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Introduction

{by Chris Wallace)
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CHAPTER ONE: BHefore the White House

Marncy Reagan:

When I was four. my mother left me in
Eethesda., Marvliand, and went off tourinog. She
had to. She had to earn a living and she
couldn®*t take me towring all over the country
with her. When she would get a slay that‘wan
for a while in New York, then I'd go to New
York and be with her. But the times in
Bethesda with myv aunt and uncle and my cousin

Charlotte were very hapoy times. I have

pictures of us on the Fourth of July with

Girnger, cur wirehaired terrior., and a bike all
A ov ;

decorated with the Fowrth. Charlotte and I put

Faurth of July costumes Dﬂ}”ﬂhd it was happy)

gxcept that I missed my mother.

It was a real ache. My aunt and uncle
were nice, but vouwr mother is your mother and
nobhody cam Fil that spot. It was hard on me
arnd it was hard on her.

I went to New York once on one of those

times when I could visit her and stay with

her. She was in a oplay. I've forpotten what it

Y a



was. But it was a olay in which they were very Q{;h
mean to her——oh. they were awful to her. And 1 U("Iiz
gt so upset that, sitting up there iwm a box,
watchino, I bepgan to ory. I puess I created
auite a commotion. Ther, whew I went
wckstape, I wouldn®t talk to anvbody because
they'd been mearn to my mother. And mother had
to finmally take me aside and say, "Nancy. it’s
ust make:believe. Thev!re really nice. That
was all ust maké:believe. Theyvy don’t really
feel that way about me.”

Another time I visited myv real father
and he locked me in a bathroom. I'm sure that
afterwards he felt badly about, well, lots of
things that had happered. 1 was always
reluctant to talk about it whern he was alive
because there was no point in hurting him. But
this was a visit and I remember somethirng had
been said about my mother that I didm’t like.
We oot into an argument and I was locked in
the bathroom. Ever since then I can’t stand a
locked door.

My stepmother, his wife, was a nice
woman and she came and ot me ocut. But when we
were ﬁirst married, I remember my husband was
poing to lock a door and I wouldn®t let him

ard he never knew this story. I said, "No,
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nlease, I don’t want the door locked.” And he
conldn?t understand why, and then I told him ?5
the storv.

It wasn’t all marvelous for a little
girl. But there were nice times, too. My aunt
ard uncle were darling people, and so was my
cousin. But I didn’t have myv mother.

When finally we were together., mavbe I
aporeciated it more than if that hadn’t
hapoered to me. And it's always beern difficult
for me to understand how children could turn
apainst their mother or be separated from
their mother voluntarilly. I.never could
urnderstand that, particularly during the
sixties when all the turmoil and so on between
parents and childrewn begarn. 1 had a hard time
understanding that. For all those others who
had their mothers, I wanted to sav to them.
"You’®re so lucky, voulre just sa lucky, yvou®ve
had all those wonderful years that I never
had. "

When my mother met Laval Davis and
brought me to Chicapo, it was like the hapoy
ending to a fairy tale. She came to Bethesda
to tell me that she’d met this wonderful man
armd she wanted to marry him but she waouldn’t
marry him uarnless it was all ripght with me. And

I often think, what inm the world would have

un
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happered if I had said na? I think she would
have notteri arcund it samehmw,‘but I said,
ves, of course, and we went to Chicago. And I
really couldn’t have asked for a mare

onderful father. He was a hard act to follow,

put I think. with my husband, I followed it
pretty well.

I graduated from callege at a time when
a lot of Smith graduates were getting married.
I had oecole say ta me afterwards, "You krnow,
the rest of us staved back there in Chicago
arnd oot married and had children and settled
down. And you didn’t and you went off to New
York and Hollywood and to making movies and
doing olays. "

I hadn’t found a man I wanted to marrv.
And I couldn’t sit in Chicapo and do nothing.
I staved with mother until my father went
aoverseas and I staved with mother for almost a
year. And then, when he came back, I left
Chicago. I hadn't found the right guy. Gnd sao,
vou do something, and acting was the only
thing I knew. I mean, 1'd been raised around
it. Whatever vou do, you want to do as well as
you can and acccmolish as much as you car.
That was inside me.

I liked acting. Not enouph to keep on
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after I was married, but I liked it. It was :5
fun and I met scme oreat pecnle. I met my
husband that wav.

I think I was pretty good. The first
mavie that really kicked it @ff was "The Next
Voice You Hear.” 1 was sent to New York for a
prombtian touwr. I remember goiwmpg to Radio City
arnd takirng a pic#ure af the marauee with my

ot
name uo on themerooee and, oh, I was
impressed. But I think my favorite picture was
one with Ray Milland gnd Johrrmy Hodiak, "Night
Into Morning. " I liked that picture the best.

There wasn’t any biag décisiah I had to
make afber—iTOot mmarried.- after I knew I was
goirg to be married. For me., the real
fulfillment came with marviapge, a home and
children =f my own. That was completino the
whale thing for me. And I had the best of two
worlds., I°d had a career that I was happy in
and fairly successful in and I had the
marriage. I can't say to somebody else, "You
should do it my wav." I krnow what made ne
happy and when I say, my life bepan then,
that's what I thoupght. Maybe that’s not true

for somebodv else but it was for me. "

Richard Davis Dr. Richard Davis, Mrs.

