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Mr. Robert C. McFarlane 
? 

National Security Counc il 
The \·mite House 

Refere nc e: 

To: President Reagan ______________ From : 

Date: July 16, 1985 Subj ect: 

King Fahd of Saudi Arabia 

Response to President's 

---------------
Reagan's message to him on the hijacked American airliner 

WH Referral Dated: NSC ID# ,gJ ( 
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X The attached item was sent directly to the 
Department of State. 

Action Taken: 

X 

Remarks: 

A draft reply is at t ached. 

A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A t ranslation is attached . 

An information copy o f a di rect rep ly is attached. 

We believe no re sponse is necessary for the reason 
cited below. 

The Department of S t ate has no o bjec t ion to the 
proposed travel . 

Other . 

As this is merely a courtesy reply to the President's message to 
King Fahd (see State 203357), no response is necessary. 
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In the name of God the compassionate the merciful 

His Excelleticy Ronald Reagan 

Taif, Shawwal 28, 1405 H 
July 16, 1985 

President of the United States of America 

Dear Mr. President 

I have received your Excellency's letter in which you 

expressed your warm feelings and those of the friendly American 

people toward the efforts of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

regarding the issue of the hijacked American airliner. 

I would like to thank your Excellency for those kind 

sentiments and your remarks about the release of the Saudi 

' Consul in Beirut. We were very pleased about the return of the 

hostages safely to the United States and we have strong hope 

for the return of the rest of the hostages to their families 

and for the success of efforts being made to that end . 

Terrorism has become one of the dangerous problems affect­

ing contemporary man which is also jeopardizing his life and 

freedom. It is a source of regret for all of us to see how 

this problem is increasing and spreading in various parts of 
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the globe, a matter which will definitely affect the course of 

man's life making him a prisoner of fear and worry. 

We have great hope that man will be able to resolve this 

problem so that he may be free from fear and disruption and 

live in an atmosphere where justice, peace and stability may 

prevail. 

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration. 

[signature] 

Your friend 

Fahd bin Abd al-Aziz Al Saud 



INFORMAL EMBASSY TRANSLATION 

IN THE NAME OF GOD, MOST GRACIOUS, MOST MERCIFUL 

His Excellency President Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States of America 

Excellency: 

I have received Your Excellency's message in which 
you expressed your warm feelings and those of the friendly 
people of America toward the efforts of the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia in respect to the issue of the hijacked 
American airliner. 

Thank you so much, Your Excellency, for these cordial 
feelings and your r emarks about the release of the Saudi 
Consul in Beirut. We were pleased about the return of the 
hostages safely to the United States and we have strong 
hope for the return of the rest of the hostages to their 
families and for the success of efforts being made to that 
end. 

The question of terrorism has become one of the 
dangerous problems which affects contemporary man and 
jeopardizes his freedom and life. It is a matter of 
regret for all of us to see how this problem increases 
and spreads in various parts of the world, a matter which 
will definitel y affect the course of man's life and makes 
him a prisoner of fear and worry . 

We have great hope that man will be able to resolve 
this problem so that he may be emancipated from fear and 
disturbance and live in an atmosphere free from injustice, 
in which peace and stability prevail. 

Please, Excellency, accept the assurances of my 
highest consideration. 

Your friend, 

8524273 

Fahd bin Abd al-Aziz Al Saud 

Taif on 28 Shawwal 1405H 
corresponding to July 16, 1985 
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