
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 

Digital Library Collections 

 
 

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections. 

 
Collection: European and Soviet Affairs Directorate, NSC: 

Records, 1983-1989 

Series: I: COUNTRY FILE 

Folder Title: USSR 1983-1984 (6 of 7) 

Box: RAC Box 6 

 
 

To see more digitized collections visit: 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material 

 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library Inventories, visit: 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories 
 

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  
 

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-

support/citation-guide 
 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/ 

 

 
Last Updated: 02/22/2024 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://catalog.archives.gov/


WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name EUROPEAN AND SOVIET AFFAIRS DIRECTORATE, NSC: Withdrawer 

File Folder 

Box Number 

ID Doc 
Type 

227778 TALKING 
POINTS 

227792 MEMO 

227795 MEMO 

RECORDS 

USSR 1983-1984 (6) 

6 

Document Description 

RE: VICE PRESIDENT'S BUSH'S 
MEETING WITH CHERNENKO 

COBB TO MCFARLANE RE: PROPOSAL 
BY ROBERT ANDERSON REGARDING 
THE BERING STRAIT 

HILL TO MCFARLANE RE: PROPOSAL 
BY ANDERSON REGARDING BERING 
STRAIT 

JN 2/25/2019 

FOIA 

~l:Z-038 )-"l 7J~ 

SNYDER 
6 

No of Doc Date Restrictions 
Pages 

2 ND Bl 

1 10/19/1984 Bl 

3 10/18/1984 Bl 

The above documents were not referred for declassification review at time of processing 
Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

8-1 National security classified Information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
8-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
8-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
8-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 



,.. 

.~i7.:) ·. --::;-.. .... . 
: :~--:··:- .:f};-.:r 

. .... ·- ,.. -·.-_· -• __ • 

. .., 

Bill Martin 

Bob Kimmitt 

John Poindexter 

Wilma Hall 

Bud Mcfarlane 

Bob Kimmitt 

NSC Secretariat 

Situation Room 

I = lnformatio 

',· 
' i' 

SEQUENCE TO 

I 
/ 

= Retain 

System# 

Package# 

HAS SEEN DISPOSITION 

;;{ , 

I II 

D = Dispatch N = No further Action 

cc: VP Meese Baker Deaver Other ---------------
COMMENTS Should be seen bv: 

;:;;,t';'-'; j uof~;/ . ' 
':_ ·. _.j 

i 
. { 



ACTION 

THE WHiTE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

,_, .. ~ r ' · r .:.. J , .. 

February 14, 1984 

,-. , ,: ' 0 
v L_. 

1291 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

ROBERT C. McFARLANE ·· · 

Talking Points for Your Breakfast Meeting 
with the Sperling Group 

Attached at Tab A are suggested talking points for your use in 
your discussions with the Sperling Group scheduled for 9:00-10:00 
a.m., Wednesday, February 15. 

RECOMMENDATION 

OK No 

-v<. That you read the attached talking points at Tab A. 

Attachment 
Tab A - Talking Points 

-SEC::R~ 
Declassify on : OADR 

cc Vice President 
Ed Meese 
Jim Baker 
Mike Deaver 

IV 
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1291 
MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

~ 

ACTION February 14, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. McFARLANE 
__, 

--.. . 
FROM: TYRUS W. COBB '--' ,· .. ,~~ 

SUBJECT: Talking Points for Presidential Meeting with 
Sperling Group 

The memorandum at Tab I from you to President forwards suggested 
talking points on the Vice President's meetings in Moscow with 
Chernenko for the President's use in his meeting with the 
Sperling group. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memo at Tab I forwarding the talking points. 

Approve 

Attachment 
Tab I - Memo to the President 

Tab A - Talking Points 

aii:CR;gT 
Declassify on: OADR 

Disapprove 

t" -':~ ,.. . ·:::,J:I'~ .- . -~ ,z) ... ~"- ~ 

;~,.;_~~. 



MEMORANDUM 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

April 19, 1984 

ROBERT C. to/LANE 

JACK MATLOr/TYRUS W. COBB L~--L__ ____ _ 

Astronaut-Cosmonaut Meeting 

Attached at Tab A is a letter that was hand-delivered to Ty at 
the NSC by Mr. Jim Hickman, a consultant working with the 
Rockefeller Foundation. He is coordinating a meeting between 
former American astronauts and Soviet cosmonauts at Pocantico 
Hills in May. The letter to you is from former astronaut Rusty 
Schweickart, who has been active in promoting this sort of 
activities. 

By way of background, there is some enthusiasm among our 
former astronauts for this enterprise, but also a certain 
degree of hesitancy based on concern over White House 
evaluation of the project and potential political fallout . 
At Tab Care examples of correspondence sent to Gil Rye 
indicating that the astronaut community is far from 
unanimous on this issue. 

One group, led by Rusty Schweickart, is pressing for 
expanded cooperation, to include work toward the "First 
Planetary Congress" referenced in his letter. Schweickart 
also has his own agenda , including controversial disarmament 
and space schemes, that concerns many of the astronauts. 

Another group of more "conservative" astronauts, principally 
Collins, Schmitt and Cunningham, support the project, but do 
not wish to proceed unless they are assured that the White 
House is either in favor or has no objection . They fear 
that, given the downturn in relations, we might wish to 
discourage these contacts. These astronauts have serious 
reservations about Schweickart's motives and fear that an 
astronaut/cosmonaut meeting could degenerate into an 
election year political football. 