Reagan's stepbrother. was a

R e T ersemom o e ey e -



bov when Nancy came to live
with the Davis family in

Chicano.

.Dur childhaod together dates back to the
193@é arnd 194@% whern we were growing up 1n
Chicago. We were particularly blessed with two
splendid parents, who were devoted to one
arncther and fu us. We had a very stable home.
We had the wopportunity for an educatiowm. And
we had some wonderful young friends.

My first memory aof Nancy was orobably

when she was in the third or fourth prade. In

those days., she wore a school uniform, a tunic.

)

.aﬁg knee socks and a beret. At the bemirming
of the school year, my father and I would walk
her to the corrner of the drive and get her off
to school. She had a bouncy gait, was very
vivéciaus, and was a haopy child. She would
speak to evervone on the way. With each steo,
this tunic which was tac short would sort of
pop up irn the air and weld see her bloonmers.
Father would say, "Richard, Nancy has onm those
dreadful midnight blue bloomers, doesn®t she?
Ard I would dutifully aoree. And thern he’d
say. with a big, broad smile, "Isn’t she just

the most wonderful child?

0016
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We plaved destveuctive games. We had one

ralled "Help, Murder, Police!" This was a verv ]
precaricus game. We'd both pet on the highest

piece of furniture and then JUMD'DH a sliding

stool. And this went on and}was very carefully

timed for Dad's veturn home. By that time, we

ware totally exhausted; feigred broken arms

and legs and, of course, the oreat suwrpeon had

to heal us. Thenm we went orn with the evernirng’s
activities.

I have some of the most pleasant
fﬁégggéigégég of the summers'we—spenﬁ5 We spent
two éummevs with mother and dad as guests of
Walter Huston arnd his wife in the San
Bernadino mountains. The days were filled with
a lot of outdoor activitv——hiking, riding,
swimming, termis. 0Of course, those were pre-—
television days. 52 we all entertaimed ore

aloud
ancther at night. Each of us read/from a novel

ot Somedimds
during the six weeks~7boe§§, Shakespeare. My
father invariably put us all to sleep and then
Walter Huston would say, "Well, that’s all
right, Loyal. I ﬁape yauw’re a better
neurosurgecn than an actor.” There were many,
many happy times during those summers. One
summer, we wrote, directed and actually

photoaraphed our own little play. Nancy playved

opoosite the ogreat Walter Huston. She had a
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bathing suit on and was wrapped in a very
elaborate sheet. At ore ooint, he said,

"Nancy, yau're doing this far too demurely. Be
more wicked and evil.” And NMarmcy locked at me.
I was photographing all this with a home movie
camera. Neither one of us krew what demure
meant. We found out later arne. But I think if
she ever made what we call today a career
decision about drama and the theater it was
probably back in thase really very terribly
happvy days in the 133@s.

She really adored Dr. Loyal, her new
father, so to speak. There was a oreat
relationship between the two of them}/ev9h
when she was small, which she carried on all
through her adult life. They were extremely
cloge. The family, the whole concept of the
family and the comraderie, the laughter, the
enjoyment of one another, has been extremely
important to her-—as a youngster and
throughout her adult life. |

Dad was an extaordinarilly devoted
persar, to his wife and to both of us. He was
a rock hard disciplinarian. When he asked
gither one of us to do something we always did
it tao the best of ouwr ability and we did it

promptly. He was extremely fair. He was never

12
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unreasornable. But he thought basically that g;
children with priviledoe should have

responsibility. And we were reminded, rnot

constantly, but often ercough that we had the

responsibility to be excellent and to strive, 4

e
A
was the key Tigure in Nancy’s life. Therels no

meet the challernpes, in anything we did.

guestion about that. She was very open with
dad. The day’s activities centered afﬁuﬂd the
dinner table. Some of the tobpics that Nancy
braought up as a yaungstef and as a tEEﬁagef
were really auite extraordinary. It wasn't
that infreauently that we diécussed the soul.
She asked him one night, I remember, what he
thought habpiness was. He said, "Nancy, the
amswer to happiness is almost 2, 50@0 years old
and it’s basically what the Greeks said. It's
the pursuit of excellence in all aspects of
cnel!s life.!" That's a very serious and heavy
arswer and I'm sure inm hindsight Nanmcy and I
wounld have a few things to add to that today.
Eut she was always very open with him. She

ol i A
scught his advice, and once she sauwght his
advicé: she followed it. Bhe was extremely
respect ful amd courtecus, and extremely
pleasant, rnot only with her peers but with
wlder pecople.

We were disciplirned. A principnle was

11
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expounded arnd thern the reasons for following
that oprinciple were explained. He rnever raised
his voice with Nahcy. He did with me
cocasiomally,

We were very close, particularly in the
summer time. Our educations were rather
stangered. Sometimes I was home and she was
away, but alwavs at Christmas and holidays we
were together.

Narcy was not at all politically minded.
I think she became politically aware when she
met the President in the early 19S@s in
California. We discussed all sorts of
pxlitical issues at home, but I don’t think
Narncy was thét deeply concerned about
pxlitics. Her love was the theater.

