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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

January 26, 1983 

FOR: JUDGE CLARK 
WALT RAYMOND 

---)>= KEN deGRAFFENREID 

FROM: BOB SIMS 
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MEMORA:t-.TDUM 

NAT IONAL S EC UR ITY CO UN CIL 

January 19, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK 

STEAID'.AN~ 

Toon Article 

FROM: WILLIAM 

SUBJECT: 

NON LOG 

I very much recommend that you read Mac-Toon's Washington Post 
article (Tab A) on how to handle relations with the Soviet 
Union, should charges of Bulgarian responsibility for the 
assassination attempt on the Pope be proven. 

Many of us who have had long e xperience in dealing with Soviets 
would agree with all of Mac's recommendations -- even though 
domestic and foreign political constraints would make it 
difficult to implement them. 

Attachment 

Tab A Article by Mac Toon 
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• Yuri Andropov, despite _his KGB_ affiliation, is ' gering the . respected and revered Pope ,John · 

really a nice fellow and even a closet liberal has Paul Il for assassination. But . the possibility is 
1• ~ run into serious triiuble as the evidence ·of re- there, and it is not too soon to consider what 

- ' cent. ~oviet misbehavior accumulates. J'here : ·our course of actiori should be in the event our, l 
•• nmv· seeq1s no question that the Soviets have I' _ Italian friends should prove beyond a doubt the j ' 

- been testing their chem'ical and bfolo ical war- . . Bulgarian ccinnection. -By .' '.our," I have in · -
fore resources am techniques .on t e .• lea- _ mind not only the official position 'in Washing- ' 
guerecl -hut still undaunted · Afghan1 rebels as r ton . hut . also the . collective - reaction of _ ·the ', 

.-, . .well 'i1s on ' inn~icent noncombatµints in South-,! . NATO fa1i1fu: ':: _ . ·, . - ·_: : . , .. : ·/ ·: ·_' c • 
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about the suhservient relationship betv.·e~ the ~··: possible sources of opposition· to the leadership _ 
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-mi;;sion. And, equally certainly, if the K9B was · . ter ~ar ourselves now to. deal with thi~y 
:: involved, then its chief at the time-Yuri An- explosive issue_. ~ -·· _ ____ . •: _ _, ·_ .-__ . _ .. -, . 

• clropov-must have had spe£ific_kri1>wled@ ~f 
and given his personal approval to the assassi­
nation attemj>L • 
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S.,me will rernm nH· nd that we ;.ever nil ties 
with a nation capable of such contemptible 
hl'havior. Thal wu11lcl be an ei;regious mistake. 

• Others. apprehensive of the consequences for 
~ stability of making a pariah ·of the Soviet" 
1 lnion, mav sqggestthat we, in .effect, sweep t~e 
'whole dirty affair undedhe rug and t~us av~1d . 
any serio11s impairm~nt _()f our relat10ns with 
Moq:ow. That, in my .view, would he an equally 

·111;,iccept.1h!e _and _ _perh aps_ e~en a worse mi~-

- t~k~. Our most sensible • course of action, it 
~ s lo me, would be riot to outlaw the Savi.et 
Union, e~l!y" not to ignore the facts, but to..!_e­
cast our relationship to reflect newly revealed 
rea liti~. I would suggest the following specific 

,- steps: • --· • ·- _ 

• I) Chara~te~iZe the Soviet Un1~n for what it - -
i is-a ruthless, brutal powtl capa~le of resorting 
' to tFi,e worstJ>hsceniti~ __ tp ~~eet Its_ ends, bµt a, _ 

power po.~essing ~ud{ a"'_:_esi'.im~ militarr :rn_ig:ht ·\ 
• that, If -is(llated and ' deprived · of , intercoii~ , ~ 
with t~e ~ivilize y,:nrl _rould well make_a seri-

- ous misju gment-.and upset the fragile balan~ 
iliat now exists between peace· and Armaged-, 
don. ~ • :,. · ._ ,.. •. · · ' 

2) Maintain· formal "ties with ·- the Soviet 
Union, continue efforts together with our allies 
to achieve a more stable world by defusing or at 

• least makin_g less volatile the_ areas· of tension 
between us, capping the arms race _and, one 
hopes;· in · the_ end -inducing - less obnoxious 
Soviet behavior on the.world scene. . , : 

3) Modify our traditional re/atiorishig ~th 
the Soviets to reflect realities-always there but 
ignored dJ_ring . eras of "good feeling:" This 

' • means, above all, the elimination of all traces of 
chumines.q and a final recognition that Soviet 

• ideology and behavior simply rule out camara-
derie, good winand trust between us.

