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Boyish Reagan, 29 in 1940, portrayed Gipp. He stood 
six feet, weighed 180, had played guard in college. 
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·oixon remembersReagan ·as a good kid 
DIXON, Ill . (UPI) -

The future Republican can­
didate for president sa( on 
top of a stoplight and gazed 
down at the police chief of 
Dixon. 

"Outch, come down , .. 
the chief said . 

" Twinkle, twinkle. little 
star," Dutch answered . 
" Just who in the hell do 
you think you are?" 

So it was that Ronald 
Reagan, having struck a 
blow (or civil dis­
obedience. had to go to the 
police station and was 
fined the grand total of $1 
for getting mildly drunk 
and feeling destined to 
climb a stop light and sit 
there. 

It is highly probable the 
police went easy on him 
because Dutch Reagan was 
known all around Dixon as 
a youth who just escaped 
the epithet of being "goody 
goody" because most peo­
ple couldn't help liking 
him. 

Practically everyone in 
Dixon and in the other 
towns where Reagan grew 
up in northern and central 
Illinois still like him. Par­
ticularly the many who 
knew him when. 

Come Hollywood , 
California or politics. they 
swear, Dutch Reagan has 
not changed . 

They recall a free­
spirited puritan , a 
Democrat in· a Republican 
world , a poor boy who 
never seemtd to notice his 
pQverty, a 'mother's boy 
who never ceased to love 
his rapscallion father . 

If. these appear to be 
paradoxes, they are the 
reports of people w~o knew 
him through Tampico , the 
village where he was born ; 
Dixon , where tie grew up ; 
and Eureka , where he 
worked his way through 
college. 

They said he wa s a 
youth : 

- who had an 
extraordinary capacity for 
close friendships which he 
has nourished ever since. 
The friends he made in 
Dixon and at Eureka 
College regard themselves 
as his intimates now, 
largely because Reagan 
has not ceased to treat 
themusuch 

nefl'cTTTIU\'Xofi, telling htm 
to "go down to the bakery 
and get me two dozen 
doughnut holes." But who 
also , when three black 
football teammates were 
turned away from a hotel 
In De Kalb. Ill .. joined his 
brother in piling them into 
a car . driving them to 
Dixon, and putting them up 
in the Reagan home. 

- who would sit beside 

Republican presidential candidate Rl>nald Reagan's birthplace Is being spruced­
up. Paul Nicley and bis wife, who are the owners of the old First National Bank 
building on Tampico', main street, are restoring the building arid the second floor 1 

apartment where Reagan was born In 1911. Nicely bolds the sign marking the 
birthplace which was removed while the front of the building was sandblasted. 
(UPI photo) 

where Republicanism was 
Gospel , and who never 
seemed to notice his 
clothes were more thread­
bare and his home more 
frequently changed than 
his rlassmates. 

- whose friend s 
wondered why such a good 
looking ~_pas~ UP.,."/1 

pad with the Dixon and 
Eureka girls and instead 
went more or less steady 
through high school and 
college with a minister's 
daughter, Margaret 
" Mugs" Cleaver. a " goody 
goody" who. eventually 
chose another fellow. 

The story is told that 
once Reagan was sitting on 
thf" front porrh of a cabin 

ours and we taught their 
kids to swim. To show 
their appreciation - this 
was during Prohibition -
they bought us each a bot­
tle of wine. 

"And we put it down and 
we got just a little bit 
tipsy , not dangerous or 
anything. There used to be 
~ .. 11u1 .. ~ --' 
ner of Clinton and .North 
Galena. We walked up 
Galena. I don't know what 
possessed Dutch but he 
climbed up· on top and sat 
there. 

" About that time the 
chief of police drove up in 
his Model T Ford with Of­
ficer Dick Conrad. They 
got out and said, 'Come 
down, Dutch, get down.' I 
don' t know wha t in the hell 

I 

" He had a rough go at 
school. He lived in more 
houses than anybody . Old 
Jack was not that kind of 
provider and the landlords ! 
even in' Depression wanted , 
the rent and if you couldn't , 
pay the rent he'd say 'go'. 

" Dutch didn ' t have '. 
clQ~-He~l!n'thave ! 
!r!"4d- 11e,Cl'"M:l'l'!l 
him say a wor<i about old 
Jack or even make any ex­
cuses for him. Old Jack 
was all man and a yard 
wide . He was a shoe 
salesman. He was just 
thirsty all the time. 
• "I think his mother - I 
think her inrJuence was so 
great that it kind of kept 
Dut ch straight. Nell 
Reaga n ~a s a very 
rt"lie-ino<: wnmar, t,,,1t ,,,,t .. 
I 

or politics back there in 
those days . He'd sit beside 
you on the bench out al the 
park ?nd he'd put his arm 
across the back of your 
shoulder and play with 
yout ear and talk about 
sports.'' 

Crabtree considers him­
se lf a close friend of 
Reagan's. --

Sam Harrod ls 1,ossibly 
closer. 

Harrod is a prospering 
attorney in Eul'<!ka. He 
was Reagan's fraternity 
brother in Tau Kappa Ep­
silon. They still see each 
other. either in Eureka or 
Cali fornia . almost every 
year . 

Wh en Reagan's 
marriage lo Jane Wyman 
was breaking up , Dutch 
and Sam sat {or hours on a 
hill in Beverly Hills and 
hashed out their mutual 
distress. Harrod thought 
she was "a hell of a gal." 

Harrod spoke with feel­
ing of Reagan 's capacity lo 
maintain such a friendship 
over half a century: 

''Everybody in Eureka' 
went to college at thal 
lime. There wasn't more 
than a handful of cars in 
the place. Entertainment 
was what you made your• 
self . If you had a party or a 
dance you went over and 
danced every dance from 
the first to the last because 
that was the only show in 
town . 

" There will never be 
another time like that 
because people got to he a 

lot closer than they ever 
would now . l think il 
makes {or clo se r 
friendshp. When he left 
here, there W.JS continual 
interest and concern { for 
Eureka) . 

"A lot of guys, they'd 
say, 'Where did you go lo 
college? ' and you'd 
say, 'Eureka' and they 'd 
say, 'Jesus Christ, where's 
that? ' He's proud of the 
·ract and I do think that the 
small cplleges in the 30s 
had an impact that you 
can't find today. 

" lie has the capacity and 

the ability to remember 
old friends, which i s 
somewhat of a unique trait 
in many people. l got the 
oppor tunity to stay in 
contact with him. He came 
back to the Teke house at 
least twice a year, to see 
Moon. 

"They lov!!(I to argue, 
just for the sheer joy of 
arguing. Not because they 
had any fixed positions, but 
if the opportunity came up 
to lake the other side of lhe 
question, they'd argue to 
beat the band. Dutch was 
equally as . loquacious, 

cqu.1lly able to hold his end 
or an argument. ·· 

Harrod reealled Heagan 
as a friend who was bound 
up with athletics. engaged 
enthusial ically in student 
activities. dabbled in 
dramatics because " it was 
something lo do," and , 
while ever true to hi s 
Democratic faith. hardly 
ever spoke or it in the 
almost 100 per cent 
Republican town. 

Ronald Wilson Reagan, 
by most accounts, was 
born on Feb. 6. 1911 , in a 

Continued on Page 18. 
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They said he wa s a birthplace which was removed while the front of the building was sandblasted . _,,,., ~ • 
youth : (UPI photo ) • k to 

- who ha d an 
extraordinary capacity for where Republicanism was ours and we taught their " He had a rough go al §di• 
close friendships which he Gospel. and who never kids l o swim. To show school. He lived in more 

The friends he made in clothes were more thread- was during Prohibition - Jack was not that kind or 
has nourished ever since seemed lo noti ce his !heir appreciation - this houses than anybody. Old P!! 
Dixon and al Eureka bare and his home more they bought us each a bot- provider and the landlords 
College regard themselves frequently changed than tie of wine. . even in Depression wanted . 
as his intimates now. his classmates. " And we put 11 down and the rent and ii you couldn't 
largely because Reagan - whose fri ends we got just a little bit pay-therenlhe'dsay 'go'. ' "" •• ="'. ""'' ~-- ··•"""'""' "'"· ""' ~.,...... """"" ,,, •• , ""' so WESTCLOX BEST BUY 
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inendmlJixon, tellinghim ' pact wtth·• ihe''oixtin' imd · ner of Clinton and ".North him say a word about old & w 
to "go down to the bakery Eureka girls and instead Galena. We walked up Jack or even make any ex- ALARM 
and get me two dozen went more or less steady Galena . I don 't know what cuses for him. Old Jack ,o· RTABLE' TV 
doughnut holes." But who through high school and possessed Dutch but he was all man and a yard 
also , when three black college wilh a minister's climbed up on top and sat wide . He was a shoe . ~~;;;;~;;~- CLOCK 
turned away from a hotel. " Mugs" Cleaver . a "goody "About that time the thirsty ail the lime. A 9" VALUE 
football teammates were daughter , Mar garet there. salesman. He was just s33ss 1h 
Dixon, and pulling them up The story is told that got out and said. 'Come Dut ch straig ht . Neil With "" •'""" I~ 3 in De Kalb, 111 .. joined his goody" who. eventually chief or police drove up in " I think his mother - I 
brother in ~Hing them into chose another fellow. his Model T Ford with 01- think her in_fiuence was so ~- $ 88 
a car. dri ving them to --- licer Dtck Conrad. They grea t that 11 kind of kepi per,ormanc, • 

in the Reagan home. unceReaganwassill ingon down. Dutch, gel down.' I Reagan was a very Molded-in ~ 
- who would sit beside the front porch of a cabin don't know what in the hell religious woman but not a C . · 

the pond at Lowell Park overlooking the moonlit led him to do it, but he Roman whereas Jack was. arrying 
and twitch the ear lobe of Lowel\Lakewilhallssome looked down and - And there were two boys, Handle 
his fellow lifeguard, John and much sought alter said,'Twinkle, twinkl e Neil ahd Ron, and one boy 
Crabtree, (literally - it young lady. • little star , just who the hell was raised Catholic and 
was a habit of his at the "Dutch," she said in an du you think you are?' the other boy was rai sed in 
lime) while dreaming inviting southern accent, "They got him down and the C~ristian Church. 
some day of becoming as "do you know my hands fined him a buck. ' 'Hi s mother was the 
great a radio sports an- a r e getting cold ?" " He had the opportunity dominating influence. She 
nouncer as Quinn Ryan . Reagan's stoic response to sleep with the girls and used to go up to the county 

- who was brought up in was, " Have you ever tried more of an opportunity to jail on Sundays and sing 
the Christi.:m Church, a si tting on them'!." overindulge. But he didn 't hymns to the prison~rs. 
Disciple of Christ. while Crabtree , retired life do it. He'd quit in lime. "Dutch was red hot on 
his elder brother , Neil. guard and Int ern a l He's better than me. He sports announcing . He 
followed his Irish father Revenue Service em- wasthcsmartguy . never t;:onsidered movies 
and was raised in the ployee, sa t on his front 
Roman Catholic faith. But porch in Dixon and laughed 
he pressured· " Moon" almost fit to kill when he 
Reagan to join him al the recalled those days. 
sl.tunch Christian college " Dutch was not a goody 
of Eureka where he loved goody but he cou ld have 
lo sit and argue about been," he s~id. " II the 
anything, so long as his situations were right , he'd 
brother was on the other take them. In fact, he got 
side. arrested. · 

- who never spoke of ''There was these cou-
politics, even though his pies out from Chicago in 
father's her itage made collages al the park . They 
hi.m a Democrat in country were rea l good (~iends or 
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Jumping the gun a bit , a radio station ls already heralding Dixon as tbe lial candidate Ronald lleagun grew up. Reagan was born In nearby Tampico, but 
"Homelow■ Of Our Next President, Ronald Reagan." The billboard Is located moved to Dixon when he was 9 years old and llved In Dixon until he finished 
atop a building on the main lilreet of Dixon, the town where Republican preslden• college. (UPI photo) 

Dixon remembers Dutch a good kid 
Coatlnued from Page 17. • he sure makes a lot or 

noise." Nell Reagan ap­
cramped apartment abo~e parenlly U1oughl lhal was 
a grocery slore_al 112 Mam funny and spread the word 
Street in Tampico, present around. The name stuck lo 
population a robust 800-, Reagan all the way lo 
plus. . Hollywood and mo s t 

There is some . dispute everybody still calls him 
about that mailer m Tam- Dutch in these parts . 
pico. Proponents of alleasl The facl is lhal hardly 
twotavernsonMa1nSlreet anyone in Tampico 
insist Reagan was born remembers the Reagans 
over their places . Others now. Hard up as . usual. 
say he was born down the they fled briefly lo Chicago 
street. The confusion may and then sellled in Dixon, 
well be because the 30 miles up the road from ~ 
Reagans moved around a Tampico. when Dutch was 
lol. • 9 . 

Paul Nicely and his wife People in Dixon, "The 
are lnvesUng $25,000 on lhe Petunia Ci ty.·' remember 
proposlbon he and his wife him well . . • 
own the leg1Umale Reagan There is a place called 
birth site _and a future the Coachlighl where older 
national shn~e . Nicely had folks like lo gather in the • • 

• lSo front o(~is building • •• Oh o r-iah• ~ ""1'1 . _, .... ~-. r~, .... th_,,. ev~mm1, .. ~ . ~ !I'~ ,.,,,... 
·,':"' ailr.' blallea at moo you can har/llY flip .a r 

and aoon it "!Ill be tr1~ked cap without hilling a man 
out with bunting and signs. who professes lo be a 

"Thi! tavern owners are lifelong friend of Dutch. 
pulling In claims about "He's lhe best · man in 
whether this Is the right the world! " Fritz Bindn 
place:· Nicely said . shouted. " I'd go through 
"Wooldn'l you? Bul we hell for him' Anybody else 
have accreditations . The in Dixon who doesn't vote 
trouble Is that the Reagans for him is cabbage!" 
lived all around town ." There is a sign on lhe 

Nicely has good reason main st e m heralding 
lo anticipate inlere,l. On a " Dixon - home town of 

. . ' ', .. 

Union ticker . 
Old friends recall he 

liked lo hang out late al the 
Moonlight Inn , savoring 
spiked beer wilh news and 
broadcast types . 

One of lhe girls he dated 
in those days fon dly 
recalls , "He was lots or run 
lo dale bul no one got very 
serious because no one had 
any money to get 
married.·· 

Stories differ on how he 
wound up in Hollywood. ll 
is agreed he was in lhe 
vicinity covering the Cubs' 
training camp on Catalina 
Island . Some say a girl 
friend from home talked 
him into taking a screen 
lesl. Others maintain lhe 
catalyst was another old 
Dixon girl , gossip co lum-

• (lisl Louella, Parsons. 
The fael is he signed for 

what seemed an out­
rageous salary lo his old 
friends in lllinois. Reagan 
had bet his fr atern ity 
brothers he would make 
the enormous sum of $5,000 
a year within five years or 
graduation. 

" He just made il and he 
senl back a telegram say­
ing 'Pay up , you devils. I 
A;,t it .,. .. ,., ,. "I Jl ,- ,1 p .. - .. ,• I 
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Fe,tival, 

15-24 Clilcago (Cooki - "Lakefront Fest." 
Lakeshore and Chicago River. Week-long 
schedule of waler shows, skiing, plus lhe famous 
"Venetian Nlghls." Watch yachts cluster along 
Chicago's lakefronl, each decorated with lgihls. 
Check current schedules by calling (312/744-3315 
or 312/793-2094) 

21-23 DeKalb (DeKalbl - Corn Festival, 
downtown area. Highlight boil. Aug . 23 starts al 
(ll a.m.) (815/751H881) 

Silvis (Rock h landl - Annual Country Music 
Festival , Downtown (7 _p.m. I (309/762-36611 

25-31 Cliirago (Cook) - Jazz Festival, Grant 
Park (3 l2/744-3315) 

27-31 Zion (Lake) - 1980 Jubilee Days 
Festival, Zion (All Day) (312/746-55001 

29-31 Park Forest (Cook/ Will) - Park Forest 
Labor Day Festival, Central Park in Park Forest 
(10 a.m. • Midnight) (3l2/748-1ll2 ) (Through 
Sept. II 

Naperville (DuPage) - " Last Fling" Labor 
Day Weekend Festival. Knoch Park. Parade 
Sept. I l 10 a.m. I (312/355-41411 

30-31 Buffalo Grove (Cook/ Lake) - Buffalo 
Grove Days, Village Hall Complex, 50 Raupp 
Boulevard (Noon) (312/ 459-2500) 

Nauvoo (Hancock) - "Grape Festival ." 
Nauvoo Slate Park. The ba~ks of lhe Mississippi 
River are witness lo the "wedding or the wine 
and cheese" festival, held in the once flourishing 
Mormon community. Homemade wine, Bleu 
cheese. parades and country music make it a 
fine opportun ty to enjoy and explore restored 
Mormon homes (217/453-6646) 

Arts & crafts 
16-30 Ml. Vernon (Jellerson) - Wildlife Ar­

tists Exhibit and Annual Ml. Vernon Arl Guild 
Exhibit. Mitchell Museum. Tues.-Sun. (1 :00 p.m. 
-5:00 p.m. ) (618/242-1236) (Through September 
21) 

23 Elgin (Kane) - Starving American Arls 
and Crafts Fair. Fountain Square Plaza (9 a.m .. 
6 p.m. I (312/639-5665) 

26-31 Normal .(McLean) First Western Slates 
Biennial, Center for lhe Visual Arls Gallery. 
Tues. (9 a.m. • 10 p.m.): Wed. (9 a.m . - 4:30 
p.m .); Sal.-Sun. (1 :00 p.m .- HS p.m.) (309/ 436-
5487 I (Through Oct. 5 I 

31 Cliicago (Cook) - 15th annual Howard­
Western Crall Fair, Howard-Western Shopping 
Center. 2400 W/7ff.YJ N. (10 a .m . - 5:30 p.m.) 
(312/674-8203) (Through Sept. II 

Museum exhibits 
20-3l (.1ticago (Cook) - " The Great Bronze 

Age of C.1tina: An Exhibition From the People 's 
Republic of China." Field Museum of Natural 
History . A comprehensive selection .. .106 of lhe 
most important bronzes and jades from about 1,-
500 B.C. lo 210 B.C. as well as a group of eight 
larger-than-life terra cotta horses and soldiers 
lhal guarded the tomb of Ute Emperor Ch'in Shih 
Haung Ti from lhe third century B.C. until their 
excavation in 1974. Daily (9 a.m. • 9 p.m. ): after 
Sept. I (9 a.m . • 5 p.m .); Fri. (9 a .m. • 9 p.m.) 
(31 2/922-94101 !Through October 291 

Sporh 

22-24 Peoria I Peoria) - Professional Cham­
pionship Rodeo, Exposition Gardens. Aug. 22-23 
(8 p.m.); Aug. 24 (3 p.m.) !309/688-6631) 

Chicago (Cook) - Chicago Cubs Baseball; 
Wrieley F'ielrl 1~0 W A,M; .,. ,,., . ~h,.tfnlP anrt 
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U1!11!i l J{e;..i ... 11 \hi~ ,,.., , •• rt111e 1111Jers the Reagans 
over their places. Others now. Hard up as usual , 
say he was born down the they fled briefly to Chicago IY, 
street. The confusion may and then settled in Dixon , 
well be because the 30 miles up the road from 
Reagans m~ved around a Tampico, when Dutch was 
lot. 9. 

scr iuus because no one had 
a ny m oney to get 
marr ied ." 

