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(Elliott/North) 
June 18, 1985 
6:00 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NEWS CONFERENCE OPENING STATEMENT 
TUESDAY, JUNE 18, 1985 

Good evening. One hour ago, the body of a young American 

hero, Navy diver Robert Dean Stethem, was returned to his native 

soil in a coffin, after being beaten and shot at pointblank 

range. 

His murder and the fate of the other American hostages still 

being held in Beirut underscore an inescapable fact: the United 

States is tonight a Nation being attacked by international 

terrorists who wantonly kill and who seize our innocent citizens 

as their prisoners. In response to this situation, I am 

directing that the following steps be taken: 

I have directed the Secretary of Transportation, in 

cooperation with the Secretary of State, to explore immediately 

an expansion of our armed sky marshal program aboard 

international flights of U.S. air carriers for better protection 

of passengers. 

I am directing the Secretary of State to issue an 

immediate travel advisory for U.S. citizens travelling through 

the Athens International Airport warning them of dangers. This 

warning shall remain in effect until the Greek government has 

improved the security situation there, and until it has 

demonstrated a willingness to comply with the security provisions 

of the U.S.-Greek Civil Aviation Agreement and the Tokyo, 

Montreal, and Hague Conventions regarding prosecution and 
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punishment of air pirates. I have asked for a full explanation 

of the events surrounding the takeover of the aircraft in Athens. 

I have appealed through the Department of Transportation 

and the Federal Aviation Administration for all U.S. air carriers 

to review the wisdom of continuing any flights into Athens until 

the security situation there improves . 
• 

Further, I have asked Secretaries Shultz and Dole to 

report to me on whether we should terminate the service of 

foreign air carriers whose governments do not honor appropriate 

International Conventions or provide adequate security at their 

airports. 

I am calling upon all Allied and friendly governments to 
. 

redouble their efforts to improve airport security and take other 

measures to prevent the hijacking of aircraft. I will also be 

asking them to take steps to prevent travel to places where 

lawlessness is rampant and innocent passengers are unprotected. 

And I am urging that no American enter any Middle 

Eastern country that does not publicly [ I J disassociate 

itself from this atrocity and call for the immediate, safe 

release of our citizens. 

Let me further make it plain to the assassins in Beirut and 

their accomplices, wherever they may be, that America will never 

make concessions to terrorists. To do so would only invite more 

terrorism. Nor will we ask nor pressure any other government to 

do so. Once we head down that path, there will be no end to 

it -- no end to the suffering of innocent people, no end to the 

bloody ransom all civilized nations must pay. 



Page 3 

This act of terrorism is a stain on Lebanon and particularly 

on those Lebanese in whose name it has been done. Those in 

Lebanon who commit these acts damage their country and their 

cause, and we hold them accountable. 

I call upon those holding our people to release them without 

condition. I call upon the leaders of Lebanon, political and 

religious, to meet their responsibilities and to do all that is 

necessary to end this crime now in the name of the God they 

worship. And I call on other governnments to speak out and use 

their influence as well. 

This attack is an attack on all citizens of the world who 

seek to live free from the fear and scourge of terrorism. 

My thoughts and prayers are, as are those of all Americans, 

with the prisoners now being held in Lebanon and with their 

families. 

Let me conclude by stating the obvious: We are in the midst 

of a dangerous and volatile situation. Before taking your 

questions I must stress that speculation tonight over what steps 

we might or might not take in hypothetical circumstances can only 

lead terrorists to work harder. Consequently, there are many 

questions to which I should not and cannot respond. That said: 

Mike Putzel of the Associated Press has the first question. 
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TRAVEL ADVISORY 

TRAVEL TO GREECE 

AIRPORT SECURITY CONDITIONS - The Department of State advises 

travelers to Greece that several terrorist incidents have taken 

place at Athens International Airport. Until adequate security 

measures are in place, travelers should be advised that an 

above average potential for terrorist activity exists. 

EXPIRATION DATE: INDEFINITE 
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~ - 1• there no a_u.pport group _in the State Departaent to 
~- de inforaation and re■pond to queationa by th• familiea of 

-- _____ _ o■ta9ee7 Why auat we rely on the televi ■ ion? 

~-
- - Sine• the beginning of the current eri ■ ia, a tea■ of officer■ 

froa the Depert■ent• ■ Bureau of Consular Affairs haa been 

• faailiea of the Aaerican• aboard Flight 847 up to date on 

•• ~~_;;-~ -all development■•• they occur. Unfortunately there are 
-~ 

-~ - ti••• when the international new■ aedia ia able to report 
~ 

~ : 

-~ breaking event■ ■or• quickly than the Department ia able to 
- . ' ---~-

confira newa pertaining to the hoatage■ and 

. personally contact every faaily. Th• Oepart■ent wiahea all 

- .· -~ hoatag• fa■ili•• to know that they are tr .. to contact the 
_.;..:___. 

___.. wa-----· - -
-- ~T••lt Pore• on {202) 653-7959 at ::eny hour to diacu■ a any 
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Q~ Why don't we get tough with the hijacker•? 
~ -

A. - The Preeident haa ■ad• clear hi• deter■ination that America 
~ 

:=~will never make conce••iona to terrorist■• However, our 
·--=-· 
,_3~priaary goal i• fir ■ t and foreao■ t to obtain the aafe rel•••• 

.-.==· 
-~ --·::= of th• innocent American victim• of terror in thi• dangerou ■ 
~ 

