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THE

resident Reagan came to

office determined to get

tough on international terror-

ism. His first secretary of
state suggested that combating ter-
rarism would be for Mr. Reagan's
foreign policy what human rights
had been for Jimmy Carter's.

A week after taking office Mn
Reagan laid down the law: “Let ter-
rorists be aware that when the rules
of international behavior are vio-
lated, our policy will be one of swift
and effective retribution.”

Words, however, came easier than
deeds. When, in 1983, a terrorist
attack on the Marine barracks in
Beirut took 241 American lives, the
president declared that “every effort
will be made to find the criminals
responsible for this act of terrorism,
5o this despicable act will not go
unpunished.”

But unpunished it has gone.
Administration spokesmen said they
had a good idea as to who was
involved and who was complicit in
the deed, but retribution was pre-
ciuded for various reasons; guilt or
complicity could not be determined
t0 a certainty, and to the extent it
could, the guilty could not be pun-
ished without harming innocent
bystanders.

Then, in 1985, a TWA flight was
hijacked, and one U.S. sailor aboard
was tortured and murdered. The
president warned that “terrorists

Today’ terrorism —
with its hijackings
and the rise of an
international terror
network — was
Dioneered by the
PLO.

are waging ... a war against all of
civilized society;” which had come to
pose a “criminal threat to
civilization.”

When the surviving hostages
were released, the president called
upon the world community “to
stamp out this ugly, vicious evil of
terrorism.” For our part, he said, “We
will not rest until justice is done.”
And he boldly proclaimed: “Terror-
ists, be on notice: we will fight back
against you.”
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But in the months since, this fight
has not been much in evidence.
News reports say the FBI is trying
to identify the hijacker/murderers
and that grand jury indictments
might be sought against them. This
presumably could lead to an extradi-
tion request to Lebanon which would.
be addressed to that country’s Min-
ister of Justice, Mr. Nabih Berri.
This is the same Mr. Berri to whom
the hijackers delivered their hos-
tages and who negotiated on the
hijackers’ behalf, declaring at the
time: “Iam not a go-between. [ am a
party, and I ... have adopted the
demands of the hijackers.”

If this sounds a bit comical, it
might be said in the president’s
defense that figuring out just how
best to fight terrorism is no easy
challenge. But now the president is
in danger of heading down a path
that could really make a mockery of
his strong declarations against ter-
rorism. That path leads to U.S.
legitimation of the Palestine Liber-
ation Organization. N

The president finds himself in
this position for the best of reasons.
He is eager to advance the peace
process in the Middle East, and he is
encouraged by signs that a settle-
ment between Israel and Jordan
may be within reach. Israeli Prime
Minister Shimon Peres is keen for a
compromise with Jordan; and Jor-
dan’s King Hussein has told U.S. offi-
cials in recent months that he, too.
would like a deal.

For years, even decades, it has
been belicved that in his heart King
Hussein was willing to make peace'
with Israel, but that fear for the
integrity of his kingdom and for his
own life deterred him. Now, he says,
he is willing to go forward, but
because he is still fearful, he wants
to bring the PLO along.

According to US. officials, King
Hussein has proposed that first the
United States make a diplomatic bow
to the PLO, and then he will negotiate
with Israel. In other words, first the
PLO will be recognized, then it will
be aced out of the negotiations. Why
should the PLO accept this? PLO
leader Yasser Arafat does indecd
want U.S. recognition, but he wants
it precisely in order to enhance his
clout, not as a consolation prize for
being excluded from the real diplo-
matic action. If King Hussein feels
he can't proceed without Mr. Ara-
fat’s approval, then surely Mr. Ara-
fat will insist on being included all
the way.

Surely King Hussein must see
this, and so must the U.S. diplomats
who have been working with him.
What they are apparently hoping is
that Mr. Arafat will make some kind
of gesture that will serve to justify
his inclusion in the next steps of the
diplomatic process. Perhaps he will
accept U.N. Resolution 242; perhaps
he will do something else.

or example, King Hussein
Frecently told U.S. officials that

Mr. Arafat was prepared to
renounce “terrorism,” with the
caveat that he would reaffirm his
commitment to “armed struggle.”
But this only illustrates the fatuous-
ness of the whole exercise. “Armed
struggle” has always been the PLO’s
term for its attacks on school buses,
kindergartens, apartment houses.
What they call “armed struggle” is
what we call terrorism.