Hickman has been in touch with State (SOV/EE) and Ambassador 
Hartman in Moscow, who feel that there may be some value in these 
meetings as a small step forward in Soviet-American relations. 
At the same time, they have explicitly reminded the organizers of 
the potential for political propaganda it represents and of the 
possibility of Soviet attempts to use the gatherings to promote 
their national security policies (such as the demilitarization of 
space) . 
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In short, while we should do nothing to obstruct the meeting 
(this would receive maximum press play), we should also do 
nothing to encourage it. We feel that Jack Matlock should 
respond to Schweickart on your behalf, indicating that we are 
aware of the project and have no objections as long as the ground 
rules laid out in his letter are observed. 

k_· . ''' n 

Rdtlr:'ehman and Gii/tfye concur. 

REC0~~1ENDATION 

That you approve Jack Matlock responding to Schweickart with the 
letter at Tab B. 

Approve Disapprove 

Attachments 
Tab A - Letter from Schweickart 
Tab B - Matlock Letter to Schweickart 
Tab C - Astronaut Correspondence to Gil Rye 



Russell L. Schweickart 
892 La Sierra Drive 

Sacramento, CA 95825 

Mr. Robert C. Mcfarlane 
Assistant to the President for 

National Security Affairs 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20506 

Dear Mr. Mcfarlane: 

and with Richa 

11 April 1984 

m ran current Deputy Director, Office of Soviet Affairs, Department of 
Ambassador Hartman recently advised us of the desirability of 

informing you directly of the background and plans for our activities. 

e 
planning 

vately with the cosmonauts at the 
The purpose of this meeting is 

an agenda for the First Planetary 
Congress, and identify topics for discussion such as development of space 
rescue capability. Following this meeting, the cosmonauts will visit New York 
City, Washington DC, Los Angeles and Boston to meet with other astronauts, do 
some sightseeing, and attend several welcoming receptions. 

a) the 
gaining 

f the organization would be 
support for space exploration; 

over the last year. In 
hae an 

1ng forte project. At t e 

and oriented toward 

b) a final organizational meeting )would be held in the US prior to the First 
Planetary Congress; 



Mr. Robert McFarlane 
11 Ap,ril 1984 

Page 2 

A meeting in March 1984 was hosted by Mr. Donal- ~t PepsiCo head-
quarters in New York where eight astronauts agreed invitation for the 

US in Ma. 

On behalf of the organizing committee, I am, 

RS/jg 
cc : Ambassador Arthur Hartman 

Dr . Tyrus Cobb 
Mr. Lynn Pascoe 
Mr. Richard Combs 

Respectfully yours, 

" ,.,., ... . ~ 

f I 
\ - ( 

Russel f L. Schweickart 

\ 
\ 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D .C. 20506 

Dear Mr. Schweickart: 

Robert C. McFarlane has asked me to respond to your letter 
of April 11, informing us of your plans to establish a pro­
fessional organization composed of individuals who have 
flown in space. We appreciate your informing us of this 
proposal and sincerely hope that if you proceed with this 
project, you will conform strictly to the guidelines 
contained in your letter. In particular, I would stress the 
necessity of following the points which explicitly prohibit 
the use of this organization as an instrument of political 
propaganda rather than as an educational forum promoting 
space explorations. 

Sincerely, 

cc: Mr. Lynn Paskoe 
EUR/SOV 
Department of State 

Mr. Russell L. Schweickart 
892 La Sierra Drive 
Sacramento, California 95825 

Matlock 
Assistant to the President 



Mr. Frank Borman 
Chairman 
Eastern Airlines, Inc. 
Miami International Airport 
Miami, Florida 33148 

Dear Frank, 

March 30, 1984 

You are probably aware of the efforts initiated by our 
a s soc i ate s , Rusty . Sch we i c k art , Ed Mi t ch e 11 and Mi k e Co 11 i n s 
to establish an organization of Astronauts and Cosmonauts . 
The driving force is Rusty. The uni f ying basis for the 
association appears to be the unique ( 7) perspective on the 
world's problems which each of us gained in passing through 
that barrier to space fifty miles above th.e earth. The raison 
d'etre appears to be sharing this wisdom with th~ less fortu­
nate through the ~roces~ of American a n d Russian ·sp~c~men 

. r -e a s o n i n g t o g e th er , d eve 1 op i n g • p o s i t i o n p a p e r s a n d , i f / w h e n 
endorsed by a majority of those in a tt endance, duly publi­
cizing them. Our relatively high media in t erest would guar­
antee broad coverage in Western news media. 

The frequently stated rationale for all this is that 
wo rld peace is so impo r tant that any eff o rt to establish 
c o mmu n i c at i on s w i th " the other s i de " i s worth t he c o st. 

