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TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMHEDIATE 4242

INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK IMMEDIATE 8458
AHEHMBASSY BEIJING IMMEDIATE @927
AHEHBASSY JAKARTA IMMEDIATE 8771
AMEHBASSY MANILA IMMEDIATE 1256
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G O—N—Fp—B—E—N-F—bb KUALA LUMPUR 85528
E.0. 12865: GDS @7/36/88 (PALMER, R.D.)} OR-HM

TAGS: PEPR, ASEAN, CB, VH, MY
SUBJECT: GOH VIEW OF VIETNAMESE FOREIGK MINISTER’S

VISIT ;

REF: KUALA LUMPUR 5487

1. \ENTIRE TEXT.

2. N, U Y 3¢ SHARED WITH

POLCOUNS ELEHENTS OF GOM BRIEFING ON THACH'S
VISIT PROVIDED TO ASEAN AMBASSADORS ON JULY 28.
ALTHOUGH GOM CONFIRMED THAT NO MAJOR BREAKTHROUGHS
WERE MADE DURING THE DISCUSSIONS, THEY POINTED TO
THE FOLLOWING THREE SLIGHT MODIFICATIONS IN
HANOI’S POSITION WHICH THEY INTERPRET AS POSITIVE:

A.  THACH SOMEWHAT BACKED OFF FROM HANOI’S
PREVIOUS POSITION THAT SITUATION IN KAMPUCHEA
WAS IRREVERSIBLE. HE [NDICATED THAT ONLY IRRE-
VERSIBLE ELEMENT WAS THAT POL POT GROUP COULD
KOT RETURN TO POWER

B. THACH INDICATED THAT HANOI WAS NOW WILLING
TO CONSIDER WITHDRAWAL OF VIETNAMESE TROOPS AS
ONE ISSUE TO BE ADDRESSED iN THE PURSUIT OF
ESTABLISHING PEACE AND SECURITY IN SOUTHEAST ASIA
HE CTPTINUEUOMG MAINTAIN, HOWEVER, THAT COMPLETE
WITHDRAWAL OF VIETNAMESE FORCES IS DEPENDENT UPON
A RESOLUTION OF THE CHINESE THREAT TO VIETNAM

C. THACH APPEARED TO BACK AWAY FROM HANOI’S
PREVIOUS POSITION THAT THERE COULD BE NO DEALINGS
WITH THE KHMER RESISTANCE GROUPS. HE INDIGATED
THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DEALINGS IF THEY COULD
BE WORKED OUT WITH THE HENG SAMRIN GOVERNMENT.

3. WESAID THAT THE MALAYSIANS KOTED AN AIR OF
“DESPERATION" IN THACK’S BEKAVIOR, WHICH THEY
ATTRIBUTED TO THE INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT SITUATIONA
IN WHICH VIETNAM FINDS ITSELF. 563 -85 5#8 3,3

OF DESPERATION WAS NOTED DURING THACH’S TALKS IN
$INGAPORE, '

{XUOU I A.
JEREPLIED THAT PERHAPS THACH WAS STUNNED BY THE
HARSH PRESS PLAY OF HIS VISIT IN SINGAPORE, AND
THEREFORE ATTEMPTED TO ASSURE A MORE UPBEAT CAST

By

~GONHBENHAL—

fte

10 THE KU SEGMENT oF HIs TRIP. JEEIFsai0 ThaT 11 7
IS WELL KNOWN THAT SINGAPORE PLAYS THE WARD-UINER
WHILE MALAYSIA TENDS TO TAKE A HORE ACCOHMODATING
POLCOUNS SAID THAT TRE "GOOD-GUY,
BAD-GUY" ROUTINE IS SOMETIMES A VERY EFFECTIVE NEGO-
tiaring tactic. JEMIFLAUGHINGLY REPLIED "YOU KNOW

US TOO WELL®. PALMER

DEGLASSIFIED IN PART
NLSZ ?FO',O? 770

, NARA, Date _Zé,{fZZ
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CIHCPAC FOR POLAD
£.0. 1203% DS €7/21/82 (PALNER, R.D.) OR-M
TAGS: PEPR, ASEAN, CB, MY

SUBJECT: MALAYSIA TO RECEIVE THACH WITH “OPEN MIND"
REF:  KUALA LUMPUR 5573

L. {U) IN A PRESS INTERVIEW JULY 28, MFA OFFICIAL
(MOST LIKELY FOREIGN MINISTER GHAZAL! SHAFIE OR
SECRETARY GENERAL ZAKARIA} COMMENTING ON THE JULY 25-27
VISIT OF VIETNAMESE FORETGN MINISTER NGUYEN CO THACH
STATED "WE WILL RECEIVE HIM WITH AN OPEN MIND".

"WE ARE PREPARING," HE CONTINUED, "TO LISTEN TO
VIETNAMESE VIEWS OF EFFORTS TO FIND A SOLUTION TO

THE KAHMPUCHEAN PROBLEM". HE SAID THAT ALTHOUGH
HALAYSTA AND ITS OTHER ASEAN PARTNERS HAD REPEATEDLY
STRESSED THAT THE POLITICAL SOLUTION TO THE KAMPUCHEAN
PROBLEM COULD ONLY BE ACHIEVED AFTER A COMPLETE
WITHDRAWAL OF FOREIGN TROOPS FROM CAMBODIA, MALAYSIA
WAS PREPARED TO LISTEN TO WHAT HANOI HAD TO OFFER

AND IS INTERESTED TO KNOW ABOUT VIETNAHESE PLANS TO
WITHDRAW TS TROOPS FROM KAMPUCHEA

2. {U) IN RESPONSE TO A QUERY ABOUT THACH’S IMPLIED
THREAT IN SINGAPORE AGAINST THE ASEAN STATES, THE
OFFICIAL SAID “WE CANNOT ASSESS FROM WHAT HAS
APPEARED IN THE PRESS," AND SPECULATED THAT THACH'S
SINGAPORE STATEMENT COULD REFLECT HIS NEW STYLE

OF DIPLOMACY.

3, {U) THE ARTICLE ASSERTED THAT HALAYSIA WOULD
ASSURE THE VIETNAMESE THAT BY HELPING TO CREATE
AN INDEPENDENT AND NONALIGNED KAHPUCHEA, HaNOI
WOULD SOLVE SOME OF ITS PROBLEMS. NONALIGNED
KAMPUCHEA WOULD NOT HARBOR ACTIVITIES OF ANY
FOREIGN POWER TO SUBVERT VIETNAM AND WITH THES
ASSURANCE VIETHAM COULD REDIRECT ITS HUGE FUNDS
NOW BEING SPENT IN KAMPUGHEA FOR ITS MUCH NEEDED
DEVELOPMENT. THIS WOULD ALSO HELP HANOI, THE
ARTITLE CONTINUED, TO CUT DOWN ON 1TS DEPENDENCE
ON MOSCOW.

