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Pat: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

6/2 5/ 86 

FYI - This is consistent with t he 
information I ' ve rec eived from t he 
Bishop ' s Conference here . 

Carl U) 

CARL A. ANDERSON 
Special Assistant to the President 

for Public Liaison 
OEOB 197, Ext. 2164 

, 

,i/ohYo 
-

t::o/f/tJ 
rCJC/1£ 



EMBASSY OF THE 

_;i'JIT ED ST /'TES OF AM ERICA 

TO THE HOLY SEE 

OFFICIAL-INFORMAL 
-LHH'fE1' OPFICIAL tJ~H! 

Mr. earl Anderson 
Assistant to the President 
The White House Off i ce 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear earl: 

Flome. italy 

June 4, 1986 

During a r ecent visit to the White House, I was asked 
several questions concerning the proposed "pastoral visi t " 
of His Holiness Pope John Paul II to the Uni te d States in 
1987. 

I thought it would be of interest for your office to be 
informed of what t he Embassy knows of t his t r ip to date . 
During t he past few months, we have been "unofficially" 
informed by our Vatican contacts that the Holy Father will 
visit the United States in September of 1987. We under
stand that His Hol i ness has been invited to make a pastoral 
visit to our country . From a recent meeting her e in Rome, I 
learned that the trip will begin on September 9, 1987, and 
t hat the tentative itinerary will include Miami, Florida; 
Columbia, south Carolina; New Orleans, Louisiana; San 
Antonio, Texas; Los Angeles, California; Monterey, Cali 
fornia; and San Francisco, Ca lifornia. The Pope then plans 
to visit Yellow Knife, Canada, which he was unable to visit 
during his Canadian trip a few years ago, then return to 
Rome. 

The Hol y See normall y sends official notificati on t o 
t he gove rnment of the nation to be visited by t he Pope 
approximately four months prior to the visit . 

The Embassy suggests it would be very premature for 
e ither the White House or the Department of State to make 
any public statement concerning the Pope's proposed U.S. 
trip. It should be kept in mind that the Pope visits nations 

DECLASSIFIED 
LH1I'fEEJ OP'l'ICL".L U5E 

NLRR M'.341 /, ~ 4QOf7 
' 

• I 

BY ~ k NARA DATE.u.p;:l/l3 



-LHU'fEB err I CH.L l':H,Is 

not as a Chief of State but as an invited guest of the host 
nation's bishops on a pastoral visitation. 

Thus, it would certainly be inappropriate for any 
private group in the United States to attempt to arrange a 
meeting between His Holiness and President Reagan during the 
trip. I am confident that, in all likelihood, such a 
meeting will take place but suggest it is far too early to 
speculate regarding the details. 

The Embassy will keep you posted on the Papal visit to 
the United States as more is learned about the project on 
this end. 

With best wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 

/ ~ • • ? 

·11·~· ·1 W1 1am A. W1 son 
Ambassador 

1 . 
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June 18, 1986 

Dear Mr. Scatena: 

This is to acknowledge your letter to President Reagan 
recommending John A Volpe for another appointment to the 
Reagan Administration. 

Please be assured that your comments will be included in 
our personnel files, and as we endeavor to select the most 
qualified individuals to serve in the second term of the 
Reagan Administration, your recommendation will be given 
careful consideration. 

Thank you for letting us know of your interest in this 
candidate. 

