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(Elliott/North)
June 18, 1985
6:00 p.m.

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: NEWS CONFERENCE OPENING STATEMENT
TUESDAY, JUNE 18, 1985

Good evening. One hour ago, the body of a young American
hero, Navy diver Robert Dean Stethem, was returned to his native
soil in a coffin, after being beaten and shot at pointblank
range.

His murder and the fate of the other American hostages still
being held in Beirut underscore an inescapable fact: the United
States is tonight a Nation being attacked by international
terrorists who wantonly kill and who seize our innocent citizens
as their prisoners. 1In response to this situation, I am
directing that the following steps be taken:

-~ I have directed the Secretary of Transportation, in
cooperation with the Secretary of State, to explore immediately
an expansion of our armed sky marshal program aboard
international flights of U.S. air carriers for better protection
of passengers.

~— I am directing the Secretary of Staté to issue an
immediate travel advisory for U.S. citizens travelling through
the Athens International Airport warning them of dangers. This
warning shall remain in effect until the Greek government has
improved the security situation there, and until it has
demonstrated a willingness to comply with the security provisions
of the U.S.-Greek Civil Aviation Agreement and the Tokyo,

Montreal, and Hague Conventions regarding prosecution and
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punishment of air pirates. I have asked for a full explanation
of the events surrounding the takeover of the aircraft in Athens.

-- I have appealed through the Department of Transportation
and the Federal Aviation Administration for all U.S. air carriers
to review the wisdom of continuing any flights into Athens until
the security situat}on there improves.

-- Further, I have asked Secretaries Shultz and Dole to
report to me on whether we should terminate the service of
foreign air carriers whose governments do not honor appropriate
International Conventions or provide adequate security at their
airports.

-— I am calling upon all Allied and friendly governments to
redouble their efforts to improve airport security and take other
measures to prevent the hijacking of aircraft. I will also be
asking them to take steps to prevent travel to places where
lawlessness is rampant and innocent passengers are unprotected.

-- And I am urging that no American enter any Middle
Eastern country that does not publicly Mdisassociate
itself from this atrocity and call for the immediate, safe
release of our citizens.

Let me further make it plain to the assassins in Beirut and
their accomplices, wherever they may be, that America will never
make concessions ﬁo terrorists. To do so would only invite more
terrorism. Nor will we ask nor pressure any other government to
do so. Once we head down that path, there will be no end to

it -- no end to the suffering of innocent people, no end to the

bloody ransom all civilized nations must pay.
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This act of terrorism is a stain on Lebanon and particularly
on those Lebanese in whose name it has been done. Those in
Lebanon who commit these acts damage their country and their
cause, and we hold them accountable.

I call upon those holding our people to release them without
condition. I call upon the leaders of Lebanon, political and
religious, to meet their responsibilities and to do all that is
necessary to end this crime now in the name of the God they
worship. And I call on other governnments to speak out and use
their influence as well.

This attack is an attack on all citizens of the world who
seek to live free from the fear and scourge of terrorism,

My thoughts and prayers are, as are those of all Americans,
with the prisoners now being held in Lebanon and with their
families.

Let me conclude by stating the obvious: We are in the midst
of a dangerous and volatile situation. Before taking your
questions I must stress that speculation tonight over what steps
we might or-might not take in hypothetical circumstances can only
lead terrorists to work harder. Consequently, there are many
questions to which I should not and cannot respond. That said:

Mike Putzel of the Associated Press has the first question.
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TRAVEL ADVISORY

TRAVEL TO GREECE

AIRPORT SECURITY CONDITIONS - The Department of State advises

travelers to Greece that several terrorist incidents have taken
place at Athens International Airport. Until adequate security
measures are in place, travelers should be advised that an

above average potential for terrorist activity exists.

EXPIRATION DATE: INDEFINITE
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BACKGROUND MATERIAL POR WHITE HOUSE USE
_gggs RESPONDING TO INDIANA INQUIRIES ON THE TWA HOSTAGE SITUATION

»_m—

_Mggﬁg;*_!—i. there RO BuUpPpPOrt group in the State Department to

de information and respond to questions by the families of
?ﬁ%ﬁihootagos? Why must we rely on the television?

_gggé?

JNEO——

ince the bogxnning of the current crisis, a team of officers
fm“mﬁfro- the Department ‘s Bureau of Consular Affairs has been

RS —
m——

== working around the clock with our ‘Hijack Tasx Force to keep
—EE——— J—

e

e families of the Americans aboard Flight 847 up to date on

T

23
=

~j;* all developments as they occur. Unfortunately there are

i

.m@@s~br.lkinq events mOre quickly than the Departpent is able to

;§§=ﬁhircctly confire news pertaining to the hostage: and

.ﬂq!_“pCZlonnlly contact every family.