€ -:-and volatile ■ ituation. Aa we have indicated before, thia 
~ -~-

:~?9overn■ent intend• to reapond forcefully to aituation■ of 
~ 

-~ ■tate- ■pon■ored terrori ■m. However, it ia much more 
·-
~ 

: __ ~ difficult to reapond militarily in aituationa auch aa thia, 
,.:::iiiiiiilii · 

~~~- where it appear• that no atate can be neld accountable for 

'.~~ - the terroriata' action■ and where we auat carefully balance 
;_=--tt== 

-+---:=:- our ~••ire for retaliation with the need to protect the 

·---~ wall-being of our citizen■ • ......,--·--· 

-- What i• the general U .s. policy J_pward terrori ■m? 

-~-our basic policy ia clearz Aa the Preaident ■aid in hi• 

~ pr••• conference laat night, •Aaerica will never make 
- -- •• 

~. _::22-· 
-~= 

~ -

conceaaiona to terrori ■t ■ .... Nor will we aak or preaaure any 

other governaent to do ■o.• 
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---o;;;::i. th• U.S. intereated in saving face or live•? 

Ar* A• th• President eapha■ ized on June 18, our priaary concern 
t · 

-, __ 'i• the aafe return of the hoatagea. It haa been long 

-~ •tending U.S. policy not to give into atteapta by terrori ■t 

~~roup• to obtain the relea■e of their colleague■ by capturing 

.:..._ aore hoata9e■• If we agreed to ■uch deaanda, it would juat 

_ _ • -.: =~ •ncourege terror i at• to take · more Ho1ta9ea whenever aome of 

'.~ heir colleagues vere captured. The effect aight well be an 

.: _ .J,ncr•••• in terrori•• and ho•ta9e-takin9. We 11uat keep the 

long-range picture in aind. 
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URGENT 

BACKUP NOTES fOR LARRY SP(A((S 

fOR BACKGROUNDER ON PR[SI~ENT'S SPEECH. 

Q • WHAT l>O YOU HAVE IN ,MINI> IN EXPANDING TH[ SKY MARSHAL 
PROGRAMt 

A:--W('VE HAI) A PROGRAM SINtE THE LAT( l~bO'S fOR PUTTING 

nA~SHALS ABOARl>"SO"[ fLIGHTS~ TH[ PROGRAn HAS BttN CUT BACK 

-SOMEWHAT IN RECENT YEARS AS TH( Eff(CTIVENESS Of AIRPORT 

SECURITY SC~E[NING IN THE UNITEI> STATES HAS IMPROVEI> AND THE 

NU"B[R Of HIJACKINGS DROPPED Off~ AlTHOUGH MARSHALS ARE STILL 

USED OH SOM£ SELECTED FLIGHTS. 

WE'LL Bl TA(ING A LOO( AT WHERE TH( "ARSHALS MIGHT BE 

NE()[) TH( MOST. THE PROGRAM WILL 8~ INCRtAStl> If NECESSARY. 

~ 

DOES NOT WANT TO SAY EXACTLY HOW rtA~Y THEY NOW HAY[.) 

Qi HOW WILL WE DECID( If THE GREE(S"HAVE InPROVED SECURITY AT 
ATHENS AIRPORT AHi> ARE WILLING TO CO"PLY ~ITH THE VARIOUS 
SECURITY PROVISIONS Of THE AVIATION AGREEMtNTSt 

le WE HlV( $ENT TElMS WITH R[PR[S[KTATIOM FRO~ TH£ fAA, IA1., 

THE AIRLINE PILOTS ASSOCIATION AKD ·THE STATE »EPARTMENT TO 

AiH(NS IN TH[ .PAST TO EXAMINE THE SECUfUTY SITUATION THERE AND 

T~ OfftR TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE IN IMPROVING SECURITY 

P~OCE)U~[S. WE HAVE URGED THE GREE(S TO TIGHTEN THEIR 

STANDARDS. WE HAVE EXPRESSED OUR CONCERNS TO THEM REPEATEDLY ■ 

W[ ARE WILLING TO SEND TEAMS OUT AGAIN TO SEE If THEY HAVE 

ACTUALLY IMPLEMENT(~ IMPROVEMENTS • . . 
I . 



-2.-

--THE, TOS::YO" l"IONTR( AL AN]) HAGUE CONVENTtONS ARE 

INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS A»OPTED OVER THE PAST TWO DECADES 

WHICH DEAL WITH THE·PROSECUTION AH, EXTRADITION Of AIRCRAFT 

KIJACtERS AND SABOTEURS. BASICALlY, STATES WHICH ARE PARTY TO 

THESE. CONV(NTlONS <WHICH INCLUDES TH[ VAST MAJORITY Of THE 

INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY, INCLUDING LEBANON AND GREECE> 

UNl>(RTU:( ( lTHER - TO E-XTRAJ)IT( AIRCRAFT HlJACt:::(RS OR SABOTEURS 

Off TO SUBMIT THEIR CASES TO THEIR OWN AUTHORITIES FOR 

PROSECUTION. 

Q. UNDER WHAT AUTHORITY CAN CAN WE TER"INAT£ TH( tERVICES Of 
fOR(IGN AIRLINES ~~OS[ GOVE~Nn[NTS )0 HOT HONOR INTERNATIONAL 
STAN)AROS 9R ?~OVID[ ADEQUATE SECURITY AT THEIR AlRPORTSf 

A:-- SEVERAL Of OUR BILATERAL AVIATION AGREE"ENTS CONTAIN 

PROVISIONS PER"ITTING US TO SUSPEND THE OPERATING 

RIGHTS Of FOREIGN AIR CARRIERS WHOSE GOVERNMENTS DO 

NOT LIVE UP TO APEQUA?E SECURITY STANDARDS. 

IN ADDITION. IN THE BONN )[CLARATION ON AIRCRAfT 

HIJAC(ING. ISSUED BY TH( L(A~(R~ Of TH( SU"MIT StVtN 

WE WILL JOlNTLY SUSPEND AIR SERVICES TO AND fROM ANY 

~COUNTRY WHOSE GOVERNMENT DOES NOT LIVE UP TO ITS 

INTERNATIONAL OBLIGATIONS EITHER TO EXTRADITE 

HlJA((ERS OR SUBMIT THEIR CASES FOR PROSECUTION. 
. ' 



,. 

Q. WKAT DOY-OU M(AN WHEN THE P~ESIDENT SAYS HE CALLS ON OTHER 
COUNTlt(S TO R(DOU8L( TH(IR (ffORTS.TO _ !"PROV£ •IRPORT 
SECURITY~ WHAT KIND Of STEPS ARE YOU TALKING ABour, 

. A;-.. WHAT TH[ [XP[RTS HAV( IN MIND ARE SUCH STEPS AS 
. . 

InPRO~ING [QUIPn~NT SUCH AS n£TAL DETECTORS, AND 

P[RHAPS [VEN noR[ I"PORTANT, THE TRAINING AND 

DISCIPLINE Of THE SECURITY AGENTS AT THE AIRPORTS. 

ALSO, son[ AIRPORTS nAY NEED ACTUAL PHYSICAL 

InPROV(MENTS IN THE LAYOUT. 

Q. WHAT DO ¥OU n(AN IN SUGGESTING STEPS TO P~EVENT TRAVEL TO 
PLAC[S WHERE "LAWLESSNESS IS RAnPANT.f 

•. TH[ nosT OBVIOUS PLACE IS BEIRUl RIGHT NOW- W[ HOPE THERE 

WILL NOT BE OTHERS IN THE FUTURE. TEHRAN IS ANOTHER COUN1-RY 

WHOSE ACTIONS IN TH[ CIVIL AVIATION FIEL~ HAVE BEEN LAWLESS. IT 

HAS RtfµSED TO APPLY THE HAGUE, "ONTREAL AND TOKYO CONVENTIONS 

ANt lS HARBORING TH£ HIJAC(ERS WHO KILLED 2 u.s. OffIClil! 

DURING TH( HIJACKING Of TH( KUWAITI AIRLINER LAST nECE~BER. 

)RAfTt»: ~/(TP:n(RAfT 

(TASK fORCE (Xi b32bio WANG io57A) 

L/GL[VITT 