Even if Mr. Arafat were prepared
to make a more convincing gesture,
there is still something fundamen-
tally wrong with the idea of making
an Israel-Jordan dialogue contin-
gent on a U.S.-PLO dialogue: peace
with the PLO is a chimera.
Everything about the PLO — its ide-
ology, its fractiousness, its penchant
for violence, indeed the murderous
way in which it settles its own inter-
nal disputes — tells us that the PLO
is incapable of making and abiding
by a peace agreement. And indeed
the PLO’s charter and resolutions
tell us the same thing.

In pursuing this chimera much °

may be lost. The opportunity for pro-
gress between Israel and Jordan will
probably be squandered. The
chances of persuading King Hus-
scin to take a step toward peace with-
out the aegis of the PLO may be
small, but they are better than the
chances of achieving real peace with
the PLO.

And somecthing else important is
at stake. The administration runs the
risk of undermining in a single
swoop all of its efforts to rally world
opinion against terrorism.

he modern scourge of terror-

ism is largely the creation of

the PLO. Terrorism, of course,
has ancient roots, but today's version
— with its airplane hijackings,
assaults on diplomats, and the rise of
an international terror network —
was pioneered by the PLO. That is
why aspiring terrorists from
Europe, Asia, and even Latin
America have for years flocked to
the Middle East to receive their

training at the hands of PLO mas-
ters. And the PLO’s terrorist work
continues unabated. In recent days
PLO groups have claimed responsi-
bility for attacks on Israeli civilians.
To accept the PLO is to legitimate
the model terrorist organization. If
this happens, every aggrieved group
in the world will get the message
that if only it hijacks enough air-
planes, bumps off enough ambassa-
dors, plants enough bombs, then its
cause will gain acceptance, even by
the very bastion of world order, the
United States. By sending that mes-
sage, the president who set out to
stifle terrorism would unwittingly
sei ve to nurture its further growth.

Joshua Muravchik is a fellow at
the Washington Institute for Near
East Policy.
























Israel’s military governor at Nabatiyah and two
senior Israeli officers were killed in an ambush,
while six Palestinian guerrillas were killed in an
encounter with an Israeli Army force near Jazzin.
[1/25 FBIS]

Jan. 27: Egypt and lsrael began talks in the Negev
town of Beersheba over the disputed area known
as Taba, on the outskirts of Elath. {1/27 NYT)

Urquhart broke off his Middle East mission on
the grounds that Lebanon refused to coordinate
with Israel or the UN regarding security measures
in Southern Lebanon. [1/27 JP]

Jan. 28: US Secretary of Defense Caspar
Weinberger and Secretary of State George Shultz
met with Israeli Defence Minister Yitzhak Rabin in
Washington and assured him that despite impend-
ing US-Soviet talks on the Middle East, the US
opposes any attempts to hold an international
conference on the Middle East in which the USSR
would participate. [1/29 WP]

Jan. 29:; An Egyptian court rejected the suit of five
publishing houses seeking suspension of the Cul-
ture Ministry’s decision to allow Israel to partici-
pate in Cairo’s book fair. {1/30 FBIS]

Israel and Egypt concluded their negotiations

over Taba, saying they had narrowed their differ-
ences and would continue talks in the future, [1/30
WP]
Jan. 30: The Jerusalem Post reported that 14
residents of southern Lebanon had been murdered
in the past two weeks for collaborating with Israel.
[1/31 JP)

An Israeli bus driver was shot and wounded near
the West Bank town of Halhul. [1/31 JP]

Israeli Knesset members from the Likud, the

National Religious Party, Tehiya and Morasha
parties said they would join Rabbi Moshe Levinger
in his sitdown strike outside the Dehaishe refugee
camp to protest Israeli Defence Ministry *‘laxity™
in stopping Arab violence against Israeli settlers.
[1/31JP]
Jan. 31: The Fath Central Committee announced
its willingness to work with Jordan for progress in
the Middle East peace process and called for an
international conference to be attended by the US
and the USSR. [2/1 FBIS]

