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THEME II

LEADING THE FREE WORLD TOWARD A BETTER FUTURE

The United States needs friends. But followers expect certain
things of leaders.

o Reliability -- will you be there if the crunch comes?

o Solutions to problems.

Four years ago we saw:

0 Unreliability

Threats to pull troops out of Korea
On again =-- off again neutron bombs in Europe

Friends going under from Iran to Ethiopia

o No solutions to big problems

But now:

Our own economy in a mess
Dragging others down with us

Soviets and Cubans running all over Africa and
Central America

0il disruptions lead to gas lines and inflation

o Reliability is back -- when 6 East Caribbean countries
called, we hauled

¢ Our

economy is lifting the world out of depression

o Oil disruptions, gas lines and inflation prevented by
preparedness

0 Suez mining resolved quickly and vital waterway kept open

o Massive debt problems met with timely aid --
international banking system saved

o Nuclear suppliers organized to check proliferation

-



Relations with Asian allies and PRC better than ever

Europe withstands severest Soviet intimidation in
post-war history and comes out stronger.

Grenada is free and Americans rescued

The result is an entirely new climate of confidence and optimism:

(@]

(@]

South Korea feels confident enough to talk to North Korea
West Germany expanding ties to East Germany

Rumania comes to the Olympics

Western resolve leads to easing of pressure in Poland
Jordan recognizes Egypt

South Africa makes accommodation with Mozambique and
moves toward compromise with Angola

El Salvador turns the tide against opposition and offers
to negotiate

Do you want to go back to more Irans, Afghanistans and allied
bickering or stick with steady, reliable, peaceful leadership?
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Or, let's consider another kind of crisis which could have
occurred. While non-violent, it would have been no less
threatening to our national security. It concerns the
international debt situation which could have led to the collapse
of the international banking system. It didn't. Why? Let's
review the history.

o Two years ago Mexico notified us of the difficulty they
would have in meeting payments on their foreign debt.

o Together with Brazil, Argentina and Venezuela, the debt
totaled over $200 billion. If any one or more of these
countries had defaulted, it could have had a very harmful
effect on the international financial system, including a
number of private U.S. banks.

o Of course, private deposits of Americans would have been
guaranteed by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation,
but still there would have been substantial turmoil and
loss within the banking community.

0 But today I can report that none of these countries has
defaulted.

o The reason is that when the problem arose, my Secretary
of the Treasury went to work quietly with the leaders of
the international financial institutions to solve the
problem. And working quietly but heroically they solved
the problem.

o A separate but important outcome of this effort has been
to strengthen our relations with each of these countries
and to preserve democracy in them.

0 Quiet steady solutions to problems -~ that's what
Americans expect of their government. And that's what
they are getting.



THEME IV

DEFENDING AND PROMOTING DEMOCRACY

Twenty years from now will there be fewer or more democracies?
Will the United States be the last bastion, acting alone in a sea

of totalitarian turmoil?

Four years ago, that's where we were

heading with states going under from Ethiopia to Nicaragua.
Nurturing of this big picture issue is an important part of being
President.

What has happened in the last 4 years?

o

o

Democracy has had a renaissance.

Consider this hemisphere -- elections have been held in
Argentina, El Salvador, Honduras, Costa Rica, Guatemala,
Panama and soon they will be held in Grenada.

Dictators are being réplaced by popular leaders.

The United States has assisted this process and supported
the fledgling democracies with aid and security

assistance.

But freedom has enemies and liberty's friends will fail if we
fail them.

o

In El1 Salvador we are helping to restore the economic
foundation which must be the engine which overcomes
unemployment and hunger -- the breeding ground of foreign
subversion. It is working. President Duarte has turned
the tide and is trying to bring the rebels into the

democratic process.

In Nicaragua we are resisting the betraval of a
revolution which is trying to crush its opposition.

