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The Sandinista Military Build-Up:
An Update















tegrated literally overnight; many
guardsmen, including most of the
higher ranking officers, fled into exile,
while thousands of others, mostly en-
listed men, were imprisoned by the
new government.*

When the Sandinistas marched tri-
umphantly into Managua on July 19,
1979, there was great hope for
Nicaragua’s future. The leaders of the
FSLN, a self-proclaimed Marxist-
Leninist “vanguard,” had nonetheless
publicly pledged themselves to the
principles of political pluralism, a_
mixed economy, and a nonaligned for-
eign policy. Although dominated by
the Sandinistas, the new Government
of National Reconstruction (GRN) in-
cluded many others who also had par-
ticipated in the anti-Somoza revolu-
tion.’ The GRN enjoyed broad interna-
tional support, and the United States
took the lead in the assistance effort,
authorizing $118 million of economic
aid and humanitarian assistance during
the following 18 months.

Once in power, the Sandinistas quickly
set about building their armed forces
and transforming their guerrilla army
into a well-equipped professional mili-
tary. The comandantes realized from
the outset that they would need a
large, politicized military to pursue
their revolutionary objectives and to
hold power once the bloom of the rev-
olution had worn off and their true
political orientation was exposed.® In
the fall of 1979, they initiated a mili-
tary build-up without precedent in
Central America. In eight years, the
Sandinistas have developed a military
establishment with firepower and mo-
bility unmatched in the region. This
expansion has been made possible
with massive assistance from Cuba
and the Soviet Union. Indeed, only the
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“We reaffirm that we are arming our-
selves without spending one cent and we
reaffirm that we do not have to render
accounts to anyone whether there are
tanks, cannons, or planes here.”

—Defense Minister Humberto Ortega

AP/Wide World Photos

1960s is comparable to what has been
occurring in Nicaragua since 1979.
The Sandinista plan called for a
steady increase in the number of men
and women under arms, first through
voluntary enlistment and later through
conscription. By mid-1987, they had

amassed an active-duty force of more
than 74,000. The Sandinistas’ total
strength, including all regular, reserve,
and militia units and security forces,
now is about 120,000 out of the 1.5
million adult Nicaraguan population.

The Sandinistas now have 40 major garrisons and smaller posts throughout the nation.
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total value of tanks, helicopters, and
other war materiel shipped to
Nicaragua had exceeded $2 billion.

Contrary to assertions that this mili-
tary build-up came in response to
“counterrevolutionary activities” and
“foreign aggression,” the blueprint for
the creation of the largest army in
Central America was drawn at least
two years before significant armed
resistance had developed.' The
Sandinistas planned and began to im-
plement their build-up at a time when
the revolution still enjoyed strong sup-
port at home and abroad.

The Sandinista build-up is un-
precedented. Even at the height of the
civil war that eventually deposed the
regime of Anastasio Somoza, the
country’s National Guard never ex-
ceeded 10,000 men. The Sandinistas

now have a total armed force—regular
army, air force, navy, reserves, mili-
tia, and security forces—of 120,000.
That represents a higher proportion of
the population on active duty than any
other nation in Central America. In
tanks and armored vehicles, Nicaragua
now surpasses all the other countries
of Central America combined.

The militarization of Nicaragua
has enabled the Sandinistas to tighten
their control over the people. The mil-
itary itself has a political mission; key
positions are held by members of the
Sandinista Front, and recruits are in-
doctrinated with Marxist ideology.

The military build-up has exacer-
bated Nicaragua’s economic crisis.
Comandante Daniel Ortega has ac-
knowledged that 50 percent of the
1986 budget was allocated to the mili-
tary.'s Resources needed for social
programs and economic development
have been diverted to military pur-
poses. Moreover, the mobilization has

.
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cut deeply into Nicaragua’s work
force, taking tens of thousands of peo-
ple out of the productive sector. The
latest harvests of coffee and cotton
were reduced significantly because of
the shortage of labor, resulting in
sharp drops in Nicaragua’s already re-
duced foreign exchange earnings.

Nicaragua’s disproportionate
build-up has alarmed its neighbors."!
Costa Rica, Nicaragua’s southern
neighbor, with a population of 2.4 mil-
lion, has no army; its 8,000-troop
Civil Guard and Rural Guard are es-
sentially constabulary organizations.
They do not have heavy equipment
such as tanks and artillery.

