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l'VBev:iews 

··A PBS DocuJil.;entarf-OnG«_atemala • 
_By JOHN CORR~ 

IT'S not that ''Guatemala,: When. 
the Mow:itains Tremble" is con­
troversial,; it's more that it's ·so 
bad~iY d011e.• The original 83-

minute documeritary,. sanitized, so to 
speak, with the addition ofpanel 'dis-

. cussion and -explanation; now runs 
two hours . . Public television ought to 
have Gut its ·1osses and fo:r:gotten the 
whole thing. 

The documentary, .on·channel 13.at 
9 o'clock tonight, was shown by ·some 
other public .. television stations last 
month. News stories then said -:that . 

. the Public Broadcasting Service; Un- · 
happ:Y beqmse the .- otjgina:l 83 
minutes was "heavy handed," _ had 
delayed .its .release. The supplemen­
tary material; ,produceo ~y WETA in 
Washi11gtpn, was adde~•to give it baJ: 
ance. 

Supplementary mate:rial or not, .the 
documentary is still ·;;i_·clinker. Actual­
ly, documentary is a .courtesy title. 
"Guatemala: ·When the Mountains 
Tremble" is a vanity .filrri, :pressing.a 
poipt of view: The United States .and 
the Guate)llalan.Armyact in .concert 
to murder innocent people; armed 
revolution is the only way to obtain 
justice. • 

Never mind the obviqus .here : that 
Guatemala 'held an • -election last 
month, and democJ:atica'.l~y elected a: 
president. The origina1J. documentary, 
prodmied by 'Skylight Pictu~s, was 
madeA-n 1983.-On the other hanii, it 
never ,bothers to mention that the 

• United States .suspend.ed 'military aid 
to ,Guatemala in 1977. It is too b~y 
making its cases 

,. 
Thnsin•the open1ngminutes it gives 

us two ·"historical dramatizations." 
Iri the "first, it IS 1954 ,antl Ambassador 
J ohn.E. 'Peurifoy:and-t!heGuatemalan 
President, Jacobo .tirbertz Guzman,' • 
are havirig :.diriner at the American · 

' Embassy with their-wives. The P.eu±i­
foy character, who "looks Hke one 'Of 
Frank 'Nittf's 'boys · in " .The_ Untouch­
ables," warns Arberiz not to . mess 
with United .Fniit. • • 

A .moment later:, we. are at "Cl.A. 
Command Central" in .Q.p~lockc1, 
Fla. Obviously, A:tbeIJ.z <Guzman ,ditl 
not heed the warning.; .men in •khaki 
are planning a coup. A~lµ-ghoelrama, 
however, this _ isn!t J:nuch, an<i! the 
docuineritary ought to 'have tried _ res 
porting~ .lrl 19a4,the Central ln~elli­
gence Agency did ,sponsor a -.coup '.in 
Guatemala:, although 'it's I-probable 
that it did more for _ John F.9ster 
Dulles than for United Fruit. ' 

Subsequently, the documentary 
gives us old newsreel -and telev.ision 
film, interviews.and a lot of footage of 
soldiers, .guerrillas .and other Guate­
malans. We .hear them in translation. 
The soldiers, politicians arid an arch-

Young. indi~,girls f;om.Neb~j, Guitemal~, wearhlgtraditjonal <:ostumes . . _ 
. . . ' . ·~ . . ' .,_ . ,· • { . ' 

',bishop speak in voices .fui1 of hypoc0 

risy and general meapness; -.guerril­
las aJ(),d other leftists sound like .gentle 
saints. . _ • 

• Meanwhile, an Iniiian woman, .sup­
_posedly a guer:r.ma, wanders in and 
qut, talking ab.out _ oppression. She 
also-ailhides .to the nonexistent United . 
States aid. The documentary does_ riot 
supply her witl\ a-translator; we ·tead 
the WOildS in- subtitles. -1f's typical rcjf 

the ipuddled ;productiqn that the In­
dian woman-says her :famtly .does not 
speak Spanish, even though, staring 
irt"t:o fhe 'Telep;rornpter, she's speaking 
in ·Spariisb .herself. • • 