f AA: »L( ~CH 

CL(ARt'~: "/CTP: RO-.AS::ELY 



MEMORANDUM 4898 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

INFORMATION 18 June 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. MCFARLANE J 
f·ROM: RODNEY B. MCDANIEL ~ 
SUBJECT: News Media Impact on TWA 847 Hijackers 

At this morning's meeting, the question arose: is the news media 
influencing the activity of the TWA 847 hijackers. The answer is 

YES! How much? Significantly; in some cases, the news media 
is integral to the process. 

The hijackers have reportedly said they want retribution for 
the bombing in Beirut that the Washington Post claimed was a 
CIA-sponsored act. 

The hijackers have repeatedly asked for newspapers, as well 
as asking others what is being said about their act. 

On 18 June the hijackers told the BIA tower to keep them 
informed about press coverage; they also asked the tower to 
relay to the press their threat to crash the plane in Tel 
Aviv if information about the negotiations was not 
forthcoming. 

Press reports that JSOC forces had staged to the Medi­
terranean certainly influenced decision to move hostages. 

Information 
hijackers 
minutes of 
unknown. 

on the President's remarks about punishing the 
was broadcast on Radio Free Lebanon within 70 

his making them; effects on hijackers are 

Barri is 
In this 
drama. 

using the press as his main vehicle for posturing. 
respect, the news media is a central actor in the 

cc: Ollie North 
Howard Teicher 
Walt Raymond 
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DRAFT OPENINC STAT£M.ENT FOR THE PRESIDENT'S PRESS CONFERENCE 

I will open with a ■tatement, but becauae of the sensitive 

nature of our discussions with other governments, I will not take 

&ny que ■ tions. 

Terroriarn is the scourge of all mankind. It does not just 

affect the United State• but all nations and people. Our 

policy of making no deal ■ with terrori ■t• ia the right one. 

W«a will make no concessions to terrorist demands, nor will we 

aak othera to make concessions. Hiatory baa proved that giving 

i.:1 to such demands (inly leadii to further act■ of terrorism. 

We are working to conclude thia terrible event as rapidly 

aia po••ible. Our minds a.nd heart• are with the family of · 

N,avy d~ver Stethem who was murdered
0
.,,.eY these terrorists and 

our other citizens held by the terrorists and with their families. 
,._-_ 

W~t pray for their safety and release .. 



TERROR1ST CAPTURED 
ROME (RP) -- lTALi'S NOST WANTED TERRORIST MRS ARRESTED TODAY, 

,. - • - - r- .-:: .-. '( ii I: j.j F ' C· .... fi ;;, 1"· .-. ~· '"· rr-· l 7 J: k' ft ll J r· C: il t j1 .-. T : Ti T i.i fi ti, ... : i.i I ! C. V(' ·q.p; rliLlCt .. •HJJ.•, Yt1e L; ,l),!1,,Qlj,.,11 ,dil.1..1..., .. » ' \.-1.1!,..,,d, \..,/ ~!! !..V~C!L J.!! . u: ! . .l,. 
i978 nP.DLJCTlDN HND HLJRDER OF FORriER PRfflIER ALDO NDRO fiND SUSPECTED lN 
/Ht 1,~1 KIDNHPP]NG Of u.s, BR1G. GEN. JHftES L. DUZJEM. I 

NS. BRLZERRNl, 36~ A TOP LEADER OF THE RED BRIGADES URBRN 6UERR1LLH 
6RN6, WRS ARRESTED IN OSTlA AT THE HPRRTHENT u~ H ftH~ WITH WHOH SHE HAD 
BEEN LlUlNG, POLlCE SAIB. 

PDL1CE SAID THEY RAlDED THE APARTMENT 
TERRORJST TURNED POL1CE lNFDRKER WHO WAS 
~--:, ~ t·""., .•.• , i 
i...i"< l .:d 1 lilil. 

AFTER RECEIUlNG R TIP FRON R 
1DENT1FlED AS 6lRNLUIGI 

D1UORCED FROff ANTONIO "ARlN]~ ANOTHER RED BRIGADES LEADER, "S. 
BALZERAN1 WRS DESCRlBED UNTlL LAST YEAR RS R 6lRLFRlEND OF HARIO 
HORETTl, A FOUNDER OF THE E½TREHE LEFTlST GANG~ WHO IS SERU1N6 A LlFE 
SENTENCE FDI THE r!OHi fiSSfiSSl NfiT l ON,. 

UNTIL HER BlSAPPERRRNCE lN 1978, NS. BALZERANJ HAD BEEN DIRECTING 
THE RED BRl&BDES DPERfiTJON JN THE H1LRN AREA, POLICE RLLEGED. 

PROSECUTORS HAUE SRlD SHE CONTlNUED TO PLRY R LEAD1N6 ROLE WHILE IN 
H1DJN6, HATCHING TERRORJST PLOTS THAT lNCLUDE»-JHE DEC. 17. 1~81, 
···~u~opru~ ~~ ,n7TCR ~~nM H]C ~pfiOTYrUT JU llt~o.1_1_~·•n'".·, T_,µ1,.c CE.~.•1..c~.'~1..1 Mn~S 
;, l lJ 1t t1, . .L n O t•. .l . !.. j 1.. . • . It. _ . 1 ... tl. . . n 1 11 Cit 1 , n ,, r, " 11 "' l",I 1 ~ • -

RESCUED BY A PuLJCE COHHRNDO ON JAN. 2BJ i982 ltt THE NORTHERN CITY DF 



RED CROSS UNABLE TO ACT ON U:S= HOSTAGE REQUEST 
(EBSz: ADDS FORMAL REQUEST BY U=S=) 
GENEUA, JUNE 19, REUTER - lHE 1NlERNRl10URL RED CROSS CANNOT 

•"•!''T i'UI r, ~cr,11r-r•'T r-RrrM ... ,1:; jllrl) 'TC'T! !'Tr•TC'!' Tl'! (j oor.nor•ll i r-nH"' r-1 H' 
i1i,! '-'i' n r-.1-1.tuc.:,1 ri l..'!'! Im .. :.m !1-i1 -:•1!"!n .. ,:, ii..t H1 i r. .. m .. n """· c._ Hi 

THE TWA HOSTAGE CRJSJS, A SPOKESNRN FOR THE HUNRUJTARIAN 
ORGANIZfiTlON SAID TODAY= 

~•11 JS 101 OUR NANDRTE 10 RCT RS RN lNTERNEDIRRY BETUEEN TWO 
GOUERNNENTS WHO HfiUE PER~ANENl AND DIRECT CONTRCTS, 1

• RED CROSS 
SPOKESNfm ,JEftH-JfiCQUES KURZ TOLit REUTERS. 

THE UHlTED 'STATES FORMffLti' ·ASKED THE RED ~1:i~s·s, TO RPPROffCH 
ISRAEL OIJER lTS HnEHT10NS CONCERt4H'6 lHE RELEASE -OF SONE 70(1 

LE:BRNESE SHJ'ITE NOSLEI'! PR1SOt4ERS H4 RETURH FOR RBOUT 40 
A~ERlC:ftt~ HOSTAGES HELD FY GUERRlLLRS Hi BEIRUT, THE SPOKESNRN 
SttIIl ,. 

SHI~11E GUNNEN SEIZED AN A~ERJCRN AIRLINER LRST FRIDAY AND RRE 
jENAN~lNG THAT ISRAEL RELEASE THE PRISONERS lU EXCHANGE FOR THE 
RE"RIN1NG UsSc HOSTRGES, NOW HIDDEN lN DIFFERENT LOCATIONS IN 
JEIRUL 

REUTER 0753 



TWO SH1e 11ES SOUGHT BY TWA HJJRCKERS SlRND TRJRL IN SPR1N 