4. {U) THE VIETWEMESE FOREIGN MINISTER

SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE IN KUALA LUMPUR ON J

HOLD DISCUSSTONS WITH FOREIGH MINISTER G

AND PAY A CALL ON PRIME MINISTER MAHATHI

JULY 26 AMD MEET WITH TRADE AND INDUSTRY MINISTER
TENGKU AHMAD RITHAUDDEEN THE FOLLOWING DAY
APPARENTLY A PREVIOUSLY PLANNED VISIT TO PENANG
HAS BEEN CANCELLED, ASIDE FROM THE POLITICAL
ISSUES TO BE DISCUSSED, OTHER AREAS OF BILATERAL
COOPERATION WOULD BE TAKEN UP WITH THE VIETHAMESE
LEADER.

5. ~*b\\$OHMENT: TWO MFA OFFICIALS IN SEPARATE
CONVERSATIONS WITH POLCOUNS ON JULY 28 CONFIRMED
HALAYSIA’S OPEN-MINDED OFFICIAL POSTURE AT THIS
POINT. THEY EXPLAINED THAT WHILE THE GOM SAW
LITTLE PROMISE IN HANOI’S RECENT PROPOSALS, IT

DID NOT WISK TO APPEAR TO PRECLUDE THE POSSIBILITY
OF BENEFICIAL RESULTS EMERGING FROM THE THACH
VISIT. ONE OF THE OFFICIALS REPEATED THE VIEWS
WHICH WE HAVE PREVIOUSLY HEARD FROM MFA THAT THE
VIETNAMESE PROPOSALS DO NOT ADDRESS THE MAJOR
PROBLEM IN KAMPUCHEA AND ARE DESIGNED TO FORCE
ASEAN TO ACCEPT A VIETNAMESE FAIT ACCOMPLI. THE
OFFI1GALS SAID THAT MALAYSIA HAD NOT YET RECEIVED A
READOUT ON THE TALKS IN SINGAPORE, BUT AGREED THAT
THE PRESS REPORTS DID NOT APPEAR HOPEFUL. PALMER
BT
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E.0. 12865: GDS 87/29/88 (PALMER, R.D.) OR-M

TAGS: PEPR, ASEAN, CB, MY ‘

SUBJECT: VIETNAMESE FOREIGN MINISTER'S DISCUSSIONS
WITH GOM

REF: KUALA LUMPUR 5454

1. \ENTIRE TEXT.

2. SUMMARY. AT A BRIEFING FOR THE AMBASSADORS
OF THE ASEAN DIALOGUE COUNTRIES JULY 29 ON THE
VISIT OF VIETNAMESE FOREIGN MINISTER NGUYEN CO
THACH, SAID THAT ALTHOUGH
THERE WERE NO BREAKTHROUGHS OR INGICATIONS OF
CONCESSIONS ON HANOI’S PART, THE GOM THOUGHT THE
DISCUSSIONS WERE USEFUL IN IMPROVING APPRECIATION
~ OF THE RESPECTIVE POSITIONS ON KAMPUCHEA. SOME
{DEAS OF THE POSSIBILITY OF AN {NTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE WERE RAISED AND THACH INDICATED THAT
THE COMPOSITION, KAMPUCHEAN REPRESENTATION AND
AGENDA OF SUCH A CONFERENCE ARE NEGOTIABLE
SRR TATED THAT WHILE MALAYSIA HAS AGREED
TO STUDY THE POSSIBILITIES OF AN INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE, THE CONFERENCE WOULD NOT BE THE SAME AS
THAT PROPOSED IN THE HO CHi MINK CITY [NDOCHINESE
DECLARATION AND THAT MALAYSIA WOULD NOT IN ANY WAY
DEPART FROM THE ICK. THE GOM FELT THAT THE FACT
THAT THACH TRAVELED TO ASEAN STATES AND INDICATED
AN INTEREST IN CONTINUING A DIALOGUE WAS A GOOD
SIGN. END SUMMARY

3

WM PROVIDED THE ASEAN-DIALOGUE AMBASSADORS
PLUS SEVERAL OTHERS INCLUDING YUGOSLAVIA, AN
EXTENSIVE BRIEFING ON THE DISCUSSIONS WHICH WERE
HELD BETWEEN MALAYSIAN LEADERS AND VIETNAMESE
FOREIGN MINISTER NGUYEN CO THACH JULY 26-28.
THACH MET WITH FOREIGN MINISTER GHAZAL! THREE

CONFIDENTA By .—.

DTG: 2509537 JUN 82 PSN: 023683

CSN: HOEB4?

TIMES INCLUDING A BREAKFAST HMEETING ON JULY 28
AND HAD ONE SESSION WITK THE PRIME MINISTER ON
JULY 26. THE SUBJECT MATTER OF THE DISCUSSIONS
WAS ALMOST ENTIRELY ON KAMPUCHEA, AND NN oS-
CRIBED THE ATHOSPHERE AS “FRIENOLY AND CORDIAL

BUT SERIOUS AND EARNEST". BOTH SIDES WERE CANDID
AND FRANK IN PRESENTING THEIR VIEWS, HE SAID.

4. THACH EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR MALAYSIA’S
PASTPOLICIES PARTICULARLY ITS PROMOTION OF THE

IONE OF PEACE, FREEDOM AND NEUTRALITY IN SOUTHEAST
AS{A, ANO RECALLED THAT THE GOM WAS THE FIRST
COUNTRY TO INITIATE A DIALOGUE BETWEEN ASEAN AND
THE INDOCHINESE STATES. AS A RESULT, HE SAID,
MALAYSIA IS IN A GOOD POSITION TO ACT AS A "BRIDGE"
BETWEEN THE TWO SIDES. HE EXPRESSED SURPRISE,
HOWEVER, THAT HALAYSIA WAS SO ACTIVELY INVOLVED

IN THE ESTABL ISHMENT OF THE KHMER COALITiON
GOVERNMENT (CGDK). HE SAID THAT HE DID NOT BELIEVE
THAT THIS NEW ENTITY WOULD HAVE AN IMPACT OK THE
CURRENT SITUATION AND COULD VERY WELL WORSEN
ASEAN/INOOCHINESE RELATIONS. THACH (DENTIFIED
THREE AREAS WHERE THE PERCEPTIONS AND APPROACHES OF
ASEAN AND INDOCKINESE STATES DIFFER:

1. ASEAN IS CONCERNED WITH THE VIETNAMESE
OCCUPATION OF KAMPUCHEA AND THE WITHORAWAL OF
VIETNAMESE TROOPS. VIETNAH WAS CONCERNED WITH
THE CHINESE THREAT AND SO LONG AS THAT THREAT REMAINS

.VIETNAM COULD NOT TOTALLY WITHDRAW FROM KAMPUCHEA.

2. ASEAN WAS CONCERNED WITH THE SECURITY,
SOVEREIGNTY AND TERRITORIAL [NTEGR{TY OF THAILAND,
WHEREAS THE [NDOCHINESE STATES WERE INTERESTED IN
THE SECURITY, SOVEREIGNTY AND TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY
OF KAMPUCHEA. THAILAND, HE SA(D, HUST STOP
SUPPORT FOR THE KHMER ROUGE AND OTHER REACTIONARY GROUPS
HE ASKED WHETHER ASEAN’S REAL INTEREST WAS SECURITY
OF THAILAND OR TO CHANGE THE SITUATION IN KAMPUCHEA?

