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Yr kind msg and 1ltr commenting on the P's anncmt that he will
retire from the Pdy at the end of the term is something which
he apprecs sincerely and u have his grateful thanks.

In con with the mat about which u write, I can assure.u
that the P has a vital int in all plans which have to do
with the reduction of traffic accidents. He, therefore, -
deeply apprecs yr thotfulness in submitting an expression
of yr views, and has directed me to forward yr communication

on to the Fed Comte on Highway Safety for appropriate cons.
(2-12-52)

The P has been a life long campaigner for highway safety
and has demonstrated his deep personal concern in many
ways, including sponsorship of the National Highway Safety
Conference,

It is therefore not for any lack of interest in the
subject that the P is unable to participate in the conference
described in yr ltr of May 7th to me.

Thank u for yr courtesy in extending this invitation.

_ The P was most grateful for yr ltr commenting favorably
on his recent provosal before the Governors' Conference
for a coordinated national highway program. The P believes
deeply that such a program must rank high on the list of our
pressing national needs. It would serve to bring about ‘
a substantial lessening of the tragic toll which accidents
take on our highways; it would contribute importantly to
increased national security; and it would result in count-
less other benefits to the economy as a whole.

Certainly the support and encouragement of people

like yrself is essential if any program of the magnitude
and scope of the one the P has outlined is to be carried out
guccessfully. I hope u will maintain yr int in the highway
program as it develops and lend yr support wherever it can
most effectively be employed.
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We are going to cut down the pointless injury.
We are going to cut down the heartbreak.
Today, I will sign two bills into law:

First, to protect the driver -- the Traffic Safety
Act will ensure safer, better-protected cars in the event
of an accident.

Second, to achieve safer driving -- the Highway
Safety Act will set up a national framework for the State
safety programs.

The first act we sign into law is the Traffic Safety
Act.

It calls for nationwide federal vehicle standards
to be developed first under the direction of the Secretary of
Commerce, and, soon I hope, under the Secretary of Transportation.

Starting with 1968 models, American and foreign,

~- We are going to assure our citizens that every
new car they buy is as safe as modern knowledge
knows hold to build it.

-- We are going to protect drivers against confusing
and misleading tire standards.

We are going to establish Federal Research and Testing
Centers to probe the causes of traffic accidents.

For years, we have spent millions of dollars to under-
stand and fight polio and other childhood diseases. Yet up
until now we have tolerated a raging epidemic of highway death -~
which has killed more of our youth than all other diseases
combined.

Through the Highway Safety Act, we are going to find
out more about highway disease -- and we are going to find out
how to cure it.

In this age of space, we are getting plenty of infor-
mation about how to send men into space and how to bring them
home. Yet we don't know for certain whether more auto acci-
dents are caused by faulty brakes, or by soft shoulders, or by
drunk drivers,or by deer crossing the highway.

Local and State information has been too meager.
The Highway Safety Act will create a Federal-State partnership
for learning these facts.

-- We are going to establish a National Driver
Register to protect all of our citizens against
drivers whose licenses have been suspended or
revoked.

-- We are going to support better programs of driver
education and licensing and auto inspection.
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