HW;{

The Department wishes all

= hostage families to know that they are free to contact the

—Task Force on*(202)'653-7959 at eny hour to discuss any

report which they receive through the media or any other

————

3= source.




d?%%ﬂﬁy don't we get tough with the hijackers?

—_—r

»_&;ﬁﬁfho President has made clear his determination that America

e
S

“w=will never make concessions tc terrorists. However, our
—
quirinary goal is first and foremost to obtain the safe release

S———

s

=== ot the innocent American victims of terror in this dangerous

e

7§§?and volatile situation. As we have indicated before, this

=
e at

== governsent intends to respond forcefully to situations of

g
=="gtate-sponsored terrorism, However, it is much more

e

";éj difficult to respond militarily in situations such as this,

‘=== yhere it appears that no state can be held accountable for

our desire for retaliation with the need to protect the

wall-being of our citiienl.

e

3= What is the general U.S. policy toward terrorism?

1155:9-0ur basic policy is clear: As the President said in his

=
sm—

= press conference last night, “America will never make
e

==
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G£Z:Ii”€hc u.Ss. inte;iitad in saving face or livo.?‘

————

Aé%%il the President enphasized on June 18, our primary concern

'éz:ls the safe return of the hostages. It has been long

pToemr
R —

"~ standing U.5. policy not to give intoc attempts by terrorist

——groups to obtain the release of their colleagues by capturing
;;,-ozc hostages. If we agreed to such demands, it would just
__ +- @ancourage terrorists to take more hostages whenever some of

3§§;hoit colleagues were captured. The effect might well be an

_increase in terrorism and hostage-taking. We must keep the

— Iomg-}anq. picture in mind.
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6/18/85; €32-6610
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NEA/Pi1KFiedler




URGENT

BACKUP NOTES FOR LARRY SPEAKES
FOR BACKGROUNDER ON PRESIDENT'S SPEECH.

@. WHAT DO YOU HAVE IN NIND IN EXPANDING THE SKY MARSHAL
PROGRARNY ) )

A:--WE'VE HAD A PROGRAM SINCE THE LATE 1960°S FOR PUTTING
MARSHALS ABOARD SOME FLIGHTS. THE PROGRAM HAS BEEN CUT BACK
_SONEWHAT IN RECENT YEARS AS THE EFFECTIVENESS OF AIRPORT
SECURITY SCREENING IN THE UNITED STATES HAS IMPROVED AND THE
NUMBER OF HIJACKINGS DROPPED OFF. ALTHOUGH MARSHALS ARE STILL
USED ON SOME SELECTED FLIGHTS. '

VE'LL BE TAKING A LOOK AT WHERE THE MARSHALS MIGHT BE

NEEDED THE fOST. THE PROGRAM WILL BE INCREASED IF NECESSARY.

~
18

(IT HAD REACHED & PEAK OF 2,800 OR 3000 MARASHALLS. THE FAA
DOES NOT WANT TO SAY EXACTLY HOW MANY THEY NOW HAVE.)

@+ HOW WILL WE DECIDE IF THE GREEKS HAVE IMPROVED SECURITY AT
ATHENS AIRPORT AND ARE WILLING TO COMPLY MITH THE VARIOUS
SECURITY PROVISIONS OF THE AVIATION AGREEMENTS?

A. VE HAVE SENT TEARS WITH REPRESENTATION FRON THE FAk. IATA.
THE AIRLINE PILOTS ASSOCIATION AND ‘THE STATE DEPARTHENT To
ATHENS IN THE PAST TO EXAMINE THE SECURITY SITUATION THERE AND
T0 OFFER TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE IN INPROVING SECURITY
PROCEDURES. WE WAVE URGED THE GREEKS TO TIGHTEN THEIR
STANDARDS. WE HAVE EXPRESSED OUR CONCERNS TO THEM REPEATEDLY.
WE ARE WILLING TO SEND TEAMS OUT AGAIN TO SEE IF THEY HAVE

ACTUALLY IRPLENMENTED INMNPROVEMENTS.

t



- -

=-THE, TOKYO, MONTREAL AND HAGUE CONVENTIONS ARE
INTERRATIONAL AGREEMENTS ADOPTED OVER THE PAST Tw0 DECADES
WHICH DEAL WITH THE:-PROSECUTION AND EXTRADITION OF AIRCRAFT
HIJACKERS AND SABOTEURS. BASICALLY. STATES WHICH ARE PARTY TO
THESE, CONVENTIONS (WHICH INCLUDE& THE VAST MAJORITY OF THE
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY. INCLUDING LEBANGN AND GREECE)
UNDERTAKE C1THER YO EXTRADITE AIRCRAFT WIJACKERS OR SABOTEURS

OR TO SUBNMIT THEIR CASES TO THEIR OWN AUTHORITIES FOR
PROSECUTION.