Sincerely, 

Robert H. Tuttle 
Director of Presidential Personnel 

Mr. James Scatena 
666 11th St NW #800 
Washington, DC 20001 
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Chairman of the Board 
Jeno F. Paulucci 
President 
Frank D. Stella 
Vice President-Administration 
Vincent Visceglia 
Regional Vice Presidents 
Adele Malone 

New England 
Dr. Peter Sammartino 

Upper Mid-Atlantic 
Dr. Rose Basile Green 

Lower Mid-Atlantic 
John G. Spatuzza 

North Central 
Hon. John Gale 

Southeast 
Joseph Maselli 

South Central 
Raymond A. Polverini 

Southwest 
James A. Scatena 

Mid-Pacific 
Michael A. Rivisto 

Northwest 
Secretary 
Donald E. Santarelli 
General Counsel 
Arthur J. Gajarsa 
Treasurer 
Mario T. Noto 
Immediate Past Presidents 
Hon. John A. Volpe 
Msgr. Geno C. Baroni 
Board of Directors 
Paul Alongi 
Hon. Frank Annunzio 
D. F. Antonelli, Jr. 
Frank J. Battaglia 
Hon. Mario Biaggi 
Aldo A. Caira 
Angelo J. Cefalo 
Hon. Mario L. Clinco 
Peter Clinco 
James L. Coli 
Hon. Silvio 0. Conte 
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The National Italian Ameriean Foundation 
666 El~enth S<reet, N.W., S"lte 800 • Washington, D.C. 20001-4596 • 12021 638-0221 O !{ /p / ~ 

Please Reply To: 

~-(b 
June 10, 1986 

Building C 
Fort Mason Center 
San Francisco, CA 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

94123 

I humbly request that you give every consideration to 
naming Honorable John A. Volpe as United States 
Ambassador to the· Vatican in Rome. 

This man, as you know, not only has served as Governor 
of Massachusetts, as Secretary of Transportation, as 
U.S. Ambassador to Italy, and as past Chairman of the 
President's Commission on Drunk Driving, but is also an 
exemplary member of the Catholic Church. Most assuredly, 
he would be the logical American to be our Ambassador to 
the Vatican. 

Thank you very much for your consideration. 

Sincerely yours, 

J{A;lu,o A.~~ 
James A. Scatena 
Regional Vice President 

JAS:AM 

The National Italian American Foundation, Inc. is an independent, not-for-profit , non-partisan, non-sectarian Foundation legally incorporated in the District of Columbia 
Contributions are tax deductible. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

JUNE 10, 1986 

MEMORANDUM TO KATHERINE L~~~v.'/ 

FROM: CECI COLE MCINTURFF ~ 

✓IJ~57g
? tJ/~£} 
roa;~ 
t!.-~~57 

SUBJECT: ATTACHED LETTER ~ TEE- e..RESI O~NT RROM FORMER AMBASSADOR 
WILSON 

For some reason, the attached letter was delivered to 
by former Ambassador t o t h~ Veti~en , Bill Wilson. The 
frQ,,,m a gentleman fro ~r~nce. 

office 
=-=-- is 

I pass it along to you for appropriate channeling to NSC or the 
State Department, or whatever route you think appropriate. 

Thanks. 
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July 12, 1986 

Dear Ms. Thomas: 

This is to acknowledge your letter to President Reagan 
recommending John A Volpe for another appointment to the 
Reagan Administration. 

Please be assured that your comments will be included in 
our personnel files, and as we endeavor to select the most 
qualified individuals to serve in the second term of the 
Reagan Administrat i on, your recommendation will be given 
careful considerat i on. 

Thank you for letting us know of your interest in this 
candidate. 

Sincerely, 

Robert H. Tuttle 
Director of Presidential Personnel 

Ms. Lucy Thomas 
410 West Fayette St 
Baltimore, MD 21201 
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STATE LODGE 

MICHAEL AMATO 
State First Vice President 
ANTONIO TRIPODI 
State Second Vice President 
DANIEL J. LONGO 

State Third Vice President 
DOMINICK P. DE LUCIA 

State Orator 
FRANCIS J. VALLE 
Ex-State President 

41 0 W. FAYETTE STREET 

Mr. Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The i~hi te House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

4 

·"j~~',, .• 

-1M 

LUCY J, THOMAS 
State President 

l(o 'foq'-{ 
Of MARYLAND 

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21201 

ROSE MARIE VENERE 

• Stato Recording Secretary 

LOUIS MORICI 

July 3, 1986 
State Financial Secretary 

ANN SPANGLO 

State Treasurer 

MIClt EI IN E V tlllf>A K 

State Executive 0 irector 
837-6500 

An Ambassador to the Vatican will soon be appointed by you. I have been 
informed that Ambassador John Vol e is amon those A e cans presently 
under consideration for the aQROintment. 

