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surprise her, If’somewhere alono the lirne, he
decided to end the agriculture embargo, he'd
know that doing so would at least anmoy and, bf§
irn same senses, outrage the hard amti-
communist part of his constituency. In a
situation like that, it would‘be perfectly
normal Fur'him to discuss the cénsequences of
art impending decisian. It is very unlikely
that she would weiph in during that discussion
im such a way as to cause him to charnge his
mind.

It*s hard to say how good her instincts
are because we don’t smeatiy ﬁften talk
palitics. We talk pecple. Take the whole
matter of whether he would run in 1968. In 7>447‘yer
B8, there was an underétanding more or less
that if Nixon failed ivn the orimaries in New
Hampshire and Indiana, Reagan would come iwn
rather than let Nelson Rockefeller have it. OF
coursea, Nixon didn’t fail in those primaries,
but meanwhile a movement had developed. She
was at once amxiocus for him to succeed in any
enterorise and terribly afraid that he minht
be hurt. He didn’t declare his candidacy until
after he arrived in Miami and at the time I
was auite certain the reason he had fimally
entered the race wasn’t because he thought

there was any charnce of wimning it, but
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because he didr®t want to let down people who
had expended that much of an effort. She, in
that situaticon, almost certainly urpged him rnot L{Lt
to think so much about the people who had
supparted him as about himself,
They orew up in their early married life

fighting communists in Hollywood. It was a
o s e

shared experienc%7<mmf;;v“wag—aﬁ—experéenee

that continues to be extremely strong in
hel pest
Reagan. And itp formed her cpinicons also.

There’s a sense in which she’s not that
imuch of a hard liner. He'’s a very hard liner
im his vrhetoric, but less in his actions. He's
been softer on the Soviet Union in respect of
Puuland and Afghanistan than Carter was. I
can’t imagine a situatiorn in which she would
say to him, notwithstanding how he feels about
the Soviet Union, "We have got to entertain
Gorbachev when he comes aover here." It?s much
more likely that he simply would accept the
imstitutional requirements that he has as
chief of state and simply swing with it.

She thinks he’s absolutely unigue. She
orobably thinks he belorngs on Mount Rushmore.
And anmy fFailure of the public o recognize
this is a failure of them to recognize that

which is obvious to her. Irn that sense, she is
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more ambiticus for him but aﬁly because of her
digtinctive appreciation of him. Now is that
the same kindlnf ambition tht Lady MacBeth had
or is it something completely different? I LS
think it?’s different. It’s kind of a

healicentric relationshino.

Bonita Granville Wrather:

Marncy and Ronald Reagaﬂ are a team.
They’re devoted to one another, very much in
love, and they work as a team and they always
have. I understand it. Some people may not
because they may nat have husbands. My
husband, until he passed away, was a partrner
of mine. We talked about everything. I can't
say whether she gives him advice, but I think
they discuss everything and they advise each
other. When I hear peaple say, well, she’s his
advisor, that's not so. Thex)gfscuss thivngs
tooether.

I krow that the president thinks that
hig wife is a good judpe of character. I krow
that he values her opinion on everything,
whether it’s raisivng children o politics. It
doesn’t matter. He values hey opinion. RAs, by

the way, do all of her friends.
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C. Z. Wick:

What I know well of their relationship L{é
is that she had excellent judogement and, like
arny husband and wife, there’s interest in what
the other does. He krnows he canm rely on very
smalid judgement, but I think that the
character of that is his recognizing a smart
person who is there for him and wﬁo’s solid as
a rock when you need some good advice.

She has terrific instincts for peonle’s
motives and their sort of personal agendas.
She’s micra and he’s macro. He’s the big
picture in terms of the whole country. She's
very goaod with the peaple ;;ai are very close

to him.
Ron Reagans:

She's got great instincts, not so much
about what will play well to the country-——
that*s where he comes in, that’s where he’s
very good—-—but as to how he plays best, just
himself. How he comes off best, under what
circumstances, and in what surrcundinos.

I can't say whether he discusses things

1@
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that are classified with her. I would guess he
probably wouldwn't want to. But they talk about
everything else. They!'re very close. What

don’t you talk about with yvour wife?
Maureers Reagan:

They have the ultimate relatiornshio.
They are each other's best friends. We all
want to have that kind of relationship. They
try thinos out on each octher. They usé each
other as sounding boards. There?s a differsnce
between being an advisor and.being somebady’? s
best friend. He refines thimgs that hels
thinking about by saying them out loud and
talking to her. She refives things that she’s
thinking about i the same way, and they give
each other advice in that way. They have always
done that. They will always do that. They are
absalutely a team. You do rnot get orne without
the other, ever.

They?re always two parts to
everything——the ideas, the ambition, the
ability to do it. Then there’s the rest of us
behirmd the scenes that sort of make it all
come together and make it all woark. She has
created an envirorment in their lives that

allowed him a lot of freedom to oo out and

i1




explore thinos that he might not have under
other circumstances. But I don't call that a
drviving force.

My initial reaction is that he would be
president no matter what right rnow because I
have a feeling of destiny in this particular
enterprise. I think it all became possible
because of the relationship they have, and
because they both had a nreat deal of freedaom
amd because they have this incredible
friendship that allows them to talk about

thinos.

Mancy Reynolds:

Naricy Reagan’s only interest is what's
good for the president. She has wo hidden
agenda, Ste—kas no other worries or concerns.
She feels that if there are people who have
octher agendas, and in politics there are
always such people, they are definitely
wxrking at some sort of disadvantage to the
president and she’s going to speak up.

They certainly fulfill each cther’s
needs and perhaos that''s the basis for a
really successful mawrigge. They communicate

with orne anocther extremely well. And they have

oy
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such mutuwal admiration and respect for one
ancther. Based on those two things, they agree
ot most issues. T promivieénce o the family

Ihds of thing t they lik -

sl ) . .
eaetirer, fhey share so many things in common,

44

but mostly they fulfill each other'®s needs,
most of the personal rneeds we all have. He
loves and respects her very much and vice
versa. Like most marriages, mo one is ever
giving fifty fifty. At one time or ancther
someone has done the eighty twenty bit o
ninety ten. And they?ve each had opportunity
to be in that position, as all good
relationships do. And I think they have fk»
bond, a personal bond, of all the things
they!ve gone through together. It has only

strengthened over the years.
Sheila Tate:

First of all, if you know Nancy and
Rornald Reagan, you know that he’'s mot going to
every/cmnsider her a liability. Bhe’s his
‘biggest asset, emotionally, and we krew we
couwld get that story out.

