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I ~, As a resultif an NSPG tasking, e Department of State prepared 
the attache survey of Israeli go rnment statements on Ansar 
prisoners. This report is forwarde for your information. 

Attachment 
As Stated 
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l•raeli S~atementa on Tranafer of Ex-An•~r Prisoner• to Iarael 

Suaaary 

Public Statement11 On April 2, the IDF released a large 
number of detainee• from the A.near camp near Nabatiye in south 
Lebanon, aa the IDF prepared to evacuate that area . At the 
~a•e ti~e. it began the transfer of 1167 detainees, which it 
deacrib•d as more dangerou1 than thoae releaaed, from Ansar to 
the >.tlit prison, near Haifa, .in Israel. GOI spokesmen 
~xplained the action as neceisary to en•ure continued security 
in aouthern Lebonon while the IDF completed its withdrawal. 
i·hey said the detaineee -would be held temporarily in Israel 
until the 11ecur1ty eit.uation in aouth Lebanon permitted their 
return. So far the l~raelie have released 468 of the 
prisoner•. 

~t the ti~e ot the T',lA highJacKing June 14, Defen•e 
Hini ■ try apoKeazan Nachman Shai told the New York Times that 
th• prisoners were moved to Israel to maintainaccurity during 
th• IDF'e withdrawal, that their detention in Israel was 
te~porary and that the GOI was COlrlmitted to return them to 
Lebanon when the security situation permitted. 

On aeveral occaaiona, IDF apokeaman aaid the ex-An■ ar 
detain••• would be treated in accordance ~ith the Fourth Geneva 
Convention, although they denied ita applicability. (At the 
tim• of the transfer of the prisoners, the State Department 
apok•••an stated in response to a question that the U.S. 
believe• the Fourth Geneva Convention waa applicable to l1raeli 
activities in Lebanon and that the transport of t.he detainees 
to l ■ rael was inconsiatent with the Convention.) The IDF also 
said th• lCRC would have access to the detainees at Atlit, as 
it had at Anaar. 

- --------------REDACTED-~---------

.. 
------REDACIED-----------------------
____ _:._ ______________________ REDACTED-

!CIED--------------------------

-----------------REDACIED-----------

...GOtff' l Dg•1T l .U. 
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------REDACTED--------------------------

----------------------------REDACTED-
;CTED---------.:..: __________________ _ 

-------------------REDACTED------------

nr:-n "~n 

I ■ raeli Statement• 

IOf Chief of Staff Levy told the pre•• April 2 that the 
~etainees were being taken to Iarael becauae -we do not, ~ant 
the detainees remaining in An ■ ar to force ue to redeploy· there 
and atay in Lebanon which ia what most of the detainee& wo~ld 
llke ua to do." 

On April 2, the Israeli Miaaion to the UN iaaued a 
1tateaent •aying that the transport to and detention of the 
ex-,\naar prisoners in Israel was "temporary··. 

·'!' 

~ Ministry of Defense official told ua in confidence April 
2 that the prisoner• would be released •in about a month". 

The !DP issued a background paper April 3 which announced 
that the lDF's Mlong term~ goal waa to releaee the Ansar 
d~tainee1, but that for the time being a large segment of them 
would be "temporarily" tran1ferred to a detention facility in 
I ■ rael. The spokesman explained that thia was being done -to 
prevent an i:!lmed1ate threat to IDF soldiern still deployed in 
lAtbanon. -

A later IDF press bulletin explained that these prisoners 
would be a threat to IDF troop5 and Lebanese citizens if they 
""re released .,at thi~ tizne" since they "took an active part 1n 

terroriat activities.~ There was no facility in Lebanon where, 
t~e ex-Ans~r Jeta1nees could be lodged during the finnl stage 

4 

of the IDF's .. · ithdrawal. Therefore, they would be 
-urmporar-ily·· held in Israel. The bulletin concluded that "The 
lDf will release the detainees in accordance with developments 
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in South IAbanon a• IDF force• withdraw fro■ Lebanon." 
lDr officials were also quoted in the pre•• a• saying that the 
df!"~ain~c• would b~ returned to L~banon when their villages were 
HquietH and Hwhen the security situation warrante.H 

On ~pril ll, the IDF relea••d thirty ex-Anaar detainees 
tro~ Iarael. Minister of Defense Rabin denied that the lDF 
would transfer the remainder of the detainee• in Israel to a 
new facility in Lebanon. 

On April 18, lDF aourcea &nnounced that the IDF had 
relea ■ ed 37 of the ex~~n,ar detaineec held in Israel. They 
aaid the IDF "waa continuing a policy whereby the Anaar 
detain••• who were temporarily transferred to Israel are being 
releaaed according to the etagea of the IDF withdrawal from 
Leh.non." 

On May 20, 150 ex-A.near detainees were releaaed aa vart of 
A larger e~change of 1150 prisoners and terrorist• in Israel 
tor three Israeli eoldiera held captive by Ahmed Jibril'• 
PP'LP-GC. 

On Hay 29 another 249 pri•onera were releaaed at the 
request of AMAL leadership who appealed to the GOI becauee of 
their de•perate need for manpower. ~ -
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.June l7, 1985 

MEMORANDUM P'OR ROBERT C. McFARLANE 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

SUBJECT, Requeat for Survey of Israeli Government Statement• 
on the 1\1\aar Prisoner• 

In re■ponae to the reque■ t from the NSPG on the continuing 
TWA hijac~ing for a aurvey ·ot GOI public and private statements 
on the Anaar prisoners, attached ia a summary review of Israeli 
atat~menta and a chronology of thoae we have monitored. 

Att.achaentz 

Aa atated ·aboveo 

,.-f-
l I • 

fExecutive Secretary 
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