3. ASEAN PROPOSED THE INTERNAT{ONAL CONFERENCE

ON KAMPUCHEA, WHICH WAS NOT ACCEPTABLE TO INDOCHINA
THE INDOCHINESE STATES PROPOSED A REGIONAL CON-

BT

DECLASSIFIED IN PART
NLs F2570Y 772

A~ NARA, Date D277
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G bfrctlfMFmdhels SECTION B2 OF 84 KUALA LUHPUR 85437

FERENCE WHICH WAS IN TURN REJECTED BY ASEAN. THE
INDOCK INESE STATES HAVE NOW PROPOSED AN INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE AND WERE PREPARED TO NEGOTIATE ON ITS
COMPOSITION, KAMPUCHEAN REPRESENTATION AND AGENDA

5. THACH SAID THAT ASEAN HARBORED TWO ILLUSIONS

ONE WAS THAT THE KKMER COAL[TION CAN WORK AND SECOND
THAT VIETNAH WOULD COLLAPSE UNOER PRESSURE. HE
POINTED OUT THAT SINCE 1973, DESPITE GUERRILLA
ACTIVITY AND OTHER PRESSURES, VIETNAH AND KAMPUCHEA
HAD SURVIVED.

6. GHAIAL1 ASKED HOW THE FEAR OF THE CHINESE THREAT
RELATED TG THE VIETNAM OCCUPATION OF KAMPUCHEA

THACK SAID THAT FROM 1365 ON, MANY SUBVERSIVE
ACTIVITIES TOOK PLACE THROUGH KAMPUCKEA AND SINGE
1975 THE CHINESE SUPPORTED THE POL POT GROUP IN
COHMITTING AGGRESSION AGAINST VIETNAM INCLUDING
DELIVERING SUPPLIES BY BOAT AND AR TO DISSIDENT
GROUPS IN VIETNAM. FINALLY, N 1979, CHINA ATTACKED
VIETNAH,

7. THE VIETNAMESE OCCUPATION, ACCORDING TO THACH,
WAS AN EXERCISE OF THE RIGHT OF SELF-DEFENSE AGA!INST
A CHINESE THREAT AND WAS NOT DIRECTED PRIMARILY
AGAINST THE POL POT GENOCIDAL REGIME. ALTHOUGH,
HE SAID, THE PEOPLE OF KAMPUCHEA WELCOMED THE
VIETNAMESE FORCES FOR LIBERATING THEH FROM THAT
OPPRESSIVE REGIME. HE COMPARED VIETNAMESE ACTION
IN KAMPUCHEA WITH THE U.S. GOING INTO BERLIN IN
EXERCISE OF THE RIGHT OF SELF-DEFENSE. THACH SAID
THE VIETNAHESE HAVE ALREAOY MADE A NUMBER OF WITH-
DRAWALS, BUT HAVE NOT PUBLICIZED THEH BECAUSE THE
KAMPUCHEANS FEAR BEING LEFT TO THE MERCIES OF POL
POT. THE KAMPUCHEANS ARE NOT AFRAID OF VIETNAHESE
TROOPS, WHAT THEY ARE AFRAID OF ARE THE VIETNAMESE
TROOPS LEAVING, ACCORDING TO THACH

DTG: 2989532 JUN 87 PSN: 823611

CSN: HCE843

ey

8. GHAZALI TOLD THACH THAT THERE ARE THREE

TYPES OF THREATS WHICH HE COULD SEE THE CHINESE
PRESENTING TO VIETNAM. THE FIRST IS A DIRECT
MILITARY THREAT FROM THE NORTH THROUGH LAOS OR

THEIR COMHON BORDER AREA. ON THIS THREAT ASEAN

CAN DO NOTHING TO HELP, (T IS UP TO VIETNAH TO
NEGOTIATE THIS DIRECTLY WITH CHINA. THE SECOKNO
THREAT WOULD BE A MEDIUH-RANGE NUCLEAR ATTACK

ON HISSILE BASES IN VIETNAH. THIS WOULD ONLY

ARISE IF VIETNAH PROVIDED THE SOVIETS WITH

STRATEGIC BASES IN VIETNAM, AND GHAZAL! DOUBTED

THAT VIETNAM WOULD ALLOW THESE INSTALLATIONS

HE RECALLED THAT DURING THREIR LAST HEETING IN

1388 THACH HAD SAID THAT THIS WOULD NOT HAPPEN,

AND THEREFORE THIS THREAT SHOULD NOT ARISE. THE
THIRD THREAT WOULD INVOLVE SUBVERSION THROUGH
KAMPUCHEA. ASEAN UNDERSTANDS THIS TYPE OF THREAT
WELL SINCE ALL OF THE ASEAN COUNTRIES HAVE AND

ARE EXPERIENCING THIS TYPE OF SUBVERSION. HOWEVER,
GHAZAL| WARNED THAT THE OCCUPATION OF KAMPUCHEA

AND THE SETTING UP OF A VIETNAM-SPONSORED REGIME

IN THAT COUNTRY WILL NOT RELIEVE THAT THREAT BUT
WILL ACTUALLY AGGRAVATE IT. THE WAY TO SOLVE

THES THREAT IS TO RESTORE AND RESPECT THE INDE-
PENDENCE OF KAHMPUCHEA BY ALLOWING THE KAHPUCHEANS

T0 SELECT THEIR OWN GOVERNMENT. A NEUTRAL KAMPUCHEA
ONE WHOSE NEUTRAL ITY IS GUARANTEED BY THE BIG POWERS,
THE POLICY THAT ASEAN IS ADVOCATING THROUGH THE ICK,
CAN BE HELPFUL TO VIETNAM N ELIMINATING THIS THREAT
GHAZAL| EMPHASIZED THAT THE PURPDSE OF THE COALITION
GOVERNMENT 1S TO FACILITATE A POLITICAL SOLUTION,
NOT TO PURSUE A MILITARY COURSE. AT THIS POINT
THACH OBSERVED THAT SOME COUNTRIES ADVOCATED
SUPPLYING ARMS TO THE COALITION. GHAZALI REPLIED
THAT THE PURPOSE OF THE ARMS WAS TO ALLOW SIHANOUK

AND SON SANN TO ACHIEVE PAR!TY WITH THE KHMER ROUGE
AND THEREBY PREVENT THE KHMER ROUGE FROM RETURNING
T0 POWER. SUCH A RETURN, HE SAID, IS NOT IN
VIETNAH'S INTEREST. GRAZALI TOLD THACH THAT WHILE
VIETNAH MAY THINK THE CGDK IS AN [LLUSION, ONCE
VIETNAH UNDERSTANDS THAT T IS NOT AN ILLUSION, IT
SHOULD SEIZE THE OPPORTUNITY FOR A REASONABLE