To some degree, I think she was a

convenient lightrning vrod, and when vou have a

-
L




0060

popular president, it's hard to attack the
president. His wife is vulnerable. Peocple took
shots at her. o = et

They’re inextricably bound, but she'’s /
certainly carved out an independent niche For
herself that she caouid be oroud of in her own
right. I think she’s probably teased the
president about the fact that her rating‘is a
little higher than his.

D I feel she’s a little competitive
with the president? Only on the friendliest
hasis. We'd say, '"We were the lead story on
the network news," and she’d.say, "I can’t
wait toc tell Rornnie.”

She was probably the best person to

S Pre<rdets a gt
address that —age issug. She'd beewn through it
before. She’s the closest person there is to

the president and she knew that it was wnot an

issua. We were out campaiogning and she tock

" that issue head on. She walked over the rope

lines when we'd get to anm airport and invite
reporters’ gquestions and she wouwld welcome

® &
that particular guesticn. She had a very good
sense that she could address that guestion in

a way orabably no one else could.

Lyn Nofziger:
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Narcy’s a perfectly normal human being.
When things go wrong with her husband, and she
thinks somebody?’s at fault, she opets upset.
She pets over it. 5She’s protective of him and
that’s a good thirng. I'm sure all she’s
comeerned about is that the people who work
for him serve him well., That’s what she's
concerned about.

She?’s more interested in public
relations and the president’s popularity thay
she is, let’s say, in his sticking to
conservative doctrine. Apparently people want
it both ways. Nancy goes with what is best for
Ronald Reagan, and certainly part of that iss
does he adhere to his priﬁciple;. We all of us
look at the public relations side of it.
That*s part of it. But I don’t think that she
does that to the exclusion of principle.

She is a very important woman. I don't
think she’s uncomfortable. I think she feels
very strongly that her husband is the
president and that he's the man who ocught to
be takiwng the crediﬁj Heds the personm who
ought to be out in fromt. To that deoree, she
has put herself somewhat beh?ﬂd, but that's

ot arn unusual thinmg for a womanm to do.

,,,,,,,,
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Ed Rolling: Ed Rmllins served as
President Reapgarn's White SS<L/
House political advisor,
o _

I thinmk she is the corstarnt advisor. She
is without guestion his closest friend. She
certainly doesn?t try and get irnvolved in the
day to day policy decisions, but I think
there’s rno guestion when he wants someone
whose advice he trusts, he goes tﬁ her.

He certainly likes it when she
reinforces him. When she diségrees with him,
he procbably really ponders very much whether

he's goiing in the right dirction or rot. So I

wauld certainly say he heeds her advice.

She has as much clout as she wants £,
If she wants to weigh in on something, it
certainly becomes the focus on his agenda, and
can certainly become the focus of a lat of
other attention arcund the White House.

Roriald Reagan is to a certain extent a
very sclitary man. He's sapy unique. He has
na ego. He has mo need for frienmds or
advisars o what have you, He's just a very
comfortable man with himself. And there’s ore
person in that imner circle, day in and day

out> Thare*s one person who's a comstant,

: 16




whose judgement he values above all. I think
that makes her an extremely important part of
the tean.

I think the president?’s toughress is
totally underestimated. Fiiviwk ﬁg has a real
irmer toughness. That when it comes down to
things that are really crucial and important,
he's there on the line. It?s easier for her to
make judpements bhecause she’s not dealing
face—to—face with pecple as he is. When a
staff persaon is not serving the oresident
well, the president may still like the persorn.
She’s in a little more of an abstract
situation. She can make judpements based on
performance, where sometimes other factors
enter into the oresident’s judogment.

She can be very tough, no gquestion about
it.

I dan’t think he can rely on her any
more than he does. He relies on her so much
today. The president has had a career——not
Just his political career but his movie
career——in which there have been a lot of
peapnle inm and ocut. Making movies, he’s had
differernt directors, different costars. But
for twenty five years, the one comstanmt in his

life has been her. Ronald Reapan would be very

17
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happy on his mountain top, all alone, with one
exception, and that’s that he’d like to have

her with him. ‘ \5

Richard Allen: Richard Aller was
President Reagan’s first
national security
advisor. HIs White HousE
tenure was markeq by:::;>
controversy whee/ﬁg/

%
iriterview

arrarnged an

with Mrs. Reagan for a

Japangge publication

whigh responded with

The president is the kind of man whao, by
my.abservation, in dealing with this able and
strong willed wife, recopnizes that she’s on
his side all the time. He's able to listen
carefully and maybe it influences his point of
view and maybe it doesn’t. He doesn't always
give an expression of whether he aoproves of
what you?!re doing, saying, or how vouw’re

behaving. It's a very interesting feature of

the mar.

To see Ronald Reapan and Nancy Reaganm in
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circumstances of difficulty, as I have seen

them in the pre-campaign days and camoaign

days when things lacked pretty dark at one i)f)
oaint, and to wateh them operate at the White

House, orne sees a reflection of a relationship

that is clearly, in the first instanrce,

grounded in love and caring about each other.

The fact of the matter is that the president
misses her if she?s away twenty four heswsss or
forty eight hours. It'’s almost an unbreakable
team effort.

There are lots of things that a husband
will mot want to do in which a wife can help
out without her work carrying the commotation
of divty work. I thimk that’s very helpful.
I"m pushed fregquently by my wife and I think
he is pushed freaquently by his wife to do
things or naot tao do things.

I—HiTvk she steps into a role that he
probably at least subconsciously invites her
to fill. I think that’s very irnteresting.
Every counple that is married krnows about those
limits on either side. Most husbands invite

Otlers
their wives in. Merwy do not and live to reoret
the day. I think President Reapam has invited

Narncy Reagan into that realm. She krnows what

the marginm is, the boundary so to speak, and

139
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she operates freely up to that bourndary.

Michael Deaver: _ %>C5

Nancy will fight to her dying day to
orotect Ronald Reagan whether he's actar,
governoy, orivate citizen, or oresident. Shefd
want to krnow, is he gettimg out on the patic
forr lunch to get some of that sunmshine? What’s
he having for lunch today? Donm®t you give him
some time iv the morning? Give him some time
in the afterncon sco that he canm sit at his
desk armd think a little bit Himself. She is
rot the kind of person £g4€ would call up and
say, you know, I thinmk the SALT talks ocught tao
begin February Znd. Her orimary concerrn would
be his personal needs.