Honduras, Nicaragua’s northern
neighbor, with a population of 4 mil-
lion, has a military of about 17,000.
The Honduran army has about 20 reg-
ular battalions, of which fewer than 15
are actual maneuver units, compared
to the Sandinistas’ 34. The Hondurans
have no tanks and are keenly aware
that the Choluteca Gap, which
stretches from western Nicaragua into
southern Honduras, could provide an
avenue of attack for a Sandinista ar-
mored thrust into their nation.
Honduras’ primary deterrent to a
Sandinista attack is its air force.'8
Over the past few years, however, the
credibility of this deterrent has eroded
as the Sandinistas have developed a
nationwide radar system and deployed
hundreds of antiaircraft guns and
surface-to-air missiles.

Although El Salvador does not
share a common border with
Nicaragua, the government of Presi-
dent Jose Napoleon Duarte has repeat-
edly noted that the Sandinistas have
supported leftist Salvadoran rebels.?®

Nicaragua’s military build-up
complicates the search for a peaceful
resolution of the regional crisis. In the
past eight years, the Sandinistas have
had unchallenged military superiority
in Central America and have been
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2. “Nicaragua Junta Assumes Rule in Ju-
bilant Managua,” Washington Post, July 21,
1979, p. A-1. .
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10. In addition to prescribing the “purge
[of] the army at all levels, eliminating those
elements who are incompatible with revolu-
tionary measures,” the Sandinistas from the
outset called for instituting “mandatory mili-
tary service,” which eventually became neces-
sary as voluntary recruitment was not keeping
pace with their militarization. (See The 72-
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14. In a May 25, 1980, speech, Interior
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extortion.” See “We Will Never Negotiate With
the Contras,” Washington Post, March 30,
1985, p. 21.

16. Even this figure conceals the true ex-

tent of the build-up, however, since much of
the arms and ammunition is obtained from the
Soviets under long-term credits and, therefore,
does not show up in the budget.

17. A 1983 Gallup International Poll
showed that Nicaragua’s growing military
strength and support of subversive movements
in other countries were a source of concern
throughout the region. For an analysis of this
poll, see La Nacion International (San Jose,
Costa Rica), November 20-24, 1983.

18. In 1987, the United States agreed to
sell 12 F-5E jet fighters to Honduras. How-
ever, these aircraft will replace a badly deterio-
rating fleet of Super Mystere jets and will
represent little change in performance or com-
bat capability. The Sandinistas’ procurement of
jet fighter aircraft would effectively neutralize
the Honduran balance of forces by matching
Honduran airpower, while maintaining their ad-
vantage in ground forces. Thus, a Sandinista
jet fighter fleet could further skew the balance
of military power in Central America and
would be destabilizing for the whole region.
Saying the Sandinistas reserved the right to
procure MiG fighter jets, Defense Minister
Humberto Ortega stated, “We have the air-
field; we have the men.” (See Julia Preston’s
“Nicaragua Says It Will Proceed With Plans To
Get MiGs,” Washington Post, Aug. 3, 1987,
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Government of Nicaragua and the Soviet Union.
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inista officials met with Salvadoran guerrilla
leaders in Managua to plan how to continue
the struggle. The first arms to be shipped to
the Salvadoran guerrillas came from Sandinista
stockpiles in Costa Rica. On March 4, 1982,
Congressman Edward P. Boland (D-MA), then
Chairman of the House Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence, cited convincing evi-
dence that the Salvadoran insurgents “rely on
the use of sites in Nicaragua for command and
control and for logistical support.... Contrary
to repeated denials of Nicaraguan officials,
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porting the Salvadoran insurgency.” See De-
partment of State/Department of Defense pub-
lication, The Challenge to Democracy in Cen-
tral America, October 1986, pp. 47-54.

20. Eduardo Ulibari, director and editor of
La Nacion, Costa Rica’s largest daily news-
paper, referred to the impact of Nicaragua’s
military build-up on the other nations of Cen-
tral America in his article “Costa Rica and
Honduras Find Washington an Unreliable
Ally,” Wall Street Journal, January 25, 1985,
p. 21. Ulibari concluded that, absent strong
support from the United States, a likely conse-
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and the militarization of Honduras.