-----· ---·-· - ------···-·· - -- • 

As State President of the Maryland Order Sons of Italy in America, we take 
great pride in supporting Mr. Volpe for the Ambassadorship. The Americans 
of Italian descent laud the services that Ambassador Volpe has performed 
for his country at state, national, and international levels. He is not 
only a leading member of the Church, but also a distinguished son of Italy 
and a great diplomat. 

We heartily endorse his appointment for he, indeed, is imminently qualified. 

Our best wishes to you and your family. 

LOT: lm 

Sincerely yours, 

' /J (!~✓~ 
~ Contrino Thomas 

State President 
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James A. Scatena 
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Secretary & General Counsel 
Arthur J. Gajarsa 
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MarioT. Noto 
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John A. Volpe 
Msgr. Geno C. Baroni 

Board of Directors 
Paul Alongi 
Hon. Frank Annunzio 
Hon. Mario Biaggi 
Angelo J. Cefalo 
Hon. Mario L. Clinco 
PeterClinco 
Jamesl. Coli 
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The National Italian Ameriean Foundation -1019 Nineteenth Street N.W., Suite 800 • Washington, D.C. 20036 • (202) 293-1713 

Please reply to: 187 Avila Street, San Francisco, CA 94123 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

j/D 631 

July 21, 1986 

I would like to bring to your consideration to naming the Honorab]e 
John Volpe as United States Ambassador to the Vatican in Rome. 
,_.-. --

The Honorable John Volpe, as you know, served as Governor of 
Massachusetts, as Secretary of Transportation, as United States 
Ambassador to Italy, and as past Chairman of the President's 
Commission on Drunk Driving. 

He is also a great believer and member of the Roman Catholic Church. 

I would strongly recommend the Honorable John Volpe to you for 
the position of the United States Ambassador to the Vatican in 
Rome. 

T~ank you very mr-or your consideration. 

s -rely, /~ 
; ' ,1 

-- L_\1~~ • .. -
\ \..... 

,1.dward GalJ.ej:t1 
Board Member of the NIAF 
Member-of-the Republican 
Presidential Task Force 
and Member of the United States 
Congressional Advisory Board as 
a Senior Advisor 

Director of Government Relations 
Joseph T. Ventura 

The National Italian American Foundation, Inc. is an independent, not-for-profit, non-partisan, non-sectarian Foundation Iega]ly incorporated in the District of Columbia 
Contributions are tax deductible. 



August 6, 1986 

Dear Mr . Ga lletti : 

Thank you ve r y mu c h for yo ur l e tter to President Reagan 
recommend ing John A Vo lpe. 

Regretfu lly, we must inform you that the President has made a 
tentati ve decision t o appoin t another individual to this 
positi on . 

Pl ease be assured that your recommendation will be included 
in our personne l fi les, and as we endeavor to select the most 
qualified individuals to serve in the Reagan Administration, 
yo ur cand idate wi ll be given every consideration as other 
posit i ons beco me availab le . 

We grea tl y app r ecia t e hearing from you on this matter and 
than k you aga in for your letter of recommendation. 

Since rely, 

Robe rt H . Tuttle 
Dire ctor of Presidential Personnel 

Mr. Edward Ga ll et ti 
187 Av il a St 
San Fran c isco, CA 94123 

• 

• 

r 
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August 6, 1986 

Dear Mr . Walters: 

Thank you ve ry mu ch f or your lette r to President Reagan 
recommending John A Vo lpe . 