I think there’s an element of truth in
the talk that dad was a sounding board at the
time the President was turning from Democcrat
tx Republicarn. He was a good listenef and he
also gave the twao of them advice.hperhaps he
heloed move the President off center in the
196ds when he decided to enter politics. f
think ultimately dad was a really peripheral
person in the whale mechanism of decision
makirg. She probably followed the same line of

thinkinmg that her father did, which was not

[y
3 T
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really along liberal lines.

Orne night, during a Christmas vacation,
she came home fyom collepe and said, "Dad, I
really have a heavy problem for the holidays.
I have to learm all these sonmnets by Keats and
Shelly." Dad loocked at her. The oproblem was
attacked directlz} §$~was—#a—bg/met head or.
She was sent upstairs for her Enmplish
literature book and broupght it downstairs and
the four of us learned parts of these sorrets.
He was very pleased with this pursuait of
excellence. I turned around and there was
Edith, an actress, of course; and she had
gotten up from the dinmer table and was doing
a little soft shoe number and dancing and had
thought up a little rhyme about Mr. Sheets and
Mr. HKelly (c;). This was the liphthearted side
of our home life and it was a gooed counter
balance between a very sericus and inmtent
father and & mother who had a really

wonmderful sense of humor.

53 PR
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CHAPRTER TWD: The Real Nancy

Nancy Reagan:

Im not going to be like anybody else.
Im going to be Nancy Reagan. I don't think
I"'m any different than I've always been. But
Luthéﬁﬁfanybady who doesn't grow in this
position ha; gat to be oretty dumb. I
certainly hooe I've grown. I think I have. 1
don’t know how vou could helﬁ but ogrow. You’re
exnosed to so many different thinogs, so many
different pecple, sco many different
experiences. In a way. evern the rnepative
things that all happened iw the begirming were
orabably part of a growth process. It widens
your whole life, your horizons.

I’m more self canfidegt, I think,
because, maybe, more people like me. If I

think people like me., I'm better.

William F. Buckley: Newspaper columnist and
TV host . William F.
Buckley and his wife Pat

are old friends of the
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Reagans.

There's a difference between self
confidence and being assertive. 1 think that
Nancy Reapan has always intentionally
cultivated two rales——one heﬁ'public-ﬂa}ejand
the other he#bprivaterﬂeéé: In private
surrcundings, she never has let her opinion be
kﬁéWﬂ. In public situations, she is
deferential. not in the sense that she feels
women should be subordinmant in public
circumstarnces, but because she feels that it's
her husband who has been elected. They’re two
personalities there.

She?s a wonderful friend. She will
really strugole to do you a kindrness o help
voau in anything that yvou want. I make it a
point rnot to ask powerful people for favors,
but if I thought that without upsettimp public
policy she could be helpful, I would simply
ask her. I don't doubt for a moment that she
wauld o out of her way to be abliging.

I recently saw her having dinmer with my
wife after an cperation, in my wife's bedroom.
That kind of thing isn?t dorme because of a
lack of concern.

Evervthing interests her; peeves, among

LR LY
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other things. She, like a lot of other pecole,

externalizes her frustrations by identifyirg lﬁ
them in conversation. And there?s a lot of

Just chat which I samétimes simply come uporn

walking into a roan and hear conversations at

my wife's end. 50 there’'s a lot of what I

would call relaxed bandiage.

She doesn’t like anvbody to oriticize
her husband. 1 think that she feels that in
the case of certain people, there's a sort of
transcendent bond that allows certain
liberties. Georpe Will, for instance, was at
the White House when we werevwatching "King
Lear" with Laurence Olivier. That morning he'd
written a very touph "anti-Reagan" piece. Sa
the relationship was very civil. On the other
harnd, there’s probably an interfacable part of
her memory that clocks these little thirmgs. I
witldn? t be surpriseq because she 1is the type.
My wife is the same way.

Rioclopgists tell you that in seven years,
we are completely renaovated biclagical arnimals
and it.is a continuing subject of scienmtific
inguiry the extent to which this biclogiecal
charnge, the life and death of individual
cells, affects your mind. I'm certain that if
I were a clinical psychologist and I spent ten

hours with her twenty years ago and ten houwrs

b L‘-j
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with her tomorvow, I7d say there's been a
charge. But it's true of everyore. I don’t see
any charnpe in her that reflects the fact of
her being First Lady. The changes that I
detect would be the changes that you waould
rormally detect in a woman who was twenty
vears older than she was back then.

The reasorn she looks adoringly at her
husband is because she adores him. The reasan
she is dressed chicly is because she dresses
chicly. The reason for her rather delicate
manvierisms is that that?’s the way she is. -Rrd
thaﬁisp$h£>*my;she—isiﬁhether she’s at a ball
or dressed in pajamas for breakfast in a beach

house. That’s Just simply the way she is.

Michael Reapgan: Michael Reapgan is the
adopted son of Ronald
Reagan and his first

wife, Jane Wyman.

I think it’s true that Narncy Reagan has
grown in confidence and has caome out more and
bécome move assertive and happier, to an
extent. I thinmk the first term for everybody
is rouwgh. You?’re learning so much. Just

learving to get around the White House in the
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first fouwr years is tough encugh. The only
place she hasr’t grown made my wife jealous.
Whern she went into the White House, she was a /é
size €. She’s now a size 4. And everybody
wants her dresses. ,
ﬂ¢?q+5 v~

I think it hurts Nancy to read/things
ggga&}&g—abcut her or about anybody in the
family because sometimes they don’t understand
the whole story or the whole drift of what was
going or, and so they’re writing stories or
saying things on television, not knowing all
the facts.

