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a vulnerable person. There was an article in
dar ivg
the Washington Star im the 1980 campaign. It ’% {
was a cheap shot. That woman was devastated
for weeks. People talk about her being touah.
They talk about her beinno involvea in the
process. Those thinogs are all true, but she’s
alsoc a vulrnerable, sweet little person. A lat
of her personal friends see that, but pecple

in the opbolitical arema don't = 1%.

Donnie Radcliffe: Dornmie Radeliffe is
a Washinoton Post
reporter who has
coveraed the Reagan
White House for

several years.

There is an element of the unaporochable
about her. I would have hoped that after four
vears, with this particular press corps who is
following her every move, that there would be
some feeliwg of a rapport that has developed

Sew 5
with us. I don’t have that feeldiwn. I still
feel that we can have our differences and
still have an understandino.

I mean, we might encounter her in a

situation where she is walkino towards a group
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aof press she knows, and there is not a glimmer
of yrecognition in her eye about who we are. <5:L
The ﬁresident isn’'t that way. Sometimes he’ll
give you a little lift of the eyebrow, or a
little wink. It doesn’t mean that we’ve
craossed each other’s lines or we've succumbed
to each other's charms, but it does mean that
there is & human aquality there that, with Mrs.
Reagan, is missiwng.

I think she thinks that she's been
burned by the press and therefore she’s wary.
I don't krnow if she is really scared and I do
not necessarily suscribe to fhe view that she
is timid and shy. I don’t see Mrs. Reagan as
that at all. I think she’s more aloaf and

controlled about what the outer NMancy Reapan

is.

I would like to like her. I really don’t
krncw whether I like her or not. I don’t
dislike her. I'donﬁt kriow that I would think
of her as a close friend. A—JTust—dom-$—kncuw-
hqg_l_ﬂgglﬂ_gggiibﬁ%»—I feel that there’s a
certain detachment about her that makes it
sort aof difficult to feel a closeness to her.
Now, she may be wonderful with her staff, but
that?’s the sort of thing I don’t Know ever
canes through to ordinary mortals. I still

feel theve’s a curtain there.
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I would like to feel that she is a warm,
caring person, that I could go to and talk
about substantial things or concerns, but I
don't know how that would ever be possible.

If vew—sit _dowsrwith the president yoe—

do feel that at least for the mo

youl and

he are having a FPiETE; discussion, whether

e
youl are disagreeing or not. With her I feel

that there is sao much superficiality, there's
nothing there that goes—very deeo. -
James Rosebush: James Rosebush was Mrs.

Reagan’s East Winp chief

of staffﬂ

You certainly don’t have a person here
who'!s charnpged herself to fit thé occasion, but
the experience of the past years has had an
impact own her.

P’h?fﬂk%%he was always willing to take
risks——accept ¢hallenge--but Itttk now she
does it with ogreater confidence. I think she
takes all of the public aecclaim riow with a
krock—on—wood attitude because she’s no orne to
rest on those laurels. In the political world,
they can evaporate. 50 I think she wants to

wark hard to keeo the public confidence.

q o
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h = bright, she’'s hardworking,
and she’s good to work for in the sense that
she knows what’s going on. She’s alert, and so
you can work well with her because of that,
because she knows what’s poing on. She's very
demanding of herself. You want to do your best
for her. That’s the way I respond to her. I
want to do my best for her because she’s
demanding of herself and Ithirk she expects
gmod work out of people.

She likes to use the phone a lot more
than I do. I've never been one to enjoy
talking on the telephone but‘that’s-her way of
communicating with people. She’s up there on
the second floor of the White House and you or
I might get up and walk down to the office at
the end of ?he hall to chew the fat with
someone, but her way of communicating is on
the telephone.

She has nevev{égid to me owned, "Jim,
you?! ve overscheduled me. You’ve given me too
much. You've ;ade me climb too many flioghts of

stairs.” She’'s got boundless eneroy.
Dr. Richard Davis:

Nancy came to Washinpton prepared, by

parents, a good home, a fine education, and

L]
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wondeful friends. Sometimes we forget that she ‘ 3{;
was "First Lady of California" for eight
years. So she did have experience when she
arrived in Washington. I think the first twao
or three years in the White House got her off
stride. The first thing that did was some
unfortunate press.

The second was the wounding of the
president in March, 1981. I remember that, of
course, vividly. I had come down on several
occasions and three or four nights after his

sTET
operation I came pere to the White House.
Nancy had had a really dreadful day. Things
were perhans touch and go. We got back here
ard she seemed to shift gears. She actually
tock me on a little pguided tour. We talked
about different things and finally the tour,
s to speak, ended in a beautiful room on the
third floor called the sclarium. It has a bay
window and looks out over the monument.

That night, though, it was under

renovation and there weren’t any lights in the

room. It was early spring and the window boxes

were filled with daffodils. Here we were
standing in this darkness and there were these
dnecing yellawlflowers which represented to us,

I guess, a hopeful future. We discussed a




number af things. éhe expressed her oratitude
about all the care the president received and
the doctors and rnurses. And then she turned to
me and said, "Now Dick, my job this week is to
really go over this room and renovate it so
the president can recover here. It will make
him feel like he’s outside orce again and, you
krow, we want to keep all that sunshine and
happiness in his life."”

And I thought tht really was guite a
remarkable thinp. She showed no self pity. She
was thinking of a life probably more dear to

her than her very own.

{ T =ND THE Y)
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CHAPTER THREE: Navrcy=and—Ren

Nancy Reapans

I can’t talk for anvone else. I can talk
for me., what makes me happy, what makes my
husband happy, what makes our marriapoe haooy.
For me, my husband, my family, &ome first. And
that makes me hapoy. I assume it makes them
hapoy.

I think it's easier if you have a
definite philosophy that you?ve held for a
lann time. I have a feeling fhat perhaps in
the past, there’ve been some people who maybe
Haven’t made up their minds clearly what their
positions are. And I think that can ape you
pretty aquickly. But if you have a ogretty
definite ohilosophy of what you want to do,
then it makes things a lot easier.