In Grenada we stepped in to save American students to
save democracy (The opponent took over a yvear to decide
whether or not that was the right thing to do. That

would have been too late.)

Whether it is the Sandinistas, the PLO, Cuba or the
Soviet Union our friends and allies need our help if they
are to withstand pressure and subversion. It has been my

policy to give them that help.

We all support Democracy. But at the moment of truth,

Mr. Mondale hasn't been so sure.
that's weakness and vacillation.

That's not leadership;

)
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THEME V
MIDDLE EAST POLICY/BEIRUT/TERRORISM

The opponents have charged that my Middle East policy has been
wrong and, in particular, that we ought to have been able to
prevent last month's bombing. What is the truth?

First, why did we send Marines to Lebanon? Two reasons -=- to
prevent another war between Israel and Lebanon, and to try to
relieve the root cause of attacks against Israel from Lebanon =--
the presence of the PLO. Both objectives were accomplished.

o 15,000 PLOs were removed from Lebanon as a result of
Phil Habib's skillful diplomacy. That has fundamentally improved
Israel's security.

o But when the decision became whether or not we were
willing to go to war with Syria to force them from Lebanon, my
decision was no. What about the larger issue of terrorism?
Several facts are important.

- Terrorism is not unique to Lebanon -- it is a global
problem.

- In the last 30 days, there have been 37 terrorist
attacks by 13 groups against 20 different countries.

- Thus, to stop terrorism we must gain the agreement of
all countries that all are threatened and that all must
agree not to harbor them and work together to identify,
track and apprehend them.

o This is how we dealt with the skyjacking problem in the
60's. Only when all of us agreed not to harbor skyjackers did we
curtail it.

o That's why I have sought, and gained the agreement of all
our major allies last June, to start working together better and
to share our intelligence so as to begin to deal effectively with
this problem.

o That's why I submitted a package of legislation to the
Congress earlier this year, including the ability to offer
rewards for information leading to the arrest of terrorists and
several other measures.

o I have also sought additional funds to better protect our
diplomats overseas.

0o We can lick this menace if we work together with our
friends and don't back away or adopt a bunker mentality as some

would have us do. Our diplomats don't feel that way and neither
do I.
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MONDALE ZINGERS

The following are typical examples of what Mondale has been
saying:

"The American people want to know who's in charge here, Mr.
President."

"After four years of sounding like Ronald Reagan, you're
beginning to sound like Walter Mondale."

"How can the American people tell which Reagan -- the old
Reagan or the new one =-- would be President if he's
reelected?"

"Why is this President moving our country down the slippery
slope toward war in Central America?"

"This President has opposed every arms control agreement this
country has ever entered into with the Soviet Union."

"This election is not about slogans, like 'standing tall', it
is about specifics, like the nut ear freeze -- because if
those weapons go off, no one will be left standing at all."

"I don't doubt the President is for peace. But he has not
mastered what he must know to command his own government and
lead."

"This President has finally accepted responsibility for the
deaths of hundreds of Americans in Lebanon. The question is:
How many more lives will be sacrificed to his foreign policy
in a second term, unfettered by any thought of reelection?"

"The President's first thought is to call in the Marines.
Mine is to call in the diplomats."

Attached is Mondale's Georgetown University speech -- "0ld Reacan
vs. New Reagan" -- which you have already seen, and which deals
heavily with foreign policy.

NOTE: Other Mondale "Zingers"” and lines of attack are included

in -individual issue papers.












But now, Six weeks h.fore the election, they reel out a few
sand-aids: they phony up their deficit numbhers; they're silent on
Judg2t and takx plans; they gloat about this temporary recnvery =<
‘né they crow abnut ducking an issue.

For a generation, my nppornent fought Democrats tooth anc
nail. He campaigned for Richard Nixon in 1960. He fought
Kennady on arms control. He fought Johnson on civil rights. He
fought Humphrey on Medicare.