Jewish settlement leaders in the West Bank
threatened to take vigilante action throughout the
occupied territories unless Israeli security forces
cracked down on anti-settler violence. [2/3 NYT]
Feb. 1: An Israeli died of wounds from a firebomb
attack on his pickup truck in the West Bank. It was
the first Israeli civilian death due to an Arab attack
in the West Bank in two years. [2/2 WP]

Feb. 2: Israeli troops arrested ‘‘dozens’’ of Pales-
tinians in the Dehaishe refugee camp in response to
a week of stonethrowing and firebomb attacks on
Jewish settlers in the area. {2/3 NYT]

Feb. 3: Jewish settlers blocked main roads in the
West Bank for two hours to protest government

364

leniency towards Arab attacks on Israeli vehicles.
[2/4 NYT]

In New York, Rabin said he would increase
security measures on the West Bank when he
returned to lsrael. [2/4 FBIS]

Feb. 4: An Israeli soldier was shot and killed while
on guard duty at Israeli government offices in
Ramallah. Israeli troops imposed a temporary cur-
few on the town, detained a large number of people
for questioning, and closed more than 100 Arab
shops to punish merchants for not cooperating with
their search for the gunman. [2/7 NYT]

Feb. 5: Both the PFLP and the dissident movement
of Fath under Sa‘id Masd Muragha (Abo Misa)
claimed responsibility for killing the Israeli soldier
in Ramallah the day before. [2/5 FBIS]

Feb. 6: Lebanese Cabinet Member Nabih Birri said
100 Israelis had been killed in a suicide car bomb
attack near Tyre and called for a general strike to
protest Israeli actions. Israel said only 10 soldiers
were wounded and none killed in the attack. [2/7
FBIS]

The Israeli army conducted a major raid on the
Shi'T villages of Burj al-Shamali and Marika in
response to mounting attacks on Israelis in south-
ern Lebanon. [2/7 NYT]

Feb. 7: West Beirut and other Muslim areas in
Lebanon were shut down by a general strike called
by Birri to protest Israeli actions. [2/8 FBIS]

Feb. 8: The Israeli government banned Arabs from
the occupied territories from attending a rally in
Nazareth marking the 40th day since the murder of
Hebron Mayor Fahd al-Qawasimi. [2/8 FBIS]
Feb. 10: Israeli jets attacked what Israel said was a
Palestinian guerrilla base in the Biga‘ Valley, [2/11
NYT] . ’

Three Israeli soldiers were killed and four
wounded in attacks in southern Lebanon. [2/11 JP]

‘Arafat arrived in Amman for talks with Husayn.

[2/12 LM]}
Feb. 11: Israeli Attorney General Yitzhak Zamir
said he had asked police to investigate the entire
6-man delegation of the Progressive List for Peace
after its meeting with *Arafat in Tunis on Feb. 9, to
see if they had committed the crime of contact with
an enemy agent. [2/12 JP)

Amman radio announced that ‘Arafat and
Husayn had reached agreement on the formula for
a joint Jordanian-Palestinian move for Middle East
peace. [2/12 FBIS]

Meeting in Washington with President Reagan,
Saudi Arabian King Fahd urged the US to re-
engage in the search for peace in the Middie East,
but Reagan insisted the Arab states must take the
initiative by agreeing to direct negotiations with
Israel. {2/12 NYT]

Israeli planes attacked what it said were Palestin-
ian guerrilla bases in southeast Lebanon. Lebanese
witnesses said four guerrillas and nine schoolgirls
were wounded. [2/12 NYT]


































diplomat, and that the hijackers had demanded the
release of prisoners in Kuwait. [12/6 WP]

Dec. 7: Hijackers of a Kuwailti plane in Tehran said
they had killed 2 American and 2 Kuwaiti pas-
sengers and threatened to kill 2 Kuwaiti diplomats
and an American official unless Kuwait released a
group of convicted terrorists, according to the
Iranian press agency. [12/8 WP]

Dec. 8: The Kuwaiti parliament called on Iran to
“‘intervene seriously’’ to free the hostages of a
Kuwaiti plane in Tehran and backed the Kuwaiti
government’s refusal to meet the hijackers’ de-
mands. [12/9 WP]

