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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NG TON 

May 29, 1984 

Dear Dr . McIntire : 

The President appreciated your letter of 
March 30 . Your conc e r ns are wel l-expressed. 
'I'he thing that you do wel l is your direct .-; 
approach to problems. 

Press O n o 

Sinc erely , 

-ouglas Holla day 
--~~,,._~~---- Associate Direc tor 

Of f ice of Public Li ai son 

Dr. Car l McIntire 
President 
International Council o f 
Christian Churches 
756 Haddon Avenue 
Collingswood , New Jer sey 081 08 
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•. -._ .... -
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c;enial Envoy 
From Vatican 

PioLaghi 

By KENNETH A. BRIGGS 
Arr.hbishop Pio Laghi, who was 

• named yesterday by Pope J ohn Paul II 
to he the Vatican's Ambassador to the 
\J n ilo '< I Slat.l's , hns hc conw known ns an 
artful church diplomat in the 32 years 
hr. has served as a papal representa tive · 

M an 
in the 
News 

abroad. 
Formal diplomatic ties 

between the United States 
and the Vatican were re­
stored on Jan. 10 after 
more. than a century of 

unofficial relations. President Rea­
gan's appointment of William A. Wil­
son as the United States Ambassador to 
the Holy See was confirmed and Mr. 
Wilson was sworn in on March 9. • 

Archbishop Laghi, a genial man, is 
known within the chukh as an excep­
tionally intelligent prelate with an in­
fonnal demeanor and a polished ap­
proach to diplomacy. One Roman 
Catholic officia l said the Archbishop's 
·urbanity " represents wha t is best 
:\O<Jt1t. lhe Vatican diplomatic service." 

Since 1980, the 61-year-old Arch­
bishop has been the Apostolic Delegate 
to the Roman Catholic c hurch in the 

, United States and the Vatican's perma­
nent observer to the Organization of 
American States. He was appointed to 

·; those posts after serving as Papal Nun-
' cio,- or full ambassador, to Argentina. 

His choice as the first Ambassador to 
this C()Untry in a century was generally 
expected among church officials . 

"He was the natural choice,' ' said 
Msgr. John Tracy Ellis, a leading 
Catholic church historian . '' If you were 
to canvas around, nobody would think 

, of anybody else for the job. He has one 
quality for which there is no substitute. 
He has brains." 

Pope's I.iaison to America 
As Apostolic Delegate , Archbishop 

' Laghi was the Pope's liaison to the 
Catholic church in America . Like his 
predecessors stretching back to the 
J890's , he conveyed news of the church 
hete to Rome and submitted names of 
po~sible candidates for the hierarchy to 
the Pope. 

Archhishop Laghi is a. tall, dignified­
looking man with silver hair. As the 
Pope's representative in the United 
Stat.es, he has traveled widely, attend­
ing church meetings, ceremonies a nd 
conferences. 

In the past week, Archbishop Laghi 
has played a visible part in the installa­
tions of two key Archbishops he helped 
to pl.ace _.:_ Archbishop John J. O'Con­
nor of New York and Archbishop Ber­
na rd F . Law of Boston. At both events, 

he presided over the formalities , read­
ing the Vatican documents in English 
heavily' accented by his native Italian 
and embracing the new Archbishops in 
congratulations. 

The manner in which Archbishop 
Laghi informed Bishop.O'Connor of his 
appointment tells much about his or­
<.lerly but relaxed approa ch, church of­
ficials say . After engaging Bishop O'­
Connor in general conversation a t 
some length by telephone from his 
Washington office, he said, "Oh, by the 
....,ay, you 've been chosen by the Holy 
Father as next Archbishop of New 
York." 