't,•-• n•111.,.il ldl'ITj' nrc­
.1, i 'Ju_,_ l n !lf'i 1 __ r ! 

MADRJD, JUNE 19, REUTER - TWO LEBRNESE SHl 1 lTE MOSLEMS, WHOSE 
RFLFASF 1S SOUGHT BY HIJACKERS HOLDlNG RBOUl 40 RMERlCRN 
PASSENGERS FROM R lWR PLANE JN BEIRUT, 
ACCUSED OF ATTEMPTED MURDER: 

THE lRlRL OPENED RNJD TJGHT SECURJTY Rl MRDRJD»S PRLRCE OF 
JUSTICE COURTROONa 

1' i.J C' T1,_ C',..,1-f'.;lT(· lifUQht!\t,..T• 'l"r,~R r,1,.,,r,r• Rr,Mur,T R·1T u11r-1f'lr,•1r, r 1 '1 
.
••.•. •- _ .. i-_ •. i-_ •.•. _11.1-1 1 ••.. _,.. I,. r,· l-1! f.lin ' nr.~"":; 'rt · "'nil ' ·· ·!"' - n'-'Hn u . • !I . !!'•! ,! .. !!-- .\! ... l \ · · -.!.'!!•- . . . . !!!l.1- . !H. ll!.!-:.1 • •• ! . .. . !!!...! 

KHAL IL , RRE ACCUSED OF TRYING 10 MURDER LlBYRN DlPLOMRT NOHRMED 
RHNED JDRlS lN MRDRJD LAST SEPTEMBER: 

TH• ,, ~ P! r:111Hi"T i:, ... r•ijp,c--11 11 l ..,.11 i.f"' tJr1t:r J ti i'!r 1 Er• 
! ! !: .!.•L -'~nil! l..•:, ... n l.. ~.l 1!1 i!l!t'..I\ !hL!\l Jz 

THE PROSECUTJON JS DENRNDJNG 36 YERRS FOR BOTH -- 22 YEARS FOR 
THE MAJN CHARGE OF RTTEMPTED MURDER RND SEUE~"YERRS ERCH FOR 
RNClLLRRY CHARGES OF JLLEGRL POSSESSJON OF ARNS AND MEMBERSHIP 
OF RN ARMED GROUPc 

DEFENSE LAWYERS PLRN TO ARGUE THAT THE TWO WERE NOT TERRORISTS 
BUT MENBERS OF A LEGJTJNRTE RRNED FORCEc 

WITHOUT TOTALLY CLOSlNG THE DOOR TO SOME DEAL, SPRJN HRS 
INTiltPT~, TH 0 T 11 _ .. ____ , __ ,!. .. fl. J, 

DEMANDS FOR THEIR 
IS NOT READY TO GJUE JN 10 THE HIJACKERS » 
RELEASE. JN RDD1TJON, THE HlJRCKERS MRNT THE 

nc''"'Q~C (It. ~,,1·_r<,.i· •.:,·HlE]~iE D,Rl,~ ..• ·r,,,~tnr.~ HE'I! !'t.1..Ltn,)1... • 1 •• J . . l _ • • hi..!\..- . L JN lSRAELc 
KHALIL TOLD THE COURT THAT THE TWO HRD NOT SOUGHT TO Klll THE 

l:M~. 
] t1 Tj.,r- Oj;!M !Pl 1 l ,.. HE tJRi::· H ! .!l:. !1.,!I !1!!'111...l:. .. ..I.•-' 

]N RRRB1C THROUGH R SPRNJSH 1NTERPRETER HE SRJD: 
&&OUR OBJECT]UE WRS NOT THE DlPLONRl BUT THE CRRr 11 

ASKED WHY THEY SOUGHT TO SHOOT RT THE CAR, HE REPLlED: 
11ti AN RTTENPl RGR1NST THE CRR WOULD HRUE BEEN OF GRERT 

r ;1'!"rRc••·-:- II I! 
i !i i C .. !..•:• ! :: 

HE ADDED THAT THE ATTACK WRS NOT JUST RTIRINSl THE LIBYAN 
DIPLOMAT BUT RGRlNSl ALL L]BYRN RUTHORJTJES. 

f;Ci!TfR l!h4(J 
,,l.. l..! , -· . • - -



UP180 
U I 
PN-HIJRCK-INTERVIEW 6-19 

URGENT 
ATTN: EDITORS -- PUBLISHERS 
JOURNALISTS INTERVIEW TWA PILOT 

BEIRUT, LEBANON (UP!) -- THREE VETERAN JOURNALISTS FOR ABC NEWS 
WERE SUNNONED UNEXPECTEDLY TO BEIRUT AIRPORT TODAY, WHERE THEY 
INTERVIEWED THE 8 EXTREMELY TIRED BUT SNILIHG" PILOT OF HiJRCKED TWA 
FLIGHT 847. 

TON GOODMAN, A SPOKESNAN FOR ABC IN NEW YORK, SAID TELEVISION 
CORRESPONDENT CHARLES GLRSS, A FORMER ABC BEIRUT BUREAU CHIEF NOW 
BASED IN LONDON; BEIRUT-BASE& ABC RADIO CORRESPONDENT JULIE FLINT; 
AND DERWIN JOHNSON, RN ABC PRODUCER IN BEIRUT, WERE ALLOWED TO 
Ti1T,..P.'! T'"'IJ ......... p I I ii... "l'IJ.ii.i Ti:"HHl.fl:· ;.!'Lt..,1 ..... t.h nfH . Llil ;Jt.1 .. il ,_,,,.,n,_ .. , 

r-,r'l·jTit;j''f' s"'arn Tili= .,.,,o;::::: IJ:""!'V" Ci·"'r.n•0 "AilTC'"· RP ul: r1uTDl'"UTTj:'Ti:"Ti 'JLll_....,,:tu ._r1..l- n,_ itf,, .. i.. ~!:.Kt nl- .. -.. l1'!1"'1,il .. d.l _ f nil ... ll.1. !:1"¥1 .. , '""""' 

CORRESPONDENT FOR RGENCE FRANCE PRESS, THE FRENCH NEWS AGENCY. 
THE INTERVIEW, WHICH LASTED LESS THAN 10 MINUTES, WAS CONDUCTED 

BENEATH THE NOSE OF THE BOEING 727~ WITH THE PILOT LEANING OUT A 
COCKPIT WINDO!t 

FOLLOiHNG IS ~~RANSCRIPT OF GLASS'S -INTERVIEW WITH TESTRRKE, A 
~ I•"' •"'j'iF'I T jjr=" "DCUT l'HiD ·1i::rEnou TUR Pii n.r !,IUfl Ri::r.ru ... 1 II P.J:'"'Ati f'J:'P'IJ UI' fltl 11 .,., .J...,~ .. "c.,1 !..ill i!ff i., .. , ~rm .N ..... , ;,.,L ,,__.tlll ... T .. ,_!J .. !l """"t, rn1 !J!l 
.,.,,i: ,, .. ,...., jll'""'" ,.u.,.;:nu•"'Ttnuo• ,., I""!'T" !rt. nl~L11t :, lrii. .. ~1111 . ..tnmL t-_ un,::i. 

,.., A•"'f': ll ·"'l'\1"',TO"U T ........ ronur "O "fl'I l!ll'lE AUi' Tn,.,... !.!H""' .... 11!'\0prurn TO IJL.,.,.,. L-1"!!'", n l !¥ , t-:i. ,d"!~C ! lJ.. 1.. L: nn!, ,,it f ..... t!'! ,., 11 ! ,:i !'!i!, . tm:l , . 

.,.l'","'T:'Ql! .... U!iln IJ'"'''l,. !'•l: .. i! T"! n T"AT rui::1•,,1 ... n,.. ..... .,.,.,n:u Ti'I !", .-.a ...... it.-:i!/\'.m·J:. m.1. ~t· 1
7t l!d:11 ,u_ ... ,l'k: :!'Li .,t ~ttN HL,_!1 lr n ,:,nrt 

PLACE, THAT THEY ARE COMFORTABLE AND BEING WELL TAKEN CRRE OF." 
,.., a, .. ~. !I"''"' "!)!' 11nw· i'H.H/ Mi:!"!"l'll'C'l" i:np "nHP t'OUTI \,'")ff 
lJL!1-j•.J• 1111 1,...J l"lil-.t l"lfi, , ... .:i,:im.11....:i , ti, .. 1 .. :.m , flli ... i.. 1: 

.,.J;•"'Tw"''lj;: !ITJT! i ,•·;: ,-0~ W' llJ,.i: ,"lµn 14!' ;:at,1T! !/ iH''l'I l"tj ! ni:: r41.• L .. . ,::Jtl\ .... .:. ....... .iC .. r-,....,_ ::! ~ r,_ !'!ff ... !:I ,fl:i.:.w: !t:til n ..... _., ::! 

FRIENDS BACK 1N MISSOURI TO KNOW THAT THE LORD HRS TRKEN VERY GOOD 
:"lu"'"' 11,. !'I' ,.. ... .-,"I!": ···t'TI n,.. !l"C l"ri;u !I .... Tlljil'lljl"!-f "OMr- 11rrw TPVTLI" TTfi!EC: , .. n~t .Jr u., ,:i!J rn!!. r!:tJ nt nM,.... -n .... 1t _,, :l'!!.!.!LU,, .:i .. ;;t: ,,c1t.f . , .. , .. rm ,,.,,..; 

AND WE ~ILL SEE US THROUGH TO THE END." 
,..,...I l Cl" "'l'f; TI"· C'j TUT' I" p,..,...fll"IT • rlJ_i..,Jj!!H-t,1 ... , , _.1.fl 1 ., , •. tr .. r;. i. 
!l uc; !"',J"' .~ ... Ailn I UI' A ... cu ,...r-ET O"A'' t'!/i'i i4 T!I;: p! nu... !"iUJ:' r,c "'HI" ~ ,_ !'. t ._, ! .. rd ,H! , , l"' i.. i, t" t: . n W .. f , , •. t.l, ! , n.. . :.. rm t. !! fl.. !.', l , c 