But now, six weeks before the =2lection, he lards his specches
with Roosevelt quotes. He gives a medal to Hubert Humphrey. He
invokes Truman in Missouri. He invokes Kennedy in Connecticut.
And he asks Demncrats to become Republicans -- as if it didn't
matter.

But it does. Take a second look at the Republican “ome
you're beiny sold, and th. platform it's huilt on.

Do you really want to join a party that intends to put
government between you and the most private chaices of your life?

Do you really want women to be paid less than men for the
same work?

Do you really want politicians to choose prayers for your
children?

Do ynou really want to get us deeper into war in Central
America?

Do you really believe there are winners in a nuclear war?

Now some people have declared this election over. They've
announced a Republican landslide. 1In other words, they're
telling you, your vote won't count. Your voice doesn't matter.

This crowd doesn't want you to think about the stakes in this
contest. They want to trivialize it.

That is arrogance. We are in an American Presidential
election. This is a season for passion and principle.

This election is not about jelly-beans and pen pals. It is
about toxic dumps that give cancer to our children.

This election is not about country music and birthday cakes.
It is about old people who can't pay for medicine.

This election is not about the Olympic torch. It is about
the civil rights laws that opened athletics to women and
minorities who won those yold medals.

This election is not about sending a teacher into space. It
4



s about improving teaching and learning here on earth.

This election is not about the size of my opponent's crowds.
It is about the size of his deficits.

This election is not about Republicans sending hecklers to my
rallies. It is about Jerry Falwell picking Justices for th=
Supreme Court.

This election is not about my standing in the polls. It is
about my stand against the illegal war in Nicaragua.

This election is not about slogans, like "standing tall." It
is about specifics, like the nuclear freeze -- because if those
weapons o off, no one will be left standing at all.

This election is about our values.

Today, millions of American children are horn in poverty.
Many 4o to school hungry. Many don't learn to read, and don'*
learn to hope. And nearly everything we've done as a nation to
help those children has been cut bhack by this Administration.

Today, there are Americans roaming the streets and slxoping
on yrates, bag women and broken men =-- and thousands of them
plunged into that tragedy because this Administration threw them
off the disability rolls.

Today, our country is peddling guns around the world. The
African drought has brought massive starvation == hut this
Administration is shipping them less food, and more weapons.

The Republicans say they're for family values. But families
don't disown their weaker children. What would we think of
parents who taught their kids to think only of themselves, and
not to care for their brothers and sisters? What would we say
about parents who lived in high style =-- and left their children
in debt as a result?

In this campaign, I will do everything I can to focus our
nation on thes® guestions -- whatever the political consejuences.
It must never be said that in 1984, we did not know what we were
COln(‘. -

1 won't permit this crowd to steal the future from our
children without a fight. I won't let them put ice in our soul
without a struggle. They have a right to ask for yourvote. But
I'1l be damned if I'll let them take away our conscience.

The other week, Mr. Reagan and I both spoke at the
Italian-American Foundation dinner here in Washington.

He told a moving story about an Italian immigrant who came to
5



merica with nothing. One of his children was 2 milkman. One of
his children, in turn, became a suryeon. And one day, the
surgeon saved the life of a President of the United States who
had been shot. _

It was a fitting tribute to Dr. Joseph Giordano =- head of
the trauma team here at George Washington University Hospital.

The other day, Dr. Giordano wrote an article you may have
seen. In it, he said: Mr. President, you only told us part of
the story.

Yes, my parents sacrified for me. But I was also helped
through collesge by low-interest federal student loans. '

Yes, I saved your life, and I was proud to do it. But the
medical technonlogy I used wouldn't have existed without years of
federally=funcasd research.

And yes, my parents worked hard all their lives. Aut now

they rely on Social Security, ang more than once my father has
benefitted from Medicare.

Mr. President, there are millions of Americans making it on
their own. But there are millions of others who ne=d some help
once in a while == just as you needed some help the.day Dr.
Giordano saved your life.