Ha~d In ReshaJ>ing Hierarchy 
Mos l dm rd, 1< ·111h·rs s uy J\n:hhis hop 

Laghi has had a strong ha nd in helping 
reshape the hierarchy of the Catholic 
church in the United Sta les a long more 
conservative lines. 
• Pope John Paul II has voiced criti­

cism of the extent of dissent from 
church teaching among American 
Catholics and many leaders believe the 
selection of new bishops and archbish­
ops, aided by Archbishop Laghi, _ha_s 
been aimed at restoring church d1sc1-
pline. _ 

According to church officials, Arch­
bishop Laghi works ·quietly, behind the 
scenf'..s, and keeps internal church busi­
ness to himself. 

While in · Washington, he has re­
frained from granting interviews and 
guards his privacy. With regard ~o hi_s 
pa rt in filling hierarchical vacancies, 1t 
is believed that he chooses candidates 
who meet the Pope's general stand­
ards. 

Monsignor Ellis said Archbishop 
Laghi has been "as open as anyone 
could be holding that position." When 
Monsignor Ellis once asked him to ex­
plain how bishops are chosen, the Arch­
bishop gladly accomodated him and 
ran through a pending case. But as the 
final step was reached , the Archbishop 
discreetly placed his hand over the 
nominees. • 

Career Vatican Diplomat 
Pio Laghi was born on May 21, 1922, 

in Castiglione, Italy, in the diocese of 
Forli. He was ordained a priest on 
April 20, 1946, and entered the Vatican 
diplomatic service in 1952. 

He filled various staff positions in 
Nicaragua, the United States and India 
before returning to Rome to serve on 
the Council of Public Affairs of the 
church. After being ordained Bishop on 
June 22, 1969, he was sent as Apostolic 
Delegate to Jerusalem and Palestine, 
then, in 1974, to Argentina . 

As the Vatican's representative in 
the United States, Archbishop Laghi 
continues to live in the church's official 
diplomatic · residence, a three story 
mansion, along embassy row in Wash­
ington. 

Those who know him expect his life 
to change relatively little with his new 
assignment. He will continue his diJi­
gent monitoring of the church, associ­
ates say, and, when time permits, help 
keep trim with a game of tennis . 
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12th WORLD CONGRESS JUNE 12 • 26, 1986, SEOUL, KOREA 

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 

2(,J~ 
d ' President Ronald Reagan 

The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

March 30, 1984 

I am enclosing today THE NEW YORK TIMES rego)j: on the Vatican's appointment of the Ambassador to the 

United States and also the letter I have written to the Pope. 

You have really penetrated to the deepest level of religious faith and liberty that all our religions have enjoyed. 

For the Pope to put his long-standing Apostolic Delegate, who has handled his appointments and helped him 

determine the structure and well-being of his church in this country, and make him his political representative, as he 

is supposed to be according to the State Department, puts everything in one man, and an Archbishop at that. 

It is not right and we shall all work to have it changed. 

Very truly yours, 

Carl McIntire 

Enclosure .: Clipping from the NEW YORK TIMES 

g 
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' • 12th WORLD CONGRESS JUNE 12- 26, 1986, SEOUL, KOREA 

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 

His \-loliness, Pope John Paul II 
TheNatican 
Vatican City, Italy 

Dear Pope John Paul:. 

I write concerning your Ambassador to the United States. 

March 30, 1984 

l11e announcement of the appointment of Archbishop Pio Laghi as your Ambassador raises the whole question of 

the rclati9nship of your church to the state in the United States, the churches here to your church, and the propriety . 

of even having an ambassador. 

Kenneth R. Briggs, reporting in the NEW YORK TIMES, March 27, 1984, informed all that Archbishop Laghi has 
been your Apostolic Delegalc and is now also your Ambassador - "lhc Pope's liaison lo lhe Catholic Church in 

America. Like his predecessors stretching bac~ to the 1890's, he conveyed news of the church here to Rome and 

submitted names of possible can clidates for the hierarchy to the Pope." 