In a work lik~ this, however, jour-
, .. nalism doesn't ,matter; it's ·political 

posture that counts. When the .d0~u~ 
mentary ~ the :Producer "is Peter 
Kinoy; the co-directors ,are,,-Tom Sie- _ 
,gel and Pamela Yates :c;:.,: finally 
catches lip with·t!ie guerriUas, we see 
that whole detachments are nicely 
equipped: new uniforms and auto­
matic weapons. -Where do they come· 
from? The <;locumentary 1).ever -asks. 
. Automatic weapons and uniforms 
_pI'esumab1y grow ·on >tr.eesc • 

'in fact, we are watcb:ing agitprop.; 
although-it's 'not ·very skillfully done. 
High moral purpose and sanctimony 
aren't enough; "Guatemala: Wheri 
tne Mountains Trem,ble'' is boring. In . 
the discussion period after the docu, 
mentary., however, Miss Yates., ·the 
co-dir.e:ctor, defends ·her work. The · 
documentary, she says, was meant to 
be fill ''em0ti0na1 ·understanding,'' 
and not • ia textbook acco~t." • 

• -- 'The .other discussants -are ternoty-
p@lite. No •One-'says .the documentary 
-is junk. 'l'I~r:ey Mose~, a CBS News 

proiiucer, sa;ys the '' 'credipili\y :factor 
was startiti,g to get to me" and sug0 

gests that perhaps .Miss Yates and 
her colleag1Jes oughf t0 have 'tried 
some -,conventional reporting. 

ln;her reply, Miss Yates;has .the-au­
dacicy:to saythat pam,of;theproblem 
·wa~ ,tl)e documentar;y''s "low budge 
et!' ln·fact, the-principal so.1:1rce of fi­
nanciI).g was the Co.rptiration -for Pub­
lic:B11oadca"sting, which operates ·with 
taxpayers' dollars. Forget the ;politi­
cal!content of .the documentary ·now.; 
AmE!vica -wort~t c-rumble ,because . :of 
agit;prop. A better question is., -wqy 
should ·a vani~y production tie subsi-­
dized? It's like indulging ,children 
with toys. • _ 
. Still, ,public broadcasting is sup.;­

·posed to offer many points 0f view, 
which is possibly why we're .getting 
this production. ·Certainly, PB:S .is act~ 
ing-responsibly when.it inslsts on add­
ing -a panel discussion. That' s als0 
whaNt·iiid when it presented "Televi­
sion':s Vietnam: The Real Story"1ast 
.June .. That was .produced -by the -con­
servative .Accutacy in Media;. _ 

There_ :is a difference, :however, in • 
the v,fay the 'two productions have 
been rec.eived. Moral indignation 
flourished over ·"Televis1on?s .Viet­
-nain." :Public bmadcasters were out- · 
raged; their integrity was :threat­
ened. Liberal columnists,. meanwhile,. 
had -tantrums. Ridh\-wingers were 
fouling t:he ,airwaves , • 

There is n<i comparable outcry over 
"Guatemala: When the Mountains 
Ttqntil~," ~ven though it see~s to,be 

,_a goolt deal more to the left than 
. ' 'T&evision's Vietnam" was -.to the 

-tight. • Hooray for .free speech and 
'many points of view, but something is. 
out -of balance. 
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!• By · RONALD RADOSH . 
Jliiw. 245 riages,_ .$1'6,95) .. Bastng his ,:argu-.,, cial newpi'ece:o{evidenc:e : .~ docur_nent ob, . 
rnent in part on '.fresh irfftmmatiori:;- Mi .' tained frorri the sbn O:f i:he ·:noW deceaseo 