d. UNDER WHAT AUTHORLITY CAN CAN WE TERMINATE THE SERVICES OF
FOREIGN AIRLINES WHOSE GOVERNMENTS DO NOT HOMOR INTERNATIONAL
STANDARDS OR PROVIDE ADEQUATE SECURITY AT THEIR AIRPORTS?
A= SEVERAL OF OUR BILATERAL AVIATION AGREEMENTS CONTAIN
PROVISIONS PERMITTING ﬂg T0 SUSPEND THE OPERATING
RIGHTS OF FOREIGN AIR CARRIERS WHOSE GOVERNMENTS DO
NOT LIVE UP TO ADEQUATE SECURITY STANDARDS.
IN ADDITION. IN THE BONN DECLARATION ON AIRCRAFT
HIJACKING+ ISSUED BY THE LEADERS OF THE SUMRIT SEVEN
COUNTRIES (THE U.S+ THE U.K.s FRANCE+ THE F.R.G..
JAPANs ITALY AND CANADA) IN 3978+ WE HAVE AGREED THAT
WE WILL JOINTLY SUSPEND AIR SERVICES TO AND FROM ANY
~COUNTRY WHOSE GOVERNMENT BOES NOT LIVE UP .. ITS
INTERNATIONAL OBLIGATIONS EITHER TQ EXTRADITE

HIJACKERS OR SUBMIT THEIR CASES FOR PROSECUTION.



@. WHAT DO YOU MEAN WHEN THE PRESIDENT SAYS HE CALLS ON OTHER
COUNTRIES YO REDOUBLE THEIR EFFQRYS TO INMPROVE AIRPORT
SECURITY,. WHAT KIND OF STEPS ARE YOQU TALKING ABOUTY?

- At==  WHAT THE EXPERTS HAVE IN MIND ARE SUCH STEPS AS
IMPROVING EQUIPMENT SUCH AS METAL DETECTORS. AND
PERHAPS EVEN MORE IMPORTANT. THE TRAINING AND
DISCIPLINE OF THE SECURITY AGENTS AT THE AIRPORTS.

* ALSO. SOME AIRPORTS MAY NEED ACTUAL PHYSICAL
INPROVERENTS IN THE LAYOUT.

€. WHAT DO YOU MEAN IN SUGGESTING ISTEPS TO PREVENT TRAVEL TO
PLACES WHERE "LAWLESSNESS IS RAMPANT.?

A. THE MOST 0BVIOUS PLACE IS BEIRUT RIGHT NOW. WE HOPE THERE
WILL NOT aclorncas>ru THE FUTURE. TEHRAN IS ANOTHER COUNTRY
WHOSE ACTIONS IN THE CIVIL AVIATION FIELD HAVE BEEN LABLESS. IT
HAS REFUSED TO APPLY THE HAGUE~ MONTREAL AND TOKYO CONVENTIONS
AND IS WARBORING THE HIJACKERS WHO KILLED 2 U.S. OFFICIALS

DURI&G THE HIJACKING OF THE KUWAITI AIRLINER LAST DECEMBER.

PRAFTED: M/CTP:MKRAFT
(TASK FORCE EXT 632b10 VANG 10574)
L/GLEVITT
FAA; DLEACH

CLEARED: M/CTP: ROAKELY



MEMORANDUM 4898

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

INFORMATION 18 June 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. MCFARLANE

FROM: RODNEY B. MCDANIEL (C'VQ

SUBJECT: News Media Impact on TWA 847 Hijackers

At this morning's meeting, the question arose: is the news media
influencing the activity of the TWA 847 hijackers. The answer is
—- YES! How much? Significantly; in some cases, the news media
is integral to the process.

ccC:

The hijackers have reportedly said they want retribution for
the bombing in Beirut that the Washington Post claimed was a
CiA-sponsored act.

The hijackers have repeatedly asked for newspapers, as well
as asking others what is being said about their act.

On 18 June the hijackers told the BIA tower to keep them
informed about press coverage; they also asked the tower to
relay to the press their threat to crash the plane in Tel
Aviv if information about the negotiations was not
forthcoming.

Press reports that JSOC forces had staged to the Medi-
terranean certainly influenced decision to move hostages.

Information on the President's remarks about punishing the
hijackers was broadcast on Radio Free Lebanon within 70
minutes of his making them; effects on hijackers are
unknown.

Barri 1is using‘the press as his main vehicle for posturing.
In this respect, the news media is a central actor in the
drama.

LivJwWa i\ J.‘:J-\rllcr

Walt Raymond
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DRAFT OPENING STATEMENT FOR THE PRESIDENT'S PRESS CONFERENCE

I will open with a statement, but because of the sensitive

nature of our discussions with other governments, I will not take

any questions,

Terrorism is the scourge of all mankind. It does not just

affect the United States but all nations and people. Our

policy of making no deals with tarroriltlbil the right one.
Wo will make no concessions to terrorist demands, nor will we
agsk others to make concessions. History has proved that giving
in to such demands only leads to further acts of terrorism.