1
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4) • Terminate all references to s11mm1ta as a 
-desira6ie way of doing business with the Sovi­
ets. The president should ,make clear that, in 
the light o'f recent evidence, a meeting with An-

• dropov would uriacceptably tarnish the luster of _ 
the high ,0ffice he holds and that from now on 
·he will deal with the Soviets through our am; 

'. hassador m Moscow arid occa.c;ional meetings at ·, -·: 
• the foreign mjnister level;· if these should offer • 
\ some prospec_t of forwi!rd moveme.nt ·, ,_:-:'-.· , .,,, :',_:,_-

fi) Urge the private sector -to reduce tu a 
minimum or, better, terminate the successor., to 

, Pugwash--=such as the Dartmouth Confereng:. 
~ the lI_nited Nations Association weetings and 
, • others that have always suffered from the 
: a sy~m~ between critics of policies of .an in­
: cumbent American administration and staunch 
• p~otagonists and defenders of Soviet positions 
'. and behavior. . , • , : . . , ; ' . • . 
,;- 6) .P~rsuade -~ur • ~edia to refrain from offer- _ . 
; ·i'li_f ree propaganda platforms to the self-stl'.!_ecl -~ ; 
: :"independents" on the Soviet sid_e-like the· Ar- . 
_ bat.ovs, the Zhukovs and the Menshikqys, who 
', are far from heingwhat they pretend to he. . 

l! 7)_ ·Make clear therg is a price for performi~ ' 
:dirty tricks at Soviet hehest by reducing to a 
• minimum traffic with the Bulgarians-mean- • 
ing, °'"?un~ other_ things,. cutting ~estern jepre- .~ 

: sentat1on m Sofia to the bone-e.g., closmg all - .- -. 
2 but orie or two !'JATO embassies.:; ; .: ~ -:. -.. ·-:- -
" :· . 8) Consult" :on· all ~o(the .above' with rnu _ ~ ; 
r·: NATO.allies to ensure a concerted allied reac-
i tion "iind 'thus ~~oid sharr;efu1 and • damaging t 

• spectacles of disarray such as we sa~ in the ,un-
seerrily ~assle over the pipeline: · '· • ' 
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MEMORANDUM 
I 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

February 8, 1983 

INFORMATION 

MEMORANDUM FOR JOHN M. POINDEXTER 

FROM: ROGER W. ROBINSO~ 

SUBJECT: Congressional Inquiry about U.S. Posture 
on Plot to Assassinate the Pope 

Attached (Tab I) is an inquiry from Congressman Larry McDonald 
(Georgia) that, in my mind, is representative of an increasing 
concern among the American people that our Administration is 
distancing itself from the investigation or not being as 
cooperative as it could be with the Italian authorities. I am 
not presently in the loop regarding our actual activities and 
therefore do not know whether or not these concerns are 
legitimate. I do believe that it may be time to urgently 
reassess our public affairs posture to determine if it can 
better reflect the President's personal instincts about the 
alleged sinister role of Soviet bloc intelligence services in 
the assassination attempt. Is there some appropriate and 
qualified manner in which we can step up our expressions of 
outrage? Will our intelligence gathering activities in this 
connection eventually permit us to make some statement to the 
American people? It calls to mind Evan Galbraith's comment 
supportive of our position on Soviet attempts to dominate the 
European gas market in the 1990's -- "If not us -- who? -- if 
not now - - when?" 