I've talked to dad about the same
situation whern I picked up the paper and read
something about me. I'11 just call dad and
say, "How can they say this?" Dad savs, “Just
dor? t o woery about it. Let it roll of f oyour
back." She is thinm skirmed, I think. She
absorbs all that. Maybe it rolls off dad’s
back; she's there and picks it up with a wheel
barrel.

She’s a one man woman. She lives, eats,
breathes for Romald Reagan. And she is
orohably one of the most carinmg people in the
world., And she :éééi& cares about family and
home life. I think pecole misiwterpret that
sometimes as a coldness and 1t really isn’t.

She’s just more caring than pecple readdy

o
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realize. It'’s too bad some don’t realize it as

nuch as they shaﬁld. : q
_ [

Bonita Wrather: Former actress Bonita
Granville Wrather and her
husbahd, Jack, are close,
lompgtime friends of the

Reapans.

I thirnk Nancy is a very special human
being. And I think she was badly maligred in
the early days in the White House by the
press. They didn?t kriow her. They didn't
understand her. One thing that’s always amazed
me-is that robody has ever realized what a
fantastic sense of humoyr she has. Her husband
has one, too, of course, but pecole don’t
recognize that about Nancy.

I don't think the media were willing to

’ “+hough
give her a chance in the begihhihgz d I
think they are row. trivk Pfecole realize
that she is a very warn, svympathetic human
being. I don't think people give'her credit
for how really intellipent she is, and always
has been.

Marmcy?s anything but frivolous. She’s

very level headed, she’'s very sincere, she's
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very down to earth, and why>5he seemnad

frivelous I don’t know. Aoain, I'm going to

blame it on the media. That very first vear in \%
the White House was a predty dreadful one. Not
ornly the loss of her father, Loyal Davig, but
that terrible attempted assassination. Her
nrief was private whew her husbarnd was
howveriwg between life amd death. Her grief was
orivate when her father died. But once her
husband recovered and they started going out,
every time they stepped out aof a car,
everytime they walked out of a door into the
open, imagirne the fear of being shat at. That
would inhibit anyone. I think that %irst year
was a very, very difficult one. fAud 1} would
b for arnyorne.

I think everyone is huwrt by criticism,
especially if it’s unfair. She’s a very
vulrnerable lady and shels very sensitive. _P—
thrirrk ghe responds tao comstructive criticism
very N;EI, but the unfair criticism hurt her
terribly. I just hope now that she’s toughened

up enouwgh to let unfair criticism voll of f her

back.

C. Z. Wick C.2. Wick is the son of
United States Information

Apgency Director Charles
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Z. Wick and his wife.
Mary Jane, old family [4

friends of the Reapans.

Narcy Reaparn has a terfific sense of
Humur, a terrific sense of style, is very
gpivirng, amd is very turned in to the world
around hey, willing to try new thirngs, hear
about mew things, interested in pecobple, and
fur to be with.

I think that the conservative
characterizations of Nancy Reagan have missed
the point of the person. She’s a very curiocus
person. She’'s a very aopen and interesting
persar, and not one to ignore the world arcund
her. The single most fun thing that
characterizes any family gathering of cur
families, o Just hanging out with her, is
humor. She laoves to laugh. She has a very
anick sense of humor, and practical jokes and
on—going family jokes are part of cur

relaticonshio.

Rov Reagan Ron Reagan, a former
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pited darcer turrned

Journalist, is the son of
President and Mrs. Reapan.
10

She's old fashioned in some ways. She
didrn’t orow up inm the sixties or anvthing.
She's fyrom ancther era. She does thinmk that
it’s better for my father to be out fraont
alove. She’s more comfortable that way. She’s
not comfortable in the limelight as much as in
the wings.

I guess shels a vary sensitive persan.
Bhe’s a very orivate person énd I think that’s
one reason why this has all been a little
toungh for her. She guards her privacy
Jealously, and doesn’t like intrusions inmto
that privacy. When they happewn, her thin skin
makes her react. It hurts her.

She can be a handful., I mean, she’s nat
always the easiesf person to get along with. I
aguess it’s because of that sensitivity. She's
a bit of a perfectionist. I don’t think I'd
want her to be my boss. I would puess she
could be demanding as a boss because of that
perfectionism.

She?s an irncredible phone person. Bhe’s
always on the phone, ever since [ was this

big. We had to get more line put in at home,
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to satisfy her.

Out at the ranch, mom does not get up at '
daybreak and po bareback ridivrg throuph the 1’
woads., She doesn?t man the tractor ar.
anything. She doesn't do the chainsaw, but she
pets out there and neatens up the woods and
stuff. I've seen her walk through woods and
there?’ll be dead twigs harnging and she'll get
uo there and kind of pull these off and kind
of get the whole place so it’s neat. She’s not
a big rider or a big cutdoors persoﬂsfSheLs—>
ot an athlete or anything like that, but she
can't help but éﬂgoy the ranch because my dad

enjovs it so much and she derives a lot of

nleasure from his enjoyment.