21. Report of the National Bipartisan
Commission on Central America, January
1984, p. 114.






SANDINISTA PERSECUTION OF JEWS

dandinista persecution of Nicaragua's small Jewish community
has resulted in the virtual disappearance of Jewish life in
Nicaragua. An exiled Nicaraguan Jew has said: "Even before
the Sandinistas came to power, they began threatening the Jews.
. . . Graffiti by Sandinistas was widespread, with attacks on
Jews and their religion. One was 'Death to Jewish pigs.' The
initials FSLN in red and black left no doubt as to who was
responsible.”

® Oscar Kellermann, a former vice president of the Nicaraguan
Jewish community suffered repeated harassment and three
attempts on his life before finally being forced into
exile just before the Sandinista takeover..

) Sarita Kellermann, Oscar's wife, returned to Nicaragua
after the revolution, and received threatening phone calls
("What Hitler started, we'll finish.") repeated house
searches without cause or warrant, vandalism and looting.

° Abraham Gorn, the 70-year-o0ld former president of the
Jewish community was imprisoned and forced to sweep the
streets. Later his textile factory was confiscated and he
was threatened with death unless he left the country.

® Official Sandinista publicaticons contain anti-Semitic
" and anti-Zionist views, calling Jewish houses of worship
"Synagogues of Satan," blaming the Jews for the death
of Christ, and accusing the Jews of having a "bourgeois
“mentality."

Sandinista anti-Semitism dates to the 1960s when the FSLN made
ties to the Palestine Liberation Organization, a terrorist
group dedicated to the destruction of Israel and responsible
for hundreds of attacks against Jews all over the world.

® Sandinista militants trained in guerrilla warfare at PLO
camps in Libya in the 1960s and 1970s.

® Announcing their friendship with the PLO, Sandinista
militants firebombed Managua's synagogue during a PFriday
night service in 1978, They later confiscated the
synagogue, and covered it with pro-PLO, and anti-Zionist
slogans.

™ Sandinista officials and PLO leader Yasir Arafat have
voiced their sympathy for each other, and their common

cause, as commandante Tomas Borge did in 1980 saying, "We
say to our brother Arafat that Nicaragua is his land and
the PLO cause is the cause of the Sandinistas.”
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March 11, 1986

Ronald Reagan

President of the United States
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Reagan,

On the dates of March 3 and 4, 1986, Suzanne Miller,
Albert Braunfisch, and I visited the Nicaraguan Refugee
camp in Jacaleapa, Honduras. What we saw has changed our
lives. Never before have we felt so certain that the United
States must help the Freedom Fighters in Nicaragua. Please,
allow me to share with you some of our experiences.

When we arrived at the camp, our first impression was
"Not bad, relatively speaking". However, it got worse as we
talked to the Refugees, or Political Prisioners as they
should more appropriately be called. They live in shacks
the size and quality of chicken coops with ten to twelve
people in each dwelling. They have no running water, no
latrines, no electricity, an eight day ration of food that
would last the typical American four meals, no soap, no
clothes other than those brought by misionaries;... .
In fact, Albert and I gave them the shoes off our
feet. The conditions are so demoralizing that refugees
are leaving the camps and returning to Nicaragua; Not
because the Government is getting better, but, as one of the
refugees told us:

"many people are going back, not because they
like the Sandinista .Government, but because of
the condition of life here. We are suffering
now for liberty, but if liberty won't come,

it is better to suffer in your own country."

- The hypocrisy lies with the United Nations. While
we were there we spoke with the United Nations High
Council for Refugees. They told us "we do not want to
baby sit the Nicaraguans". Yet the El Salvadoran Refugees
are given land to grow crops, shops to make clothes,....
In fact the UNHCR is hoping that the Nicaraguans will



return. When they return it gives credibility to the
Sandinistas.

I could go on and on, but I won't. Instead, I have
enclosed a transcript of a tape recorded interview we did
with an English speaking refugee. 1In addition, I am having
two letters that were given to us to present to you
translated. 1In one, a mother tells us that she prays
every night for you and Nancy on her rosary so that your

lives may be blessed. How do you answer something like
that?