SETTLEHENT IN KAHMPUCHEA

BT
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WHTS ASSIGNED DISTRIBUTION: 12, IN REPLY TO A QUERY AS TO THE RELATION BETWEEN
SIT: THE 1CK AND THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE WHICH WAS
E08: v, BEING DIscusSED WiTH THacH, SN vewas 260
------------------------------------------------------------------------ THAT MALAYSIA WILL NOT IN ANY WAY DEPART FROM THE
ICK. HE SA{D IT S TOO EARLY TO SAY WHAT THE
IBEA OF "“ANOTHER" CONFERENCE MAY LEAO TD, PERHAPS
0P IHHED NOTHING, BUT IT IS INTERESTING TO STUDY. HE
STU4426 REPEATED AGAIN DEFENSIVELY "1 CAN ASSURE YOU
DE RUEHKL #5497/83 2181819 THAT WE WILL NOT DEPART FROM THE ICK". HE REITERATED
0 29B953L JUN 82 THAT THIS INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE IS CERTAINLY NOT
FH AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR THE ONE PROPOSED IN THE RECENT HO CHI HINH CITY

COHMUN1QUE.

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4228
15, T s~ 0 THAT GHAZALI TOLD THACH THAT

INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK IMHEDIATE 9454 ASEAN’S ZOPFAN CONCEPT IS NOT DIRECTED AT

AMEHBASSY BEIJING [MHEDIATE 2325 EXCLUDING GREAT POWER PRESENCE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA
AHEMBASSY BELGRADE IMMEDIATE 8112 BUT RATHER GREAT POWER INTERFERENCE AND DOM{NANCE.
AHEMBASSY JAKARTA IMMEDIATE 8765 THE GREAT POWERS, GHAZAL1 ADDED, HAVE A LEGITIMATE
AMEMBASSY MANILA THMEOIATE 1258 RIGHT TO BE INVOLVED IN THE AREA, BUT NOT TO
AMEMBASSY NEW DELH| (MMEOIATE 1281 DOMINATE 1T, WAS LOOKING AT AHBASSADOR
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE {MMEDIATE 2917 AT THIS POINT AND WINKING IN AN ALMOST CONSP|RATORIAL
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM IMMEDIATE 8189 : MANNER.)

AMEHBASSY VIENNA [MMEDIATE 0188
14, I cONCLUDED THAT FOREIGN HINISTER GHAZALI

St t—DE-N-F—t—A-t= SECTION #3 OF 84 KUALA LUHPUR £5497 WAS HAPPY WITH THE THACH VISIT EVEN THOUGH THERE
WERE NO BREAKTHROUGHS AND HANO! GAVE NO INDICATION

9. THACH SAID THAT VIETNAM BEL!EVED THAT ALL PARTIES OF COMPROMISE NOR CONCESSIONS. THE FACT THAT THACH
SHOULD WORK FOR AN OVERALL SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEM MADE THE TR{P INDICATES THAT HANOI VALUES ASEAN
OF PEACE AND SECURITY IN SOUTHEAST ASIA, BUT FRIENOSHIP AND HOPEFULLY HANOI WILL TAKE THE STEPS
IF THAT WERE NOT POSSIBLE NOW, VIETNAM WAS WILLING
TO GO STEP BY STEP, SUCH AS WORKING OUT A MODUS NECESSARY TO MAKE THE FRIENDSHIP “EASIER".
VIVEND| WITH CHINA, THEN THAILAND, PARTIAL WITH-
DRAWAL OF VIETNAMESE TROOPS, ETC. 15, COMMENT: WHILE BASICALLY AGREEING WITH

SINGAPORE’S REACTION THAT THACH BROUGHT NO NEW
FLEXIBILITY, THE GOM WAS ANXIOUS TO AVOID THE
NEGATIVE CONFRONTATIONAL IMAGE FOR THE KL SToP
WHICH CHARACTERIZED THACH'S VISIT TO SINGAPORE.
WE ARE NOT COMPLETELY CERTAIN AT THIS POINT AS TO
BT

1. JENEE THEN OESCRIBEQ THE MEETING OF JULY 27
BETWEEN GHAZAL! AND THACH AS ONE IN WHICH BOTH SIDES
"THOUGHT ALOUD“. A NUMBER OF IDEAS AND INITIATIVES
WERE DISCUSSED INCLUDING THE QUESTION OF “ANOTHER®
INTERNATIDNAL CONFERENCE (NOT THE ICK). IN TERMS OF
SUCH A GONFERENGE GHAZAL! ASKED WHO WQULD REPRESENT
KAHPUCHEA. HE ASKED HOW VIETNAM WOULD REACT TO ALL
KHHER FACTIONS ATTENDING AS OBSERVERS. THACH DID
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e D B T f Ak SECTION @4 OF @4 KUALA LUMPUR 05497

WHAT GHAZALI HAS IN MIND REGARDING THE IDEA OF
"ANOTHER"” INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE, BUT THE PLEDGE
TO STUDY THE IDEA MAY BE AN ATTEMPT TO SALVAGE
SOME RESULTS FROM WHAT THE MALAYSIANS THEMSELVES
CANDIDLY VIEW AS AN OTHERWISE BOOTLESS VISIT
PALMER

BT
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‘CINCPAC ALSO FOR POLAD
EO 12¢65:; RDS&S-2 ©@7,/14,0Q02 (DE AN, JOHN GUNTHER) OR-M

TAGS: PEPR, MILI, VM, US
SUBJECT: VIETNAMESE EXHIBIT OF CAPTURED INFILTRATOR

1. (U AS DEPARTMENT WILL KNOW FROM WIRE SERVICE
REPORTS, THE VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT ON JULY 13
STAGED A PRESS CONFERENCE IN HANOI, PRODUCING

A FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE OFFICIAL NAMED

VO DAI TON, WHO HAD ALLEGEDLY BEEN .CAPTURED
WHILE TRYING TO INFILTRATE INTO VIETNAM FROM
LAOS LAST NOVEMBER. PRESS REPORTS INDICATE

TON CLAIMED THAT HIS MISSION HAD THE SUPPORT

OF CHINA, THAILAND AND THE US, SPECIFICALLY
INCLUDING US CIA AGENTS.

2. SSESREF<MNORSRMY WE KNOW OF NO USG INVOLVEMENT
IN ANY WAY WITH TON. THERE MAY, HOWEVER, HAVE

BEEN CONTACTS BETWEEN TON AND/OR HIS ASSOCIATES
WITH PRIVATE AMERICAN GROUPS WHICH COULD EXPLAIN
HIS ASSERTIONS OF US ASSISTANCE.

