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— . minnTIN’S PRESS, Incorporated

175 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y., 10010

Telephone: (212) 674-5151

February 14, 1986

Ms. Mary Gordon

Office of the First Lady
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Ms. Gordon:

Thank you so much for offering your office's cooperation on the
NBC/Chris Wallace book about the First Lady.

We are totally committed to making it the very best book possible,
and I am delighted (and relieved) that we will be able to have high
quality photos in it, rather than the rather muddy prints we can get
from videotape. I am confident that when the book is off press you —-
and of course, Mrs. Reagan -- will be very pleased with the fimal
result.

As for the logistics involved, let me first of all say that we
will be happy to give your office final approval over the photographs
used. We would also, of course, try to design the book to include all
the pictures of which the First Lady is especially fond, particularly
informal shots, though I am sure there are a number of favorites from
various state occasions as well. What I would like to work out with
your office is a mechanism which will allow us a certain amount of
design flexability while being able to assure you that our final
choices are both appropriate and excellent.

In order to achieve this goal, I must emphasize that the more
pictures we may choose from, the better. Designing the layouts for
a handsome picture book with an extensive text is rather complicated,
and the designeﬁbeeds a certain amount of flexability in order to get
the best "fit" in the flow of images, so I urge you to send us more
than we can possibly use. We can then show you our tentative selec-
tion, and if there are any the First Lady does not particularly like,
we can pick some substitutes, also clearing them with your office.
As much as possible, we would like to use pictures which have not been
widely reproduced, though I realize some of the First Lady's personal
favorites may well have been used before and that's fine. Ideally,
we would love to be able to select from, say, 250-300 photos, in
order to choose 100-125 of the best. Normally we would desire an
even greater proportion for a high-quality book, but the White House
photography is typically of such excellent quality that approximately
two-to-one should be adequate.
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I realize that by now there must be thousands of photos in the
White House archives, and that it is a daunting project -- particularly
on short notice —- to shuffle through this mass of material and pull
together three hundred (or even more, if possible!) photos in approxi-
mately two weeks, which is why I've suggested you might want to send
us a big batch of material and then go over our choices for your approval.
Once we are all agreed as to the choices, we will take everything from
there. We will keep the First Lady's office informed of every step,
but I can promise that once we have a good bunch of photos to choose
from, we will bother you for very little else.

I will be in and out of jury duty this week, but will probably
be in my office most afternoons. Will you think about all of the above
and give me or one of my assistants a call?

One other thing. Our art director would like to have "instantly"
a handful of favorite photos of Mrs. Reagan you feel might be appro-
priate for a jacket on the book. The ultimate choice we will clear
with you, of course, but he would like to start working on various
design options. Could you pop some favorites in the mail as soon as
possible?

Again, many, many thanks for your enthusiasm and efforts. It is
my definite intention to make this book beautiful, informative, and
something we will all be proud of.

With all best wishes,‘

Sincerely,

ey
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Thomas L. Dunne

Executive Editor
Publisher, Thomas Dunne Books

cc: Elaine Crispen