Mr. President, my basic point is this: 1In the past, we
as Conservatives have talked about nothing but guns. We
need guns, yes. But the reason we need guns is so that we
can protect our way of life from the cancer of Communism.

We need guns so that we can fight for a better life for
those who live and dream as Americans. This point has been

missed. We need to start arguing from a humanitarian high
ground.,

Let's win this one, together. Let's not just win one
for the Gipper, let's win one for the children.

Sincerely

Kyle reary
Natio airman

KDM:dc
Enclosures

P.S. I will deliver the letters as soon as they are
translated. 1In addition, I will share with you some of
the photographs of the children.



The following is a transcript of a tape recorded
interview lead by Suzanne Miller and Albert Braunfisch of

the Young Conservative Alliance of America.

The interview

is with Freddie, a Nicaraguan Refugee currently residing in
the United Nations Refugee Camp in El Paraiso province in

Honduras.

The session was recorded on March 4, 1986

in the shack where Freddie and eight of his freinds live.

Suzanne-

Freddie-~

Suzanne-

Freddie-

Suzanne-
Freddie-
Suzanne-

Freddie-

Albert-

Freddie-~

Albert-
Freddie-

Albert-

This is Suzanne Miller. Albert Braunfisch and

I are in Honduras at the United Nations Refugee
camp for Nicaraguans. We are sitting in a house
with "muchas personas" and we are going to
interview them about why they are here. Freddie,

would you like to tell us your name, where you are
from, and why you fled Nicaragua?

Well, my name is Freddie Medrano, I come from a
small city about 45 kilometres from Managua. I
fled Nicaragua because of the military service.
They [Sandinistas] force young people into the

military. They send young people to the mountains
with military details to fire on our countrymen.

What were you doing in Nicaragua before you came
here?

I was, I was taking my last year of High School
I was going to begin my professional career.

And how old are you?
I am 19.

19 years 01d? What do you do here in the camp?
Well, the

our food.
books, no

only thing we do here is, is we cook
We don't have anything to read, no
magazines, nothing for to do.

What does
person?

the United Nations provide for each

We get a ration of food per a person per a week.
1 pound of rice, 1 pound of beans, 7 ounce of
sugar, half pound of powdered milk, half pound
of flour, 3 pounds of corn, 2 ounces of coffee,
1 ounce of salt, and, that's it.

No fruit?
No fruit.

No vegetables? Can you grow anything here?



Freddie- (he laughs)

Albert~ No?

Freddie- We eat our rice and beans all the week, every day.

Albert- So, um, what do the little children do? Do they
go to school, can they go to school?

Freddie- Just a few of them, because the school is in the
town [Jacaleapa]. It is very dangerous for to
go into town, It is 3 Kilometres away, it is
dangerous to walk on the Highway. Many have
decided that it is better to stay in the camp

because they are afraid that the children will not
return.

Albert- How many people are in the camp?

Freddie-~ 2800.

Albert- 2800, and they are all Nicaraguans?

Freddie- Yes.

Albert- Are all these men here for the same reason?

Freddie- Yes.

Albert- So, have you all gone to High School [Albert is
referring to Freddie's room mates which are
sitting with us]

Freddie- Some of them are ex-students in Nicaragua. The
majority of the popoulation here are campesinos
who lived on the frontier between Nicaragua and
Honduras. About 700 of them are students from
Managua.

Albert- What do you think is the future for Nicaragua?
What is your future, with the FDN, can they win?

Freddie~ 1I think that the FDNwill never beat the
Sandinista Government until the Administration
of President Reagan give more support to the FDN
to overthrow the government., Because the FDN
cannot make it without U.S. help.

Albert- You need American Help?

Freddie- 1In every way.

Albert- Every way?



Freddie-

Suzanne-~

Freddie~

Suzanne-

Fredie~

Albert-

Freddie-
Albert-

Freddie~

Albhert-

Freddie-

Suzanne-
Freddie-
Suzaane-
Freddie~

Suzanne-

Freddie-

Aid. Money., Military. I think it must be very
soon because the U.S. Army can overthrow the
Sandinista government. We need U.S. power.

If you could have your ultimate dream about
Nicaragua, what would it be?

I know that the Nicaraguans would support the
Marines,

Explain yourself.

