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UNCLASSIFIED
CLASSIFICATION

S/S # 8218988

Date

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT
TRANSMITTAL FORM

FOR : Mr. William P. Clark
National Security Council
The White House
REFERENCE :

To. President Reagan FROM: Tran Ngoc Nhuan

Possible release of
DATE: 6/19/82 SUBJECT: jpmates from Vietnam's
so-called "reeducation camps" for resettlement in

the United States

WHITE HOUSE REFERRAL DATED: 7/7/82 NSC # (084725

THE ATTACHED ITEM WAS SENT DIRECTLY
TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION TAKEN:
A draft reply is attached
A draft reply will be forwarded
A translation is attached
X An information copy of a direct reply is attached

We believe no response is necessary for the
reason cited below

Other

REMARKS :

oo, [ (A Vo

L. Pau remer,
Executive Secretary



Department of State

July 19, 1982

Mr. Tran lgoc Nhuan
Chairman

The Vietnamese Veteran's
Association, Inc.

P.O. Box 4286

Hayward, CA. 84540

Dear Mr. Tran:

Thank you for your letter of June 1% to President
Reagan about the possible release of inmates from
Vietnam's so-called "reeducation camps® for resettlement
in the United States.

Estimates of the number ¢f prisoners still in the
canpe vary from 25,500, a figure given by Vietnamese
government sources, to cver 100,000, accoréing to informed
independent observers. Hany have been imprisoned for
seven yvears, principally because of their special ties to
the UniteG States, and, therefore, could possibly qualify
for admission to this country through the COrderly
Departure Program as holders of either immigrant visas or
refugee documents.

Under an understanding between the United Nations High
Comnissioner for Refugees {(UNHCR) and the Vietnamese
Government, an Orderly Departure Progream (ODP) for the
legal departure from Vietnam to other countries of persons
holéing either immigrant visas or refugee documents was
initiateé in October 1¢80. &bout one-thiré of those
released come to the United States; the remainder dgo to
some twenty other countries. Following a suspension of
the program in February 1981 by Vietnamese authorities,
movenent of persons to the United States anc other
countries resumed in October 19861.

Since October 19281, some 10,000 perscons have left
Vietnam thrcugh the 0ODP, of which 3,000 went to the United
States, while the remainder went tc other countries,
principally France, Canada, and the Federal Republic of
Cermany.



In order to initiate consideration of a person's
eligibility for the ODP, the interested party in the
United States should contact one of the voluntary agyencies
under contract with the Department of State to assist in
the U.S. Refugee Program. A listing of these agencies may
be obtained from the American Council of Voluntary
Agencies (ACVA), 200 Park Avenue South, New York, New
York 10002. Alternatively, write to:

Orderly Departure Program Office

Anerican Embassy, Box 58§
APO San Francisco, California 96346

The ODP Office has direct responsibility for legal
departure of individuals from Vietnam to tlhie Unitedg
States, and maintains all individual files. May I suggest
that you write to that office directly about what the
Vietnamese community in the United States can do to be of
help. I am taking the liberty of forwarding a copy of
your letter to that office.

I hope this information will be useful to you .

Cordially yours,

Bruce A. Flatin
Director
Cffice of Refugee Admissions,
Frocessing, and Training



THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL

JULY 7, 1982

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION REQUESTED:

DESCRIPTION

ID:

MEDIA:

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY

OF INCOMING:

084725

LETTER, DATED JUNE 19, 1982
PRESIDENT REAGAN

THE HONORABLE TRAN NGOC NHUAN
CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF DIRECTORS
THE VIETNAMESE VETERAN'S
ASSOCTATION

POST OFFICE BOX 4286

HAYWARD CA 94540

URGES THE PRESIDENT'S INTERVENTION WITH
HANOI AUTHORITIES FOR HUMANITARIAN
ENDEAVORS AND RELEASE OF ALL FORMER
OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS OF THE REPUBLIC OF
VIETNAM ARMED FORCES AS WELL AS FORMER
CADRES OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE

REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL —— IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE

82189388
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T H E WHITE HOUSE OFFICE —
REFERRAL

NOVEMBER 23, 1982

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION REQUESTED:
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

ID: 104722

MEDIA: TELEGRAM, DATED OCTOBER 10, 1982
TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN

FROM: MR. JOHN SHADE

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
PEARL BUCK FOUNDATION
SHERATON BANGKOK

XX XXX
SUBJECT: VIEWS REGARDING AMERASIAN CHILDREN IN
VIETNAM; ALSO URGES PRESIDENT TO SIGN
AMERASTIAN BILL
PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN

TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE

(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE
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6852

SELECT COMMITTEE ON AGING

SELECT COMMITTEE ON
NARCOTICS ABUSE
AND CONTROL

TASK FORCE ON MILITARY DRUG ABUSE

ROBERT K. DORNAN

. .., 27TH DISTRICT, CALIFORNIA
P /' FOREIGN AFFAIRS

-
CHAIRMAN
TASK FORCE ON AMERICAN PRISONERS

AND MISSING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA
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September 27, 1982 Y SO
o172
Judge William P. Clark /-7 1/

Assistant to the President for
National Security Affairs

The White House Office

1600 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C 20520

Dear Judge Clark:

T L oL - - LY . e~ FU e e . | . ~ - -

alully WLLl Stveldl ULLUEL Lield glrade 4 generdl OLIL1CeETS
have signed a letter seeking help from President Reagan. I
am enclosing a copy of this letter for your review. These
men fought bravely in Vietnam and deserve our every attention,

I am also enclosing a copy of Le Thi Anh's letter to me
pointing out that General Dao, who is already in poor health,
is going to be placed in a 'conex box." Anything that you
can do to stop this wanton destruction of human life will be
greatly appreciated.

Thank you very much for your time and your attention to
this matter.

~ Singgrely,

4L

OBERT KX DORNAN
Member of Congress

RKD/km

1815 VIA EL PrADO

SuITe 207

REDONDO BEACH, CALIFORNIA 90277
(213) 540-2951

6151 WEST CENTURY BOULEVARD

Surrs 1081
Los ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90045

(213) 642-5111

832 CANNON House OFFicE BUILOING
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515
(202) 225-6451



.7504 Roosevelt Avenue
Falls Church, VA 22042
January 14, 1982

President Ronald Reagan
- The White House
Washington. L[C 20004 .

Dear Mr. President

Enclosed is a letter addressed to you, which was smuggle.! out of

a dismal prison located in Ha-Tay, North Viet-Nam. The letter was
written by my husband, the former Majcr General Le Minnh Dao and a
group of high ranking Generals and Officers from the collapsed
South Viet-Nam Army.,

Yy husband was the commander of the 18th Infantry Division which
had fought courageously until the end of the war, and who were
responsible for making possible the evacuation of Americans from
Saigan. He was captured by the communist government in 1975 and
is presently imprisoned in a (so called) '"camp of re-education'
located in Ha-Tay, North Viet-Nam, During his imprisonment, my
husband has been constantly punished with exhausting hard labor,
starvation, privation, and mental torture,

May I beg you to read the enclosed letter and to do anything under
your power to alleviate the ordeal of my husband and others in
prison. Thev are all counting on you. the leader of the free world
and the enforcer of world peace and human rights, to ‘help them.

May I thank ybu for any assistance you can give and any action you
can take. May God bless you and this country.

Sincerely yours
Tran Bich Lieng

Enclosure
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8/12/82

Congressman Robert Dornan
532 Cannon House Office Bdg
Washington D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Dornan:

Vietnamese refugees in general and
myself in particular are very grateful
for the remarks you made at the League
of POW/MLA Families anmnual conference
in July regarding the Vietnamese officers
still being held in so called 'reeducation
camps" in Vietnam,

Enclosed please find a copy of a letter
smuggled out of '"reeducation camps' by
Gen., L& Minh Dao, currently being held
in Ha-rdy camp in N. Viétnam..

His wife lives in Falls Church, VA, she
has forwarded the letter to Pres. Reagan
last year, Recent letters mentioned that
Gen. Dao is being put in a conex box; his
health is deteriorating. He may not sur-
vive much longer. The situation is not

any better with the other captive generals
and colonels, We must act swiftly if we
can do them any good.