Then, too, 
to Europe with 
organizations. 

there is the lure of an o cc a si o nal free trip 
funding sometimes p ro vi ded by questionable 

You are certainly capable of for mi ng y o ur own c on c lusion 
abo u t the merit s and inherran t d anger s of a cc omplishing this 
when representatives of a monolithi c bureaucracy are expect­
ed to work within an American institution - the private 
citizen, free-speech forum. The positive reaction among our 
group seems to be related inversely to the degree of activism 
and substance level of the proposed or ganization. The high­
est positive reaction is for a social or fraternal arrange­
ment (the world can better solve its own problems). The 
lowest, for an attempt to forge collective, U. S. and Soviet 
space explorer positions on issues which can save humanity. 

situation 
nately, 
and Jim 
Rusty's 
tion is 

The organizers disavow any political intentions in a 
which, by its very nature is political. Unfortu­

given the particular concerns and politics of Rusty 
Hickman, (psychologist, fund rai s er and associate of 

involved from the beginning ) th e p rop osed organiza­
being driven towards the ~cti v ist end of the spec­
For the past twelve mon t hs I h av e c o mmunicated with 

and Ed at great lengths, hoping t o dvo i d any scenario 
trum. 
Rusty 
where 
tical 

an individual could be tr~pped i n a c o llective poli­
statement of any persuasion. 

1 
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My concern is that our group could be naively drawn into 
an association which could be politically manipulated to suit 
the needs of an organized minority. I am beginning to be­
lieve that one of the primary motivations for establishment 
of the proposed organization is the platform it could provide 
to pursue a political agenda encompassing the peace movement, 
nuclear disarmament and de-militarization of space. Because 
of the notoriety oF the participants and the left leaning 
causes which are likely to obtain endorsement, spokesmen f6r 
the organization could become the "darlings'' of the news 
media. Plans are already underway to publicize the organiza­
tion's affairs. 

I am writing you because I believe most of us would like 
to see our past career association remain apoiitical in 
nature. 

This. is my perception. What could or should be ~one? 

This is one of those cases where the best defense is 
probably not an offense. That would only serve to generate 
more publicity. However, I do believe we should be prepared 
to counter with a public statement if such a group, claiming 
to represent cosmonauts and astronauts, (as opposed to the 
individuals involved) makes public statements with political 
ove-rtones. 

I have no desire to make a political statement on your 
behalf or of our group, collectively. My political statements 
are in my name only. I am equally committed to other indi­
viduals not making political statements claiming to be repre­
sentative of a group to which we both belong and for which I 
have the greatest respect. Are you interested in being inclu­
ded in or endorsing a public disavowal of such statements or 
organizations should it become necessary in the future? 

Sincerely, 

uJal5{-
\ilalter Cunningham 

A similar letter has been sent to: 

\ililliam Anders, Neil Armstrong, Frank Borman, Fred Haise., 
Harrison Schmitt, David Scott, Alan Shepard, Donald 
Slayton and Al ~orden. 

2 



ALFRED M. WORDEN 
12 Alston Road 

Palm Beach Gardens, Florida 33410 

Mr. Russell L. Schweickart 
892 La Sierra Drive 
Sacramento, California 95825 

Dear Rusty: 

March 7 , -19 8 4 

First, let me say thank you for the invitation.to 
attend the pre-planning meeting in New York this past ~eek­
end . I accepted because it was my first exposure to your 
plans regarding the Space Congress, and I wanted to be informed 
about the proposed meetings. Let me go on to say that, after 
the discussion and some personal reflection after returning 
home, I cannot support your group and wish to be dropped from 
any further discussions. I have an intuition that what you 
are doing can only be an embarrassment to all of us and to 
the United States Government. The following issues are, to 
me, at least, areas of deep concern and potential harm to the 
integrity of our group (Astronauts) and the President. 

1 . Press Releases and Public Statements by the 
"Congress": 

The ~easures you have outlined to control the 
content of any public statements and press releases fairly 
cry of Russian dominance. They will act as a common unit 
with Soviet direction while our group will act as individuals 
without government acceptance. They will obviously have the 
majority vote if even one of the astronauts agrees with them. 
The potential divlsive effect on t~is country is iricalculable. 

2. Media Attraction: 

If the "Congress" would act beyond -the realm of 
media attention, there might be a glimmer of hope. Sadly, most 
of the astronaut group seemed to encourage media attention, 
leading me to suspect even the motives of our own people. The 
meeting in May will be a huge media event unless my suspicions 
are not correct. And this, in an election year with a great 
potential for embarrassing President Reagan. • 



Mr. Russell L. Schweickart 2 March 7, 1984 

3. Timing: 

Again, this is the wrong year to even contemplate 
such an activity with national elections ongoing. Unless 
President Reagan were in full accord and publicly endorsed the 
initiative, it would only do him great harm. I recognize that 
we live in a free society and that "they" can't tell us what to 
do, but my loyalties are with NASA and our President, and I would 
do nothing to tarnish my personal relationship with those entities 
and my own sense of patriotism . 

4. Political Acceptance: 

I am mostly disturbed by t he fact that the Russian s 
will participate as a unified entity wi th the direction and con­
currence of their government . It is clear that you hav e no 
meaningful dialogue with our own government, and that this group 
will act out of individual and personal political conviction. 
The results can only be perceived as a total and unrestrained 
willingness to espouse policies deterimental to our countrv . 

5 . Affiliations: 

I must admit that my initial thoughts on this subject 
were to go for private sponsorship. How~ver, that did not imply 
a naive approach to the directibn an astronaut group would take, 
or to a flaunting of our government, i . e., it's a free country 
and we can do what we want. Since I now perceive that by private 
sponsorship you also mean unrestrained direction, I think you play 
di r ectly to the Russian hand. Also, a direct affiliation, such 
as the N.A.S. or the JAF, would defuse the publicity surrounding 
a · "Congre.ss". 