.Mor~ :than sixty years a:g-b', ~b Tta'.rian RusseWai:giies ,c:onv,inci'ng)y .. fhat:Sao'ao:a:na~· · ·Giov:arin1 ·Gambera, .a:meinher of ftfe very 
iminigr.ants, anarchiS:ts Niebla ,Sance ari!'l Vanzetti w,ere:iiot SLlJ1P!Y the •V!(!{iin~eJ-.p(i-"\ , firsf ,sa~cO:-varizetti defense gro.~p, ']in "thi:s 

• Bartolomeo vanietlii, .were a·rre-sfod Jorthe . • Jit1cal ~~~n~ii'a: , .- ,, "· ·-..., . ? - Jf_;,~;,:,,::, '.· •;, • document f:ia~b,era . ~a,td :tha)t ·:i~vezyone . 
~urder; _of a_,payroaster aud.~s,g;uatq dur- In bmld1ng 'h1s !Case, ·MiJ:!·, Russell 'O'ffel's kn.ew -~ha:t Sac90 '.vr,as\gull{y,' ,a:nd Jh;it.t ~an' 
mg the ·robbery 9f a-shoe f~ctq_ry in.-S~u'th evidence that 'tne :tw0;11ccusea ;:m~n'were '. ~zettrwas inriix:erlt ~slat as the'ac'trfalpari- • •• 
Braintree, Mass: \ · ;- ... . , acttvi mi1itirif.aflafchlsfs Pl~qgecf,<{vjot •ticipatio11_'irltlifk1J11pgi''Mr;, :Russeli'sees . 

'.I'heit subsequent trial• "con~ictfon ancl • ;lentacts ag.am~t-krtlerJ.¢afr,e~Jl1:ft}i~f),\J.. ':N©t' _ tijis . sta,tefi\~ffi' ,~s- rrirrefµt a:ble ·lp)l.Pof''. • oL 
e¥entuaJ executi.on 0eca'.~e .ari 1interna- '.the "good sh~el.'1_1ak¢r 1!;1),~-J>POi:_iqsh;:ped-' • Sacco's guilt, ';Ile? bo1~ter., riie ·:g9,cµnie,nt's 

li.·ona.1 :c~use. ice·l·e·ib·, i1.ft11.at,s··.·tH·1.·,s.tirs :pa.·s ·.s{0·•·•··· n. ·s. ·;· •. dler" o·•.· f_m·yt·· ~}. 'l)·.·e•·. t}f.~e .•. !fbl.1-i:l.: w,· ... ··'e•:,~:.~.~.· .• 9.J .• JL.···.itgi. :·.·. cr.edi'tiiifty, )1e_ r:ecounts, hO\\r ·Gaiiibei:a:s­toda,y. Many promrnent 'figures Qffu.flS20s ,. , (?a)lean~; w1itrw;a:~ , ftr~t -anq:)?;Sfii 1,1evohh \ shocl(\ng. n,ews wa~· eno~g:1i· .to COii•v:i-nce~the . 
believed tha:t Sacco .and Vanzetti 'had .b'een • _t10nary, ~ay.-s '.Mt;Russel}:iJ,'f 'WiaJS.,I)'.~t,s11,r, ·: famed :anai:cho:·$ynd}caTtst 1qail0 .· :Tresca·. 

n onvic.ted not ·on the StFeilgH(df't)1e '.evi: I • • • • • ,, .. .. "''. tha,tSac:co was,guiHy. •Cal,'eIJil irea(iirig:sug' 
dence,. bµt liecause :.f!tey·.were:immigra:nt:? ·· B6Jkstre1f gests; ·however, . that.Mr, :Russe'Fl .cannot 
"holding .r;i.di(::ll-fJ1$efs;. _s,'tjjJp9se¢·jy,1e t~ ·, .. ; 0 : .• • •• .-t;, •. ;_;; .~.f.".; .. ,;;.:-.'..Jt. ;,., .. ,i,\\;:< •• _JlrndvGe.5U:ch fcpri,yersa/to.11 'b~t~ee.n :rr~sfa 
judge wa.s biased a:hq. the.;proseeutJ0n w:as . an ' ambera actually t0dk_p1ace, ';I'he ,cir' 
.unwt!Iing to consider · otti.er' possibie' sus;. , ·, 'Saoeo fitcfii )Jl.aflfie·tU;· • cumsf1i,ntial :evidend'e is strong,cbutmot ae~ ., 
pects. . ·.. : > :;f,, -.;., S'· . .: •••. ·••··· · • Th'e ;()r;(se :tteife.•lc!:<3.cl"·' finitive ,, : . ... . -.. • . , ·,__ /."' 

