD CONFIRMED U.S
POSITION THAT GOL SHOULD CLOSE AIRPORT, AND SHOULD
NOT ALLOW PLANE TO LAND. HE SAID THAT HE WANTED
TO TALK TO HAMMADA SINCE JUMBLATT WAS MINISTER

OF PUBLIC WORKS AND THEREFORE HAD AUTHORITY AND
RESPONSIBILITY FOR AIRPORT.

13. HAMMADA RESPONDED THAT HE HAD JUST CONFERRED
WITH BARRI, COMMENTING THAT ALTHOUGH JUMBLATT WAS
MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS THERE WAS ALSO THE "SITUA-
BT

o _SELWET
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AMEMBASSY LONDON IMEDI)3 6123
AMEMBASSY NICOSIA IMMEDIATE 8521

S E—t—FT T SECTION 82 OF 52 BEIRUT 63543

TERREP

E.0. 12356: DECL: OADR
TAGS: PTER, ASEC, CASC, EAIR, LE, US
SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR PRESSES BARRI, HAMMADA., GEMAYEL,

TION ON THE GROUND" TO CONSIDER (MEANING AMAL IN
CONTROL). HAMMADA SAID THAT "WE" (MEANING HIMSELF
“AND BARRI) HAD GIVEN THE ORDER TO CLOSE THE AIRPORT
AND TO BLOCK THE RUNWAYS. HE NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT

HE COULD NOT ELIMINATE THE EVENTUALITY OF THE

PLANE ARRIVING HERE WITH ONLY FIVE MINUTES OF FUEL
AND THUS PUTTING EVERYONE IN A "DRAMATIC SITUATION."
HE SAID HE WAS VERY CONCERNED.
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14, AMBASSADOR RESPONDED THAT WE TOO WERE CONCERNED
ABOUT LIVES. HE SAID WE BELIEVE HAMMADA NEEDED TO
GET IN TOUCH WITH THE CONTROL TOWER AND TO INSTRUCT
'T TO0 TELL THE AIRCRAFT OF THE GOVERNMENT'S DECISION
THAT THE AIRPORT WAS CLOSED AND THAT THE PLANE

COULD NOT LAND, BUT THAT IT COULD LAND AT LARNACA

15. HAMMADA RESPONDED THAT BARRI HAS PUT AN AMAL
NEGOTIATOR IN THE TOWER TO TALK WITH THE HIJACKERS
AND THE PILOT BEFORE THE PLANE GETS HERE. WE BOTH
WANT TO AVOID A CATASTROPHE, HAMMADA SAID. AMBAS-
SADOR SAID [T WAS CRUCIAL TO TELL THE HiJACKERS AND
THE PILOT NOT TO LAND IN BEIRUT, BUT TO GO TO
LARNACA.  HAMMADA SAID HE UNDERSTOOD.

16. AMBASSADOR SUBSEQUENTLY TELEPHONED PRESIDENT
GEMAYEL. HE PROVIDED HIM WITH UPDATE ON THE SITUA-
TION AND REVIEWED WITH HIM HIS CONVERSATIONS WITH
BARRI AND HAMMADA. HE STRESSED THE USG POSITION
THAT THE PLANE SHOULD NOT LAND. HE SAID THE GOL
MUST STOP THE PLANE FROM LANDING, AND REPEATED
POINTS MADE TO HAMMADA AND BARRI. AFTER REVIEWING
CONVERSATIONS WITH HAMMADA AND BARR! IN DETAIL, HE
~SAID THAT ANYTHING PRESIDENT COULD DO TO HELP CLOSE
THE AIRPORT WOULD BE APPRECIATED. HE SAID DO EVERY-
THING YOU CAN;, IF THE PLANE SHOULD LAND, IT COULD BE
DISASTROUS, THE ULTIMATE DISASTER FOR LEBANON.

17. PRESIDENT RESPONDED THAT HE IS FOLLOWING
SITUATION CLOSELY AND WOULD DO ALL HE COULD.
BARTHOLOME W

BT
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NODIS

E.O. 12356: DECL: OADR

TAGS: EAIR, CASC, PREL, SY, US, LE

SUBJECT: TwA HIJACKING: ASAD’' S RESPONSE TO PRESIDENT

REAGON' 5 MESSAGE

1. SEERETF - ENTIRE TEXT.

2. AT 1415L0OCAL (11152Z), JUNE 16, CHARGE WAS SUMMONED

TO PRESIDENCY BY PRESIDENTIAL ADVISOR TILYAS. IN ADDITION
TO PROVIDING FORMAL WRITTEN RESPONSE FROM ASAD TO
PRESIDENT REAGAN' S MESSAGE (TEXT BELOW), ILYAS SAID HE
WAS INSTRUCTED TO SAY PRESIDENT ASAD CONTINUES TO BE

IN TOUCH WITH "THE PARTIES" IN BEIRUT, BARRI IN

PARTICUL AR; ASAD HAD BEGUN HIS CONTACTS IMMEDIATELY

UPON RECEIVING PRESIDENT REAGAN' S FIRST MESSAGE.