Stories differ on how he 
wound up in Hollywood. It 
is agreed · he was in the 
vicinity covering the Cubs· 
training camp on Catalina 
Island. Some say a girl 
fri end from home ta lked 
him into laking a screen 
test. Others maintain the 
catalyst was another old 
Dix,on, gir!,, g<>ssip colum-_ 
nist Louella Pal"s0rtt • • 

Paul Ni~ely and his wife People In Dixon, "The 
are investing $25,00Oon l_he Petunia City ," remember 
proposition he and his wile him well . 
own the _legi timate Reagan There is a place called . 
birth s1le _and ~ future the Coachlighl where older :' 
national shrine. _Nicely had folks like IQ. gat~er in the L-,,, 
the front of .,hts . btnlding evenlnf'',iif.'!!m'ritfil' houf , ilflw, 
sand blasted . last month you can hardly flip a beer · 
and soon it will be ln~ked cap without hitting a man The fact is he sigrn:d for 

what seemed an out • 
rageous salary to his old 
friends in Illinois. Reagan 
had bet his fra ternity 
brothers he would make 
the enormous sum of $5,000 
a year within live years of 
graduation. 

out with bunting and signs. who professes to be a 
"The tavern owners are lifelong friend of Dutch. .. . 

putting In claims about " He 's the best · man in { 
whether this is the right the world! " Fritz Bindn 1!i 
place ," Nicely said . shouted. " I'd go through , 
" Wouldn 't you? But we hell for him ! Anybody else 
have accreditations. The in Dixon who doesn't vote 
trouble is that the Reagans for him is cabbage 1" 

lived a ll around town." There is a sign on the 
Nicely has good reason ma in stem heralding 

lo anticipate interest. On a " Dixon - home town or 
morning in late July, there our next president. " But il 
were almost as many could not be sa id tha t 
reporters on Main Street Dixon is throbbing with 

• as Tampicans - one exc itement over th e 
newsm an from Des Rea~ancandidacy. 
Moines, two from Clinton, Among some or the 
Iowa , two from United younger set , there appears 
Press International , and more interest in the case of 
two from Hamburg, Ger- Fast Freddy , a male st.rip­
many. per arreste\l at a local 

One man who did not tavern . His fans' en ­
care for the hubbub at all thusiasm led them lo go 
was Be rnie Stael e ns . too far with Freddy's G· 
Staelens , a cropheaded string, prompting a police 
truck driver , lives in the raid. 
old Reagan place with his Bernard J . Frazer was 
wife and likes it. But Reagan ·s sp eec h and 
Nicely has told him he has English teacher at Dixon 
lo be out by Aug.15. North High School and 

Staelens sat on a tavern regards him as his prize 
stool and said he didn 't pupil. 
want to talk about "He always thought you 
anything . But he is a earn what you get," 
gracious man and ended up Frazer said. "As for his 
doing so. • . studies, I liked him in 

"You know what I am, English. He was • always 
don't you ?" he exploded. asking questions. II we 
"I'm a Democrat. " were reading an essay he 

" Will you vote for Carter would ask 'Why? Why did 
then? " he write this?' That's tonic 

A long hesitation . Then, for a teacher. 
"No." , " He had the ability to 

He wouldn t say why, but put difficult ideas into 
vowed he would ?" long fairly simple language. He 
gone from Reagan s na_ta l made a dramatic accep­
home before the campaign tan ce spee c h (at th e 
heats up. Republican convention ). It 

People star ted calling was about your problem~ 
Reagan "Dutch" in Tam- and mine. 
pico before he was a year " But you can talk all 
old . over hell and when the 

The story is that Jack chips are down late or God 
Reagan , wearied of his are the ones who decide. It 
son's bawling , snapped will be a close election. " 
"for a lat little Dutchman Reagan was president of 

HELP 

Republican presidential candldac, Ronald Reagan is 1bow_p in Ille pboloo made ' 
while he attended Eureka College. In bis football uniform '(BJl) ,ftlt, l's at left. Al, 
right he 's shown as the college's leadh!g swimmer (1931 Iller) . (UPI photo) 

the senior class at Dixon lo know him well . Depression . 
North (now defunct) and He reca lled Reagan as a lie got a job announcing 
became president of the • student who managed lo s port s at WO C in 
student senate and leader make B's , r e mained Davenport, Iowa , on the 
of a mild campus protest devoted to the college, ser- basis of a stirring audition 
at Eureka. ved 14 years on its board of . in which he recreated one 

The college is still a very trustees even though • he , or his old Eureka football 
sma ll but g r ee n a nd rarely could attend _mre- ga m es into a dead 
woodsy repose among the lmgs , was generous m h_1s microphone. 
undulating corn and soy- endowment_s and ,_s Th_en it was on to Des 
bean fields of central II- currently na tional pres,- Moines , where he wa s 
linois. dent of the college ad- known at WHO for his 

There were only 220 visory council. ability lo deliver · exciting 
students when Reagan got " At _a lime when he was accounts oi Chicago Cubs 
there in 19'l8, prodded by a movie star he stopped by . games with nothing to go 
his girl friend's minister here "'1d stayed here for on but a ' balky Wl!stern 
father. There are 450 now six hours and there was no • 
and the school remains occasion. , He just cai;ne_ 

" lie just made it and he 
sent back a telegram say­
ing 'Pay up, you devils , I 
did it ,"' recalled Har rod . 

One of his most 
memorable roles was that 
of George Gipp, the legen­
dary Gipper of Notre 
Dtme . Reagan did it 
s uper bl y. He had been 
playing·. football for much 
of his li fe as tackle and 
guard for Dixon North and 
Eureka . 

But he was never all that 
good at it. 

" He was good - good in 
the sense that he'd try like 
hell ," Crabtree said. " But 
he wasn't husky enough . 
He made it up in spirit. He 
really played like crazy . 
He really tried hard. 

'' I don't see how he could 
miss being a good 
president . Like playing 
football, he 'd try like 
hell." 

c lo se ly link ed to th e here to visit with hall a 
Christian Church. dozen bodyguards and he 

It was not a free ride. would stop all over town in 
Some say Reagan had a the restaurants or in the 
football scholarship. It ap- stores and shake hands. 
pea rs , how ever, th at "l'veheardthalwhenhe 
Eureka did not offer such was m the Teke House he 
then. used to si t in his room an-

=· 
~ 
I 

CASHFOR 
CLASS RINGS 

111e likelihood is Reagan nouncing up lo 20 football 
met the $90-a-semester tui - games out of his head. 
lion by saving his $20-or-so That's what he wanted." 
a week wages as a Within a yea r afte r 
lifeguard in Dixon and graduating from Eureka 
making up the rest waiting (majors sociology and 
on tables and wa shing econom ics ), Reagan 
dishes in Eureka. achieved his ambition in 

Burrus Dickinson was th e t eeth of the . 

I 
I e, , 
~ 
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Payment in Cash far 
GOLD HIGH ICHOOL ■INGI 

AND 
COLUGI CLAII ■INGI 

Gold Wedding Bands 
HERFF-JONES RIN.G COMPANY 

• • 100 West Lincoln Hwy. 
DeKalb - Phone 756-4743 

pres ident of Eureka alter • 
Reagan left but has como.-

ST AR OPTICAL ·co. 
130 E. LINCOLN HWY. · Second Floor · PHONE 758-3343 

Bausch & Lomb No appoint;.,enh needed 
SOFT CONTACTS • Prescriptions Filled 

If you need a new employee, 
let the Daily Chronicle 
classifieds do the job for you. 
Call 756-4841 today. 

$145 
Compl,t• with exam 
111ppllu&ln,ur1nct 

Hord Cohtocts 
2 
PAIRS 

• Frames repaired 
while you wait 

• New Fashion Tints 
Single vision lenses, 

compl,ttwlth eum ~~ fashion frames, AND EYE 
1upplies&insuranu EXAM as low as $34.S0 

COMPARE PRICES & SAVE 
Eye f.'xaminations bj Dr. John C. Kruabe, Optom etri,u 

_,.,t;, , 1 .. ,,.hl~Jilk1 . J1 

31 Chicago !Cook! - 15th annual Howard• 
Western Craft Fair, Howard-Western Shopping 
Center . 2400 W/7fllJ N. (10 a .m . . 5:30 p.m.) 
(312/674-8203 ) !Through Sept. I l 

Museum exhibits 
20-31 (.b ieago tCook) - "The Great Bronze 

Age of Oiina: An Exhibition From the People 's 
Republic of China." Field Museum of Natural 
History. A comprehensive select ion ... 106 of the 
most important bronzes and jades from about I ,· 
500 B.C. to 210 B.C. a~s "•II.as a grou of elgbt 
Ia~ger,than-llf'l,J errt . · 
that guarded the tomb of heEmpero n 
llaung Ti from the third century B.C. until their 
excavation in 1974. Daily (9 a .m. • 9 p.m. ); after 
Sept. 1 (9 a .m. • 5 p.m. ); Fri . (9a .m . . 9p.m.) 
(312/922-94IO) (Through Oelober 29) 

Sports 

22-%4 Peoria (Peoria) - Professional Cham­
pionship Rodeo, Exposition Gardens. Aug. 22-23 
16 p.m. I; Aug. 24 (3 p.m.) (309/666-663t) 

Chicago (Cook) - Chicago Cubs Baseball · 
Wrigley Field, 1060 W. Addison; Schedule and 
information, (312/248-7900) 

Chicago (Cook! - Chicago White Sox 
Baseball ; Comiskey Park, Dan Ryan at 3Slh Sl. ; 
Schedule and information, (312/924-1000) 

28-30 Park Forest (Cook/ WIii ) - Labor Day 
Men's !&-inch Softball Tournament, Central 
Park and 9ther parks throughout Park Forest. 
Aug. 28-29 (6 :30 p.m. ) Aug. 30-Sept. 1 (9: 00a.m.-
6:00 p.m. ) (312/748-1112 ) 

Park Forest (Cook/WIii) - Park Forest Girls 
Softball Annual Labor Day, Somonauk Park and. 
other locations throughout Park Forest (312/748-
1112) (Through Sept. I) 

29-31 Springfield tSangamon l - Rail Oiaits 
Gol_f Classic, Rail Goll Club (9 :00 a.m.• 
f~mpletlon ) (217/528-4653 ) (Through September 

30 Romeovllle (WIii) - ~' ounder's Day 6.2 Mlle 
Run, Rt. 53 & Marquette Dr. (McDonalds) (8:00 
a .m.) (815(838-8223) 

Special events 
Chicago (Cook ) - Visitor Eventline (taped ;n. 

fo ./Chicago : current entertainment ; prof. 
theater, special events & sports) (312/922-7000) 

Oiicago (C:ook) - Cultural Events Informa­
tion , Oiicago Council on Fine Arts (dial Fine Ari 
312/34&-3278) 

Shelbyvllle (Shelby/MoullrieJ - Nature Inter­
pretive Programs. Lake Shelby.vi lle Recreation 
Area. every weekend (217 /774-3951 J 

tl-M Rosemont tCook) - O'Hare National An­
tiques Show, O' Ha re Expo Center /Hyatt 
Regency O' l'lar., . Aug. 21-23 (Noon • 10 p.m. l ; 
Aug. 24 tNoon -1, p.m.) (312/446-6736) 

22-31 DtJQuoln (Perry) - " DuQuoin Stale 
Fair." OuQuoin Fairgrounds. Nearly a quarter 
million visitors attended last year . This season ·s 
slate of music stars, special events , crafts, food , 
and parades should draw even more. There's 
plenty of camping nearby, and the Shawnee 
National Forest is only a 40-minute drive south. 
(618/542-5484 ) (Through Sep(ember I) 

Z3 <.l!atham (Sangamon) - Filth Annual Il­
linois Oiampionship Cow Chip Throw. Chatham 
Town Square (I p.m.J (217 /785-2793 or 217/496-
9860) 

llomeovllle (WIiii - Outdoor Rollerskating 
Festival, 800 W. Romeo Road (9 a.m.) (815/838· 
8223) 

29-31 Palestine (Crawford) - " Annual Labor 
Day Festival & lloundup." City Arena and 
Leaverton Park. Sanctioned bronc busters from 
all over the U.S. enter this event. Horse shows, 
dances, a parade, flea markets and chuckwagon 
breakfasts are highlighted. (All Day) (618/586-
2777) (Through Sept. I) 

30 DilQuoin (Pe rry) - " llambletonlan 
Trotting Clanie." DuQuoin Stale Fairgrounds. 
The richest wiMer 's prize in the nation and a 
field of fri sky three-year-olds qualify this annual 
Southern Ill inois sporting event as the " Ken­
tucky Derby of Harness Racin1 ." This will be 
the las\ for the race in Illinois. (618/542-54841 

.. 
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Re.a!;!an s Roots estlcldatDixonHlgh. 

It sounds Idyllic. Mr. Reagan remembers 

Illinois Boyhood Meant It that way. So do others. 
J. " It was completely different then," says 

Football, Swimming Dr. W.L. Stitzel. who was a class behind Mr. 

High-School Yearbook 
And Falling in Love 

Dixon's 'Traditional Values' 
Were Part of 'Good Life'; 
Reagan Family Problems 

'Dutch,' ')lugs' & Prof. Gray 

; ~ C'onli~ucd From Fir,;r Pnge 
; lights were nn top of short cement posts 
,ngbt in the rmddle of the mtersections. 
:-.!~it.ch just climbed up on one of thora stop· 
ili:hts and sat !!',~re. The pollce chief came 
/'.!lk,ng in his Model T and asked Dutch wha: 
tl1F. was dot~g. ·Twinkle, Twlnkle, little star. 
~ who do you think you are?' sald Dutch. 
1-Xnd the chief took him in, and he was lined 

a buck." . -
- In the haze of nostaJgia. the problems are 

~erlooked. But they must have been reaJ 
-~gh. One of them was Mr. Reagan's 
~er. known to everyone in town as 
~ru:k." Mr. Crabtree puts the case politely 
,i.,iifn be notes that . Jack Reagan had " a 

r thirst." On the other hand, Mrs. Rea· 
-Nelle-was a deeply religious woman 
sang hymns and read the Bible to the 

~ers down at the county jail. Neither 
~-nor Nelle ever went beyond the eighth 
~e. 

By JAMES M. PERRY • ,.;..,_When he wasn't bitting the bottle, Jack 
Siu// l<epurln-o/THEWALLSTREETJOURNAI: ~ was a shoe salesman. He and Nelle 

"It was a good life. I have never and their oldest son. Neil, were· living in an 
asked for anything more. then or llOW." : apartment above a bakery in Tampico, . a 
-Ronald Reagan., on growing · vp i11 ~et down the road from Dixon. when 
Dixon. 1U. · J!pnald Reagan was born" OD Feb. 6, 1911. 
DIXON, ll!.-In August 1927, just about ; ,iese days Paul and Helen Nicely are fixing 

everyone in town turned out to watch . ~'"the old "birthplace" as a tourtst _attrac· 
Qiarles Undbergh, flying his famous plane, ~ and doing. their best to nail down the • 
the Spirit of St Louis, circle the "wire ~ Reagan history. • • • • " 
works" and dip a wing as If to say hello, be- J-~ But It isn't easy. The family moved from : 
fore continuing on to Peoria. • ·1· to place. as Jack moved from job to 

The next month, the big news was RONALD REAGAN • . After Ronald was born, they all moved 
farmer Frank Apple being gored to death by "DUTCH" • '"' Clllcago. They went from Chicago to ' 
what the Dixon Evening Telegraph said was ' · esburg and then to Monmouth, always 
an "enraged bull" and a "mad brute." "Life is just one grand sweet song, • ting an apartment or a house, never own· 

Early in October, the Dixon blgh-schooj so start the music." . •• much of anything. They moved back to 
football team played its first game of the Pres. N.S. Smdent Body 4; Pres. ~ pico for the school year 1918·1919. Just 
season. RonaJd Reagan says he played , - 2; Play 3, 4; Dram. Club a, 4, Pres. :,,,i,bere young Reagan went to school before 
guard that year, bis senior year at Dixon 4; Fresh.-Soph. Drama Club 1, 2. • fthat is still a little uncertain. 
High. The local paper lists blm as "Regan" • . • . Pres. 2; Football 3, 4; Annual Staff; ' • The Reagans lived at one time or another 
and says he started at left tackle. Hl·Y 3, 4, Vice-Pres. 4; _Art. 1, 2; llf three different places lll Tampico. They 

Dixon lost to Mendota, 24 to O. A week • Ut Contest 2; Track 2, 3. moved fmally to Dixon. which then had a 
later. Dixon lost to its hated rival, Stenlng, population of about 10.000 people, compared 
25 to o. The Dixon paper said the boys from • , . . With 18,000 .oday They hved m five differ-
Sterling "romped" almost at will, maltlng : Reagan at school' and who still prac~ces \ ·ent places. The first house they rented m 
long gains "through the Dixon line." There- . ·medicine In Dixon. "We waJked everyw ere Dixon has been purchased by the town 
after, the Evening Telegraph drew some- • ,because we didn't hav~ our own cars. h~ lathers and will be restored as still another 
thing of a vell over the increasingly inept _had more to do than kids do now· We iourist attraction. The town lathers are , 
exploits of the home team, failing to report . dances and shows, and we all loved sports. spendinJ: $23 900 to put together a "public· ' 
the outcome of the last two or three games. • 'Dlltch'-that's what we call:i re~--;-t r'elations pa~kage" that will be distributed I 

But Mr. Reagan, 69 now and running bet- -played on the football team. ut J w tcl'-reporters covering the Reagan campaign. ' 
ter against Jimmy Carter and John Ander- :much good. The team was awtul.rfu~ ~~ ,u :will also be malled to plant-relocation con· t 
son than he ever did agaJnst those tough _bette~ swmuner. He was a powe • -:s\iltants. _ 

1 kids from Sterling High, remembers. This, lf!X· ,, :·•:.Crime wasn't exactly unknown m the i 
he says. is where his "roots" are. This Is the ; ,"All Boy" or "Goody-Goody ? mmer of 1927. The local paper feasted on j 
place that shaped him. • : . Dr. Stitzel discounts stones that youn~ ;iL· It led aJmost every day -..1 th a banner ! 
Idyllic Memories Reagan was something of a "~YJoody. !}leadline about crime-"Fiendish Slayer ls 

A reporter reading copies of the old · He was "all boy," says Dr. Stitzel, gett!Ilg ~:uling for Canadian Border" is a ripe ex· 
newspapers, tallc!ng to the handful of old into the same land of tronble-nothing like :ample. 11 it wasn't a crime story, it was a 
friends who remain and visiting the old the trouble kids get mto today-~ the rest_ ilisaster story. often about airplanes disap-
baunts. Is struck. first of all, by the thought ct us." . . d . ~jearing over the Atlantic. It may help to ex-
that this happened a long time ago. That . But John c_rabtree, retired now an get ~ain why Mr. Reagan still hates to fly. 
summer of 1927, President Coolidge vtsited ·ting around with the help of a waJker, . says !~ Bank robberies were so common that Lee 
Havana and was "wildly cheered by enthu- young Reagan came pretty close _ to, be!Ilf a ,;Gounty, of which Dixon is tlie seat, organ-
siastic Cubans." Hamburger cost 18 cents a I " goody-goody." . .. -~ vigilantes called "town guards ." Thi_r· 
pound al the Buehler Bros. meat markeL , "I nev~r heard bun . cuss, say~~ ,':i,,-three of them were deputized early m 
And the new Studebaker Erskine Six was I Crabtree,_ and the only ti~I 1kne; out at !l,92S and armed with sawed-off shotguns and 
going for S795. j take a drink was the time am Y ade ~fles with hiuh-,elocity ammunition . 

For seven years. Mr. Reagan worked as the park gave us each a bottle of homem . ; a State 's Attorney Mark c. Keller re· 
a lifeguard at Lowell Park. a summer resort wine for hel~ing teach their_ kids ~o :'a iiiinded the " town guards" at a banquet at 
on the Rock River three miles north of town. Well, we !iniShed off the lo'Ule ~ the stop· ;thr :-iachusa Tavern tl-.at justice in Lee I 
Every morning that summer. he drove an stroll through town. In those day • ;ei,unty was nothing to fool around with. or I 
old Dodge truck out to the park loaded with Please Turn to Page ?:7, Column 1 \ ".he 238 c!"imin11 cases developed in the 1 
ice. for the soda-pop barrels. Then he began •~unty the previous year. he said. two ended I 
.his lifeguarding; he says be rescued 77 peo- ·, acquittals. three ended in "disagree- • 
ple over those seven summers. And he was -ents." u.nd " the remainder took the I 
in love. His girl, Margar.?t "Mugs" Cleaver. µnt. .. , 
was the oreacher·s daughter and the smart· 



) 

... 

These days. the state's attorney (he is a i Reagan in High School: 
DemocrJtl investi~ates about 160 felony . 
c:ises a vear, including in recent months an 'Life Shoul,d Be a Song' 
unusual ·number of brutal homicides.·Marl- • .. .. While he was in high school. Mr. 
juana is widely used by yourig people, Reagan took a band at writing poetry. 
hel ped along by the presence on the edge. of This example, called .. Life," may be 
town of an old hemp plant "'ith wild mari· the .earliest surviving statement of a 
juana plants surrounding it Harder stuff personal philosophy. 
isn't unknown. either. • .• . • 

Dixon's ebullient mayor, George Und· . f wonder what it's all abou~ and 
quist. came to town in 1936, after Mr.· Rea· : . . ·· ., whv . . • 
gan had left to become a six>rts announcer. • •.,, ··we suffer so. wheff,:, little thmgs go 
on radio over ii: Iowa and then a_movie star • , • . wrongt • 
in Hollywood. But the mayor thinks be ,un· , r't_., 'We make mtr 'life a strvggle,' 
derstands what Dixon means to Mr._ Reagan : . •. Wilen Ufe should be a song. 
(even as he supports John Anderson for • ·. •. :-: _: .· :. •.• • : . , ' ,,. _.. _ .. 
President: this, alter aU, is Mr. Anderson's OIIT lrollbles break and drei1ch U$. 

cougressional district). iiJce spray 011 the cleavmg prow 
" It's a typical Midwestern town," says Of some trim Glow:cstcr schooner. 

the mayor. "It's closely related to the land. A!_ it dips in a graceflll bOID. • ... 
and it believes in traditional American val· 
ues. 1· think that's important. I go far 
enough to say the Midwest-and places !lice 
Dixon-is the balance wheel of this country, 
keeping both the East and the West Coast 
from flying apart. The two coasts represent 
change : we-represent tradition. I think Rea­
gan understands that." 

Young Reagan and his girl friend. , 
" Mugs." went away to the same college in i 
the fall of 1928, to a small Christian church . 
school called Eureka, down near Peoria. i 

B;t why does sorrow drench us 
~ When our fellow passes 011t 
·., He's just exchanged Ufe's dreary 

dirge . 
For an tlernal life of s0119. : • .. 

• Milli011S have gone before JIS. 
And muliom will come behind, 

, So wily do we =e alld fight 
• "At a fa~ both wise and kixd1 . 

