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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 2, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR: TERRY GOOD
FROM: KATHY RATTE' JAFFKE/
SUBJECT: Request for the Return of Two

Envelopes Which Were Sent
to the White House

Congressman William J. Hughes has contacted us in behalf of his
constituent, Jim Caze, who mailed two envelopes to the White
House by mistake. In the attached letter, Congressman Hughes
describes the packages and their contents, and asks that they be
returned to Mr. Caze.

As we discussed, once we determine that the envelopes are in fact
at the White House, I will contact Congressman Hughes' office and
indicate that we need Mr. Caze's written authorization to return
the contents of the envelopes.

Thanks so much for your help.
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November 30, 1983

Mr. Ken Duberstein
Assistant to the President
Congressional Affairs

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington ¢ 20500

—

Dear M H

I am writing to inform you that a constituent of mine from Pomona,
New Jersey has sent two envelopes to the White House addressed to the
President by mistake,

These two envelopes contain both medical records and other records
concerning missions in Vietnam. I would appreciate any help you can give
me in this matter as they pertain to a case that I am currently working on
and I need them as soon as possible.

My constituent'’s name is Mr. Jim Caze and his address is:

28 Turner Avenue
P.0O, Box 373
Pomona, NJ 08240

The first envelope is addressed to Ronald Reagan in a large, light
brown envelope marked first class, Inside are the medical records of
Mr., Caze, These records are marked top-secret.

The second envelope is addressed only to "The President' in a smaller
envelope with a white cover sheet. Inside is information on various missions
in Vietnam that Mr. Caze participated in.

The letter was sent on November 10, 1983 and Mr. Caze has said that
inside he mentions one of my legislative aides, Ms, Kim Knight. I'm not
sure 1f there is any mention of my name,

Again, thank you very much for any assistance your staff can render,
and if any additional information is needed, please do not hesitate to

contact my office.

With kind personal regards.

iam J. Hughes
Member of Congress
WJH:1s
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-UNCLASSIFIED
(Classification)

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT
TRANSMITTAL FORM -
S/S 8409404

Date April 4, 1984

For: Mr. Robert C. McFarlane
National Security Council
The White House

Reference:

N

To: President Reagan ) From: Mrs. Le Thi Anh

Date: March 26, 1984 Subject: Holding a Seminar with

Testimony from High-Ranking Vietnamese Defectors

8409404

WH Referral Dated: NsSC Ip# 205026

(if any)

The attached item was sent directly to the
Department of State.

Action Taken:

A draft repty is attached.
A draft reply will be forwarded.
A translation is attached.

XX An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

We believe no response is necessary for the reason
cited below.

The Department of State has no objection to the
proposed travel.

Other.

Remarks:

W

Charles Hill
E¥ecutive Secretary

UNCLASSIFIED
(Classification)




Hrs. Le Thi Anh

Vietnarese Information Bareau
3105 Crest Avenue

Cheverly, Maryland 20745

Daar Mrs. Avh:s

Your letter of March 2¢ to President Reagan,
requesting aseistance for a seminar by defsctors from
the cormmanist reuime in Vietnam, has heen referred to
me for reply.

Ag vou note, those who are familiar at firsct hand
with the brutalities of the Communist svstem in
Vietnam hawe much to tell us about what happend in
Vietnam after the Communists seized power, and about
proscects undeyr similar svstems in other countries.

I regret that I
for governngntal ass
proposad seminar.

cannot provide any suggestions
istance or support to vour

et

I hore it is successiu

Sincerely,

M. Lyall Breckon
Director, Of{fice of Vietnam,
Laoz and Kanpuchea Affairs

Drafted: EAP/VLK:B atrick
3/3/84:X23132:1232A









President Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington D.C.

/JHF Dear Mr President:

T am seeking your help in bringing the testimony of these Vietnamese
witnesses to the 'merican publice. They are high ranking communist defec-
tors from Vietnam. During the war, despite extremely harsh conditions,
few highuranking communist defected. Since the end of the war, they
defect in droves. Why? ~7 T o . ) ' )er-
haps they can tell us whye se i1vast vwu uvstus nave uerecleu since 1975,
A few came here, »+ +h~ wodomdder monddn S T oo The latest of those
is No 1 Vietnamesc aciury inaun wvuvc, wnu ueleciea in West Germany on
February 18, 1984.

Some of these defectors are veteran communist«nationalists, companions
of Ho Chi Minh who have followed him in his ¥opamist road toward national
independence and social justice, Others are the sons and daughters of
those first generation of freedom fighters, Such are two relatives of
Truong Chinh, Dr Dang Kim Anh and Dang Kim Thu. Some have completely
forsaken Communism, such is former Vietcong minister of Justice Truong
Nhu Tang. Others have not, such is the case of Mr Hoang Van Hoan, the
76 year old companion of Ho in the early 1940s, Mr Foan now lives in
Peking and can be more appropriately labelled as a'*dissident' rather
than a defector. According to interviews they gave to the press, they
are deeply disillusioned with the communist system they have spent their
lifetime to build. Vietnam does not have independence, peace, social
justice, food, clothe and the respect of the international community.
Vietnam is economically and militarily more dependent on a foreign
power, the USSR, than she has ever been in recent memory, Those ex-com-
munists did not fight and die for 30 years to exchange one form of foreign

dependency for another, even more total and demeaning,



Their experiences are personal. Their accounts are factual. Fach
has his personal experience with Communism in general, and with their
Marxist style "revolution' and"war of national liberation to tell™.
Their stories are sadly reminiscent of the characters in Ignacio Silone's
story in the book "The God that Failed",

T hAal? area 4+l mme e M- L. . . - PR,

ouviil SUPPULL MErX1ST palvaaoran "revolutionaries"™ should hear them
too, Their sobering experience will provide the best antidote for Com-
munism,

The electoral defeats of the French Communist Party during the last
few years can be traced to the presence of those defectors in France,

and the testimomy each of them gave to the French people,

Dear Mr President, we enjoy here the freedom that has been denied
us in our country, We Dlace so much hope in your enlightened leadership.

You are the Free-World leader who can kXeep the Free-World free,

[/ Enclosed please find a A=~®® -wnw-—- T ) m the situation
/

fin Vietnam today, Please neiuv us TO marke 1T 8 roeslitwy
{

T respectfully SU....v viio wiasie piupusal vu yuur- avtencvion, with
the hope that you will find it worthy of your support.

¢

Most gr

(
L& Thi anh(Mrs)

Enclosurese



VIETNAM : 11 YEARS LATER

BALANCE SHEET OF NINE YEARS OF COMMUNIST RULE IN A UNIFIED VIETNAM

‘It is proposed to conduct a 3-day seminar on Vietnam to mark the
11th anniversary of the signing of the Paris Peace Agreements, ending
15 years of U.S. involvement in Vietnam - and nine years since Communism
rules the whole Vietnam. The treaty was signed on Jan. 27, 1973. South
Vietnam fell on April 30, 1975, The seminar can take place during the

month of November 1984.

It is suggested that the whole seminar be recorded on videotapes,
accompanied by interviews amd other audio-visual documentation for use
on TV networks, on future January 27 and April 30 anniversary dates, in
classrooms and other public forums. The purpose of the seminar is to in-
form the American public about whét has become of Vietnam, and particular;
ly of South Vietnam, a place where America once has invested a great stake.
Complete, accurate information about Vietnam has not been told the Ameri-
can people. We believe a better informed American public will make more
enlightened decisions regarding U.S. foreign policy in general, and in
Central America in particular; re. the dangers of Communism in other parts
of the world,- and here in the United States.

assessment of communist rule in Vietnam will be made by Vietnamese
communist defectors'i)., Some are older statemen, veteran party members, com-
panions of Ho €hi Minh in the anti-colonigl struggle. Some are younger, the
sons and daughters of these first generation independence fighters, The
Younger generation of N. Vietnamese has not known any other form of so-

ciety than the communist one,



Some are mid-level cadre pen, artists, sportmen and fzrmer; all have been
witnesses and participants to the 30 years strugzle for independence and

democracy that has yet to come to an end.

. Is the war in Vietnam over for the S, Vietnamese? The answer is no.

During the war, in snite of extremely harsh and dangerous conditions,
no ranking communist official and/or party member defected. Now, they defect
in droves. VWhy? FPerhaps, they can tell us in person why they quit the
system they hacd spent their lifetime tc build. As told by the defectors
themselves to the Vietnamese press in the U.S5., the cause cf defection goes
much deeper than dissatisfaction with the regime's war policies and economic
performance, or the split along pro-Soviet and pro-Chinese lines, It goes
to the heart of the question of Vietnam's independence so dear to every Viet-
namese, VWhether the communist road chosen by Ho Chi }Minh was the appropriate
road toward national independence? Or did we exchange one form of foreign
dependency for another? How can Anyone pretend the country is indevendent

when a 100% cut in Sovi€t aid will bring about the collapée of the regime?