It’s what he feels. He has his awn
instincts about what’s right and what’s wrong.

Do we evéf fight? We disagree. We don't
fight. Fight to me means throwing plates and
all of that. There’s nobody that you’re going
to agree with all the time, even your husband.

I'm often asket about thirty three years
of marriage, which today sounds like a lonag

time. It doesn’t seem like a long time,

0047
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though. I got to thinking about it and, you’re
always reluctant to give anybody advice about
marriage or how to have a long marriape or
whatever, but I’ve really been very lucky
because most men or women, when they pet
married, like to feel that their husband or
wife, if put to the test, if put under
tremendous pressure, would act in a certain
way, would act with great strength and -weweid
make yau very proud of them. You like to feel
that. But very seldom does the average person
have a chance to really see that husband or
wife under those kinds of circumstan:es. I"ve
been very lucky in that, because I’ve seen my
husband under very pressured conditions, I
krnow he’s never failed. Never failed me. He's
always stuck to principles. He's never done
anything for political reasons. You go back to
the assassination attempt. I don't know of

many men who would have handled it that way.

President Reapamn:

How do you explain it? We're hapoy. 1

don’t know how to answer it. From a man’s

T

!
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standpo&nt, I could say what I think Clark

Bable once said to somecne, "There’s nathing ”71
more important than aporoaching your own

doorsten and krowing that someone on the other

side of the door is listening for the sound of

your footsteps.”

I know that during the day, even before
this job, whatever I was doing, something
would happen in a day and the first thing that
would go throuoh my mind was picturing myself
telling her about it whén I got home.

We talk about everything. Sometimes, we
disagree on someone oy their particular
gualifications or something, but never very
seriously. It's good to talk about it and have

other iriput. I feel better always knowino that

we? re in agreement.

Michael Reagans:

I don’t think she advises him on things,>—
decisions he makes as president. But it's
important tha£>dad have her because she is a
sounding board Just for family feelings. She'’s
an important part of his life. I've always
said that, without her, dad probably wouldn’t
be president of the United States. She gives
him irnner strength, that he really needs and

that keeps him goino every day, knowino that

)
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at the end of the day, he has her to go home L(C
to.

She sees the people around dad and- she
wants them to to be in the same mald they’re
in. I think that's what haopens. She may voice
an opinion on a person or whether they're
doing the J1ob and are looking the part they
should play or if they’re not. She probably
discusses that with dad. But the ultimate
decision is always up to dad on who he's poing
to have working with him.

I think he values very much all the
adviece that she gives him. Dad?s just a

and
stranger man because of Nancy*Reagan)/She’s
been a very supportive force. Without her
support, he would not have run for governor,
he would rnot have run for president.

I think what pulled them through into
the 19805 was that dad and the people around
dad wanted him to run. I don't know if Nancy
did. All of ws were hurt after he lost ta Ford
at the end of '76. It was, what do you dao, do
yau start this, do you do that? S—%hdnk
eveEryhody—was—pretty Aurt—that—dad _didn’t gek.
"i%—1 think dad’s the cne that pulled up his
boots and said, no, we're poing on. And then

geverybody supported dad.
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You make a bad remark apainst Ronald Lf/
Reagan and Nancy’s not goinog to be friendly
to vou. ople o

comAirt A

Her life really iS/around Ronald Reagan. She
will dg whatever is necessary to insulate him
and keep him hapoy. And she goes off. She does
her thing helping with the kids, with the
grandparent orogram and the drug prooram,
which are important to her. But, really, the
most imoportant thing to her is Ronald Reagan.
8o if you consider everything rr—hat. on that
basis, then she isn’t that complicated.

They do need each othef. They both dance

Aun €

to the other one’'s atde. I mean, dad is
Nancy'!s strength in his way and Nanecy is his
strength in the home life. I think they could
live all by themselves arnd be perfectly habpoy.
That's not to say that they don’t want the
kids or anything of that nature. But the fact
is that now the kids are grown and gone. and
their relationship hasn®t cﬁanged in 39 years.
They are the ;ame people #;ﬁ; met back in the

fifties and pot married in 1952. They haven't

changed.

William F. Bucklevy:

q
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I would say that, at one level, Nancy

" Reapan has total influence aover her husband.

that is to say I could not imagine his doing H1
something which forfeited her lovyalty or her

devotion to him.;;; would be very hard %o

imagine such a thing even in the abstract.

They are in every sense of the word
companions. They share their thoughts, they
share their peeves, they share their
enthusiasms. And when something is brewing, it
is coterminously communicated. It isn't
something that he sort of announces. So
there’s never a situation in which all of a
sudden he accosts her at noon and says
something?s been cooking in my mind for three
momths. This is it. They just don’t have that
kind of relationship.

Suppose he asked Jimmy Carter to be
special Mideast fixit man. Something like
that, he'd almost certainly would discuss with
her because of_.the bizarre character of it. I
can’t believe that he would discuss wifh her
in any detail recommendations of who should be
the new head of the Federal Reserve Hoard.

I think she has a very important rale in
the sense that he would never want to

dispooint her nor would he ever want to

e e A S



surprise her. If somewhere along the line, he
decided to end the agriculture embargoo, he’d
know that doing so would at least arnnoy and,
in some senses, outrapge the hard anti-
communist part of his constituency. In a -
situation like that, it would‘be perfectly
normal Fcr.him to discuss the cﬁnsequences af
ann impending decision. It is very unlikely
that she would weigh im during that discussion
in such a way as to cause him to change his
mind.

It's hard to say how good her instincts
are because we don't smeally ﬁften talk

pamlitics. We talk people. Take the whole

matter of whether he would run in 1368. In 7%{;f9umf

368, there was an understanding more or less
that if Nixon failed in the orimaries in New
Hampshire and Indiana, Reagan would come in
rather than let Nelson Rockefeller have it. OfF
course, Nixen didn’t fail in those orimaries,
but meanwhile a movement had develaped. She
was at once anxgous for him to succeed in any
enterprise and terribly afraid that he might
be hurt. He didn’t declare his candidacy until
after he arrived in Miami and at the time I
was quite certain the reason he had finally
entered the race wasn't because he thouoht

there was any chance of winning it, but

H%
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because he didn’t want to let down people wha
had expended that much of an effort. She, in
that situation, almost certainly urged him not L{Lt
to think so much about the peobple who had
supported him as about himself.
They grew up in their early married life

fighting communists in Hollywood. It was a
o~ 2

shared experi enceJ mm

that continues to be extremely strong in
Ll pest

Reagan. And itx formed her ocpinions also.