6 . Statement of Purpose: 

I am of the opinion that your statement of purpose 
directly impacts U. S. policy and current direction . I see no way 
to work with the Russians for mutual benefit because they will act 
in concert in making public announcements. Will the group, for 
instance, declare that space should not be used for nuclear testing 
or operations? That just might be a total disregard for U.S. 
policy. I don't know, but that statement of purpose certainly 
leaves the door wide open for public disagreement with our own 
government. I can't accept that. I tried to introduce a statement 
of purpose that focused on events so far removed from present 
political considerations that it just might be acceptable. I 
didn't even get the courtesy of a discussion on the issue. I am, 
therefore, honor-bound to ask the real purpose of this endeavor. 



Mr. Russell L. Schweickart 3 March 7, 1984 

In summary, Rusty, maybe I am much too patriotic to 
engage in an activity I see as clearly dangerous to our country. 
In the . right circumstances, with the proper support from our 
own government, and with the right controls to insure that the 
"Congress" does not become a vehicle of Soviet propaganda, it 
could have had some chance of succeeding. Dialogue with the 
Russians is important, but I cannot be party to something that 
will ultimately degrade my own country, or in the least promote 
a few individuals. 

cc: Captain Alan L. Bean 
Colonel Gerald P. Carr 
Colonel Donn F. Eisele 
Colonel James B. Irwin 
Captain Edgar D. Mitchell 
Colonel William R. Pogue 

./ be: Mr . . R. Walter Cunningham 

Sincerely, 

aft))~ 
Alfred M. Worden 



Russell L. Schweickart 
892 La Sierra Drive 
Sacramento, CA 95825 

Dear Rusty: 

February 9, 1984 

P.O. Box 8261 
Albuquerque, NM 87198 
(505) 293-1982 

Thank you for your letter of January 30, 1984, bringing me 
up -to-date on your efforts to form a "Planetary Congress of Space 
Explorers." 

Rusty~ I see no way that you and I are going to agree on the ad­
visability of an effort along the lines that you describe. I do not 
think I am alone am:mg our colleagues in this regard . Therefore, at 
the least, you nrust keep at a minimtm1 any appearance that this group, 
if formed, has an "Astronaut" sanction. 

Howe¥er, my concern goes nruch deeper than the possibility that 
our apolitical stature as astronauts will be compromised by this or­
ganization. In your letter, you say," ... our intent is not political." 
However, I see no way that that intent can be realized in the context 
of your proposal. In fact, in your proposed statement of purpose en­
closed with your letter, you say in the last paragraph, "It is then 
the intention of this organization ... to meet, confer, to speak and 
act from this unique experience." I see no way that a group of cosmo­
nauts and astronauts "speaking" and "acting" will not be interpreted 
and used as political statements in less than the "largest and highest 
sense of that word." • • 

An initiative of this kind just does not seem appropriate in view 
of the continuing international arrogance of the Soviet Union and the 
largely military context in which their space program is conducted. 

Now, having said all of that, I would strongly recommend that you 
touch base _with George Mueller in order to be brought up-to-date on the 



Russell L. Schweickart 
February 9; 1984 
Page 2 

intentions of the IAF to fonn an astronaut-cosm:>naut special section. 
At this ·time, it would seem .that this could be a first step in a 
clearly nonpolitical context. With time, who knows what might grow 
from it. It is my impression that we could.have almost tma.ninnus • 
support for the IAF initiative, whereas controversy will stalk what 
you are trying to do, however well motivated it may be . . 

Finally, Rusty, our discussions in Houston in April 'did not leave 
a very warm feeling in the minds of several who were there that your 
intentions were purely apolitical in attempting to form .this group. 
I hope that we are wrong. One way to convince us is to work through 
the IAF, and not tmilaterally with the . Soviet cosmonauts, who: cJear:,ly 

JID.lSt act with the concurrence and guidance of their government. •. 

HHS:le 

cc: Michael Collins • / 
\\alter Cunningham✓ . 

• &!gar Mitchell 
Neil hmstrong 
William Anders 
Prank Bormn 
"nlm3S Stafford 
David Scott 



~-.......,J. 

September 13, 1964 , .. 

Dear Dante: 

I would like to take this opportunity to provide a detailed 
response to your July 25 and September 6 letters to President 
Reagar.. In those letters you recoro.mended that the issue of 
Andrei Sakharov be raised formally at the Stockholm CDE 
meeting in September and at the September meeting in Vienna 
on space weapons. 

As you know, although film recently funneled to the Western 
press by the Soviets indicates that Sakharov was probably 
alive six weeks ago, we have no reliable independent informa­
tion on his current health or whereabouts. During the last 
several weeks, reports have been circulating which state that 
Sakharov was force-fed and possibly treated with psychotropic 
drugs. There are also reports, as yet unconfirmed, tha~ his 
wife, Yelena bonner, has been tried and sentenced to five 
years of internal exile. These reports give us great caus~ 
for concern and I want to assure you that the Administration 
is doing everything possiblu to help the Sakharovs, !hrough 
private as well as public diplomacy. 