We are working to conclude this terrible event as rapidly

as possible. Our minds and hearts are with the family of
Navy diver Stethem who was murdered by these terrorists and
our other citizens held by the terrorisgs and with their families.

We pray for their safety and release.
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THE SHITITES SOUGHT BY TUR HIJRCKERS STANE TRIAL 1IN SPRIN

¥ OJURITH BRTLOFE

HABRIT. JURE 1% REUTER - TUD LERANERE SHITITE ROSLENS: UHOSE
RELEARE 15 SOUGHT 2Y HIJACKERS HOLIIKG RROUT 40 HNERICRR
PREGENGERS FRON A TER PLANE I BEIRUT. HEWT OF TRIAL Tobay
RCCUSER OF RTTERPTED BURBER.

THE TRIAL OPEHED AWID TIGHT SECHRITY AT BADRIDTS PRLACE OF
FUSTICE COURTROOH,

THE BEFENDANTSs ROHANMBER KHAIR ABRAT RANNAL AHD RUGTAPHR ALY
KHRLILs RRE RCCHRED OF TRYING 70 WURDER LIRYAN TIPLORAT NOHARER
ARBED 1BRIS IR BMRIRID LASY SEPTEMEBER.

THE BIPLORRY ERCRPED HITH RIROR THJURIES

THE PROSECHTION 15 LENRNDING 36 YERRY FOR ROTH -- 22 Y
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BEFENSE LAMYERS PLAN 70 ARGUE THAT THE THO UERE ROT TERRORISTS
BT BERBERS OF # LEGITINRTE RRNED FORCE.

AITHOUT TOTALLY CLOSIRG THE BOOR 70 SORE BERL. SPRIN HAS
IKBICRTER THAT 17 15 HOT RERDY 70 GIUE IR TO THE HIJROKERST
BEMARHDR FOR THEIR RELERSE. IN RIDITIGN. THE HIJACKERS HANT THE
RELEASE OF 704 SHITITE PRIGONERS HELD IN ISRREL.

KHALIL TOLT THE COURT THRT THE THO HAT HOT SOUGHT 70 KILL THE
LIEYRN WHO WAS SHOT SEVERAL TIRMES 1IN THE ARM UHILE HE UAS
SRIVIRG HID ERY,

SPERKIRG 1N GRARIC THROUGH 8 CPANISR INTERPRETER BE SRIN

"POUR GRIECTIVE MRS ROT THE DIPLOBART RUT THD CRR.FP

RSKER WHY THEY SOUGHT T0 SROAT A7 THE AR« HE REPLIEN

TRAR RTTEAPT RGAINGT THE CAR WOULE HAUL REER OF GRERY
PHTERESRT.®F

HE AUEED THRT THE RTTACK HRS BOT JUST RGRINRT THE LIXYRH
FIPLONAT BUT AGRIRGT ALL LIRYAR RUTHORITIES.

REUTER fn4d
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PH-HIJACK-INTERVIEW £-19
URGENT
ATTN: EDITORS -- PUBLISHERS

JOURNALISTS INTERVIEW THA PILOY

RBEIRUT, LEBANON (HPI) -- THREE UETERAK TBUPHHLISTQ FOR RABLC NEWG
HERE SUMMONED UNEXPECTEDLY TO BEIRUT AIRPORT TODAY: WHERE THEY
INTERUIEMED THE "EXTREMELY TIRED BUT SHILING® PILOT OF HIJACKED THA
FLIGHT 247,

TOH GOODHANs R SPOKESHAN FOR ABL IN HEW YORK, SAID TELEUISION
EORRESPONDENT CHARLES GLASS, A FORHER ARC BEIRUT BURERL CHIEF NOW
BRIED IN LONDOH: BEIRUT-BASED ARC RRDID CORRESPONDENT JULIE FLINT:
BND DERHIN JOHNSON. RN RRC PRODUCER IH BEIRUT, WERE RLLOMED TO
INTERUTEW THAR PILOT JOHW TESTRAKE,

GO0DRAN SAID THE THREE HERE RCCOMPRMIED BY BN UNIDENTIFIED
CORRESPONDENT FOR AGENCE FRANCE PRERS, THE FREHCH NEHS RGENLY,

THE INTERUIEHW, HHICH LASTED LESS THRNW 10 HINUTES. HAS CONDUCTED
BENEATH THE HOSE OF THE ROEING 727. WITH THE PILOT LEANING OUT A
COCKPIT HINDOH,

FOLLOYING IS ASTRANSCRIPT OF GLASS?S INTERVIEM HITH TESTRAKE. A
RISSNURT RESIDENT AMD UETERAY THR PILOT WHO RECENTLY BEGAH SERUING I
THE AIRLINE®S IHTERNATIONAL FLIGHTE,