There?’s a sense in which she’s not that
lmuch of a hard liner. He's a very hard liner
in his rhetoric, but less in his actions. Hel’s
been safter orn the Soviet Union in respect of
Poland and Afoghanistan than Carter was. 1
can’t imagime a situation in which she would
say to him, notwithstanding how he feels about
the Soviet Union, "We have got to entertain
Gorbachev when he comes aver here." It’s much
more likely that he simply would accept the
imstitutional reguirements that he has as
chief of state and simply swing with it.

She thinks he’s absolutely unigue. She
probably thinks he belongs on Mount Rushmore.
And any failure of the public to recoonize

this is a failure of them to recognize that

which is obvious to her. In that sense, she is
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more ambiticus for him but only because of her
distinctive appreciation of him. Now is that
the same kind of ambition tht Lady MacBeth had
or is it something completely different? I

think it's different. It?’s kind of a

healicentrice relationshino.

Bonita Granville Wrather:

Nancy and Ronald Reagan are a team.
They? re devoted to one ancther, very much in
lave, and they work as a team and they always
have. I understand it. Some people may not
because they may not have husbands. My
husband, until he passed away, was a partner
of mine. We talked about everything. I can't

say whether she gives him advice, but I think

they discuss everything and they advise each

other. When I hear people say, well, she’s his

.

advisor, that’s not so. Thex)gfscuss things
topether. ]

I know that the president thinks that
his wife is a goad judge of character. I know
that he values her opinion on everything,
whether it’s raising children or politics. It
doesn’t matter. He values her opinion. As, by

the way, do all of her friends.
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C. Z. Wick:

What I krnow well of their relationship He&
is that she had excellent judoement and, like
any husband ard wife, there’s interest in what
the cther does. He knows he can rely on very
solid judgement, but I think that the
character of that is his recoconizing a smart
person who is there for him and wﬁo’s salid as
a rock when you need some good advice.

She has terrific instincts for people’s
motives and their sort of personal agendas.
She’s micro and he’s macro. He's the big
picture in terms of the whole country. She'’s
very good with the people ;;ai are very close

to him.
Ron Réagan:

She’s got great instincts, not so much
about what will play well to the country--
that's where he comes in, that’s where he’s
very pood——-but as to how he plays best, just
himself. How he comes off best, under what
circumstances, and in what surroundinos.

I can’t say whether he discusses thinags

1@
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that are classified with her. I would guess he
probably wouldn'’t want to. But they talk about
everything else. They’re very close. What

don’t you talk about with your wife?
Maureen Reagan:

They have the ultimate relationship.
They are each other’s best friends. We all
want to have that kind of relationshin. They
try things out on each cther. They usé each
aother as sounding boards. There’s a difference
between being an advisor and being somebady’s
best friend. He refines things that he's
thinking about by saying them out loud and
talking to her. She refines things that she’s
thinking about iw the same way, and they give
each other advice in that way. They have alwavs
done that. They will always do that. They are
abgsolutely a team. You do not get one without
the other, ever.

They’r;:always two parts to
everything——-the ideas, the ambition, the
ability to do it. Then there’s the rest of us
behind the scenes that sort of make it all
came together and make it all work. She has
created an environment in their lives that

allowed him a lot of freedom to go out and

11
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explore things that he might mot have under
other circumstances. But I don't call that a
driving force.

My initial reaction is that he would be
president no matter what right riow because I
have a feeling of destiny in this particular
enterprise. I think it all became possible
because of the relationship they have, and
because they both had a great deal of freedom
arnd because they have this incredible
friendship that allows them to talk about

things.

Nancy Reynolds:

Narncy Reagan’s only interest is what'’s
good for the president. She has no hidden
agenday Stre—as no other worries or concerns.
She feels that if there are people who have

other agendas, and in politics there are

always such people, they are definitely
working at some sort of disadvantage to the
president and she’s going to speak up.

They certainly fulfill esach other’s
needs and perhaps that''s the basis for a

. .
really successful marriage. They commuricate

with ore ancother extremely well. And they have

-
a
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such mutual admiration and respect for one
another. Based on those two things, they agree

on most issues. T promiviénce o1 the family

fids of thiteg t they 1lik -

T )
togetirery fhey share so many things in comman,

o4

but mostly they fulfill each other?s needs,
most of the persconal needs we ‘all have. He
Ioves and respects her very much and vice
versa. Like mast marriages, no one is ever
giving fifty fifty. Rt orne time or another
someone has done the eighty twenty bit or
ninety ten. And they’ve each had opportunity
to be in that position, as all good
relationships do. And I think they have af.
bond, a personal bond, of all the things
they’ve gone through topether. It has only

strengthened over the years.
Sheila Tate:

First of all, if you know Nancy and
Ronald Reagan, you know that he's not goinmg to
every/cohsider her a liability. She’s his
bigonest asset, emctionally, and we knew we
could get that story out.

To gome degree, I think she was a

convenient lightning vrod, and when you have a

.N
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papular president, it’s hard to attack the

president. ''is wife is vulnerable. People took

shots at her. There—was_some—eaf-fmath

They!re inextricably bound, but she’s
certainly carved out an indeperdent niche for
herself that she could be proud of in her cwn
right. I think she?’s probably teased the
president about the fact that her Patiﬂglis a
little higher than his.

Do I feel she’s a little competitive
with the president? Only on the friendliest
basis. We'd say, "We were the lead story on
the network news," and she’d say, "I can’t
wait to tell Rormmie.”