. 1'he,pub}ieity{:ausedG0vernpr Alva1nr: . ;,[!:y!F,ra'.rrcifs'iR,·U'S;SeJ,U . , •••. ''.Che .c'ontrove,r.,sy.b:i<er, .the ca:s·e will 
Fuller to set UJl -a Te ·ew of tll · · .. • · .. •.· • • ,,,,., · • • •• therefotfcqi:itinue>ta~t yeaif:tM1ate' ;WU-
192~, u~derta}ve~ by ~ -~1

0mfuis~i~l'.2fii~~ : . , ' · · • • ( t : '. , ;~.--,' ; : . /:'.f},;: .•· · .• • ,,, · Jiam"Yotirig aM h'tslorfau'J)~v'id 1E:) ta:1ser . 
l!>y Har:v.ard ::University P,tesicie'rit i }Law.- 'l -Pr'isin'g .that _;{v,n:eftne .. 1fdli~e'Jili1:1pitihern~ ·.• puti]ished ~'.Postmorfem: New:Ewiaeri6e'.i:i:i 
rence -LoweJt_ Th.at :br,>l:tiftpu_i:Wfhe tm4'1'tb, '.,:both :S(lsc.~."~~q '.:Wa~zet,ff,~~~re; ~i;,~~f .;the • ' the Case of :Sacco ,and :v;a;nzefti (•·::(ll'Jri\.v:er1 

ha v.e .teen. f .. 3:ir and 'th. e .'.ct. efen. ?·il. n. ts-,guil:ty'. .. l•.•. GaHea~1s.t1, t ' ,we.re. •.;,th. t i Jun.,. . •fa. ~ts~.·. ·.: sity' . ot :Masfathusetq,: ·.,P,i;ess_: ,}a:s. ;pages;;-
As a result., . .w,~s -. ·ex-¢01.iiated.):)& ; • pi:ea:chmg, VJ?,l~D.WkJ,<;l,, . 0r:1,w,,_ $20sls, ,in which th:i~x •. ar~~ta,;rtQt'l?Il!;Y., ~that / 
Saccu_ a,.nd 'Va:nz, . sqP..p,0r,t~l)f \, 

1
. ,J .. Y<1th .a gu1'Xqt1c:7tiiro~ ,;, . , , _ t~t~ ,,, _a:l•'· Sac~oana vanzettrw:ere .mnocerit;J:.iut,tMt 

.·. Writ111~ to , ~.'.f{Lep& MSne (in)e, to~eu r :.rty ,t,hrougn ',?estr-~ct1on 'aJtt c1t1J:O~;\.\. . ;the}' 'were ;victii:ns -.ofa:Ji0'Ii~fc·l1i);';frameu1J, 
offered .an •e:iq>lanati0n .o'f•wlty 'the· '"'beHe.&-l : As the .defense.la~,e1,:~,ac.¼rr9w.J.ed,ged,· They :maint(Lin that -the 'pr.0.se'.(.!µtiol'! fatrv .. 