BT
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PAGE £1 SINGAPORE 7681 DTG: 2665437 JUL 82 PSN: £16833
E0BOS1 AN§93925 TOR: 261/06137 CSN:HCE724  HE SAID "AS FAR AS I’M CONCERNED, WE’RE JUST AS FAR
---------------------------------------------------------------- THERE’S BEEN ABSOLUTELY NO SIGN OF FLEXIBILITY FROM
DISTRIBUTION: CHLD-81 GREG-B1 SIGU-BL /883 A3 VIETNAM. " THACH CALLED THE TALKS “USEFUL AND FRIENDLY"
———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— BUT REFUSED TO DISCUSS DETAILS. HE WILL HOLD A PRESS
DISTRIBUTION: CHLD-B8 ISEC-@1 GREG-G¢ SIGU-88 /801 A3 CONFERENCE JULY 28 AT 1665 AND DEPARTS FOR RANGOON JULY 21
3. (U} IN HIS PRESS BRIEFING, DHANABALAN SAID THAT THACH
WHTS ASSIGNED DISTRIBUTION: HAD OUTLINED FIVE POSSIBLE SCENARIOS FOR FUTURE
SIT: VIETNAMESE-ASEAN RELATIONS: (1) CONTINUED CONFRONTATION
EOB: FOR FIVE OR EVEN 28 YEARS; (2) NORMALIZATION BASED ON A
------------------------------------------------------------------------ MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE SOLUTION TO THE CAMBODIAM PROBLEM;
(3) A MAJOR WAR BETWEEN VIETHAM AND CHINA; (4) SETTLEMENT
OF ASEAN-VIETNAMESE DIFFERENGES THROUGH RECOGNITION THAT
OP IMHED CHINA IS THE COMMON THREAT; (5) RAPPROCHEMENT BETWEEN
STU1B52 CHINA AND VIETNAM AFTER WHICH THE TWO COMMUNIST POWERS
DE RUEHGP $7631/81 2610546 COULD COMBINE AGAINST ASEAN. DHANABALAN SAID THAT THACH
0 2005437 JUL 82 EXPRESSED HOPE FOR THE SECOND OPTION BUT VIETNAM WS
FM AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE PREPARED FOR ANY OF THE FIVE EVENTUALITIES, INCLUDING
RAPPROCHEMENT WITH CHINA. DHANABALAN ALSO SAID THAT THACH
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3885 "WAS VERY UNHAPPY OVER THE COALITION GOVERNMENT" AND
"THOUGHT THIS WAS INTERFERENCE BY ASEAN IN THE INTERNAL
INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK IMMEDIATE 4394 AFFAIRS OF THE INDOCHINESE STATES." AGCORDING TO
AMEMBASSY BEIJING 1682 DHANABALAN, THACH DREW A PARALLEL WITH COMMUNIST INSURGENT
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA IMMEDIATE 2969 ACTIVITIES IN SOUTHEAST ASIA AND SAID THAT "VIETNAN COULD
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR IMMEDIATE 3456 DO THE SAME (SUPPORT INSURGENTS) ALTHOUGH IT HAD NOT DONE
AMEMBASSY MANILA IMMEDIATE 9496 SO YET." DHANABALAN TERMED THIS “A VEILED THREAT" TO
AMEMBASSY PARIS 1286 ASEAN.
AMEMBASSY RANGOON IMMEDIATE 2142
CINCPAC HONOLULU HI [MMED|ATE 4. (U) DHANABALAN SAID, "IT WAS QUITE CLEAR THAT VIETHAM
R WAS NOT PREPARED TO SEEK A SOLUTION TO THE CAMBOD AN
~€¢FTOENT | AL SECTION @1 OF 52 SINGAPORE B7681 PROBLEM AS SUCH," AND THAT THACH HAD MADE IT CLEAR THAT
THERE WOULD BE NO FINAL VIETNAMESE WITHDRAMAL FROM CAMBODIA
PARIS FOR BIGELOW UNTIL CHINA SIGNED A NON-AGRESSION PACT WITH VIETNAM
CINCPAC ALSO FOR POLAD SINGAPORE’S SUGGESTION THAT THE ASEAN SOLUTION TO THE
E.0. 12665: GDS 7/26/88 (SPRUCE, WILLIAM E.) OR-P CAMBOD| AN PROBLEM COULD REMOVE THE THREAT TO VIETNANESE
TAGS: PEPR, WN, CB, SN SECURETY FROM CAMBODVA WAS, ACCORDING TO DHANABALAN,
SUBJECT:  (U) SINGAPORE FOREIGN MINISTER BRIEFS PRESS ON
TALKS WITH SRV FOREIGN MINISTER THACH COMPLETELY REJECTED BY THACH,
REF: A) SINGAPORE 6773, B) SINGAPORE 7243,
€) SINGAPORE 7621 5. {U) DHANABALAN SAID THAT SINGAPORE DID NOT DISCUSS
THE VIETNAMESE PARTIAL TROOP WITHDRAWAL BECAUSE "WITHOUT
1. (U) SUMMARY: VIETNAMESE FOREIGN MINISTER NGUYEN CO A COMMITHENT TO TOTAL WITHDRAWAL (IT) IS HEANINGLESS.
THACH MET FOR THREE HOURS JULY 18 WITH KIS SINGAPOREAN BT
COUNTERPARTS. AFTER THE TALKS, FOREIGN MINISTER
DHANABALAN HELD A "PRE-EMPTIVE™ PRESS BRIEFING AND SAID
SINGAPORE AND VIETNAM ARE "JUST AS FAR APART® AS BEFORE
VIETHAM WAS PREPARED TO "SLOG IT OUT FOR THE NEXT FIVE
OR EVEN 26 YEARS." THACH, ACCORDING TO DHANABALAN,
OUTLINED FIVE SCENARIOS FOR THE FUTURE OF VIETNAMESE-ASEAN
RELATIONS, INCLUDING CONTINUED CONFRONTATION AND A SINO-
VIETNAMESE RAPPROCKEMENT. THACH REJECTED THE ASEAN
SOLUTION TO THE CAMBODIAN PROBLEM, REITERATING THAT
CAMBODIA WAS PART OF THE SINO-VIETNAMESE PROBLEM,
DHANABALAN SAID HE DID NOT DISCUSS THE VIETNAMESE PARTIAL
TROOP WITHDRAWAL BECAUSE IT WAS "MEANINGLESS" WITHOUT
A COMMITMENT TO A COMPLETE PULLOUT. THACH DELIVERED "a
VEILED THREAT" BY REFERRING TO POSSIBILE SRV SUPPORT T0
INSURGENT MOVEMENTS IN ASEAN, ACCORDING TO DHANABALAN
THACH CALLED THE TALKS "USEFUL AND FRIENDLY" BUT
REFUSED TO DISCUSS THEM IN DETAIL. HE WILL HOLD A PRESS
CONFERENCE AT 1688 ON JULY 26, HE DEPARTS JULY 21 FOR
RANGOON. NO FURTHER MEETINGS ARE SCHEDULED AT MFA. END
SUMMARY
2. () SINGAPORE SECOND DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER (FORE!GN
AFFAIRS) RAJARATNAM AND FOREGN MINISTER DHANABALAN HELD -
THREE HOURS OF TALKS JULY 13 WITH VIETNAMESE FOREIGN
MINISTER NGUYEN CO THACH. THACH WAS ACCOMPANIED BY TRAN , p

TIEN VINH, PHAN DOAN NAM, AND TRAN HUY CHEONG. FOLLOWING
THE MEETINGS, DHANABALAN GAVE A PRESS BRIEFING IN WHICH
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HE ALSO SAID THAT VIETNAM WAS ONLY PREFPARED TO TALK ABOUT
A TROOP WITHDRAWAL AND SELF-DETERMINATION FOR THE
CAMBODIAN PEOPLE IN THE CONTEXT OF THE REMOVAL OF ALL

FOREIGN TROOPS FROM SOUTHEAST ASIA,
SAID, wOULD MEAN THE REMOVAL OF THE U. S.