She was probably the best person ta

FHa Pre<tdets agt
address that age issug. She’d beerr throuwgh it
before. She’s the closest person there is tao
the president and she knew that it was not anm
issue. We were out campaigning and she took
that issue head on. She walked over the rope
lines when we’d get to am airport and invite
reporters? qu;stions and she would welcome

o &
that particular guesticn. She had a very good

sense that she could address that guestion in

a way orcbably no one else could.

Lyn Nofziger:

0060
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Narcy’s a perfectly normal human being.
When things go wrong with her husband, and she S\
thinks somebody?’s at fault, she gets upset.
She gets over it. She’s protective of him and
that's a good thing., I'm sure all she’s
concerned about is that the pecople who work
for him serve him well., That'’s what she’s
concerned about.

She’s more interested in public
relations and the president’s popularity thay
she is, let’s say, in his sticking to
conservative doctrine. Apparently peopnle want'
it both ways. Nancy goes with what is best for
Ronald Reagan, and certainly opart of that iss
does he adhere to his priﬂciples. We all of us
look at the public relations side of it.
That?'s part of it. But I don’t think that she
does that to the exclusion of principle.

She is a very important woman. I don’t
think she’s uncomfortable. I think she feels
very strongly that her husband is the
president and that he’s the man who ought to
be taking the crediﬁi Med*s the person who
ought to be out in fronmt. To that degree, she
has put herself somewhat behind, but that’s

not an unusual thing for a woman tao deo.
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Ed Rollins: Ed Rallins served as
President Reagarn’s White SSCL’
House political advisar,
o ,

I think she is the constant advisor. She
is without guestion his closest friernd. She
certainly doesn’t try and get inveolved inm the
day to day policy decisions, but I think
there’s no guestion when he wants somecone
whose advice he trusts, he goes tﬁ her,

He certainly likes it when she
féinforces him. When she diségrees with him,
he probably really ponders very much whether
he's goiing in the right divetion or mot. So I
would certainly say he heeds her advice.

She has as much clout as she wants £,
If she wants ta weigh in on something, it
certainly becomes the focus on his agenda, and
can certainly become the focus of a lat of
other attentiocn arcund the White House.

Ronald ﬁéagan is to a certain extent a
very solitary man. He’s sapy unigque. He has
no ego. He has no need for friends aor
advisors or what have you. He's just a very
comfortable man with himself. And there’s are
person in that inner circle, day in and day

out) Theres one persocn who's a constant,

) 16




whose judgement he values above all. I think
that makes her an extremely important part of
the team.

I think the president’s toughness is
totally underestimated. Ftivisek %g has a real
irmer toughness. That when it comes down to
things that are really crucial and important,
he's there on the line. It’s easier for her to
make judgements because she’s rnat dealing
face—-to—face with pecple as he is. When a
staff person is not serving the oresident
well, the president may still like the person.
She’s in a little more of an abstract
situation. She can make judgements based on
performance, where sometimes other factors
ernter into the president’s judgment.

She can be very tough, no guestion about
it.

I don’t think he can rely on her any
more than he does. He re’‘es on her so much
today. The pregident has had a career-—-—mot
Just his political career but his movie
career——in which there have bheen a lot of
peaple in and out. Making movies, he’s had
different directors, different costars. But
for twenty five years, the cone cornstant in his

life has been her. Raonald Reagan would be very

17
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happy on his mountain top, all alone, with one
exception, and that’s that he’d like to have

her with him.

Richard Allen: Richard Allen was
President Reagan’s first
national security
advisor. His White House
tenure was marked by:::;7
contraversy wheg/ﬁg/

tl./
iriterview

arranged an

with Mrs. Reagan for a

Japanedge publication

whigZgh responded with

The president is the kind of man whao, by
my‘observation, in dealing with this able and
strong willed wife, recognizes that she’s on
his side all the time. He’s able to listen
carefully and m;ybe it influences his point of
view and maybe it doesn’'t. He doesn’t always
give an expression of whether he approves of
what you’re doing, saying, or how vou’re
behaving. It's a very interesting feature of

the man.

Ta see Ronald Reagan and Nancy Reagan in

¢eeq
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circumstarces of difficulty, as I have seen
them in the pre-campaign days and camoaion
days when things looked pretty dark at are §)§>
point, and to watch them operate at the White
House, orne sees a reflection of a relationship
that is clearly, in the first instance,
grounded in love and caring about each cther.
The fact of the matter is that the oresident
misses her if shel!s away twenty four hews or
forty eight hours. It's almost anm unbreakable
team effort.

There are lots of things that a husband
will rot warnt to do in which a wife can helo
out without her work carrying the conmotation
of dirty work. I think that’s very helpful.
I’m pushed freaguently by my wife and I think
he is pushed fregquently by his wife tao do
things or not to do things.

I—1rik she steps into a role that he
orobably at least subconsciocusly invites her
to fill. I thiwk that’s very interesting.
Every caoupnle that is married krows about those
limits on either side. Most husbands invite

Otlers ,
their wives in. Mery do not and live tao regret
the day. I think President Reagan has invited

Nancy Reagan into that realm. She kriows what

the margin is, the boundary so to speak, and

i9
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she coperates freely up to that boundary.

Michael Deaver: é;
D

Nancy will fight to her dyiwng day to
protect Romald Reagan whether he's act@r,
governor, private citizen, or oresident. She’d
want to krow, is he pgetting out on the patio
for lunch to get some of that sunshine? What’s
he having for lunch today? Don’t youw pive him
same time in the morning? Give him some time
in the afternoon so that he can sit at his
desk and think a little bit Bimself. She is
not the kind of person égég would call up and
say, you know, I think the SALT talks ought to
begin February 2nd. Her orimary concern wauld
be his personal needs.

Im married. Sometimes I win, sametimes
Carolyn wins. The same is true of the Reagan
household as it is in most households.
Sometimes they argue and she?ll prevail and
sometimes he?ll prevail, but it’'’s the most
incredible love relationship I've ever seen in
my life betweer a couple.