Maureen Reagan: Mawreen Reagan is the
daughter of President
Reagan and his first

wife, Jane Wyman.

She's exactly the same person she was
the day she walked into that White House. We
all grow, but inmside ourselves. The thinags
that we care about, ow families and our
friends arnd who we krnow and what we are, that

doesn’t change. 1 have been very upset at the

12
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idea that there is this new Nancy Reagan..lt’s

ot a ﬁéw Marcy Reagan. A more confident Nawncy

Reagari. A movre eloauent Nancy Reagan. But, ?—i
gmsh, I hope welre all more confident and more

eloguent as vears po by.

She’s got this cluset in the White
House, and norne of us are ever allowed to see
it. She sauirrels thirgs away in this closet. Lafﬂv
Fhings come out of it. When my husband moved
to Sacramentos, she said, "Does he rneed a
coffee maker?" I said, "Well, yeah, I think
g, ' Rummage, rummage, rummaoge. We heard this
sound, and all of a sudden, ﬁut comes a coffee
maker.

Narncy Reagarn was a career woman. She had
a very pood career 1in the motion picture
industry, arnd she pot married. After she was
married, she was offered ore =f the choice
televigion roles of all time, and turned it
down, saying, "No, I want to raise a family,
arnd I personally, carnnot do both. I know this
about myself, and I don’t want to take the
chavice of not being good at either by trying
to do two things that I don’t thinmk I can put
together. Her husbanmd did rnot erncourage her to
leavé her profession, s wes—bo. It was her
choiée to make. Inm fact, he was really guite

surprised.

i1
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Dop Wick: Doug Wick is (IDENTIFY)

I've krown Mancy Reapgan since I was a
kid. She's arn old family friend. I went to
gyammar school with her kids., I think she’s
orne of the great lunch dates in ngrica.'%”‘
#Hriwk She’s warm, smart, funny. —thrisk—stels—
a pooad friend. Needless to say, I like her,

I"EF?QR_ghe’s an unusual combination of

—

smarts, interesting, and a good listener. 7

. \
muc
thirri A lot of times people who have a3t to

[l

offer in one camp don't necessarily have a
foot inm the other, and she can do both. She’s
whe
one of those rare peaple T=t, if you see her
ir a large group of pecple, when you speak to
her, rs matter where you are or wha the group
is, her eyes never leave your face. Her trick
is that she alsce has that kind of anternna
So
where she krows everything else that’s poing
o im the voom while she’s talkivng to vau, but
she never does that kind of thing where you ~voFce
mw\(op’cii

see eyes Ogoing over your shoulder to see who

else is coming iv.

[y
I
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I don*t think she's comfortable befﬁg 1
the center of attenticon. I—$hink She's scomecne l‘{
whao'!s more of a watcher3 B rrre—astets a Pl So b wrs a
little bit move comfortable on the sidelines,
cbhservinp. She seems to have very little é%gffijf
about wanting to have everyorne loock at her.

T Cirs4 Lady s a~ _

?r%hiﬂk‘shE+s—aﬁ extemely complicated
wamar. When she first got into office, I don'®t
thirk pecole really understood her. She’s very
shy, and I-thinl that was misunderstocd as
maybe rnot carinmg or being aloof. As time has
gone or, pecple have gotten to know her and
understand her much better. in a furny way,
through that assassination attempt on her
husbarnd, they realized what & caring, deen,
feeling person she is.

She’s got unfailing instincts about
peanle, and I—%hiwk she’s someone whae you can
sit at a party with and she’ll krnow everything
that’s going on in that room, includivng the
kitchern. She can read someone from across the:
roon. She knows who likes them, and whao'’s
trying to work some scam on orne side or some
seam an the other. In that way, I know fe Hw Treside~t
ernmnously trusts her judoement.

I was workino on the movie, "Sophie's

Chaoire, " and part of my job was to loack for a

Saphie, and that's a blonde Polish woman, a
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tragic figure. I thought Mrs. Reaganm would be )‘S
a gowd candidate, so I called her amd asked

her if she was interested, and she said it

sounded like a pretty good job, but she had

this whole other thinmg in Washington, and

she’d have to see how she liked it. Seo, 1

bumped into her at the inauguration and she

came sweeping throuwgh with a gpiant entowraoe

and I was in the crowd somewhere and she

haopened to cateh my eye. She velled across

the room, "Keep Sophie on the back burner.®

Narncy Reyrolds: Nancy_Reynolds is a
former California
newswoman whaAworked o
the Reapans in Sacramento
and in the White House.
Now a Washington
consultant, she remains a

good friend.

She was wounded by the early oress
eriticism. It made her feel as if she were a
sitting duck. Btories were filled with
abszlute lies in many cases, very preiudicial,

reca

skawed stories. 1 cemsubar - seore—aFEFTeme—r —

ramambay the reporters extremely well. I

14
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remember some of them who.are famous authors
today writing scathing accomunts of their
interviews of Nancy Reapan. She was totally Q‘é
bewildered, very deeply hurt. She feels
herself that shé was pleasant and being hornest
and had invited them into her home. Some would
ther come out with something that was just so
totally of f the wall., IFfthirk éﬁe Was weary
armd it was nmot always easy to get her to do
irterviews. I think if yould been slapped or
stung a few tiﬁes, yould say, hey, I dan’t
reed this.