I'"'m married. Scmetimes I win, saometimes
Carclyn wins. The same is true of the Reagan
household as it is in most househaolds.
Scmetimes they argue anmd she’ll prevail and
sometimes he'll prevail, but it’s the most
ircredible lave relationship 1've ever seen in
my life betweern a counle.

I suppose anybody who'®s here wants to
leave something of themselves as far as their
own mark and I'm sure that'’s probably true of

Narcy. I've said this before. If Ronald Reapan

R R T T D e L ey, G G st o S



had owned a shoe store, she’d be cut thers

pushing shoes. 5(7

Dyv. Earbara Kellermarn: Dr. Barbara Kellerman
iz a orafessor at
Fairleigh Dickinson
University arnd an
autharity o American

First Ladies.

Marncy Reagan’s greatesf strengths and
greatest weakwnesses have the considerable
charm of being one and the same. Her greatest
strenoth is that she is so tied to her hushand
that she provides him with the kind of
emotional support kha% all of us wish we had.
Her greatest weakness is that she is sao tied
to her husband and she provides him with sc
much emctional support that I think she is
relatively ill-equipped to stand back and sav,
*You?!re doing this wrong. You might want to
take ancther look at this.®

Dan’t look to Mancy Reagan to provide
Rornald Reapan with a critical perspective. On
the cther hand, do laock to Nancy Reaganm for

this enduring emotional support.

=1
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If we had access to the livinog guarters,
even if we were a fly on the wall of the
Réagan apartment in the White House, I think

Sit would be very hard for us to understand ‘SQ&
fully what goes on. I thinmk in the
relationship between two peable ore doesn’t
see orders being given. It’s & dvnamic, the
way all relationships are dvnamic. I donm’t Ffor
a moment thinmk Nancy Reagarn orders her husband
to do this or do that. I think she makes her
cpinians felt in certain ways, the way all
women and men do in the context of long

- marriages and long relationships. Those
aepinions, in a good marrviage, in a good
relatiﬁnship, will be taken very seriously by
the other person. It's that kind of power:

‘yﬁwer that?’s private; power that’s abstract,
if yvau will; power that'’s articulated much
more thraugh interpersomal influerce thanm it
is through the usual kinds of authority
relationships that we associate with the word

oowWer,
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! \/ CHAPTER -E-iﬁﬁ:?*:eeting with the Pape
Maricy Reagan: ](aﬂ]

My meeting with the Pope was I think one
of the most moving, wonderful experiernces I've
gvey had. I*ve met with him twice before but
this was the first time alorne.

What was so special? Being alone.
Talking about something that concerns me very
much arnd concerns him, and hearing his views
on it——and his comments abouf what I'm doing.

Yes, he thought what we’re doinog is
impoytant. You can’®t ask for anything more.
How could vou not be moved?

We discussed the seriocusness of it. I
believe very strongly in the family., getting
parents'graups and families involved. He
believes just as stromply that it’s necessary
for these voung pecple who are trying to work
their way bDack, which 1s a very difficult
thing for them to do, to have some kind of
spiritual help, religicus help.

He's such a marvelous man. Number one, a
vary strong man, but he nas a gentlerness at
the same time. The attenpted assassinations,

they came very closely tooesther, so I feel a
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special affinity with him.
I just hope whatever I say o do carn be
af help tTo people. It*'s special to be here on
my oWy, but on those terms——only on those LL4
-tewms. That I cén be ﬁf help.

Teating Wl the

]
b
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CHAPTER FOUR: First Lady

Narncy Reagan:

1

I hooe pecple like me. I think it's been
a process of pettirng to know me, and thét toak
a long time. Probably some of it was my fault,
some theirs. It was so new to me. I didn't
kriow guite what to do, and there’s no training
for this job. When something is rnew to me, and
I’m a little shy aﬁﬁut doing something, then I
terid to hold back.

The first year was a bad year for lots
aof reasons. I had all these persornal problems
that were onm my nmind anmd I was holding back.

There wasn’t a deliberate sittinog down
and saying, "Now I’ve got to turw this
around. ® It wasn’t that. I'm no different thanm
I ever was. But as time went on, I got more
used to the job, and more used to being here.

I gt past the first year.

I always krew I wanted to be involved inm
the drug problem, and thewm I had more time. I
was more ready for it, and it jJust evaolved.

There isn’t any clearly defired role for
the First bLady. You make of it what you want.

I see my role as what I'm doing. I dide’t
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realize that you had such a tremendous
platform, 1f you weré interested in one Gﬁj
particular thing, to try to advance it and

inform people and get your feelinps across.

i’ve chosen that way. But then, everybody has

their ocwn way. I_donlémesmr—to—eritTicize
arybocy—eisa.

The term, "the right imapge.’

That seems
to me such a phony kind of staped thing——I'm
going to carve out this image and that’s what
1’11 be. Now, whatever kind of image that
conjures up in peoples?! minds, I don’t know.
But all I can do is be myself. I'm not going
t= be like anybody else. I'm ooing to be Nancy
Reagan. So 1?11 push the things that I'm
interested inm. That?’s the way it's been all
through history. Every First Lady has her own
particular style or her own particular
individuality and gets her own particular
criticism.

Is it true I can be "relentless?" I
think I krow what I want. But actually I would
think that if I were working for somebody, I
wonld rather work for somebody who kriew what
they wanted. The other would be very confusing
to me. I wouldn’t know if this is what she

wanted or if that's what she wanted. I don®t

fia
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leave any doubts, but isn't that easier? We

have a lot of laughs. If I'm  upset about éﬂ
about something that somebady?s done, I tend

to gust pull back. A curtain comes down., Now I

daon?t kwmow whether that’s good or bad, but

that’s always beern so. I don’t yell and shout

amd throw things, I just pull back.

Everybody who's been here kriows the
Job?s toughs I would rever criticize ancther
First Lady. I never krew that Mary Lincoln
was criticized so terriby. Well she was.
Across the hall, there’s a painting of Mrs.
Coolidge. It?’s a beautiful péinting, her
standing with the dog. SHE was criticized
because supposedly there were pecple who said
that her dress was really shorter tharn it was.
It was really kind of a flapper style. And
that she had had it painted on arnd added to
and it was not the dress at the Smithsonian.
There was a whole big flap about this. Mrs.
Lincoln was criticized for spending $2, 208 on
her inaugural powr.