Well, you know, in Nicaragua we live an American
life, everything was available. ©Now everything is
rationed, food, clothes, everything. Nicaraguans
want liberty, we want democracy. That is why
Nicaraguans want the U.S. to liberate our country.

Will you ever go back to Nicaragua?
Sandinistas stay in power?

If the

I think so.

Why?

Well, some people is going back to Nicaragua
because right now they are offering amnesty.

I don't believe in the Sandinista government...
But it is better than life here.

Yes, because here many people are going back, not
because they like the Sandinista Government, but
because of the condition of life here. We are

suffering now for liberty, but if liberty won't
come, it is better to suffer in your own country.

How many houses are here?

245,

What is the average number of people per house?
twelve.

Ten,

Is there water here,
you do about bathing.

are there bathrooms, what do

We got only water from a well that--~that water

is only used to drink. We do not have a bathroom
here. The workers for the U.N. and Red Cross
have latrines, but they are off limits to us.

We have a stream. And we also must wash our



Albert-

Freddie~

Suzanne-

clothes and bathe there also.
A stream, what about soap?

We receive a little soap but that is only for
clothes. We use the same soap to take a bath.

Who runs this camp, who is here everyday?

(Kyle McCreary walks into the house after playing with some
of the children)

Preddie~

Kyle-

Freddie-

Albert-

Freddie-

Albert-

Freddie-

Albert-

Freddie-

Albert-

Suzanne~-

Freddie-

Albert-

Freddie-

The Red Cross runs the camp but they are only here
not very much. The U.N. comes only twice a week.

How much help do you receive from the United
Nations?

They send just the food.

What about medical attention.
and look at the little kids?

Do any Doctors come

There is a French Missionary Doctor who visits,
But he has to go to this camp and Tepusanti.
[that is one doctor for over 5,000 people]

I see.

Because of the water many of the children are
suffering from diarhea, dysentery,... and colds.

So the water, even if you all drink it,
you sick?

it makes

Yes, and we can not boil the water because we do
not have enough pots.

You don't have enough pots to boil the water?
Unbelieveable.

What happens when someone is sick?
prescribe anything? What do you do?

poes the doctorx

They only prescribe aspirin and, and a drug for

to make you sleep. [Freddie hands Albert a bottle
of pills]
No shots, no immunization?

I have never seen that kind of action from a
doctor here. They prescribe drugs that are
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expired. You can read it here.

This bottle says Dristan Ultra Cold Formula

expiration date December 1984. And this is
March '86.

Who did you get that from?
From the clinic.
From the Crux Roja, the Red Cross?

Yes.

And you say that this is the best that you can
get?

I, I don't like to take this medicine because
it is so old that it makes me sicker.

So it is not safe to take the Medicine?
It makes you sicker?

All the medicine is expired.

All the medicine. Good.

What about clothing?

We do not receive any clothes from the United
Nations or the Red Cross. Only from Missionaries
and Christian organizations from the United
States.,

So everything.....

Everything is from the churches and people like
you.

And the stuff that you brought with you,..?
(He laughs) No.
How often do you have visitors from the U.S.?

Every month. Every week. Who knows.

They come here so often.
Really.,

From the Congress and Senators,...journalists.
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People like us?

Yes, people here call you Gringos.

LaughS.sseess)

Do -you think that they are helping you?
Like us, the CongressmaN.....?

I would like to say something. Many Americans
Have come here to offer some help but, no one
has ever come back. Only one Christian
organization has promised clothes and come back.

You said that many Congressmen have come down.
What were they like? Did they ask questions,
did they offer Help?

They don't offer anything.

Only to go fight
with the Contras.

But we have families here.
So, they don't care about the refugees?

That is why many people don't like it when
Congressmen visit. They do not understand
our life.

What have they said to you about AID to the
Contras?

Well no, last September a Congressman came down
and we asked him about help and he said they are
thinking about it. That is it. We asked him about
help for the people in the camp and he said, "We
are thinking about it.". Because here we have no
electricity, no clothes, no water,...

Nothing.

No toilet paper! We use newspaper or leaves.

So what do you do all day?

At seven o' clock in morning I get water to cook.
I cook. I then stay in the bed. I then cook, um,
how do you say?, Lunch. I lay down. That's it.
Here we have nothing to do. Even the children
get tired of playing. They have no toys.