She's very furmy. It’s.something that
she shows privately to her friends and family.
She’s witty, very sensitive, very current on
eultural things as well as o publiec affairs.
She watches all the rnews broadcasts. Shels
well read. But she basically thinks of herself
as a private person. Her loyalty is legerndary.
A few weeks after Ronald Reagan became
governor, she was on arn airvolane guiﬂg to Los
Aripeles as she did every weekeﬁd and she was
zittirng in the front seat and behind her were
terr—pecpla, two men discussing Ronald Reagan's
budget. They were criticizing the governor
very loudly and you could see the steam
begirming to build. Before you know it, she

pushed her button and the seat slipped back
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and she turned arcund and said, "That’s my ),q
nusband yvou’re talking about and every bit of

the information that you two are excharnging is

wrong and incorvect. I would like the chance

to correct you." Those twoe men were so

sturred, they just sanmk about five inches down

in their seats. Their faces turved red and

that was the last ygtheard from them.

I think if pecple ask her if she feels
strongly about something, she certainly
expresses herself. I’ve heard her many timeé
disagree with the president and others. It’s
like everything else, you win some and you
lose some. And she’?s done both.

It?’s true that sometimes, as a
pgovernor’s wife, she would sit in the bathtub
arnd rant and rave at people in orivate. Those
af us who were on the staff could always tell
when she’d had a bad day, because she would be
i the bathtub having wonderful conversations
sayimg things to peopnle who she felt had been
coml and unfaiv and really mean spirited tao
her or to her husband or to her family. And it

was one of the ways she blew off steam.

Bheila Tate: Sheila Tate was Nancy

i6
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Reapan's White House
press secretary. %
2
She doesn’t like surprises. No one would
like ta read in the paper that they felt this
way or that way'about somathing when they
hadn’t beer comsulted about how they really
did feel.
She’s a perfectionist. If you have
failed to provide all the rnecessary
irnformation, them she’s not goirng to feel
secure about the event o the interview or
whatever she’s doing, soa sheAwili ask for more
information.
I don’t think it?'s a fair criticism that
she demarnds whewn she should ask. I think
that’s from people who are unfamiliar with her
way of doing things. Perhaps once they oot a
call and they were so flustered that they
stuttered and stammered.
Same say she gets along better with men
tharn with women. She never ignored me. She
cevrtainly had close men friends, but I think

she’s interested in everybody.

Lyrn Nofziger: Washington political
consultant Lyn Nofziper

served as President
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Reapan’s chief political

advisor throughout much 26‘

of his public career.

Everybody wants to leave tdedyr own mark
peliere

but I tHrirvk that she sees what she’s doing
p Foresrsd ewr

really as a way of assisting Bim, of building

hinm. We all have our own egos. But I don’t

think she?’s ever set out to have people

gcompare her to him, o anything like that.

Michael Deaver: Washington consultant
Michael Deaver was one of
President Reagan®’s three
principal White House
aides and is a longtime
friend and asscociate of

the Reapans.

She’s one of the most special pecole
that I've ever krnown in the world. She’s
gmart, she's strong, she is very intense. She
has a side to her that very few pecple know
about. And that is this very strong personal
loyalty to pamp{iﬁkegardless of who they are

Who' ve been oood to her.)

I remember when Caroclvn’s father died
\
18
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suddenly. He'd only been here three months.
She called me on the phone and said, "Why gC)
dow?t you bring the kids up to Camp David for
the weekend.” We pot to Camp David and she
took those two kids of mine who had just lost
their grandfather and made life wonderful for
a weekernd for them. She took them bowling, for
hot dops, bicycle riding, whatever they wanted
to do. That'’s the side of Marncy Reapanm ncbody
kriows about. In California, during the Vietwnam
War, once a week, sometimes twice a week,
without any press around, she’d gquietly go to
the veteran’s hoaspital and sit there and hold

vet's

azhand if-$fhey—had—a—hand—tefd arnd oo home and

call their mothers and ory with them and go
back the next week and do the same thing over
again. Bhe didn’t do it because she was trvinog
to change her public relations image. She was
dorng it because NMancy really cares about

peuple.

Stuart Spercer: Stuart Spencer is a
veteran Republican
Party strategist whao
served in the Reagan

presidential campaign.

I dom®t think pecple realize that she is

13

Y TR s S e s e e T A S e ST T et ™ T e T




a vulnerable person. There was an article in
har i @5
the Washington Star im the 1988 campaign. It '% (
was a cheao shot. That woman was devastated
for weeks. People talk about her being tough.
They talk about her being involvea in the
pracess. Thoase things are all true, but she’s
alsa a vulrnerable, sweet little personm. A lot
of her personal friends see that, but pecple

in the opolitical arerna don'it s 1%.

Donnie Radcliffe: Dormie Radcliffe is
a Washington Post
regorter who has
covered the Reagan
White House for

several years.

There is an element «f the uwnaporochable
about her. I would have hoped that after four
years, with this particular press corps who is
fallowing her every move, that there would be
some feeling of a rapport that has developed

SLpw 5
with uws. I don’t have that feeddivno. I still
feel that we can have ocur differences and
still have an understanding.