Did the lNarxist way of liberation bring the Vietnamese true freedon,
true post-colonial revolution, food, clothes, sccial justiceAand a better
life for the poor? Are the Vietnamese people better fed today than during
the war? Has the quality of life improved? Have the many ills of the old
society decreased? Among those are corruption, black market, inflation,
unemployment, a privileged class, even a ruling oligarchy, social discrimina-
tion and injustice, indefinite imprisonments without charges 6r trial?

Has the human right situation improved? Has the number of widows, orphans,

homeless, beggars, thieves, prostitutes, refugees and dislocated families

grown any smalley?
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Have the Vietnamese known many days of peace since the end of the war?
Has it really ended for many S. Vietnamese? Is the number of Vietnamese lives
lost during the 9 years of "peece" any smaller than during the previous 9 years
of war? Is Vietnam better liked abroad today than during the war? Where is
the national concord and reconciliation, the peace among Vietnamese, when
thousands of former enemies of the repime are still being detained in prisons
and "reeducation camps"? How many boat people died on the S. China Sea and
how many more want to leave? Why even lamposts would want to leave? Vhy

are communist cadres leaving?

The answers to all these guestions, and many more, are largely negative,
Nine years after the last American left Vietnam, Hanoi can no lonzer evade

these questions..

During the war the communist leaders conveniently hid behind the all-
purpose scapegoat "U.S. arpressors in the South" to explain away their failures,
shortcomings and warlike volicies. The American nresence in Vietnam generated
an inexhaustible source of nonular sunnort for Hanoi. Leaders of every ner-
suasion out aside their differences to rallv under the communist banner arainst

what they percieved as the foreign invader.

Since 1975, are no longer on Vietnamese soil the French or American
vresences, the super-cocordinator, the cement which held together for several
decades the strange-btedfellow alliance of Communists and Nationalists dis-
integrates and the alliance unravels., Those who feel betrazred by the IHanoi
made revolutionquit. It is not without reason that the anti-Hanoi resistance
in Vietnam call itself Phuc-Quoc-Nuan or Restoration Forces. The men who
continue the strupggle believe the war for independence and revolution of their
country has been "stolen" by the Communists and needs to te restored to its

rirhtful owners who are the peonle,



In 1975, the sudden fall of Saigon leaving intant before the communist
cadres' elated eyes the artifacts of a much richer, freer capitalist life
opened their eyes, and destroyved their blind faith in the comnmunist system,
The‘"depraved, exnloited, miserahble'" society of the South was not what their
leaders told them it was. Neither was their northern socialist paradise. Ior
the first tirme, the north-Vietnamese communist had a capitalist society to
compare to their own, and the comparison was devastating for both the Hanoi
leaders and the Marxist ideoclozy. The United States lef: eruioment, machirervy
and consumer goods in S, Vietnam may te assets for the econdiy, but they are

poisons for the communist systen,

Today, the artifacts of the rich capitalist life are still in display on
the Saipon sidewalk markets in the form of U.S. or French made consuner goods
sent home to their relatives in Vietnam by thousands of Vietnamese refucees
now living in the West. The spectacle of Russian tourists huying with great
delight wristwatches and transistor radios on the Saigon sidewalks is telling
the Vietnamese communists in unmistakatrle terms that if their country faith-
fully followed in the footsteps of big trother Soviet Union, 40 years from now,

they would still be deprived and hungry for the consumer goods commonly availa-

ble~to.everyone in the V'est.

During the war, Hanoi leaders pointed out to the US bombings of the Worth,
and the presence of American trocps in the Scuth to demand additional sacrifices
from their people. The war-exhausted N, Vietnamese kept going for years. They
were promnised peace and a better life when "the U,S. agressors would be driven
out of their country": the light at the end of the tunnel, such a long tunnel
that many never lived long enough to see it.

Today, nine years after they are supposed to be out of the tunneli, it

1s still pitch dark, and there is no light at the end of any tunnel to look

forward to. Even the people's hope for a better future has been killed. Hence,



the sense of hopelessness and despair which descended on the people of Hanoi

observed by foreign visitors and reporters.

Accérding to Dr Duong Quynh Hoa, the French trained pediatrician former
NLF minister of health, and current director of Saigon children's hospital;
38 of Vietnamese children suffer from severe malnutrition. Their mental ani
ﬁhysical development are gravely impaired, the future of a vhole gegeration
of Vietnamese is at stake. With great sédness, ve witness the coning of
rachitic, pot=bellied children, of undersize adults, too weak from malnutrition
to sustain a full day of productive work, According to foreign technicians
working on aid vrojects, m:lnourished Vietnarese workers are too weak and

tire too fast to provide the needed local labor,

Most Vietnamese would continue to endure any hardships and deprivations
without complaints, had their most cherished independence been materizlizeZl.
But today Vietnam is more foreion Jdependent than ever tefore. Vietnam is
totally and exclusively dependent on the Soviet Union, economically and mili-
tarily., Soviet aid to Vietnan runs ét the rate of $6 million a day. Should.
this aid be terminated, not only would food riots erupt in the streets, but
the wér of occupation in Cambodia would come to a halt, and the current Hanoi
regime would fall as fast as the Saigon regime did in 1975 when facing similar
zaid termination., South Vietnam has been self-sufficient in food throughout
the war years, U.S. rice imports into Vietnam did not exceed 250,000 tons a
year; much of it went to orphanages and other charitable institutions, Unlike

US aid, most Soviet non-military aid to Vietnam is In the form of loans, not

. I C - AL Macclad Rlan  Uiadnam Aseradad iie

grants.

workers in France lived among Frenchmen and receiveq TnEir pay L4 i uize



Vietnamese workers in the Soviet Union live in segregated quarters and receivesi
only 40% of their salaries., The remaining 60% are being used to sponge off

their country's debts,

The Sowiet Unicn uses Vietnamese military bases at Danang, Haimhong, and
Camranh Bary, exploits Vietnamsse natural rescurces, imports scarce Vietnamese
foodstuff and clothes when the peopnle are ragged and hungry, keeps Vietnamese
" boys dying in Cambodia for its hegemonistic purposes, this kind of Soviet
behavior is not any different from the French colonizlists' some 40 years azo.
This writer, and many defectors, have lived under . colonial rule long enouzh to

make the comparison.

Hanoi leaders are still trying to put the blame on the U.S., especially
its herbicide srrayings, to explain all of Vietnam's ills and their failures,
and claim for _reparations, i.e, US aid, ©Eut the difference between todayr

and the war vears is that nobody in Vietnam believe then,

The denerture of the American troops and the nationzl denendency unon
the Soviet Union, are the causes of the dron in morale of the communist armv,
That ractag army doubly victorious against the French (19254) and the Anericen
(1975) is now btetter fed, clothed and armed to the teeth with modern weszpons,
but it once famous firhting spirit seems to have derserted it. It is plamued
by low.morale, low discipline, hizh desertion rates, ana a2 seening warweariness
unznovm duringz the war years. Exceot for the elite divisions puardins the
northern border arainst a secon Chinese invasicn, the morale of the troops,
and their fz2ith in their government have eroded, The government tries to
wine these up by wawing the specter of the Chinese colonialists. The Vietnanese
who have been under Chinese rule for a thousand years, still regard the Chinese
2s the most dancerous of all colonial powers., The government's protlem, however,

is that not one single Chinese scldier can be found on Vietnamese seoil, or

in Camhodia, The only foreizn presence in Vietnanm tolay is that of the



Russians and the Cubans. These presence have an adverse effect on the morale

of Hanoi's troops.

Yany of the defectors coming to the seminar have participated in the
independence struggle since 1945, They will tell us what they fought for
during the 30 year war, and whether any of their gozls have been achieved
during the nine years since victory. Do they see any indication that those

goals can be achieved, any hope for change in the future?

These people have invested their lives in the building of Communism in
Vietnam. They harbor no ill will against the regime and would be enclined
to give it good marks ~ if they could., Their testimonies at the seminar will

give us the most ohjective and truthful assessment of Vietnam today.

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS {TENTATIVE)

- Mr HOAMZ VAN HOAN, the 76 year old Politburo menber, a companion
of Ho Chi Minh since the early 1940s, former Vietnam's ambassador
to China, Vice-president of the Nationzl Assembly, who defected
to China in 1978. 1Ir Hoan now resides in Peking.

- Mr TRUONG NHU TANG, former minister of justice of the Nriional
Liberation Front's Provisory Revolutionary Government. Defected
to France in 1980, HNow residing in France.

- Dr Dang Kim Anh, and her sister Dr Dang Kim Thu nieces of
Truong Chinh Dang Xuan ¥hu. Dr Dang Kim Ani: -lefectei in lNay 1932
while leading a SRV medical delegation visiting the Netherlands,

- ¥r Hoang huu Quynh young communist party member, educated in
l'oscow, denuty head of a scientific delegation to Europe when he
a

defected in Italy in 1979. Now residing in France.