. i-n the · .ln-nocettc,t :of Sa:m~g-_'.and ''V'anzetti ~\ the ·tria] }\'aii f~tr~ ,S.{M§~lf ~Mss·e1:1,,:~~t; , per~d , wj th .t~~ ,e¥.i?e!JC.e to ~ake ,it_p,.PP_ea:r 
would .· , . -cont'.'.1ue fonevei;, wh011:¥ · una:f- \ ever ,pnva~e MJ.efs.J u iu~ye.r . -a~ 1f t"h_~ Jethfl 9u_l1~~ :~.?-.me P:Pffi , ~~cco1s • 
fected Ji!y'.;tl;J.e e,vxdenoii. "'.::Thek:def&rrder.s .. r .may :haye helfil, lliJs C:E! ·, ~aTI0;t> .,p1st0l,wl\eI1;1.t '.did nqt ,Mr, iB,usse'lt, ,after·. 
he, . a'rgued,' ist~rt.~~: :~ttg : ·,t~~ )f~ft~. ·-t~~i 1 was_ :Vi'ttUOUf"~n? :'0©I!f e.:. •· -.. . , •·· ,. ,, '~· : ,'' e •. ~aJking:newtoallistics :t,~~ts; dincltiiles .t'hat 
wished proy(l.d, anu \th·ent~conci\eil :contta, · Jhe fll;mous_ trial 0fl(:}Ileill:,:JlJJ''.iV!a,Y--;J\~2ll.. ~nw , -tliere ,was rro, tam,:permg, . , -~- . r,c· -. 

: diGtory evidence 1~ fit Jh~iri assurnptioh', • Re.ct ,s,_ca:re;. :@(1,9l\9,:l)acl:t~~~9J 1rri;\ a,~t,,,ll. ' . {}n;-fhi~ _kir1~. of,e"{jp~µce.., ;I_ .~ind .,l[ramc.i~ . • 
: Lowe1)descrfbed tJ.1.e.fau-Iti::thilgic of:the•de- . •~year eaTiher, a. re.\iolution . ;'a,\fa,nc'l:iist RusseH 1s·· e,qilanations · ;rnoFe .compeHing;. 
1 fenders;;;· ''tl!!l ;p;ni.s@ii'.et.s w.~r!l :Fte<ds,,;r,Ji~l?.e· ./~ried 'before J:udge Th4-ye:r,;.)r3;: · " #1rn~ than ,th0se .of the antJei}'Ldefenffe"i:s '.orna~ciJ ' • 

• wa.s v'iolent prgjiioice ·:agi):rnit :the .Reds'i)i. • mnoceRt -0t_.adv,0oatrn-g-'"tp.'1(''v ' . ...,b,yet-: and 'VanzeUf\s-'ilinotenc-e:1!1~ •fuook•wm not '. ,· 
the United State~'. 'Tn'ere:foi:e~the hteri were ' :throw pf "the 1w::8;'Yg.0*ernrn¢nit:''.<'),:, \, >' :,. . convince •those ,gn ,the other ,Side: ':Still, 'he 

' unfairly. tri~Gl{}he.i:~for'!) \fue'~\w,ere ·wia,>· i ·., 4.ffi.~t'~ho1:1~t '~t., . )~9e.~9J,)ll,~r.ei11 outs _:~~_roug~ }P..!-lC!J_, of .tne_m,~t];iology sur- • 
• cent. There'fote 5i-t . was Ai. Jj{rdicia:l':mufiler , ;prov:111g ::tha;t. :Sa,c:09 _ an e, nfuf roundmg -th~s fall)ous t.tial and leaves us 
' for politicil reason's.'' · • . .'..,;\, , , - :: ;· '. the· ;vfc.t:µns~,O'f )poffti , :-0 .. •. .'.'J.udi, with':an :a¢toutit 1hat ·ri.6 :futur~ Study- .carr 
. . Now; Fraridf~u.S$eJl:)v.l)q12~ ,years ,igQ- ' ~i~l mnrdeft tifc'J.atms toifnu:C'fi <in :S;J,Y..'" afford to over1ooic ' , ,.· •• 
supP,ortecl tbe •gui'Jty'v~h11¢t·111\hiswe11 ~re, mg :t)la~-.th~ 9.ase~is',ti~J.V;nes0J,v:eq;, .a:nd:,th?,'t. _ 
· ceived "Tr,agegy 'ib,.'{)e·dham,'.'' • gi v.es. his .. . • Sa~()o,'.s ,gl\i~t ~nct¥a:mietti 's 1c~n:i,p}j.ci~y;ar$ • 
c1.(pd.ateu view. of :the· .ca:sa :iw'''.:Sacco ·wnGI :sohdlY,;es.taib1isl)e.d, . . , ' 1 ., ''. ,S .• 