HIJACKERS IS LEANING OUT OF THE COCKPIT WINDOW, POINTING R PISTOL RT 
i':" .... i'i' !Jl'" n·-·f.!l ... 'J'ITTr l("l'IU uunr "J:7" "'H"t''j'Ur: nunTH~O !-1" "or.vi:n -- n i.J.n tM.J J..;!: .l.•!..I:, l , ... L .. I!:. :.N!.l!'i !'bf!: !L. ~ .j. ( .:.llUa rml!:: :..a ,:l•J!l.·I\ .. ~ i1 

1"'!!l7!j.,. i:·"'T nr,n ilj ... 1-1 A l""l"tOf T"'Eil Ao··1 1!il" ., .. ,.. Hi:A" Tl' c.,.nur1Jt1r. !",'I" -:!!"! L H , !'L .r.P...! 1 ~ _ L: ,:it,.nr:.. , 1 ., .r:.l-Lr(l! H l ,:i .. .,.::11 -- .1. .:i ._; l rml.: .. !U !"! l 

THE BACK OF THE PLANE CARRYING A SUB"ACH!HE GUN. THE PILOT WAS 
LOOKIHG EXTREMELY TIRED BUT SMILING A LITTLE OUT THE WINDOW.a 

IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE l~TERVIEW, THE HIJACKERS, WITH THEIR GUNS 
BRAWN, ORDERED THE JOURNALISTS TD RETURN TO THE AIRPORT TERNINRL= 

i""T r,r_.1q_nc- 1~··•2'" r,i::n JP_ '-'" ....... /J-...1 .lb. b n .... 
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APM-Hijack-Europe Reax,0526< 
"'European Press Reaction Divided On Hijack Crisis< 
"'With PM-Hijacking, Bjt< . 

LONDON (AP)_ European newspapers are deeply divided over the 
hijack drama in Lebanon_ some sympathizing with the United States, 
others taking a less friendly line and several urging against u.s. 
military retaliation. .. 

Gunmen who boarded a TWA jetliner in Athens, Greece, were 
holding the plane and about 40 American hostages in Beirut today in 
an effort to gain the release of more than 700 Shiite prisoners 
detained in Israel. • 
. The Liberal London newspaper the Guardian wrote in an ·editorial: 
'After the bombing of its Marine headquarters and its Embassy in 

Beirut the United States wisely refrained from lashing out in all 
directionsc as it had threatened to do, in retaliation . 

. ·some similar restraint is needed this time,•i the newspaper 
said. 

London's Conservative tabloid the Daily Express said it agreed 
with former U.S. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger's advice to 
Reagan not to negotiate over the hostages. • 

··sooner or later a stand must be made. And as President Reagan 
once asked, rhetorically, _'If not us who? If not now when?''' 
the newspaper said. • - ----9 

- - • 

. Rome's leftis_t daily La Repubblica said it believed that rage 
and frustration might in the end goad the United States into· 
retaliation. . 

Another Rome ·paper, _the liberal ~l Messaggero, wrote: ··Israel 
would do well to give back immediately those Shiite prisoners that 
the minister (Nabih Berri, Lebanon's Justice Minister and leader of 
the Shiite Amal militia) prizes so much. They are his kind of 
people. He can have them.' ' · 

President Reagan on Tuesday night accuse~ Greece of 
__ un~illingness to comply with international flight security 

agreements. ~-·- . ·- ··~· -· _ 
The leftist Athens daily Ethnos wrote Tuesday: • ·_1t_ ~~ 

ridiculous to blame this hijacking on negligence at Athens airport 
... or to attack the Greek government for hastening to save Greek 
lives. Something eise .. is_ .. responsi.:Ple .... Imperialism should be left 
to reap what it has sown. • ' • • 

Commenting on the release of Greek passengers after Greece 
released···one -of the suspected hijack team who was left in Athens, 
Ethnos wrote: ··Thanks to the Greek government's· coolness, 
decisiveness a~d speed, a bloody, ill-fated end to the hijacking 
was averted for the Greek passengers and those of Greek descent.'' 

The Conservative Athens daily Messimvrini (Midday) wrote: ''The 
happy ending of (the Greek passengers') terrible adventure should 
not for the moment allow small-minded criticism of the methods the 
government was forced to use to purchase their freedom. 

. ··aut the government must· take care of one thing_ the 
continuing lack of security at Athens Airport, which yet again was 

1 



----1 

current listing of: Tl0213:2 06/19/85 02:58 Page: 2 
J2:58 to be undefended against interna~ional terrorists.'' 

The official Soviet ·news agency Tass and state-run Radio Moscow 
charge-cl Tuesday that the U.S. decision to send warships to the 
eastern Mediterranean near the Lebanese coast was not" motivated by 
concern for the hostages' s~fety. 

• __ _____ __ .. __ ~Observers believe that the U.S. might stage military 
i nterference in the area on the pretext of freeing the 
passengers,'' Radio Moscow said. 

Tass said: ··The point at issue is-, .. a joint U.S.-Israeli 
large-scale operation, which is more likely in the nature of an 
impending invasion operation or a cover · for soae hostile actions in 
t hat region.'' 

AP-NY-06-19-85 0256EDT< 
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MEMORANDUM 4928 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

INFORMATION 19 June 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. MCFARLANE J 
FROM: RODNEY B. MCDANIEL a,, 
SUBJECT: Public Opinion on Hijacking 

Ron Hinckley has examined the ABC/WPOST poll and talked to CBS 
pollster Warren Mitofsky about the CBS poll on the current 
hijacking incident (See Tab I). He has also examined previous 
public opinion polls on terrorism dating back to 1977 (See Tab 
II). His conclusions are presented below. 

Surr~ary of Findings 

The public opinion surveys reported today are only the first of 