I don?t think I'm petting all that bad a
press rnow. I think pecple, as things have
settled down arnd tﬁi;ﬁzs ;;;:én to kmow me
move, krnow that a lot of things were rnot true.

I hear a lot of times, "Well, Narcy

Reapan wants this or Nancy Reaparn wants that,”

1




when I’ve never said anvthing about it anmd I
don’t know what they’re talking about.

Does the president somet imes say "no” to
me? Sure. Does his "no" always end it? Not
always. I?11 wait a little while; thenm I'11
come back at him apain.

It really reaches a point whers
something?s gone much too far, in my
opinion. S0 it seems to me, sometimes, that if
you can catch it before it reaches that point
where a lot of pecple are maybe hurt, then
it's easier to stop it right in the beginning,
rather than let it build up a head of stean.

I don’t have as much "clout” as they say
I do. I dew't get imvolved in.hawuta balarce
the budget or how ta reduce the deficit or
foreign affairs or whatever. I think I pet
involved in people issues. I think I’m aware
of people who are trying to take advantage of
my husband, who are trying to end run him.

Sometimes he’'ll want to talk about
problems and sometimes he worn’t. Sometimes his
mind is so busy and so occcupied, he just wants
to go vight to those papers as soon as he gets
his dirmer. And then, there’s rnot much
comversation about it. Other times, he does

wart to talk about it.

L 002
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I didﬂ;t think it was fair when I'd pick
up the paper and I'd read that he was a
warmonger, that he was ready to go to war and é;ﬁg
g2 orn. I krnow that that’s simply urmtrue. He's
trving to do everything he can to avert war
and bring about peace. That did corncern me. I
was in favar of a meeting with Gromyko. I
thought that was a good idea. I'm glad he
came.

He and my husband had beew oaver at the
Oval Office alorne, and having dismissed
everybody else, I was asked to come down to
the Red Room and be there whén they got back,
be there ta greet them, which I was. They came
in and we said hello, and they came arcound
with the trays. He took some tomato juice o
gomething and I took a Perrier and he toasted
me and I toasted him and then it was just sort
of small talk. I think we were talkirng about
the metric system. He tuwrned armd locked at me
and said, "Is your husband in favor of peace
orr war?" And I said, "Peace." And he said,
"Are you sure?” And I said, "I'm swe.” And he
said, "Well, ther, you whisper ?Peace? in his
ear every night." And I said, "I wili. I'11
alsa whisper it into vour ear.”

I haven't much time to be lonely. He

plunged inta so many things right aways ~There

g
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<;‘When we went to church ore Sunday, &2 vy hush.

séid, "Look at this schedule. It used to be
53 simple just to go to church. All welre

doinmg is poing to church and look at all these

wlty v .

pecple that are involved with—sodng—to—

church.¥ Or, if we po to Camp David, he'll

say, "What are all those helicopters doing out

Lt

there?" You krnow, he still can’t get overf that
J\J)f"/*f”'jﬁ' 30

i+t takes that many people arcund you.

I think he's happy. s—hbink IHE BrIovys
el thivk—he enjuoys being in the position of
beirg able to try to do the things he feels
very strongly about and has for a long time.
Yes, I think he's happy.

So mezdl vaos

AIt?’s very hard. At this particular time,
with what’s happening world wide and certainly
i this country, with inflation and so or.
Tremendous.

.

F—thrinwk Being governor of California was

e

a very good training ground for this job,
;articularly because, as he said often durinmg
the campaign, he came in as governor when the
state was in almost the same position as the
country. It was broke fimancially and so orn.
Yo gust multiply that by I den™t know how

mary times. 0OFf course, California didm’t have

0074
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a foreiprn policy.

It?s more work tham I thouoght it would
be, for me. I can’t speak for him. He brirgs C,f)
back stacks of papers that he reads every
night, in his study or the living room,
whatever, uhtil he falls asleep at ﬂightr‘ézél
11130 oo, midright.

He pets frustrated by the erntrenched
bureaucracy—-—because it's an entrenched
bureaucracy.

I have moments of accepting it that my
husbarnd is president and then moments of
thinkivg I'm rnot really here. I was interested
whers Prime Minister Thatcher was here. She
calid somewhat the same thing to my husband.
She said, "Doo vou ever have times whern you
think of other heads of state anmd you think,
oh, they must be so brilliant, so marvelous,
and so extra special? Amd then you realize
that vou're a head of state, and vou thirnk,
I'm just an ordinary person.”

There was a tremendous emaotional
upheavel that I didn’t count om——at leaving
oy home and our children. I'm sure you saw
the picture of Pattie and some at thé.house
crying. And my cryvino. There was all this
extra iw it that I really hadn’t counted on.

All =f it tcoether did pet me down for a



while.

But I'm ernjoyinog it. Yes, I am ernjaying éQ;
it.
Letitia Baldridpe: Etiquette authority

Letitia Baldridpe
served as White
House scocial
secretary Tor First
Lady Jacaoueline
Kermedy.
The First Lady belongs to the people.
She has thousands of letters addressed to her
every month, asking for advice, consolatior,
help. What she does is reflected throupghout
the entire United States. If she has pood
posture, mothers say to their dauvphters,
"Starnd up straight. Dorn’t you see Mrs. Reapan
has pood posture?” If she has a pood figure,
everyone wants to look like her. If she has a
beautiful home arnd has pood taste, everyore
warnts to have the same apricot color living
room that she has, and barmana vellow on the
walls. Evervore wants to copy the First Lady.
Therefore, if she is intelligent and if

she has style and grace, it’s pretty nice to
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copy someorne like that. She also is a
wornderful helpmate to her husbandj Shrelic o
Frnk
wesrtherTod partrner. And althouogh she doesn’t é)ﬂ
make policy decisions, the mere fact that she
is the ultimate sympathetic listernirg ear at
rnight wher the president of the United States
Petufhs to his private auarters is very
important.
It’s impossible to please all the
publie. But thirnos straioghten ocut through the
vears and variows First Ladies have been
criticized for being overly invalved im
White House affairs. People forpet that and
remember them for their intellipence. I think
Mrs. Reapaw is making a very classic,
wonderful path, beiwpg a supportive ear to her
husbarnd but rnot even pretending to interfere
irn publie bpolicv.
I dar?t thinwk there’s a marn alive whao is
in love with his wife and doesn’t trust her
irtuitiorn. She sees a lot on her own, I'm
sure, tHat the president doesn’t see. I think
it’s pood to have that kind of advice.
I think she will po down in history as
one of the very firnest First Ladies because
she has pone through bad publicity and
surmcunted it so beautifully. She has daore

such wonderful thirmgs with her drug prooram,
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ner foster children prooram, theraputic