Thus you have placed in his hands all these political relationships. These matters of church and state you have 

combined in one person. The NEW YORK TIMES story proceeds to explain your Apostolic Delegate's activities and 

how comprehensive they have been in your behalf. 

l11e TIMES says: "In the past week, Archbishop Laghi has played a visible part in the installations of two key 

Archbishops he helped to place ·- Archbishop John J. O'Connor of New York and Archbishop Bernard F. Law of 

Boston. At both events, he presided over the formalities, reading the Vatican documents in English heavily accented 

by his native Italian and embracing new Archbishops in congratulations." 

Nothing you could have done could have so offended our sensibilities on this issue of union of church and state. 

This leads me to point out to you that in response to objections made by Protestants of this country and some of 

your own people, the State Department said that they were recognizing only the civil state aspect of your 

headquarters in Rome. You did not choose to send a layman or a non-cleric, but instead have appointed Laghi. The 

United States, on the other hand, has sent a layman who, of course, is a Roman Catholic. You have given the 

ambassadorial post to your choice cleric-spokesman with long experience in helping you to determine your church 

leadership in the United S,tates. 

The United States is especially sensitive on this issue just now, since the First Amendment, which requires 

reparation of church and state, is being interpreted to remove silent prayer or even a moment of silence from the 

public schools. You also have been understood to be opposed to your own priests' becoming involved in seeking 

political office. The country understands because of this, that one of your priests who was serving in the U.S. 

Congress declined to continue to do so. 

My appeal to you on behalf of our churches affiliated with the International Council of Ch'ristian Churches in this 

rountry is that you withdraw this appointment and inform our government that you do not intend to have an 

ambassador to this nation. As it is now you arc placing your papal Apostolic Delegate in a preferred position with the 

State Department; and qe is still, according to Mr. Briggs, continuing "to live in the church's official diplomatic 

residence, a three-story mansion, along emba_ssy row in Washington." 

Please respect the status of aJI religions in the United States, which does indeed give equality before the law for all 
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Roman Catholic churches together with all other religious bodies. Please do not be a party to having diplomatic 

relations in the Unii'ed States ii~ deference to all religious communities and contrary to the provision of the 

Cons ti tu tion of this land, which requires the separation of church and state. 

In making ,this appeal, I do so also on the basis of the common interest and civil good will of all, just plain fairness 

and justice. 

It is essential to the good order and peace of this nation that the Roman Catholic Chu{ch accept the same status 

among us as all other 1church~s, Appointing Archbishop Laghi as Ambassador would be like making the General 

Secretary of t~e National Cou.ncil of Churches an ambassador, or the National Secretary of this council an 

ambassador. Both of these councils have churches spread across this country and have geographical locations, all of 

which arc free from g<;wcrnmcnt taxation or interference. 

An ambassador from the Vatican does not belong in this country or fit into the separation of state and church 

which provides for all the chur.ches and people. 

Very truly yours, 

g Carl McIntire 

Copy to President Reagan 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, O.C. 20506 

January 13, 

MEMORANDUM FOR CHARLES HILL 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

SUBJECT: Ap2ointment of Archbishop Pio Lag~}Js 
Papal Pro-Nuncio of e 61.y See JC ) -

. -

The President has reviewed and concurs in the recommendation of 
the Department of State that the appointment of Archbishop Pio 
Laghi as the Papal Pro-Nuncio of the Holy See to the United 
States would be agreeable to the Government o~_yie United States. 
You are requested to so inform the Holy See. ~ ) 

--e€JNiihI D EN'P I M:, ~ 
Declassify on: OADR 

\lo~-~ 
Robert M. Kimmitt 
Executive Secretary 

~61li74otf{ffii-----
- ffiNRBENtl-At 

r 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
~ 

ACTION January 12, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 
re 

TYRUS w. COBB \t)JL/ FROM: ... 
SUBJECT: Appointment of Archbishop Pio Laghi as 

Papal Pro-Nuncio of the Holy See 

Attached at Tab A is a Kimmitt to Hill memo informing State that 
the White House has no objection to the appointment of Archbishop 
Pio Laghi as Papal Pro-Nuncio to the United States. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you authorize Bob Kimmitt to sign the agrement at Tab A. 