what will become an avalanche of media polls on the hijacking 
incident in particular, and terrorism in general. 

Initially, Americans will approve of the President's response to 
the hijacking, but they will become more and more critical the 
longer the incident goes unresolved. Carter dropped from 77% 
approval to only 43% approval in the first 4 months of the 
Iranian hostage crisis. 

Americans are tougher on terrorism in the abstract than in the 
concrete circumstances of an actual incident. Hence, they oppose 
dealing with terrorists in general, but are more than willing to 
negotiate with and accede to terrorists during a specific 
incident to protect the hostages. 

retaliation occurs only when 
or when time passes with no 

Serious support for military 
hostages are harmed or killed 
resolution of the situation and 
something." In the latter case, 
occurs despite the knowledge that it 
and would put the hostages in greater 

the pressures build to "do 
approval of military action 
will likely be unsuccessful 
danger. 

The public opinion pattern developing now is similar to that 
found during the Iranian hostage incident. 



People have mixed feelings about the media's role during 
terrorist incidents: 

On one hand, Americans believe that the media should be 
allowed to cover incidents because of the need to keep 
people informed, and their absence would not reduce the 
likelihood of future terrorism. 

On the other hand, Americans believe that media coverage 
encourages other incidents, that the media shouldn't have 
direct contact with terrorists, that airing terrorist 
demands does not help resolve the incident, that coverage 
often promotes the reporters and sympathisizes with the 
terrorists at the expense of the victims, and that reporters 
should work with the authorities on stories that might 
interefer with negotiations. 



ABC/WPOST AND CBS POLLS 

The data reported by ABC/WPOST today: 

Were from the first night (Monday, 17 June) of interviewing 
and a small sample (508). 

These two factors (one night of interviewing and a small 
sample), plus the fact that the incident is ongoing and 
daily events will affect public opinion throughout the 
survey period, make the results reported statistically 
unstable. 

More 
other 
rating 
will be 

information on the questions reported and data on 
questions that were probably asked, such as a 

of how the President is handling the situation, 
reported on in the future. 

Reported the American public's willingness (58%) to 
negotiate with and accede to the terrorist demands to avoid 
injury or murder of the hostages. 

Found a plurality (48%) opposed to asking Israel to release 
its captives, compared to 41% who favored doing this, but a 
majority (60%) who believe Israel should release the Shiites 
without any American request if it would ensure release of 
the TWA hostages. 

Identified other Israel-related attitudes such as 50% 
sentiment that Israel has not done what it should to help 
resolve the hostage situation, and 54% who do not feel the 
U.S. should reduce its ties to Israel to lessen terrorist 
acts in the Middle East. 

Showed 61% disagreeing that there is nothing the U.S. can do 
to prevent such acts of terrorism, but 51% disagreeing that 
the U.S. is largely to blame for this incident because it 
has not dealt firmly enough with terrorists in the past. 

According to Warren Mitofsky, CBS's pollster, their poll (for 
which we do not have the data) -- apparently taken after the 
President's press conference -- reveals the following: 

The President's comments about traveling 1n Greece got 
through to the American public; 

Americans expect the USG to negotiate with the hijackers; 

Israel is not blamed for the incident, and there is no real 
desire to pressure Israel; 

The public does not respond favorably to aggressive/macho 
talk about how to handle the incident; 



Even after the hostages are freed, only one in three (35%) 
favor any type of military retaliation. 

Overall, 
situation: 
to do it. 

the public op1n1on is similar to the Iranian 
get the people out and negotiate if you have to 



HISTORICAL PUBLIC OPINION ON HIJACKING/TERRORISM 

Importance of Terrorism 

Lou Harris has reported: 

90% say terrorism is a serious problem (1977); 

65% say there will be no reduction in terrorist incidents in 
their lifetime (1981), and; 

50% believed human rights should have a higher priority than 
opposing international terrorism (1981). 

Media Involvement 

Gallup reported the following in 1977: 

Two in three Americans (64%) believe news media coverage of 
terrorism encourages others to commit these acts. 

The people are divided as to whether the news media over­
emphasizes reporting terrorism (47%) or such reporting is 
necessary to keep people fully informed (50%). 

The Washigton Post reported these attitudes in 1983: 

People oppose news reporters' communicating with terrorists 
and favor that contact be through government officials who 
are designated to negotiate with the terrorists. 

A majority (54%) feels that allowing terrorists to air their 
demands on television does not help end the terrorist 
situation. 

People are generally critical of news coverage, which is 
seen as promoting the reporters more than helping the 