Mr. Reagan probably bad some scholarship ,. ··we hang 011to a jaded life · - . 
help to pay the S90-a-semester tuition. He , A life full of sorrow and pain. 
also worked washing dishes in the cafeteria.· . • A life thal warps and breaks JIS, 

Mr. Reagan. who has been active in the . Alld we try to ru11 through it again. . 
little college's shaky affairs for years, is I • . 
more nostalgic about his years ~re than he 'these days. but It's sWI a lovely place. The 
is about growmg up m Dixon. I fell head school's president, Daniel Gilbert, is doing 
over heels in love with Eureka," be says In everything he can to make sure Mr. Rea­
his . autobiography, "Where's the Rest. of ~•s alma mater doesn' t go under. It had 
Me? " "I still think, after years ?f cnss· _ students in Mr. Reagan's day; it has 470 
crossing. the Umted States, that 1.~ IS one of ow, including about 70 blaclt kids, most of 
the lovehest-colleges m eJC1Stence. • em from the Chicago inner city. 

It's a little shabby, a little run-down, Mr. Gilbert says -that when these city 
kids began romlng to Eureka, the local 
townspeople had trouble adjusting· to them. 
Eurelca. be notes. was just as racist as the 
Southern towns be grew up in. These days, 

L~ough. he insists, things are settling down 
nicely. 

At Eureka. Mr. Reagar. majored in soci· 
ology and took a minor in economics. Some 
of his current economic adiisers -especially 
the disciples of supply-side economist Ar­
thur Laffer-think it's signilicant he was 
taught classical economics at Eureka. 

His professor had to be an older gentle­
man named Alexander Charles Gray-be­
cause be was the college's entire economics 
and sociology departments. And Prat. Gray 
must have taught · economics the 'classical 
way, because he couldn't have known much 
else. The professor graduated from the .Uni· 
versity· of Toronto in 1896 and earned his 
master's degree at Hiram College In 1897, 
some 39 vears before John Maynard Keynes 
wrote his principal revisionist work. "The 
General Theory of Emrloyment, Interest 
and Mocey... But it isn ·t known :which 
con rses .Mr. Reagan took, because his tran· 
script is locked away. 

. By most accounts. Mr. Reagan · was 
neYer much of a st'Jdent. He was more in­
terested. anyway, in sports-be played two 
}'('ars on another losing football team-and 
In drama. In which he won an honorable 
mention at a national drama competition for 
his portrayal of the Greek shepherd boy in 
Edna St Vincent Millay's" Aria da Capo." 

He also had an interest iD polltlcs (bis 
father was a Democrat and, for many 
years, so was he ). And be had-he still has 
-a remarkable photographic memory that 
allowed him to glance through printed mate­
rial and absorb enough to get by. 

He and "Mugs" graduated in 1932. She 
was a magna cum laude. Mr. Re;igan 

1 wasn't. By tben. the romance bad faded, ap­
parently because "Mugs" didn't think 
" Dutch'. ' was going to amount to much. She 
taught high school for a_ couple of ·years and 
then married a Foreign Service officer she 
had met in France. She returned with him 
to Richmond, Va., when he joined his fami• 
ly's staid old law firm. He's a fervent Rea­
gan supponer. She won't say. 



,i 
ll 

Ii 
Ii 
ii 
:/ ,, 
ii 

it 
ii 
I' 

I 11 . I 
I 
I 

~01.1 

OY 
from 

1· co 
Most associate Ronald Reagan with California, but he spent his 

formative years in the midwest. On the centennial of his birth, 

a handjitl of small Illinois towns want a share of the limelight 

By Douglas Brinkley 

BACK IN 1965 RONALD RL,G . .\N pub­

lished his first memoir, H'here's the Rest of 
Me?, borrowing the title from a line in 
the 1942 Warner Brothers film Kings 
Row. In the movie-Reagan's fal'orit e of 
all he starred in- he played Drake 
McHugh, a playboy whose legs have 
been removed by a sadistic surgeon. 
"Where's the rest of me?" Reagan fa­
mously cried om when he came to, with 
thespian relish worthy of an .-\cademy 
Award nomination. 

Up until now Reagan-like 
McHugh- hasn't been whole. His 
legacy has been too rooted in Holly­
wood, Cul\'er City, Pacific Palisades, 
Sacramento, Beverly Hills, Simi Valley, 
and the Santa Ynez Mountains. On the 
centennial of his birth in the tiny north-

western Illinois town of Tampico, the 

Midwest is determined to make Reagan 

whole again . The Tampico prodigal has 
become the Land of Lincoln's new fa­
vorite son. 

Grim economic times have not 
spared Tampico's Main Street Historic 
District today: home foreclosures and 
the decline of the family farm have shut­
tered many buildings and infected its 
residents with an omnipresent, shroud­

like fear that the American dream is in 
permanent recession. Yet each year over 
the last decade, tourism has picked up 
as the legend of Ronald Reagan grows 
as wide as the Mississippi River only 50 
miles away. 

On February 6, 1911, our fortieth 
president was born in a second-floor 

apartment above a brown­
floorboard saloon in a 

hard, cold sleet that blan­

keted the prairie town in 
gray. That's right, Rea- 1

• 

gan was born above a bar. 
The Tampico Historical Society 
erroneously claims on its website that 
Reagan was born above a bakery, likely 
because it sounds more wholesome than 
a tavern. The first floor of the Graham 
Building-at 111 South Main Street­
didn't become a bakery until 1915, four 
years after Reagan's birth and long after 
his family had moved to their next 
house on Glassburn Street. 

The Reagan birthplace-a red-brick 
building with three second-story win­

dows and a cornice-is a modest First 
National Bank museum today. What it 

lacks in Reagan artifacts it makes up for 
in modest homespunness. In his 1990 

autobiography An American Life, Reagan 

repeated his one and only 111 South 
Main Street birth story, which he regu­

larly recycled over the years . "He looks 

like a fat little Dutchman," Reagan 

claimed that his father, Jack, an Irish 

Catholic alcoholic, had said when he first 

a w his cute butterball son. "But who 

nows, he mi hi 0 1 up to be presi-

dent someda .• Hiswrians over the 

years have inferred th t this story is 
apocryphal. Yet the anecdote is pure 
Ronald Reagan, somehow seeming ap­
propriate even if J ack never said it. And 
the nickname "Dutch" clearly stuck. At 
least that's the way they'll tell it at 
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Tampico's Dutch Diner, where they dip 
fried food in a special "Ronnie sauce." 

What historians do know about 
February 6, 1911, is that William 
Howard Taft was president (but strug­
gling), crew members were prepping 
the RMS Titanic for its inaugural 
Atlantic voyage, and Mexico stirred 
with talk of revolution. The future 
president's mother Nelle, an ardent 
Disciples of Christ churchgoer, had 
planned to call her baby Donald, but 
because her quick-draw sister had beat 
her to it, the tnfant won the consola­
tion prize of being named • Ronald. 
And no biography disputes that Nelle 
had an extremely difficult time deliv­
ering him in that drafty Tampico flat. 
She had given birth to Ron's brother 
Neil (nicknamed "Moon") two years 
earlier, and she was weak, frail, and 
cold. "My mother was informed that 
she shouldn' t have any more chil­
dren," Reagan recalled. 

Tampico's claim to fame in 1911 was 
an irrigation ditch success story and a 
gnarly tornado that had destroyed 
nearly 30 structures. Most of its 820 res­
idents wanted to leave-except the 
Glassman family, who fancied them­
selves local kingpins. But being born 
above a tavern in a West Illinois hamlet 
with some businesses posting signs that 
read "NO DOGS OR IRISHMEN 
ALLOWED" was an auspicious start in 
life for Reagan. 

"I think growing up in a small town 
is a good foundation for anyone who de­
cides to enter politics," he reflected after 
being president. "You get to know peo­
ple as individuals, not as blocs or mem­
bers of special-interest gr&>u ps. You 
discover that, despite their differences, 
most people have a lot in common." 

When Reagan was born, Illinois was 
already associated with two presidents: 
Abraham Lincoln, who lived primarily 
in the Springfield area from 1830 to 

One hundred years ago, Ronald Reagan 
was born above a saloon in the small town 

of Tainj1ico, Illinois, pictured above in a 

1904 jJostcard, to working-class j1arents 

Jack and Nelle, opposite above, who had 

one other son, Neil. Reagan's a1guably 

most compelling work on the silver screen, 

the 1942 Wamer Brothers'film, Kings 

Row, opposite below, centered on the 

challenges of small town life, a st01 yline 

he knew well. 

1861, and Ulysses S. Grant, who 
worked in his family's leather shop in 
Galena from 1860 to 1868. Yet of all the 
four U.S. presidential claimants (which 
now includes Barack Obama, who 
adopted Chicago as his home in 1985 ), 
only Reagan was actually born there; 
this gives his statewide legacy a special 
bragging right. 

The Reagans were decidedly 
nomadic. When Ronald was four years 
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old, they moved to Chicago, where his 
father worked at the Fair Department 

\ Store. When that didn't work out, they 
moved to Galesburg and then Mon­
mouth before returning to Tampico. In 
Galesburg there are two residences with 
indisputable Gipper lineage: a dwelling 
where his family lived at 1260 North 
Kellogg Street and a home at 1219 
North Kellogg. The Reagans rented so 
many homes and apartments between 
1911 and the Great Depression that 
even the postal service must have found 
it difficult keeping track of them. 

T his future president's troubled 
home life has proved to be a genuine 
boon to the commercial business in these 
economically stressed towns , which 
never imagined that Reaganism might 

become as big as Elvisism in the tourism 
department. Eureka College, located 
halfway between Peoria and Blooming­
ton, where Reagan graduated in 1932, 
now houses more than 2,000 items in its 
archive pertaining to the Gipper. 
"Everything good that happened to 
me," Reagan once said, "started here on 

Reagangrew up in a small frame house in Dixon, Illinois, 
below. He showed an aptitude for the stage in 1927, starring 
in North Dixon High School's production of You and I, a 
Philip Bany play in which he shared a sofa with his real-life 
sweetheart Mmgaret Cleave1; above. An article in the June 
1937 Dixon Telegraph, right, proudly announced that the 
local boy had landed a Hollywood contract. 

this campus." That 
wasn't hyperbole . 
Reagan 's loyalty to 
Eureka-where he 
majored in economics, 
graduating with a C 
average, and served as 
student body presi­
dent-was intense. 
He served three six­
year terms on th e 
board of trustees and 
visited ca mpus a 
dozen times after 
graduating. 

If no single Illinois 
town can fully claim 
Reagan as its own, the 
state proudly can. It 
seems as if every grain 
elevat01~ lumber yard, 
feed mill, and egg 
house has Reagan lore 
associated with it. Rea­
gan's boyhood home 
in Dixon, into which 
he moved as a nine­
year-old, is the most 
worthwhile pilgrim­
age place. It was there 
that Reagan gradu­
ated from high school 
and worked as a 
lifeguard, saving 
77 people from 

drowning in the treacherous Rock 
River (clubbed "the Hudson of the 
West"). That herculean feat alone was 
far more of a genuine accomplishment 
than most ofus will ever have. It might i 
surprise people who remember Rea- g 

gan as being an antienvironmentalist ! 
that growing up he proclaimed himself IS 
as a "great naturalist" of the Rock River ~} 

w ffi 
Valley. William Ruckelshaus, former ~ ~ 

h 
II 

head of the Environmental Protection 
Agency, recently told a story about fly­
ing with the president from Washing­
ton, D.C., to Seattle on Air Force One n 



Reagan made an exuberant visit to his 
Tampico birthplace in Februaiy 1976, 
right, while stumping for the Republican 
presidential nomination. He would lose 
that contest but go on to take the nomina­
tion in 1980 and win the presidency. The 
route that Reagan hitchhiked between col­
lege in Eureka and his home in Dixon is 
now enshrined as an Illinois state historic 
trail, bottom right. 

in the mid-l 980s. "Reagan ordered the 
pilot to swoop down low when we got 
to the Rock River," he said, "and tip a 
wing in homage ." 

But Tampico, Galesburg, Dixon, and 
Eureka College aren't alone in clinging 
to the Reagan centennial kite tail. In 
Ohio, Illinois, a village of 550 situated 
along Route 26, visitors are told that 
Reagan used to thumb through town 
with a beaming salesman's smile, com­
muting back and forth from Dixon to 
Peoria. In Walnut (population 1,400) 
the visitor learns that young Reagan 
used to pile into a road-weary gray 
Buick clunker (bought for $10) with his 
buddies to catch sporting events in 
Peoria and Normal. Princeton, Illinois, 
is promoting Reagan's admiration of 
their New England-like architecture, 
while the town of Henry boasts an Illi­
nois River Bridge that Reagan surely 
drove across dozens of times on his way 
to Eureka College. In Chillicothe, ap­
parently, Reagan used to visit his frater­
nity brother George Taylor, while in 
Fulton locals will point out the gravesite 
of Reagan's maternal grandmother, 
Mary Anne Wilson. 

upward in Illinois like ajet-propulsion 
rocket, there is no reason that Reagan's 
centennial can't too, or so says the state's 
chamber of commerce. 

All this is part of the Ronald Reagan 
Trail-the ex-president's fabled hitch­
hiki11g route-which was officially 
created in May 1999 to promote his 
Midwest legacy. What only a dozen 

I years ago seemed like an lllinois stretch 
; is now attracting scores of visitors who 
! see Reagan as a giant, the man British 
~ prime minister Margaret Thatcher s~id 
f won the Cold War without firing a 
~ single shot. (London is planning to 

Not that California is giving up on 
its Reagan franchise. The Rose Bowl 
Parade in Pasadena will have a domi­
nating Reagan-themed float on January 
l; USC's Annenberg School of journal­
ism is throwing a huge conference 
hosted by Tom Brokaw; and the Ronald 
Reagan Presidential Library in Simi 
Valley will open a completely renovated 
museum display (plus ribbon cuttings, 
military flyovers, and a star-studded 
celebrity concert). Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger has declared a perma­
nent Reagan Day holiday in California. 
While there are currently no plans to 
add Reagan's face to Mount Rushmore, 
it looks like a major Nevada peak will 
soon be named in his honor. I unveil its first Reagan statue to coincide 

with the centennial.) If Lincoln's bicen-
tennial in 2008 could boost tourism 

But it's Illinois that has best 
prepared to bask in Gipper glory in 
2011. The entire heartland now belongs 
to the boy from Tampico. It makes you 
believe in the luck of the Irish and the 
resilience that comes from growing up 
in the Midwest . .._.., 
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DUTCH REAGAN 
THE LIFEGUARD 

Bernard J. Frazier. his Dixon High 
School drama teacher. remembered 
the President as a "rangy kid named 
Ronald Reagan who wore glasses 
because he was very nearsighted and 
was forever asking questions ." How­
ever. most people in Dixon. Illinois 
knew him only as "Dutch Reagan the 
lifeguard."a warm likeable young man. 

Dutch was his nickname from birth. 
He was born in Tampico. Illinois on 
February 6. 19 I I. When he came how­
ling into the world with a towhead and 
fat round cheeks. his father, a second 
generation Irishman. declared. "For 
such a fat little dutchman he sure 
makes a lot of noise." 

Dutch like most lifeguards took to 
the water at an early age . He started 
out at the local swimming hole but 
soon graduated to the treacherous 
Hannepin Canal. "I can recall. .. writes 
Reagan in his autobiography. "the 
hushed mood of the town when thev 
brought a small covered burden fro~ 
the canal. .. 

His family moved from Tampico 
and after two years on Chicago's south 
side. settled on the Rock River in 
Dixon. "There." savs Reagan. "was 
the life that shaped ~y body~and mind 
for the years to come ." 

Special thank s to Su:a1111t' Hunne_r. 
Dixon £\'ening Telegraph. and Byron 
£. Wear. Execut i1·e Director. United 
States Lifesai-ing Association for re­
search assistance on this story . 

by Jim Dubois 

He was nine. and it didn't take him 
long to find the water. He became 
active in the Dixon YMCA: played in 
the Y-band and spent long hours in the 
17 by 16foot YMCA pool. He excelled 
through the swimming program and 
by the age of fifteen felt confident 
enough to apply for a job as lifeguard 
at Lowell Park. 

According to Suzanne Hannev. 
local historian and reporter for the 
Dixon Evening Telegraph. "Even·­
body in Dixon remembers Low~ll 
Park." The park consists of 205 acres 
of natural woodland located on the 
Rock River three miles north of 
Dixon. It was deeded to the citv bv 
Carlla Lowell who stipulated tha·t n~ 
liquor be allowed and that the natural 
areas of the park be left untouched. A 
lodge was built from· local quarry 
stone and sand was trucked in to form 
a beach overt he mud bottom river and 
soon Lowell was. not only one of the 
"natural beauty spots of the state". but 
a maJor recreation area . 

Reagan applied for his lifeguard job 
in the spring of 1926. At the time 
Lowell was over-seen by a park board 
which in turn leased out several con­
cessions in the park to the Graybill 
familv. Ruth and Ed Gravbill had the 
food ~nd bathhouse conc~ssion which 
included looking after the beach and 
hiring a lifeguard. 

When the future president first 
approached Ed Graybill about thejob. 
Mr. Graybill wasn't too sure . "Well. 
you're pretty young. my lad," he said. 
"but 111 go talk to your father." Jack 

Reagan told Graybill to "give the boy a 
chance". Despite his age and near­
sightedness a demonstration of 
Dutch's water prowess, along with his 
eagerness to work. won him the job. 
As fellow lifeguard John Crabtree put 
it. ~- .. he'd try like hell." 

The official bathing season began 
on Memorial Day. but if the weather 
was warm the Graybills had Dutch up 
early to cover the water on the week 

ends. According to Katy Boyd who 
as a child was rescued by Dutch four 
times and who later became a lifeguard 
at Lowell. ~in the spring the water was 
high and the river swift. That's when 
we'd pull them out like flies ." In addi­
tion to performing rescues. one of the 
major spring time chores was to help 
clear the bathing area of debris and 
hazards. Each spring they'd drag the 
river for water soaked logs which 
drifted in and hung just below the 
surface. 

Dutch began his days in the Gray­
bill's Dodge truck loading up supplies 
for the park which included ham­
burger. buns. soda pop and two to 
three hundred pounds of ice . When the 
supplies were loaded he would get 
Mrs . Graybill and they'd head for the 
park . 

"As you enter." says Ruth Graybill. 
·'there's a slope just covered with 
beautiful bluebells and ferns ." In the 
spring. according to Katy Boyd. the 
entire park would be covered in wild­
flowers and the oak. hemlock and 
other deciduous trees would be vibrant 
with new green foliage . 11 
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Dwch 1rnuld wuallr srarion himself on rhe di1·ing pier ele1·ared abourjil'e Jeer 
abol'l' rhe 1,·ater. He~e he is picrured leaning againsr rhe slide 1rnrching and 
sal"eguarding barhers. Pharo Courresr of Dixon £1·ening Telegraph Files 

• When ,he, reached the bathhouse. 
Dutch would unload the ice. help Mrs. 
Graybill with the other supplies and 
then head for the beach. 

'"There'd be an occasional morning 
mist or steam fog rolling along the 
surface of the riwr." says Ms. Boyd .. 
The water temperature would be 
'"spotty because the river was spring 
fed" and upstream was one ot the lar­
ger of these tributaries. the '"se,en mile 
branch .. _ 

But. as late spring progressed into 
the hot. muggy. mid-western summer. 
.. The, 'd come in droves." savs Ruth 
Gra,bill. She estimates that Dutch 
had ·as manv as 500 people to keep an 
e,e on-no ·small task in a river whose 
c~rrent could run iour to se\en miles 
per hour. 

As Reaean recalls in his autobio-
graphy. M -:here :S rhe Res! o/ .\fr. ': 

. . . the water in the Rock R i ,er off 
Lowell Park was a fairly difficult 
soot to swim. There \\as a dam 
d·ow nstream which. when the slui­
ces \\ere opened. gave the ordinar­
il\ slow current a quicker tempo 
a~d deeper thrust. The bottom 
sloped swiftly into deep water not 
far from the edge . An additional 
hazard was the other bank about 
six hundred feet away: swimming 
across was a challenge-only once 
started you had to go all the way 
or else. 

A raft anchored offshore ga,e Katy 
Boyd trouble on at least two occa­
sions. As a small girl of eight or nine. 
just learning to swim. she would strug­
gle toward the raft and then falter. 
··My parents were always so worried 
until you brought me in."she said in a 
1940's game show in ,,hich Ronald 
Reagan had to guess what part of hi~ 
life she was from. Her next hint wor­
ried the moderator. Bill Cullen. '"E,t1, 

time I met you . you left m~ 
breathless ... But when Reagan inno­
cently blurted out. "Are you one of the 
notches on the log?-. Cullen nearly 
took them off the air. "The log". 
Cullen discovered . was Rt1agan·s 
means of keeping rescue statistics. All 
totaled he cut ~eventy-se,en notches in 
seven summers. 

As a former lifeguard . \1s. Boyd can 
testify that Lowell was no easy place to 
guard. She recalls yearning for a pool 
assignment as she "watched fi\e big. 
strapping farm boys siar: for the raft." 
They \\Ould miss. end-up downstream. 
then turn and swim against the cur­
rent. In her time. t:C ey oiten used a 
"doubled ended s ur1board" for 
rescues. Reagan. she ~emembers . had a 
ring bouy and rowboat at his disposal 
but mainly used the "S\\ im and go get 
·em method." Acrnrding to Dixon 
Y\1CA Director. Harry Hanson. the 
lifesa\ing techniques at the time would 
have included the cross chest carry. 

"There," says Reagan, "was 
the life that shaped my body 
and mind for the years to 
come." 