I mearn, we might encounter her in a

situation where she is walking towards a group
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of press she krnows, and there is rnot a glimmer
of recognitiocon in her eve about who we are.
The ﬁresident isn't that way. Sometimes he'll
give you a little 1lift of the eyebrow, or a
little wink. It doesn’t mean that we’ve
crossed each other’s lines or we?ve succumbed
toa each other?s charms, but it does mearn that
there is a humar aguality there that, with Mrs.
Reapan, 1is missinn.

I think she thinks that she’s been
burned by the press and therefore she’s wary.
I don®t know if she is really scared and I do
not necessarily suscribe to fhe view that she
is timid and shy. I don’t see Mrs. Reagan as
that at all. I think she's more aloxf and
controlled about what the outer Nahcg Reagan
is.

I would like to like her. I really don’t
krnow whether I like her o not. I don'’t
dislike her. I don’t krnow that I would think
of her as a claose friend. A—Tust oo |toacu
how I owould say thab—1 feel that therels a
certain detachment about her that makes it
sort of difficult to feel a closeness to her.
Now, she may be wonderful with her staff, but
that’s the sort of thing I don’t know ever
comes through to ordinary mortals. I still

feel there's a curtain there.

0042
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I would like to feel that she is a warm,
carimg person, that I could go to and talk
about substamtial things or concerns, but I

don®t krnow how that would ever be nossible.

= i = the president v

da feel that at least for the mo vl and

he are havirng a Frieng discussiorn, whether

you are disagreeing or not. With her I feel
-~ //
that there is so much superficiality, there's

nothing there that -poes—very deeg.

James Rosebush: James Raosebush was HMrs.
Reagan’s East Wing chief

of staFF5

Yo certainly don’t have a person here
who'!s changed herself to fit thé accasion, but
the experience of the past years has had an
impact on her.

P’thfﬂkt%he was always willing ta take
risks——accept challenge—-—-but I—thirk now she
does it with greater confidence. I think she
takes all of the public acclaim rniow with a
kriock—on—wood attitude because she’s no one to
rest on those laurels. In the bpolitical world,
they can evaoporate. 5o I think she wants to

work hard to keep the public confidence.
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) =3 bright, she’s hardworking,
and she’s good to work for in the sense that
she krnows what?s going on. She’s alert, and so
vou can work well with her because of that,
because she knows what?’s going on. She’s very
demanding of herself. You want to do your best
for her. That’s the wavy I respond to her. I
want to do my best for her bDecause she’s
demanding of herself and MNihink she expects
gmod work out of peaple.

She likes to use the phorne a laot more
than I do. I?7ve never been aone to enjoy
talking on the telephone but.that’s her way of
communicating with people. She’?s up there on
the second floor of the White House and you or
I might pet up and walk down to the office at
the end of the hall to chew the fat with
someone, but her way of communicating is on
the telephone.

She has nevev{égzd to me owed, "Jim,
youl' ve overscheduled we. You’ve given me too

much. You? ve made me climb too many flights of

stairs." Bhe’s not boundless energy.
Dv. Richard Davis:

MNawnecy came to Washinogtow prepared, by

parents, a good heme, a fine education, and

4]
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wondeful friends. Sometimes we forget that she ’ 5{;
was "First Lady of California” for eight
vears. Sc she did have expeﬁience when she
arrived in Washington. I think the first two
or three years in the White House gaot her off
stride. The first thing that did was some
unfortunate oress.

The second was the woundinmg of the
president inm March, 1981. I remember that. of
course, vividly. I had come down on several
occasions and three or four nights after his

sTET
operation I came herd to the White House.
Narncy had had a really dreadful day. Things
were perhaps touch and go. We got back here
ard she seemed to shift gears. She actually
took me on a little guided tour. We talked
abaut different things and finally the tour,
sa to speak, ended in a beautiful room on the
third floor called the sclarium. It has a bay
window arnd looks cut aover the monument.

That night, though, it was under
rernavation and there weren’t any lights in the
room. It was early spring and the window boxes
were filled with daffodils. Here we were
standing in this darkmess and there were these
drncing yellmw?flawers which represented to us,

:
1

I guess, a hopeful future. We discussed a




number of thinogs. éhe expressed her ogratitude
about all the care the president received and
the doctors and rurses. And thern she turned to
me and said, "Now Dick, my job this week is to
really go over this room amd renovate it so
the president can recover here. It will make
him feel like he's outside ornce apain and, you
Krow, we wart to keep all that sumshine and
happiness in his life. "

Armd I thought tht really was guite a
remarkable thirng. She showed no self pity. She
was thinking of a life probably more dear to

her than her very owr.

( T END THE Y)
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CHAPTER THREE: Narmcy ard—Ren
Narncy Reapan: o 311

I can’t talk for anvone else. I can talk
for me, what makes me happv, what makes my
husband happy, what makes our marriaoe hapoy.
For me, my husband, my Tamily, come first. And
that makes me happy. I assume it makes them
happy.

I think it’s easier if you have a
definite philosophy that you’ve held for a
long time. I have a feeling fhat perhaps in
the past, there’ve been some people who maybe
Haven’t made up their minds clearly what their
positions are. And I think that can age you
pretty guickly. But if you have a opretty
definite philosophy of what you want to do,
then it makes things a lot easier.