- Ur Hguyen Duc Yen, former propaganda minister in the prime



minister's office; officer, Foreign press relations Bureau in
Hanoi during the war, Fled from Hanoi to Hongkong in 1979,

20 years membership in the communist party., Residing in Switzerland,

Prof. Tran Van Hieu, Vietnamese scientist, defected in 1980
while on a visiting professorship in a university in Europe.

Now residing in France.

Mr Dang Hoang Xa. Information attache to the SRV's embassy

in Paris, Defected in 1982, Now residing in Paris.

Yr Nguyen Cong Hoan, former congressman of the republic of (S)
Vietnam, and of the SRV of (N) Vietnam, Defected to Japan

in 1978. low residing in the U.S.

¥r Dinh Cong Gieng, a U. Vietnamese Thuong Ta, Lt. Col., 17
year veteran communist party menmber, who flew to Singapore
in an US airplane in 1978 with his pilot instructor. Now
residing in the U.S.

¥r Le Dinh, high ranking intelligence officer. Claimed to
be in charge of American POWS, Defected to TFrance in 1930,
Wow residing in Paris.

Gold medal champion cyelist Truong Xim Hung., Took the boat
to Thailand in the Spring of 1983, Vlas lately in the Thai
Sikew refugee camp.

‘iss Huyen Chau, famed fold-singer of the official Doan Ca

Mua (Singing-Dancing Troupe), defected to Hongkong in 1982,

Now lives in California.
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Mr Pham Ngoc ThuZn, lawyer, 70 year old, Chairman of the Vietminh
People's committee for South-Viétnam in 1945. Leader of the anti-
French Resistance in the South. Communist Party member since the

early 1640s, Defected while on am official visit to France ;m the

Fall of 1983. Residing in Francee.

Mr L& Phu Hao, Chief of Vietnam Press, defected in Paris in 1979.
Currently residing in Peking where he is chief assistant to Mr.

Hoang Van Hoan,.

-~ Dr Thai Quang Trung, Southeast-Asian: scholar, author, currently on

a research project at the University of Singapore.

Dr. Nguyen Van. Hao, former deputy prime minister of the Republic

of Vietnam. Economist. Remained at the service of the communist
government after April 1975. Permitted to leave for France with an
official passport in 1982. Now residing in France.(Dr Fao is on a
three-month assignment in Haiti)

Dr Hao can give us a most authoritative assessment of the Vietnamese
econony.

Gen. Duong Van Minh, former president of the Republic of Vietnam,
April 27-30, 1975. Permitted to emigrate to France in 1682. Now

residing in France,

Mr Doan Van Toai, former student leader, NLF sympathizer. Author
of "the Vietnam gulag'".

SPONSORS

- Professor Robert A. Scalapino, Director, Institute of East-

 Asian Studies, the University of California at Berkeley.

- Mr Douglas Pike, Editor, Indochina chronology, author, The
Vietcong, and Fistory of the Vietnamese Communist Party.
Institute of East-Asian Studies, the University of California

at Berkeley,

LOCATICN: George Washington University campus. Washington D.C.

DATE

Audi

First Week of November 1984,

o-visual programs:

First evening: Showing of the film 'Boat People'. Description of
life in Vietnam today. International Spectra Film, Hongkong,

Second evening: The mime 'A rose for the Fallen! performed by the
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Van Tién Group in Brussels, Belgium. Van Tién is a Vietnamese Student-
Youth organization,

During the seminar, we can exhibit photographs from Vietnam and
show other documentaries about Vietmam and the boat people.

Note: (1) A number of persons who left Vietnam can be qualified as
defectors, such as Mr Hoang Huu Quynh, Dr Dang Kim Anh and Dr Dang .
Kim Thu.

Others are revolutionaries, independence fighters who departed to
continue their struggle because they felt the current pro-Russian

L& Duan government bhetrayed the ideals of independence and revolution
they had fought for,

They are dissenters rather than deserters,



ASSESSMENT WILL BE MADE ON TUE FOLLOWING ASPECTS OF VIETNAM'S LIFE

Independence and Sovereignty of the Vietnamese mation. For most

Vietnamese fighters, this is what the 30 years war was all about.
since

Peace and War in Vietnam}l975, - and in the Indochinese peninsula.

Peace and stability in the recion since the communist victory in

Vietnam,

THE ECONOMY

Vietnamese communist economics.

Marxist transformation of the southern econonmy

Collectivisation & elimination of private enterprise. Revision and
introduction of the gquota system to boost lagging production,
Infighting between the orthodoxes and the pragmatists within the
communist government.

The monetary system. The Import-Export systemn.

Export of human labor to the Soviet bloc.

Gift packages and currency transfers from Vietnamese overseas to
their families in Vietnam,

Vietnam's finance, Balance of payments, Foreign debts,

Food production and availability. Food exports. Peasants massive
passive resistance in the South,.

State and availability of public service & Utilities and other basic
commodities, Food & Commodity ration: system in the South.

People's general state of health and nutrition. Child nutrition.
Health care.

State of the major social ills that plagued the old society: Corrup-
tion, black market, inflation, contraband, unemployment, prostitu-
tion.

State & Quality of family life. Preservation & Enhancement of the
cultural heritage,

Economy North/South: Comparison.

Impact of southern free economy & Values on the rigidly centralized
economy of the North,.

Has the North succeeded in imposing its socialist way of life in
the South, or did the southern way of life percolate up North?
Today's quality of life of the North-Vietnamese - of the South

Vietnamese, compared to the war years,



== State ¢f the Vietnamese's four major religions: Buddhism, Catholicism

Cao-Dai and Hea-Hao-Buddhism,

-— The Vietnamese and the Russians: the difficult relationship,

The Lethal dependency..

-- Hanoit's efforts to win U.S. relations and aid: QObjectives, ways and means,

The Prisoner-of-war and Missing-in-action accounting

The Refugee exodus: Why do they leave?
The Boat People., The Land-People. The pirates. The unmaccompanied
minors,.

The Rescue effort.

ADDITIONAL LIST OF PARTICIPANTS (prospective)

~= Foreign correspondents and reporters who covered the Vietnam War.

A number of those have returned to Vietnam ever since for a fresh
look.

Mr Oliver Todd, Weekly Express, published in Paris.

Mr Jean Lacouture, Le Monde, France

Mr Jean Sabatier, Le Matin, France.

Mr Peter Braestrup, Editor, the Wilson Quarterly.

Mr William Shawcross, the Sunday Times, London.

Mr Tiziano Terzani, Der Spiegel, W. Germany.
Mr Uwe Siemon Netto, TV war correspondent in Vietnam, West Germany.
Mr Al Santoli, Vietnam veteran, author of "Everything we had", U.S.
Ms Elisabeth Becker, war correspondent in Cambodia, the Washington

Post..

Former Representative Don Bailey, Vietnam Veteran, U.S.A.

Mr Thomas Kent Allison, the U.S. Major who led a Office of Strate-
gic Services team which parachuted into Ho Chi Minh's Thai Neuyén
guerilla base in N. Vietnam in the Spring of 1945 to help Fo rescue
downed allied pilots and to intersect the railroad link between Viet-
nam and China.

An attorney in Lansing, Michigan, U.S.A.



Mr Nguyén Van L8c, former prime-minister of S. Viétnam. Served
in 1967. Imﬁrisoned for ? 1/2 years in  "reeducation camps" in
'N. Viétnam. Escaped by boat to Singapore in the Fall of 1983. Now
residing in California.

- Dr T6n That Thién, University of Quebec at Trois Riviéres, Viatnamese

scholar.

- Dr Truong Buu Lam, University of Hawai, author, Patterns of

Vietnamese responses to foreign intervention, 1858-1900.

- Stephen Young, Dean, Hamline Umiversity School of Law. Author
The Law of Proverty and Elite Privileges Under Vietnam's Lé Dy-
nasty, 1428-1788.

- Mr Nguyén Thai Son, Vietnamese scholar, high-ranking official of
the French ministry of Finances. French citizenship. Mr Son made
several trips to Hanoi and Saigzon on behalf of the French govern-

ment to negotiate Vietnam's debts & compensation to France.

We shall invite a number of generals and officials of the former
Republic of Vietnam to participate in the seminar..
We shall ask a Cambodian and a Laotian to make an assessment of

nine years of communist rule in Vietnam.






- ~GUYEN VAN LOC
VIETNAMESE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION
3121 N, Classen Blvd
OKLAHOMA CITY Oklahoma OK73118
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Oklahoma City, May 24th, 1984

H.E. PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN
White House '
WASHINGTON D.C.

Dear PRESIDENT,

I would like to send you here enclosed
some aricles of the press and the summary of my lecture to
" THE CLUB OF STUDENTS FOR BETTER GOVERNMENT " at The EL RENO
Public School in Oklahoma on May 4th, 1984 in order to give
you some information about communist regime in Vietnam.

