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MEMORANDUM FOR THE HONODRABLE GEQRGE BUSH
The Vic Pres1§ént

THE HONORABL@/GEORGE P. SHULTZ
The Secré}agy of State
’2‘ ; ,_;;"

THE HONOR&@LE JAMES A, BAKER, IIT
The Secrethry of the Treasury

THE HONORABLE CASPAR W. WEINBERGER
The S@cretary of Defense

THE HONORABLE EDWIN MEESE III
ThefAttorney\General

i
GE&ERAL JOHN W. VESSEY, JR.
CHairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff

;THE HONORABLE W@LLIAM J. CASEY
/Dlrector of Central Intelligence
/o kN
/o k
As a resul%%éf an NSPG tasking,

e Department of State prepared
rnment statements on Ansar
for your information.

the attached survey of Israeli go
prisoners. f This report is forwarde

Attachment
As Stated

UNCLASSIFIED/WITH
CONPITDENSE+AL ATTACHMENT
u&ﬁw&




CORFIDPRTIAL

Israeli Statements on Transfer of Ex-Ansar Prisoners to Israel

Summary

Public Statercents: On April 2, the IDF released a large
nueber of detainees frore the Ansar camp near Nabatiye in south
Lebanon, as the IDF prepared to evacuate that area. At the
game time, 1t began the transfer of 1167 detainees, which it
described as more dangercus than those released, from Ansar to
the Atlit prison. near Haifa, .in lsrael. GOI spokesmen
explained the action as necessary toO ensure continued security
in southern Lebanon while the IDF completed its withdrawal.
They said the detainees would be held temporarily 1in Israel
until the security situation in south Lebanon permitted their

return. So far the lsraelis have relessed 468 of the
prisoners.

At the time of the TWA highjacking June 14, Defense
Ministry spokesman Nachman Shai told the New York Times that
the prisoners were moved to Israsel to maintain security during
the IDF'es withdrawal, that their detention in lsrael was
temporary and that the GOI was committed to return them to
Lebanon when the security situation permitted.

On several occasions, IDF spokeszan said the ex-Ansar
detainees would be treated in accordance with the Fourth Geneva
Convention, although they denied its applicability. (At the
tize of the transfer of the prisoners, the State Department
spokesman stated in response to a question that the U.S.
pelieves the Fourth Geneva Convention was applicable to Israeli
activities in Lebanon and that the transport of the detainees
to lsrael was inconsistent with the Convention.) The IDF also

said the I1CRC would have access to the detajinees at Atlit, as
it had at Ansar.
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Israeli Statements

IDF Chief of Staff Levy told the press April 2 that the
detainees were being taken to Israel because “we do0 not. want
the detainees remaining in Ansar to force us to redeploy there

and stay in Lebanon which is what most of the detainees would
lixe us to do."

On April 2, the laraeli Mission to the UN issued a
statement saying that the transport to and detention of the
ex-Ansar prisoners in Israel was “temporary’.

A Ministry of Defense official told us in confidence April
2 that the prisoners would be released “in about a month™.

The IDP issued a background paper April 3 which announced
that the IDF's “long term“ goal was to release the Ansar
detainees, but that for the time being a large segment of them
would be "temporarily" transferred to a detention facility in
Israel. The spokesman explained that this was being done “"to

prevent an immediate threat to IUF soldiers still deployed in
Lebanon. "

A later IDF press bulletin explained that these prisoners
would be a threat to IDF troops and Lebanese citizens 1if they
were released “at this time” since they "took an active part 1n
terrorist activities.” There was no facility in Lebanon where
tne ex-Ansar Jetainees could be lodged during the final stage
of the IDF's withdrawal. Therefore, they would be
“temporarily” held in Israel. The bulletin concluded that “The
IDF will releagse the detainees in accordance with developments
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in South Lebanon as IDF forces withdraw from Lebanon."
IDF officials were also quoted in the press as saying that the
de’ajinees would be returned to Lebanon when their villages were
“quiet” and “when the security situation warrants.”

On April 11, the IDF released thirty ex-Ansar detainees
frow Israel. Minister of Defense Rabin denied that the IDF
would transfer the remainder ot the detainees in lsrael to a
new facility in Lebanon.

On April 18, IDF sources announced that the IDF had
released 37 of the ex-Ansar detainees held in Israel. They
said the IDF “was continuing a policy whereby the Ansar
detainees who were temporarily transferred to Israel are being

released according to the stages of the IDF withdrawal from
Lebanon.”

On May 20, 150 ex~-Ansar detainees were released as part of
a larger exchange of 1150 prisoners and terrorists in Israel
for three Iaraeli soldiers held captive by Ahmed Jibril's
PPLP-GC.

On May 29 another 249 prisoners were released at the

request of AMAL leadership who appealed to the GOI because of
their desperate need for manpower.
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S/s 8517770
United States Department of State

A= Rashington. D.C. 20520
-l ‘ ashiagion ' 2 4868

June 17, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. McFARLANE
THE WHITE HOUSE

SUBJECT: Request for Survey of Israeli Government Statements
on the Ansar Prisoners

In response to the request from the NSPG on the continuing

"TWA hijacking for a survey of GOl public and private statements

on the Ansar prisoners, attached is a summary review of Israeli
statements and a chronology of those we have monitored.

Attacheent:

— As stated above.

Nicholas Platt
Executive Secretary
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