I suppose anybady who®s here wants to
leave something of themselves as far as their
own mark and I'm sure that’s probébly true of

Nancy. I've said this before. If Ronald Reagan

i3
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had owned a shoe store, she’d be cut there

pushing shoes. 5(7

Dr. Barbara Kellerman: Dr. Barbara Kellerman
is a praofessor at
Fairleigh Dickinson
University and an
authority an Anerican

Firset Ladies.

Nancy Reagan’s greatesﬁ strengths and
ogreatest weaknesses have the considerable
charm of being one and the same. Her greatest
strenoth is that she is so tied to her husband
that she provides him with the kind of
emotional suppoort tﬂa@ all of us wish we had.
Her greatest weakness is that she is so tied
to her husband and she provides him with so
much emotioha% support that I thinmk she is
relatively ill-equipped to stand back and say,
"Yayu're doing this wrong. You might want to
take another look at this."

Don’t look to Nancy Reagan to provide
Rornald Reagan with a critical perspective. On
the other hand, do look to Nancy Reagan for

this enduring emotional support.




If we had access to the living guarters,
even if we were a fly on the wall of the

Réagan apartment in the White House, I think

it would be very hard for us to understand ‘SQ&

fully what goes on. I think in the
relationship between two peable one doesn't
see orders being piven. It's a dynamic, the
way all relationshins are dynamic. I don’t for
a moment think Nancy Reapan orders her husband
to do this or do that. I think she makes her
opinions felt in certain ways, the way all

wamen and men do in the context of lono

- marriages and long relationships. Those

opinions, in a good marriage, in a good
relatidnship, will be taken very sericusly by
the other perscon. It*s that kind of power:
‘Pﬁwer that’s private; power that’s abstract,
if you wills; power that?'s articulated much
more throuph interpersonal influence than it
is through the usual kinds of authority

relationships that we associate with the word

power.

_{END—FAAPTER THREE, END "NANCY—AND—REMN!1)L
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CHAPTER +feiii: , Meeting with the Popne

Nancy Reagan: ]L;§

My meeting with the Pope was I think one
=f the most moving, wonderful experiences I've
gver had. I’ve met with him twice before but
this was the first time alane.

What was so special? Being alone.
Talking about something that concerns me very
much arnd concerns him, and hearing his views
on it——and his comments about what I'm doino.

Yes, he thought what we’re doing is
important. You can’t ask for anything more.
How could you rnot be moved?

We discussed the sericusness of 1t. I
believe very stronogly in the family, gettinng
parents'groups and families involved. He
believes Just as strangly that it?s necessary
for these young pecple who are trying to waork
their way back: which is a very difficult
thing for them to do, to have some kind of
spiritual help, relipiocus help.

He's such a marvelous man. Number one, a
very strong marn, but he has a pentleness at

the same time. The attempoted assassinations,

they came very closely together, so I feel a
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special affinity with him.
I gust hope whatever I say or do can be
of help to people. It's special to be here on
my owr, but on those terms—-—only on those LQ4

terms. That I can be of help.

the
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CHAPTER FOUR: First Lady

Nancy Reagan:

I hope people like me. I think it's beewn
a process of getting to know me, and that took
a long time. Probably some of it was my fault,
gsome theirs. It was so new to me. I didn’t
krow quite what to do, and there’s no training
for this job. When something is mnew to wme, and
I'm a little shy aSﬁut doing something, then I
terid to hold back.

The first year was a bad year for lots
of reasons. I had all these personal praoblems
that were on my mind and I was holding back.

There wasn't a deliberate sitting down
and saying, "Now I’ve got to turn this
around. ” It wasn't that. I'm no different than
I ever was. But as time went on, I got more
used to the Jjob, and more used to being here.

I got past the;first year.

I always knew I wanted to be involved in
the drug problem, and them I had more time. I
was more ready for it, and it just evolved.

There isn’t any clearly defined role for
the First Lady. You make of it what you want.

I see my role as what I'm doing. I didn’t




realize that you had such a tremendous
platform, 1if yau weré interested in ore
particular thing, to try to advarce it and
infarm people and get your feelings across.
I’ve chosen that way. But then, everybody has
their ocwn way. =123 = [tTicize
arnypedy—etsa.

The term, "the right image." That seems
to me such a phony kind of staged thing-——I1'm
going to carve out this imapgpe and that’s what
111 be. Now, whatever kind of image that
conjures up in peoples’® minds, I don’t know.
But all I can do is be myself. I'm not going
to be like anybody else. I'm ogoing to be Nancy
Reagan. So I'11 push the things that I'm
interested in. That?!s the way it's beern all
through history. Every First Lady has her own
particular style or her own particular
individuality and gets her own particular
criticism.

Iz it trde I can be "relentless?! I
think I Rnow what I want. But actually I would
think that if I were working for somebody, I
wauld rather work for somebody who knew what
they wanted. The other would be very confusing
to me. I wouldn’®t know if this is what she

wanted or if that’s what she wanted. I don’t

i
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hav &
leave any doubts, but isn’t that easier? We

have a lot of laughs. If I'm upset about éﬁ
about somethingo that somebeody?’s done, I tend
to gust pull back. A curtain comes down. Now I
don’t know whether that’s good or bad, but
that’s always beern so. I don't yell and shout
and thraw things, I just pull back.

Everybody whao's been here krnows the
Job?s tough. I would never criticize ancther
First Lady. I never knew that Mary Lincoln
was criticized so terriby. Well she was.
Acrnss the hall, there’s a painting of Mrs.
Coolidge. It’s a beautiful painting, her
standing with the deon. She was criticized
because supposedly there were people who said
that her dress was really shorter tharn it was.
It was really kind of a flapper style. And
that she had had it painted on and added to
and it was not the dress at the Smithsonian.
There was a whole big flap about this. Mrs.
Lincaln was coriticized for spending $2, 908 on
her inauguwaligawn.

I don’t think I'm getting all that bad a
oress now. I think peanle, as thinps have
settled down and tﬁz;?:: ;;;:;n to kriow me
more, know that a lat of thinogs were not true.

I hear a lot of times, "Well, Nancy

Reapan wants this or Nancy Reapan wants that,"

L
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when I've never said anything about it and I
daﬁ’t know what they’re talking about. é;Q.