Attachment 
Tab I Letter from McDonald 

cc: Peter Gororoer 
~ ae raffenrej b 

Norman Bailey 
Dennis Blair 
Mort Allin 
Chuck Tyson 
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The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 
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Shocking evidence continues to build up that the Soviet KGB 
was behind the attempted assassination of Pope John Paul a year 
and a half ago. Initial reports of the KGB's involvement appeared 
first in the newsletter of one of my part-time staff members and 
has since been confirmed by "The Reader's Digest and NBC Television 
News, especially correspondent·Marvin Kalb. 

The initial NBC presentation of "The Man Who Shot the Pope" 
appeared in 1982 and an updated version appeared just prior to 
your State of the Union message on Tuesday, January 25th, 1983. 

New information revealed by the updated program seemed to 
fully confirm that the KGB was responsible for the attempted as­
sassination of the Pope, primarily due to his encouragement of 
the Solidarity freedom movement in Poland. The conclusion becomes 
even more significant when one realizes that the new Soviet dicta­
te� Yuri Andropov, was head of the KGB at that time. 

Correspondent Kalb revealed that American newsmen and Italian 
authorities investigating the attempted assassination have been 
urged to suppress the Soviet KGB connection by officials of the Cen­
tral Intelligence Agency and the State Department. Nevertheless, 
Italy and Mr. Kalb have courageously pursued their investigation 
into links between the Soviets and the murder attempt on the Pope. 

Mr. Kalb said the apparent reason for American reluctance to 
let Italian authorities and investigating newsmen make that connec­
tion is United States concern over the international repercussions, 
specifically, ongoing arms control talks and trade issues between 
our nation and the Soviets. In other words, he implied that a 
massive coverup is being attempted by not only the Soviets, but 
also by the United States. 
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The Honorable President Reagan 

In your most recent press conference, you were questioned about 
the KGB connection, but indicated that you had no more information 
on the attack against the Pope than did the newsmen in the audience. 
Frankly, one finds that hard to believe, given the resources of the 
CIA and other U.S. intelligence agencies. 

One mus~ ask whether a deliberate attempt is being made at the 
highest levels of our government to suppress the KGB's involvement 
in the assassination attempt to preserve nonexistent "detente," arms 
control talks and trade. I sincerely hope and pray that this is not 
the case. 

Therefore, I would appreciate knowing what officials, agencies, 
departments or persons representing you have been instructed to have 
KGB complicity played down or muffled in statements by American of­
ficials. What guidelines, if any, have been issued on this matter by 
you, or persons representing you? 

For officials of our government to suppress evide nce of such a 
horrible crime would be immoral and put us into the same category of 
the nation that plotted the assassination. It would be detrimental 
to our own national security and show our allies, such as Italy, that 
we will not stand by them in a confrontation with our common adver­
sary, the Soviet Union. It would be appeasement at its worst since 
Neville Chamberlain's time. 

Therefore, I respectfully request that you order the CIA to 
cooperate fully with Italian authorities in their investigation of 
the assa ssina t ion a ttempt of t h e Po pe. Also, I ur ge t hat you orde r 
t he State De partment to exhibit the same measure of cooperation and 
assistance. Fu r t her, I respectfully ask that you immediately tell 
t he American pe ople on nationwide televisions about the evidence 
c omp i led to date, regarding the KGB connection, and what s t eps the 
Admin i str ation is taking in retaliation against the Soviets. 

You have r epeatedly d emonstrated in the past that your instincts 
a r e sound and that your knowle dge about the aims of the Soviet Union 
a nd its plans to dominate our world is complete. It is imperative 
t hat you, as leader of the Free World, must continue to chart a moral 

yo 
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The Honorable Ronald Reagan 

path and not allow your Administration to become bogged down in a 
matter that is much, much more serious than Watergate. 

Sincerely, 

~/)1~ 
Larry P. McDonald, M.C. 