I hope these inclosures could interest yo
on any point of view.

With my sincere thanks and very best
regards.

Truly,

/ -
=

NGUYEN VAN LOC
Former Prime Minister of The R.V.N.



LECTURE
To THE CLUB of " THE STUDENTS FOR BETTER GOVERNMENT " at
THE EL RENO PUBLIC SCHOOL in OKLAHOMA on May 4th, 1984 .
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Mr. The Principal Charles LEIPART,
My dear young friends,

To day, I have the pleasure to talk to you about the situation
in Vietnam and share with you a few experiences I had with the communism
in my country which was unfortunately taken ower by communist forces on
April 30, 1975.

First of all, I want to make clear that. I have no intention to
make any propaganda for any political regime.

I love the truth and always 1 am facing the reality of facts.

1 love very much the young generation because I believe that
you, the young generation is the hope of the world of to-morow with a
better order.

Now let me tell you about Vietnam. i

The Peace Conference on Vietnam was held in Paris >~ on January
27, 1973, an agreement was signed by 4 parties: South Vietnam and United
States one part, and the other part : North Vietnam and its puppet Gover-
mment of The National Front of Liberation in South Vietnam.

With' the terms of those agreements, the United States could
disengage 1in South Vietnam by the with drawal of its armed forces, &ad
a National Committee of recdeiliation must be put in place with 3 parti-
cipants: the Nationalist Government of South Vietnam, the Temporary Gover
nment of the National Front of Liberation, and the so-called " Third
Force" as neutral political group. This National Council had the task to
set up a new political regime in south Vietnam.

But according to an affirmation of the Former President Rici.zd
Nixon quoted in " The WALL STREET JOURNAL " on May 2nd , 1983, the sncri-
can military aid to South Vietnam was reduced in the rate of 76%, and
meanwhile, the Soviet Union doubled their military aid to North Vietnam.
The balance of forces became 1 against 4 in tanks and artilleries on
behalf of North Vietnam in 1975.

Therefore, on the night of March 10 th, 1975, North Vietnam laun-
ched a very strong attack against the City Banmethout in the central high
land , about 200 miles North West of Saigon and took over this city.

After that, all the cities in central Vietnam under the 17 th
paralell, successively fell down one by one with the withdrawal of
Southern military forces in these cities, following by the panic of the
population until the final collapse of Saigon regime .

In 1968, when I was Prime Minister of South Vietnam, I have seen
that the fall of SAIGON regime should happen sooner or later, because af-
ter the General Communist Offensive TET MAU THAN ( New Lunar Year ) on
almost all the provinces in South Vietnam, following by the Preliminary
Peace Conference in Paris between United States. and North Vietnam, I felt
that the fate of South Vietnam might be decidedin an International arran-
gement and I thought the survival of The Republic of Vietnam would be in
jeopardy with or without me. So I prefered to resign as Prime Minister.

People often said that I have taken responsibilities for the fai
lure of the governmental forces, but in fact, we won and easily broke dow
the two communist attempts to take over South Vietnam at that time, The
communist loss in men and in political cadres was very heavy with more
than 60.000 casualtles, and the total disorganization of their offensive
network for many years.
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I just talked to you about the situation of Vietnam before 1975,
now I would like t&f?ou about the prisons network of the Vietnamese com-
munist regime well- known under the so-call " Reeducation camps".

I guess that some of you have already read the best seller book
" The Goulag Archipelqge " of Solzhenitsyn about the jail system of
Soviet Union, but I think the jail network in Vietnam is more horrible
because the physical and moral repression on the prisoners is very bru-
tal and barbaric.

1 was arrested on August 22, 1975 in a street of SAIGON at 6 P.M.
and detained in the jail of the Interior Security Committee for more
than 6 months for interrogation.

Every day, the bell rang at 5 A.M.and the door of the cell was
opened for washing. At 8 A.M. , we had as the first meal of the day, a
plastic bowl of red rice and vegetables soup with salt. At 4 P.M.we had
almost the same meal. Only the vegetables salt soup changed, but no £ish,
no meat,

Therefore, after 3 months of detention and with physical or moral
tortures, everybbdy were depressed and our body became a moving skeleton.

People fell down on their way to the restroom and could not stand up
without help.

During the night, jail keepers didan't let us sleep by playing a
radio tape recorder with blaring music and during the day played ball_ -
in the hall of our jail.

After more than 6 months, I was moved to the camp No 15-NV at Thu
Duc , about 7 miles north of Saigon, I was stayed there for 6 other months

Every day, we woke up at 6 P.M. and from 7 A.M. we had a caucus
where we read 2 communist newspapers: " The People " and " The Army=people
and many books written by communist leaders. After that, we discussed
on those matter under the control of political cadres who made themselves
their opinion about our degree of danger for their regime.

In the evening, all the prisoners were forced to watch the telcvislo

(black and white)and must give their comments by team of 10 about the pro-

gt‘am.

After 1 year in south Vietnam jails, I was moved again at midnight
with 500 cellmates to Tansonnhut airport in Saigon where we were trans-
ferred to North Vietnam on 4 cargo-airplanes Cl130 left behind by American
Air Force. ‘

Since August 10th 1976, I was detained at NAM HA camp No 25A at 50
miles south west of Hanoi, in a tremendous region of mountains and
unhealthy marshes, infested of leeches which sucked and lived with our
reddish blood.

I.- HOW ARE THE FOODS IN OUR CONCENTRATION CAMPS ?

Communist Administration spent just about 15 piastres a month per
person for our daily foods. '

At that time , the normal change was l U.S dollar for 40 piastres.
So the alimentary expenses were about 40 U.S cents a month for each pri-
soner , plus 3 piastres a month for manufactured products as soap, tooth-

-

paste, etc ....., Lt cost about 8 cents U.S.

In the first months, we ate rice with some vegetables soups, and
rarely meat, just 3 or 4 pleces big as the nail of our thumb.

As cereals, we had about 30 pounds every month, it is about 500
grams every day and as food s, only one teaspoon q#rsalt for every meal,
it is all for our daily diet.

After 2 or3 months, we started to eat a kind of sorghum, some thing
like hard yellow corn, it's used to feed animals as horses, pigs, etc ...
but it must be grodded . No more rice, even rottened rice.

So with such a kind of food, people had stomach disease or teeth -
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ache because the peel of sorghum is very thick and very hard to be di-
gested.
It is a effective mean to kill prisoners in the long range.
We had meat only in the great festivals 4 days a year : on
lst May Labor Day, National Day, Lunar New Year Day and the New Year Day
Therefore, for lot of people, the great problem is the HUNGER
We must look for all the wild vegetables on the fields for
stuffing against hunger and many were died for that.

- Former Senator TRAN THE MINH ate about 2 pounds of manioc,
a kind of bulb-root. As the manioc was stolen , he dared not to cook.

So he ate it raw and he died on the way to Phu Ly hospital, 10 miles
from the camp.

- The millionnaire banker Ho The Nhu , member of a political
party , died of low blood pressure 1 month after release in 1980 because
he ate the grasshoppers.

- The captain of Intelligence Service VO VAN SAU find the
death by eating 6 big snails got on the rocks.

- The special police officer TIEN took by hand every after-
noon the small grains of sorghum in thesewers and ate it after washing
and cooking. He became black.face man.

- We saw the lieutenant-Colonel PHAM who got some little
meat left on the rib of the water.-buffaloes rottened and thrown in a
garbage dump for many days and he ate it after cooking with salt.

2 - Personnally, I had taken wild vegetables named rau du@
rau ngo, eses in the ditches toedt with sorghum . Some cellmates imﬂtata
me to do the same. Unfortunately, the Senator THON DO fell down with
the infection of dysentery , it contamined about 50 prisoners who must
be isolated in the room 13 in the camp B for waiting the death because
we had no medecine. After this epidemlein 1978 , almost 20 prisoners
never came back to the camp A and we had about 30 survivors.

Normally, we had 2 or 3 death every week because of laci: of
medecine, malnutrition, old age, physical and mental depression.

Once a prisoner died , the jail administration took many pic-
tures with some witnesses among their cellmates and put hiisicorpse in
a wooden box for burying . But they never notifyed the death to his
family.

HOW WERE OUR LABORS IN THE CONCENTRATION CAMPS ?

With such a daily kind of foods, we must work 8 hours a day
and 6 days a week with 1 sunday of labor so-called The Socialist Sunday
for the first sunday of £he month.

We were used to classify our works in 3 categories :

1 / NORMAL TASKS : )

~ It consisted of going to the mountains and forests te cut
small trees and burn them. After that, we dug the ground with a pieck
to grow vegetables.

Sometimes, communist cadres told us : " You have nothing to
We Willlgive you a plot of land , try to garden it well for some vegeta
bles to eat , but you can only do it at breaktime "

So we all together worked very hard on it. But when came th
harvest, jail keepers moved our group to the other place, 2or 3 miles
away and we could not profit our work . Their tricks were very obvious
even for small things.