The Presidenc has expressed his concerns about this issue on 
severc:-.1 public occasions. Privately we have raised the 
Sakharovs' situation with the Soviets many times and we will 
continue to cio so . We are al so in close touch with f ri ends 
and allies on this subj ect . Th~ U.S. delegation raised the 
Sakharov case with our NATO allies at the CDE meeting laEt 
June and Ambassador Goodby c.i.rculated copies o f House and 
Senate resolutions calling on all Helsinki signatories to 
protest Soviet treatment: of the Sakharov.s. HE: also raised the 
Sakharov issue with his Soviet ·counterpart. The strong Soviet 
reaction to these steps in S~ockholm i ndicates that they had 
an impact on Moscow. 

The Sakharov issue has also been a Gubject o f extensive 
bilateral discussions. Last month Walter Stoessel trav~lled 
to France, German::/ , Switzerland, and Denma rk on a Presidenti .;;.l 
mission to discuss Soviet human rights abuses with European 
lea ders and the situation of the Sakharovs figured proffiinently 
in these discuss ion8. We will monitor closely the r asult s of 



these discussions. We w!ll continut to consider carefully 
your recom.-:nendation that the Sakharov issue be formally rah;e:d 
at the CDE, particularly if w~ conclude as a result of our 
ongoing review1 that such an initiative would be helpful in 
E:!lici ting in:torma tion n.bout their cor.di tion or in helping to 
secure permisoion for Mrs. Bonner tc travel abroad for medical 
treatment. Prospects for a meeting in Vienna do not appear 
promising at this time; however, if that situation changes, we 
will take careful account of your recommendat.ion. We are alGo 
currently exploring how ,...,e can effectively mobilizt inter­
.national support for t.h.e Sakharovs during the forthcoming 
session of the United Nutions. General Assercbly. 

As Cht.i.irman of the Comr.ission on Security and Cooperatio:.1 in 
Europe, you m.:i.y bE.: assurt.~d that w-z wslcomt: your contir!ua<l 
interest in the Sakharov isGus. I can ausurc you that w~ w~~l 
continue to work with cur allies ano. through b0th public ;:;i.r'.d 

privnte channelo to press the Soviets to allow Yr6. Bonner to 
qo abro~d for medic&l tr6atment and tc allow Dr. Sakharov tc 
travel ar-~d v;ork where he wishe . .s, ir"cluding outsidi;: the Soviet 
Union. 

~ith best wishes, 

~- B. Oglesby, Jr. 
As~iGtant to the Pre2ident 

The Honorable Dante B. Fascell 
Cho. i rruc,;11 
Commissio:1 on Security and. 

Cooperation in Europe 
House of RepresentRtives 
Wa~hington, D.C. 20515 

MBO:STATE:KRJ:tjr 



ME?v!ORANDUM 

MEMORANDUM 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

7864 

NATIONAL SECURITY GOU N CIL 

October 19, 1984 

FOR KATHY JAFFKh I <f=~ ~-; K{MM~Y) TT\ 

Letter to Senator Paula Hawkins 

The NSC staff has reviewed and concurs with the suggested State 
reply to Senator Hawkins. 

Attachment 
Tab A - State-Drafted Reply 



SUGGESTED RESPONSE 

Dear Senator Hawkins: 

I am replying further to your September 28 letter on behalf 

of Rabbi Ralph Kingsley in which he recommends President Reagan 

raise the plight of Soviet Jews during his discussions with 

Soviet Foreign Minis_ter Gromyko. 

President Reagan shares your deep concern about Soviet treat­

ment of Jews wishing to emigrate from the Soviet Union. The 

issue of religious freedom in the Soviet Union, as well as the 

rights and welfare of those imprisoned for their religious 

activities, remain matters of fundamental concern to the U.S. 

Government. We have stressed repeatedly that these abuses con­

stitute a major negative factor in u.s.-soviet relations. 

The President raised our human rights concerns with Foreign 

Minister Gromyko. The Soviets can have no misunderstanding of 

the importance we attach to these matters. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable 
Paula Hawkins, 

United States Senate. 
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T HE W H I T E H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

S427607 

0 F F I C E 

OCTOBER 4, 1984 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DRAFT REPLY FOR SIGNATURE OF WHITE HOUSE STAFF MEMBER 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID : 

MEDIA: 

TO : 

FROM : 

264180 

LETTER, DATED SEPTEMBER 28, 1984 

PAMELA TURNER 

THE HONORABLE PAULA HAWKINS 
UNITED STATES SENATE . 

• -t:ti'.;~~;%:~~r\ :~::,·~'~:-~i1i?~~i\\i~;;}~iffftf~.~~:;/:~:;;i:r~ :-~'. '. ~ ~- '_. •. 
SUBJECT: ENCLOSES LETTER FROM RALPH KINGSLEY 

CONCERNING HIS RECENT VISIT TO RUSSIA - URGES 
• THE PRESIDENT TO USE THE OCCASION OF THE 

GROMYKO VISIT TO INTERVENE ON BEHALF OF 
YACOV LEVIN, ALEXANDER KHOLMEANSKY, YALI 
EDELSTEIN AND OTHER RUSSIAN JEWS 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL - - IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486 . 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
( OR DRAFT) TO: 
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 28, 1984 

Dear Senator Hawkins: 

Thank you for your letter enclosing 
correspondence from Rabbi Ralph Kingsley 
to President Reagan. 