situation. 

People favor some controls on media coverage. 

People do not believe that the absence of media coverage 
will reduce terrorist incidents. 

News stories often show mote sympathy for terrorists than 
for victims. 

Reporters should check with authorities before broadcasting 
stories that might interfere with negotiations. 



The media should cover terrorists incidents even if that 
would cause other, similar events. 

TV news coverage of terrorist incidents causes other, 
similar events. 

Rating of President's Actions 

In December, 1979, Newsweek reported Carter's approval rating for 
at 77%. 

In February, 1980, Lou Harris reported Carter's handling of the 
hostage situation a sutcess to 44% of the public, a failure to 
36%. 

A month later Harris/ABC reported a 43% positive rating for 
Carter and a 55% negative one. The same survey found only 31% 
who felt Carter's efforts were a success, compared to 47% who 
felt they were a failure. 

Military Force 

In December, 1979 Newsweek reported: 

If hostages were to be released unharmed, only 5% advocated 
using military force as retaliation; 63% favored diplomatic 
and economic punishment. 

If hostages were 
force, but 49% 
punishment. 

to be harmed, 41% favor use of military 
still favor diplomatic and economic 

Two in three (67%) did not feel it possible to rescue 
hostages through military action. 

In January, 1980, Time Magazine reported: 

75% were opposed to the use of military force to retaliate 
if hostages are finally released. 

67% favored the use of military force if the hostages were 
hurt or killed. 

Surveying attitudes in the wake of the failed hostage rescue 
mission in April 1980, CBS/NYTIMES report the following: 

66% felt the mission was a good idea 66%; 

65% felt it should have happened earlier; 

54% said it should have been kept secret from Congress and 
68% favored secrecy from our allies; 



54% acknowledged it put hostages in greater danger, and~ 

54% was done by Carter because it was the best thing to do. 

In January, 1981, Newsweek reported that 

63% believed it likely Reagan will use military force 
against Iran. 

43% favored diplomatic and economic punishment, and 36% 
favored military action if the hostages were put on trial. 

47% did not believe a military rescue possible, 35% did. 

Negotiations 

A Decision/Making/Information poll found 73% agreed that if one 
gave the Iranians what they wanted, any country will grab U.S. 
citizens and trade them for money. 

In January, 1980, Newsweek reported that 60% favor continued 
negotiations with Iran, 14% wanted to stop negotiations until 
after the hostages were released, and 18% favored military 
intervention. 

In 1977 Lou Harris reported that 51% favored refusing to make 
concessions to terrorists even if this meant the hostages ended 
up being killed. 
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June 20, 1985 

HIJACKING 

THE 1 PRESS CONFERENCE STAGED BY THE CAPTORS OF·THE 

AME~ICAN HOSTAGES WAS A CYNICAL EXPLOITATION OF INNOCENt 
I 

I 

VICTIMS OF TERRORISM . THE HOSTAGES CLEARLY WERE SPEAKUIG 

' UNDER DURESS. 
I 

WE FIND THE REPORT THAT AMERICANS OF THE JEWISH FAITH.· ~VE 

BEaN SEPARATED FROM THE OTHER HOSTAGES BECAUSE OF "JEWijpH 
I 
I 

SOUNDING NAMES" OR SUPPOSED "ZIONIST LINKS" REPUGNANT ~D 

RE~REHENSIBLE. MINISTER OF JUSTICE NABIH BERRI HAS ASSUMED 

RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE SAFETY OF THE HOSTAGES. WE TAK~, THIS 

ASSUMPTION OF RESPONSIBILITY SERIOUSLY AND UNDERSCORE 
' I 

OU~ VIEW THAT THIS RESPONSIBILITY EXTENDS TO ALL THE HqSTAGES. 
' 

, 

i 
·' 
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TASK ,ORCt PRESS uUIDM-aCE June 20, 1985 

TWA HIJACKING: 6/20 

There have been no new dev~lopmenta overnight. 37 passengers 

and three cr~w members fro~ TWA fli9ht 847 remain hostages in 

Beirut. LThe 3 crew members remain on board the aircraft dnd 

wer~ int~rv1ew~~ yestt!roay by ~n ABC reporter. They say there 

"' 12re :10 p~ss~ntJt.Hs wl tl1 tht!m on hoard the plane and that they 
. 

er• under he-'lvy 1p1.ud but 0therwise 1n "tolerable" conditions.' 

Nab1 h 8-'!l r r 1 ha::; told us the ,.)t her passengers are safe. They 

are apparently being held in Beirut, probably in two or more 

group■. One group is presumed to conaiat of the passenger• 

taken from the pl~ne during the second atop in Beirut. 

Hr. Barri haa assumed reaponaibility for dealing with the 

hijacker•. He ha• aaaured ua the paaaenger• are safe and 

well. We have tolJ him we consider him responsible for the 

■ af• return of our people and the prompt reaolution of this 

affair. 

Thur• is no cr,ange in the U.S. position: We will not make 

concea ■ 1ona to terrori9ts nor will we pressure other states ti, 

do so. Conc~..111,g in such circumstances ia tantamount to 

bl,tckmai l. It would encour~ge terrorist• elsewhere in the 

world tu think thdt such tactics can succeed. 



-2-

~• th• Prea1dent s~1d the oth@r night, we are not going to be 

~olo to reaponc~ to specific queationg ~bout diplomatic efforts 

we are nak1ng. We will continue to draw on the full range of 

re•ourc•• ~vGilabl~ to us to 0btain the safe release of ill the 

pa•••ng•r• and the crew. 

We have been cooperating closely with a nullber of countries and 