Nothing to Read?

Nothing for the Kids to play with?
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No.
You need toys for the children?

Yes, the children do not eat because they play all
day. But they get bored.

Up until what age can kids go to school if their
paernts will let them risk going into Jacaleapa?

From seven years old until 15 years old.
So after 15 there is no more school.
There is a Kindergarten.

If they were in Nicaragua, what school?

Just like in the U.S.
University.

Secondary School and then

Do you think there should be a school in the camp?

Yes, and if possible, a University. (He laughs)

Are there any churches in the camp?

Yes. We have two. An Evangelist and a Catholic
churches. But the Evangelists are richer than the
Catholics and no one wants to help. Here we

Nicaraguans and we are mostly Catholic and we
are very poor.

If you were still in Nicaragua and in school
what would you be studying? What would like
to become?
Computers.

Oh really, what about your friends?

(he asks his friends, the responses are Economics,
Vetrainary Science, Computers, Aviation,...)

So you all have dreams too...?

(in broken english) Here we are all ex- students
and we must keep studying so that we can make
liberty in Nicaragua a better place.

Where is your family?

My Father died five years ago. All my family is
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in Nicaragua. I am the youngest so they urged me
to go so that one of us might live.

Dc they [your family] have jobs?

I think so.

Who has most of the jobs in Nicaragua?

I think that Russians, Cubans, East Germans, they
are all over the country. You can not get a job
without their permission. They are all over the
country.

You mean they are taking jobs that other people
could have?

Yes. They have big houses, like a mansion, and

they have very expensive cars.

What do they do? Do you think they are helping
the country? Are they in an advisory role or,...
What do you think they are doin there?

They are exploiting the country. They are giving
away all the riches of the country.

Exploiting the natural rescources?

Yes.

Suppose you wanted to go back to Nicaragua, and
you wanted to go to school. What would the

process be? What would you have to do in order

to get back into school?

I feel as though if I want to go back to Nicaragua
I must take a gun.

So you would have to fight...?

Yes,

So you would have fight against the people you
beilieve in to live.

I would have to deny freedom to survive.
Do you write your family.
Yes, I write, but is very dangerous.

It would be like if Cubans were living in camps
in the United States and were never heard from
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again.

So rather than this being a camp, it's almost
like a prison.

Oh yes, we have a jail in Jacaleapa that is
very comfortable. I would rather live there.

How did you get out of the country?

Well, we must get in contact with a campesino
who lives near the frontier. Then you must
pay him much money to lead you to the border,
About 50,000 Cordovas.

50,0007
Yes, some pay as much as 100,000,
And they help you get to Honduras?

Yes, because between the Honduran border and the
frontier there are many fields where they are
Sandinista land mines and bombing. That is why
it is better to pay them to guide you to the
border.

So the campesinos know where the bombs are?
So how did you come up with that money?
We don't have money.

So did you risk it yourself? bDid you pay someone?
Well, we payed to someone,; to the campesino on the
frontier. When we come here we bring some
quantity of money so we can cross the frontier.
When the money run out, we are left alone.

So the people who are guiding people here are
actually making money?

Yes. They are making richer.

On your way, did you see any attacks?

No, in Nicaragua I belonged to the Red Cross.
In 1945 they, they got some respect. Now the
Red Cross is used to fight against Contras in
battlefields. That is why I decided to come
here,
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So, they made the Red Cross go and fight the
Contras as well?

I think that the Red Cross is also under the
Government.

The Red Cross?

The leadership
also.

of the Red Cross are Sandinistas

Outside of the

Sandinistas, is life in Nicaragua
the same? Are

the stores stocked with goods?
Life in Nicaragua is getting worse every day.
The Economy is bad or good?

Bad, very bad. We must get rationed food.

You can only get so much.

Yes, rationed like here in the camp.
What about the foreigners,

like the Cubans,...

They got plenty.
Russians,

The Cubans, Rast Germans, the
they live better than the Nicaraguans.

Do you think that most of the Nicaraguans still
in Nicaragua are in favor of the Sandinistas?

Not most of the people. Because most of the people
is pressuring the government about the food. But
if you support the government you can get food.
That is why some people follow the Sandinistas.