GLASS: "CAFTAIN TESTRRKE. BO YOU HAUE AHY IDER WHAT?S HAPPEMED 10
THE PASSENGERS 08 THE RIRCRAFTYT

TESTRRKE: "HO, HE'UE EEEN TOLD THAT THEY'UE BEEN TRKEN T A SAFE
PLACE, THAT THEY ARE COMFORTABLE AKD BLCING RELL TRKEN CARE OF.°

GLASS: "BO YDU HAUE ARY HESSAGES FOR YDUR FRRILYYY

TESTRAKE: 717D LIKE FQR HY WIFE AND WY FRMILY AND ALL OF BY
FRIENDS BRCK IH MISGBURI T ?ﬁﬂk THAT THE LORD HAS TRKEN VERY GO0D
CRRE OF S 50 FAR AND HE HAS SEEN U5 THROUGH SOME UERY TRYING TIHES
ANR BE HILL SEE UG THRDUGH 7O THE EHD.C

FOLLOBING IS FLINT?G REPORT:

"HETRE STAKDING 8 FEW FEET RMRY FROM THE PLAKE, ORE OF THE
HIJACKERS IS LERRING OUT OF THE COCKPIT RINDOH: POINTING R PISTOL AT
U3, AHD HE BOWCT QUITE KHOW WHAT HE?S SAYING. ANOTHER HIJACKER -- 8
GHORT, FAT BOY HITH R &L

A

L]
ARF TIED REDUND HIS HERD -- IS STAHDING AT
RRYING R SUBMACHINE GUN. THE PILOT HRS
LOOKIRG EXTREHELY TIRED RUT SRILING A LITTLE DUT THE HINDODH.F
IHHEDIATELY AFTER THE INTERUIEN, THE WIJACKERS WITH THEIR GUNS

- - W

BRANN, DORDERED THE JOURNRLISTS TO RETURY 70 THE RIRPORT TERHIHAL,

WPT 06-13-85 95526 AED

THE BACK OF THE PLANE [
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LONDON (AP) _ European newspapers are deeply divided over the
hijack drama in Lebanon some sympathizing with the United States,
others taking a less friendly line and several urging against U.S.
military retaliation.

Gunmen who boarded a TWA 3et11ner in Athens Greece, wvere
holding the plane and about 40 American hostages in Beirut today in
an effort to gain the release of more than 700 Shiite prisoners
detained in Israel.

. The Liberal London newspaper the Guardian wrote in an editorial:
"After the bombing of its Marine headquarters and its Embassy in
Beirut the United States wisely refrained from lashing out in all
dlrectxons 3s it had threatened to do, in retaliation.
"Some similar restraint is needed this time,'' the newspaper
said.

London's Conservative tabloid the Daily Express said it agreed
with former U.S. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger’ s advice to
Reagan not to negotiate over the hostages.

“Sooner or later a stand must be made. And as President Reagan
once asked, rhetorically, If not us _ who? If not nowv _ when?''’
the newspaper saig.

Rome's leftist daily La Repubblica said it belxeved that rage
and frustration might in the end goad the United States into’
retaliation.

Another Rome paper, the liberal I; Messaggero, wrote: “Israel

- would do well to give back immediately those Shiite prisoners that
the minister (Nabih Berri, Lebanon's Justice Minister and leader of
the Shiite Amal militia) prizes so much. They are his kind of
people. He can have them.'' -

President Reagan on Tuesday night accused Greece of

*eunii;liggggss to comply with international flight security
agreements., .

The leftist Athens daxly Ethnos wrote Tuesday: It is
ridiculous to blame this hijacking on negligence at Athens airport
... Or to attack the Greek government for hastening to save Greek
lives. Something else is responsxble.... Imperialism should be left
to reap what it has sown. '

. Commenting on the release of Greek passengers after Greece
released-one of the suspected hijack team who was left in Athens,
Ethnos wrote: = Thanks to the Greek government's coolness,
decisiveness and speed, a bloody, ill-fated end to the hijacking
was averted for the Greek passengers and those of Greek descent,''

The Conservative Athens dally Messimvrini {(Midday) wrote: ~The
happy ending of (the Greek passengers') terrible adventure should
not for the moment allow small-minded criticism of the methods the
government was forced to use to purchase their freedom.

"“But the government must- take care of one thing _ the
contxnuxng lack of security at Athens Airport, which yet again was



Current listing of: T10213:2 06/19/85 02:58 Page:

32:58 to be undefended against international terrorists.'’

The official Soviet news agency Tass and state-run Radio Moscow
charged Tuesday that the U.S. decision to send wvarships to the
eastern Mediterranean near the Lebanese cocast was not motivated by
concern for the hostages' safety.

‘Observers believe that the U.S. m;ght stage military

1nterfer@nce in the area on the pretext of freeing the
‘passengers,'' Radio Moscow said.