(COMMENT: THIS TRACKS WITH THE TIMING OF

BARRI’ S FIRST CALL TO AMBASSADOR BARTHOL OMEW) . CHARGE
ASKED ILYAS TO CONVEY OUR GRATITUDE TO PRESIDENT ASAD

AND NOTED THAT WITH THE PLANE AGAIN AIRBORNE WE WOULD
NEED HIS HELP AS MUCH AS EVER. ILYAS SAID WE COULD

BE SURE ASAD WILL CONTINUE TO TRY

—-— BEGIN TEXT OF PRESIDENCY TRANSLATION: DEAR MR.
PRESIDENT, I ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF YOUR MESSAGE ON THE
HIJACKED AMERICAN AIRCRAFT, AND I WISH TO INFORM YQOU THAT
WE SHARE WITH YOU YOUR CONCERN REGARDING THE HIJACKED
AIRCRAFT AND THE DISTRESS OF ITS PASSENGERS

——-— I ASSURE YOU THAT WE STARTED LAST NIGHT OUR EFFORTS TO
CONTRIBUTE IN SOLVING THIS MATTER, AND TODAY WE SHALL
MAKE FURTHER CONTACTS WITH THE SIDES REFERRED TO IN YOUR
MESSAGE.

-~ IT IS OUR WARMEST HOPE THAT THE PASSENGERS WILL NOT

SUFFER ANY HARM. SINCERELY, HAFEZ AL-ASAD. END TEXT
3. BEIRUT MINIMIZE CONSIDERED. GLASPIE
BT
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TERREP
DEPT FOR OPSCENTER TASK FORCE
E.0. 12356: DECL: OADR

TAGS: PTER, CASC, EAIR, LE, US
SUBJECT: TWA HIJACKING: STATEMENT OF DEMANDS

1. SECREF—ENTIRE TEXT.

2. THERE FOLLOWS FYI AN INFORMAL TRANSLATION OF
TEXT OF STATEMENT WHICH HIJACKERS MADE SHORTLY AFTER
RETURN OF AIRCRAFT TO0 BEIRUT ON JUNE 16
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3. BEGIN TEXT.

WE REMIND AMERICANS AND ISRAEL THAT WE ARE NOT READY
TO RELEASE ANY MORE, AND THERE WILL BE BLOOD TO
WITNESS |F THERE IS ANY DELAY IN RELEASING OUR
BROTHERS KIDNAPPED I[N ISRAEL.

WE ASK THE RED CROSS TO REACT VERY QUICKLY IN ORDER
TO REACH GOOD RESULTS FOR OUR BROTHERS AND THE
KIDNAPPED PEOPLE. WE ARE READY TO MEET AGAIN WITH
THE RED CROSS IF T [S POSSIBLE TO BRING AGREEMENT
FROM THE U.S. AND ISRAEL. AT THE SAME TIME, WE
REMIND YOU THAT WE PERMITTED THE RED CROSS TO ENTER
THE PLANE [N ALGERIA. IT WAS THE FIRST TIME THAT
HIJACKERS HAVE DONE THAT. WE REMIND YOU WE RELEASED
THREE AMERICAN PEOPLE. WE HOPE THE RED CROSS WILL
RELEASE FIFTY OF OURS FROM ISRAELI PRISONS. WE
REMIND THE WORLD THAT |SRAEL WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO DO
ANYTHING IF THE AMERICANS HAD NOT GIVEN THEM MONEY
AND ARMS. WE REMIND THAT WE WOULD NOT HAVE
KIDNAPPED ANY PEOPLE IF ISRAEL HAD NOT INVADED OUR
LAND. AND FINALLY WE ARE NOT HIJACKERS AND

KILLERS. WE ARE THE DEMANDERS OF RIGHTS THAT |SRAEL
AND AMERICA TOOK, AND OUR RIGHTS NOW CAN ONLY BE
TAKEN BACK BY FORCE.

WE PROCLAIM THAT OUR STATEMENT IS FINISHED. THE
NEXT ONE, NUMBER FIVE, WILL BE THE LAST.

END TEXT.

BARTHOLOMEW
BT

BB ENRAL
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N at ' / /




PAGE B2 OF 63 BEIRUT 3544 DTG: 1613421

RETURN OF AIRCRAFI TO0 BEIRUT ON JUNE 1€.

3. BEGIN TEXT.

WE REMIND AMERICANS AND ISRAEL THAT WE ARE NOT READY
TO RELEASE ANY MORE, AND THERE WiLL BE BLOGD TO
WITNESS IF THERE IS ANY DELAY IN RELEASING OUR
BROTHERS KIDNAPPED IN ISRAEL.

WE ASK THE RED CROSS TO REACT VERY QUICKLY [N ORDER
TO REACH GOOD RESULTS FOR OUR BROTHERS AND THE
KIDNAPPED PEOPLE. WE ARE READY TO MEET AGAIN WITH
THE RED CROSS IF IT IS POSSIBLE TO BRING AGREEMENT
FROM THE U.S. AND ISRAEL. AT THE SAME TIME. WE
REMIND YOU THAT WE PERMITTED THE RED CROSS TO ENTER
THE PLANE IN ALGERTA. IT WAS THE FIRST TIME THAT
HIJACKERS HAVE DONE THAT. WE REMIND YOU WE RELEASED
THREE AMERICAN PEQPLE. WE HOPE THE RED CROSS WILL
RELEASE FIFTY OF OURS FROM ISRAELI PRISONS. WE
REMIND THE WORLD THAT ISRAEL WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO DO
ANYTHING [F THE AMERICANS HAD NOT GIVEN THEM MONEY
AND ARMS. WE REMIND THAT WE WOULD NOT HAVE
KIDNAPPED ANY PEOPLE [F ISRAEL HAD NOT INVADED OUR
LAND. AND FINALLY WE ARE NOT HIJACKERS AND

KILLERS. WE ARE THE DEMANDERS OF RIGHTS THAT ISRAEL
AND AMERICA TOOK, AND OUR RIGHTS NOW CAN ONLY BE
TAKEN BACK BY FORCE.

WE PROCLAIM THAT OUR STATEMENT IS FINISHED. THE
NEXT ONE. NUMBER FIVE, WILL BE THE LAST.

END TEXT.

BARTHOLOMEW
BT
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