~ It consisted of going down in the marshes crowded with
thousands and thousands of leeches and snakifs , to build big and small
dams in order to transform inte rice-fields., And we must dig the groun
3 time , using big picks 1in raining season at the rate of 60 sguare
meters for the first time, 80 square meters for the second and 100 squa
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re meters for the 3rd time. '
After that, we grew rice and we had transformed about one hun
dred acres of marshes for .. this horrible task.
When The Republic people's of China launched an attack to
the 6 northern provinces of Vietnam in February 1979, camp administration
used the evacuated prisoners from northern jails to pull the plough
instead of water-buffaloes. It should be seen in the Middle-Age only
but we could not believed that and we had protested this savage practice.
~ It consisted also to sawing up wood by hand to make furni-
tures on behalf of the camp administration and to repair the roads in
the mountains in the raining season.

the mountains in the raining season.
2.~ HARD TASK :

- We must dig about a yard deep hole by hand by team of 3 pri-
scners 1inthe granit with an iron pick and a ten pound hammer to dyna-
mite the mountain,

After the blast, we carried on our shoulder about 70 rocks a
day to the camp located about 1 mile away in order to build our own
pavilion and to heighten our enclosures. .

But we had no cement for the construction, we had only sand and lime.
Somatimes, our work collapsed after a heavy rain or storm. We had to
rebuild it again.

-~ We must dig also many [aKkegto raise fish and for it, we
had to work 1 cubic yard per person every day.

3 .- TERRIBLE TASKS :

it is not an exagerdation because even now, many buses and cars ror iiwaa
transportation still use charcoal, but no fuel or gazoil.

Thanks to my sickness, twice nearly died with my high biocod
pressure and asthma crisis, I was released in June 1980 to be kept under
house custody in Saigon for another year.

After that, I organized my escape and I succeeded at my 14
attempt after almost 2 years hiding and changing constantly of places
in many provinces in South Vietnam.

In the night of May 11th 1983, I was rescued with 32 other

boat-people by the French ship Chevalier Valbelle on the China Sea at

10 P.M., after the Heak down of the engine and gear box of my boat.

At that time only, I knew that I was survived in my dange-
rous adventure : " God bless me ! ".

I arrived in Singapore on May 13rd and reached Freedom by
airplane in Los Angeles on July 2lst , 1983.

+
+ +

Looking back wards, I thought that is a very harrowful dre:
To day, the Communist imposed its rules in my country and
the political and economic situation is deplorable.

On the political point of view all the power belonged to
Communist Party. They always said that : " The Party leads, The Adminis:
tration governs and The people is the boss “.

- It is a funny great lie. All the people is trampled unde;
cormunist iron heel. Always the jails and concentration camps wait thei:
guests.

No free election. No basic human rights. be chosen by The

12 2o oe mutsl
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... The FRONT of NATION. But The Front of Nation 1is appointed by the
communist party among its members or servants.

For each district of vote, Communist party presented one or
two candidates more than the number of seats to provide , and the per: -
centage of suffrage of the candidates elected was decided in advance
by the communist administration, always more than 90% of votes.

So the congressman searched something to protest by any
negative handed vote, he will be sure that the local people Council of
his district make immediately a motion of revocation. After that, he
could be sent to prison or to reeducation camps for ever.

Communist party called it a democratic regime, it is funny
because the vote 1s only an appearance which has nothing of the true
exercice of political rights by the people who don't know whom they
had elected.

In principle, the Congress elect the Government and the Pre-
sident of Nation, but in fact, it has only to give 1its approval to the
proposal of the Politburo.

Therefore many communist leaders stayed in position till
their death. Nowhere in the world history, one Prime Minister could be
in power almost 40 years as in the so-called Socialilst Republic of
Vietnam.

On the economic point of view, the old-fashioned rigorous
dirigisism put Vietnam in a complete poverty , even a black misery.

All the enterprises and corporations became the properties
of the State, but communist cadres who know very well to use weapons
and grenades , are completely ignorant about the economic gest ion.

It results a terrible bad management, bad production, bad
quality, bad distribution of products, enormous waste, defective use
of engines in factories, lack of raw materials, etc +icces

Finally, industrial production drops from day to day and
can not assure , even the basic needs of the people such as textiles,
paper, sugar, medecines, ....cce.

About agricultural products,almost the countrymen were
forced to become cooperative members. They work very hard during the
year, but they have no thing to share to assure their family living
because the communist cadres with their executive boards search to get
money by many obvious cheats.

Morever, the national administration declared that all the
land , included rivers, lakes, forests, mines, ...... belonged to the
Nation. The citizens had only the right to use if they were authorized u
under conditions.

So all the people reducedto minima their activities and
limited their work just to get something to survive.

For the Commerce, the small business is basically repressed.
The commercial taxes are very heavy and increased every month, and did
not let the people any profit, because communist administration said
business 1s improductive and must be suppressed on behalf of administra-
tive distribution.

Therefore businessmen couldn't continue their affairs and
were considered as the unemployed. They must be sent to the " New Eco-
nomic Regions " . But those New Economic Regions are only forests, moun-
tains, uncultivable fields, they can not live there, and after a few «+-
months , they tried to come back to the cities. Many people lost al-
ready their houses, are reduced to live on the side-~walks. Many families
give birth to babies there, they eat there, they sleep there and get
some little money every day by all kind of services.

It 1s a shame for mankind at the 20th century.

All the products such as cereal, meat, shrimp,sugar,....

must be sold to Administration , it decides the price and it can confis-
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confiscate a great number of products where and when it likes.

Therefore the hate of the people toward the communist
regime is now very wide spread. They tacitely sabotage the actual
regime and want to change it as soon as possible.

Before the fall of Saigon natbnalist regime.in 1975, some
people believed that communist regime is very clean, very effective
to contribute to the happiness of the nation as a kind of paradise.

Thety frequently organized a lot of demonstration to over-
throw the nationalist administration in South Vietnam on the suggestidén
of communist propaganda.

But now, even those men were detained in concentration camps
because communist regime considered them as very dangerous troubles
makers. Now they saw that they were wrong, but it is too late.

Now comes the time of slavery for all the people.

The rich men of all kind went out of the concentratien camps
with two empty hands or they still stayed there. The poor men now are
in rags.

Communist cadres always said : " Capitalism is nothing else
than an exploitation the man by the man ".

But now the reality of facts proves the contrary.

Now in Vietnam, the the Nation exploites the man without
restriction. And the Nation is who ? It is the Communist Party and its
cadres who govern and reduce people to deaf and dumb with its enor-
mous prison network all over thecountry.

The oppression is brutal.

One small nation with more than 50 millions people as
Vietnam has now more than 1 million of soldiers and more than 1 miliion
of policemen. That is why the salaries are very low and they can not
survive with that.

They have 2 ways to survive : CORRUPTION and ROBBERIES.

They must practice corruption wherever they can and they pro-
tect themselves with organisation from top to bottom.

If they can not practice corruption , they search to steal
where they can and the publdc warehouses always are their good targets.
After robberies,they have to burm up to destroy clues. It is the cases
of a very great incendy -: on Hal Phong harbourg in North and many
public warehouses of fuel and medecines in South Vietnam.

, The communist administration went very far until the des« .-
truction of many cemeteries in Saigon City as the big Cimetery Mac Dinh
Chi by Burial Public Service to confiscate all the gold and precious
items in the graves.

So it is not astonished that communist administration is.abl
to retain the bones of the american soldiers died in Vietnam in exchan-
ge for money and and diplomatic relations with United States.

Such a regime which pratice largely corruption, stealing,
gamble with all kind of lotteries, and a systematic oppression over
the country ;, could not be able to bring HAPPINESS to the people and
must be destroyed by the people sooner or later .

But in our jails, the communist cadgs always repeated :
" To love your country is to love communism . Therefore , if you don't
love communism, you are traitor to your country ".

They also emphasized :

" The only great problem must be solved clearly is WHO HAS
WON between CAPITALISM and COMMUNISM because you have no other alter-

native ".

On these words of warning repeated everytime by communist
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communist cadres, I should like to end my lecture.

But one last word to you : " Never forget the method of
World domination by Communist Expansionism. LENINE said : You must
always try out with your bayonet , if you find mud, stick ahead. If

you find steel, pull out ".

The days before yesterday, it was VIET NAM and ANGOLA

Yesterday, NICARAGUA. To day , EL SALVADOR. In 1980's, the consoli-
dation of a Soviet Union in Indochina. In 1990's, the creation of a
Soviet Union in South East Asia. Where will be the next? Time will
tell,

Fortunately, Marxist GRANADA was disarmed by American
Forces . If not, the spot of communist oil will spread quickly
on CaribbeanNations which are not too far from The United States.
And you would see not only Indochinese boat-people as myself, but
the Salvadorian foot-people refugees will be here,

Please remenber that there is no legitimate self defense
which does not require a little sacrifice.