LPM/tbaw 

YI 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
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SOURCE: MCDONALD, LARRY 
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DATE: 09 FEB 83 

KETivORDS : CO 

VATICAN 

USSR JOHN PAUL II 

SUBJ: LTR RE KGB INVOLVEMENT IN ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION OF POPE JOHN PAUL 

REQUIRED ACTION: DIRECT REPLY FURNISH INFO COPY 

DUEDATE: 14 FEB 83 

COMMENTS: ** PLEASE COORDINATE REPLY W/ KEN DEGRAFFENREID 395-3334 & 

PAULA DOBRIANSKY 395-3912 OF NSC STAFF. 

l 
. !. 
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Wa~hington , D.C. 20515 

IG-ID: C~1P: nap 

cc: w/copy of inc, NSC Secretariat 
(with copy to Ken Duberstein) 

for DIRECT response 

WH RECORDS ~..ANAGEMENT WILL RETAIN ORIGINAL INCOMING 



L I'.· ·." )' P. -::.cuu:, . .; LD 
' 7ni D.~ ; ;-ic T , GL:R•:.rA 3 6 5 P O~\-·.:,, Ii !: 1•, ,1NC.::; S 1 Rr. CT .,, 

~UIT C 212. Ll!J 
f•'!AR tc11 A . Gr o•::;1 " :::io64 l 
T E!..!THONC: ( .!:),l) 4;:.::_-4.: 90 

\'.' A:;'-! !:-."C,":"C'-4, 0. C . .2 0 515 

T c'...:i=-!-:!r:' ~~~ : (.: •J2 ) L: ~- 29 31 

c:.·. • ~:TTE E: 

!_'.': · , . .:0',<·.-! ITTEE S: 

r-.::::~: •. -;; CH ,\ ND DC\'E"LO? ~.~::::NT 

s:.: . .:..~.:; .•,:~ /..',, D ~.., r: ~.f...lF:G IC 
.: .. •:) r:.:•: i ·l 1C.~L ~•. ,;.T .:::::?J.!o. LS 

20515 

January 27, 1983 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

De ar Mr. President: 
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Shocking ev idence continues to build up that the Soviet KGB 
wa s behind the attempted assassination of Pope John Paul a year 
and a half ago. Initial reports of the KGB's invo l vement appeared 
first in the newsletter of one of my part-time staff members and 
has since been confirmed by "The Reader's Digest and NBC Television 
News, especially correspondent Marvin Kalb. 

The initial NBC presentation of "The Man Who Shot the Pope" 
appea red in 1982 and an updated version appeared just prior to 
your State of the Union message on Tuesday, January 25th, 1983. 

New information revealed by the updated program seemed to 
fully confirm that the KGB was responsible for the attempted as­
sassination of the Pope, primarily due to his encouragement of 
the Solidarity freedom movement in Poland. The conclusion becomes 
even more significant when one realizes that the new Soviet dicta­
to~ Yuri Andropov, was head of the KGB at that time. 

Correspondent Kalb revealed that American newsmen and Italian 
authorities investigating the attempted assassination have b een 
urged to suppress the Soviet KGB connection by officials of the Ce n­
tral Intelligence Agency and the State Department. Nevertheless, 
Italy and Mr. Kalb have courageously pursued their investigation 
into links between the Soviets and the murder attempt on the Pope. 

Mr. Kalb said the apparent reason for American reluctance to 
let Italian authorities and investigating newsmen make that connec­
tion is United States concern over the international repercussions, 
specifically, ongoing arms control talks and trade issues between 
our nation and the Soviets. In other words, he implied that a 
mas sive coverup is being attempted by not only the Soviets, but 
also by the United States. 
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The Honorable President Reagan 

In your mos t recen t pre ss conference, you we re questioned about 
the KGB c onnection, but indicate d that you had no more information 
o n the attack against the Pope than did the newsme n in the audience. 
Frankly, one finds that hard to believe, given the resources of the 
CIA and other U. S. intelligence agencies. 

One must ask whether a deliberate attempt is being made at the 
highest levels of our government to suppress the KGB's involvement 
in the assassination attempt to preserve nonexist ent "detente, 11 arms 
control talks and trade. I sincerely hope and pray that this is not 
the case. 