.ridirg. Bhe's been involved inm a lot of

thinos. Bhe is working hard on the drug é;%
propram at a time whern drug and alcohol abuse
are really a very serious problem in this
country. She’s right on tarpet. And what she
does is very effective. Bhe has influernce. She
works hard at it. I think she alsc derives
oreat satisfaction from seeing the pood that
she does. Hie—kIFd of niceE,—ioou

There’s a growth process in every First
Lady. I've seen it in every single one of
them. Mrs. Ford went through preat personal
prablems and rose to surmoumf them. Roslyrnn
Carter and Lady Bird Johnsornm, wow, I mearn Lady
Bird does thivos to this day. She has power
and influence im the whole field of world
wildlife and preservation that she rnever would
have had if she hadn’t beern First Lady and if
it hadrm’t evalved during her vears as First
Lady.

Mrs. Reaparn has evolved, too. If they
are smart, intellipent women, if they have
their eyes and ears cpen, and they dorn®t

s s Lad; <5
succumb to prejudices, ®ey all evolve and
become oreater people. If nothing else, they

dor’t pet any money cut of it and as they get
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a lot of prief cut of it, they also develap
irwardly arnd store up a tremendous amount of
kriowledpe. It must effect their whole lives
forever and ever. Once on’rE cut of the White
House, téz First Lady has to be very charnped
and\ﬁas to be very involved in what's poing on
araournd her. Just think of all the newspapers
they suddenly start to read.

Wher: you're that busy, you don't have
time to give iﬁ&p orief. You just keep plowinng
ahead. That's one of the perks of the job.

You! ve so many things you have to do. There's

this encormous schedule laid out for you. You

Just den’t have time to dwell on grief or
prst

sadrness or fear. You just pldew ahead and do

your job. Amd I think that’s what she's done.

I think that First Ladies have to
realize that whern they come into the job——
Cliaire Luce had a marvelous expressiorn——"mo
ponod deed poes unpunished. " They keep doing
opood deeds for the White House, for their
cgﬁntvy, and they're constantly criticized for
it. But you have to po ahead and keep on
ariyway.

Both Mrs. Reapan and Mrs. Kernmedy are
remarkably good looking, remarkably kind and
motherly in many ways. The two of them can be

compared a great deal. What makes Mrs. Reagan
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so unigue is the wonderful love affair that
she has with her husband. They're like younpg
lovers. It's wonderful to see them walk down r7C)
the hall hand iv hand. I keep reminding my
husbard that we rever hold hands. The Reapans
hold hands all the time. Amd I think America
loves that. If’s a great, oreat symbol of
marriane.

It?s very hard when you’®re working just
vour utmost to do the right thivg in your
Jub, and you’re givihg it your all, to see it
put across in the headlines of the papers as
something nepative. It's very frustratinp. Of
course she was hurt and Frusfrated irn the
begirming and, imtelligent womar that she is,
she learned to accept it, to expect it, arnd
not to be bothered by it. You have a choice
irn the White House: you either have a complete
nervous breakdown o you leavrrn to forpget it.
Armd that’s what she has done. |

Mrs. Johwnson came along iw hiétary at
just the right moment because the youth
started to revolt and the womer’s movement
.ZQ%ZSEd. Arid womern started leaviwng the home in
droves to oo to work. She was such an

executive, the womern related to her and were

imspired by her and encouraped by her. When

fuy
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FMrs. Reaparn came intoc the White House there
was a tremendous need for the whaole subject of
husbard and wife to be seen in a new light.
Pecple were putting each other down and the
new voung woman executive was perhaps too (7(
agogressive. All of a sudden, here was an old
fashioned family comivng back into the White
House. It was a great moment for that to
happern because not only was she a fantastic
wife but she also developed these proorams of
her ocwri. The whole idea of husband and wife
plus the woman who does not work but invoelves
herself in the rnovm—profit sector in a very
meanivnogful way,.it all came aleng in the ripht
time in history. The First Lady is alwavs a
role model Ffor women whether she likes it or
not, and whether they like it or nat, they look
up to her. Arnd what she does is very impéwtaht
to all the yourg women who are petting their
MEA's and to women who are tryinog to save
their marriages and all of this. It's of
tremendous sociclapgical importance.

I think there were more women who
applauded her, coming back with some of the
ald-fashioned, more conservative values at a
time wher we reeded them. America’s feminist
movemert has taken such preat strides and has

pome forward so fast that the whole subject of
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having childrern and being married rneeded

paying attenticrn to. And she's done it.

Narcy Reynolds: ,/\;L

Nothing prepares you for being First
Lady, rwmthinp. Basically, Washiwngton is not a
city that wishes you well. Sc I thirnk you come
in here really urprepared for the onslaught of
nersanal and press criticism. Mother Theresa
could be iw the White House and within six
months there would be some sort of expose
story about something she had done.

In Narncy Reagan’s case, she is a woman
whio always takes thirngs a day at a time. She
concentrates entirely ﬁn ong project, and her
oW personal concerns about the oresident’s
we;fare come at the top of the list. Getting
settled in the White House, making it a home,
not Just a pubiic house, was a very important
thing for her. S0 she concentrated on petting
the house the way she wanted it amd making it
a comfortable, warm and welcoming place for
the opresident at the end of the day.

She’s always beewn like that. I thirnk she
was just tntally unprepared for the fact that

pecple expected, as they often do

14
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urrealistically, a kind of First Lady who was
goding to leap into a project immediately and
become somethinn they felt she should be. Now
Narncy Reapan has always had a ccuple of (7‘3
projects in the years I've known her. The
foster orandparent program and drupg abuse have
beeri the two things that she's always been
interested i, always put time i ori. Whern she
oot to Washinptorn, she wanted to continue with
the foster ograndparent prooram because she
krnew it, she felt comfortable inw it, she had
really put her mark om it all those years, and
had done extracrdinary things for the program.