Tass said: The point at issue is.,.. & joint U.S.-Israeli
large-scale operatzon. which is more likely in the pature of an
1mpend1ng xnvasxon operation or a cover for some hostxle actions in
that region,'

AP-NY-06-19-85 0256EDT<



MEMORANDUM 4928
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
INFORMATION 19 June 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. MCFARLANE r{Q

FROM: RODNEY B. MCDANIEL {

SUBJECT: Public Opinion on Hijacking

Ron Hinckley has examined the ABC/WPOST poll and talked to CBS
pollster Warren Mitofsky about the CBS poll on the current
hijacking 1incident (See Tab I). He has also examined previous
public opinion polls on terrorism dating back to 1977 (See Tab

II1). His conclusions are presented below.

Summary of Findings

The public opinion surveys reported today are only the first of
what will become an avalanche of media polls on the hijacking
incident in particular, and terrorism in general.

Initially, Americans will approve of the President's response to
the hijacking, but they will become more and more critical the
longer the incident goes wunresolved. Carter dropped from 77%
approval to only 43% approval 1in the first 4 months of the
Iranian hostage crisis.

Americans are tougher on terrorism in the abstract than in the
concrete circumstances of an actual incident. Hence, they oppose
dealing with terrorists in general, but are more than willing to
negotiate with and accede to terrorists during a specific
incident to protect the hostages.

Serious support for military retaliation occurs only when
hostages are harmed or killed or when time passes with no
resolution of the situation and the pressures build to "do
something." In the latter case, approval of military action
occurs despite the knowledge that 1t will likely be unsuccessful
and would put the hostages in greater danger.

The public opinion pattern developing now is similar to that
found during the Iranian hostage incident.



People have mixed feelings about the media's role during
terrorist incidents:

. On one hand, Americans believe that the media should be
allowed to cover incidents because of the need to keep
people informed, and their absence would not reduce the
likelihood of future terrorism,

. On the other hand, Americans believe that media coverage
encourages other 1incidents, that the media shouldn't have
direct contact with terrorists, that airing terrorist
demands does not help resolve the incident, that coverage
often promotes the reporters and sympathisizes with the
terrorists at the expense of the victims, and that reporters
should work with the authorities on stories that might
interefer with negotiations.



ABC/WPOST AND CBS POLLS
The data reported by ABC/WPOST today:

. Were from the first night (Monday, 17 June) of interviewing
and a small sample (508).

. These two factors (one night of interviewing and a small
sample), plus the fact that the incident is ongoing and
daily events will affect public opinion throughout the
survey period, make the results reported statistically
unstable.

More information on the questions reported and data on
other questions that were probably asked, such as a
rating of how the President is handling the situation,
will be reported on in the future.

. Reported the American public's willingness (58%) to
negotiate with and accede to the terrorist demands to avoid
injury or murder of the hostages.

. Found a plurality (48%) opposed to asking Israel to release
its captives, compared to 41% who favored doing this, but a
majority (60%) who believe Israel should release the Shiites
without any American request if it would ensure release of
the TWA hostages.

. Identified other Israel-related attitudes such as 650%
sentiment that Israel has not done what it should to help
resolve the hostage situation, and 54% who do not feel the
U.S. should reduce 1its ties to Israel to lessen terrorist
acts 1n the Middle East.

. Showed 61% disagreeing that there is nothing the U.S. can do
to prevent such acts of terrorism, but 51% disagreeing that
the U.S. 1is largely to blame for this incident because it
has not dealt firmly enough with terrorists in the past.

According to Warren Mitofsky, CBS's pollster, their poll (for
which we do not have the data) -- apparently taken after the
President's press conference -- reveals the following:

. The President's comments about traveling 1n Greece got
through to the American public;

. Americans expect the USG to negotiate with the hijackers;

. Israel 1is not blamed for the incident, and there is no real
desire to pressure Israel;

. The public does not respond favorably to aggressive/macho
talk about how to handle the incident;



Even after the hostages are freed, only one in three (35%)
favor any type of military retaliation.

Overall, the public opinion 1is similar to the Iranian
situation: get the people out and negotiate if you have to
to do it.



HISTORICAL PUBLIC OPINION ON HIJACKING/TERRORISM

Importance of Terrorism

Lou Harris has reported:
. 90% say terrorism is a serious problem (1977);

65% say there will be no reduction in terrorist incidents in
their lifetime (1981), and;

50% believed human rights should have a higher priority than
opposing international terrorism (1981).

Media Involvement

Gallup reported the following in 1977:

. Two in three Americans (64%) believe news media coverage of
terrorism encourages others to commit these acts.

The people are divided as to whether the news media over-
emphasizes reporting terrorism (47%) or such reporting is
necessary to keep people fully informed (50%).

The Washigton Post reported these attitudes in 1983:

. People oppose news reporters' communicating with terrorists
and favor that contact be through government officials who
are designated to negotiate with the terrorists.

A majority (54%) feels that allowing terrorists to air their
demands on television does not help end the terrorist
situation,

People are generally critical of news coverage, which is
seen as promoting the reporters more than helping the
situation.,

People favor some controls on media coverage.