THIS, DOHANABAL AN

BASES

IN THE PHILIPPINES AND THE ENDING OF DEFENSE ARRANGEMENTS
OF OTHER ASEAN COUNTRIES.

3 W

JuLy 2a).

OF THE HOUSING AND DEVELOPMENT BOARD

THACH WILL NOT MEET WITH DHANABALAN TODAY
HE HAS A MEETING SCHEDULED WITH THE CHAIRMAN

(HDB) TO LEARN ABOUT

SINGAPORE' S AMBITIOUS PUBLIC HOUSING PROGRAM.

7. (Lou)
BY SEPTEL.

8. 7EKECOMMENn
THEY AR

A REPORT ON OUR BRIEFING BY MFA WILL FOLLOW

MFA SOURCES HAVE TOLD US THAT

VERY CONCERNED ABOUT THACH’ S ABILITY TO USE THE

PRESS TO HIS OWN ADVANTAGE.
WAS ARRANGED SO AS TO PREEMPT THACH’

DHANABALAN' S PRESS BRIEFING
S OWN PRESS CONFERENCE,

SINGAPORE APPARENTLY HOPES THAT THE BRIEFING WILL DEPRIVE
THACH OF THE INITIATIVE AND FORCE HIM TO RESPOND TO

DHANABALAN’

BARRAGE.
BT

END COMMENT, SMITH

S STATEMENTS RATHER THAN LAUNCH ANOTHER SMOKE
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SUBJECT: MAHATHIR WARNS HANOI OF "VERY DANGEROUS
PRECEDENT"

REF: KUALA LUMPUR 5357

ECTION g1 OF #2 KUALA LUHPUR @5415

1. {LOU} ENTIRE TEXT.

2. IN A PRESS BRIEFING JULY 26 FOLLOWING MEETING
BETWEEN PRIME MINISTER MAKATHIR AND VIETHAMESE
FOREIGN MINISTER NGUYEN CO THACH, MFA SECGEN
TAKARIA SAID THE PRIME MINISTER TOLD THE HANOI
LEADER THAT ITS INVASION OF KAMPUCHEA SETS A
"VERY DANGEROUS PRECEDENT™ FOR OTHER BlG
COUNTRIES TO HARCH INTO NEIGHEORING TERRITORY
SIMFLY BECAUSE THEY DO NOT LIKE THE GOVERNHENT

IN POWER. SUCH ACTION, MAHATHIR CONTINUED, WILL
CAUSE “SHALL COUNTRIES TO FEEL THREATENED BECAUSE
ANY BIG NEIGHBOR CAN COME IN IF IT FEELS THREATENED
OR DOES NOT LIKE THE GOVERMMENT". MAHATHIR TOLD
THACH THAT THE HENG SAMRIN ADMINISTRATION "PUT
THERE BY VIETNAM CAN NOT HAVE THE LEGITIMACY OF

A GOVERMMENT OF THE PEQPLES’ CHOICE. “WE ARE
TRYING TO FIND A POLITICAL SOLUTION FOR KAHPUCHEA
BY WHIiCH IT CAN HAVE A GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLES’
CHOICE", KE SAID

3. THACH EAPLAINED TO THE PRYHE MINISTER THAT
THE VIETKAMESE FORCES WERE IN KAHPUCHEA AS AN
EXERCISE OF SELF-DEFENSE BECAUSE KAMPUCHEA

HAD BEEN A THREAT TO THE SECURITY OF VIETHNAM.

HE SAID THAT THE VIETNAMESE VIEWED THE KAMFUCHEAN
ISSUE AS A QUESTION OF THE CHINESE THREAT TO
VIETNAM, WHILE ASEAN WAS CONCERNED WITH THE
VIETNAMESE OCCUPATION OF KAMPUCHEA AND THE
WiTHDRAWAL OF TS TROOPS

4, IRMLR!A COMHENTED THAT ALTHOUGH “WE HAVE NOT

DTG: 2788527 JUL 82

PSN: 828578

CSN: HCEB81

YET SEEN THE LIGHT AT THE END OF THE TUNNEL, " THE
PRIME MINISTER WELCOMES THE VISIT OF MR. THACH,
AND HOPES THAT SUCH DISCUSSIONS WiLL RESULT IN

A BETTER UNDERSTANDING THAT COULD LEAD TO A
SOLUTION. ZAKARIA DESCRIBED THE TALKS AS
"FRIENDLY AND SERIOUS," AaND SAID THE PRIME
MINISTER SAW THE OVERALL OBJECTIVES OF THE TWO
COUNTRIES "SIMILAR" EXCEPT FOR THE KAMPUCHEA
PROBLEM., ZAKARIA AMNOUNCED THAT THACH EXTENDED
AN INVITATION FROM PRIME MINISTER PHAM VAN DANG TO
MAHATHIR TO VISIT VIETNAM. MAEATHIR ACGEPTED THE
INVITATION, BUT THE DATE WILL BE FIXED LATER

5. CONCERMING THACH'S MEETING WITH FOREIGN MiNISTER
GHAZAL| SHAFIE EARLIER IN THE DAY, ZAKARIA SAID THAT
THE TWO HINISTERS SPENT ALL THEIR TIME ON THE
KAHPUCHEAN ISSUE, SETTING FORTH THEIR RESPECTIVE
SUGGESTIONS ON HOW THE PROBLEM COULD BEST BE SOLVED.
GHAZAL| TOLD THACH THAT ASEAN WOULD LIKE A POLITICAL
SOLUTION ACCORDING TO THE DECLARATION OF THE UN-
SPONSORED IWTERNATIONAL COMFERENCE ON KAMPUCHEA
(1CK).  HE SAID THAT THE DECLARATION TOOK INTO
ACCOUNT VIETNAM'S SECURITY INTEREST BY SEEKING A
NEUTRAL KAMPUCHEA WHICH ALSO INCLUDED THE WITHDRAWAL
OF VIETNAMESE TROOPS FROM THAT COUNTRY. THIS WOULD
INSURE, HE ADDED, THAT FOREIGN POWERS WOULD NOT
INTERFERE IN THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF KAMPUCHEA
GHAZALT EAPLAINED THAT THE FORMATION OF THE
TRIPARTITE COALITION GOVERNMENT OF DEMOCRATIC
KAMPUCHEA WAS IN KEEPING WITH A POLITICAL SOLUTION
TO THE PROBLEM

6. THACH REPLIED THAT AS LONG AS THE CHINESE
THREAT TO VIETNAM REMAINED, IT WOULD NOT BE
POSSIBLE TO COMPLETELY WITHDRAW HANOI“S TROOPS
FROM KAMPUCHEA. HE SAID HE REGARDED THE COALITION

GOVERNHENT HEADED BY PRINCE SIHANOUK AS &N INTER-
FERENCE [N THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF KAMPUCHEA
THACH DENIED THAT HE HAD MADE A VEILED THREAT

OF SUBVERSION AGAINST ASEAN MEMBERS. WHAT WAS
MEANT, HE SAID, WAS THAT |F THE ASEAN COUNTRIES
SHOULD CONTINUE TO CARRY OUT HCSTILE ACTIVITIES
AGAINST VIETNAM AND THE CTHER INDOCHIKA STATES
THEN THEY CESERVE THE RIGHT OF SELF-DEFENSE.