Approve ---

Kimmitt to Hill 
Laghi Bio 

Disapprove 

Tab A 
Tab B 
Tab C State correspondence 

--e 011~:r r mrn"f' IM.. 
Declassify on: OADR 

\ .• 

---



Archbishop Pio Laghi 

Papal Pro-Nuncio of the Holy See 

Archbishop Laghi, 61, a native of Castiglione, Italy, 

entered the Vatican diplomatic se~vice in 1952 . He has 

served in Nicaragua, in India, and in the United States , as 

Secretary of the Apostolic Delegation from 1954 to 1961. He 

was Apostolic Delegate to Jerusalem and Palestine from 

1969 to 1974 and Nuncio to Argentina from 1974 to 1980. He 

has also served in Rome with the Council for the Public 

Affairs of the Church. Since 1980 he has been Apostolic 

Delegate in Washington, D. C. 

UNCUSSJIED 



8400706 

CONFIDENTIAl 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D .C. 20520 

January 11, 1984 

MEMOR...l\NDUM FOR MR. ROBERT C . McFARLANE 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Appointment of Archbishop Pio Laghi as 
Papal Pro-Nuncio of the Holy See. 

The Holy See has inquired whether our Government agrees 
to the appointment of Archbishop Pio Laghi as Papal Pro~-Nuncio 
to the United States (Tab 2). A biography of Archbishop Laghi 
is attached (Tab 1). 

The Holy See has had a rep resentative to the Catholic 
Church in the United States - known as an Apostolic Delegate -
in Washington since 1893. There have been nine Apostolic 
Delegates before Archbishop Laghi, who has held the position 
since December 10, 1980. The Holy See's representative to 
the United States Government will have the title of Pro-Nuncio. 

The Department believes from the information available 
that Archbishop Laghi will make an excellent representative 
of the Holy See and recommends that the President agree to 
the proposed appointment. If he concurs, the Department will 
inform the Holy See. 

~h.J~ 
Charles H' 1 

Executive Se retary 

.P.1. ttachments: 

1. Biography. 

2. Telegram No. 00473 from Rome. 

DECLASSIFIED 
NLS (-97~<J rr-P :S 

~- • ,[VYS/7 N,~RA, DATE ) //~ 

(UNCLA..., . R.t,MOVAL 
OF ATTACHMEl~T) 
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FM AMEMB ASSY ROME 

TO SECSTATE W.£\SHDC IMMEDIATE 7747 

.G---8 I~ r I B E-N T I A L RO ME O O 4 7 3 

FROM VATICAN OFFICE 

E. 0. 12356 DECL : OADR 

TAGS: OFDP , VT 

SUBJECT : VATICAN ' S REQUEST FOR AGRE ME NT 

REF: STATE 1496 

I.%- ENTIRE TEXT 

2 . T H E V A T I C A N ' S D E P U T Y S E C R E T A R Y. 0 F S T A TE A R C H 8 I S H O P 

MARTINEZ SOMALO CALLED SUNDAY, JANUARY 8 TO SAY THAT THE 

HOLY SEE WOULD LIKE TO REQUEST AGREMENT FOR ARCHBISHOP 

PIO LAGHI , APOSTOLIC DELEGATE IN WASHINGTON , AS PAPAL 

. . PRO-NUNCIO TO THE US GOVERNMENT. MARTINEZ SOMALO SAID 

THAT THE VATICAN WAS REQUESTING, AS WE HAD, URGENT AND 

ORAL AGREMENT FOR LAGHI SINCE , LIKE ENVOY WILSON , _HE WAS 

WE L L AND F AV OR A 8 L Y KNOWN TO THE USG. MART I NE Z SOM AL 0 

SAID THAT HE HOPED THAT QUICK AGREMENT COUlD BE GRANTED 

S O T H A T A R C H f3 I S H O P L A. G H I C O lf L D H A V E T H E S A ME S. T A T U S A S 
AMBASSADOR WILSON. I TOLD MARTINEZ THAT I WOULD PASS 