"I learned quickly the lesson 
that all lifeguards teach them­
selves . . . to watch for the 
unexpected but to keep my 
eye mainly on the two or three 
places where trouble would 
begin . .. " 

tired swimmers carry and chin pull. 
Fred Moore who later took swim­

ming lessons from Reagan was ten 
years old when he tried to dog paddle 
to the raft. When he was sure he had 
arrived. he reached to grasp the edge. 
caue:ht onlv air and sank. "Evervthine: 
was- peaceful." recalls Moore .• The~ 
Dutch "pulled me out. rolled me over a 
harrel and pumped the water out of 
me." Two wee ks later \-1 oore witnessed 
Reagan's rescue of a girl of about 
thirteen . 

Dutch Reagan ·s day officially began 
at ten a .m. and could last as late as ten 
p.m. when the water was cleared and 
the bathhouse closed . He worked 
se,en days a week and was on his own 
except on busy weekends and holidavs 
when the Graybills staffed the beach 
with extra guards Reagan's salary wa s 
S15 a week and all the ten cent ham­
burgers and nickel root beers he could 
hold. '"It was great." says Reagan. 
"There was no place to spend mone,. I 
could save ... and. of course. they ied 
me." According to biographer Bill 
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"Lifeguarding provides one of the best vantage points in the 
world to learn about people." 

"He'd take a broomstick for a microphone and pretend he was 
broadcasting the Northwestern-Notre Dame games. We'd all 
laugh and even form cheering sections." 

Boyarsky. ·'The hours were so long 
that he didn "t haw time for girls ... •• 
which in those pre-liberation days of 
dating. undoubtedly meant an addi­
tional sa\ings. 

By his sophomore year in high 
school. Dutch Reagan was ambitious 
to go to college and he knew the onl\'· 
wa; he"d get there was by working and 
sa,ing for it. Hi s father was a shoe 
salesman and although they were not 
poor. the Reagans ne\er owned their 
own home . 

Aside from pro, iding young people 
with money fo r college. lifeguarding 
presents them with the difficult and 
important challenges of accepting 
responsibility and making decisions 
under st ress . Dutch. like all successful 
li fegua rds . de,eloped the master chess 
pla ~e rs ability to concentrate. to antic­
ipate the next mo,e and to quickly sift 
through all the possibilities. In his case 
there \\ere as many as fi\'e hundred 
pieces all being pushed around by a 
ri,er-a checkmate for him meant a 
life sa ,ed. ··1 learned quickly the lesson 

that all lifeguards teach themselves .·· 
says Reagan. ··to watch for the unex­
pected but to keep my eye mainly on 
the two or three places where trouble 
would begin : downstream from the 
dock and between the dock and the 
raft.·· 

He also learned as biographer. L. 
Edmond Leipold. Phd . put it. ··that 
people ha\'e a penchant for getting 
themseh·es in\ol\ed in precarious 
situations. This was true in ordinar.· 
circumstances but especially true whe~ 
they were immersed in water. .. 

Dutch would usual!, station himself 
on the di\ing pier ele~·ated about fi,e 
feet abo,e the water or on the bench 
located in the middle of the beach. Kat\· 
Boyd remembers that --he wore ; 
cutout at the arms swimming suit with 
a little Red Cross patch sewn o n it.·· 
The bib st \'le trunks were the fashion: 
but they itched terribl\' after the, got 
wet. As Reagan recalls . •• ... no- life­
guard gets wet without good reason. In 
my case it real!\ took an emernenc, 
because my job ,~a s se, en days a~\ eek. 

and from morning until they got tired 
of swimming at night. A wet suit was a 
real hardship and I was too money 
conscious to have a spare ." 

He constantly wore his glasses and 
often had them handed back by bys­
tanders who retrieved them following 
a rescue . 

In addition to his other lifeguard 
paraphenalia . Dutch carried with him 
the proverbial lifeguard whistle . He 
blew it with a \engeance whene,er a 
lightning storm threatened the area . 
The bathers. Ms. Boyd said. would 
usually take their time coming to shore 
which ··used to make Dutch so mad ." 

According to Boyd . '"There \\a s a 
wh ole crew of us that practically hed 
at Lowell"" and when things got slow 
Reagan wou ld entertain them by prac­
ticing his sportscasting. All through 
high sc hool and college Reagan had 
football fe\er and '"Oh. he wanted to 
be a sportscaster so bad.'" says \1s. 
Boyd . --He"d take a broomstick for a 
microphone and pretend he was 
broadcasting the :\o rthwestern-:\otre 
Dame games. \Ve"d all laugh and e,en 
form cheering sections. ·· 

Slow periods in the mornings were 
taken up by swimming lessons. 00 As a 
swimming teacher.·· says Fred \toore . 
··he wa s sort of quiet. easy to get a long 
with and easy to know. He wouldn"t 
get upset about anything but stayed 
right \\ ith you two or three times. until 13 
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Dutch was in her father's congregation, but he admits, "/ used 
. to look at her more than I listened to the sermons." 

you got on to it.-o\·erthe years Dutch 
Reagan·s reputation as a swimming 
instructor gre" among the families 
that stayed at the Lowell Lodge . 
"Most ofthem.-.,Hites Re.:lgan ... \I.ere 
from Chicago and many of 1hem \I.ere 

- · 

second generation lodge patrons­
some had even met there mates and 
fallen in lo\'e on these year-after-year 
\'acations ." The children of these 
patrons would show up each morning 
for swimming lessons. 

T 

· ·.-1 ., u ,:, ;111n1 11 :'.! t ,'u( tlt'r he 11 ·a.1 so n o (quiet. l' a.,_1 1u .f! t'I ala n_r. 1, ·1.- ;, and t' a .11 tu 
t.11": ·. H, · 11 uuf,; •: "t get upjt:f aho ut a11r 1hi11g hut .11urt'd right 1, iti: 1 u u 111 o o r 
th r n · :imt' ., . unn. : u u go / vn /0 it." In thi.1 / 1,/J /<, puf,l,,-/1r .1/w1. R t'm' ll!; i.1 ~h (/1, 11 
!!n ·in!! a .\\ ·. in:m1• : -: /n .1 10 ,h,, late adrt'S.\ Su.,an Hr..• 1·11 urJ 

Reagan often turned to the pa rents 
of these children for ad\ice. In 1932. 
after working through four vears at 
Eureka College. Reagan conte~plated 
selling shoes with his father. Bernard 
J. Frazier. his teacher. \·isited him on 
the beach that summer and advised 
him to seek a career in communica­
tions before settling for shoe sales. 
However. it was Sid Altschuler the 
husband of a former Dixon l!irl. \I.ho 
bouyed his hopes. Sid ass~red the 
young lifeguard that the depression 
would not last fore\'er. When Real!an 
told him of his show business drea"ms. 
Altschuler·s optimi~m remained 
unscathed . ··You picked a sound 
industry and one that should have 
hundreds of undreamed of directions 
you can follow to a great future ... so 
stan knocking on doors .. . take am· 
kind of job. e\'en rn eeping floor~ . _iuit 
get in ... This was _just the sort of talk a 
normal!\' determined Ronald Real!an 
needed~ He completed hi s fi;al 
summer as a lifeguard and after sneral 
failed a1tempts in Chical!o final!\ 
landed a sportscasters job in Da,e;­
pon. Illinois . 

Aside from these counselinc se,­
sions. Dutch Reacan .. ,as amiable ;o 
just about any con-, ersation . "If some­
bod~ came along he'd sit there on the 
beach and talk to them ... sa,~ Ruth 
Gra,bill. He and Ed Gra,b.ill liked 
talking politics. "My husb~nd was a 
republican and he . as a lad. Ii ke to take 
up being a democrat. .. 

Although he \I.a~ lriendl\ and mam 
a Dixon woman remembe~s him as th~ 
handsome lifeguard. --ou1ch \I.a~ \er, 
bu siness-lih" sa,s Kat, Bo,d "Th~ 
girb were al\l.a,s ~ittine ;rou~d moon­
ing at him bui it '.l.a~-not a rno-,,a, 
street.·· This was due in pa rt to his Ion~ 
hour~ . In addition. he . ii ke mam life-:, 
guards . was a Ire ad, in !en e . Throu12h ­
o ut high school a·nd col lege he .. ~as 
~mitten hy "\1argaret Clea\er. a spar­
kl inl.! brunel!c. tht dauehter of the 
minister of the Chri ~ti;n Church_ ·· 
\1 a rgaret. as far a~ ca n he determined. 
ne\er came to Lo\\ell Park. Dutch .. ,as 
1n her fa ther·s concreeatiobn but he 
admih. --1 u~ed t; lo~ k at h~r more 
th a n I listened to th e ~erm on~ . •• She 
dro pped him later fo r a tore i12n ~e n ice 
o fficer she met \\ hile .. aca tioning in 
Europe 
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Despite distractions. lifeguarding 
instills most young people with the 
values of work and independence. and 
more importantly it gives them a 
chance to learn about human nature . 
"Lifeguarding.·· writes Reagan. "pro­
, ides one of the best vantage points in 
the world to learn about people.·· Life­
guards observe people in two extreme 
and opposite states: at leisure. carefree 
and relaxed or threatened by injury or 
death . 

One of the hardest lessons Dutch 
Reagan was to learn was the one of 
ingratitude. Of the seventy-seven peo­
ple he rescued : 

.. _ .. not many thanked me. much 
less gave me a reward. and being a 
little- mone y-hungry. I'd done a lit­
tle da\'dreaminla! about this. Thev 
felt i~sulted. ihe only money ·1 
ever got was ten dollars for diving 
fo r an old man's upper plate that 
he lost going down our slide.·· 
Ronald Reagan. Where :S the Rest 
u( .\1e.0 

He learned that people hated admit­
ting to themselves or anyone else that 
they n·eeded sa ,ing. \1any people. 
once they'd gotten their breath and 
had o,e rcome their fear would 
renounce him. " I would ha\'e been fine 
if you'd let me alone•· was their theme. 
The y v. ould contend. writes Reagan. 
that he had made a hero of himself at 
their expense. 

Alth ough Dutch spe nt most of his 
hours conscientiously. he was not _ 
ad\f.•rs e to occasional tomfollerv. 
According to \-1r . Fra zier. Dutch Rea­
gan had a secret \\capon for clearing 
stragglers from the hathing a rea . 

He 'd skip a peb ble acro~s the ri,er . 
\\ hen J bather came askimi" Wh at v. as 
that ,- : he v.ould cas ually-rep!: . "Oh. 
no thing. j ust an ol d ri,er rat". '\ow. 
riwr rats are kno,\n to gr0\\ as big as 
alle: cats a nd according 10 one sou rce 
ha, e been knO\\ n to drop from o, er­
hanging tree limbs onlo catfish twice 
their size. The most skeptical swimmers 
could no1 o, ercome the image of that 
·old ri,er rat·. a nd soon the ;t ra gglers 
came ashore . --

\.!rs. Graybill doesn't remember 
anythmg about an ·old river rat'. but 
she does remember Reagan entertain­
ing her. "In the evenings." sa\'s Ruth 
Gra,bill. "when he'd b; feelin.g pretty 

Photocopied at the Ronald Reagan Library 

Dutch Reagan had a secret weapon for clearing stragglers 
from the bathing area. 

jolly he"d come up pretending he was 
an ape. 

The Graybills and Dutch Reagan 
had an excellent working relationship. 
"He always knew his duties and he did 
them well.- and says Mrs. Graybill. 
-He was such a likeable young man." 

One incident which stands out in 
Ruth Graybill's mind involved a man 
who came through the bathhouse . "He 
didn"t look quite right. like he wasn·t 
getting enough oxygen ." Ed alerted 
Dutch saying. -Ruth says that man's 
off-color. Keep an eye on him:· Reagan 
did and before the day was out rescued 
the man . 

Mrs . Graybill remembers that 
before she and Ed had the concession 
"there was a party that went up to 
Lowell." It was dur ing high school gra­
duation week. "They went up after 
midnight and a boy drowned." she 
says . According to Hary Hanson. 
"Someone drowns every year on the 
river ." 

At the end of each day. sometimes 
late at night when the flood lights 
shown from the bathhouse down to 
the beach. Dutch would help Ruth 
load up the truck. Ed Graybill came up 
to get her with the car. but before she 
left she and Dutch would check the 
clothing baskets. The park board 
prohibited changing in the cars which 
forced bathers to check their clothing 
through the bathhouse. "A full 
basket."' says Mrs. Graybill. "meant 
so meone was in the river. ·· While 
Dutch Reagan was lifeguard. "we 
never had one ... 

President Reagan·s experience typi­
fies that of most lifeguards. He con­
ducted himself as a true liiesa ving 
professional and enjoyed the people 
and environment around him . Dutch. 
like most yo ung lifegaurds. learned 
so me invaluable lessons about respon­
siblility. decisions and human nature . 
While he learned. he contributed . He 
safegua rded the citizens of Dixon and 
for that they remember him as ··Dutch 
Reagan the lifeguard." 
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t:ds. Note- we trycd to 
follow the form of Ronald 
Reagan' !-. letter. prcscr vinf 
both the spelling and pun­
ctuation of the original. 

To My Lady Fair and her Sister 

N/6 llen. Ai·e. 
T>ixm,.111. 

Nm·. 21. 1922 

1 have been wri1ing this lcttcrsim:e yousenl yours . I have been 
trying to get those pcrcemagc probkms. Di,on High School 
has played JO games won 3 tied I ans lost I they lied Sterling. 
They can't have the Thanksgiving game b~ause of the small 
J')OX in Sterling . I play quancrback on ,he S .~. team 5:31 we 
were going to play the N.S. team but there (sic .) captain got 
yellow and he wouldnt play . Our class at · Seb has got the 
janitor, job al the church and we gel $25.00 a monlh and were 

• pta.<tcrinJ our class room a~d were goi_l)& 10 have 5<.:outs and 
our .-lass tool< the banners for anendance and s-ollecuon •. 

. - Sat. Dixon-went to Rochel\e and beat them 27 106 the game 
.. we 1osiwas with dckalb.(sic) They beat us 6 to 0 . Dont laugh 
.. al the paper I am using. 

(Page 2) 

lle<;ausc a hd gave it to me to use for spelling and I ran out of, 
another kind of paper I had. I am writing -it in school. mon­
day we ha, a hygcne test . monday mama got a letter from mrs 
Wagner and slic said Garland has made the learn at Eureka 
1hey played Illinois last week. Oh the linle kids are having 
recess now and !heres a fight. well Its 5 • min. later and the 
fights over. 
Heres my pkt ure 
Arent He 
Darling: 

(PageJ) 
I hav\! 12 rabbits and I am going 10 kill '3 and eat them . 
Tuesday we had a Geography 1cs1 and oh say what are the 
l'0llege colors the.re. 
We have an at~aa1c end playing on our highschool team his 
name is cowboy morrison I am drum major of the boys band 
hen: 
We had a parade Sat. bdon: last. 

Well I will have 10 dose. 
now Ronald Reagan 

PS. Smell that meat 
Aini It good. 

A Friend Remembers ... 
8) JOH N E. Of.VINE.JR. 

When Miss Gladys Shippen. 
1hen a high school senior at 
Whitewa1er College High 
received the above letter she has 
no idea 1he ta lkati ve . lively kid 
who wrote it would ever rise 10 
become 1he -lOlh President of 
the United States. 

Yet a little tear came to the 
eye of Mrs Clarence Kae-cker as 

she remembered, warmly, 1he 
boy she had known ·mor I han 
fifty years ago. 

The .;orerespondance bet­
ween Ronald Reagan and 
Gladys Shipper! lasted for 
about three years, rrom some . 
time in 1921 to 1923 . 

Ronald Reagan was eleven 
years old, when he wrote the 

I 

c:,,.,_ 
-"-<I'- . · ·., 

~~-.• ~ 
-~~ 

.·~..u.-- ~-- 0 

C -~ ~ _e, ~-0---<t.r_. •,,,, 
~ ~- ~ ~ ---z. ----
~,.,~;. ~ ~ •• 

· - .,,, -?: .. • - · _...,,~_ ~- ,C)_ - ~ ~--<>· 
~ ¼ ------~ ~ /2 · -

~ ~-- --.__,>~ ~ 
M ' --~ ~ - ,<,..(. c.......,::;,-~- "'"-,.,.c~ • 

__ ___:, - -~ Zf ~ ~- , . 
~ ~-?-- . ~ . -=-~--
~~ ~ - .....,.,_ = ......._~ -

c.y-7-:..... ~l-.··~ - --. ...r...,_ ~ ~ 
c-~ ~ ..<...,,.e..:_ ~ ""7.-,f.. z;_ ---..,..__ ~~ 
- ~ , ~ ·...I. . --.... , . ./_..._~ z.::'.' ~_,., ! (... . .. ... ... ... ~~ 

> ~""--~r.--( . "Lo:..,._ • ~ . ~--...i:-:---. ::_ . 

..,...,...,~~ ....__, ~ .., -v't"';--c- z:,,, /~ • ~ . • 
-- ;;:,l. ~ ~ .,Ir,, .., -~ a 

«:.~ ✓ ""- c.,• ... -- •• ~-- "'."-<- . ..._._ ~~ ~ ~ 
4.. . -4.,<---..._:,, ~ .-. - ~ 

'-¾<-~ - ~ '~....t. · -<-<..,,.("<- - • 

•.- • ""°"\.. ~lo c::L ---~ 
-cr..-,, .c; $ - '"'- -,~~ -~ ~ 
.:i > - ...,,,,__,_ ._.._..__ ?"" - ~ .. ___, z.,,,. 

r r G,f - ·<- .- - ~" ,._ 

2> . .. .,;;;,--,......, ~~~ ~- -
~~ --- ~- "'- ~✓ 

" ·•·. -'.'-· '-C --<---.. (. ~ ~ ~ ,---~, 

/__ <?-Pf!!) ~-c.:~ 
·~ . . - ~L -~ 

• •~ ~A 

above leuer and Gladys Ship- - ~ ::.;. 
pert was a Senior in high school. 

They had met at South Cen- • 
1ral School which at that 1ime 
housed both the Elementary 
and High School. The friend­
ship was re-inforced by their 
mem bership- in the First 
ChriSlian Church. Di,on. 

One of the memories Mrs. 
Kaecher keeps in her memory 
place is of a lively, 1alkative boy 
who . although considerably 
younger. used to accompany the 
group who went to . How.~rd 

Hall 's house 10 listen lo the 
radio. 

The friends would all arrive 
at 1he Hall ' s. Howard would 
1urn on the raaio he had buill 
him self and together they 
lis1ened patiently for the chimes 
from woe. 

""I n 1hose days.' " «plained 
Mrs. Kaecker, "radio Stations 
were nol on all day . You had 10 
turn on the radio and then wait. 
When the station went on the 
air they played chimes so you 
would know they were on . 

Ronald was the youngest and 
the noisiest. We had to put a 
pillow over his head° so we could 
hear the chimes. Later he 
8ccamc an anounccr on ~.that 
very station." 

Tbe years brought moves 
from Dixon where her father 
had invented a milking 
machine. First to Chicago 
where manufacture know-how 
changed the Shipper! Milking 
mchine to the Page Milking 
Machine. But the patent was 
running out and again the Ship-
perts were moved to 
Milwaukee. It was 1he 
reputation of the schools of 
Whitewater , Wisconsin, and 
especially the laboralOry school 
of what was to become Univer· 
sity of Wisconsin-Whitewater, 
that attracted the Shipperts and 
it was in Whitewater at 300 
Summit Street that the lively let· 
tcrs came , usually accompanied 
by self portrailS (""once he drew 

himself as the Sheik of Araby'" 
Mrs. Kaecker reports). 

Gladys Shipper! did return to 
Dixon after her first year of 
college. Fr-om there she went to~ 
DeKalb for about a half:year 
and then she became Mrs. 
Clarence Kaecker. 

Over the years she followed 
the radio, movie and political 
careers of the friend of her 
youth. 

When asked if she had seen 
Ronald Reagan over the years, 
she replied, "Yes. in parades, 
when he returned to Dixon with 
his mother and finally at the all 
class reunion a few years ago." 
Sec him, yes. bu1 always from a 
far.. 

"I've seen him, but not to 
talk to.•· she confided. 

Why would anyone keep a 
lener from an eleven year old 
boy? The fact is Reagan was a 
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likeable boy. in Mrs. Kaccker 's ~ 
own words. 0 Wc loved him." 
The letter was kept with her 
picrures and even lost - for a 
while. However the were more 
than a few. Perhaps someday 
01hers will be recovered. 
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Ronald Reagan, "Dutch" to 
most folks hereabouts. has ar 
always kept his roots. Now m 
most people regard him as Lee h, 
County's first citizen. h: 

I asked Mrs. Kaecker this ~ 
question, "If you had only one ~ 
wish granted to you, whal 
would it be?" She looked at the d, 
noor of the Gazette office and e• 
1hcn through the tear that kept A 
returning as she talked and an- ~ 
swered, "To shake hands with 
President Ronald Reagan at his It 
Inauguration." b, 

Gladys Shippen Kaecker may ti 
well get her wish. Through the Y' 
instrumentality of the Dixon •· 
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himself as the Sheik of Araby" 
Mrs. Kaecker reports). 

Gladys Shippert did return to 
Dixon after her first year of 
college. f,om there she went to< 
DeKalb for about a half:year 
and then she became Mrs. 
Clarence Kaecker. 

Over the years she followed 
the radio, movie and political 
careers of the friend of her 
youth. 