BT

GAUALBRNTHAL
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7. ZAKARIA SAID THAT AT THE MEETING WITH GHAZALTI,
THACH AGAIN CALLED FOR AN INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
ON SOUTHEAST ASIA TO BE ATTENDED BY THE THREE
INDOCHINESE STATES, THE ASEAN MEMBER STATES,

BURMA, INDIA AND THE FIVE PERMANENT MEMBERS OF

THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL.

8. THE STORY NOTED THAT THACH MAY BE SPENDING
AN EXTRA DAY IN KL, LEAVING JULY 28 INSTEAD OF
THE 27TH. ZAKARIA, 1IN RESPONSE TO A QUERY SAID

"IT IS POSSIBLE, BUT YOU HAD BETTER ASK HIM"
INDICATING THAT THE VIETNAMESE HAD REQUESTED

THE ADDITIONAL DAY TO FIT IN WITH THACH S5 ONWARD
SCHEDULE,

9. COMMENT: IT APPEARS THE MALAYSIANS TOOK A
HARD LINE WITH THACH. HEADLINES IN THE LOCAL
PRESS, WHICH USUALLY REFLECT THE OFFICIAL LINE,
REFLECT THIS. THE NEW STRAITS TIMES' FRONT PAGE
BANNER WAS "HANOI'S DANGEROUS PRECEDENT, DR. M"
WHILE THE STAR SAID "MOVE OUT DR. M TELLS HANOI"

149. WHILE GHAZALI SHAFIE GENERALLY TAKES THE
PUBLIC LEAD ON KAMPUCHEAN POLICY, THIS IS THE
STRONGEST AND CLEAREST PUBLIC MANIFESTATION OF
THE PRIME MINISTER’ S STAUNCH SUPPORT FOR THE
ASEAN LINE ON KAMPUCHEA. PALMER

BT
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SUBJECT: VIETNAMESE "OFFER" TO RELEASE RE-EDUCATION CAMP
DETAINEES

REF: A, STATE 131648; B. GENEVA 7532; C. SINGAPORE 7733;
D. FBS BANGKOK 2811127 JULY 82, (E) STATE 165242 (NOTAL

1. FOLLOWING PRESS GUIDANCE UPDATES THAT CONTAINED IN REF
A AND RESPOWDS TO THACH PRESS COWFERENCE 1N SINGAPORE JuULY
26 (REFS C. AND D). SUGGEST BANGKOK AND GENEVA PROVIDE
BCTH GUIDANCES (THIS MESSAGE AND REF A) TO UNHCR FOR THEIR
INFORMATION. AS OF JULY 22, SUBJECT HAS NOT BEEN RAISED
AT STATE DEPARTMENT WOON BRIEFING, ALTHOUGH GUIDANCE HAS
BEEN DRAWN ON BACKGROUND TO RESPOND TO PRESS QUESTIONS.

2. FOLLOWING STATEMENT (REF E) WAS READ BY THE DEPUTY
SECRETARY TC USE H1S PRESS CONFERENCE AT THE ASEAN
FOREIGN MINISTER”S HEETING iN SINGAPORE. 1T REMAINS THE
U.S. PCSITION ON THIS SUBJECT

BEGIN QUOTE: WE WELCOME FOREIGN HINISTER THACH'S
STATEMENT THAT VIETNAM WOULD RELEASE REEDUCATION CAMP

INMATES FOR EMIGRATION. THE UNITED MATIONS HIGH’
COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES (UMHCR) HAS NEGOTIATED AN
ORDERLY DEPARTURE PROGRAM (0DP) WITH VIETNAM. THE UNITED
STATES COOPERATES WITH THAT PROGRAM, BY WHICH QUALIFIED
PERSONS CAN COME TO THE UNITED STATES WITHOUT HAZARDING
ESCAPE BY EOAT AND FURTHER BURDENING F{RST ASYLUM
COUNTRIES WITH REFUGEE POPULATIONS

MANY VIETHAMESE [N REEDUCATION CAMPS ARE THERE BECAUSE OF
THEFR SPECIAL TIES 7O THE UNITED STATES, AND THEREFORE,
WOULD VERY LIKELY QUALIFY FOR ADMISSION TO THE yNITED
STATES UNDER THE ORDERLY DEPARTURE PROGRAM. WE ARE
WORKING WITH THE UKHCR TO DETERMINE IF THE VIETHAMESE ARE
IN FACT PREPARED TO RELEASE PERSONS FROM REEDUCATION CAMPS
FOR RESETTLEMENT ABROAD.

THIS IS A PROBLEM WHICK 1S NOT SOLELY BETWEEN THE UNITED
STATES AND VIETNAM, T IS A MAJOR HUMAN RIGHTS TRAGEDY
INVOLVING POLITICAL PRISONERS WHICH SHOULD ENGAGE THE
INTERNATIONAL COMHUNITY AS A WHOLE. EMND QUOTE,

FOLLOWING QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS MAY BE USED ON &N [F ASKED
BAStS,

i.Q WHAT 1S THE U.S. GOVERNMENT’S POSITION REGARDING
THE VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT’S ALLEGED "OFFER" TO RELEASE
PRISONERS FROM "RE-EDUCATION CAMPS" FOR RESETTLEMENT IN
THE U.S. AWD OTHER COUNTRIES?

A, FIRST: THE U.S. BELIEVES THAT THE CONTINUED DETENTION
OF THESE VIETNAMESE POLITICAL PRISONERS IN SUCH
CONCENTRATION AND FORCED LABOR CAMPS IS A GRAVE VIOLATION
OF HUMAN RIGHTS. VIETNAM ACKNOWLEDGES THAT THE PRISONERS
ARE DETAINED FOR POLITICAL REASONS, YET HAS REFUSED TO
AGREE TO HUMAKITARIAN VISITS TO THE PRISONERS BY THE
INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS OR ANY OTHER
RESPONSIBLE ORGANIZATION, THE DETENTION OF THESE
POLITICAL PRISONERS HAS BEEN CONDEMNED BY AMNESTY
INTERNATIONAL AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS CONCERNED ABOUT
VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS, VIETNAM’S APPARENT SUGGESTION
THAT THESE PRISONERS COULD BE RELEASED FOR RESETTLEMENT

AERCAD DOES NOT ADORESS THE BASIC ASPECT OF THIS GRAVE
HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATION, MAMELY THAT SUCH PERSOMS CONTINUE
TO BE HELD FOR POLITICAL REASONS !N PRISON FACILITIES THAT
VIOLATE FUNDAMEKTAL STANDARDS OF HUMAHE TREATMENT AND
HUHAN RIGHTS.

