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St. 30 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 8, 1985 

Dear George: 

I would like to express my thanks and 
~preciation to the State DeRartment, ~ in 
partfcu1ar the TWA Hijacking Working Group, 
for their splenciio-·performance during t r 1s · 
crisis. 

I know that Assistant Secretary Dick Murphy, 
Ambassador Bob Oakley, and the men and ~omen 
from the Department and other government 
agencies worked many long hours to mana1! e the 
crisis and keep the hostage families 
informed. Their performance was of great 
value to both Bud McFarlane and me and made a 
significant contribution to the overall 
outcome. 

Would you please express my personal 
appreciation to every member of the working 
group. 

The Honorable 
George P.~Shultz 
Secretary of State 
Washington, D.C. 20520 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 8, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE WHITE BOUSE SITUATION ROOM STAFF 

SUBJECT: Performance During the Hijacking Crisis 

5230 

Many people were involved in bringing this crisis to a successful 
conclusion, but none were more in the middle of things than you 
who manned the White Bouse Situation Room. 

During these seventeen days, we received thousands of cables and 
hundreds of phone messages. You were able to sift through this 
mass of information and identify the key items I needed and get 
them to me no matter where I was. Your summaries of the overall 
situation were right on the mark, allowing me to keep up without 
being swamped with details. 

In spite of the pressure, you remained calm and professional. 
This contributed in an important way to our ability to manage the 
crisis and avoid being overwhelmed by the momentum of specific 
events. Your contributions to keeping me informed during the 
final weekend were particular_Jy notewort.hy. 

Your performance was in the highest tradition of the Situation 
Room and of great importance to the President of the United 
States. I extend my personal "well done• to each of you. 



MEMORAKDUM ;he President has seen ---
THE WHITE HOUSE 5230 

WASHINGTON 

ACTION July 5, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

ROBERT C. MCFARLAN~ 

Thank You Letter to Secretary Shultz 

Issue 8tGNED 

A thank you letter to Secretary Shultz and the members of the TWA 
Hijacking Working Group for their tremendous efforts during the 
crisis period. 

Recommendation 

OK No 

~ 

Attachment: 

That you sign the letter at Tab A to 
Secretary Shultz. 

Tab A Letter to Secretary Shultz 

Prepared by: 
Rodney B. McDaniel 

cc: Vice President 



5230 
MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

ACTION July 1, 1985 

' MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 

MCDANIELµ\ FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

RODNEY B. 

Thank You Notes to Secretary Shultz 
and the WHSR Staff 

At Tab I is a memo from you to the President forwarding a letter 
for his signature to Secretary Shultz thanking the Secretary and 
the TWA Hijacking Working Group for their tremendous efforts 
during this crisis. 

At Tab II is a memo to the staff of the Situation Room from you 
thanking them for their diligent efforts during this same crisis 
period. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

That you forward the memo and letter at Tab I to the President 
for his signature. 

Approve Disapprove 

That you sign the memo at Tab II to the Situation Room staff 
thanking them for a job well done. 

Approve --'M-'...._ __ Disapprove 

Attachments 
I Memo to the President 

A Letter of Thanks to Secretary Shultz 
II - Memo of Thanks to the WHSR Staff 
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NSC/S PROFILE UNCL,SSIFIED ID 8505230 

RECEIVED 01 JUL 85 20 

DOCD~TE 01 JUL 85 TO MCFAR~NE 

KEYWORDS CRIS IS MA NA GEM ENT 

LEBANON 

FROM MCDANIEL 

ADMINISTR>TIVE 

HIJACKING 

SUBJECT. PROPOSED THJINK YOU FROM MCFARLANE TO STATE TASK FORCE ~ND SITUATION 

ROOM ON HANDLING LEBANESE HOSTAGE CRISIS 
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E. 0. 12356 : 
TAGS 
SUBJECT 

BEGIN TEXT 

N/ A 
OPDC, CN 
PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE 

HIS EXCELLEt./CY MR. RO~JALD R!::AGAN 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICAN 

COMPLIMENTS . WE HAVE JUST LEARNED WITH SATISF~CTION ANO 
RELIEF CF THE HAPPY RESOLUTION OF 1HE TWA ~OEING MATTER 
WHICH HAS PROVOKED THE INDIGNATION AND DISAPPROVAL OF 
ALL PEOPLE WH~ LOVE PEACE AND JUSTICE . 