HIS REQUEST TO WASHINGTON. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED : INSTRUCTIONS FOR A REPLY TO THE 
VATICAN. PLANTY 

rCBNFIDENTIAL 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D .C . 20506 

---------
1169 St£JON 

ADD-ON 

-

February 15, 1984 rCF~()6-I~ 

MEMORANDUM FOR CHARLES HILL 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

SUBJECT: Poge John Paul's Sto2 in Alaska 

The President has asked that Judge Clark be the official host 
during the Pope's stay in Alaska on May 2, 1984 and the Judge 
has agreed to lead our delegation. Please coordinate with 
Judge Clark's office regarding the composition of the 
delegation and itinerary. State should provide the NSC with 
a det~iled plan for the visit by March 15. 

~~-~ 
Executive Secretary 



MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

1169 
ADD-ON 

ACTION February 14, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT M. KIMMITT 

FROM: TYRUS w. COBBGT~ 

SUBJECT: Pope John Paul's Stop in Alaska 

Attached at Tab I is a memo from you to Charles Hill that was 
drafted at Martin's request. It closes the loop on the oral 
tasking we have given State on this matter. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the Kimmitt to Hill memo at Tab I. 

Approve ~ Disapprove 

Attachment 
Tab I - Memo to Hill 
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p MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

;t//)C/6 
(J(}(} ff6 

INFORMATION February 7, 1984 /:::--0o~t-1~ 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. McFARLANE 

FROM: TYRUS W. COBB WL.,/ 

SUBJECT: Papal Communicat~o~_ to f resident Reagan 

Late this afternoon, I received a call from Monsignor Whalen 
in the Vatican Embassy to the United States, indicating that 
the Pope was attempting to reach the President by telephone 
to discuss the current situation in Lebanon. Unable to reach 
President Reagan, the Pope is sending a telegram tonight via 
the Vatican Embassy here. The message will be hand-carried 
to the NSC Situation Room. 

• 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHIN G TON 

March 15, 1984 

Dear Frank: 

cJ ; c; i~i9P'-

11 '70 

•V C c.; I 7 o 
. _._::.-----·--

I+ 13- o o 6 -CJ/ 
cdOO~ 

Enclosed you will find presidential quotes 
regarding d£.9g_ a1?Ese __£2ntrol. We are 
working wiJ h Iunbassador Bi_ll Wils~:m to get 
the Pope to make PSA in Spanish. I will 
kee2 you informed. --· - --
We appreciate your efforts in Argentina and 
please give my regards to your wife. 

Best regards, 

Sincerely, 

Carl~n E.-P'I'urner, Ph.D. 
Special Assistant to the President 

for Drug Abuse Policy 

)( 

The Honorable Frank V. Ortiz 
United States Ambassador 

to Argentina 
American Embassy 
Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 20520 
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0 8 MAR 1gg4 
EMBASSY OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Buenos Aires, Argentina 

Carlton E. Turner, Ph.D. 
Special Assistant to the President 

for Drug Abuse Policy 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20223 

Dear Carlton: 

February 27, 1984 

Thank you very much for the compilation of news 
items concerning the Pope's views on the drug abuse 
issue. I passed it on to the USIS officer. He notes 
that the material is copyrighted by the wire service 
and USIS is forbidden by U.S. law from distributing it. 
Nevertheless, we are making known in our contacts the 
Pope's views. He carries a great deal of weight here. 

~~:} 

We are concerned about drug trafficking through ~J, 
Argentina. We may be on the verge of a big breakthrough~-vrU· 
I hope so. 

~Y, 

Frank V. Ortiz 
Ambassador 
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APOSTOLIC NUNCIATURE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Dear Mr. President: 

/ 

,,,,{o J/ 
4 ,¢ . · rt,.) 
fr' .. . tt'' 

_)&Ji 

;;r-
3339 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20008-3687 A 
.--~l.~ 

f I 

'-.; ~ 
/4• \._,~ 

. ~-1,;o ' /t,, 
'\. ✓6 ~ ~ 
0

0-~, {9,o 
~o/_ 'J? 