Therefore, I would appreciate knowing what officials, agencies, 
departments or persons representing you have been instructed to have 
KGB complicity played down or muffled in statements by Ame rican of­
ficials. What guideline~, if any, have been issued on this matter by 
you, or persons representing you? 

For officials of our government to suppress evidence of such a 
horrible crime would be immoral and put us into the same category of 
the nation that plotted the assassination. It would be detrimental 
to our own national security and show our allies, such as Italy, that 
we will not stand by them in a confrontation with our common adver­
sary,- the Soviet Union. It would be appeasement at its worst since 
Neville Chamberlain's time. 

Therefore, I respectfully request that you order the CIA to 
cooperate fully with Italian authorities in their investigation of 
the assassination attempt of the Pope. Also, I urge that you order 
the State Department to exhibit the same measure of cooperation and 
assistance. Further, I respectfully ask that you iITtJ~ediately tell 
the American people on nationwide televisions about the evidence 
compiled to date, regarding the KGB connection, and what steps the 
Administration is taking in retaliation against the Soviets. 

You have repeatedly demonstrated in the past that your instincts 
are sound and that your knowledge about the aims of the Soviet Union 
and its plans to dominate our world is complete. It is imperative 
that you, as leader of the Free World, must continue to chart a moral 
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The Honorable Ronald Rcaaan 

path and not allow your Administration to b ecome bogged down in a 
matte r that is much, much more serious than Watergate. 

Since rely, 

~ /},~ 
Larry P. Mc Donald , M.C. 

LPM/tbaw 
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February 3, 1983 

Dear Larr-r: 

On behalf of the PrC?sident, I would lik~ to acknowledge and 
thank you fo:: you:- letter dated January 27. Your letter 
requests specific information, and urges that certain actions 
be taken, on thfil subject of KGB involvf!!ment in· the attempted 
assassination of Pope Joh.~ Paul a year and half ago. 

Please know ~hat your lettar is now being shared To1tith the 
appropriate officials, a,nd that thorough cons,ideration will 
be given tc the issues you have raised. I assure yon that 
we appreciate your S$rious concern with respect to thi~ 
matter. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth M. Ouberstcln 
As!Jist.ant to the President 

The Honorable Larry P. McDonald 
Houee of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

KMD:CHP:nap 

cc: w/copy of inc, NSC Secretariat -- for DIRECT response 
(with copy to Ken Duberstein) 

WH RECORDS MANAGEMENT WILL RETAIN ORIGINAL INCOMING 
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January 27, 1983 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 
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Shocking evidence continues to build up that the Soviet KGB 
was behind the attempted assassination of Pope John Paul a year 
and a half ago. Initial reports of the KGB's involvement appeared 
first in the newsletter of one of my part- time staff members and 
has since been confirmed by "The Reader's Digest and NBC Television 
News, especially correspondent Marvin Kalb. 

The initial NBC presentation of "The Man Who Shot the Pope" 
appeared in 1982 and an updated version appeared just prior to 
your State of the Union message on Tuesday, January 25th, 1983. 

New information revealed by the updated program seemed to 
fully confirm that the KGB was responsible for the attempted as­
sassination of the Pope, primarily due to his encouragement of 
the Solidarity f r eedom movement in Poland. The conclusion becomes 
even more significant when one realizes that the new Soviet dicta­
te~ Yuri Andropov, was head of the KGB at that time. 

Correspondent Kalb r e v e al e d that Ame r ican n ewsme n a nd I t alian 
a uthori t ies investigat i n g the attempted assassination h a ve b e e n 
urged to suppress the Soviet KGB connection by officials of the Cen­
tral Intelligence Agency and the State Department. Nevertheless, 
Italy and Mr . Kalb have courageously pursued their investigation 
i nto l i nk s between the Soviets and the murder attempt on the Pope. 