Regretfully, we must inform you that the President has made a 
tentati ve decision to appo int another individual to this 
position . 

Ple ase be assured that your recommendation wi 11 be included 
i n our personnel files, and as we endeavor to select the most 
qualifi ed individuals to serve in the Reagan Administration, 
your cand idate will be given every cons id eration as other 
positions become available. 

We greatly appreciate hearing from you on this matter and 
thank you again for your letter of recommendation. 

Sincerely , 

Robert H. Tuttle 
Dire c tor of Presidential Personnel 

Mr. Da v i d M Walte rs 
3000 Southwest 62nd Ave 
Miami , FL 33 155 
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AMBASSADOR DAVID WALTERS J./ / 6 6 4~ 

K.M., K.S.G. 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Mr. President: 

Since dictating the enclosed Jetter I have 
learned through some indirect source, not from my 
good friend John Volpe, but a member of his family 
that he is interested in the post of Ambassador to 
the Vatican. 

I know John very well since we are both Vice 
Presidents in the Knights of Malta, American 
Association, under Peter Grace•s Presidency. I 
knew John in Italy. I know him as a person, and I 
know him as a highly qualified public servant, a 
dedicated American and a very religious man. 

In my estimation, without him soliciting me, I 
would like to~ my recommendation that you 
seriously cQ!J.§.ider John Vol e as your represent-
ative to the Vatic I can think of no better 
selection or better nomination to the post. 

David M. Walters 

DMW:ael 
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July 22, 1986 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Mr. President, 

As I hope you may recall, as a reqistered Democrat, I was the 
first Democratic official to j oin "Democrats for Reagan" on a national 
level along with Leon Jaworski. At that time I had r~ifild from the of 
President Carter 1 s Personal Envoy to the Vatic..an. I found it, as a 
practisinq and devout Catholic, impossible to support a Democratic 
platform that supported abortion. 

Later you honored me by asking me to serve as your personal 
surrogate and I followed candidate Mondale around various southern 
cities givinq interviews on television, radio and other news media 
explaining why Mr. Mondale was not the proper candidate for Presi dent. 

I have since supported your Administration in many ways inasmuch 
as our philosophies seem to agree. On such occasions as you have 
res ponded to my letters you have always reminded me that you were a 
Democrat. You have recently honored me as your Personal Representative 

MIAMI CHILDREN'S 
HOSPITAL 
FOUNDATION -

on the Franklin Delano Roosevelt Commission. I fully support and 
commit myself to your need to have a supportive Republican Senate. Ambassador David M. Walters 

I have comm itted to help my good friend Alec Courtelis, your Flori da 
GOP Finance Chairman, in his endeavors. 

The pur pose of this letter is quite different. As a Vice 
Presi dent of the Kni ghts of Malta American Association, as the first 
Catholic appointee as Personal Envoy to the Vatican, and further, as a 
Knight of St. Gregory which is a papal kni ghthood of the fourth hi ghest 
Order, I think I understand the values and the protocols and the 
principles that are germane to our relationshi p of Americans to the 
Vatican. 

3000 S.W. 62 Avenue 
Miami, Florida 33155 
Phone: (305) 666-2889 

Variety Chi ldren's 
Hospital Foundation , Inc . 
MCMLXXVI 



The President 
Page Two 
July 22, 1986 

It may be that the knowledge that I gained as the first Catholic 
Ambassador to the Vatican, and my retention of very close personal 
relationships with various members of the Holy See, that I can be of 
some assistance to you in establishing some concepts important to the 
selection process. Please call on me if this is of value to you or 
your aides. 

Sincerely, 

David M. Walters 

DWM:ael 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 7679 

ACTION October 27, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR JOHN M. POINDEXTER 

FROM: TYRUS W. COBB~~ 

SUBJECT: SecDef Meeting with the Pope, October 19, 1986 

At Tab I is a memorandum from you to the President forwarding 
Secretary Weinberger's memorandum of his meeting with the Pope on 
Sunday, October 19th. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

That you sign thektandum to the President at Tab I. 