, V arize:ttt ['.he _:Gas~: :ResoJv;eq'" "(B?t;f:>er '&: ::Ec'qf'.thjs \Cohc1usi_bii: ':~{ ~~!f:~s 101:Ji ~ c>rff-, 
' . ' .. . ' . . . . . . .., .. _ .. ,. __ ;; .,_ 

Nf:r, Rdd@sli, . i s an .. a~thor and. ,h.ts,tory .: 
prgjess<ir:,at 1h~ City pniversity qf New 
York, , . ' • •. • 
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Listeiiirig to Writers T.ark Politics <• 
~ 

-Mr.,V.idal:seem:ec1·to·.tltinkcit:w'a's'kill- ·• ::mu_c~ .ctiVei"s1ty ~i'I'l· .th€!1r-_~ei~~'.-il(in-a: -~~ ·ori •~Firing.Line:i,:.Y,ou'l'niy think that { 
ing. A mOlllent later, $.e '.talked about sometirnes,there is a·.paranoid-i;trn~·: Watetgate>has been · teported, ana.H .\ 
the time.he ran forthe'Senate in Cali- Mr. Vormegut, for example; ,ap- '~yzed. and judged. Mr. Mailer does-; 

·State . ., A,_ momeri.'t later, he quOtes fornia. "The system was even more peared . on public • broadcasting re- not. Watergate, he ~ays, involved ! 
.corrupt than I expected;" • be said.' cently . .in -a program origin~IJy "five different-conspita~ies, '' and we ~ :::i:-~i~~~~:~~~~i: , \!All the p6liticians wer;El .·boµght by produced 'by the BBC. ·"The Jie}; we will .not knqw -the truth about what .r 

cized because of :Vietnam. There ,is · •the· aerospace . ind.Ustizyf" ·Howeyer, . ·~~ve .. beenf~ about nuclear'enel'fil'.)~' ·: .really .. ·bappened for .50 ~years •• Mr. ;· 
Some desliltory .sparring about this. whatTeallyfinished'his'.campaigD, he · he said,. ·''have been as. ·ctinningly, Buckley reminds .Mr. Mailer then i-
:and then.Mr. •:Buckley .again quotes s~id, was the: arrival in ,California of .crafted as ~h~ mas5er.Qtec_~~of !l_~:Q.= ·~hat he ~as ._i!_l_sb said the. murder of ( •' 
somet~g. ~ -. Vonn~gut :said,: ·"J .. Senator .Edward M. Kennedy. ,1',1.r . venuto Cellun •• ·lf 'we let' them,·they , Jofin Y. ·Ketµ:1ed:Y ,wa~ a conspiracy. 
h t a:~ ·a tb lA:m . VddEil:tql~:Maria Shrive1;, ,the-cq:-hc,st .. , will_ :~ii! ;ev~rythirtg ·?I1 'thi~ --lovely _Mr. MailePignrir~ him •. The wond~r- ~ 

QP,e} o:ev.e~tu Y est~y,, e • er-::- •.~.t _tpe· ''MQtn.ing' Ne:ws/!t ;w;ho ~s also blue:-gFeen:planetmith their•rebuttals ' ful t~g about Conspiracies i~ that, "' 
;iam ~ ias· :an .:eftectilY'~~:~~~-~ , ·, :"'Mr:-:Kennecly~s .niede", ~-everything to ""."ha~ ~e ·say h~re·. <today ~ -with :while:it· can't_ be: prov~ •th~ exist; <it ~ 
fo~cMr: J:-failer and ._.'Mt. ''N.~egut _ .:...was the fault•of.'''.yeµr'UncJe ,Tedd~." their vicious, stupid lies.') . '· can't be proved they don't .~st. ,Con:- i 
both ch_ u_ckle_; __ .. 'Mr.' .Buc~ey j

