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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

UNCLASSIFIED October 13, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT l.~V 

FROM: RICHARD V. ALL~ 

SUBJECT: Security Situation in Egypt 

Embassy Cairo reports two, and possibly three, bombs contained 
in suitcases exploded at Cairo airport today as the luggage 
of an Air Malta flight from Tripoli (via Valletta) was being 
unloaded. 

o One baggage handler was killed and several wounded. 

o The bombs were reportedly powerful enough to have 
damaged the aircraft. 

o The airport was closed temporarily and has now 
reopened. 

o TWA reports that aircraft at the airport have been 
"dispersed." 

The government has now released a statement on the incidents 
in Asyut. According to the statement: 

o The attacks had been organized by about 50 extremists 
from the "Islamic Group.", 

o The attackers reportedly lost nine, with ten wounded 
and 37 captured. 

o The government lost 44, with 99 wounded. 

The embassy is receiving conflicting reports about the situation 
today in Asyut. 

0 

0 

0 

The government says the situation is under control. 

An embassy contact reports the city remains under 
a 24-hour curfew, both water and power have been 
cut off, and train, plane, and bus service to and 
from the city has been cancelled. 

I 

Accor~tng to UPI, police under "shoot on sight" 
orders today arrested 5 Moslem extremists following 
a dawn shootout. 

UNCLASSIFIED 



',· 



UNCLASSIFIED 2 ------SSIHE 

The situation in Cairo appears to be returning to normal, 
though security remains extremely tight. Penalties for carrying 
unlicensed firearms, unauthorized wearing of police or military 
uniforms, and for helping fugitives or withholding information 
from the security authorities have been increased. (U) 

cc: The Vice President 
Ed Meese 
Jim Baker 
Mike Deaver 

If 

l SSIFIED 
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