When asked if she had seen 
Ronald Reagan over the years, 
she replied, "Yes, in parades, 
"-'hen he returned to Dixon with 
his mother and finally at the all 
class reunion a few years ago. " 
See him, yes, but always from a 
far. 

"I've seen him, bur not to 
·alk 10." she confided. 

Wh y would anyone keep a 
letter from an eleven year old 
boy? The fact is Reagan was a 
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un ty 's First Citizen 

likeable boy. in Mrs. Kaecker's 
own words~ "We loved him.,, 
The letter was kept with her 
picrures and even lost • for a 
while. However the were more 
than a few. Perhaps someday 
others will be recovered . 

Ronald Reagan, " Dutch" to 
most folks hereabouts, has 
always kept his roots . Now 
most people regard him as Lee 
County's first citizen. 

I asked Mrs. Kaecker this 
question, "If you had only one 
wish granted to you, what 
would it be? " She looked at the 
floor of the Gazet te office and 
then through the tear that kept 
returning as she talked and an­
swered, " To shake hands with 
President Ronald Reagan at his 
Inauguration ." 

I Gladys Shipper! Kaecker may 
well get her wish. Through the 

_ . instrumentality o f the Dixon 

I. 
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Evening Telegraph and a certain 
Mrs. Redabaugh she received 
word from Springfield last 
Satu rday that she and her 
husband would be receiving an 
invitation to the Inauguration 
of the 40th President of the 
United States. 

There is a note of sadness- in 
her joy for her one time friend, 

and that is, her lifelong partner 
may not be ab)e to attend with 
her. Clarence, as we all know, 
has had a hard year. But she 
was ~uick 10 add, " But Don 
willbe with me, though ." 

Mrs. Kaecker it is our sincere 
desi re , as I'm sure it will be of 
everyone in the Village o f 
Ashton, that you get your one 
wish. 

We are sure. the bouncy, fun 
loving, talkative boy you have 
been kind enough to show us 
through the generous sharing of 
your leuer would go out of his 
way to say Hi . let us hope the 

man he has become wilt' find a 
way to grant his Fair lady of so 
long ago this very personal gift. 

Thank You 
wish to thank publicly the 

kindness of Mrs . Clarence . 
Kaecker in allowing the Ashton / 
Gazelle to use her letter and for 
her gracious concent for lhc in­
terview reported in the pages of 
our little paper. 

J.E.D. 

President­
Elect 

Ronald 
Reagan 

Arent for Fitebe, .Laundry 
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B KA THERINE HODEGHIER to exhibits of T_a_mpico history and 
Y • .; . • . Reagan memorabili~. , , 
~e ,hottest-s~lh~g souve_rur at Through interviews with peo1"e who 

President Reagan s b1rthpl~ce m ~ knew the Reagan family and -3 E -Q 

cS~ ~ 
Tanipicd,Jll., is a red stocking cap wtth examination of back issues of the local 

-lettering;tpat reads "Reagan Country." newspaper, The Tampico Tornado, and 
The citizens of Tampico ~d ~y : . other publications, Nicely pieced 

Dixon, ' l).L', where pie president s~t • together the stQry_ ,of the president's 
his boy~. are unde~dably prou~ birth .and learned somethjng of · the 

.. -.-; -:- .. •.•-.:- , :•· ·-=-· ~~>- <'--·~•:< < ... :c<.,,--:•>' --<\ 

of a small-town' l>oy who m~d~ good; . Reagans' life in Tampico. . . 
but .whilp..,the cap calls a~tion to the . Mrs. Reagan, of Scottish and English 
al'e!l'~ p~identi_al ~. It_ serves a descent; was a genteel woman' who 
practicaf~ as well. In Febniary • -.gave readings of inspirational 
Reagan ~untry ~ col~ ~try. • . •. ·- :)iterature. Jack _ Reag!n, a burly 

It was"bitterly cold the day Reagan Irishinan, . was a clerk at the H.C. 
was bom, 70 y~ ago Oil Feb. 6._ A . Pitney General Store at the time of 
snowstoflp had swept across northern - Rouald's birth. ~ •. 
Illinois· ihe night llefore, burying fields _ . THE APARTMENT WAS heat~ ,by 
and fardis and ~ off tiny Tampi~o_ a pot-belly stove in the . parlor and a 
from the rest of, the world. On Mam cookstove in the kitchen. There was no 

Street a'Tamp b~ in an apartment indoor plumbing. ; " ···❖·-·. · · -·" .~,., . , . . •• · '-""''" ., .. , .,•-c·❖· -. •- --, · • ,:. ·;,-,,w.m,-,.•.,•.,.,.· ,.-. .. ----· I ' ' I<: 
above the First Nat!onal Ba_nk •. _Later . . Tampico (pop. 838) is well off the ·».« . , '· ~-••"' • "' - . · ' ' ·: 

that day Mrs. Reagan gave birth to 1'er ''.. • _ beaten path, a good four miles from a . ~ , . Chrlatl~n Scl~nce Mon' Of' photo 
second child, another boy. •. • principal highway. Main Street consists One of five homes President Reagan hved m when r e was 

PAUL NICELY ,AND .. HIS · wife, • of two taverns, a bank, a funeral , growing up in Dixon, Ill. . ; , 

/: 

·? 

t>,~~~.,:--:-, -(',." ··-:. 

. Helen (whose fatller bought the . old • chapel, a supermarket, a gas station . k d • the mortgage and to rJtore the home . 
bank 'liµil~g) • are re~bishin'g the · •• and not. much more. A_ restaur~t will . Fourth of July wee en • .. ,, . , _to the Reagan era. _ ; .· . .. \ : 
apartmentm 19_1~,decor, :and tI_iey hope be openmg soon. The b~place IS open RONALD REAGAN, OR Dutch, Though open to visitot-$ on weekeI1ds j 
to . open.jt to '?51tors this ,sp~g at a eve~ day from ,9 9:.m. to 4_-30 p.m. _as. he was I called, attended old So?th free of charge, the Reagan home is in : 
modest admission charge. V1S1tors now . Dixon (16,004) IS 28 miles northeast Central School, played on the high deplorable condition having been . ! 
are ad~tted !O ~ room on the gro~d of Tampico and is the ~ .mmunity school_ football team. (he . was ~ partitioned into two apartments during 1 
flqor of._,tµe bwlding, the w~ of which Reag~. remembers as . his boyhood offensive guard) ,and 1:5 credited with its recent history. · . • i 
are- lined ,. with news clipp~ and home. . All_ of ~ have a place to g~ saving !' lives as a hfe~ard on the The townspeople of Dixon honored · 
photographs of ,Reagan;dncluding one • back to, Dixon ,IS that place for me, Rock River. He once retneved a set of Reagan in 

1978 
by naming a bridge 

1 taken '!hen the, movie star return~ to Reagan wrote in his autobiography. d.entures frorri the_ river for an elderly across the .. Rock River after him. , 
Tampico to ride in a 1940 homecommg A river town, ~on_ is _the sort of swimmer and received a reward of $5. Another bridge, just a few blocks away, 1\ 
~rade. _ place Mark • Twam might have 1 . . • 1 . . . is named for Abraham Lincoln, who _ 

• A v~riety of soµyenirs is offered for •. described in bis "Adventures of • While m Dixon, the. Reagans lived m fough the only battle of his military J 
sale from post cards ~d coff~ mugs Huckleberry Finn." • Victorian frame five homes, one of which has been tom career here during the Blackhawk war. , 
to' T'-Shirts and a _;wrapafyund \ skirt • houses sit on tree-lined stree~. down to make way for a McDonald's . . In addition td Reagan, Dixon was the j 
depicting Reagan "1;~ garb: 1n Downtown Dixon . is noted for .1~ ~urant. The home where Reagan _ home ()f Louella Parsons; . the : 
Mjirch: ~ .( Ni~l~~~~ ;_:111ov~ . the ~ picturesque coutthouse and pre-CIVIi hved from 191!0 to -1924 has · ~n . Hollywood columnist, and John Deere, , 
souvenin; >Jiext '·c;loor 0fand·· devote ' tbe_.: War hotel. Thebiggesteventoftheyear pl,ll"chased . by _a __ local Pi::eservation the farm _equipment industrialisL . 
gi!ound floor of·:~e;b~la~

1
~~l)' '. ~ is the Petunia Festival held over the group that ts sohc1tmg donations to pa~ Glob&-Oemoctal-a,ristianScionce"'-r':'-- -

! -~ - ~ - .:: '!C ' ~ ..: .J..~f~~--. :;·•.,:o,I:~~---- -~ : __ - --~~~-· - •• __ - ~ --- ·· --- - --- • - ~'- .: - .:.-
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Ronald Reagan's 
Small-Town Roots - ' ; 

J - .,,. 

Eisenhower's Abilene. Jimmy Carter's Plalns. Small towns are 
the traditional starting places of American Presidents. Now a 
road leads to the White House from Tampico, Ill. (pop. 954). 
where Ronald Reagan was born. As much as Hollywood. 
northwestern Illinois forged the President-elect's character. 
The store below the Reagans' apartment was a bakery when 
their second son arrived in 1911. Later it became a bank. Now 
Paul and Helen Nicely, a local couple who own the building, 
are restoring the place as a mini-museum. Tampico is not the 
only town with a clalm on the native son everybody called 
Dutch. On the following pages are more reflections of an ex­
traordinary politician's thoroughly normal roots. 

The birthplace of 
future President 
Ronald Reagan (left) 
ls on this business 
block in Tampico. Ill. 
Local resident Helen 
Nicely calls to her 
husband from the 
room where Reagan 
was born_ 
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Tampico's pride in its 
native son ts matched by 
that of Dixon. ILL. where 
Reagan spent most 
ofhts boyhood. Poor 
eyesight limited him to 
lineman on the Dixon 

football team ( second 
from left). Summers 
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he was a lifeguard at the 
local swimming hole 
(opposite). 
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ALowly 
Linemanon 
theField,a 
Hero at the 

Town Beach 

'Tve got two hometowns," Reagan explained in a victory speech that sa­
luted both. The family moved from Tampico to Dixon. the Lee county 
seat, as he turned nine. He graduated from Dixon's North High School 
as president of the student body and showed traits that would serve 
htm tn careers ahead. His high school drama Instructor. B. J. Fraser, 
says, "He had a basic quality that any good actor-or politician-must 
have: an Interest in people." Fraser also recalls that as the perennial life­
guard at Dixon's public beach on the Rock River (above), Dutch Reagan 
sometimes resorted to special effects. When he was anxious to end his 
day's duty. he succeeded in getttng swimmers out of the water by toss­
ing a pebble and suggesting the splash was made by a river rat. 

Photography: Co Rentmeester 
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For a Broomstick 
Broadcaster, 

Advice from an 
Old Drama Coach 

In 1928 Reagan followed his Dixon high school sweetheart Margaret 
"Mugs" Cleaver to Eureka College in Illinois (enrollment 220). where 
he participated in a student strlke protesting college budget cutbacks. 
He did manage to win his varsity E. but football coach Ralph "Little 
Mac" McKlnzie remembers Reagan's sideline performances best: "He'd 
pick up a broomstick and pretend to broadcast the game." After grad­
uation it was B. J. Fraser, his former high school teacher and prin­
cipal at Dixon (above), who urged Reagan to take seriously his yen 
for work in the fast-growing world of radio. After meeting rebuff at 
the hands of NBC in Chicago. Dutch landed a job as a sportscaster 
in Davenport and soon moved up to station WHO, Des Moines. 

• . -- - - · ·- - ------ - ----- -----------
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Above.Eure/m's 1980 
football squad gathers to 
honor two college legends. 
That's Little Mac 
McKlnzie. now an advisory 
coach at 86, to the right 
C/fReagan's portrait. 
A nonsmoker himself. 
Reagan used the postcard 
at left to promote hls 
sports program-and a 
sponsor's tobacco. 

·rrwewew 
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FromAdonis 
toStar 
While covering the Chlcago Cubs 1937 
spring training camp at Catalina Island 
off the West Coast sportscaster Reagan 
was persuaded to take a screen test 
-without his glasses. He had already 
returned to the microphone at WHO in 
Des Moines when Warner Bros. wired 
offering him a seven-year contract at an 
astonishing $200 a week. In a series of 
anicles he wrote from Hollywood for 
the Des Moines Register. the exhilarat­
ed fledgling llkened himself to a "male 
Alice in Wonderland.'" + 
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THE LOU VALENTINO COLLECTION 

After Reagan's.film 
appearance as Notre 
Dame's legendary 
George Gipp in Knute 
Rockne. All American 
(1940),USCart 
students named him a 
"20th Century 
Adonis" and asked 
himtoposejora 
sculpture class. In 
I 960 Reagan won his 
star spot (above) on 
the sidewalk of 
Hollywood Boulevar<l 

f 
( 
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■ FOR A man who could be 
the next President of the. 

United States, surprisingly 
little seems to be known 
about the early fife and back­
ground of Ronald Wilson Re­
agan. 
Apart from the candidate himself, only one person really knows the full and true story 
of Ronald Reagan from the good years to the bad, from poverty to affluence, from life 
in a small Illinois village to fame as a Hollywood movie star to power In the Governor's 
Mansion at Sacramento. 

That man is ·Reagan's older and only brother Neil, who at 72 lives a very active 
retirement despite throat cancer, open-heart surgery and three bypass operations. 

To discover what forces and attitudes helped to shape and mold the character or the 
man who now aspires to the White House, CHRISTINA KIRK visited the Illinois village of 
Tampico where ReJgan was born on February 8, 1911, and the nearby town of Dixon 
where he grew up and spoke to old-time residents who ·recall Reagan as a boy, while 
JOHN LA'f"lA talked to brother Nell In his neat Rancho Santa Fe home In Southern 

Chris Kirk 

California as he remembered Ronald Reagan's roots. 
John Latta 

L
Here Is their portrait of a potential Pres[dent. 

OOKING out at his trim garden 

:~:b~tsgilr~l~~fe,v~:;r ~~=~a~ Brother and f o' rmer recalled the harshness of his early 
childhood with brother. Ronald. , 

" As a family, the Reagans had h h d 
no money," he said. "We were -
p~r folk . I'll tell you just ~ow years t at s ape 
'nch ' we were. We had gas pipes 
sticking out of the walls with a 
little tap on them, and we lit them 
for light. Sometimes we even had 
a bulb over the flame. 

" Every Saturday, my mother 
would give me a dime and I would 
go to the butcher's shop where I'd 
buy a llkent soup bone and asked 
the butcher for the calves' liver 
they used to throw away in those . 
days before they found its value. 

"I told him it was for our cat 
but, of course, we- didn't have a 
cat. So every Saturday ni~ht we'd 
eat calves' liver and omons and 
soup. The soup was good that 
night, but we lived off it for a 
week. 

" My mother would put more 
vegetables in every day, and after 
a few days the meat would be 
gone. By the end of the week the 
1-.nn<> wnn Inn ' t PVPn ;i,i,i :inV fl2VOr 

.i 

Street, one of a dwindling row of 
two-story brick buildings erected 
between 1895 and 1900. · 

The first floor of the building 
was occupied by a restaurant when 
the Reagans rented the apartment 
above it. Later, the downstairs 
housed the First National Bank. 

Helen Nicely, whose father 
started the First National Bank 
and whose husband Paul now owns 
the building, _said the apartment 
which she hopes one day will be­
come a national landmark consists 
of a living room, dining room, 
kitchen, two bedrooms·and a bath. 

"I suspect the bathroom was 
originally a small bedroom. There 
was no indoor plumbing at the 
time, " she explained. 

The possibility that they were 
providinf the birthplac_e_. of a 

John Edward Reagan (pro­
nounced Ray-gan) had come to 
Tampico with · his wife Nelle be­
cause he had been offered a job as 
a clerk in the H.C. Pitney general 
store. 

At birth, while he was still 
howling from the doctor 's spank­
ing, Ronald received the nickname 
that was to follow him through 
life. • · 

"For such a little bit of a fat 
Dutchman, he makes a hell of a lot 
of noise, doesn't he? " said his 
father. And he was "Dutch" from 
then on. 

Actually, Ronald Reagan 's an­
cestry is a blend of his father 's 
Irish-Catholicism and his mother's 
Scottish-English Protestantism. 

In Dixon, the young Reagan 
boys grew up while their father 



feeling for people." started wl 

school fri 
his life 

Chicago to use an X-ray machine . 
to show people how thei r feet 
fi tted into shoes, until it was found 
to be harmful to both the wearer 
and the o~ rator," brother Neil 
recalled with a chuckle. 

" Reagan (as Neil mostly calls 
his brother these days ) and I got 
into trouble and fought like all 
kids. We were normal boys. We 
had a vacant lot next to the house 
where we dug a • deep bole and 
covered it with wood and timber 
and called it our cave. 

"I was trying to cut wood with 
an ax, but the sticks kept flying 
into the air . I got Ronald to. hold 
the other end and swung at it, but 
every time he would pull his hands 
away at the last minute. 

" I got so mad I hit him in the 
head with the ax and spli t his head 
open. There was blood all over 
him. but he didn ' t feel anything 
and d1dn 't cry . 

I ' .. 
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PORTRAIT OF 
A POTENTIAL 

PRESIDENT 

' · I took him to the house and 
when my mother opened the door 
and saw him she screamed and be 
started to cry as hard as he 
could ." 

The Reagan family : Father Jack, mother Nelle, 
brother Neil and little Ronald. 

Young Ronald (holding baton) was drum major of the local YMCA band in Dixon. He 
also taught Sunday school, but brother Neil says Ronald was never greatly religious. 

Although the boys began to 
drift apart, they still had their 
interests to~ether like playing 
football . While Ronald was in­
terested in his birds ' eggs and but• 
terfl y collec t ion, Neil raised 
pigeons and rabbits in the family 
barn and sold them on weekends. 

When Jack and Nelle shifted 
from south Dixon across the Rock 
River to the north of town, Neil 
stayed in the high school in the 
south , not wanting to go to the 
"sissy" high school Ronald went 
to. 

Recalled Neil : " Reagan was a 
very serious boy and very quiet. 
He got good grades. but he was not 
a good student. As I remember, he 
never brought many books home 
with him.' ' 

It was Nelle Reagan who 
brought up the boys. while her 
husband pursued his business and 
followed his wanderlust. 

that he had an ideal family life," 
To all outward appearances, 

Ronald Reagan was the epitome of 
the all-American boy next door he 
later played on the screen. 

Although he was small as a boy, 
he played baseball and football 
and learned to swim expertly. 

While in high school , he worked 
as a lifeguard at Lowell Park 
where he put 77 notches in a tree 
to record the number of swimmers 
he saved from drowning. 

And all this was achieved de­
spite the handicap of being ex­
tremely nearsighted. 

Said Neil : "He can 't see the 
end of his nose without glasses or 
lenses. 

"Before lenses , if he didn 't 

--------
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Said Neil : " My dad was his own 
worst enemy. He talked or worked 
himself out of nearly every job he 
had. and he had a drinking prob- ' 
lem. When he came out to join 
Reagan in California he had al­
ready had three hea rt attacks and 
no money left. 

" He spent it as fas t as he made 
• it. He was quite a ga mbler and he 
liked the bottle." 

Hope Hinds, who was two 
years behind Ronald Reagan al 
Dixon High School. said : " Ev­
eryone knew Jack Reagan was a 
gentleman alcoholic . But Dutch 
never men t ioned his fathe r 's 
drink ing. You would have thought 

.. -~-
The house where Ronald Re• 

agan was born in Tampico. 

have his glasses. he would hold his 
hand in front of his face and look 
through the slit between two fin· 
gers to see. That way his fingers 
acted like glasses. 

" When he played basketball in 
college, he played with a mask 
over his face to protect his eyes." 

While still in Dixon grade 
school , Ronald became drum ma­
jor of the local YMCA band, Later, 
he was aq active member of the 
First Cb,ristian Church youth 
groups and taught Sunday school 
classes. 

" But," Neil said, " Reagan isn' t 
a greatly religious man. He never 
was, but he couldn 't be a son of his 
mother without having deep re­
li!!ious convictions. 

Young Ronald as a high school 
football star. 

The two main interests of high school days, said : "I just 
Ronald Reagan 's later life - act- explode when someone says, 
ing and politics - were evident by 'What does Ronald Reagan . know 
the time he was in high school. He about being poor?' 
was elected president of the stu• " If ever anyone knew what it 
dent body and starred in both his _ was like to be poor, it was Dutch." 
junior and senior class plays. Ronald worked his way through 

As befitted the most popular high school and college with pick 
boy in the 1928 graduating class, and shovel construction jobs, life­
Reagan had a high school sweet- guarding and dishwashing. Neil 
·heart who was his equal in every worked for two years in a cement 
accomplishment. plant before be could afford col-

Margaret " Mugs" Cleaver was lege. 
the daughter of the minister of Dutch Reagan was graduated 
Reagan's church and his co-star in from Eureka College in 1932, the 
two high school productions. They depths of the Depression. 
dated all through college, but After Bernard Frazer advised 
when graduation came they went him to find a job in the field of 
their separate ways . communications , he became a 

Former classmates, teachers sports announcer on a radio sta­
and neighbors still treasure mem- lion in Davenport, Iowa, and later 
ories of the Dutch Reagan. they in Des Moines, where his job in• 
knew when he was Dixon's fa ir- eluded broadcasting the Chicago 
haired boy. Cubs baseball games and accom• 

Ken Detweiler , now a sue- panying the team to spring train­
cessful insurance agent, said: • mg on Catalina Island. 
"There was something special While in California , he looked 
about him even then. He was a up Joy Hodges, a band singer be 
definite standout. " had worked with in Des Moines. 