Approve Disapprove -----

~nd Stetteiner concur. Jack Ma 

Attachm 
Tab I Memorandum to the President 

Tab A Incoming from Secretary Weinberger 
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SecDef Meeting with the Pope, October 19, 1986 

To read Cap's memorandum to you of his meeting with Pope John 
Paul II. 

Facts 

Cap met with the Pope in Florence to review the meetings you had 
with Gorbachev in Iceland and to continue discussions the 
Secretary has previously engaged in with Pope John Paul II 
regarding deterrence strategy and ethical questions involved in 
war. 

Discussion 

Cap emphasized that it was Soviet insistence on killing your SDI 
initiative that prevented our securing far-reaching and deep 
reduction agreements. The Secretary added that we sought no 
unilateral military advantage through SDI but, in fact, had 
offered to share the benefits with the Soviets. Pope John Paul 
appreciated the briefing and stressed that while he earnestly 
sought peace, he was not a "unilateral pacifist." The Pope also 
asked Cap to convey his best personal wishes to you. 

Recommendation 

No 

That you read Cap's memorandum at Tab A. 

Attachment 
Tab A Incoming from Secretary Weinberger 

Prepared by: 
Tyrus w. Cobb 
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--£9NFIOENTIAL t\Dfi\ 
THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 7679 

WASHINGTON, THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: My Meeting with the Pope on Sunday, 19 October 1986 

I met with the Pope as a result of Italian Defense Minister 
Spadolini's arrangements. 

I had met with the Pope three years ago on my return from 
China, and we had talked about deterrence and some of the ethical 
questions involved in war, and I wanted to see him again. I had 
been told that he would not be in Rome because he was having a 
series of appearances in Florence. Minister Spadolini invited 
us to lunch at his villa above Florence, and knowing of my 
interest in seeing the Pope again, arranged, somehow, for us to 
meet with the Pontiff. 

The meeting was held in the office of the Cardinal Archbishop 
of Florence, next to the world-famous Cathedral. 

The Pope looked well and ruddy. He speaks very slowly. He 
asked to have his best wishes conveyed to you, and expressed 
interest in what had happened in Iceland. I gave him a general 
briefing, and emphasized the highest priority you quite properly 
assign to Strategic Defense. I emphasized that this was because 
you felt this was the most hopeful concept for mankind because 
it is the first strategic program that is designed to protect 
people and to destroy weapons, rather than destroy people --

f' that in fact it is not really a weapons system at all. I 
emphasized the fact that it was Soviet insistence on killing 
our system (which would leave them with a monopoly) that pre
vented your securing very far reaching and deep reduction 
agreements. 

I expressed great gratitude for the meeting, and told him 
I felt it was important for him to know in more detail what had 
happened at Iceland, and why the Strategic Defense Initiative 
is a concept that we will, of course, continue to try our best 
to develop and deploy. 

I emphasized again that there was no unilateral military 
advantage sought by you, but on the contrary, you had offered 
to share the benefits of the system with the Soviets so the 
shadow of these nuclear weapons could be lifted from the Earth. 

CLASSIFIED BY: Secretary of Defense 
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He thanked me again, and then he said: "You know we are 
for peace, of course, but we are not for pacifists -- unilateral 
pacifists. We know that is not the way to keep the peace." I 
told him that was your belief entirely. 

Again he expressed great appreciation that I had come to 
talk to him about these matters. 

Defense Minister Spadolini emphasized to the Pope how closely 
the U.S. and Italy worked together, and how much he respected 
you and me. 

Spadolini was delighted with the meeting, and as he told 
me later in Gleneagles, he was particularly delighted with the 
coverage and treatment of the meeting by the Italian press. 

Warm regards, 

Cj)NfmEtffl1\( 

5 
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