I am not a hawk and never I could be one.

I was a Paris trained lawyer who had 20 years of practice
in Saigon. .
I do not know to use weapons til#tovday.
And I come here to day to speak to you , " The Club of
STUDENTS FOR BETTER GOVERNMENT ", it is not for my own interest, but
for you. Because I have already lost my native country, and you, you
have a very good life in a free Nation.

You must keep in mind the Key Word " FREEDOM ".

I always hope I can stay here with you in United States as
long as possible in a good friendship and never and never, you will
have to suffer as ?ﬁm now.

" God bless us ! "

Thank you very much for your kind attention .

_—

NGUYEN VAN LOC
Former Prime Minister of The Republic of VH
Former Attorney at Law
Former President of CAO DAI UNIVERSITY

-



C Henid IntniTrmal

I
' |
‘ . Paged

Former ane _Wter of Sﬁgon -

. Flees by Seq, Reaches Singapore

. Rewsers .
SINGAPORE — A former prime
minister of South Vietnam, now a
refugee here awaiting resettlement,
said Tuesday he had to abandon

- his wife and baby as he fled his

homeland 1 a flimsy wooden craft

.. under cover of darkness.

Nguyen Van Loc, 62, prime min-

. ister wn 1967-68, said that he made

the escape May 10 after hidin
amig for nearly 1

- with his f

months south of Ho Chi Minh

. City, formerly Saigon. Mr. Loc,

with 32 others, was picked yp by a

. French ship May 12.

It was hus 14th attempt at flight

money to keep their departure a se-
cret, stopped them from taking a
rowing boat to the refugee craft.

He said he was confident that his
wife and child would get out of
Vietnam in the near future. Mr.
Loc said his wife had saved the
money for the trip while he was at
a labor camp near Hanoi. He had
been there for fouﬁ years before
being released. '

“I nearly died in the labor camp
where 1 was kept with about 1,500
others on a“near starvation diet.
... They allowed me to retumn to
Saigon in 1980 only' after they felt
that 1 was dying,” he said.

but his wife and 1l-month-old.~" Mr. Loc said two or three people
. child could not join him as planned died of malnutrition or diseage eve-

~ because  fishermen, domg-ndmgnry week gt the

i addicr o ok,
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- Why US
- to.accept! |

offe#ed :

-former Viet PM

'THE United ‘States has

offereg to regettie former:

South Vietnamese Prime
Minister.Nguyen Van Loc,
now at_the Hawkins Road
refugee camp, in America
because ‘of the time he
hag spent in re-education
camps as a result of his
past’ association with the
US administration. ' . i..:

Mr Loc, whqg wil] be 81
in August, was arrested in
South Vietnam. goon aften
the commuynist takegver
in 1975. Ty e,

He spent five years in

‘re-education camps anad.

another year under house

" arrest bhefore . fleeing by
* boat last month with 32

others.

. ““Because of his age, the
length of time-he speat in
re-education camps — In
part because he was
working clogely with high-

ranking US officials in
Vietnam — we have offer-
ed him' reseftlement and
he has accepted,”” Mr
Danijel Sullivan said here
yesterday. ' .
Mr Sullivan is the US
refugee .co-ordinator for
Indonesia and Singapore

-and was responsible for

presenting Mr Loc’s case
tp Washingtoq. b

Mr Loc would normally
not have qualified for
entry into the US because
France has guaranteed
resettlement far him and

the 32 others who arrived. "

here after being gi_cked u
by the French vessel,
valler Valbelle. .
Mr Loc, who is likely to
leave for the US in a
month, has said he wants
to joint anti-communist
groups in the US.

©® Brainwashed: Sectign
%, Page Ope. — -

v
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© Saigon
- PM here
asa M9
refugee

A FORMER South Viet-
namese prime minister
was among & boatload
of refugees which ar-
rived here, a senior
United Nations refugee
official told Reuters
'yeslerday.

Mr Nguyen Van Loc,
;l(’)ho was Prime Minister
T seven months in
196768, told the Singa-
ﬁ)l‘e office of the United
atons High Commis-
sioner for Refugees that
he managed to0 escape
from a port in seuthern
Viemam at his i4th ai-
tempt.
Mr Loc, 62, arrived
with 32 other boat
ELEi on Maﬁ (}3 after
n picke by a
Frencﬁ cargo ship. y

Guarantee

" France had given -
iua.rantee to reseitle Mr
o0Cc and the others

Singapore UNHCR
representative Sh ;
i ‘Tharoor saig, ashi

» . Mr Loc left Ho Chi
i Mioh City (formerly
_.moll) Six months agn '

bad --since bogs
o e i
unis omela
i Mr Tharoor said " "%
|-, All the Viemamese, !
including Mr Loc, are in '
the Hawkins Road refu-
Eee_cam » which is
ousing people.
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Wang - enemigs i the KMT.

officials losing their jobs but not their ties
with Chiang. Onc example was the 1978
demotivn of Lee Huan, also an old friend
and somcone who, like Wang, was some-
times called the xcond most- powcrful
man on the island. -+ = . L
Lce. who in quick succtssion Iosl his posts
Js head of the department of organi-
sational affairs in the KMT, head of the
China Youth Corps and of a party cadre
traming school, tovk the blame for elec-
twon-time riots in Chungli in 1977 and for
the KMT's poor showing in the elections.
Dospite his demotion io president of Sun
Yat-sen University in Kaohsiung, Lee re-
portedly still sces the president regularly.,
Althuugh Wang's decline is not trace-
ablc to any single event, it may have been
duc to an accumulation of too much
power As one analyst said, itisdangerous
to becume too strong a No. 2 figure in
Chinese politics of any colour. Wang, who
is 4 somewhat shadowy figure, also sulfers
frum 2 severe image problem. He sym-
bolises the hardline military-security fac-
tion and 1s onc of the most feared people
in the country. Reviled by businessmen
and intclicctuals, Wang has also made
encmies in the KMT and the mililary be-

fles.

Cutting deg down tc size may also re-
flcct an attemipt to locsen his grip on
puwer before the Chiang era ends. While
few analysts wee Wang as a serious conten-
der fur the pust of president, many do fear
he may play a role as kingmaker. One im-
punderable factor in the demotion is
Wang's health: he is rumourcd o have
cancer

Perhaps the writing was on lhc wall in
late Apnl when Chiang ordered the im-
mediate disbanding of an influential, sec-
rct policymaking group chaired by Wang.
The group, which included representa-
tives from ministries, the KMT plus mili-
tary and security agencies, met on a fre-
quent basis to tuke swift action on pressing
twues. particularly regarding  relations
with the mainland. According to sources,
the group threw s weght around too
much and symbolised Wang's interference
i the government. a

18

cause of his influence over pcrsonncl shuf-

REFUGEES

14th time lucky

A former South Vietnamese premier arrives by boat
In Singapore and will seek asylum in the US

By V. G. Kulkarni
Singapore: A former prime minister of
South Vietnam arrived in Singapore in a
fishing boat with 32 other refugees from
Victnam on May 13. Nguyen Van Loc,
who was prime minister for seven months
during 1967-68, said in an interview that
he had been trying 1o escape since
November 1981 this was his 14th attempt.
Loc, aged 60. the first prime minister of
the Nguyen Van Thicu regime to have be-
come a boat person from Vicinam. was
rescued along with four women, six child-
ren and 21 men by a French merchant
ship in the South China Sea. -

Under arrangements made by the Umlv
ed Nations High Commissioner for Re-
fugees (UNHCR) with the Singapore
Government and some Western coun-
tries, Victnamese boat people are nor-
mally guarantced rescttlement in the
countries to which the rescue ship be-
tongs. In the casc of ships with flags of con-
venience, the UNHCR arranges for reset-
tlement elsew here before the refugees are
allowed into Singapore’s single refugee
camp. Without such arrungements. Sir&
pore does not accept refugees.

Thus Loc, who is a staunch anti-com-
munist, is assurcd of entry into France.
But he said he intends to go to the United
States to organise political and military
suﬂ)in 1o fight against the Hanoi regime.

was to have become the running
male of former air marshal Nguyen Cao
Ky in the gresidcnlial clection of Sep-
tember 1967. But Ky was chosen as the
vncc-ﬁrcsidcnlial candidate of Thicu. and

ad to settle for an appointment as
Thicu's chief election campaign coor-
dinator. Loc was rewarded with the
premiership after the clection, but he
resigned in June 1968 in the aftermath of
the communist Tet offensive, taking re-
sponsibility for the failures of the Thieu
government's forces.