Mr . Kalb said the apparent reason for American reluctance to 
l et Italian authorities and investigating newsmen make that connec­
tion is United States concern over the international repercussions, 
specifically, ongoing arms control talks and trade issues between 
our nation and the Soviets. In other words, he implied that a 
massive coverup is being attempted by not only the Soviets, but 
also by the United States. 
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The Honorable President Reagan 

In your most recent press confere nce, you were questioned about 
the KGB connection, but indicated that you had no more information 
on the attack against the Pope than did the newsmen in the audience . 
Frankly, one finds that hard to believe, given the resources of the 
CIA and other U.S. intelligence agencies. 

One must ask whether a deliberate attempt is being made at the 
highest levels of our government to suppress the KGB's involvement 
in the assassination attempt to preserve nonexistent ''detente," arms 
control talks and trade. I sincerely hope and pray that this is not 
the case. 

Therefore, I would appreciate knowing what officials, agencies, 
departments or persons representing you have been instructed to have 
KGB complicity played down or muffled in statements by American of­
ficials. What guidelines, if any, have been issued on this matter by 
you, or persons representing you? 

For officials of our government to suppress evidence of such a 
horrible crime would be immoral and put us into the same category of 
the nation that plotted the assassination. It would be detrimental 
to our own national security and show our allies, such as Italy, that 
we will not stand by them in a confrontation with our common adver­
sary, the Soviet Union. It would be appeasement at its worst since 
Neville Chamberlain's time. 

Therefore, I respectfully request that you order the CIA to 
c oo perate f ully with Italian authorities in t heir investigation of 
the assassination attempt of the Pope . Also , I urge that you orde r 
the State Depar tment to exhibit the same measure of cooperation and 
assistance. Further, I respectfully ask that you immediately tell 
the American people on nationwide televisions about the evidence 
compiled to date, regarding the KGB connection, and what steps the 
Admini stration i s taking in retaliation against the Soviets. 

You have repeatedly demonstrated in the past that your instincts 
are sound and that your knowledge about the aims of the Soviet Union 
and its plans to dominate our world is complete. It is imperative 
that you, as leader of the Free World, must continue to chart a moral 
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The Honorable Ronald Reagan 

path and not allow your Administration to become bogged down in a 
matter that is much, much more serious than Watergate. 

Sincerely, 

~ /),~ 
Larry P. McDonald, M.C. 

LPM/tbaw 
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NAME PHONE # 

Dave Sullivan 224-0190 

Left the followino messaoe: 

"Senator Sims and\D'Amato sending a letter to 

the President today on CIA and the KGB plot 

against the Pope. Will be hand delivered 

by COB tonight. II He will be delivering it 

to White House. Will send you a copy. 

7'>. l ~n t-horp will be SSCI hearinas on this 
tomorrow. 

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1963 0 - 714- 464 
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March 15, 1983 

De,'! r Sena tor Humphrey: 

On behal~ of the Pr':!side~t, I would like! to acknowl•:~dge ~nd 
thank you for your letter regarding the investigation into 
the attempted assa ssination cf Pope John Paul a year and a 
half a.go. 

Wa appreciate your serious concer~ with respect to this 
ma tter. Your letter is 110w being sharad w:l th the appro­
priate Presidential advisers so that your coroments me.v 
r e ce ive prcmpt and thorough consideratio~~ . ~ 

With best wi9hes, 

Sincerely, 

Kenn~th M. Dub~r~tcin 
Assi~tant to the President 

The Honorable Gordon ,T. Humphrey 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

KMD:CMP:nap 

cc: w/copy of inc, NSC Secretariat -- for DIRECT response 
(with copy to Ken Duberstein) 

i-rn RECORDS MANAGEMENT WILL RETAIN ORIGINAL INCOMING 
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March 7, 1983 

Honorable Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

J 29sso 

I am writing this letter to express my concerns and the concerns 
of constituents that the Central Intelligence Agency is not conducting 
an official independent investigation into the plot to kill the Pope. 

To date, official CIA policy has been that investigation of the 
assassination attempt is an internal affair of the Italian government 
and, therefore, is best handled by Italian authorities. Although the 
CIA has indicated willingness to provide Italian authorities with per­
tinent information, there seems to be growing evidence that the CIA is 
ignoring and even attempting to discourage further investigation of 
this matter. 