That's the kind of people we are. That's the fight I'm
waging. That's what's more important than the polls. That's
what this election must be about. And that's why I ask for your
help.

Thank you very much.

/Z ’/






III. MAJOR VULNERABILITIES

The following are briefing papers on selected topics that your
senior advisers judge to be, either for you or Mondale, "major
vulnerabilities." Where appropriate, the briefing papers include
possible Mondale lines of argument, suggested points for you to
draw upon, and possible rebuttal points for your use as
necessary.

The selected topics are:

U.S.-SOVIET RELATIONS

NUCLEAR THREAT

ARMS CONTROL

ARMS CONTRCOL: STRATEGIC DEFENSE INITIATIVE
MILITARY VS. DIPLOMATIC SOLUTIONS

CENTRAL AMERICA

MIDDLE EAST

BEIRUT

DEFENSE SPENDING

GRENADA (MONDALE VULNERABILITY)

RESTORED AMERICAN STRENGTH (MONDALE VULNERABILITY)

"WHAT IT WOULD BE LIKE" (MONDALE VULNERABILITY)
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U.S.-SOVIET RELATIONS

Possible Mondale Attack Lines/Rebuttal Points

o WM supported RR by telling Mr. Gromyko we have only one
President, and all Americans believe the Soviets must accept a
large share of the burden for the poor relations that exist
between our countries. But our policies should have been
aimed at easing tensions. They were not, and they did not.

o The President should tell us what really happened in his

meeting with Gromyko -- what was said, what proposals the U.S.
made, what effort was made to improve relations. We've seen
no concrete results -- where are they?

o Does RR still believe they are the evil empire? Headed for
the ash heap of history? Why does he use that kind of
inflammatory rhetoric?

o In WM's own words:

o "This is the first President who has just grossly mismanaged
US-Soviet relations. We know it is difficult to deal with the
Soviet leaders, but there is nothing going on except a
continuation of the arms race."

o "Gone is the talk of nuclear warning shots. Gone is winnable
nuclear war. Gone is the evil empire. After four years of
sounding like Ronald Reagan, six weeks before the election,
he's sounding like Walter Mondale."

o "The new Reagan proposes regular consultations with Soviet
experts, the old Reagan is the first American President since
Hoover not to meet with his Soviet counterpart."

o "The new Reagan says we can remove the political suspicions
that feed the arms race. The old Reagan told us the Soviet
buildup stems from their inherent drive for world domination."
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U.S.-SOVIET RELATIONS

RR Points to Make

o Then and Now -- Four years ago the Soviets saw the U.S. in
decline: political chaos in our alliances; economic chaos
here at home; and military weakness with the balance shifting
dramatically in their favor.

o Now the political cohesion of our alliances has never been
stronger; our economic miracle is lifting the world out of
recession; and the military balance is being restored.

o Four years ago we were not deterring (as people from Angola to
Afghanistan testify) NOW WE ARE!

o There are significant differences in our systems. Don't seek
to change their system,

o As superpowers we both have responsibility to assure that
competition is peaceful.

o Our steady, consistent and patient strategy will bring stable
relations over the long haul, reductions in arms on both
sides, dialogue on regional and bilateral issues, and peaceful
solution of problems that separate us.

0 One-way detente didn't work. Constructive cooperation based
on realism, mutual restraint, and mutual benefit can.

RR Rebuttal Points

o "Evil empire", "ash heap of history" statements? No reason to
disguise the facts as we see them. Soviets don't conduct
international relations on the basis of rhetoric. If they did,
they'd win -- their rhetoric against the U.S. can't be topped.

o Americans have for too long been told by people (like WM) that
the Soviets are just like we are. WM said earlier this year,
"I cannot understand -- it just baffles me -- why the Soviets
these last few years have behaved as they have."

o WM is ﬁéive. He consistently calls for unilateral concessions,
saying he is "challenging" the Soviets to match them.

o Soviets understand that kind of challenge -- but they
don't match them, they pocket them. Carter-Mondale cancelled
B-1 and got nothing in return.

o WM lacks the constancy of purpose a President has to have to
deal with the Soviets. He knows it, the American people know
it, and he knows they know it.