In order to ensure expeditious review 
of Rabbi Kingsley's comments, I have 
forwarded his letter to the appropriate 
member of the President's staff. You may 
be assured it will receive prompt and 
careful consideration. 

With kindest regards, 

Sincerely, 

o~ 
Pamela J. Turner 

8427607 

Deputy Assistant to the 
President for Legislative 
Affairs (Senate) 

The Honorable Paula Hawkins 
United States Senate 
Washington, ~.c. 20510 

PJT:FBF:fbf 
cc: Central Files / 

Anne Hi9ginst/ 
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P.,AULA H.A.WKINS 
Fl.ORIQA 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 

September 28, 1984 

The Honorable 
Pamela J. Turner 
Special Assistant to the 

President for Legislative 
Affairs - Senate 

The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Pam: 

8427607 

I have enclosed a letter from Rabbi Ralph 
Kingsley. As you can see, he would like for 
this letter to be given to President Reagan 
for his meeting today with Mr. Gromyko. Any 
assistance you can give me in this matter would 
be greatly appreciated. With my warmest 
regards and best wishes, 

Hawkins 
United States Senator 

PH/jlt 

Enclosure 



September 20, 1984 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

5TUDY 

1880f N . E . 22ND AVENUE 

NORTH MIAMI BEAC H . FLA 33180 

C305 l 932· 9010 

On the occasion of your imminent meeting with Foreign 
Minister Andre Gromyko, I would make this urgent request 
of you, namely that you put the issue of Soviet Jewry on 
the table, and specifically that you ask Mr. Gromyko to 
intervene on behalf of a young Russian Jew whose name is 
Yacov Levin, who awaits trial in Odessa following his 
arrest. 

Several days ago I returned from Russia where I spent four 
days in Leningrad and four days in Moscow visiting with 
Refusenik families and learning first hand of their plight. 
While nothing that I heard was new to me, since I have been 
involved with the Soviet Jewry Movement for twenty years, 
the experience of meeting in person Refuseniks whose names 
and pictures had long been familiar to me was an experience 
that almost defies description. 

During one of my evening visits I met the father of the 
girl to whom Yacov Levin was to have been wed - Mark 
Nepomnischy. Mr. Nepomnischy had come to Moscow to tell 
me first hand the story of his son. I enclose that story, 
word for word, with this letter. I ask you please to use 
your office and your influence to secure the release of 
Yacov Levin as well as the other Soviet Jews who have re­
cently been arrested on charges that have been manufactured 
by the Soviet authorities. In particular I add the names 
of Alexander Kholmiansky and Yuli Edelshtein, both of whom 
are in serious difficulty. I am hopeful that you will be 
able to help, and would, needless to say, be extremely 
grateful to you if you could. 

Very respectfully yours, 

I ) .•I . 

.' • / ;,;/ ,;. .. . 
' .._ ,_ ~.:~ -(._.. / •• I L-.::. ... -_>,r- ,_ .,,,_7 

Ralph P. Kingsley ,/ 
Rabbi 1 Temple Sinai of North Dade 
Chairman, Soviet Jewry Committee for the 

Central Conference of American Rabbis 

RPK:sp 



APPEAL FROM MARK NEPOMNISCHY, ODESSA, AS RECORDED ON 
SEPTEMBER 6, 1984 AND BROUGHT BACK TO SOUTH FLORIDA BY 
RABBI RALPH P. KINGSLEY, TEMPLE SINA I OF NORTH DADE AND 
RABBI JEFFREY BALLON, TEMPLE E.MANU-EL, FT. LAUDERDALE, 
FLORIDA 

This ls Mark Nepomnischy from Odessa appeal in~ on behalf of Yakov Levin. 
appeal to the government of Israel to help him because Yakov Levin considers 
himself to be a citizen of Israel and he is entitled to get help from the 
government of Israel. Help al 1 Jews in Russia who want to get out of here. 
The ones who want to stay should be able to study their culture and their 
language. 

I appeal to all Jews of the world to institute a day in defense of Soviet 
Jewry. Every Jew in the world wi 11 do something for Soviet Jews. Some will 
pray, some will demonstrate, but all will do whatever they can to help us. 
If I am arrested because I signed the same letter as did Yakov Levin, I also 
think I am entitled to the same help from the government of Israel. 

I want the Russians to reconsider all of the old cases and there are a lot of 
them . You should understand here in the Sov iet Union we cannot protest any­
thing about our situation in newspapers, radio, or in demonstrations. It shou ld 
be demanded from the Soviet government to get the answers to our letters about 
repatriation. We wrote this letter, but it is dangerous to us because we can 
be arrested at any time . This is why we are appeal Ing to the Jews of the world 
to help us . 

About Yacov Levin, he was under constant surveillance for three and a half yea r s. 
• Now they are incriminating him for anti-Soviet activity . This is absurd . His 
only activity is to be a Jew. I appeal to former prisoners of Zion who are 
fortunate enough to be in Israel and relatives of present prisoners of Zion to 
tell the world the r eal situaiioi ~h~t people are serving prison terms just for 
their desire to be Jews . All of these trials have to be stopped . 

My family has been refused for five years, during which we suffered a lot . There 
were three searches in my apartment. We were called to KGB several times and 
told to stop studying Hebrew, celebrating Jewish holidays and shabbat . Colonel 
Krasnov, the head of the Je~ish-Affairs Department of the KGB, threatened me to · 
be introduced to Anatoly Shcharansky who is a known prisoner of Zion imprisoned 
for many years . He means he was going to send me to the same place , and many 
similar threats. 