People do not believe that the absence of media coverage
will reduce terrorist incidents.

News stories often show more sympathy for terrorists than
for victims.

Reporters should check with authcorities before broadcasting
stories that might interfere with negotiations.



. The media should cover terrorists incidents even if that
would cause other, similar events.

. TV news coverage of terrorist incidents causes other,
similar events.

Rating of President's Actions

In December, 1973, Newsweek reported Carter's approval rating for
at 77%.

In February, 1980, Lou Harris reported Carter's handling of the
hostage situation a success to 44% of the public, a failure to
36%.

A month later Harris/ABC reported a 43% positive rating for
Carter and a 55% negative one. The same survey found only 31%
who felt Carter's efforts were a success, compared to 47% who
felt they were a failure.

Military Force

In December, 1979 Newsweek reported:
. If hostages were to be released unharmed, only 5% advocated
using military force as retaliationrn; 63% favored diplomatic
and economic punishment.

If hostages were to be harmed, 41% favor use of military
force, but 49% still favor diplomatic and economic
punishment.

Two in three (67%) did not feel it possible to rescue
hostages through military action.

In January, 1980, Time Magazine reported:

. 75% were opposed to the use of military force to retaliate
if hostages are finally released.

67% favored the use of military force if the hostages were
hurt or killed.

Surveying attitudes 1in the wake of the failed hostage rescue
mission in April 1980, CBS/NYTIMES report the following:

66% felt the mission was a good idea 66%;

65% felt it should have happened earlier;

o0

54% said it should have been kept secret from Congress and
68% favored secrecy from our allies;

fod



. 54% acknowledged it put hostages in greater danger, and;
. 54% was done by Carter because it was the best thing to do.
In January, 1981, Newsweek reported that

. 63% believed it likely Reagan will use military force
against Iran.

. 43% favored diplomatic and economic punishment, and 36%
favored military action if the hostages were put on trial.

47% did not believe a military rescue possible, 35% did.

Negotiations

A Decision/Making/Information poll found 73% agreed that if one
gave the Iranians what they wanted, any country will grab U.S.
citizens and trade them for money.

In January, 1980, Newsweek reported that 60% favor continued
negotiations with 1Iran, 14% wanted to stop negotiations until
after the hostages were released, and 18% favored military
intervention.

In 1977 Lou Harris reported that 51% favored refusing to make
concessions to terrorists even if this meant the hostages ended
up being killed. '
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June 20, 1985

' HIJACKING

THE?PRESS CONFERENCE STAGED BY THE CAPTORS OF' THE

AMERICAN HOSTAGES WAS A CYNICAL EXPLOITATION OF INNOCENT

VIC&IMS OF TERRORISM. THE HOSTAGES CLEARLY WERE SPEAKING

UNDER DURESS.

WE FIND THE REPORT THAT AMERICANS OF THE JEWISH FAITH HAVE
BE%N SEPARATED FROM THE OTHER HOSTAGES BECAUSE OF "JEWI§H
SOUNDING NAMES" OR SUPPOSED "ZIONIST LINKS" REPUGNANT AND

MINISTER OF JUSTICE NABIH BERRI HAS ASSUMED

REPREHENSIBLE.
WE TAKE, THIS

RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE SAFETY OF THE HOSTAGES.

ASEUMPTION OF RESPONSIBILITY SERIOUSLY AND UNDERSCORE

|
OUR VIEW THAT THIS RESPONSIBILITY EXTENDS TO ALL THE HQSTAGES.
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TASK PORCE PRESS GUIDANCE June 20, 1985

TWA HIJACKING: &/20

There havse beén no néu deVuLopmehta overnight., 37 paasengers
and three crew members from TWA flight 847 remain hostages in
Beirut, the 3 crew members remain on board the aircraft and
ware interviewed yesterday by an ABC reporter. They say there

are'%o passengers with them on board the plane and that they

.

are under heavy juard but ntherwise 1n "tolerable” conditions. '

Nabih Barri has told us the other passengers are safe. They
are apparently being held i1n Beirut, probably in two or more
groups. One group is presumed to consist of the passengers

taken from the plane during the second stop in Beirut.

Mr. Barri has assumed responsibility for dealing with the
hijackers. He has assured us the passengers are safe and
well. We have tcld him we consider him responsible for the

safe return of our people and the prompt resolution of thnis

affair.

There is no cnange in the U.S, position: We will not make

concesslons to terrorlsts nor will we pressure other states to
do so. Conceding in such circumstances is tantamount to
blackmail. It would encourage terrorists elsewhere in the

world to think that such tactics can succeed.



As the President sai1d the other night, we are not going toc be
avle to respond ro specific queations’@bout diplomatic efforts
we are making., We will continue to draw on the full range of
resources available to us to obtain the safe release of ill tne

passengers and the crew.