Please helpe

Respectfully szi«xlii]Thi Anh












NSC/S PROFILE UNCLASSIFLLD £ 8206852
RECEIVED 04 OCT 82 19
TO CLARK FROM DORNAN, ROBER? K DOCUATE 27 SEP 82

LIANG, TRAN BICH 14 JAN 82

KEYWORDS: VIETNAM HUMAN R CGH' Q\\ DAO, LE MIITH

cco
SUBJECT: REQUESTS AID FOR SOLDIERS BEING HELD IN REEDUCATL.ON CAMPS IN VIEELNAIL
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ACTION: PREPARE MEMO FOR CLARK . DUE: 07 OCT 82 STATUS S FTLES
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UNCLASSIFIED
(Classification)

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT

TRANSMITTAL FORM
s/s 8318938

June 30, 1983

Date
For: Mr. William P. Clark
National Security Council
The White House
Reference: . ) -,
. | \_/’
To: The President From: Congressman Solomon and Crane
Date: May 25, 1983 Subject: Urges U.S. provide the

National United Front for the leeratlon of Vietnam Moral and
Political Support

WH Referral Dated: NSC ID#

(if any)

The attached item was sent directly to the
Department of State.

Action Taken:

A draft reply is attached.
A draft reply will be forwarded.
A translation is attached.
X An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

We believe nc response 1s necessary for the reason
cited below.

The Department of State has no objection to the
proposed travel.

Other.

Remarks:

L%

Charles Hill
Executlve Secretary

UNCLASSIFIED

(Classification)




United States Department of State

Washington. D.C. 2052(

Dear Mr. Solomon:

Your letter to the President of May 24 requesting that he
give serious consideration to lending U.S. moral and political
support to the Hoang Co Minh's National United Front for the
Liberation of Vietnam (NUFLVN) has been referred to the
Department of State for comment.

The United States Government does not have diplomatic
relations with the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. We will not
consider normalization of relations with Hanoi as long as
Vietnam continues to occupy Kampuchea (which it invaded in 1978
evoking the condemnation of most of the world's nations) and
otherwise plays a destablizing role in Southeast Asia. Wwe
deplore consistent violations of human rights by the current
regime in Vietnam, especially the incarceration of thousands of
persons associated with the former government which continues
some eight years after the end of the war. We also strongly
condemn Vietnam's use of chemical warfare in Laos and Kampuchea
and its indiscriminate attacks on refugee settlements along the
Thai-Kampuchea border. Since our withdrawal from Vietnam the
United States Government, as a matter of policy, has not been
involved in activities in support of the Vietnamese resistance.

We fully share the concerns that you have expressed about
the current regime in Vietnam and appreciate your advising us
of Mr. Minh's solicitations.

With cordial regards,

Sincerely,

Q/
Powell A.¥YMoore
Assistant Secretary

for Legislative and
‘Intergovernmental Affairs

The Honorable
Gerald B. H. Solomon,
House of Representatives.



United States Department of State

Wushington. D.C. 2050

Dear Mr. Crane:

Your letter to the President of May 24 requesting that he
give serious consideration to lending U.S. moral and political
support to the Hoang Co Minh's National United Front for the
Liberation of Vvietnam (NUFLVN) has been referred to the
Department 'of State for comment.

The United States Government does not have diplomatic
relations with the Socialist Republic of vietnam. We will not
consider normalization of relations with Hanoi as long as
Vietnam continues to occupy Kampuchea (which it invaded in 1978
evoking the condemnation of most of the world's nations) and
otherwise plays a destablizing role in Southeast Asia. We
deplore consistent violations of human rights by the current
regime in Vietnam, especially the incarceration of thousands of
persons associated with the former government which continues
some eight years after the end of the war. We also strongly
condemn Vietnam's use of chemical warfare in Laos and Kampuchea
and its indiscriminate attacks on refugee settlements along the
Thai-Kampuchea border. Since our withdrawal from Vietnam the
United States Government, as a matter. of policy, has not been
involved in activities in support of the Vietnamese resistance.

We fully share the concerns that you have expressed about
the current regime in Vietnam and appreciate your advising us
of Mr. Minh's solicitations.

With cordial regards,

Sincerely,

(|

Powell A. Mogre
Assistant Secreffary
for Legislative and

Intergovernmental Affairs

The Honorable
Philip M. Crane,
House of Representatives.