Yet what Yacov Levin was told was beyond what we were told before . When they 
learned that Yacov Levin wants to marry my daughter, he was told he would not 
marry her but he would be put in a cell with homosexuals and criminals and she 
would be raped in front of his eyes. It is a big risk for me, but nothing could 
be worse. My daughter is not al lowed to emigrate, not allowed to get married. 
I could have kept quiet, but what ',-Jill I achieve? Only the death of my family. 

beg you to help my daughter to leave, get married , and 1 ive a normal life. 



MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

ACTION October 19, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT M. KIMMITT 

FROM: 
- /,/ 

TYRUS W. COBB lL A/-

SUBJECT: Letter to Senator Paula Hawkins 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the self-explanatory 
Congressional Correspondence. 

memo to Kathy Jaffke in 

Approve(:;( Disapprove 

Attachment 
Tab I Memo to Jaffke 

Tab A - State-drafted Letter 
Tab B - Incoming Correspondence 

7864 
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:\":\TIO:\"AL SECCR I TY COC:\"C I L 

October 25, 1984 

MEMORANDUM 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

FOR SALLY K*LLE'1}. -~~,4, ,,_,. ~ fo~ /J: K(~:;p--t 
Letter to John Obermeier on Gromyko Meeting 

The NSC Staff has reviewed and concurs with the State-drafted 
reply to Mr. Obermeier, as amended. Please send a copy of 
your reply to Congressman Charles Hatcher. 

Attachments 
Tab A - State's Draft Reply 
Tab B - Incoming Correspondence 

cc: M. B. Oglesby, Jr. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIY~ SECRETARIAT 

TRANSMITTAL FORK" 

Date 

8427506 

For: Mr. Robert C. McFarlane 
National Security Council 
The White House 

Reference: 

To: Dennis Thomas From: Charles Hatcher 
--------------- -----------------

Date: September 26, 1984 Subject: Forwards Letter from John 

Obme rmeier who addresses subject of Gromyko Meetings 

WH Referral Dated: -Gctober 3; 1984 "NSC IDl 263973 

The attached item was sent directly to the 
Depar tment of State. 

(if any) 

, 
Action Taken: 

X 

Remarks: 

A draft reply is at t ached. 

A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached. 

An information copy of a direct reply is attached. 

We believe no response is n~ces sary for the reason 
cited below. 

The Department of State has no objection to the 
proposed travel. 

Other. 

Direct reply to constituent, as implied in Thomas-Higgins 
memo of September 28 (attached). Copy of final reply 
should be sent to Congressman Hatcher ,.✓.:, 

w ~. 

~NClASSIFltO 
(Classification) 

Char l~s Hi 11 
ecutive Secretary 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DRAFT REPLY 

Dear Mr. Obermeier: 

On behalf of the President, I would like to thank you for 

your September 13 letter to the President regarding his meeting 

with Soviet Foreign Minister Gromyko. We share in your hope 

that this meeting will prove to be a step forward in the 

relations between our two countries. 

The President's' three-and-a-half hour session with Mr. 

Gromyko was a frank and useful encounter. This meeting, and 

Secretary Shultz's two meetings with Mr. Gromyko, constituted a 

rigorous give-and-take on the full range of U.S.-Soviet issues. 

While no concrete agreements were r eached , we now have ,. Wi=> ho~,-­

a better understanding of each other's concerns. 

We have no illusions about the likel i hood of early 

breakthroughs in u.s . -soviet relations. But we will continue to 

be patient, and hope the Soviet leadership will recognize the 

need to join in more productive dialogue. The meetings we 

Mr. John C. Obermeier, 

516 10th Avenue, 

Albany, Georgia. 



conducted were conc r ete examples of our c o mmitmen t to di al o gue 

as a means of solving the problems in our relations. We and the 

Soviets agreed to keep in touch , and we will continue to press 

for progress toward the goals set forth by the President in his 

recent statements on U.S.-Soviet relations: real arms 

reductions, peaceful resolution of international disputes, and 

more constructive cooperation between our two countries. 

Thank you again for your letter of support. pe ~ook ~or ward 

to an'" sug~e ~ t .:.. orrs you :m~ havP in the fnt 11 re 
- 1 ~ 
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ACTION October 24, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT M. KIMMITT 

FROM: PETER R. SOMMER~ 

SUBJECT: Letter to John Obermeier on Gromyko Meeting 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the self-explanatory memo to Sally Kelley, 
approving the State-drafted letter to John Obermeier, as 
amended. 

Approve 

Jack~ 

Attachments 
Tab I 

Disapprove 

concurs 

Memo to Sally Kelley 
Tab A - State's Draft Reply 
Tab B - Incoming Correspondence 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

ACTION November 12, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT M. KIMMITT 

FROM: TY COB~ 

SUBJECT: Message to Supreme Soviet 

Bud has approved the dispatch of the message from President 
Reagan to the Presidium of the USSR at Tab A. 

Recommendation 

That you sign the memorandum to Hill at Tab I forwarding the 
President's message for dispatch to Moscow. 