We have been cooperating closely with a number of countries and

international organizations.



ALGERIA'S RCLE

Q: There are reports today thar Alyeria has offered to mediate

in Beirut. Is thi1s something new and what do you think of the
Alggzian ofter?

A1 =--Algeria has been helpful from the Peginning and continues

to be so0. As [ said, I am not yoing tO be able to talk

about specifics.

SIZE OF "JEwWISH NAMES GROUP™

Q: DO you now have confirmation as toO how many passengers were
taken otf the plane during the second stop in Beirut?

The ones
with the "Jewiah sounding names"” and others.

A: We do not nave precise information. According tO reports

it may have been between six and twelve,

HEZBOLLAH ROLE

w
C: Is Hezbollah holding some of the hostages?
A: There are reports of Hezbollah involvement. We also have
indications that the passengers are not all being held
together.

The crew, 0of course, have now been interviewed oy

ABC and report there are no passengers on the plane. Mr, Barri

has said all the passengers are safe,

Qgi Are you disturbed by this -- that the passengers are not
being held together?

A: We are disturbed by the fact that the passengers and crew

are being held against their will. That is the essential point.



. EARLY SWAP

i

Q: What can you tell us about the WP report that there was an

Aattempt tO arrange a swap 1n the first 24 hours? A swap of the
TWA hostages for the detalneeg 1n lsrael?

A1 U.S. policy has been and remains that we will not make

concessions to terrorists and we will not ask other governments

to do sO. We nave not and will not agree to any such linkaye.

Qur goal has been the 1mmediate and unconditional release of

tha hostages h1 jacked on TWA flight 847,

.

Q: Di1d the President turn down a recommendation from State
Departeent experts that there be a swap?

A: --U.S. policy has been and remains that we will not make
concesslony toO terrorists and we will not ask other
governments to do so. We have not and will not agree to

any such linkage. Our yoal has been the immediate and

unconditional release of the hostages hijacked on TWA

flight Y47,

A



ICRC ROLE

Q: Has the U.S. asked the ICRC to ask Israel to free the Shi'a
prisoners 1n lsrael?

A: We¢ have not asked the ICRC tO negotiate. We are not asking

anyone to make concessions to terrorists. Israel's policy of

returning the prisoners transferred from Lebanon 18 a matter of

record, and in fact, the linkage to hostages taken from a4

hijacked airplane 1s only i1mpeding the 1mplementation »f tnat

policy.

Q: Did the ICRC turn down a US request to 4o to Israel to
determine the astatus of the Ansar prisoners?

A: =--As Il have saiq, I am not going to get into the specifics

vof our diplomatic efforts.

U.S5.G. MOOD

Q: Are you hopeful this morning?

A: 1 can't give you any reading.



Q:

SYRIA'S ROLE

Did the VS Government send & second cable to Asead asking

for hls nelp?

--] am not -Jjoing to comment on reported diplomatic

exchanges.

How do you i1nterpret Assad’'s presence in Moscow?

--We have nu reason to believe there is anything to th:is

visit other than routine consultations. Syria and the

Soviet Union have close political and military ties and, to
»0uUr knowledgye, Assad has not previously met with Gorbachev

since the latter assumed the pari& chairmansghip.
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RABIN'S COMMENTS ON HIJACKING

Any reaction to Rabin’'s comments yesterday on the hijacking?

No.

ABC FILM

whet did you learn from the ABC film of the crew and can
identify any ot tne hijackers?

-«The film confirmed that the crew is still on the plane,
and bearing up well under extremely difficult

circumstances., Beyond that, ]! have nothing for you.

A -

TRIPOLI BOMBING

Any comment on the bombing in Tripoli yesterday?

--A® we have repeatedly said, we deplore the continuing

o
violence in Lebanon.

REGILOWAL CONDEHEATION OF HIJACKING

What countriee i1n the region have condemned the hijacking?
--A numsber of countries in the region have made, 1n one way

or another, statements on this subject. Here in Washington

the Government of Tunisia wmade a statement. Irag has

issued a condemnation, as has Egypt through its press.
King Hussein sent a letter to President Reagan which
strongly condemns the hijacking, calling it a "dastardly
crime.” OQther governments as well have in various ways

been 1ndicatinyg to us their opposition to the hijacking.

kg T



ISKAELI POLICY DN ANSAR PRISONERS

Q: WwWhat 13 Israel's policy on the Ansar prisocners?

A: --lsrael has stated that 1ts poliCy is tO release the
priscners who were transferred from Ansar to lsrael as the
secuTity situation permits., In effect, tne hijacking of

the TWA aircraft is impeding implementation of a process

whicli was already underway.

--The hostayes should be released. That has nothing to do

with the Ansar prisoners. We have not and will not aéree
to any such linkage. Our goal has been the immediate and

unconditional release of the hostages hijacked on TWA

£light 847.
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