5 
"less .'; :Mr. V!_dal.~~d tpat •Mr. Kenn~ ,got. . Mr.. Votinegut did not·identifytbe spiracies·explainw.hytbe.w<?ztl~ ~s.the , 

. .. . cµ.1 the .publicity-.'." hes'1lr wh~ was telling them, nor-did way it.1.s. A .belief in con.sp~raeies-ex- "'r 
~mused. ~-iMy,· ·;politics •1ft:·re . gro- · " • • .:tt he ·.say -why:.h:e .waR sing1ing :out nu. cusesthe.needfor.-seri_otiStWnking·. 1": 
.tesque/' Mr'.'-YODI}egti.t ~ys ch~i--.: ,. fully, whil€: Mi:. "Maile:t :.a~ds: uMr. .Mr, Vidal, of; course,-is.a prpmi- . clear :-ener~, rather than nuclear • • _ 1Meanwhile; Mr.• BU:ckley·presses ·• 
V<;,nnegut is fit~_OUS for .ruS,_se~e ot,' .nent man of'letters; Mr. Mailer and -weapons. On.- the other-hand, it didn't . on ..... Itis true .he is conservatiVe, but ~ 
hyperbole." Actually, .the-disCUSsion Mr._ yonnegllt _are· prominent, too. .-matter. Nuclear .energy, _:nuclear his,stre:rigth as.an-interviewer·is',that , 
. 

11
. . 

1 
·, ·. .· . · .They are•also-putih.·c·peFformers, ex- weapons, nuclear·proliferatioil _. aU be~ ) 1e.i:i~n•.tallow.it1:o .get inthe,.'wayof 111 

:e~t:1Jof;;:~ ,~::l:8 ~:r:~- .pos~g their. psy. ches and, poli~ii;:s. In ;come one and the same. !i-: grea. t ,dark ·- !TI. -. ·sq~e. sti~." ..... This is one. r.~ .. son·"·F_i,r- J 
qu.ired 'to su~tnit -.the_ir -id~'.: ~() any the J980's, ·exposure is _pan of the force hovers,o.ver our lives, ~ -'Y~ .mg ·bine" "has lasted 20.-yeaFSJ ''Will l 
t t f . . ·oa.1 r ,gam~ .. Since.the1930is, it has been as• are. rnanipuJ~ted .by unseen ·h.andsc .• • -~N -::ccystalliz~ ·.a ~ition >tin,•the . 
es ~expen~.z: on ·_p~'tlti ;po 1- sumed that writers ':,al1d 'intellec. tu, als ~e,pa.· radoxis,tha, tt.hr.s:is~>viW·t:Ji~t iril,~gip?tioB ,of ·ttie stat'~. identifying •, 

tiCS- .>u1ey.may,i.ro'·'aS grot~ue or as ood ·t botn·r ft a_,.,,..;,.;h 1M: i:'v av ts?" h ks N ·tu11 ·Qf 'hyper_bo, . ie·ias "therchOOS. e.- as a ·group st ~pmewhere on the •tyll es: . ... ~7 •.~ ~-•&".-f~ _ .~~ o~~:;_. ~ • .emmen •• e as_ •. o, ·Mr. • 
left. " .The radicaLmov:ement .o( the gµt's coupterpart here ~uld ;.be · Vilpilegut answers, but a ''nuinber ·of • .• 

about PEN. Good 
manners and ctilttiral ·conventions 

-'preclude the use of ·worQS-'like that. 
On the other, haDd, -it•s clear where 
everyone's:sympathies lie. Mr. Buck­
ley asks how -PEN could oust -. Chile 
from membership in 1~78, while .. al­
lowing Communist dictatorships to 
remain. In his reply, Mr. Mailer, -now 
the president of ·PEN's American 
chapter, mentions .. tbe .United States 