ID 8304167 NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 0318938 PAGE EO1

REFERRAL DATE: 18 JUN 83

MEMORANDUM FOR: STATE SECRETARIAT
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: TO: PRESIDENT
SOURCE: SOLOMON, GERALD B H
DATE: 24 MAY 83

KEYWORDS: CO VIETNAM
SUBJ: CONCERN RE VIETNAM & ITS PEOPLE

REQUIRED ACTION: DIRECT REPLY FURNISH INFO COPY

DUEDATE: 24 JUN 83

COMMENTS ¢

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY









May 24, 1983

The Honorable Ronald W. Reagan

President of the United States of America
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We have had the opportunity to meet with Mr. Hoang Co Minh, leader
of the National United Front for the Liberation of Vietnam (NUFLVN),
who recently addressed a World Conference organized by the National
Support Movement for the Resistance in Vietnam here in Washington.

The Vietnamese Freedom Fighters inside Vietnam, represented by the
NUFLVN, resist the expansionist efforts of the Soviet Union in
Southeast Asia and its surrogates, the Communists of Vietnam. As a
result of the oppressive policies of the Vietcong, more than a
million refugees have escaped abroad, of which over 500,000 have
settled in the United States.

Countless others have perished at sea. Meanwhile, hundreds of
thousands of Vietnamese are held in concentration camps and almost
an entire people endures in misery. The NUFLVN's primary goal is to
put an end to these human rights violations. They accept this
responsibility as their own, and have carried out their struggle so
far without outside help.

Mr. Minh has not asked for material assistance from the United

States. The Vietnames people are not looking for military assistance.
They are seeking to undermine the faith of the vietcong cadres and
soldiers psychologically, rather than through military means.
Therefore, Mr. Minh has requested that the United States provide the
'NUFLVN with moral and political support.

According to Mr. Minh, there are people in Vietnam who are firmly
behind the NUFLVN, and many of the Vietnamese overseas have embraced
the principles of this group. They have given full financial as



The Honorable Ronald W. Reagan

May 24, 1983
Page Two

well as moral support through the National Support Movement for the
Resistance in Vietnam. During Mr. Minh's brief stay in Los Angeles,
5,000 Vietnamese greeters and well-wishers were at the Los Angeles
Airport and at the auditorium where he spoke the next day. On April
30, Mr. Minh addressed an audience in Washington of more than 3,000
individuals from Vietnamese communities all over the world. Mr.
President, there is indeed a large group of Vietnamese here in the
United States who would like to see the United States back Mr.
Minh's efforts.

The NUFLVN has the approval of many countries, which have to this
point expressed only tacit support of their cause, while awaiting
U.S. approval and support -- it is this support that the NUFLVN is
seeking. In our opinion, lending U.S. moral support would be a very
important step for the United States to take toward the stabilization
of Southeast Asia.

After having met Mr. Minh, it is our sincere conviction that America's
tradition of defending "the cause of freedom" cannot allow us to
look away. We respectfully ask that you give serious consideration

to this matter -- and that action be taken in favor of the Vietnamese
people.

Thank you for your attention and assistance in this matter.

Sincerely yours,

yald B. H. Solomgfl, M.C. Philip M. Crane, M.C.
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

May 2, 1983

LEGISLATIVE REFERRAL MEMORANDUM

TO: Legislative Liaison Officer-

U{S. Information Agency
ationdl Security Council

SUBJECT:
DOD proposal 98-107, "To authorize the Director
of the United States Information Agency to make
available to the Department of Defense and the
military departments photographs of military
activities in the Republic of Vietnam for the
purpose of developing and publishing military
histories."

The Office of Management and Budget reguests the views of your
agency on the above subject before advising on its relationship to
the program of the President, in accordance with OMB Circular A-19.

A response to this request for your views is needed no later than
FRIDAY, MAY 27, 1983.

Questions should be referred to Tracey Lawler (395-4710 )
the legislative analyst in this office. or to Dave Spevacek

(395-4580) .
| K,ﬂm
ONALD K. PETERSON FOR
Assistant Director for
Legislative Reference
Enclosures

cc: Bob Howard



GENERAL COUNSEL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301

5 5 APR 1383

Honorable David A. Stockman

Director, Office of Management
and Budget

Washington, D.C. 20503

Dear Mr. Stockman:

The attached legislative proposal, DOD 98-107, "To
authorize the Director of the United States Information
Agency to make available to the Department of Defense and
the military departments photographs of military activities
in the Republic of Vietnam for the purpose of developing and
publishing military histories,” is forwarded for review in
accordance with Office of Management and Budget Circular A-
19.

