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Ronald Reagan's successful campaign for
the presidency began with a solid

victory in the New Hampshire primary.
Here, he and wife Nancy visit a

downtown voting precinct in Manchester.

-t the core of President Reagan’s
political philosophy is the belief that the best
government is a strictly limited government. “The
federal government has taken on functions it was
never intended to perform and which it does not
perform well,” President Reagan says. ‘““There
should be a planned, orderly transfer of such
functions to states and communities.”

In economic affairs, the President takes a
consistently conservative approach that stresses
balanced budgets, curbs on government spending,
and reliance on a free market to encourage
economic growth. Along with reducing the size of
government, President Reagan has called for
substantial tax cuts for individuals and businesses.

By reducing federal taxes, spending and
regulations, President Reagan believes the United
States can reduce inflation and unemployment,
and stimulate economic growth and industrial
productivity. To combat unemployment, for
example, the President argues that it is better to
spend money on “‘incentives to business to hire

more people’”” than to spend money creating public
jobs. He seeks to relieve the sometimes excessive
tax burden on small businesses.

In energy matters, the President has
advocated an end to price controls and other
federal restrictions in order to encourage private
development of coal, oil and natural gas reserves.
He sees solutions to energy problems in the genius
of industry and the imagination of management,
not in a Cabinet office in Washington.

In foreign affairs, President Reagan stresses
the need for firm alliances and a strong national
defense. He believes that relaxation of tensions
between the United States and the Soviet Union
can evolve only from a position of military security
and clear, constant policies on the part of the
United States. While critical of aspects of SALT II,
he supports “‘a treaty that fairly and genuinely
reduces the number of strategic nuclear weapons.”

The American people responded to this
program and philosophy by electing Ronald
Reagan their 40th President.























































































































































































