Cﬂ/what happerns iv Washington is that peocple try
to push projects on you. Nancy Reapan has her
cwry best instincts about what she wants to de,
how it's goivg to work for her, and the kind
of time she's poing to pive it. $—sbiwk épe
felt that, except ﬁpr the foster prandparent
program and her interest in the drug progran,
she wanted to take a little time and see what
was ahead. I thirnk she became bufied iri the
details and interests of what to do in the

- B (ar g &

White House, manaping a staff, which—shehad—
Frever—Rad—ia-her—life. She had never been a
mariager before. All of her staff were new

pecple-—from her press secretary to social

secretay——pecple she had just met. I think it
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was kind of overwhelming at first. So she was
unprepared for pood old Washingtonm and the
immediate criticism that comes to you if
vouwlre rnot conforming to Washington's rules of
how they thinmk the Firsf Lady shcould behave.
Her performance at that BGridiron dirmmer
changed her image, mast certainly the
president’s rnear death did. The assassimation
attempt had a tremendous effect on her. And
her own father's death. All of these thinos
coming inm the first year. All of them were
traumatic, although the Gridiron was fun.
Pexcple always say, has Nancy Reagan
chanped? She really has not Ehaﬁgéﬁf What has
chanped is the percepticrn of her. For years
and years and yeaPs, we had all beer sayinog,
there’s this wonderful, witty, furny, caring,
loyal,iﬂfensely'dedicated wamar, but no one
ever wanted to hear it. I attended thousands
of press briefinps and listerned to hundreds of
press woman interviewino her over the years.
In the sixties, in Sacramentc, you were
dealino with younno sixties reporters, most of
them ardent feminists who came in with a chip
ovi their shoulder, already makino up their
minds and with a very cynical view of a First

Lady who cared about her family first and

16
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foremost.

She is riot someone who likes to make ;7 S
soeeches orﬁmakg/public appearances Urnless
it’s on behalf of her particular interests. 1
thirk she was a nervous wreck, appearing
before the Gridirorn. You never know how it's
poing to come off. But it showed the side of
her that welve all known for years. You could
feel the differences in the audience. You
could feel pecple judpoing her very differently

Casaek
than this woman they had made, assumptions
about. She turned ocut to be something guite
difFerentSﬁShe’s a very complex person
somet imes. She has many sides to her and this
was a side no one had ever seen. And when she
did the encore, you kriew she was having fun.
You can sense when pecple aporove of what
vou?re doivng. The applause was tremendous.
That one incident showed she basically has
excellent instincts about herself and what she
feels will be pood and what will be natural
for. her. She never extends those boundaries by
trying to do something that ism?’t matural,
that ism®*t something she would do in ordinary
life. I think poking fur at herself at the
Gridiron dirnmer was her way of perhaps saying,
well, if I pot off toc a rocky start, let’s

have a few laupghs about it because I'm poing

17
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to be around for a léiilé/while. I thinlk that

was the turning point. There’s no guestion

about it. /71;
I dom’t think orn substarce that you can

say MNancy Reaparn has influernced policy. She

expresses herself as we all do to him when we

have the ﬁpportuﬂity7 = el

sgmetimss-;@my¢ugaiwmgéhe president always

listens very intently. 0Of course, he adores
Narncy. Many times she’s ripht and he’s rot
ripht. At least we feel that way. But
sometimes he will atgede if he feels that it’s
something he hasn’t thought about. It’s more
style than substance. She never claims to be
arn expert. She certainly is knowledpeable and
understanding ab&ut a lot of thirgs but Narcy
Reaparr is & back to basics person.

I think she sees her husband as a man of
peace. He is & man of peace. To that end, I
think she will always affer up solutions and
ideas and comments as we all do anytime we're
asked, and ever scmetimes wher we’re not,
asied.

But Rorald Reapgan is his owrn mar. I
think she has influence in the perneral serse
but any wife of all those years is ooing to

have an opinion. And his dauphter Maureer, who

i8



spends a oreat deal of time at the White

House, most certainly has a lot of influence.

ﬁﬂd}ﬂe doesn’t alwayvs agree with her, either.
—

That;s what makes it such an irteresting

family.

When I first met Marncy Reapan, she was a
housewife in her forties who had never been on
the campaign trail before. Rovald Reapan had
dome all of the campaigning for Senator
Goldwater and she had stayed home as‘Tgst

Loty hes
. Wives du}and laved stayiwg—home in & rather
protected environment. To be thrust all of a

sudden into Sacramernto and be asked to live iwn

ari old mansiorn that was a fire trap and riot

near amy schmmlgﬁ/That was a Hig story in
those days, that Narncy Reapan said the
povernor! s mansion wasn't pood enough for her.
Irn fact, it wasrn’t safe ercupgh. The fire
department said there was no way they'd ever
get off that second flocor if a fire came
alovrig. The wood was rotting. It was in an
awful neighborhood. Now it's a S e U,

S she insisted on moving to & suburb.
That scunds a little silly now, but inm those
davs, it was pretty cowrapgecus. She took a lot
of flack from the oress on that. She wanted a
mormal 1ife for her childrern, especially for

her young son, and irn a neighborhood, in a

13
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house that looked just like all the other

houses. That was what she wanted. Ultimately, <2q
#ggt was the best thing. But yvou’re dammed if

viou do and dammed if you don’t. I think she

found ocut the hard way. These things all made

sense to her. She really couldn’t understand

that anybody wouldn®t agree that this was a

sensible thing to do.

Nancy Reapgan never held a press
conference the whole time she was in
Sacramerito. She felt it was presumptuocus.
There were a few incidents where she had press
irn o something, but she never really called a
oress conference excent arne fime. That was
wheri a man who was this leader of the
cpposition in Califorwia publicly eoriticized
her for trying to sclicit furniture for a
povernor? s marnsicon that wasm't evern built. She
was trying to pet people to donate antigues o
old California pieces. And there was a big
critical piece in the paper. Bhe called a
press conference the mext day and Just
absolutely let him have it. It was the best
time, and the only time I ever saw her do
that. She had her dander up and she felt that

they had ponme far encupgh. That was the end of

the criticism. There was wnever ancother article

n
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and she got tremendeous domatioms of furniture
and arntigues from people who wanted to give
them to the state to be used in a goverror’s

mansiorn in the vight way.