NUCLEAR THREAT

Possible Mondale Attack Lines and/or Rebuttals

(o]

The issue of war and peace is the foremost in this
election; all others pale by comparison.

Americans are afraid that RR will get this country into a
nuclear war. He jokes about it. I don't think it's funny.

RR never met an arms control agreement he liked. Opposed
arms control all his life; has concluded no agreements as
President.

I've supported arms control my entire career. Arms
control can make the difference between a safer and a
more dangerous world. RR doesn't seem to realize that.

RR is first President since Herbert Hoover not to meet
his Soviet counterpart. Didn't even go to their funerals
and meet their successors. Let the conference tables
collect dust.

Now has had a "deathbed conversion"in last six weeks of a
four year term. 1I1'd have met Gromyko in first six weeks.

Anti-arms control thought pattern in this Administration has
contributed to a breakdown in talks. It thinks it can
"prevail" in a nuclear war.

As President, will propose annual summit conferences with
the head of the Soviet Union. Have no illusions; but we
have to deal with Soviets by combining a strong defense
with negotiations.

I'd get on the phone on my £first day in office and
challenge the Soviet Union to a six month moratorium on
nuclear weapon testing and space weapons while we
negotiate a verifiable mutual freeze.

Americans don't feel safer than they were four years ago.
Their question: Will this President, unrestrained by the
need for reelection, heighten the risk of war?

I would use American strength to lead us to a safer world.
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NUCLEAR THREAT

Key Points for RR to Make

Must preserve peace. Nuclear war cannot be won; must
never be fought. Must reduce nuclear weapons.

- 1/3 fewer strategic warheads than in 1967;
total nuclear explosive power (megatonnage) less
than half what it was under President Kennedy.

- Have pulled 1000 nuclear warheads out of Europe
since 1979; have agreed to pull 1400 more out.

Country safer than it was four years ago. America stronger and
more confident. Strength, not weakness, deters war.

Understandable if Americans are uneasy about the enormous
growth of Soviet power. Greatly expanded their influence
between 1975 and 1980 (Ethiopa, South Yemen, Cambodia,
Afghanistan, Nicaragua). Expansion has stopped; we are now

Why have Soviets resisted our arms control initiatives?

One reason: they've watched us reverse the steady decline of
the 70's. Have probably said to themselves, "Let's see if the
U.S. can sustain it -- how long will it be before they go back
to unilateral disarmament, before they again tie their own

Conclusions about our foreign policy should be based on
answers to two questions: Are US interests better assured ncw
than four years ago? Is world more stable and more promising
now than four years ago? Answer to both is ves.

RR ready, willing and able to meet with and to negotiate with
the Soviets. 4 years ago, freedom was at risk and peace was
not secure. Today, there is a rising tide of freedom and
America is stronger, and we're prepared for peace.

Opposed to arms control? No agreements? Summits?. RR favors
realistic agreements where interests of both sides are served.
Believes in high level contacts. Remember: Carter-Mondale
signed an agreement to increase nucler weapons! Never estab-
lished annual summits. Never had a truly substantive summit.

Joke: Nuclear war isn't funny. "Of course, it isn't.
Neither is it funny when news media broadcast what was clearly

o
o We are doing so:
o
o
deterring.
o
hands behind their back."
o
o
RR Rebuttal Points
o
o
an off-the-record joke!"
o

Moratorium on testing? Soviets would be delighted to get what
they want merely by agreeing to a meeting. In fact, we are
willing to discuss mutual restraints after we get to the table

-- but not to make a unilateral concession just to get the

Soviets to join us in talks that they proposed in the first place.