Does the president sometimés say "no" to
me? Sure. Does his "no" always end it? Not
always. 1’11 wait a little while; then I’11
come back at him again.

It really reaches a point where
something’s gone much too far, in my
opinion. So it seems to me, sometimes, that if
you can catch it before it reaches that point
where a lot of people are maybe hurt, then
it’s easier to stop it right in the beginning,
rather than let it build up a head of steamn.

I don’t have as much "clout" as they say
I do. I don’t pet involved in‘hawutm balance
the budpet or how to reduce the deficit or
foreign affairs or whatever. I think I pet
imvelved in pecple issues. I think I'm aware
of people who are trying to take advantage of
my husband, who are trying to end run him.

Sometimes he’ll want to talk about
oraoblems and sometimes he won’t. Sometimes his
mind is so busy and so occupied, he just wants
to go right to those papers as soon as he npets
his dirnner. And then, there’s rnot much
conversation about it. Other times, he does

want to talk about it.
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I didn't think it was fair when I'd pick
up the paper arnd I'd read that he was a
warnonger, that he was ready to gao to war and éf%
so on. I know that that’s simply untrue. He's
trying to do everything he can to avert war
and bring about peace. That did concern me. I
was in faver of a meeting with Gromyko. I
thought that was a good idea. I'm plad he
came.

He and my husband had beew over at the
Oval Office alone, and having dismissed
everybody else, 1 was asked to come down to
the Red Room and be there-whén they got back,
be there to greet them, which I was. They came
in and we said hello, and they came arcund
with the trays. He took some tomato juice or
something and I took a Perrier and he toasted
me and I toasted him and then it was just sort
of small talk. I think we were talking about
the metric system. He turned and looked at me
and said, "Is your husband in favor of peace
or war?" And i said, "Peace." And he said,
"Are you sure?” And I said, "I'm sure." And he
said, "Well, then, you whisper ?Peace? in his
ear every wnight."” And I said, "I will. I’11
also whisper it into your ear."

I haven’t much time to be lonely. We

plunged into so many things right away; Ahere

40
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isn!tw é?[

<;'When we went to church ore Sunday, #8wy husbh..a

séid, "Look at this schedule. It used to be

s simple just to go to church. All we’'re

doing is going to church and look at all these

pecple G#;t are involveqfiiih—ga%ﬁg—%g—~

church.¥ Or, if we go to Camp David, he’ll

say, "What are all those helicoapters doing out

there?" You know, he still can’t get Dverilhat
,'3:;,"-/*""”5- S50

t+t takes that many people around you.

I think he's happy. +hhink {rfe enjoys
Tl -thivk—he enjoys being in the position of
beinmg able to try to do the things he feels
very strongly about and has for a long time.
Yes, i think he's habpy.

Sometdlvaes

A~dt’s very hard. At this particular time,
with what’s happening world wide and certainly
in this country, with inflation and so orn.
Tremendous.

E—‘b'hi-nkﬁeing governor of California was
a very good tn;ining ground for this job,
barticularly because, as he said often during
the campaign, he came in as governor when the
state was in almost the same positicon as the
country. It was broke fimancially and so on.

You just multiply that by I don?’t know how

many times. 0f course, California didn’t have




a foreion policy.

It’s more work tharn I thought it would
be, for me. I can't speak for him. He brirps
back stacks of papers that he reads every
might, in his study or the living rcam,
whatever, uhtil he falls asleep at nightr—éi;;
11:3@8 br%:, midnioht.

He gets frustrated by the entrenched
bureauvcracy—-—because it's an entrenched
bureaucracy.

I have moments of accepting it that my
husband is president and then moments of
thinking I'm not really here. I was interested
when Prime Minister Thatcher was here. She
said somewhat the same thinog to my husband.
She said, "Do you ever have times wher you
think of cther heads of state and you think,
oh, they must be sco brilliant, so marvelous,
and so extra special? And thern you realize
that vou’re a head of state, and you think,
I'"m just an ordinary person.”

There was a tremendcocus emctional
upheavel that I didn’t count-orn——at leaving
our home and cur children. I'm sure you saw
the picture of Pattie and some at thévhouse
cryihg.lnnd my cryinp. There was all this
extra in it that 1 realiy hadn®t counted on.

All of it topether did pet me down for a

65



while.

Eut I'm enjgoying it. Yes, I am enjoaying éQ;
it.
Letitia Raldridpe: Etiguette authority

Letitia Baldridpe
served as White
House social
secretary for First
Lady Jacoueline
Kennedy.
The First Lady belongs to the people.
She has thousands of letters addressed to her
every month, asking for advice, consclation,
help. What she does is reflected throughout
the entire United States. If she has pood
posture, mothers say to their dauphters,
"Starnd up straight. Don't you see Mrs. Reapan
has pood posture?” IF she has a good figure,
everyone wants to look like her. If she has a
beautiful home and has pocd taste, everyone
wants to have the same apricot color living
room that she has, and banana yellow on the
walls. Everyore wants to copy the First Lady.
Therefore, if she is intellipent and if

she has style and prace, it's pretty nice to
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copy somecrne like that. She alsc is a
wonderful helpmate to her husband, Shelg a
Frunk
wargerfud partner. And althouoh she doesn’t é)@
make poclicy decisions, the mere fact that she
is the ultimate sympathetic listening ear at
rnioht when the president of the Urnited States
Petukns to his private guarters is very
important.
It's impossible to please all the
public. EBut things straiphten cut through the
years and varicus First Ladies have been
criticized for beingo overly invclved ir
White House affairs. Pecple forpet that and
remember them for their intellipence. I think
Mrs. Reapaw is makinmg a very classic,
woriderful path, being a supportive ear to her
husband but rnot even pretending to interfere
ivi public policy.
I denn?t think there's a man alive who is
in love with his wife and doesn’t trust her
intuition. She sees a lot on her cwn, I'm
sure, thét the president doesn’t see. I think
it’s pood to have that kind of advice.
I think she will go down in history as
ore of the very finest First Ladies because
she has porne through bad publicity and
surmcunted it so beautifully. She has done

such wonderful things with her dvug proagram,

5
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her foster children oprogram, theraputic