Dr. Barbara Kellerman:

There's nco set definition for the role
of First Lady. The role as realized at any piven
moment in time really depends larpely on three
separate factors. Une is the womarn who's filling
it. Two is the man she's married to. And three,
by no means the least important, is the temper
of the times. Ore can predict that a First Lady
in the 1988s will be different from a First Lady
inm 195@s.

There are lots of common dencominators
amornn First Ladies, and in powerful ways the
role has stayved remarkably the same as it was
thenty and thirty vears apc.

There was ome First Lady who deviated
somewhat from the rnorm in our recent history and
that was Rosalynn Parter. Jimmy and Rosalyrmn
Carter were very close before they entered the
White House. Fram all appeararnces, they’re as
close having left the White House. They were
certainly well matched and partners in effect

during the fouwr years that. they were in the

21
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White House. But Rosalynn Carter always took a *¥nf
very strong interest in the substarce of her
husband?’s political life. If that's your
irterest as First Lady, then the nature of the
relaticoriship and the nature of what you talk
about and how you decide tg spend your time-—-—
literally, how your days are spent——will differ
erncrmously than if you are more like Nancy
Reapanr, which is to say, less interested in
substance and more interested in beino
protective of her husband, as we krnow her to be.

Roesalynnm Carter had an interview in the
White House with Rarbara Walters. She was asked
guestions on policy matters.-She was asked about
enewgy;‘fﬁﬁ?Tﬂﬁ?‘EEhed about health) She—ua;;—
aake&habaut the political situation. You will
notice that when Nancy Reapan is interviewed,
there’s rarely a questiorn directed her abcocut any
substantive pcolicy issues.

This is rnot to say that, in the privacy of
their own duarters, they donm*t discuss these
izssues, but I think it’s safe to guess, fraom the
evidence that we have, that she’s rnot wveew.
Knﬂmledgeahla_énd_net as interested in these
matters as her predecessor was. Rather, she sees
it all through a political lens of sorts, that

i, how it will politically effect the well
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being of her husband. That should vot be lightly 1Q9
dismissed because White House life is politial
life.

I think Narncy plays a large role with

sy b (Zas !

regard to personnel matter57,1 don’t thimk she
plays a larper role than other First Ladies
have——comparing her to Rosalyrnn Carter, whicH is
the most obvicus compariscon because they®ve been
the most powerful First Ladies of recent times.
Ariyone who reads the newspapers knows that she
helps her husband make decisions with regard to
who should be arcund him, and when somebody lets
her husband down and pets him into trouble——we
have some recent evidence of so-called slappy
staff work-—there are immediately reports that
Marcy Reaparn is furious at this and is doing
evervthing she possibly can to make sure it
doesn’t happer agair.

If you're pgoding o loock at the recent
First Ladies, they really rneed to be locked at
ir théir own separate catepgories. In different
ways, they did exert power.

Jacgueline HKermedy certainly was divorced
from the political life of her husband. On the
ckther hand, she was so attractive a figpure, sucﬁ
a star irn the White House, that by osmosis
almost her aura lent him an aura of sorts. To

be & media celebrity is to exert a kind of

i
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oponlitical clout, even if théat clout is only in
A
terms of public relations.

Lady Bird Johnsorn was for many years——in
fact, during the ertire Johnson marriape——what I
call his trusted and indispensable junicr
business partrer. She was junior because he
treated her as if she was jurnicr. She was Jurilor
because she krnew she -was Jurnier or felt herself
to be Junicr and never claimed to be his egual
the way Rosalyrnnm and Jimmy would say, "Welre
partners. "

At the same time, she was always enpaged
ir his political life, indispensable to his
political life, and remained so in the White
House., So her clout during her husband’s White
House tenure derived from various political
activities she undertock on her own., For
example, durirng the 1964 campaign, there was the
"Lady Bird Special," which was ore of the first
efforts by a First Lady to step ocut on her cwn
to campaign on her own and to really become a
pzxlitical figure in her own rioght.

S5he alsc had her own projects. She had
highway beauwtification and’cohservation and so
forth and soo one Through Lyndor Johrnson? s
dependence orn her, through her long historical

ties to his political career, and through her

i
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own projects——in at least three ways-—--she %§N§

olayed a political role.

Pat Nixon’s political clout was perhaps
less than ary of the other recernt First Ladies.
Basically, there are two ways to be politically
powerful in the White House, or to have some

ANy ' .
palitical impact is—$thetdbribetHouse. One is

through your tie to your husband, like Nancy

Reanan’s, and the cther is to be such an

attractive, imposing, or impressive figuwre in

vy right that you pet media attenticor and
political attention on your awn, the way
Jacgueline Kermedy did. Pat Nixeon, although éhe
wasg attentive politically, and played her roler
capably and well, simply didn’t have that
stromg a relationship with her husbarnd. Nor was
she sm.attwactive, to those interested in
oolitical life avnd political culture, that she
derived arny clout from that. So she had less of
ar impact tharn other First Ladies.

Betty Ford is a separate story. The Fords
entered the White House in a very unusual way.
There was wo campaiopn. Virtually overnipght, they
were catapulted from relative cbscurity into the
White House. Bhe plaved a very important role in
those early months, making him better known,
attracting attentiorn in her cwn right. Shortly

after they entered the White House, she
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developed breast canrcer. That really became the
firet family cccasion for the Fords and,
through her illness, the Fords, apgain
virtually overnight, became scmething of a
krown guantity. It became a very hot topic, as
it were, and she got a lot of attention. She
was very opern about her breast cancer, which
obher womer: iv public life had wnot been up to
that moment. From that point o, she became
rather a loved fiopure. Wher he ran for
president, for what really amocunted to the
firsgt time, in 197&, there were buttons,
"Eetty's Husband in the White House," or,
"Retty for President." She Feally became a
very popular First Lady and in many ways
ceservedly so.

What the public expects from a First Lady
depends or the temper of the times. It’s a
gifficult balancing act nowadays because we both
are in a very different time with repard to
womern and what womern are supposed to do and
what we expect.