SECOND: THE U.S. 1S PLEASED THAT AT LONG LAST VIETHAM MAY
NOW BE PREPARED TORELEASE THESE POLITICAL PRISOMERS FOR
EMIGRATION. THE ORDERLYDEPARTURE PROGRAM ODP;, AGREED

TO IN 1888 BY THE UNHCR AND THE GOVERKMENT OF VIETHAH TO
EKABLE VIETNAMESE TO LEAVE THEIR COUNTRY WITHOUT RISKING
THE PERILOUS ESCAPE OF A BOAT REFUGEE, PROVIDES AN
ESTABLISHED MEAKS FOR VIETNAMESE TO BE CONSIDERED FOR
ADMISSION TO THE U.S. AND OTHER COUNTRIES. ViETNAMESE
RELEASED FROM RE-ECUCATION CAMPS MAY APPLY FOR ADMISSION
TO THE U.S. OR ANOTHER COUNTRY THROUGH THE UNHCR-SRV
ORDERLY DEPARTURE PROGRAM. BECAUSE SOME, POSSIBLY MANY
VIETNAMESE [N RE-EDUCATION CAMPS ARE HELD EECAUSE OF PAST
TIES TO THE U.S., SUCH PERSONS COULD WELL QUALIFY FOR
ADMISSION TO THE U.S. UMDER OUR ESTABLISHED PROCEDURES
WHICH GIVE PREFERENCE TO VIETNAMESE PREVIOUSLY ASSOCIATED
WITH THE U.S. EFFORT IN VIETNAM. VIETNAMESE CAN ALSO
APPLY ON THE BASIS OF FAMILY REUNTFICATION WITH RELATIVES
IN THE U.S. OR CTHER COUNTRIES. APPROXIMATELY HALF OF THE
PEOPLE CURRENTLY LEAVING VIETNAM VIA THE ODP ARE GOING TO
OTHER COUKTRIES.

4. Q. AT A PRESS CONFERENCE IN SINGAPORE JULY 28,
VIETNAMESE FORE |G MINISTER NGUYEN CO THACH REPORTEDLY
REPEATED HIS JUNE 13 "GFFER" TO RELEASE "ALL" RE-EDUCLTION
CAMP INMATES FOR RESETTLEMENT ABROAD, AND SAID VIETNAM IS
STILL WAITING FOR A RESPDNSE FROM THE U.S. HAS THE U.S.
RESPONDED TO THIS REPORTED VIETNAMESE “GFFER?"
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A RS MR. THACH KNOWS, THE AGREED ESTABLISHED CHANNEL FOR -
LEGAL DEPARTURE OF VIETNAMESE FROM VIETNAM IS THE ORDERLY
DEPARTURE PROGRAM, WHICH OPERATED BY AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN

THE UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES AND THE
GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM. THE U.S. AND OTHER CONCERNED
GOVERNMENTS COOPERATE WITH THE UNHCR IN THE [MPLEMENTATION

OF THIS PROGRAM. THERE HAVE BEEN CONTINUING EFFORTS TO

EXPAND THE PROGRAM, TO MAKE CLEAR THAT IT OFFERS A SAFE, -
LEGAL ALTERNATIVE TO THE RISKS OF CLANDESTINE FLIGHT FROM
VIETNAM, BUT THE PROGRAM HAS BEEN LIMITED BY PROCESSING

AND OTHER DELAYS IN VIETNAM. |F THE VIETNAMESE ARE

SERIOUS ABOUT THE OFFER TO RELEASE POLITICAL PRISOMERS,

THEY CAN BEGIN FACILITATING INTERVIEWS BY UNHCR

REFRESENTATIVES IN VIETNAM WITH INMATES OF THE SO-CALLED

RE-EDUCATION CAHPS. T0 OUR KNOWLEDGE, SUCH INTERVIEWS
HAVE NEVER BEEN PERMITTED.

5. Q. HAS THE U.S. DISCUSSED THIS "OFFER" WITH UNHCR?

A.  YES. THE U.S. AND OTHER CONCERNED GOVERNMENTS HAVE
REVIEWED THIS SUBJECT WITH UNHCR IN THE CONTEXT OF OUR
CONTINUING DISCUSSIONS OF THE ORDERLY DEPARTURE PROGRAHM

6. Q THE VIETNAMESE FOREIGN MINISTER ALSO REPORTEDLY
SAID (JULY 28 IN SINGAPORE) THAT THE U,S. OHNLY ACCEPTS ODP
APPLICANTS AS “IMMIGRANTS™ RATHER THAN AS REFUGEES. IS
THIS CORRECT?

A. NO. ABOUT HALF OF THE VIETNAMESE RESETTLED iN THE
U.S. UNDER THE ORDERLY DEPARTURE PROGRAM COME AS REFUGEES,
AND, AS SUCH, RECEIVE THE SAME ASSISTANCE FROM EMERICAN
VOLUMTARY AGENCIES AND THRE SAME BENEF!TS IN THE U.S. AS
OTHER REFUGEES. AS IN ALL REFUGEE SITUATIONS WORLDWIDE,
IF AN INDIVIDUAL QUALIFIES FOR AN IHMIGRANT VISA, HE IS
ADMITTED AS AN IHMIGRANT, AND AS SUCH WOULD NOT QUALIFY
FOR REFUGEE BENEFITS, ALTHOUGH SUCH CDP INDIVIDUALS FROM
VIETNAM OFTEN ARE ASSISTED BY AMERICAN AGENCIES AND MAY
RECEIVE TRAVEL ASSISTANCE FROM THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL
COMMITTEE FOR MIGRATION.

7. Q OTHER SOURCES HAVE REPORTED THAT THE VIETHAMESE

ARE REFUSING TO ALLOW THE LEGAL DEPARTURE OF RELAT!VES OF
VIETNAHESE WHO PREVIOUSLY LEFT AS BOAT REFUGEES. IS THIS
CORRECT?

A, ALTHOUGH THERE HAS BEEN NO OFFICIAL CONFIRMATION OF
SUCH A POLICY, THERE ARE INDICATIONS THAT IT 1S BEING
FOLLOWED IM SOME CASES BY THE VIETNAMESE AUTHORITIES IN
DECIDING WHICH ODP APPLI{CANTS SKOULD BE APPROVED FOR EXIT
VISAS. SUCH A POLICY OF COURSE VIOLATES THE BASIC
RUMANITARIAN PUKPOSE OF THE ORDERLY DEPARTURE PROGRAM,
WHICH IS TO FACILITATE THE LEGAL DEPARUTRE OF THOSE
SEEKING TO LEAVE VIETNAM TO BE REUNITED WITH RELATIVES
AEROAD. (RP/PA: 3438B) STOESSEL
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