.ridirng. She’s been involved in a lot of

things. She is working hard on the drun é;&
prooram at a time when drug arnd alcohaol abuse
are really a very serious problem in this
country. She?s right on target. And what she
does is very effective. She has influence. She
works hard at it. I thimk she alse derives
preat satisfaction from seeing the pood that
she does. Tiw—kiVd of niTeT—too,

There’s a graowth process in every First
Lady. I've seen it in every single one of
them. Mrs. Ford went throupgh preat personal
prrablems arnd rose to surmounf them. Roslynn
Carter and Lady Rird Johnson, wow, I mear: Lady
Bird does thinogs to this day. She has power
and influernce in the whaole field of world
wildlife and preservation that she rnever would
have had if she hadrn’'t been First Lady and if
it hadn’t evolved during her years as First
Lady. B

Mrs. Reapan has evolved, too. If they
are smart, intellipent womer, if they have
their eyes and ears opern, and they don’t

= r54 Ladl <5

succumb to prejudices, ®ey all evolve and

become greater pecople. If nothing else, they

dori’t get any money out of it and as they pet
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a lot of grief cut of it, they also develop
inwardly and store up a tremendous amcurt of
krnowledge. It must effect their whole lives
forever and ever. Once you?re cut of the White és
House, téz First Lady has to be very charped q
and has to be very invelved in what’s going on
around her. Just think of all the rewspapers
they suddenly start to read.
Wher you're that busy, you don't have
time to give iﬁ%@ prief. You just keep plowing
ahead. That's orne of the perks of the job.
You?ve so many thinogs you have to do. There's
this encormous schedule laid out for you. You
just don’t have time to dwell on grief or
sadness or fear. You Just_gi;; ahead and do
vour job. And I think that's what she’s done.
I think that First Ladies have to
realize that whern they come intc the job——
Claire Luce had a marvelous expressiorn——"rm
opood deed poes unpunished. " They keep doing
pood deeds for the White House, for their
caﬁhtry, and they’re constantly criticized for
it. But you have to po ahead and keep an
anyway.
Both Mrs. Reapan and Mhrs. Hennmedy are
remarkably peod locking, remarkably kind and

motherly iv many ways. The two of them carn be

compared a great deal. What makes Mrs. Reagan

11
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so unigue is the wonderful love affair that
she has with her husband. They’re like young
lovers., It's wornderful to see them walk dowrn ’7C>
the hall hand irn hand. I keep reminding my
husband that we mever hold bhands. The Reapans
hold hands all the time. And I think America
loves that. It’s a ogreat, great symbol of
marriage.

It’s very hard whern you’re working just
vour utmost to do the right thing in your
Job, and you're giving it your all, to see it
put across in the headlines of the papers as
something negative. It's very frustrating. OF
course she was huwrt and frusfrated in the
begirming and, intelligent womarn that she is,
she learned to accept it, to expect it, and
not to be bothered by it. You have a choice
i the White House: you either have a complete
nervous breakdown or you learn to forpet it.
fArid that?’s what she has done.

Mrs. Johﬁéon came along iw history at
just the right moment because the youth
started to reveolt and the women®s movement
?r?d?\ d. And womern started leaviwg the home in
droves to po to work. She was such an

executive, the womer related to her and were

imspivred by her arnd evncouraged by her. When
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Mrs. Reagarn came intc the White House there
was a tremendous need for the whole subject of
husband and wife to be seen in a new light.
Pecple were putting each other down and the
new young woman executive was perhaps too
aporessive., All of a sudden, here was arn cold
fashiocrned family coming back into the White
House. It was a oreat moment for that to
happer because nct only was she a fantastic
wife but she alsc developed these proorams of
her owrn. The whole idea of husband and wife
plus the womarn who does not work but invalves
herself in the rnon—profit sector in a very
meaninogful way; it all came along iv the right
time in history. The First Lady is always a
role model for women whether she likes it or
nab and whether they like it or rnot, they look
up to her. And what she does is very impdrtaﬂt
to all the yournp women wha are petting their
MER*s and to womern who are trying to save
their marriages and all of this. It’s of
tremendous sociclogical importance.

I think there were more womern who
applauded her, coming back with some of the
cld-fashiorned, more conservative values at a
time wheri we needed them. America’s feminist
movement has taken such preat étrides and has

pcne forward so fast that the whole subject of

-
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havirng children and beirnno married needed

payinp attention to. And she's dorne it.

Naricy Reyrnolds: !/\2/

Nocthing prepares you for being First
Lady, nothinpo. Basically, Washington is not a
city that wishes you well. Sc I think yvou come
in here really unorepared for the omslaupght of
personal and oress criticism. Mother Theresa
could be in the White House and within six
moniths there would be some sart of expose
story about somethiro she had done.

In Nancy Reapan®s case, she is a woman
who always takes thirngs a day at a time. She
concerntrates entirely on one project, anmd her
own personal concerns about the president’s
we;fare come at the top of the list. Getting
settled in the White House, makivng it a home,
nat jJust a public house, was a very important
thing for her. S; she concerntrated on petting
the house the way she wanted it and makimg it
a comfortable, warm and welcoming place for
the president at the end nf the day.

She's always been like that. 1 thirk she
was just totally unprepareﬁ for the fact that

pecople expected, as they often do

14
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unrealistically, a kirnd of First Lady who was
poing to leap into a project immediately and
become something they felt she should be. Now
Narcy Reapan has always had a couple of (7‘3
praojects in the years I?'ve kriowrn her. The
foster grandparent program and drug abuse have
beern the two thirnpgs that she’s always been
irterested ir, always put time inm on. When she
pot to Washinpton, she wanted to continue with
the foster grandparent prooram because she
knew it, she felt comfortable in it, she had
really put her mark on it &ll those years, and
had done extracordinary thinogs for the program.

