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Hl.ESIDEI1'TIAL TRAD; 0Ferdinand IIagellari.rr the private FullmaJl 
car) 

The Ferdinand L':agellan , t'.1.e private Pullman railroad c _ ..,ta 
the railroads cooperat ively built and assigned in 19h2 to the 
late Pres. Roosevelt, has been- purch ased by the Govt fm the 
Asso of Amerj_c an Railroads for t:te norr:inal s u.m of Sl0e00, ac
cor<lg to l.:r. Chas. G. Ross, Secy to the P. , at his pre ss conf. 
on Oct. 26, 19h6. ,. 

• 1,~ . Truraan used the car on t is trip back fm NY Yted . Oct. 23, 
r h6, for the 1st time as Govt propert;y. Previously rce had used 
it on a fare-p aying 'oasis , as had his predecessor, The car was 
acquired by the Govt l:;st June with all its equipmt. 

Accrdg to tr.e Asso. ?ress, the car is like a rollir..g fortres 
with a.rrnor plate and 3-incJ-~-tick wir-:dows of bullet-µrocf gl ;;;,ss. 
It weie;hts 286,520 pounds . An ordinary steel passenger car 
~eighs around 16 0, 000 l bs. 

Early in t he war l~i chael F. Re illy, then rie ad of t he WR 
Secret Serv. detail, dec ided ~ore protection was needed in t he 
·car us ed for the P. 1.'.e:::ibers of t re Asso. of .1mer. Railroads 
ch i pped in on tr,e cost a:'7.d the Pulli.,an Sta.'1dard Car nanu.f acturg 
Co. made ove.r t he old ? c r d :_nand ~'.:..gellan. 

The a..-vwor and other safeguards were added under supervision 
of the Secr e t Serv. ar.d Army ord~a~ce experts. Slevators 
were installed on the rear platform for ?res. Rooseyelt . 
(Fr:, a stoy in t he ~[: ?imes, with a ~'lash . date line Oct. 27, 1 1...6 ) 
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~ 
Presidential Railroad Car 

pf 
January 5, 1960 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION: 

Thank you for your letter to the President. I am sorry 
to have to disappoint you regarding your desire to visit 
the Presidential Railroad Car, Ferdinand Magellan~ 
However, the car is no longer maintained for the Presi
dent's use. 

You 1nay be interested in knowing that the car is pres
ently located at the University of Miami, Mk mi, Florida, 
where it is available for public viewing. For any further 
information or details you desire, you may wish to con
tact the Public Relations Office at that institution. 

With best wishes, 

(WBP) 





l hav~ made s-eveJ"al tnquhie• ·coiu:el'ning yo ~ 
reqtu~•t of .April 7i and learn that there is 
prose tly no special :nUroad car aet a11ide or 
oth r1dae deaigoated for uae by the Pre•ideat. 

The F rdiaa.nd MageUau is • lo the ¢eatody 
of the Musaum at Miami. U iv~raity., Co~ei 
G.ablesir Florida. I •u.gg st yo contact the 
Cur.ator oft~ Museum lnr lurther inlorrnation 
on t • car .. 

Mr. How•~ Bbak• 

Si eeroly, 

.Bill Moyer• 
Sp ct l Aa•i•t nt 
to the, r sidenl 

4919 Roae,ivood Aveau 
Hollywood, Califo.r•.nl~ '90-0 4 

BM:DT:ltd 