Considering the strong likelihood of Soviet involvement in this 
plot, I do not believe the United States should be holding back its re­
sources in conducting a thorough and independent investigation. The 
United States should utilize every available avenue to identify those 
parties that might be involved in this attempt on the Pope's life. 

With warmest regards, I am 

GJH:jko 

om P1u..seuRY STRttT 

CONCOR00 New H AMPSHIRE 03301 
(603) 2.28-0453 

FEDERAL BUILDING, ROOM 730 

275 CHESTNUT STREET 

MANCHESTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE 03103 
(603) 666-7691 

Sincerely yours, 

Gordon J. Humphrey, USS 
r, 

' 

F'EOERAL ButLOING, ROOM 209 

80 DANIEL STREET 

PoRTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE: 03801 
(603) 431-6760 

157 MAIN STRttT 

BERLIN. New HAMPSH1RE 03570 
(603) 752-2600 
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Mar-~h 15, 1983 

Dear Senator Hu~phrey: 

On behalf 0£ the Pr~sider-t, I would like to acknowl•:~dge ond 
thank you for your letter regarding the invAstigation into 
the attempt~d assassination cf Pope John Paul a year aPd a 
half a.go. 

We appreciate your serious concern with r e spect to this 
matter. Your letter is now being sharzd wt th the 0.ppro­
pria te P:resiclcntial advisers so that ~four corr.ments !'f\?.V 

r eceive prcmpt and thorouah con~ideratio~~ ., •, 

With be st wi~hes, 

Sincerely, 

Kenn~th M. DuberstGin 
AssiAtant to the President 

The Honorable Gordon J. Humphrey 
United States Senate 

·washington, D.C. 20510 

KMD:CMP:nap 

cc: w/copy of inc, NSC Secretariat -- for DIRECT response 
(with copy to Ken Duberstein) 

WH RECORDS MANAGE:M..ENT WILL RETAIN ORIGINAL INCOMING 

. l 



qOROONJ.HUM PHREY 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 

s H-~31 H..,,n- 5£.N•rt: o,,,ca: BlnLDIND 

(202) 224-2.8'1 

• . .) New HAM..-SHIIO!'. Tou. FRO NuMBDI 

cciM-..ii rn c.c• 

ARMED SERVICES 

CHA.JAMA.N I SvaC-OMMITTTI'. °" 
PRC~A.JICONU8 

ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

1-ao0-e52,.311, WASHINGTON, D.C. 2.0510 
LABOR AND HUMAN RESOURCE:5 

U"'4JRMAH: SuBCOMMITTCC: ON ALCOHOUSW 

AND DRUO AJkJ•& 

March 7, 1983 

Honorable Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

J 29sSO 

I am writing this letter to express my concerns and the concerns 
of constituents that the Central Intelligence Agency is not conducting 
an official independent investigation into the plot to kill the Pope. 

To date, official CIA policy has been that investigation of the 
assassination attempt is an internal affair of the Italian government 
and, therefore, is best handled by Italian authorities. Although the 
CIA has indicated willingness to provide Italian authorities with per­
tinent information, there seems to be growing evidence that the CIA is 
ignoring and even attempting to discourage further investigation of 
this matter. 

Considering the strong likelihood of Soviet involvement in this 
plot, I do not believe the United States should be holding back its re­
sources in conducting a thorough and independent investigation. The 
United States should utilize every available avenue to identify those 
parties that might be involved in this attempt on the Pope's life. 

GJH :jko 

Ot-.'?: P1L.Lsl?\JRY Snurr 

Co'<O ~ O. New HAMPSHIRE 03301 
(6C3) ~~453 

With warmest regards, I am 

Fc::iERAL BUILOI NG . RcoM 730 
275 CHESTNUT 5TRE£T 

MA,-,,CHE.STDI, NEW HAMPSH I RE 03103 

( 603) 666-7691 

Sincerely yours, 

-
Gordon J. Humphrey, USS 

r-

' 
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PoRT SM OVTH, New HAMPSHJR!: C3801 
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