Cg/what happens in Washinpton is that pecople try
to push projgects on you. Nancy Reapan has her
owry best instirncts about what she wants ta dos,
how it's poinmo to work for her, and the kind
of time she’s poing to give it. f—%hiwk épe
felt that, excebpt ﬁgr the foster grandparent
pragram and her interest in the drun prooram,
she wanted to take a little time and see what
was ahead. I think she became bufied in the
details arnd interests of what to do in the

o - lar g2

White House, manaping a staff, which-she—had—
rrevetr—had—in—her 1ife. She had never been a
manager befocre. All of her staff were new

pecple-—from her press secretary to social

secretay——pecple she had just met. I thimk it
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was kind of overwhelming at first. So she was
urnprepared for pood old Washington and the ’7f
immediate criticism that comes to you if
youw're not conforming to Washinptor’s rules of
how they think the First Lady should behave.
Her performance at that Gridiraon dinner
chariped her image, most certainly the
president’s riear death did. The assassimatiowr
attempt had a tremendous effect orn her. And
her cwn father’s death. Rll of these thirps
camivig in the first year. All of them were
traumatic, although the Gridiron was fun.
Pecple always say, has Narcy Reapan
charnped? She really has not bhiﬁgéﬁfrwhat has
charoped is the perception of her. For years
aﬂd years and years, we had all been sayinog,
there’s this wonderful, witty, furny, carinog,
layal,ihfensely'dedicated wamar, but wno one
ever wanted to hear it. I attended thousands
of press briefinps and listened to hundreds of
press womar int;rviewing her oaver the years.
In the sixties, in Sacramenta, you were
dealing with yourno sixties reporters, most of
them ardent feminists who came in with a chip
ori their shoulder, already making up their
minds and with a very cynical view of a First

Lady who cared about her family first and

16



foremost.
She is rot someorne who likes to make ¢7_§
i
speeches or wake public appeararces urless
it’s on behalf of her particular interests. I
thirk she was a nervous wreck, appearing
before the Gridirori. You never kriow how it's
going to come off. But it showed the side of
her that we've all krnown for years. You ccould
feel the differernces in the audience. You
could feel pecple judoing her very differently
Caswek
thar this woman they had made, assumptions
about. She turned ocut to be something guite

G

difFeremt.ﬁShe’s a very complex person
scmet imes. She has many sides to her and this
was a side no one had ever seen. And when she
did the ericore, you knew she was having fun.
Yaouu can sense whern pecple approve of what

vou?! re doing. The applause was tremerndous.
That one incident showed she basically has
excellent imstirncts about herself and what she
feels will be ogood arnd what will be natural
for her. She never extends those boundaries by
trying to do gamething that isn’t natural,
that isn’t scmething she would do in ordinary
life. I thiwmk poking fun at herself at the
Gridivan dirmer was her way of perhaps saying,

well, if I got off to a rocky start, let’s

have a few laughs about it because I'm going

17



to be around for a bitilé/while. I think that
was the turning point. There’'s no guestion
about it.

I don®t think on substarnce that you can
say Nancy Reagan has influernced policy. She
expresses herself as we all do to him when we
have the cpportunity. = el

}f/
segmetlnes—ore—way—ard’ the president always
listens very intently. 0Of course, he adores
Nancy. Many times she's right and he's rot

ripht. At least we feel that way. But

sometimes he will asgede if he feels that it's

something he hasn't thoupht about. It’s more
style tharn substarnce. She never claims toc be
an expert. She certainly is krnowledgeable and
Uhderstanding abﬁut a lot of things but Nancy

Reapnan is a back to basics persor.

I thirnk she sees her husbard as a man of

peace. He is a man of peace. To that end, I
think she will always offer up sxluticms and
ideas and comme;ts as we all do anytime we're

asked, and evern sometimes wher welre not,

aggad;;7
BEut Ronald Reapan is his owrn marm. I

thivk she has influence irn the perieral sernse

but any wife of all those years is poing to

have an opinion. And his dauwghter Maureer, who

18
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spends a great deal of time at the White

House, most certainly has a lot of influence.

QﬂdJHE deesrn’t always apree with her, either.
-

That;s what makes it such an irnteresting

family.

When I first met Narncy Reagan, she was a
housewife irn her forties who had rnever beer on
the campaigr trail before. Ronald Reagan had
dorne all of the campaigninog for Senator
Goldwater and she had stayed home as Tgst

)
k?:/*’} hes,

wives du)aﬂd loved staydunpg—howme in & rather

protected enviromment. To be thrust all of a
sudden into Sacramernto and be asked to live in

arn old mansion that was a fire trap and nat

-—

near any schoolsy That was a Big story in
those days, that Narncy Reaparn said the
governor?! s mansion wasn't nood encunh for her.
Iy fact, it wasn’t safe ercough. The fire
department said there was no way thev’d ever
pet off that seceond floor if a fire came
aloarn. The wood was rotting. It was in an
awful mneighberhood. Now it’s a museumn.

S she insisted on moving to & suburb.
That scurds a little silly wow, but iw those
davs, it was pretty courapecus. She took a lot
of flack from the press on that. Bhe wanted a

riermal life for her children, especially for

her young son, and in a neiphborhcod, in a
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house that loocked just like all the cther
houses. That was what she wanted. Ultimately,
fggt was the best thing. But youlre dammed if
you do arnd dammned if you dorn't. I thinmk she
found cut the bard way. These things all made
sense to her. She really couldn’t understarnd
that anybody wouldn’t apgree that this was a
sensible thinog to do.

Nancy Reapan never held a press
conference the whole time she was in
Sacramenta. She felt it was presumptuous.
There were a few incidents where she had press
irn or something, but she never really called a
press conference excent one time. That was
wherr & marn who was this leader of the
apﬁosition in Califormnia publicly criticized
her for trying to sclicit furniture for a
governor? s mansion that wasn't even built. She
was trying to pet people to donate antigues or
aold California pieces. And there was a big
critical piece iﬂ the paper. She called a
nress conferernce the next day and just
abscalutely let him have it. It was the best
time, and the only time I ever saw her do
that. She had her dander up and she felt that
they had gone far ercugh. That was the end of

the criticism. There was rnever arncther article
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