Advice is requested as to the relationship of the
proposal to the program of the Administration.

Sincerely,

o T =

William H. Taft, IV

Enclosure
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- A BILL -

To authorize’” the Director of the United States Information

Y

Agency to make available to the Department of Defense
and the military departments photographs of military
activities in the Republic of Vvietnam for the purpose
of developing and publishing military histories.

Be 1t enacted by the Senate and the House of Representatives

of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That

notwithstanding the second senten@é of section 501 of the

United States Information and Educational Exchange Act of
1948 (22 vU.S.C. 1461), the Director of the United States
Information Aéency shall make available to the Department
of Defense and to the military departmentg, photOgréphs of
military operations and military related activities in the
Pepublic of Vietnam for the purpcses of development and.
publication of-military histories by.those department;.
Such photographs shall be méde available only upon the
request of the Secretary of Defehse or.the Secretary pf

a military department and upon the reimbursement by the
Depéitment of Defense or the military department cbnéerned,
as the case may be, of the expenses of the United States
information Agency which are involved in making such

»
A

phofographs available.
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ACTION May 5, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR JOHN M. POINDEXTER

FROM: CARNES LORD(;QV///,/

SUBJECT: DOD Proposal 98-~107, Military Photos
in Vietnam

The Office of Management and Budget requests our views on the
DOD proposal "to authorize the Director of the United States
Information Agency to make available to the Department of
Defense and the military departments photographs of military
activities in the Republic of Vietnam for the purpose of
developing and publishing military histories."”

I see no problem with this and concur.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the memorandum at Tab I to Ron Peterson.

¢ M* 7% B .
Approve Vv J\ty& Disapprove
Attachments
Tab I Memo to Peterson

I1 Memo fr Peterson, May 2, 83, w/atchs
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

WASHNGTON, D C. 20310

Honorable Thomas P, O"Neill, Jr.
Speaker of the House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Speaker:.

Enclosed is a draft of legislation "To authorize
the Director of the United States Information Agency to
make available to the Department of Defense and the
military departments photographs of military activities

_in the Republic of Vietnam for the purpose of developing

and publishing military histories.”

The proposal is a part of the Department of Defense
Legislative Program for the 98th Congress, and the
Office of Management and Budget advises that, from the
standpoint of the Administration”s program, there is no

" objection to the presentation of this proposal for the

consideration of the Congress. The Department of the
Army has been designated the representative of 'the
Department of Defense for this legislation. The Army
recommends that the proposal be enacted by the Congress.

-Purpose of the Legislation

The purpose of the legislation is to authorize the
Director of the United States Information Agency to
release, to the Department of Defense and the military
departments, Agency photographs of military operations
and military related activities in the RepubBlic of
Vietnam. The Army and Air Force currently are compiling
several volumes of military history regarding their
presence in the Republic of Vietnam.

. The reguired photographs depict scenes of the

conflict in Southeast Asia prior to 1865, a period in-

which other sources do not provide sufficient coverage.
The scenes are typically of French and Indochinese
soldiers, leaders, people, terrain, various sect
factions, and eguipment. A volume ‘on the early
involvement, another on pacification, a pictorial
history volume, and others will be adversely affected
without the variety the regquested photographs will



provfde. In many cases photographs from other sources
are either not available or would entail considerable
expense to procure.

The legislation is necessary because the second
sentence of section 501 of the United States Infomation
and Educational Exchange Act of 1948 (32 U.S.C. 1461)
prohibits the domestic dissemination of information
compiled by the United States Information Agency. That
provision is designed to protect the function of the
United States Information Agency in compiling and
preparing information about the United States for
dissemination abroad in a manner that is designed for
the oversea audience. The statutory protection enables
the United States Infomation Agency to operate without
considerations that its material will be published in
the United States. The instant proposal does little to
thwart that. leglslatlve policy.

Cost and Budget Data

Any additional cost resulting from the enactment of
this proposal will be negligible and will be absorbed in
appllcable appropriations.

Sincerely,

Enclosure