Approve . ~ ----- Disapprove 

Attachment 

Tab I Memorandum for Charles Hill 
Tab A Message for the USSR 

"' 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, O.C. 20506 

November 12, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR CHARLES HILL 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

8292 

VIA LDX 

SUBJECT: Message to the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of 
the USSR 

The President has approved the message at Tab A to the Presidium 
of the Supreme Soviet. We would appreciate expediting the 
delivery of this message to Embassy Moscow so that it may be 
delivered to t4e Soviet authorities tomorrow. There will be no 
signed original. 

Attachment 

Tab A Message for t~e USSR 

{L.~.lt~ 
Robert M. ~immitt 

-Executive Secretary 
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THE: WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MtSSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

TO: The Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet 

8292 

Thank you tor your message on the occasion of my reelection 
as President of the United States. I share your hope that the 
coming years will be marked by irnproved relations between our 
countries. 

Despite our different political beliefs and perspectives on 
international problems, I am confident we can make progre~s on 
strengthening peace and resolvinq our ciffer~nces through 
discussions and neqotiations. We hope you "'7i 11 join us in the 
critical '"7ork needed to • reduce int€!rnatiorial tensions and to 
create a safer world. 

The Presidium, 
Supreme Soviet of the Union of Soviet 

Socialist Republics 
.Moscow 
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ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

82 92 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

November 8, 1984 

SUBJECT: 

ROBERT C. MC!RLANE 

JACK MATLOC vJ' 
Congratulato Message 
of Supreme Soviet 

to President from Presidium 

The text of a message of congratulations to the President from ~ 
the USSR Supreme Soviet Presidium is at TABB. You will note that 
the message is relatively upbeat, and also that it comes, not 
from Chernenko personally, from the the Supreme Soviet Presidium 
collectively. This is presumably intended to make clear that the 
message has broad backing in the Soviet leadership. 

TASS released the message even before it was delivered here, and 
it was published in the Soviet media along with the President's 
message in connection with the November 7 national day. 

I recommend that the President acknowledge the congratulatory 
message, and attach a draft at TAB A. 

Recommendation: 

That you sign the attached Memorandum to the President. 

Approve 

Attachments: 

Tab I Memorandum to 
Tab A Draft Message 

Presidium 
Tab B Message from 

President 

Disapprove 

the President 
from the President to the Supreme Soviet 

the Supreme Soviet Presidium to the 



MEMORANDUM 
8292 

THE WHITE HO U SE 

WASHINGTON 

CONF~ 

~ 
ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Issue 

ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 

Congratulatory Message from the USSR Supreme 
Soviet Presidium 

Whether to acknowledge a message from the USSR Supreme Soviet 
Presidium congratulating you on your reelection. 

Facts 

The USSR Supreme Soviet Presidium (the collective Soviet "Chief 
of State," of which Chernenko is. Chairman) has sent you a message 
congratulating you on your relection and expressing the hope that 
"the coming years will be marked by a turn for the better in 
relations between our countries." The Soviet news agency has 
released the text of the message, which is at Tab B. 

Discussion 

An acknowledgement of this message, in which you express your 
hope for improved relations, would be appropriate. A suggested 
text is at Tab A. 

Recommendation 

That you authorize transmittal of the message at Tab A. 

OK No 

!OECLASSlftED 
fflll9. HouSt Gulde!inea. Auo 1a 

e, , if! .~ ~ lli~ZDJ5 



8292-

-2-

Attachments: 

Tab A 
Tab B 

Draft Message to USSR Supreme Soviet Presidium 
Congratulatory Message from USSR Supreme Soviet 
Presidium 

Prepa,red by: 
Jack F. Matlock 

cc: Vice President 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

TO: The Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet 

8292 

Thank you for your message on the occasion of my reelection 
as President of the United States. I share your hope that the 
coming years will be marked by improved relations between our 
countries. 

Despite our different political beliefs and perspectives on 
international problems, I am confident we can make progress on 
strengthening peace and resolving our differences through 
discussions and negotiations. We hope you will join us in the 
critical work needed to reduce· international tensions and to 
create a safer world. 

The Presidium, 
Supreme Soviet of the Union of Soviet 

Socialist Republics 
Moscow 

Ronald Reagan 

.. 



Translation from Russim 

November 7, 1984 

Esteemed Mr.President, 

Please, accept congratulations on your reelection as President 
~ 

of the United States of America. 

It is to be hoped that the comfng years will be marked by a turn 
for the better in relations between our countries. This would be 
in the interests of both our peoples and the cause of world peace. 

On its part, the Soviet Union is prepared for joint \<·ork 
to rectify Soviet-American relations on the basis of equa]ity and 
respect for the legitimate interests of each other, remove the threat 
of war and radically improve the international situation. 

His Excellency Ronald W.Reagan 

PRESIDIUM OF TEE SUPREME 
SOVIET OF- THE USSR 

President of the United States of America 
The · White House·; Washington 
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UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS 
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" - . WASHINGTON, o. c. 20036 

November?, 1984 

My dear Mr.President: 

It gives me 
of the Presidium 
President of the 

great pleasure to transmit to 
of the USSR Supreme Soviet on 
United States of America (the 

you the congratulationE 
your reelection as 
text is enclosed). 

As the Soviet Ambassador may I add my personal congratulations 
on this occasion. 

With best wishes, 

The Honorable 
Ronald W.Reagan 

Anatoly F.DOBRYNIN 

President of the United States of America 
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