Bernard J. Frazer, 84, retired She knew an agent who got Reagan 
principal of Dixon High School, a screen test. The test was sue­
was Reagan 's English teacher and cessful and he was signed to a 
drama coach from 1924 to 1928, seven-year contract with Warner 

" He was always well-pre- Brothers. 
pared ," he recalled . " He never The year was 1937, And Ronald 
forgot his lines. When he wanted Reagan has been Dixon's biggest -; 
something, he worked for it. Peo- celebrity ever since. :;; 
pie like that normally succeed, but Said Helen Lawton : "There 2 
you also need a little luck along the may be one or two people in town -
way. who are still irked by some dumb ~ 

" Dutch was fortunate . He had a little thing that happened in high "" 
real feeling for people and he could school , but most of us think he's 
communicate it. " pretty wonderful and we think he j 

Helen Lawton, a neighbor of the . would work for the people of our AJ 
, J!.e;igaIJs_aq_d a fan of Dutch's $iJ\CS: . . £qt!n_try.~• . . . •. . . ; . . ~ . . , • _-,, 
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$18 a week lifeguard job 
for young Ronald 

Ronald Reagan "thought 
he was a Democrat" when 
he came to , work as a 
lifeguard for Edward and 
Ruth Graybill at Lowell 
Park. 

But over six summers 
from 1926 through 1931 , 
Graybill-a secood father to 
Reagan-provided his first 
introduction to 
Republicanism. (A seventh 
summer at Lowell Park was 
spent working for con­
cessionaire Mary Stevens.) 

A well-known swimmer at 
the Dixon YMCA, Reagan 
came to the Graybills in 
spring 1926, at the end of his 
sophomore year in high 
school. Mr. Graybill initially 
greeted him with "you're 
pretty young." 

But Jack Reagan urged 

the Lowell Park con­
cessionaire to hire his son, 
saying " 'he can do it ; give 
the boy a chance,' " recalled 
Mrs. Graybill. 
• Within a short time on the 

job, however, "he liked it 
and we liked him,' ' she 
noted. 

after them because they 
needed help," Mrs . Graybill 
said that the lifesaving Jog 
originated when too many 
people shook off the young 
guard with the admonition, 
"Oh, I could have made it 
alright." At Jack Reagan's 
suggestion, Ronald notched 
a long piece of driftwood 

Testifying to his ef- each time he dragged in a 
fectiveness as a lifeguard, faltering swimmer. The 
Mrs. Graybill said that plaque crediting him with 
swimmers checked their saving n lives came later, 
clothes in baskets before Mrs. Graybill said. 
entering the water. "There He was rewarded only the 
was never a basket left at time he retrieved the dental 
closing time. That meant we plate of a man who hit the 
had a good lifeguard; there water too hard coming down 
were no bodies at the bot- the slide, Gus Whiffleberg 
tom," • she said em-. paid Reagan $10 for his 
phatically. . efforts, Mrs. Graybill said. 

Noting that "when lie "He liked it and we liked 
wenf after them, he weat him. He was real pleasant to 

r

,, everybody and treated 
everybody the same. In the 
morning if he had time, he 
would give small children 
swimming lessons," Mrs. 

! 

Graybill added. 
Working for $18 a week 

and all the nickel root beers 
and 10-cent hamburgers he 
could eat ("everybody piled 
all the onion, pickle and 
relish on, so they really got 

l their money's worth") 
... Reagan was on duty as Joog 
•• as 12 hours a day. At 10 a.m., 

he picked Mrs. Graybill up 
at their home kitty-cornered 
from South Central School, 
and helped her gather the 
day's food before they drove 
out to the Park in her truck. 

On very hot days, people . 
might stay in the water until 
10 p.m. (Extra lifeguards 
were put on for holidays like . 
Memorial Day.) However, 
Reagan had ways of getting 
off early if he wanted to eat 
and see a show. Skipping a 
pj!bble into the water, he 
waited to see the lagging 
swimmers ' startled ex­
pressions. 

"Oh, that's just an old 
river rat, " Reagan would 
say drily as the swimming 
area emptied. 

But the park held 
diversions for him. Flying 
squirrels came out each 
night at 8 p.m. Businessmen 
from Chicago and their 
families stayed in the 
nearby lodge during the 
swnmer anti r11me)n thA tan 

. --~- ~- - -
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Standing next to the sllde on the Lowell Park plar, llfeguard Ronald swept off his eyeglasses; they would h, 
Reagan watches swimmers In the shallow section In front of the water. 
floating oil drums. Occaslonally Reagan would miss the dock as he 
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·eek life uard job 
:)Ung Rd>nald 
the Lowell Park ~n­
cessionaire to hire his aon, 
'laying " 'he can do it; live 
the boy a chance,' " recaped 
Mrs . Graybill . 
• Within a short time on the 

job, however, "he liked it 
and we liked him," she 
noted. 

Testifying to his ,ef­
fectiveness as a lifeguard, 
Mrs . Gra ybill said that 
swimmers checked their 
clothes in baskets before 
,ntering the water. "There 
.vas never a basket left at 
closing time. That meant.we 
had a good lifeguard; there 
were no bodies at the 1:Jot­
tom, " she said em­
phatically. 

Noting that "when he 
went after them, he wrnt 

R·· 

after them because they 
needed help," Mrs. Graybill 
said that the lifesaving log 
originated when too many 
people shook off the young 
guard with the admonition, 
"Oh, I could have made it 
alright." At Jack Reagan's 
suggestion, Ronald notched 
a long piece of driftwood 
each time he dragged in a 
faltering swimmer. The 
plaque crediting him with 
saving Tl lives came later, 
Mrs. Graybill said. 

He was rewarded only the 
time he retrieved the dental 
plate of a man who hit the 
water too hard coming down 
the slide. Gus Whiffleberg 
paid Reagan $10 for his 
efforts, Mrs. Graybill said. 

"He liked it and we liked 
him. He was real pl23Sa11t lo 
everybody and treated 
everybody the same. In the 
morning if be bad time, be 
would give small children 
swimming lessons," Mrs. 
Graybill added. 

Working for $18 a week 
and all the nickel root beers 
and lkent hamburgers be 
could eat ("everybody piled 
all the onion, pickle and 
relish on, so they really got 
their money 's worth") 

,.. Reagan was on duty as loog 
•• as 12 hours a day. At 10 a.m. , 

he picked Mrs. Graybill up 
at their hom:e kitty-cornered 
from South Central School, 
and helped her gather the 
day's food before they drove 
out to the Park in her truck. 

On very hot days, people 
might stay in the water until 
10 p.m. (Extra lifeguards 
were put on for holidays like . 
Memorial Day. ) However, 
Reagan had ways of getting 
off early if he wanted to eat 
and see a show. Skipping a 
pj,bble into the water, he 
waited to see the lagging 
s wimmers' startled ex­
pressions. 

"Oh, that's just an old 
river rat," Reagan would 
say drily as the swimming 

1 area emptied. 
t But the park held 

diversioos for him. Flying 
squirrels came out each 
night at 8 p.m. Businessmen 
from Chicago and their 
families stayed in the 
nearby lodge during the 
summer and came in the fall 
to gather hickory nuts and 
berries. Some offered ad­
vice to the young lifeguard 
as he prepared to enter the 
full-time working world. 

''He was an all-around 
good young man. Different 
because he was interested in 
education-tile best he could 
get so he could get to the 
top,'' Mrs . Graybill said. 
"We knew he .was going to 
leave Dixon because he 
went to Eureka and then on 
to woe at Davenport. There 
really wasn't any incentive 
to stay here if he was trying 
to get to the top." 

FEG U ARD 

~pcrs. o r what have you ! 
beach guard something to 

and some fi rewater tanked 

j 
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Standing next lo the sllde on the Lowell Park pier, lifeguard Ronald swept off his eyeglasses; they would have to be retrieved from the 
Reagan watches swimmers In the shallow section In front of the water. 
floating oll druffl&. Occaslonally Reagan would miss the dock as he 
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Wearing a beanie with Borden's Milk Factory pen­
nies around its edges, Ronald Reagan is squinting at 
far left In this August 1921 photo of the caddies and 

,players of the Women's Section, Northern Illinois 

" ~ 
~, 

i 
Golf Tournament at the Dixon Country Club. Dwight 
"Light" Thompson is peeking out fourth from left 
and Neil Reagan is at center of the photo-a golf bag 
on his knee and another bag at his feet. 

t 
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Two years later, Ronald Reagan is again caught in a 
pensive pose In caddy photo taken of Northern Illi­
nois Golf Tournament, July 17, 1923. 



~'YMCA""""B~ys-~rF••nand-right out l 
What does the YMCA 

mean to Dixon? ... Very 
brlefly, it is the place where 
future Americans receive 
tr.ahtlng, morally, mentally, 
physically. The future of the 
c(nintry rests with the boys 
of loday. They will t,e the 
men of tomorrow. 

_;_"Notes from Dixon 
YMCA" column, Dixon 
Pfuing Telegraph , Nov. 10, 
t!l22. 
t • 

C' 

! •Ten years later, Ronald 
Reagan would be a disc . 

jockey at woe Radio in 
Davenport. But as a 
member of the Dixon YMCA 
boys' band, there had been 
no room for him in the 
station's broadcasting 
booth. 

Dressed in white shirts 
and trousers , blue capes 
lined in red and plumed hats 
that made them look seven 
or eight inches taller , they 
were the Rock River city 's 
pride, like a scene from a 
Broadway µlay , 

"It was a time when very 

!FOOD WORLD 
IGA 

few towns had bands; it was 
unique that Dixon had a 
band and other towns didn' -
t," notes Dean Hey, who 
joined the band in 1924. 
"Today, kids start playing 
an instrument in fourth 
grade or sooner, but in those 
days, you didn't play until 
you were older," Hey added . 

At Fourth of July and 
Memorial Day parades in 
Dixon and at the Lee County 
Fair, they played patriotic 
music like "Under the 
Double Eagle," "Stars and 
Stripes Forever" and 
"Semper Fidelis" or 
popular selections such as 
"Moonlight on the Nile." 
They practiced every 
Monday night and oc­
casionally split a token fee. 

But a charity per­
formance provided Ronald 
Reagan his debut in the 
dramatics field . 

"On Thursday evening, 
Prof. H.P . Stearns and 
members of the boys' band, 
Mr . and Mrs . Al Derr, Mrs . 
.J .E . Reagan and son, 
Ronald went to the Dixon 
State Colony (now the Dixon 

_ Developmental Center) and 
( Continued on 

following page) 
. .-Zkkd Ii lMIJZ I 2& l 
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This photo first appeared in the Nov. 7, 1921 Dixon 
Evening Telegraph for a story on YMCA recruitment. 
Taken sometime the previous summer, the photo 
shows 10-year-old Ronald Reagan in black stockings 
second from right, second row on the left hand 
porch. Others, identified in a six-month period in 
which the photo has hung in a Dixon restaurant, in­
clude top row, left side, Oliver Rogers, Ed Worley, 
Carl Buchner Jr. and Ray Wilson from left; Reagan's 
row, from left, Robert Wilson, second; Barry Lennon, 
fifth, and Fonda Peters, eighth. Those identified in 
the bottom row, left side, include Walter Krug, sec­
ond from left, Harold Rodasch, third, Richard Lenz, 
fourth, and Harry Wienman, sixth. Elmer Rice is the 
gentleman standing near the pg~t. . .QnJheci.abt~-••--1•"1U.Jml.l....:;._--
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MEDITATIONS OF A LIFEGUARD 
On they coa:H!J, houda of swia,niers, bathers, sleepen, 

or what have you! A·· mob of wat.er aeeking humans 
int.ent on giving the beach guard something to worry 
about. 

A big bippopotamua with a sandwich in each hand. 
and aome firewawrtanked away, in his busmen man's 
addition. He'll need watching. 

A "frail a:id forty" maiden out to enjoy the ripplin, 
waves. and to cling tightly to the lifeline, as she sq11cals 
aDd giggles in a vague fit of b:r,one girliebness. 

Ah! An answer to loves sweet )"ounr dream-a pt0ud 
little sweetheart dmgging her manly catch down to the 
river's edge, expecting him to e~bit a .. Gertrude 

The dow plcq,w-. ori6iMlly o#IKW eoa ~ili~ll Ederle", type of navigation. He'll hug the shore in a 
PGrlt whl~ "D11tdt" would noicA Im•-· TAt Joi_. IGn/1 truly loVUli manner, assllrinJ his anxious halfthat the 
•~ SOM.· ~ ,#J:I,..,~--"""" in 1M -~ie~ ~ temperature is really all that could be dmreci. and that 
Another ~mtu~ R~All • J'ff1'I u a 7/ftHrAT " tJw the water is merely "allu• pU?'a" arid is not composed of 
follou,ing a-rtick 111/aicla Jae ~mwd for 1w Nnior ym,-booA, alimy fingere seekinf to pull the unwary ll&t&torial 

- addict beneath the sparkling surface. 

i "On Stanley On!" "Charge boys, give them cold 
., ateel." Ranging from the ages of devilment to more 
• . devilment. a Sunday School class, from the pi~c up in 
'. - the park swarms over th11 lifeboat&, raft, and keeps on 

swarming as long as anythinJ remains to be s·,.-armed 
over. Ducking them&elvea, each other, and the big 
porpoise who has just imbibed the last sand"'ich; and 
then splashing that frail "eomebody's auDt" until she 
9queah; in mortal teror, hopping up and do'lrD like a 
ruffled bantam. Like a low accompaniment to their 
shreika and bow ls, the life guard J)Wlts the ethtt a hazy 
blue. by the use of lurid. vivid, flaming adjectives; 
adjectives that sear, and bum; words and phraaes 
relating, and describing their ancestors: brain!. lack of 
brains, and every personal defect from flat feet to big 
ears. 

Just in time to prevent wholesale &laughte:. a ne,.,. 
arrival comes to cheer the guardians drooping spirits. 
Some fond papa out for a day of res, and. xelaxatio11,.. i& 
followed respectively, and respeetfully by Mauia, Willy 
and " Oh! What's the uae?" Papa·s going to shov.- off, 
Willy who ce.n really swim loses himnlf in the crowd at 
the dock, and Mama scans her splashing pond wiih a 
wary eye. Suddenly Willy's absence i& rulized, and 
pandemonium ensues. Mama is sure his dear dead body 
ia reeting on the cruel rivet bed. until Willy inquira 
what the excitement is all about. then pandemonium 
deacends on Willy in the form of a spankinf. 

Now in thia moiley CftW there must be onera~· of hope. 
There ie, sbe"s walJcin1r onto the dock now. She trips 
gracefully over to the edge of the crol'.-ded pier, and 
settles like a butierfly. The life guard strolls by, tum& 
and strolls by ag-ain. Then he settles in the immediate 
region of the cau.e of all this sudden awabning. He 
aesumes a manly worried expre9Cion, dnigned to touch 
the httart of any blonde, brunette, or unc:lNsified 
female. He hu done all that is necnsary. She s~•b 
and the sound of her voice is like balm to a -.i.·ounded 
soul, the worried a:preaaion fades in the glow of a joyous 
rulintion, the birdies ■trike up in cbonis, and 
aomewben celestial music plays the haunting •trains 
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recognizable as ••: End✓ Day... IUt ~ 
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Katy accounts Jo 
On network television, 

Katy Boyd clued Ronald 
Reagan that " 'My parents 
were always so worried 
until you brought me in," 

and "everytime I met you, 
you left me breathless ." 

But it was when movie 
star Reagan asked Mrs. 
Boyd "are you one of the 
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notches on the log? " th 
"Place the Face" host B 
Cullen nearly stopped t 
mid-406 game show whi 
polled celebrities abo 
incidents in their lives. 

Now living near Atlan1 
Ga. , Mrs. Boyd was inde 
four of the 77 notches ru 
ning down the side of t 
lifesaving log at Low 
Park. 

But the lady who eve 
tually became head of ti 
Lee County Water Safe 
program, swimming i 
structor at Memorial Po 
and a leader of a Marin< 
Scout troop bristled wh 
she heard CBS newsm 
Charles Kouralt's joke th 
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4 of the 77 life-
"Anytime you started out 

for the raft, he watched out 
for you, because if you wore 
yourself out and went down, 
you were in trouble," Mrs . 
Boyd said. "You had to start 
above it, not even with it," 
because the river's current 
either carried the swimmer, 
or worked agaiqst him, she 
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the raft he watchec 
you, because if you ~ 
self out and went d< 
were in trouble." 
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rescues mere attempts to • • • ·" • 
get close to cute girls, she running plays and gee, it'd 
said. get exciting." 

" Dutch was very Simultaneously, the 
businesslike. The girls were river's current dragged 
sitting around mooning down as many men as 
after him, but it was not a women swimmers, she said . 
two-way street. " Eight A lifeguard herself 
years younger .than Reagan, several years later, (in five 
Mrs. Boyd, now 62, she years at Memorial Pool she 
recalls girls her age were saved 60 people) Mrs. Boyd 

'h attracted to Reagan's good recalled "five heavy fa rm 
',· looks, his seriousness about boys" dive into the river and 

the job and his, sense of head for the raft. "I thought 
humor. to myself, 'which ·one am I 

"We used to sit 011.. the going to have to save?' " 
dock.and listen to him try to although as it turned out, 
broadC11st the • ·Nor- only one needed her help. 
tbwestern-Notre Dame Most of ·the time, people 
game. He'd set up a bunch of . she bad sav!=![I did not realize 
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Tanned and muscled, friendly and efficient is the way people ren 
Reagan as a lifeguard at Lowell Park. A strong swimmer since gra• 
at the YMCA, Reagan woriled at the park for seven years - · 
following his sophomore year through the year after college. 
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, accounts Jo 4 of the 77 life-savit g notches 
and "everytime I met you, 
you left me breathless ." 

But it was when movie 
star Reagan asked Mrs. 
Boyd "are you one of the 
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notches on the log?" th "Anytime you started out 
"Place the Face" h061 B for the raft, he watched out 
Cullen nearly stopped for you, because if you wore 
mid-40s game show whi yourself out a nd went down, 
polled celebrities a bo you were ln trouble, " Mrs . 
incidents in their lives . , Boyd said. "You had to start 

Now living near AUan . above it, not even with it," 
Ga. , Mrs. Boyd was ind because the river 's current 
four of the Tl notches ru either carried the swimmer, 
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"Anytime you started out for 
the raft he watched out for 
you, because if you wore your­
self out and went down, you 
were in trouble." 

oyd" since women were commercial and airline 
Just beginning to gain ao- transport pilots, Mrs. Boyd 
ceptance a& pilots . has just published her third 
Currently director of aviation textbook. A 
~ ucation for Accelerated previous work , "Weather. or 
'.Ground Schools in Atlanta, Not," won an award from 

hich provides private the Aviation and Space 
!ruction for instrument, Writers Association. 

ning down the side of or worked against him, she 
lifesaving log at Low said. 
Park. - ---ff~ were' - Reagan's 

" .. . ·Katy Boy~_.) 
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a cash crop in. It takes cash. • 
But the lady who eve rescues mere attempts to 

tually became head of ' get close to cute girls, she 
Lee County Water Safe said . 
program, swimming i • " Dutch was very 
structor at Memorial P businesslike. The girls were 
and a leader of a Marin sitting around mooning 
Scout troop bristled wh after him, but it was not a 
she heard CBS newsm two-wa y stree t." E ight 
Charles Kouralt's joke th _t years younger than Reagan, 
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Mrs. Boyd, now 62, she 
recalls girls her age were 
attracted to Reagan's good 
looks, his seriousness about 
the job and his sense of 
humor. 

"We used to sit on the 
dock and listen to him try to 
broadcast the • Nor­
thwestern-Notre Dame 
game. He'dsetup_a.~ h of 
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running plays and gee, it'd 
get exciting." 

Si multaneous ly , the 
r iver 's current dragged 
down as many men as 
women swimmers, she sa id . 

A lifeguard herself 
several years later, (in five 
years at Memorial Pool she 
saved 60 people ) Mrs. Boyd 
recalled "five heavy farm 
boys" dive into the river and 
head for the raft. " I thought 
to myself, 'which one am I 
going to have to save?' " 
although as it turned out, 
only one needed her help. 

Most of the time, people 
she had saved did not realize 
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they had been in trouble, she· 
said. "They were generally 
huffy , although they 'd only 
gooe down two or three 
times. '' 

A graduate of Dixon High 
School, Katy Boyd started 
flying at Walgreen Field in 
1964. After securing her 
pilot's commercial license 
and instrument rating and 
becoming qualified in 
multiengine airplanes, she 
went on to fly passenger and 
fre ight char ter out oT 
Midway Airport in Chicago. 

When she wrote her first 
avia tion text in 1969, she 
used the initia ls " K.T. 
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Tanned and muscled, friendly and efficient Is the way people remember Ronald 
Reagan as a lifeguard at Lowell Park. A strong swimmer since grade school days 
at the YMCA, Reagan worked at the park for seven years - the summer 
following his sophomore year through the year alter college. 

Keepmg a farm operat ing profllab ly 1oday reQu•res capi tal . 
And it must be available when and m the amount you need. 
Whether ifs for feed, seed. fertilizer . livestock, mach inery or 
ot her purpose s, come on in and talk to us. The Holcomb State 
Sal'lk unders tands farm financing. We know 11's going 10 take 
cash 11 you're go ing to make money. 