It’s what he feels. He has his cwn
instincts about what's right and what'’s wrong.

Do we ever fight? We disagree. We don't
fight. Fight to me means throwing plates and
all of that. There’s nobody that you’re ooing
to agree with all the time, even your husband.

I'm often asked about thirty three years
of marriage, which today sounds like a long

time. It doesn’t seem like a long time,
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though. I got to thinking about it and, you're
always reluctant to give anmybody advice about
marriage or how to have a long marriage or
whatever, but I’ve really been very lucky
because most men or women, wher they pet
marvied, like to feel that their husbarnd or
wife, if put to the test, if oput under
tremendous pressure, would act in a certain
way, would act with great strenpth and weetd
make you very proud of them. You like to feel
that. But very seldom does the average person
have a chance to really see that husband or
wife under those kinds of circumstan;es. I've
been very lucky in that, because I’ve seen my
husband undeyr very pressured conditions, I
kimow he’?s never Failed._Never failed me. He's
always stuck to principles. He’s never done
arnything for political reasons. You go back to
the assassination attempt. I don’t know of

many men who would have handled it that wayv.

President Reapgan:

How do you explain it? We're haopy. I

dor’t kriow how to answer it. From a man’s

} T
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standpgint, I could say what I think Clark
Gable once said to someone, "There’s rnathing
more importamt than aporoaching your own
doorsten and krnowing that someone on the other
side of the door is listening for the sound of
your footsteps.”

I krnow that during the day, even before
this job, whatever I was doing, something
would happen in a day and the first thing that
woitld po through my mind was picturing myself
telling her about it whén I got home.

We talk about everythinpg. Sometimes, we
disagree on someorne or theirvparticular
gualifications or something, but never very
seriously. It’s good to talk about it and have
cther iviout. I feel better always knowing that

welre in agreement.

Michael Reagar:

I don’t think she advises him on thiwgs, S—
decisions he makes as president. But it’s
importamt that dad have her because she is a
sounding board just for family feelinos. She's
aw important part of his life. I've always
said that, without her, dad probably wouldn®t
be president of the United States. 8Bhe gives
him inner strenoth, that he really needs and

that keeps him going every day, kKnowinmg that

LN
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at the end of the day, he has her to oo home L{C
to.

She sees the pecple arocund dad and- she
wants them to to be in the same mold they're
irn. I think that’s what happerns. She may voice
arn opinion on a person or whether they're
doing the job and are looking the part they
should play or if they’re rnot. She probably
discusses that with dad. But the ultimate
decision is always up to dad an who he's gaing
ta have waorking with him.

I think he values very much all the
advice that she gives him. Dad’s just a

am i
stronger man because of Nan:y‘Reagan)/She’s
been a very supportive force. Without her
support, he would not have run for governor,
he would not have run for president.

I think what pulled them through into
the 1988s was that dad and the pecple araund
dad wanted him to rurm. I don’t know if Nancy
did. All of us were hurt after he last to Ford
at the end of *76. It was, what do vou do, do
vau start this, do you do that? T—Hkdnb
e Wiy : il idn't
Tige1 thih# dad’s the one that pulled up his

boots armd said, no. welre going on. And thew
k) E - = =

evervbody supported dad.

IR
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You make a bad remark apainst Ronald Li[
Reapan and Marcy’s wot going to be friendly
to yot. ol pecple c L

couArras

Her life really islaraund Ronald Reapgan. She
will do whatever is necessary to insulate him
and keep him happy. And she ooes off. She does
her thing helping with the kids, with the
grandoarent orogram and the drug prooram,
which are important to her. But, really, the
mast important thinmg to her is Ronald Reaoan.
So if you consider evervthing ie—&haf., on that
basis, then she isn’t that complicated.

They do need each othef. They both aance

Aun €

to the other one’s stde. I mean, dad is
Mamcy?!s strength in his way and Nancy is his
strength in the home life. I thinmk they could
live all by themselves and be perfectly happy.
That?s not to say that they don’t wanmt the
kids or anything of that nature. But the fact
is that row the kids are ogrown and gone. and
their relationship hasn’t qbanged in 3B vears.
They are the same pecople #::% met back in the

fifties and got married in 1932. They haven't

changed.

William F. Huckleyv:

i o
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I would say that, at onme level, Narncy

" Reagan has total influence over her husband.

that is to say I could ret imagine his doing L{l’
something which forfeited her loyalty or her

devotion to him.)fk would be very hard to

imagivne such a thing even in the abstract.

They are in avery sense of the word
companions. They share their thoughts, they
share their peeves, they share their
enthusiasms. And when something is brewing, it
is coterminously communicated. It isn’t
samething that he sort of announces. So
there's never a situation in which all of a
sudden he accosts her at noon and says
something?s been cooking in my mind for three
months., This is it. They just don’t have that
kind of relationship.

Suppose he asked Jimmy Carter to be
special Mideast fixit man. Something like
that, he’d almost certainly would discuss with
her because of the bizarre character of it. I
can’t believe that he would discuss with her
irn any detail recommendations of who should be
the riew head of the Federal Reserve Roard.

I think she has a very important role in

the sense that he would never wanmt to

dispopoint her nor would he ever want to
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