)P~ffe ._ .... · ~rea~_d •:~h~ 1¥I1e~c~ in- • sqm~ne.like ~e. Rev. Jimmy_'Swag-.. :-re~~r:kabl~ ·rninds·will examine it.; ' ~ 
·_ te1I~tua1<!.lass as ·:we:ll:O'W. know it.in gart , the relevts1on evangelist. C~n- And -~hat .does Mr.,"Mane·r .hope to 

'-··,.:fts ·grea:t size and influence,' '. Lionel spirators are the· enemies. on ' both _gain ff.om .the meetings? ''1 hope:-ltit ~ 
Trilling wrote in the 1960's. Since sides. 1f the ·Communist conspiracy .my··mind will be improved,'' .he says. -~ 
then, ·whole communities of other doesn't ge~ ~• then tlte military-in• That's·· fair:enough, and Mr. Buckley 

. creative people have joined the dustrial compl~x will. . . doesn(tpush. "Firing Line" is•touch­
write!s.rutd intellectuals.·There is-not Mr. Mailet ·_give's us ~ taste Of this ingonjmportantissues. .la ■ 

invasion of Grenada. • 
Eventually, there is a discussion 

about .the Soviet Union. Mr. -Mailer, 
who has often described ·the · United 
States· as "carcinogenic" and "Plas­
tic," ·says insouciantly that .between 
1917 and 1967, one million people were 
murdered -in the Soviet Union each 
year. "The ·point,'' ·he says, ·"is th8.t 
the Sovie_t Vnion is not killing people 
like that anymore." , 

Mr. .Buckley, . paraphr3Sing 
George Orwell, then llqtes that the ob­
ject of a totalitarian state is·to reach a 
poinl',Where -it doesn't have to bother 
murdering ·aJ)yo:tie. 

".By··that m~re/' Mr. Mailer 
says smartly, ''America is far ·ahead 
of the Soviet Un.ion ·and is 'becoming 
.the perfect totalitarian ·state.'' 

There is often a. koofinestr about 
·the wa,y.arists and writers view world 
• affairs. Objective ·data .does not mitt­
ter. (Even the bitterest Soviet-1~:migr~ 
has never claimed -that the Cheka, 
0.GPU or ·NKVD murdered one .mil­
lion _people .a ye"ar :tor.50 yearS:) The 
depressing part, 'however, is ·nOt 'the ' 

• goofiness; it'-s when the self-right­
eousness, anti-Ameri-canism and bad 
manners come· in . 

Thus, Gore 'Vidal (Whom Mr. 
Mailer .cites favorabl;,r. on ·"Firing 
Line" for his -views on internatfonal 
economics) • appeared qn the ·CBS 
0 Morning News'' during the ·Geneva 
summit. ·Ostensibly, ·Mr. Vidal was 
there. to plug his 11ew book, .but poli-

. tics ·was more ·beguµing. President 
Reagan, .he ~aid,. •was "gaga,'' add­
ing: '" Y.ou .. haye this-sort of -zombie 
wandering about. l:Ie doesn'. t know" 
where· Geneva is.-.he thinks ·he?s in 

Mary Vreeland and Robin Pearson Rose star in the CBS Schocilbreak Special 
"Have You Tried Talking to Patty?'.' The h~urlong drama,"about a h~aring' 
impaired teen-ager's attempt to win popularity by d,astica1ly changing her 
appearance; will be on Tuesday afternoon at 4:30. 

Nicaragua." . • • 
This -wa,;.n•~- amusing,,. ~i,~ough . ,l,C..- ---- - - - - --'---------'---'--'----- ---'-- - - --- --"--...J 
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