Marc}t..! 5, 1984 ~ -~/ 
~ 0~,,'v~ 

220799 
lf';-00 

Ca 17 o 
,----·-

At the direction of the _Sul:2~ttlp.te __ Secx~tary_ Qf_ SJate of .the , ,., 
Holy See, Iampleaaed to ~ fQrwrd_to s ou... _the~enclosed copy of /( /'1 () ;; / 
the 1984 Annuario Pontificio. 

Please accept, Mr. President, the assurances of my highest 
consideration. 

The Honorable 
Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
Washington, D. C. 

~~s~~•Laghi 
Apostolic Delegate 
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APOSTOLIC NUNCIATURE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

No . .... ~.rn l.~:V.t .. 
This No. Should B e Prefixed to the Answer 

Mr. Frederick J. Ryan 
Director of Presidential 

Appointments and Scheduling 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Ryan: 

3339 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W. 

WASHINGTON, D . C . 20008-3687 

March 15, 1984 

Please find enclosed a letter which I have addressed to 
President Reagan accompanying a copy of the 1984 Annuario 
Pontificio. I would appreciate your seeing that they reach their 
destination. 

I am indeed grateful for your assistance and personal 
attention to this request. 

With every good wish, I remain 

Enclosures 

Sincerely yours , 

~{)f\[1L· 

Archbis~ o Laghi 
Apostolic Delegate 
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223·295 ......___ 

4 Q --:) '.) 

April 19, 1QP4 v~ 
/// ,"J 7 ~- -,:;. 

~ ,I.\ ----· ~- ----~----~ ~ - • 

Dear Mr . Roots: 

Thank you for writing to Prea.ldent Reagan . 
apprechl ·te!? your suggr.n,tions about his upco 
and he is also grateful for your $Upport of 
full diploroatic relations with the Vatican . 

I 
,.,,~. 
I • 

The Preside nt 
ing- vislt to China 
his establishing 

With the President's appreciation and best wishes, 

Sincr~rely, 

Anno Higgins 
Special Assistant to the President 

and Director 0f Correspondence 

x 
Mr . John McCook Roots 
Cedar Point Cottage 
Mackinac Island, Mr 49757 

AVH:KS:PG:AVH:vml-4avh 

r , Gn2 
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' .. 
April 12, 1984 

Mr. John McCook Roots 

Cedar Point Cottage 

Mackinac Island, Michigan 49757 

Dear Mr. Roots: 

• 

·• . .. 

Thank you for writing to President Reagan. The President appreciates 

your suggestions about his upcoming visit to China and he is also 

grateful for your support of his establishing full diplomatic relations 

with the Vatican. 

With the President's 
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(Classification) 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TRANSMITTAL FORM"" 
s/s 

Date 

841612o r-Gol)6- I :v 
June 12, 1984 

For: Mr. Robert C. McFarlane 
National Security Council 
The Wnite House 

Q'(t _i; 

Reference: 
~ 

To: President Reagan From: Pope John Paul II 

Date: 4/26/84 Subject: Pope John Paul II l tr 

re credential ltrs of Amb. Wilson 

WH Referral Dated: 6/1/84· "NSC ID# 8404455 
----------- (if any) 

Tne attached item was sent directly to the 
Department of State. , , 

Action Taken: 

X ----

Remarks: 

A draft reply is attached. 

A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached. 

An information copy of a direct reply is attached. 

We believe no response is n~cessary for the reason 
cited below. . 

The Department of State has no objection to the 
proposed travel. 

Other. 