*We lost the battle for the south in 1968
itself,” Loc recalked in Singapore, “be-
cause the communist onslaught in two
stages shook all the provinces in the south.
By 1975 the communists had to push only
in a few chosen arcus to gain total vie-
tory.” Loc stated that his resignation also

- } had a lot to do with political differences

between Thicu and Ky.
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A fCImIIICII‘ refram

Prem sets out his new govemment' lic
leaves the door open for posslble rnil

By John McBeth - -

Bangkok: The distinctive thread of mili-
tary thinking runs through the statement
Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanond re-
cently delivered to parliament outlining
the policies of his newly formed govern-
ment. Indeed, it could be argued that the
statement  effcctively  institutionalises
prime ministerial order No. 66/2523. an
enlightened pronouncement issucd in
1980. which piaced politics ahecad of mili-
tary action in combating communist in-
surgency and which also laid down
guidelines for strengthening the country’s
pelitical and social F :

Minister in the anc Ministet's Office
Kamol Thongthammachart is understood
to have been the chief architect of Prem’s
new policy document. Kamol is one of 10
appointecs in the H-member cabinet cho-
sen by Prem irrespective of party affilia-
tion. He was apparently thus selected to
avoid diftferences of opunon and cmphasis
amony the four partics making up the rul-
ing coahtion. Kamol, former dean of
Chutalonghorn Unncersity's political sci-

—_ and
tary influence
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ence facully, served as the premier’s per-
sonal adviser on foreign policy befare
being given his current portfolio.

- The statement did not require a vote of

confidence, but the oppasition Chart Thai
party —still smarting over its failure to se-
cure a place in the government benches —
staged a mass walkout after party keader
and former depuly premicr Pramarn
Adireksarn complained that MPs had only
been given a day to absorb it. Chart Thai
represcntatives left the chamber shortly
before Prem rose 1o make his prcscn(n-
tion, .
Pcrhaps the mosl significant paragraph
is one in the section dealing with politics
and administration which says: "The
armed forces will play an imporiant role in
the defence of the country, national inde-
pendence and the democratic sysiem
under the monarchy.” The last phrase is
scen by analysts as aclearsign of the legiti-
macy now being given to the army’s future
involvement in the political process.

Linkage to order No. 662523 appearsina
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Out ol government, Loc went in 1969 1o
France, where he stil owns property and
has two sons who have since married
French ciizens By 1970 he was back in
Saigon. to practise law. He fater founded
Cao Dai University in Tay Ninh. Essen-
tially a synthesis of Buddhism, Christian-
iy and the teachings of Confucius and
Lao-1ze, the Cao Dai sect, which had a fol-
lowing of some 2 million until the mid-
1970s, was anti-colonial as well as anti-
communmist.

Although by carly 1975 a communist
lahcover was clearly imminent, Loc
claimed he remained as rector of the uni-
venity because he wanted to conduct the
final examinations of the graduating class.
He was arrested in August 1975 and kept
in police custody before being moved. (o
an mternment camp on the outskirts of Ho
Chi Minh City i March 1976. By August
of that year he and some 400 other high-
ranking officials of the old regime were
flown to another prison camp ncar Hanoi
where Loc was to stay for the next four
years. ..

fter interrogation, Loc was sent to Ho

ChiMinh CityinJune 1980, butwas kept
under house survetllance for more than a
yecar By November 981 he had disap-
peared and had begua arranging his es-
cape He farled 13 times before this final
attempt, paying thyee taels of gold (at
today's price, about US$1 500) for each
aborted boat tnip. = ~ .-

Loc sad Cao Dai Umversny, hke aH
other private and religious institutions of

Pl ,_.,...2!.-. :
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LacmSmgapom 1mustcaﬂyan thestruggla'

higher learning, has been closed, but
many teachers have been given jobs in
state-run schools. L.oc added that all the
education ministers of the pre-communist
regimes of the south have been rehabili-
tated. Loc's brother, Nguyen Van
Truong, who was education minister
under two administrations in the 1960s, is
now a university professor under the
Hanoi regime.

Explaining his desire to g0 1o the Us,
where he also has relatives, Loc said: “If 1
wanted a cushy life 1 could easily go to
France and settle down with my sons. But

by religion 1 am anti-communist.- I must
carry on the struggle, and the US is the
best place.” p
Loc held a high-ranking position in the
Cao Daisect, which is organised along the
lines of the Roman Catholic Church, com-
plete with a Holy See of its own in Tay
Ninh — he was the equivalent of a cardi-
nal. he said. Loc said he was aware that
support for the Vietnamese anti-com-
munist cause had dwindled in the US, but
he wanted to tecam up with Ky's and other

America against Hanoi. - "}

expatriate Vietnamese groups in North ,g\,

succeeding  sentence  stating the gov-
erament uitends “to place politics before ,,
mibitary [force] in the fight against com-
niunist insurgency and (o create solidarity
amung the peuple and to gather all Thai
people with divergent views to help deve-
lop the country.”

In the first of two white papers issued at
the nme the army was openly supporting
constitutional amendments seeking to
preserve the legislative powers of the ap-
povated upper house and allow military
and avibian officials 10 hold cabinet posts,
semot brass pointed out that the order
gave the military the duty of becoming ac-
tively involved in politics. The amend-
menly were subsequently defeated in a
parllamentary vole, bul political obser-
vers believe it will be only a matter of time
before they are re-introduced and some
ufficers have even said as much.

Anmh:r interesting passage in the state-
ment expresses a determination o
promuote the estabhishment of a political
party system and other pohuical institu-
nons conduaive te the development of
demoracy 1t says the government will
suppert luller participation an poh-
By and will "tuke eveny step possible 1o
vieate conlidence and faith in the par-

Camonldany systomoas 4 means of solving
peotiems and 0! building national
Wty

A sl oty the connection drawn |
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security, feel this again reflects army at-
titudes. Influential officers have been
strongly critical of the calibre of many
MPs and the way they are scen to repre-
sent vested interests rather than their elec-
torates. Given the extent of vote-buying
and influence-peddiing in Thai clections,
it could be consndcred a convmcmg argu-
ment.

In line with the aim of mplanung a
greater understanding of the democratic
system, the government also pledges to
bring about reforms in the administrative
system to make it more responsive. [i dis-
cusses decentralisdtion of power and the
need to upgrade local administration, fac-
tors widely recognised as important to
cconomic growth, and it talks of an “un-
swerving determination™ to upgrade living
standards, eliminate poverty and create
more job opportunities.

The document as a whole represents a
conscious commitment to remove the con-
ditions under which communist insur-
geney and internal unrest are permitted to
grow. an acknowledgment that though the
government may have the Communist
Party of Thailand contained, if not
beaten, 1t does not intend to rest on s
Jaurels.

For the moment, however, these are
only words and Prem has studiously —
and winely — avoided sctting the sort of
deadlines for achievement of targets that
his predecessors have tended to tavour !
gt short-term pupulanty. T

Taking
the bhait

Special Branch officers
arrest a Soviet ofticial
with classiﬂed documents

L

Bangkok: h had all the hallmarks of a
carefully planned set-up, but as onc Asian
diplomat put it: “1t’s the fish which opens
its mouth that gets caught.” Soviet trade
official Viktor Barychev was properly
hooked when he emerged from a Banghok
hotel coffee-shop on May 19 carrying
some embarrassing bait in his pocket:
documents containing classified informa-
tion on Thai military installations along
the¢ Cambodian border.

Detained by waiting Special Branch
agents, Barychev was seen aboard an Air
Vietnam flight to Hanoi the day following
his arrest after being given 48 houn to
leave the country. ltwas the first public es-
pionage scandal to hit Thailand since 1971
and followed the cxpulsions of tive alleged
Soviet agents from Singapore. Malaysia
and Indonesia over the past 18 maonths,
Thai authorities identficd Banvchey, 47,
as a heuwtenant-coloned in the GRU' the
Soviet mihitany ntelhgence ageney, and
clarmed they had kept watch on his ac
thvties sinee he armnved wath his wite and

-
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ON THE night of May 9 in the coastal town
of Baria, about 100 km north-east-of Ho
Chi Minh City, Nguyen Van Loc had exact-
ly 30 minutes to prepare for his 14th at-
tempt to flee from Vietnam. ol

His 40-year-old wife and 11-month-0ld daugh-
ler were with him. For each atiempt 1o escape
communist yule, they had 10 pay two or three

“tacls of pold each. After 10 tries, they had run

out of family gold and were now relying on
friends.

“That night, I was staying with a lx:fend in.

Baria,” the Glyear-old Loc recounted. “'Just
afier dinner, a friend said there was to be a
departure that night. If 1 wanted to Jeave, 1 had
10 be ready in 30 minutes.” It was then 8 p.m.

He was 10 join the 12-mewre-long fishing boat,
moored at the waterfront, immediately. By mid-
night,-it would bx some distance from shore.

His wife and baby would join him then,
along with other women and children because
crying babjes were a problem. They would come
on board by a sampan powered by a small
outbward motor.

*l left as 1 was, wearing a short-sleeved
catton shirt, a pair of trousers and plastic flip-
fiops. The guide brought me 10 the ‘agent’. They
put me immediately in the hold.