HOLCOMB STATE BANK 
EACH DEPOSITOR INSURE D ro s,00.000 

/ .. ff) I rn AAA II I Fntr. PHO NF .'l0.?-44 1,? 
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Plaque on display in the Loveland Community House 
Museum formerly marked log notched by Ronald 
Reagan each time he saved a life on Lowell Park 
beach. Reagan saved 77 lives in seven summers 
from 1926 through 1932. 
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DIXON/AN 

F i, .,, Row-Hoo,·ER, BARTHEL\1Ess , K.1:-i c, :\lARKS, REAGAN. CREWS, SPROl' L, i:RAZER. · 

SN011d R ou·-SELA!\'DER , :\loRR1s, B ucKALoo, Hon1A!\'N , \VALLACE, CLEAV·ER , HAR~is, P ETERS E X , . 

REES. PR ESCOTT, Bo,·E v, .-\xoERsox , 0RTGIESEX, CRAWFORD, ScH~IIDT, ~ELso:-i . 

DRAM AT-I C CL VB 

The Dramatic Club ·was reorganized ·for the year 1927-28; s~veral weeks after 
the opening of school. An initiation committee was appointed and. at the second 
meeting, the new members were initiated. 

The following office rs were elected: 

RONALD REAGAN 

MAX ENO 

MARGARET REES 
,I 

B. J. FRAZ ER 

M. C. SELAl\DER 

·- r 
President 

Vice-.. President 

Secretary-Treasurt'r 

F acuity Advisor 

Assistant Advisor 

A constitution was drav.·n up and several new p~ovisions were made . 
It was decided to open the meetings to the public and by so doing encou rage 

interest in the dramatic side of school life. This plj n has proved very satisfacto ry 
as there has been a large attendance at several cle\-i'. r and interesting plays present­
ed b y the Club. /' . 

At far right in the front row of this 1928 yearbook ~hoto is Bernard J. Frazer, while 
Ronald Reagan is seen fifth from left in the same row. New to the instruction of 
drama, Frazer instilled "method" acting in his sh,.1dents, forcing them to actually 
"become" the character. Reagan was head and shoulders above his peers at this 
type of acting, Frazer said. 
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High school sweethearts in real life, their roles came 
naturally to Reagan and Margaret " Mugs" Cleaver In 
their Junior class play, " You and I." Sealed on a 
couch together In photo above, left, Margaret played 

a girl who broke their engagement. On bended knee, 
Reagan serenades her In bottom photo taken from 
yearbook. 
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D 11 A l\I A T I C CJ, ll B 

The Dra matic C lub was rcorganiz<"d ·for the yea r 192 7-28 , s~·, ·cr;il \\' L'C ks after 
th e ope ning o f sc hool. J\n initiati on committee w:1 s :irpointcd .1 11 d at th e seco nd 
mc:ct ing, thl' new nu·mlw rs were initiated. 

T he fnlki\\·ing n ff1 u rs \\'t' f l' clec1cd: 

R o:-.A LD R E,, c .,:-: 

M ,,x ENo 

M A R!',\RET REES 

Ll . J. F R ,\Z t:K 

M. C. S E I .\NDF.R 

l ' rn idn lt 

1 • icr- P ro id( 1/l 

.\ a rrtn r y- 1're a1 11rr r 

Fac11lt r A dr•i_ror 

A.r.ci1tr111t ; f d 1.• iror 

A cu n~t itut io n wa s d raw n up and seve ral new provisi ons we re m.iJc.:. 
It wa s <lccidcd to o pe n t.he meetings to the p ublic and b~1 s0 doing en courage 

interes t in th e drnmatic side of sc hool life. T his plan ha s r ro \·ecl , ·err satisfal"t o ry 
as there ha s bee n a large attenda nce at several clev~r and interesting play s prese nt ­
ed by t he Club. 

At far right in the front row of this 1928 yearbook photo Is Bernard J . Frazer, while 
Ronald Reagan is seen fifth from left In the same row. New to the instruction of 
drama, Frazer Instilled "method" acting In his students, forcing them to actually 
" become" the character. Reagan was head and shoulders above his peers at this 
type of acting, Frazer said. 
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Dixori, Rlinoisi 
Reagan Hometown See~ 
Ex-Lifeguard as Saviour; 

I 

By Mindy Fetterman : 
.5pttlLI to T~ Wt.Jh ln&ton Po!t 1 

The hopes and schemes of every small town tha{ 
ever foetered • an American hero are riding on what 
is known in Dixon, Ill; as "the Reagan thing." • : 

As the boyhood home from 1920 t.o 1932 of then• 
swimming star Ronald (Dutch) Reagan, this mid~ ' : 
western hamlet in cornfield country is gearing up to 
cash in. • • -·· ' 

"None of bs have any real concept, any idea of 
what will happen,"- said Dean Harrison, Dixon's 
Chevrolet dealer and a member of the Reagan 
Hometown Committee, formed t.o orchestrate the 
jump into the history books. ; , - .• : 
• "In Pl.aim the first year they • had 200,000 to 
300,000 people," he said of former president Car: 
~•s Georgia birthplace. "We could have five, 50 or 
50,00~ peop)e bere this summer. We ·just don't 
kn~ · , . : 

Total numbers may be unclear, but Dixon's casli 
registers are ready. ' '. 

While insisting "we don't want t.o be another 
Plains," Dixon has em barked on an organired p~ 
to lure tourists, and some hope iI)dustry; to the 
farming community and Lee County '.seat. ·"c" ' • ! 

A souvenir shop has sprung up, and pins, butto!IS, 
banners and T-shirts are on sale at two nearby 
shops.· An information center, selling .its · own sou.­
venirs, is nearly complete, and one'i:if four houses i.\\ 
which Reagan lived is being restored to its 1930s 
middle-class splendor. . [ 

The recent attempt on his life has helped make 
Reagan, credited with saving 77 swimmers while ~ 
lifeguard, even larger than life. The image of a virile, 
70-year-old Reagan walking wounded and joking 
intp .the ·hospital emergency room 'is ·the stuff ci 
which legends, and tourist arnctions, are made. : 

__ Some talk of ooat excursions on the Rock River, 
• past the park where Reagan was a lifeguard;' and 
bus tours of the town. "Dutch" chocolate ice crea.di 
has , upstaged strawberry·as the third best seller·{af­
ter vanilla and plain chocolate) for , th~ local Hey 
Brothers ice creain company, and Jim's Place Cafe 
features_ "Bo= _tea from the Reagan:Bush.." • ::·: ~ 

But the glory' of Dixon's new fame is to be tQe 
"Reagan Manor," a $5 million, 100-unit motel di· 
signed as _ a replica .of his .new. home, the- White 
House. • ••• . . .. , 

"Some would say .we're capitalizmg on it, and.·.if • 
you want to be- crass: it's true," said Mayor Georg\l 
Lindquist. :'.But we like to think of . ourselves as a 
p~ve communityr" , -, '.- '.-•: ' .\ _f, 'i:; • 

• Soinif kind · of economic booet, even one based tn 
tourism, is needed. The recession has been tough 
here. . . •. , •. - • ' .•••.. -.. , 
·'Nearly 2,000 residents have left Dixon since 1975, 

reducing the population t.o 16,000. The dusty gray 
downtown is pockmarked with empty storefronfS, 
and federal budget cuts may coot 450 jobs at the 
Dixon Developmental Center for the Handicapped, 
the . town's largest employer. ';...._ ,..:_; ,:. I,;, x: 
.f'."People .are frightened. A .Jot of them depend ® 

. that: center ,f~: .some ;kind .of a; jobf. said Glo& 
~ Ia · local · caft' waitnm. "The center keeps 'this 
town going." • 

Moet see "the Reagan thing" as a d,un to stop tJie 
flow of young people from the city, and a way io 
bring new jobs and new money in. · ·; 

But behind the grandiose plan, and the collective . 
shudder over the tackiness of tourism, lur"ks poljt!cs. 

Thoee who want tourism argue with, old liome­
steaders who want nothing to change. Rapublt&l\s 
are pouting over Democratic "opportunists," ,,two 
Northern Illinois University students . who started 
the town's only souvenir shop while everyone . 'else 
watched election returns. And others grumble that-:.a 
federal grant t.o build sewers and roads to "Reagan 
Manor" should not be used for a private venture. 

Even the committee renovating Raegan's former 
home is split between businessmen who want indus­
try in Dixon and citizens interested in a well­
preserved history. 

Reagan's three-bedroom former home was secured 
when mailman Len Knights saw that it was for sale 
soon after the newspaper identified local points-pf 
interest for Reagan-watchers. / -; 

"I get a lot of time to think when I'm-out walk -
ing, and I said, 'Hey, someone's going to turn-' this 
into a cheap hamburger stand,' " Knights said. '; ·,i 

He almoet ran to the bank to put $250 ~ 
saved for personal bills down on the $31,000 home 
barely one day before a Las Vegas speculator pf. 
fered $10,000. . ' • :,, 

Now the hard feelings, simmering for months -Ol{er 
doing the renovation locally or hiring a Chicago ar­
chitect and turning it over to' the National Park 
System, are coming to a bead. : ; : • 

"Some people," said Chevy dealer Harrison with­
out mentioning names, "want to be J)elllOnaily in­
volved, they want to do everything. But we're am­
ateurs. We need to get a real architect t.o tell us 
how to do this right." •. , ~ . , 
, A Chicago architect has plans for a $500,000_ re~­

ovation . .of the home, ~on the wrong side of tow_p" 
when Reagan lived there. Knights said he can di ~t 

. with volunteers and donations for a fraction of tliat 
cost. ·~, - - ·--''·:--;~ - - ;· :, 
- . •rm just a mailman, and fve had _the Republiq\n 
Party say they had a · plan to turn the hoose inJi? 
their headquarters. They are very jealous of me· and 
mad that I did it first." i .• . ~ V 

_ Unfortunately, tourists lured by Dixon's plans 3fe 
looking for more than they can find right now, -for 
the town's plans are still just that"- plana. ;'. .. ~ 

Drywall is being put up in the unopened infor­
mation center, and the only real progress at the 
Reagan home is a new sign · out front. Fake bril:k 
siding has been peeled off, and the inside JS a mess 
of di-opclothe, ladders, peeling .P,filllt and, ·of course, 
a few souvenirs. .- - - -,-- ~ - - - · - _ __ ,:: ~ • 

~e had a _bu,load in_ from-Wisconsin the ~ . 
day, and I felt" FmrY. for them;". said wai~ Boca 
"They came all that way jll!<t to see Reagan's home, 
and have you been over there? It's nothing but an 
old empty house. They said they'd never come back 
here, and I don't blame them. We should have held 
off on the publicity 'ti! we were ready." • • ~ .z 
.. Dixon oopes to be more' p~ by the ~ 
vacation season, but even Harrison admits it may fie 
tough. • • • ' 

"I mean, as far as the Reagan thing; there's cmly•a 
little bit . here. A house, the dmrch_ he went to, la! 

, school. But there really isn't anything else fOl'"tooi• 
isb! to d<i. I mean, what the hell are you going lo do 
in Dixon, Illinois"" • • ;:- ;~ 

,-
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Cheryl Michel, Rock Island, didn't think anyone would want this 
1920s-era stove. But, thanks to her and her husband, Jim, it'll have a 
place in President Reagan's boyhood home. (Times photo) 

Times story prompts donation 

RI stove's a part of· history 
By Jim Arpy 
QUAD-CHY TIMES 

Should President Reagan care to brew 
a pot of coffee during his Feb. 6 visit to his 
boyhood home in Dixon, Ill., it'll be np prob­
lem, thanks lo Jim and Cheryl Michel. 

propriate for the home. 
'"I honestly didn't think they'd want our 

stove when my husband told me he'd writ­
ten to Mr. Thompson. but in about five days 
we had a letter back saying they'd really 
like to have it," Mrs. Michel says.· 

Thompson said the stove has been 
authenticated by a slate curator in Spring-

The Rock Island c(\uple.dP.nated the field, who said it was the type of inexpen-
1920s-era Detroit Jewe\~ gas stove that Will sive arH/:!~ fhal WP'!!d haveibeen in the 
be mstalled ID the rest red Reagan home. !Jome a~ t~¢:tii:nfIJ.eagan Ii :ed there. 

t ·,"It'~ )\'9[~ jµst I!;;: too," Mrs'. ''Werea]]y <!,on't . .pre it came 
~,c~i:1~r.s. . 1~ • • · ,, , fr9m. ll_)Vas)eft Pl t~~ .ept or lh\! )ast· 

. Mic_hel wrote ~o w lliam 'l'ljoqwson, .a :{10,11[e ~~ :!Jv~g !1!· Wli!! !i.l<ei;i the peo-
. _mernber_.gf the lj,Q~ ,B.,qy)lood p\e\ Yho ha,d moved out '. here it Iiad come 

Home F91!!!d{1liQ!);.af\ g '!! l~e.. , t rom ·lht!y srud that they didn't !<,now - 1l 
Quad-C1fy.Tijne~·~IH1-t ,gmpsdn, /l_fD1x9n, " •• , ag !le~n i , US!! w}, 0 n they mov~d m, • 
was going lo visit the _yad-\::1lles ID a ,,.' " ,f'' oo.f' 'ii•, ,; ;; \"'., ,: ~' -~: 
search for penod pie· s that wouj d'Qe ap, ••• , t 1 The'stii s !Jpq){~ 111farid still 

• / ·1 • ·• • t 
- f~\ •. , ~/'., ·.,.,,,,J"F.,,t, 

worked. Th'e Michels took it with them 
when they moved to another hou$e. 

"We'd grown fond of it and it was just 
loo good to leave behind, tjJough we didn't 
know just what we'd do with il," Mrs. 
Michel says. 

The stove is while with rather spindly 
legs resting on claw feel. The oven is on the 
side and there are four small burners. The 
stove would be dwarf~ by today's larger, 
more substantia!m9<1els. 

• The Michels say they'd like lo go to 
• Dixori\q siie t»e\fJfoy~ in the Reagan 
J itcpen, lmt they(!lgn't ~ow whether 
they'll be there \f!!¢!l the P;resid!!nt yisit.s 

'.'.\'f~.:;V,!l9Witold we1I get some kind o. 
_recpwt101J, m::iy . cil.ft:'!Yue .or sc,methmg 
-~axlJ!g we !lOJliilp_ tpe Stole, We're Just 

·_g_ la<) ~p~g)!j~~ l!;1i- Mr~. &) ichel says/21 
"··· • _. l ·-1,_· J,r ..-1 " ., ) 

I ·. •.. ,·-. -~\:. 
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I Reagan helps renovate 
his hometown theater · 

Ronald Reagan has donated $1,000 
toward the $4.1 million renovation of 
the Dixon 'Theater in the Illinois town 
where he spent his childhood. 

The donation arrived Monday, 
Mayor James Dixon said. 

A fund drive has raised just over 
$300,000 to renovate the landmark 
theater built in the 1920s, said the 
drive's president, Linda Brantley. 

The theater, once a popular 
vaudeville house, wi ll be used for 
community dance, cpera and theater 
productions when it reopens, she said. 

( Ju± /60 ); 9/IS-/c;o 
r.OMPII i=n ff ( 808 EATON 

I/le Out loo/( 
Sepb /5
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Sunday, Jan. 5, 1997 FC The Star 

Reagan site threatened· 
The dilapidated bathhouse and snack 

stand in Dixon, Ill., that served as lifeguard 
headquarters for a young Ronald Reagan 
needs a quick cash infusion to avoid 
demolition. 

Starting in 1926, the future president 
worked seven summers at Lowell Park, 
where the Rock River flowed by a once­

popular beach. 
"Dutch" Reagan cut 
a notch in an old log 
for each rescue, and 
says the tally 
reached 77. 

That log is gone, 
while the bathhouse 
is still there. The 
park uses it for 
storage, but the roof 
is crumbling and 
officials have given 

REAGAN restoration 
supporters two 

weeks to raise $10,000 needed for 
repairs. 

"It's really kind of a snapshot of history. 
That's what we're trying to preserve," said 
John Thompson of the local Chamber of 
·commerce. 

"We think, ultimately, because of the 
important role it played in the former 
president's early career, that it will be 
interesting for people to see." 

Thompson, who expects to raise the 
money easily, wants to erect a display 
explaining Reagan's work there and possibly 
open a new concession stand. 

Reagan speaks fondly of his boyhood 
home and his lifeguard work ·- "one of the 
best jobs I ever had," he wrote in his 
autobiography. 
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D3yS iJf {iil,f~bjirg ·recall.C.d 
, Loc:a.1 ,h~istorian • 
I~ ,. • .; . , 

I provfdes color 
for 'Dutch Treat 

... ,~ :- - _t;, 

Luncheon' 

the addition Belly jelly beans, President 
of Galesburg Reagan's favorite",snack: , 
and • Mon- Galesburg . City Treasurer 
mcmth to • . Tom Wilson, a loc!U historian, 
·the .Ronald · told the audience a little .about 
Reagan ,!T,r.ail. ' ·~ ~on~d Reagan . an~ • Nancy 
Miniature ' Davis _R,ea.gan's days ·· rn. Gales-
white cowboy bur~. . , •. . . 
hats with a Wilson srud • tp.e • Reagans 

By JOHN ~: PUL1J~M • band mark- traveled from. Chicago .by t~ain 
of The Beg1ster-Mall ing ·tihe event • w~en. ~onald'.s father, Jack, ,got 

. GALESBURG - Diners at and the ·"~ate , .. a Job ID th,e "~h~e d~partm.:1;t!· 
:Friday's . "Dutch Treat Lun- were at e~ch Reagan of Ga~esburg ~ .· Q'.T!,, JqJw,~0,1:1 
cheon" : under- ,the :big ·•,tent place ·-set:tmg, . de.partmen~ .. stor.~. Accqrd1,11g 
as Sila1 Willand'· Eleinentary while ' .everyone r re_c~iv,ed . a. t0 WH.sop, 11! .a1mears :they mar 
~cho.012,:.officiaHy celebrated . commemorative bag of~-.J:ell-.Y-· * -·· • See-·~~'!,~~~'ft,!1t:i~1:0 ■ • 

:ti. . ·... . iJ , w•ire } chools in paksourii at 1,i~ ;'h!"'se Oo~staii,iy/ ~il;;;;; qo,;,bin,.,;i ~.fos1,lli~oXVi\1e i 
;' : .'"' .'. , , , , '. ·, 7 l : .! · ; . :g· ~ lhe·t1ffief .C: •• ·7 •. h =- --:- · .. ,,.--: • t,~"'\.<¥ .S,aid. _.., .• e;....,,;,.:c,.;.. ·\ ....... ~ ~; •. . ;~t ·• ,.f1,l.ycees,...._ . :? .. , ... -~;ft~, . " 

S . ·. ;:al,e,~:;nr" -.· , "There Js only one of those .. , Much of her tinie; 'fie,safd~.".'.~ ~loelc.\:.; ofte~ e .;'.back.:.foi;, 
;r: i .. ;>i",; .: .;. Y , . • • llthat,remaihs.today/'Jhe_said, was ,,s,pent .at t.p.e .:iorm:er.:N:el- • Jfai:lroati .IJa.'ys.,.,iW:ilion.7f~;aitC. 
r :• Fr:of1!.•~age)~~.:1 • \ ·•. . . tl:at, -of.~ourse,_ 'b.emg Reagan:;1( son'.~ '~O?fec.tJ@rier.y;whereshe ,ajii\,bjq_tj,ghfe:S~~unityJilepple ai 
1 hav:e .. ,~tteil•,«)ff"the ·train '·in .scb.go]J, Sil.as Willar.d. ,r ~ . would .sit ;on, the ,count~r.;,~d 'SJ.o.ckr,an:m <the ~ai1>.toad,D,ays 
. . onei~'a''.',a'"'n'<l' a Pelafive·may 'have. - ,G .. 'a1esb.arg 'had two .• daHy beg ·f,.· .-o. T. ·cand"{; .;,i • . .,.:,~,· ,/'.;:.•,•· ·roo.,; .. ·' I • .• - -r.\ ,·".' -:. .'.1.· .. ; •. : •. -:-.••• ~.~••,;/ w._ • ., °'.'." . - . • • . ·. ' . , J • • I . , ,~ • i • '.._, - • • . . -~~ ,·" ~• •~" "• c"' 

. brqagijt ~Mm i0 -Gal~sburg ,by, · .re~sp.~pe.rs;, . .no. ~ondi Build~ . ' • ~t ,>,w,as .,µur~ng this ' fan~, . ;·: .''.!S' there ·".,ariyt~ir#g ::~~p~.c_ia.1 • 
.lJ,orse andbHggy, . , . mg, I,,~ncolrt Park.had op~nec;l, :Wilson sru.d, that Galesbn,f!f~ .. Y.0t1·hag 1to.:do?'' 'f.ilsi?RSc:!Id·he 

. ,, :··)Y'h~tw,as ;tliej;r¢lafive:resp_~n- buJ fL8:ke Sto~ey ~had net yet do~n~0~ boom1eq. TJ.:it;.,,~ .ondt as"kecl ?n~ oLfhe sec}!fiitY '~~n:' 
. s~bl.e for the Reagans' movmg cqme ,rnto ·bemg: Street'cears · ,Bmldm_g :went"'.;up 1~ .•:192&; . ':"Yeah, · ,we ·p.a;d;t JQ .,,fm,1sh 