The Popets letter was nonsubstantive and was merely a courtesy 
reply to Ambassador Wilson's presentation of credentials. • 

(Classification) 
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APOSTOLIC NUNCIATURE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

No. 2044/84/6 

This No. Should B e Prefixed to the Answer 

Mr. Frederick J. Ryan 

3339 MASSACHUSETTS AV E NU E , N.W. 

WASHINGT ON , 

May 25, 1984 

Director of Presidential Appointments 
and Scheduling 

The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Ryan: 

Please find enclosed a letter I have addressed to President 
Reagan transmitting a message from Pope John Paul II, in reply 
to the Credential Letters of Ambassador Wilson. 

The accompanying translation is an unofficial one, prepared 
by the Apostolic Nunciature for the convenience of the White 
House. 

Your assistance in seeing that the communication reaches 
the President is greatly appreciated. 

With kind regards, I remain 

Sincerely yours, 

r-;ry l ,;;Jo~ ' 7 ,------ . 
1 Monsignor T omas J. Woods 

( / Charge d'Affaires, a.i. 

Enclosure 



Dear Mr. President: 

.J.J.J.9 ~ ~ A('fr 

~!:».~.!{){){)cf 

May 25, 1984 

In the absence of the Apostolic Pro-Nuncio and at the 

request of the Papal Secretary of State (Prot. N. 131.112; May 

19, 1984), I am honored to transmit to you the enclosed message 

from Pope John Paul II. 

Please accept, Mr. President, the assurances of my highest 

consideration. 

The Honorable 
Ronald Reagan 

,-..._/) .. ~ 
I /.' } 'l J.. ., .• l lv,J ~ -o 

-~ 
<._J Monsignor Thomas J. Woods 

Charge d' Aff aires, a. i. 

President of The United States of America 
The White House 
Washington, D. C . 



8416120 

HIS HOLINESS POPE JOHN PAUL II 

EXTENDS GREETINGS AND EXPRESSES SINCERE REGARDS TO 

THE HONORABLE RONALD REAGAN 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

With great pleasure and appropriate honors, we recently 
recieved his Excellency William A. Wilson, whom you had duly 
chosen and appointed as the Ambassador of the United States of 
America· to Us and to the Holy See. He, as the first 
representative of that rank since relations of public friendship 
between us were begun, accordingly presented to Us the Letters 
by which you communicated that he was appointed to be your 
Nation's first Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to 
Us. As you desired, we willingly gave to him Our pledge that 
whenever he speaks to Us on your behalf in the future, We will 
afford him that same trust and confidence, which you, Mr. 
President, granted to him. Finally, since we already know 
Ambassador Williams qualities, which include gifts and abilities of 
mind and spirit, for the accomplishment of his mission, we do 
not doubt that he will perform his duties worthily and 
efficiently, thus consolidating these new ties of friendship, and 
advancing our mutual interests. Meanwhile, in accepting your 
good wishes for the well-being of the Apostolic See, We likewise 
ask Almighty God to preserve and strengthen you, Mr. 
President, and all the American people with the gifts of peace 
and prosperity in all things. 

Given at Rome, from St. Peter's, on the twenty-fourth day 
of the month of April, in the year nineteen-hundred and 
eighty-four, the sixth of Our Pontificate. 

John Paul PP. II 
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vidttfce~_gra£i.t if'/iuJ &,/ini/tru-,,n, tx 9uo _jdu1n Jct'?v­
cit jurri~av amicit-/a,e/ Vtncu/a, mt'eY Ut-Yam,f,,N/ t-Y-anv 

(uital /Ji'virate,w, n"'!feY J/\0.,, -mayima C'Un,v /4,titia/ 

hontJY11quv lbn!Jf cat/out/ ~oYaltW . a/mi,1/mu.1 qui ~a,,f 
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a.titJulJ t,,;,rtrae, j'rimun-t/ 0Yat-ortnv' 2JctY-atJr£narium/ 

ufert'J cum manlMiJ bit jYCJ abiJ, ~hn ad mtJduntl 

VW/J fart! y,rave~a.1, ei£m huic -(,egaro Cf.{e,ut'eY :to_t/ul-, 

dimuJ fautum/ uv jolt'tYum/ fnPuruvoJ JJ'(;J ~flt Jtft, 
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