*1 waited there till next morning. When we

set sail at 10 a.m., J still hadn't realised that my-

wife and daughier had not joined us. They told
me only much later,” Loc said.

. Yes, he would have pone back for them, he
said, but he knew it would have been impossible.
Others on the boat would have stopped him.

The following night, the boat's engine broke

It

A= Nguyen Van Loc ... he did pot.know thst his

down, followed by the gear box and the pumps.
Water started secping in, Loc and the 32 others
on board scoppeditup with pails.

*“There was very.little drinking water left,
the food supplies were shrinking and we were
quite sure of sinking that night.”” As on the other
occasions when he came close to death, his

" thoughts were of God.

They were saved that night by a French
ship, Chevalier Valbelle.

Al the Hawkins Road refugee camp last
week, Loc showed me his “Lberation certifi-

‘cate”, dated May 23, 1880, and signed by the

3

head of the Nam Ha re-education camp in
Hanam Ninh province, about 70 km from Hanoi.

=
wile and dsoghler were pot un bure the b
and that he had been !
re-education class each
" Loc was ] !
release from the camp.
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“a»]erage" in his
156 ajrrest on his
wout @ year, he had
rning at the neigb-

bourhood | °Zi’3§£{,‘2'fas notebook, which
recugrded Ew?erybody be 'en 3nd everything

he had done 1hat week.
. A major pari of th!

| evolution of his thougl®
opinions and comshent
From the moment
arrest in November

, escaping from various
was Loc's secon!
months pregnact whe

's record was “‘the
h comprised his
ss articles.
freed trom house
1 prd his wife tred
7 Lhe counu—y.u'fhis
ynd she was three
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brought his former colleagues out of Vietnam?

10 sre-educaterchim in
pecial canips. He say
brainwashing'sessions

compromise candidate 1o].iowing rivalry between -
the two generals, Nguyen Van Thieu and Nguyen

Cao Ky. X

He resigned nearly seven months later, un-
able to accept preliminary American negotia-
tions with North Vietnam over the fate of the
south.

Following the comrmunist-led Tel offensive in
February 1908, he believed the communistis want-
ed to gain time by stalling negotiations so that
they could win more of the battleground. .

He gave up a palatial residence, in which he
had been served by 50 people and guarded by 20
police officers and 100 soldiers.

In 1971, after being converted to Caodaism
{a popular religious sect which appointed its
leaders through spiritual rites), Loc founded the
Cao Dai University in Tay Minh, 100 km north of
Saigon. As rector, be stayed through the April of
1975 10 sign diplomas for his 1,500 students.

Why did he not go on the US airlift that

In Vietnamese, it said his crime was to have flep, . - .
been prime inister of the former regime. His Loc was Prime mdlsggsuthH Vl:};?r:
collabaration with the formoer leaders amounted  grom Nov 1, 1961, fo L‘ 1968. 'j‘] as a
to a crime of treason. successful 45-ygar—old i z: ut‘;:!;?:g (‘90 aunv

1t certificd him as having completed the Vul.*lt:llac:;ﬁe e'h:: J;‘:‘ ywas chsen as a
necessary !orced. labour in re-education camps,  pol party I
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*‘Because the others in the Cao Dai sect
chose 10 stay and it would have weighed heavily
on my conscience,” Loc replied guietly.

On April 30, South Vietnam surrendered to
the communists.

About four months later, Loc was detained in
a cell at the Rue Votanh premises of the former
Special Branch of the South Viemnamese police.

Daily, he woke at 5 a.m. when the cell was
opened for detainees to go to the toilets, Break-

* fast was brought in a small dish — boiled rice,

and either bland soup with vegetables or three
bananas.

The same meal was repealed at 4 pm., and

although the lights went out at 6 p.m., he could
not sleep because of jarring music from the cell
guards. He spoke to no one but his celimate,
Nguyen Xuan QOarh, a former deputy prime
minister. ~

Loc suffered an attack of vertigo alter three
months and lost consciousness briefly. There
were no doctors but the guards gave him some
tablets.

There were three interrogation sessions,

each spaced two months apart. He said he was

hit during one, when the interrogator said he
‘had been a “valet’ of the Americans and Loc
retorted that he in turn was the Soviets’ lackey.

Each interrogator asked him the same gues-

tions. What did he do as Prime Minister? What
were his activities as a Caodaiste? What did he
do at the university in Tay Minh?

Loc was eventually sent to a re-education
camp in Thu Duc, a suburb 12 km north of Ho

Chi Minb City. The camp was once a women’s

prison, Loc was driven there alone.
The detainees were divided imw four groups

- "t % SeePage Seven
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United Statec Department of State

itk__,f‘ Rashington. D.C. 20520

Mr. Roger P. Winter, Director

United States Committee for Refugees
815 Fifteenth Street, N.W., Suite 610
Washington, D.C. 20005

Dear Mr. Winter:

Thank you for your letter of July 3. I have read it and the
enclosures with interest, and I have discussed the issues
involved with colleagues in the Bureau for Refugee Programs.
This also responds to your letter to the President of July 23,
which was referred to the Department of State for reply.

As I believe you are aware, we have made absolutely clear to
Vietnam, both directly and through the UNBCR, that the United
States is prepared to receive past and present "re-education
camp® political prisoners, as well as more Asian-Americans and
a continuing large number of family reunification cases,
through the UNHCR's Orderly Departure Program.

Indeed, at the UNHCR-sponsored meeting on the Orderly Departure
Program in Geneva in October 1983, the United States
representative submitted to the Vietnamese Vice Poreign
Minister a list of almost 2,000 special humanitarian cases,
including names of political prisoners and their families and
regquested their immediate release. Since that time we have
repeatedly urged the Vietnamese to begin releasing prisoners.

We continue to hope that the Vietnamese authorities will allow
the International Committee of the Red Cross access to the
*re-education camp® prisoners. This access would not only
ascertain their total number and identity but also, of egual
importance, could hopefully lead to the Vietnamese improving
the deplorable conditions in these prisons. On the basis of
such a reliable census of the prison population, we would be
able to submit to Vietnam a list of prisoners (and their
families) of special humanitarian interest to the United
States. Although we have not made Red Cross inspection of the
prisons a pre-condition for our resettling political prisoners,
we continue to believe that it is a humane and important first
step to a regularized program,
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The Vietnamese are fully aware of our willingness -- indeed,
our eagerness =-- to expand the Orderly Departure Program to
accommodate these "re-education camp® prisoners. We are
continuing to explore ways of persuading the Vietnamese
authorities to cooperate with the international community in
making prisoners and their families available for resettle-
ment. We have communicated directly, through other governments
and through international organizations., If the Vietnamese
avthorities would demonstrate a willingness to meet our
reasonable procedural needs -- as they have done and are doing
for the thousands of other persons they have allowed to leave
under the UNRCR Orderly Departure Program -- we are confident
that the Congress will readily authorize as many admission
numbers as we need.

Securing the release of these political prisoners, who are
being persecuted and cruelly punished in Vietnamese prisons
because of their past association with the United States, is
one of the foremost goals of the U.S. refugee program. It is
for this reason that we appreciate your interest and support in
persuading the Vietnamese to begin freeing those who would be
eligible for resettlement in the United States.

Sincerely,

Paul D. Wolfowitz
Assistant Secretary of State
for East Asian and Pacific Affairs
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Informing the public since 1958 July 23, 1984

President Ronald Reagan

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20006

Dear Mr., President:

There are men and women in prison in Vietnam because they are identified with
the United States role in that country prior to 1975. In many cases these
political prisoners have been incarcerated for over nine years, yet the
government you head has done little to obtain their release. Our nation's
limited initiatives on their behalf have been indecisive and shallow. We hope
you will intervene and precipitate a breakthrough in this tragedy.

For two years representatives of the government of the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam have publically indicated they would release persons in reeducation
camps in Vietnam if the United States would take them. It is estimated that
the number involved who would be "of interest”™ to the United States is about
9,000. Recent discussions with Vietnamese authorities by knowledgeable
Americans yield the judgement that the Vietnamese offer is real.

We urge you to break through the impotence that has characterized U.S.
actions on this metter. Within the next two weeks your Administration will be
consulting with the Congress to determine the number of refugees to be admitted
to the United States in FY 1985. We believe that the Administration proposal to
the Congress should include a dedicated set of admissions numbers, over and
above those provided in connection with existing refugee admissions efforts, to
demonstrate our resolve to rescue these particular persons. It seems clear that
the Congress would support such a proposal.

Mr. President, it also seems clear that without your intervention men and
women who were "with us” in Vietnam will soon reach their tenth anniversary in
prison. We urge you to keep faith with them now and to move unambiguously to
obtain their release.

Sincerely,

—{lag*

Roger P, Winter
Director

RPW/gl

USCR is a program of the American Council for Nationalities Service