~-t~ ; ·~aleslJ.ur,g? ., Wilso_n> -said, -it -~ook ~.p~sse~gers to;~onmOY;th~ , Sea,r~.,. a :C::·. Penn~y· ,and: ;Ot~rt , be~w-4 . hi~;'r 'Y'*•i~:~Vsa1~ the 
.t fll~Y :~h~v,e .been :,Fr~:¥,Regan, Kn.ox;vdl~ . ,and , Ahmgdop.;,, a .de~artm,ent st?~es ,op.erred .:en ,. ,¥1-an,t,old:,Iprn., ·1 _,0,;,,sJ!.~":t~,_,,,w';. .. 

c, ,e;v;en though ,the .speUmg•_of. the , hmulythin.g :f.or the~eagan.s. _ G~'lesbur~.- ,L ·., . ·-;J;.~; "' /··. ·_ iF0llqw~g~iW·J1lson~s 1:anr0.gtam, 
: b l~st ·n,a~e,i~ ,~ifferent\~eaga~ , / 'Th~ • Re~g~ns . :i'.hdn't :~av~ . . '!,We . s.~11rted;pl'la".'ing xoa~~·.,, Carp1 _;;--Wa~~~0t~·"?~f 1~"i:x~n 
~ ~w:as a sign pamter. , itJt • m?tor,ize~ ·, . · ~ transportat10~, , . m Galesburg,:~ W1lson;.i,:sa1d:. and.-J:'lm, F,y~,ei·.0f Ear-e•lca,;: ·tlie 
G ;,:'.;His ,;:Si:g°: J:-S~o,p· w~f~J tight · ~ilson '.~.afd; '.~'-T,l~e .:~estthe.;v,~1tad' ·!\l_ thlrik\it ,.was, :Bi:>b_~he~lian's~,- ·chafrni~ ~~rfioe~h~m~of ' 
·across from the o. T. Johnson ,was ,the/~ather s. bike: • ',., ;-· ... fault there ,}Vas~s.µch a delay:'' . • • the .Rorral'd "Re.aga4 ;Era# :Asso; 
sfore;'' 'Wilson ~aid. . . 'E~e,:110J?ulation :.was ~.~:4,000., •\".'J:he may0r.,Jai1gh~d1 one •@f a • ci?ticin,_ pr.es~~t~q -:a:J~ge':blue 

The · • u .S. l'P,vo'lvement m leadmg _ Wilson :to }Oke, tj 0 . ..f0r ,r>;u.mbe.r of ,people s1it:trng .. at .the , . and wm,te 'bannei: to· GMesbu..r:g 
5' Wodd War 'l began while the those w:p.o say we· :don't ·grmy, head 't~bl~ ;that,,,WHson .kidded • Convention. '' ':~nd /''fVfsitor'?s 
J Reagans lived here. Wilson.said we .di,;tgrqw:,, ,_,c.• • . •• 4qrin,g_hi$.,p.p~~eritation. ~•,.. ... 'Bl:lreau'' ·Ex'etuttv-,e>.Difector 
-· Ronald's mother took her ,chil- • Nancy 'D_avis,the future fiI"st· 0

• .'fher,e wefe only th11ee sfofes . , Dia:ae· Bruening:" The · banner 
~ dren ,to the ·~rain .depot often to hid.y1 ~all_l,e her~ in }.9/30: .H~r>,;. _in tli,e ... no~ r,,fl,;?~def ~fa~ 'to : i'~. "sirp.ilar. t? t~e '~eagatr :r~t?TI 
,! see the s0ld1er;s_ pass throug1:1: ·St€?p;f~,1:n~1: ~~s r>s,L~yal l?<!NlSG"' ·Hen(lers~:n;i.;r :':S~.r,~(:lt; 'bUSlll_es~ s1gns!C ,1:ni,t :tlS Q,lµe an<J ,white, 
2 , •• 'f_Ne'lhvon:ldfg1:y.~ :~om~ !110ney •. JVf'?.l}fyd., qg,}¥,Af!iut,~vt;,n,J.!~: '_..}~f"1<\••i1l1r}:P-~:t!t._aterf;·;.'li"~''" 3;:,,io; :x41J:ier f~aN,:;Q~own : ~d :whit.e . 
. :1to~1r~}l?,9:¥~}~ ,!.!hl:l~ IW'onltt!J~O ,. d t1 ~r,•}lli~}\1• l,P~t;; fq,elr,,i~~~~~ c·, . 'Y¥~n~-h~c,bt t ~~t}f1,~iru11fB:~t • t~~fh{th~J~feftft~q . .3ttt~:,">~~ 
? UP:f.ail~~~•l~eit ;Hem:•;sooie,rm~ey :~ :t:;f11ESJ·~ }.'rW.t1=:~ !91f~~ , y1s; •' Tf0J!ll~J;r Be,~~~tar,y;;c O~; ~~pc~l- . have~a. ,m::of1,f~~ .Rea~f1tl:..Ji,l the 
1: and~wis'li .f>hem.0 '1uck-" he said. Wilson said. "She· ~pparently ,.,,ture .J.cjhn .Jack" Block, after " top ·:witJ:r • the'"' -.words . "Ronald 
"I · ,There ·were 15 ;tudents in ' also lq:J.ew fornier NFL peferee·; -(irst -noting no~ proud ,ev~ry- Re,:1.gan. ·n;-aii,'!arthe :bottom. 
B Rona}dis, /,ffrst-,grade . class· and motivational ,spe.aket, . Art one ·was ·of B.lock wne:nhe w,as • • (. 

Fremo~t'SfreetWas then a dirt Holst.,< . . .. " : :, ', . • : \ named . ''Ou\st~nding ' Y'pung Contact John R. Pu,lliam 
road: . -'1He lived · ·over on North 'F-armer . .in · tl:ie United Stat-es;'' at 343-7181, ,Ext .. 2il$; ,or: ·,, ,., ·~· 

Wilson said ,· th.ere were 11 • .Street and Nancy Davis. was at , after being noJ?Jnated· by th~ jpulliam@register~mail.com. 
~·~- ---~-.::.._ _ _c__~ 
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St d .,1, • •. , . 'b' · • nizers -asked Monmouth'.s third~grade- to be pa.~tcof the 4edication;service he u· en,LS .reme-m er students from ,,l'{;a:r.aing. :afid '.• W,i111ts· •wanted to con:~-dbu,.te ,something' spe:l~\:" "' 

fam O U·s 3 v:d' -g raa; ,el" . prim .. • art s~. hoo'l.·s t cirpartic~p.· .• ate rn ;the • •C·i.~l.· ·to the. -a:ie_-~~:1"_:,l~• .• ;.,to .• . }b_. -l: h. ollis~d .i4 .' 
• • I ' • • : .• '.:' dedication of0 Momnouth'.-s ,~nt:ry mto - the Map-1e:<;ity C~~y·C!~mpany. ,-

, By CAROL OLARKi . '' :' th~'RR'fA/ . " - ' ' .l<t ' r., . _._What.he_gave *~~-:a :~ru.:i~yjar~~llof ,,-
of The 'Register-Mail ' • . !he students . ,sang sev.en~ pat~1- Jelly bean§. Ch~l'l'I!p.D.' i,§'f1(d.; P~es1del)-t . 

. ' otlc songs and lead .t:he a1:1dierace m Reagan. 'l0ved ,Jelly'NbeaI1s,:s-when ;he . 
MONMOUTH - The -cfty ,of Mon-. the Pledge of Allegiance; but' 0more • was in the ·third. grade .irLl\ifonmo_ufu. 

mouth honored one of its ow:n Friday . importantly, the .stu,delilts ,go.Uo hear and that 16.,,.e ,.ot the, cand.t: continli"~d 
morning 'by becoming -the w~stern ,ab0,ut R:eagan-J~om:a ilv1olilm@1tth,man • thmtlghouf,,ihis ,life ... . :::I"he:-,,1p.resider,it 
terminus -of t he Rqnald R~agan i, who .not on{y has his•.-;,ow:n.:,::r9·<1>t~ ~in had j el~y beaN.s:m the3dinili-g-il'ooqi}iri 
Trail Asso~iation, ,a · g,rou~ ·of central • Monmouth but ,s.erv.ed1'wit½i•'fh~ ~r,esi- the ·White, Noui;e, :i11 Jn ~_,OvJiJ.. ,0(,t:¥itW 
Illinois ,cities ,and' townir -that fri o_ne I dent _cfuring / ~ s 'fi.nie tt-at tpe'"< WJiite and 'the eabin:et :ROOlll.f' ,t {'"";, ./ ~; '.: ,(; 
way or another'i.1JJluenc_e'q th,e tif~ ;of 'Iioµ'se. :. . 1f /f' _·. . . . -<~ Z;;:~ \.} _-. • , • Chctpmari, riec:;.ei¥eij~:fne'. c,4id¥, iar: .. 
President ,Ronald ~ eagan. c/ ' .. i/' · ••• Bruc~:Chapmaµ\ ·Rea:gan's;ca§~Js'tant ,t·when °he-o.ile'fit! .th~}:White ' ?H6µse:,;;f:o, : 

.Reagan w:a:s ·m 'the tlhitltgrade when , cliief ,of pl ~nni:ngand eva,J;ua1:10rif1t0:td ,, )become :the U.S: .Amb~ss aq:<im•: t.~t,,:;~ e. • 
he 31,ived in .Monmouth; so :trail ·org:a- the :studt •• , .,, '• •· ·· • • •• • • •• ~- • • • ~· ·' •• •• •· '' ·· "'' , ..... . • 

r/1.t; 
<fr 
zii 
A:t 
:o 

iii t ·l-': 

1<. ~y,wr. :r. :}ifj.p~djell;y_Jb_. e.a.n.· sAt9;giv,t\ ,_ii''_' '".L• . 
. . ea..cli ,o.f1€he"lhita1gracte.sriloents ""· Monm .. 
t a~ifli~Y,:.{eft t~e .~e_dic,ation,: . ~Ollle_-£~9.i,p,sphqoLf?,yc,[ )bm 
8 , ~';I -~tlfiII~'\~~a_t Je,J\~ b~~ ·:~one .. ),'cola~$ :m~ie·s. ~t'.wa~ l:ijs ~~;-
~ n:.es_t_101;1 :'J~,C 0fltt·~ ~ :?fo~.:.~ on" .•_ iR:ankm. ~:~d;·\V~~0·1gi~£l!Ue,b 

moufh,'' 1eliapman·:sa1M··. ,,..,, • ''non theofr0µt po:rc'h an.-o •s~nt 
C - Ohapman 'tol~ -;flie students J.hoine:":Reagan\oml:y 'ir:eturn:e 
;( Pr~sident Reagan, had _· a yg,r~at Moni110~th. <?nde ,c:i_fte~ . m@ 

.sense,,of :God .and c0Ihpass1on awa.y ~ th .his :{amil~;,Erhat 
·and was :colilsidera,te-of pthers. . . duringJa jpresidentia!l :CanJ..f> 

Thi.rd7graders l\tlax O'R.iley when 'Rea,gan macle:a ':polit 
and ,{;;orb.~ 'Bethel told .:a story stop in't own.' • ·' . : ;: 

. ab:out <,,Reagan.< findin.g four · ,:' .h . . , h·~~ , , . 
E.ba)?y>birds on .the ,grouncl ,a.np Contact Caro'l ,Clafk cit (309) 
,e aw ,empty bircJ. nest. l~ea,gan 7.34-4721, ,or .ccla:rk@registef~ 
r: gather-ed up the 'birds, put them :mail.c~m ., ·, 

• I 

:1n~u$tri~s; pr~~ents'1Bruce 1qiiapmant..ia~m'ember af President 
Re~~~riJs.;C~bin~ti. .,a·:~Y~t of~thE(pres_ide'nt :mad~ at Warren· •. • 
1Ach1evement ,Industries. " • 

~.cl. I - •.')!-

,r 
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Reagan·: ceremony at his -old ~:phopl 
By JOHN R: ~UL!-!AM . ifornia And w~nt t0 'f'ti~ Rt,11g'an~· , 
of The _Regi~ter~Mail • • home. He knocked on the door. 

• Nancy Rea,.g,w. • opened it, Block 
, . GALESBURG ·_ Once upcm ,sf!.w,;tµ~ nt~§iqen&el_fct and ___ _ a -
a;'.t:irn.e, mMY years ago, a little . fe~ trusted1'aa.\ri~edr: , 
boy who . w6u:J.d> become p'resi- _ . '11 had a : great a,dvaritage in 
dent walked, the hallways of 'th&t piscussion," B.lock said, . 
Silas Willard Elementary School'. 'lbeca,µse I was the 0nly one j.n 
A\cefoQrAtiqq~of that little qoy, the . ·rqorrt tl.i~t !{new ~ything 
R;on~d Reagaµ, who, became· the about a,grioij)tqre." , 
leader of the .fre~ world; was tp.e Block returµed 't9 his Los 
reason fQr' ~iilay's Gales\:mrg Angeles. hotel room ,to find the 
Ronald Reagan Sign Dedication phorii' ·.d~g~g..•. He , ~swere9 . it 
Program ·at the school where and Reagruf was on . the phone, 
President Reagan a.ttended first asking him to be the Secret;wy 
grade anq. part of se1=:ond. . of Agriculture. , • 1 • • 

sortie of• tµe ~ost f;;iscmating . • :mock sai<l ~eFl,g;m Qqp ca}?i-
stories • about the • net · µi~~ting~ liJfoyt 
fQr.riJ.er "pies1.dent, once a week, µsing 
not surprisingly, 1them SO!Jlew~-c!t 1,~~ 
came fr,(i)ip: those , a PO/ffid nrn~tµig, '.i,\ ¥ i 
who knew.him best; 1In th9seyears with 
tlwse who actually . Reagl;iii • -on farms 
worked -with him. across , ,the natipn, 
jdmi ·"Jack'' . Bioelc,,,, • flyin.g 'Vith Jiim •J)n1·,1 
who served . , as: • Air . For.ce 'One • and 1 

Reagan's Secretzj-y ' iQ. helicopters,, 'Block I 
. of Agriculture from ~~M . one thii;tg 'Y~s •t 
;,,i9~uo ws~, nainted, ; ·ap,pa11enl :11,;J;1' ,, ''. , I• , 

a ~Jll~d•~.,;ey_e ·µiottir.e I '/He wa; ~w.w~Y'S,' SO· 
of how h1:: beqame, &. ' , a,t· h9m,e witqdpecjp!e : 
Il}e~b¢rofR~qgan's I • ,' :,,"~":i:H ·- ', , •• : t:i.w~lJ\me:tticaiwd 
ca~~et and . wnat it wai; '-like, to , saj'f!llf 1!QW ~!' • • ., mi,d .Wl.i~n,, 
S~ft¥,~bn, trrArposifigil. . • ygµ 'thinf . I ! t'8 1Wherlii '. 

s+.:e21t,J/!: fti:d • the· sta e ih the ii:f -tier .,s • •I' 11 ,said. :t • • . _p . ~~g yffl .. ,.g . _ .ll . Q~,- , -H . . • . , 

.Sy~if F"P.ard'7(:zyJD,P.iiSil!rh.~ r~gl ,., .. :::~;;.; - r~p ~ ija r1 
.wm.te ~s:l pi~~ \:lallQpns i;>n eac;li, ~ti _, ,. o, ,, clg . . Rea~aJT J 
'si~~ of the .s_ta,~~ apd_ n~ar .~he was ~t1;1-te . .,:.Dap, Rµther.forq, 
trm9:t;1qphdne, ~~d_patriot1c bun- R-Pontlac, w o. a,t ,tp.e _agE:,ofg1 
tiqg on the front of th~-stage - - was n~ed Reaga,n's <;:ampaigfr · 
,Blo~ks~id, :'.To this d~y; I marvel coordin~torJ~ Illippis, . . • •• 
at the way.it developed." Rutherfol!d ._ s,aid the · Reagan 
. He was tl}~ state director of campaign he,i;\dqu&rters were in 
agriculture and read a story in . Schaµmbu:rg. Occasiona,lly tqe 

, the Wall $ti:eet .Toµrnal listing campaign µi~µibers were. told 
&bout 10 candidates for t.he Jjosi- surrogates W(;re coming to carn­
tion. Bis name was on the list. paign, • news -'.usually met wit};J. 

, Then-Sen. Bqb :pole was in his disdain. One time, Rutherford 
cor:n.er, pµ,~hing ,for a ·"4an<l$-on recalled, they1 wer~ -told "w~•:r~ 
fcµ-mer'' for the cabinet post -going to ·have George, ;Bus.h's 
• "I was dumbfounded beca,use sons qome -in;", , , , .. 

I didn't know Sen. Dole," Blqck At t)le time1 meeting Jeb and , 
~aid. - . . . . . George W. Bn);h did:q.;t impress ,, 

Block 1>a1d as . Reagan began Rutherford. . 
to choose his cabinet, all of the He recalled 0ne instance when 
choices were from the East Co_?st Reagan was in Chicago and was 
and the We~t Coast; only two sec- heading for ;;i. CqlllPW.ml ~top in . 
retary positions ·remained, labor - St. Loµis. ,Th~ <:'{llllpaign dectded 
and agriculture. • it wanted to ma}ce a stop iI1 cen7 

Dole lobbied for a . cabinet tral Illinois. 
member from the Midwest and "Where do w~ take O-ov. Rea­
said to Reagan, "I hope you will gan tci getthe most ·exposure?" 
consider my hands-on farmer Rutherf qrd asked. , • 
candidate," Block said. Rutherford remembered it 

The Gilson farmer flew to Cal~ S~e ~eagan, Pl:lge A-10 ■ 

.ReagalJ .. · 1 
> I ' ,- • 

::,ill Frqm Page A-·V , 
. was Illiqoi& Stat~'s' homecomihg 

- _JI and: ~Wl~d dw vt esident 'Of ISU. 
' .' ' /!H,qw "\VC:>hlcf yo4 like (o have 
:, the - futur~ president 'of the 

. .., J Jnit~d States in your )lqmecqm­
c· in.g parade?" he;isk~.ct: •.··· :.:"". ·, 

•- - •• ~-·- - _.!... ':-.• . .. ~f )'N?":·1:tt,1 

. Needless to s;:ty, Ronald and 
N~9y,. Reagan \.Y;ere ponprarr 
J{~q~µi~s Jhqt,~?Y,1p,ausiµg qqite, , 
, a stir on the campqs in Normal. 
. Friday's program· included -
, uarticipation by Silas Willard 

' -· ~tµdeaw ffp~r,r '.w~re only, four 
,cJaS$.t00ms when Ronald started 

• ·sd1oohthere in 1917. • • . • ' 
' • •· . 1'Rqnalq Reagan, president of 
ti:fl}e, Pnit~q. States, walked th~ 

halls of this building'," ' Gales- 1 

burg Mayor ~ob Shfehan said. 
''It's pretty neat." . • 
• ' State Rep. Don Moffitt, R-Gil­
soi, told th~ · crowd that Reagan 
"made us • proud to be .i\meri~ 

• qans" .flild lSt_h Distri"t Con~ 
gress,mM Ray LaHood, . R-:Peo-

1 ria, _ftotid that '.'Ronald Reagan 
had'' a · yery, very large f ootpririt 
iQ this part of centrfll _Illiqoi1>," , . 

Block may have had the rriost 
telling. comment.of :the day after 
the Silas Willard second-graders 
sang "I Love My Country." • 

"We <loq't kllow, there might 
. be . anotlter president singing to ! 
us toda,y," Block said. 

Contaet John R. Pulliam 
<;it,343-7181, ext: 215, or , ' 
jpulliam@register-mail.com. ., 

Jo'11J .Block, Secretary Qf Agric4Iture from 1981-85 
dl!rjng P~siij¢11t R~agar,t's t~rm, speaks .about his 
experiences at the0 R~agan l'rail Dedicatio11. • " 
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~'He was -alwayS :'S0 at .home with people ftLrurdl'AJine,rica .. ~-. _ana ·wlie-nyou think about it, :that's ,wh~re his roo,ts w~e.-" ', 
• • -~-- ·'.:· - - '!" . ~- ' ·-· ·,,. Y_ 't'"~r~· :c-r ·· :~_,:._ · ___ :1:i:.'.:l -~ - • 

•'-: ,Jo'hn.!B/ock, Secr:etary -t,f Agriculture iii President.Rea,gan~ 

i~ , - • · . ... -;--\~ti··~ .'.l; • :·,. • ,: .. : ·t t ;;. ;;;;,. •.•. ,,. :~,,t - .; : .,\ :~t :;,:7;!\ It'"-.. r~1rr,:-~;;:•.··r :i:h ·L1;;\.;,·:• ;) m .l~ ,!.·.1 ~3:j .:111111 t:l :o •,.r1 ;'\X:;rn.i ,;, ·! t,. f r ,nn:tj c.Ct ;p'{JJ ; -~ .' ;, 'f'.!~~~fil 
•• • • . . C.1/: ·~; ·: • } ·. • •· 1 '}YY_.\1 \ •: '.r,<' .. dl; ·;~ .~ f .·,~ ,,,f~,{~ -~ -;, <~ t :1: : ~.t;·:~Jt ;r;, .. Js 1• • 
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Register-Mail ph~to~ by Jenna Price 
Members of the Silas Wilard Student Council prepare to recite the Pledge of Allegiance during the 
Ronald Reagan Trial Sign Dedication Program Friday morning at Silas Willard Elementary School. 