international organi~ationa. 

,., 



F\LGERIA Is ROLE 

Q: There ,He reports t.oday that Alqeria h"lc offered to med1~te 
in Beirut:. I• thl s somethln<J new ,snd what do you think uf the 
Alg•rian offer7 

I 

A, --Al~er1a has been helpful from the begtnning and continu~s 

~o b4t ■o. A• I said, 1 aa not qoing to be abl• to talk 

about apec1fica. 

SIZE OF "JEWISH NA1'1ES GROUP• 

0• Do you now have eonfir~ation aa to how many passengers were 
taken otf the plane during the second st~p in Beirut? Thu on~s 
with th• MJewiah sounding names" and others. • 

A1 We do not nave precise information. ~ccordinq to reports 

it ••Y have been between six ~nd twelve. 

HEZBOLLAH ROLE 

.,, 

Qr Ia H•~bollah holding aome of the hoatagea? 

A1 Th•rd are reports of He%bollah involvaaent. We also have 

indication■ that the paaaengera are not all being held 

together. The cr~w. of course, have now been interviewed oy 

ABC and report there are no paaaengere on the plane. Mr. Barri 

h•• aaid all the passengers are safe . 

Qt Ar• you diaturoed by this -- that the paaaengers are not 
b•in9 held together? 

A1 We are diaturbed by the fact that the paaaengers and crew 

•r• being held against their will; That ia the essential point. 



EARLY SWAP 

a, What can you tell ua about the WP report that there w~s ~n 
~tteapt to arr4oge a swap 1n the first 24 hour~1 A swap of the 
TW~ hoatagee for the deta1n~ee 1n larael? 

-'• U.S . policy na:1 been and rema ins that we will not :nakl! 

conc•••ione to terrorists and we will not a ■ k other governments 

to do au. We nav~ not and w1ll not ~'jree to any such li.nka':Je. 

Our goal haa been tne 1mmed1ate and unconditional release of 

thct host.ages h 1 J<1cked on T~A fl i.ght l:)4 7. 

. 
Os Did the Pre•1dent turn down a reco .. endation from State 
Oepart■ent experts that there be a swap? 

A• --U.S. policy h&a been and re■ain■ that we will not ■ake 

conceaa1ond to terrorists and we ~ill not aak other 

~ governments to do so. We have not and will not agree to 

any auch linkaye. Our yoal has been the immediate and 

unconditional release of the hostages hijacked on TW~ 

flight ~47. 

·~ 
l 
I 



ICRC H.OLE 

Qa Haa th• U.S. 4sked the ICRC to ask rarael to fE'ee the Shi' a 
pr1•onere 1n lsr~el7 

A: w~ havtit not ,\sked the lCRC to negotiate. We are not askin~ 

•nyon• to make concese1ona to terrorists. Israel's policy of 

return1ny the prisoners transferred trom ~abanon is a ~atter of 

record. and in fc1ct, th~ linkage to hostages taken from d 

h1:,ackttd ,urpldne 1s only 1.mpedinq the 1111i-,lt!mentation ')f . tnat 

policy. 

O• Did the lCkC turn down a US request to yo to Isr.isel to 
deter■ in• the ■ tatua of the Anaar pri•onera? 

Ac --As I hav@ sa1a, lam not going to get into the specifics 

-.'of our diplomatic effort ■. 

u.s.G. MOOD 

Oa Ar• you hopeful this morning? 

Aa I can ' t g1v~ you ony reading. 



SYRIA'S ROL! 

o a Did th• tJS Government send a second cable to Asaad asking 

for hll n~lp"! 

Ai --1 am not ·Jo1ng to comment on reported 'liploma-=.ic 

exchange•. 

o, How do you interpret Assad's presence in Moscow? 

A1 --we have no reason to believe there is anything to this 

v1a1t other than routine consultations. Syria and the 

Soviet Un1on have clo■e political and military ties and, to 

~our knowled~~. Assad has not previously met with Gorbachev 

■ ince the l4tter a ■ auaed the party chairmanship. 



RAOIN'S COHME~TS ~ HIJACKING 

o, Ant reaction to Rabin's comments yesterday on the hijacking? 

A a ,.o. 

ABC FILM 

Oz Whet d1d you learn from the ABC fil• of the crew and can 
you 1ddnt1ty any ot tn~ hlJackers? 

A, --Th• til• confirmed that the crew is still on the plane, 

and t>e11rinq up well under ~xtremely difficult 

c1rcua■ tance11. Beyond that, I have nothin9 for you. 

TRIPOLl BOMBING 

Qt Any com■en~ on the bombing in Tripoli ye■ terday? 

Aa --A• W¥ have r~peatedly said, we deplore the cont1nuing 

·-
violence in Lebanon. 

REGlOWA1 CONDEH!JATIOl~ OF UIJACKING 

Qa What countries 1n th~ region have condemned the hijacking? 

A1 --A nuaber ot ~ountr1es in the region have made, in one way 

or another, statements on thia subject. Here in Washington 

th~ Government of Tunisia made a statement. I~aq has 

iaaued a condemnation, aa has Egypt through its press. 

King Hua•e1n sent~ lettdr to President Reagan which 

•trongly condemns the h1Jacking, calling it a "daatardly 

cri ■e." Othdr ~overnmenta as well have in various ways 

been 1ndicatiny to ua their oppo■ ition to the hijacking. 

~ 

t. 



Os 

As 

lSkA~LI POLl-.:Y '. )t~ A.NSAR PltlSONERS 

What 1 ■ I•rael' s tX>lLcy on the Ansar prisoners? 

--Israel has 9tdted that 1ta policy ia to release the 

priaoner• who were transferred from Ansar to Iarael aa the 

aecurity situation permits. In effect, the hijacking of 

th• TWA ~ircraft is impeding implementation of a process 

wh1ct, waa dlready unJerway. 

--Th• ho■ tagea should b~ releaaed. That haa nothing to do 

~ith the Ansar prisoners. We have not and will not agree 

to any such linkage. Our yoal h4a been the immediate and 

unconditional release of the hoatage• hijacked on TWA 

flight 847. -
TFaRBH•ll 
6/20/85 x66l0 
wang 1104A 
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