So some people say that they support the
Governemnt, when they really don't just so
they can get food? So they don't get killed.

Yes that's it.

We read sometimes in the paper that people get
killed if they are against the government. Is
that true?

I think that that kind of attrocity happened in
the towns outside of Managua. That does not

in Managua happen at all. Because there are many
Journalists from all around the world.

So,

in Managua, it is real...peaceful.



Freddie~ Yes they make believe that the country is peaceful

§0,... no one will know.

Albert- So when they bring journalists, and Congressmen in
they see Managua.

Freddie-~ Yes.

Albert- And it looks peaceful. But not the rest of the
country?

Freddie-~ To the congressmen, they show the nice places of
Nicaragua. They do not take them to the market
where people is complaining about the country.

Suzanne- How did you learn to speak English?

Freddie- Well, I take courses for one year in Managua.

Albert- Only one year.

Freddie~ And six months.

Albert- You speak very well for only one year and a
half.

Kyle- You speak better English than 1 do.

{laughter)

Albert- I wonder If you could ask some of the others
here how they feel about the Government.

Freddie- He asks each of them. They all vow not
to return until the government is overthrown.

Claudio- We can not live in Nicaragqua because if we do
we can not study what we want, only what the
Government wants.

Suzanne- Would you have to serve in the Military?

Freddie- Yes. And if the United Nations and the
Sandinistas came to an agreement we could
only return for,...how do you say;..-.
temporary because they would make us leave
again if we do not support Sandinistas.

Suzanne~ So even if,...presto magic,...it worked, you
would still have to come back to this camp?

Freddie~ , It would be dangerous for us because some

people who go back to Nicaragua and then



Albert-

Freddie-

Albert-—
Suzanne-

Freddie-

Albert-~
Suzanne~

Freddie-

Suzanne-—

Freddie-

Albert-
Freddie-
Albert-

Freddie~

Albert-
Freddie-

Suzanne-

Freddie-

Kyle-

try to come back here,... the Honduran army
will kill them.

Why?

Because they would think we were Sandinistas, that
we Were spys.

That is an interesting twist.

What do you think the Hondurans think of you?

I gonna only tell you two words; Hondurans
Hate Us.

That's three words.
why do they hate you.

Because they think we are Sandinistas, we are spy,
and we are taking away their jobs. This is not
true because here can not leave.

Do the Hondurans like the Sandinistas?

I think that the students that are studying

in the University dc. Before I came here I

went to the university and I see many

propoganda in favor of the Sandinista Government.

So you think the young people,...

The young people.
What about the rest of Central America?

I think that the rest of the countries that are
around Nicaragua don't like because the
Sandinista Government is expansive, they

want to get bigger.

They want to expand?
Yes. And the U.S. Army must stop that.

What do you mean by that, the U.S.

stop what?

army must

Because the U.S. will,
lose power in the area.

everyday, are going to

Are you saying that you would like the U.S. Army
to come down to Nicaragua?
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Well, I will say yes, I will say no. Because it
will be dangerous for my country. They say if the
U.5. Army were to invade Nicaragua I will advise
them only to attack the right targets. Not the
cities and the buildings because my Nicaragua

has suffered too much. After the Sandinista war
ocur country was completely destroyed.

If the United States doesn't help, do you think
there is any hope? Who else could you turn to?

I see much hope if the U.S. gives aid to the FDN.
But without it,.....

Who else?

We want the U.S. to help!

1f not the U.S5., then Who?
Maybe, Israel.

Israel?

They are in favor of the FDN.

What do you think aboout the Soviets? The
Russians?

Well, I think the Soviets are smart.
They're smart?

Because they are controlling all the information
around the world. They are better in information
than the Americans. Because Americans always
think of the money. The Soviets are very
scientific. They are better liars.

Is there anything else you would like to say?
To the people in the United States?

We want Nicaragua Free Againli!!
You want your country back.

And also we say to Reagan that we need
some help to keep on studying so that
when our country is free again, we will
be the professionals in our country, not
the Cubans.

Anything else?



¥Freddie~

I think that what the United States did for
Grenada it was great for the Grenadan People,

And that would be a very good way to get the
freedom for the Nicaraguan People.
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