Marncy Reapan’s experience as First Lady‘
was somewhat atypical. The more conventional
patterrn for First Ladies, and indeed for

presidential families and presidents, is for

_everyone associated with a rew administration to

I
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t have Somethiﬁé of a haneymoorn., Fhe o~ 4w
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—honevmpreey extends to the president?’s wife.
People are usually witholding judpoement. For
whatever reasorn, Nancy Reapan’s career s First
Lady has been reversed. 5She was under much
more attack during the first year tharn she has
beern since and appears to be in much better
shape row with regard to her public
appeararnces and her appreciation by the public
thar she was in the bepinning.
The interesting guestion to ask about
Jrow

Narcy Reapan is exactly why she reversed the
trend. I thirnk you have to loock to the three
critical factors, the three pieces of the
"Firet Lady Puzzle." One is Nancy herself. She
ig much more comfortable riow as First Lady
tharn she was im the begivwing. She’s more
raelaxed. Bhe's less defernsive, less self-
orotected, and has simply potten accustomed to
the rale in a way she was niot at the very
begirming. Second, there's the trajectory of
her husbarnd’s career. In the very begirming,
the Reapans were an unknawn t:u.taﬂtity.S TRy -
were Washirnogton cutsiders. No one krniew how
this so called "B" movie actor from Hollywood
would fare in the White House. I think the

evidernce has beern that he has had in many ways

a remarkably successful presiderncy. And his
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1984 electoral victory is evidence of the fact
that he is widely admired, liked, respected.
Pecnle enjoyv having him in the White House. IF
you enjoy having thepresiteErt 1n thHe Write—
—
Howsea:” a particular president in the White
House, you are also enjoying having, by
definitior, the First Lady in the White House.
Firally, it has to do with the times.
The Reapans succeeded the Carters. In the
begirnninp, thes Carters were much admired for
their relatively simple style. Carter would oo
o camera sittinmg by the fireplace in a
cardigan sweater. In the begirmming of his
administration that was regafded as an asset.
f little later orn, people bepar to hunger for
a little bit more plamour in the White House.
Wher Narncy Reapganr first came, she was
something of a culture shock. Virtually
avernight, we had pone from the relatively
simple peanut farmer from Georpia to a
Hollywood couple. And this was perhaps too
rapid a movement for the American public to
take to. It was orne thinmpg to have too simole a
White House. It was anocther thing to have a
White House that appeared to us to be run more
like a mmnaréhy than a democratic republic. 5o

for all three reasons——her own comfort with

T
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the situation, her husband’s popularity, and
the fact that we've row potten used to and
rather fond of a more oplamorous lifestyle——
she’s doing so much better now thanm she did in
the begirming.

The reason First Ladies are such easy
targets is because they're out there. They’re
celebrities with political ideas, and the
combination of being ocut fromt and asscciated
irmevitably with the policies, ideclogy., and
attitudes of her presidential mate, makes them
vullrnerable on a multiplicity of levels. The
trick is for them to find a line between
seeming to be politically appropriate amd yet
perscmally supportive. That’s not easy, as
wee' ve seer, Iin presidents’ wives and in
candidates® wives.

Some like Jacgueline HKermedy and Mancy
Reagan do feel a fairly stronp rneed to keen
themselves cut of the public limelight. Some
like Lady Rird Johmson and Rosalynn Carter,
however shy they may both have been to begin
with—-—and there’s ample testimony to suppest
that they both beparn as very shy ladies——they
somehow overcamne this shyness and became
public persconas.

If you look at a book such as "Lady Bird

Johnson’s White House Diary, " which is a big,
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fat tome about her activities irn the White
House, youw will see that thgre was very little
time in her life that was kept to herself.

- Whernever she had a private minute or two, she
almost wrote about it apclopetically, as if
she were indulping herself. Rosalynn Carter,
too, was a workaholic, and most of that
worklife was political life.

Marnicy Reapan is a more private fipure
thar her oredecessor, a more private figpure
than Lady Bird Johnson. But with the evolutiow
of time, we®re seeing her increasingly
comfortable with those moments wﬁem she is in
public. |

I think most First Ladies end up,
finally., taking on the awa of their husbards.
As much as we would like to say, "Let’s laok
at the First Lady in isclation fram her
oresidential mate,” I think finally the way
history will remember them, except for the few
students of the subject of First Ladies, is-
the way their husbands are remembered.
Successful presidents will terd to be
accompanied in the mind’s eye by successful
First Ladies. Failed presidencies will tend to

have accompanied First Ladies remembered less

than favorably.



This is not to say that there are no
distinctions made. Lydon Johnson is kriown as a
very complicated man. His presidency is in
sone ways very great; in other ways trapDically

R
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flawed.Arlady Bird Johnson is almost

/
universally admired.

If Nancy Reagan goes down in history

faverably, as a pood First Lady, then I think

—
-

she is good in the wavs that matterﬁ she is

supportive of her husband, she is appropriate

in public. But firally she will be remembered

i relationship to Ronald Reapan’s presidency.
I think she understands it very well,

and I thirk she's extremely happy-
Sheila .Tate:

I remember cne day wher there was an
inconsequential story. A reference attributed
something happening in the West Wing to her
influence. It was something she didrn’t evew
kricw about——didn? £ have>any idea what tHey
were talkinog about. She said, l;Yx:«u kricw, some
davs, I feel like if it rains, it must be my
fault." And I remember thirking that she must
feel so powerless sometimes to contrel some of
these events because if sﬁmeone wants to

attribute something to you as arn urmamed
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source, what can you do? She's rnot able to
defend herself constantly. She was deeply

X wew
upset about it and corncerned that thereiz be
SOHe wéy to charnpge it.

How did she turn it around? She got on
arn airplane and hardly ever came back to the
White House. She was on the road month after
month after month. She visited treatment
centers where she asked kids, "Tell me what
happened? Why did this happen to you? What
couwld yvou have done?® She said, "You know, you
carn?’t learn unless you listen.”

She wouwld have beern on the road four
morths earlier had-iﬁ not béEﬂ far the Libyan
terrorist threat because that constrairned us
Yoo f%aveling for a while. So we went ocut as
soorn in the new year as we couwld. I think that
first trip hearterned her so much because she
saw kids responding to her. She saw that, in
Just visiting one—-on—one, she was having an
impact. She pot sco immersed in that subject
that i think she forpot about herself.

If you don®t set an agenda, the agenda
is set for you. If Narncy Reapawn, in that first
year, is meeting privately and it’s not making
an impact o the perception in the media,

ther, obviously, we're not setting ocur cwn