Dec. 9: Iranian security forces stormed the hijacked
Kuwaiti airliner in Tehran, arresting 4 hijackers
and freeing the 9 remaining hostages. [12/10 WP}
Dec. 11: The US criticized Iran for having en-
couraged *‘extreme behavior” by hijackers in Iran
and demanded that Iran prosecute the hijackers or
extradite them for trial. It confirmed that 2 US
Agency for International Development officials had
been killed. [12/12 WP}

Dec. 13: Prime Minister Musavi indicated that
hijackers of a Kuwaiti airliner could only be extra-
dited if an opposition leader in France was returned
to Iran, [12/13 WP]

Dec. 18: Iran said it would try 4 hijackers who
killed 2 Americans aboard a Kuwaiti jetliner. [12/19
WP}

Dec. 25: The Iranian news agency reported that a
car bomb explosion in Tehran killed at least 4
people and injured 50. It accused American ‘‘ter-
rorist agents’’ of responsibility. {12/26 WP}

Dec. 26: A bomb exploded in Tehran. No casualties
were reported. [12/27 WP]

Iraq

(See also, Regional Affairs, Turkey)

1984

Oct. 16: King Husayn of Jordan held talks in
Baghdad with President Saddam Husayn during a
one-day visit to Iraq. [10/17 FBIS]

Oct. 18: Foreign Minister Tariq ‘Aziz arrived in
Moscow for a one-day working visit. {10/19 NYT)
Oct. 20: Two hundred fifty members were elected
to the national assembly. {10/26 MEED]

Oct. 24: Iraq confirmed that it had agreed on joint
action with Turkey against Kurdish guerrilias in
border areas. including a possible pursuit into each
other’s territory. [10/25 JP)

Oct. 29: Western and Arab diplomats said Kurdish
separatists in northern Iraq had increased attacks
on government troops after a cease-fire ended
earlier in the month. {10/30 NYT]

Nov. 3: Kurdish rebel sources said Iraq had ex-
ecuted over 37 army deserters of Kurdish origin
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since it broke off negotiations several days before
with Kurdish rebels. [11/4 WP)

Nov. 26: The US and Iraq announced at the conclu-
sion of a meeting between Foreign Minister ‘Aziz
and US President Ronald Reagan in Washington
that they had resumed diplomatic relations broken
by Iraq in 1967. [11/27 WP)

Dec. 12: An interior ministry spokesman said 2
children were killed and 5 people wounded in a
bomb blast in Baghdad, and charged ‘“*agents of the
Iranian and Syrian regimes’’ with responsibility.
[12/14 JP]

Israel

(See also, Arab-Israeli Conflict, Sudan)

1984

Oct. 17: US Defense Secretary Caspar Weinberger
announced at the end of a visit to Israel that the US
would grant Israel access to technology needed for
its Lavi fighter jet. [10/18 NYT]

Oct. 22: Prime Minister Shimon Peres told the
Knesset that the Israeli government had decided to
defer action on what he said was a US offer to defer
a $500m debt payment. [10/23 NYT)

Oct. 23: The government adopted an economic
plan which included a wage and price freeze,
35-40% cut in real gross wages, and dismissal of
thousands of civil servants. [10/24 JP]

Nov. 4: A 3-month freeze on prices, wages and
taxes went into effect after government, Histadrut
labor union and private employers’ representatives
reached agreement on an economic plan. [11/4 JP]
Nov. 5: South African Foreign Minister Roelof
Botha met with Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir
during a ‘‘private visit’ to Israel. [11/6 NYT]
Nov. 13: A $50m libel suit by Industry and Trade
Minister Arie} Sharon against Time Inc. began in
New York. [11/14 WP}

Dec. 5: Prime Minister Peres arrived in Paris for a
4-day official visit to France. [12/5 FBIS]

Dec. 11: The US Defense Department confirmed
that US and Israeli naval vessels were conducting
joint anti-submarine exercises in the Mediterra-
nean. [12/12 WP}

Sephardi Torah Guardians (Shas) party leader
Rabbi Yitzhak Peretz informed Peres that Shas was
withdrawing from the government. [12/12 JP)

Dec. 16: Shas leader Peretz submitted his letter of
resignation as Minister without Portfolio to Peres.
{12/17 NYT]

Dec. 20: National Religious Party leader Yosef
Burg became minister for religious affairs and Shas
leader Peretz became minister of the interior in a
compromise which averted the collapse of the
coalition government. [12/21 NYT]











































