WE TAKE THIS AGR~EABLE OCC ~ SION TO PRESENT TO YOUR 
EXCl:LLEr,CY , TO YOUR GOVERNHENT A~JO TO THE AMERICAN 
PEOPLE OUR SINCERE CONGRATUL ATIONS FOR THE SUCCESS 0~ 
THE EFFORTS UNDERTAKEN Ir./ THIS MATTEF. , TO THE RESCUED, 
All OUR BEST WISHES OF GOOD HEALTH ANO PROSPERITY . AND 
TO THE VICTIM' S FA~/. IL ~ OUR PROFOUND SYM?,'.THY . VERY 
HIGH CONSIDERATION. 

AHMED ABDALLAH ABDEREMANE 
PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF THE 
END TEXT . 
KEATING 

fP 

~ .... ~.--,,.. i--., .. ,.,,,...,,, ,,r,r 

COMDR ES . 



S/S .8522153 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D. C. 20520 

July 26, 1985 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

ATTACHMENT 

ME~ORANDUM FOR: 

Subject: 

Mr. William F. Martin 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

Alerting NSC on Presidential 
Correspondence 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter to President Reagan 
from President Ahmed Abdallah Abderemane of the Comores 
which is transmitted for your information. 

This document was received in the Executive 
Secretariat Information Management Section on July 26, 1985. 

(!klb c!l.~(J. 6 
Director, S/S-I •-----­

Information Management Section 
Executive Secretariat 

ext. 23836 
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85221.53 22202 USAEMB MG 
182 1648 
219 MAERFIC KO 

MORONI, LE 1ER/07/85 

TELEX : 22202 

'AMBASSADE DES ETATS UNIS 
-I>t-AMERIQUE A .ANTANANARIVO 

NR 000305/MAE-C/A/MSCL) COMPLIMENTS STOP HONNEUR VOUS DEMANDER 
DS £!EN VOULOIR TRANSMETTRE LE MESSAGE Cl-APRES ADRESSE PAR 
S.E MR AHMED ABDALLAH ABDEREMANE, PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIGUE 
FEDERAL£ ISLAMIGUE DES COMORES A SON HAUT DESTINATAIRE SON EXCEL­
LENCE MR RONALD REAGAN, PRESIDENT DES ETATS UNIS D'AMERIQUE. 

CITATION : 
''SON EXCELLENCE MR RONALD REAGAN 

PRESIDENT DES ETATS UNIS D'AMERIGUE 

COMPLIMENTS STOP NOUS VENONS D' APPRENDRE AVEC SATISFACTION 
ET SOULAGEMENT L'HEUREUX DENOUEME~T DE L'AFFAIRE DU BOEING DE LA 
TWA QUI AVAIT PROVOQUE L'INDIGNATION ET LA REPROBATION DE TOUSLES 
PEUPLES EPRIS DE PAIX ET DE JUSTICE. 
NOUS SAISISSONS CETTE AGREABLE OCCASION POUR PRESENTER A VOTRE 
EXCELLENCE, AU GOUVERNEMENT ET AU PEUPLE AMERICAINS NOS SINCERES 
FELICITATIONS POUR LE SUCCES DES EFFORTS DEPLOYES DANS CETTE AFFAIRE, 
AUX RESCAPES TOUS NOS MEILLEURS VOEUX D'EXCELLENTE SANTE ET DE PROS­
PERITE~ET A LA FAMILLE DE LA VICTIME NOTRE PROFONDE SYMPATHIE STOP 
TRES HAUTE CONSIDERATION. 

AHMED ABDALLAH ABDEREMANE 
PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIGUE FEDERALE ISLAMlQUE 

DES COMORES 
FIN DE CITATION. 

HAUTE CONSIDERATION 
MINISTERE AFFAIRES ETRANGERES 
ET COOPERATION -MORONI- R.F.I 
DES COMORES 

219 MAERFIC KO 
,t, 

22202 USAEMB HG 

TRANSMIS A 17HDD LOC. 
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USC/S PROFILE.: 

TO PRESIDENT 

KEYWORDS: COMORO ISLANDS 

HIJACKING 

FROM 

~-6AL Us.E ID 85059 46 

~ {,\( (f{'lt\ 
\\A . RECEIVED 26 JUL 85 17 

ABDEREMANE, AHMED A DOCDATE 03 JUL 85 

JACKSON, C 26 JUL 85 

HS ABDEREMANE, AHMED A 

SUBJECT: LTR TO PRBS FM PRES ABDEREMANE RE TWA HOSTAGE SITUATION 

-------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------
ACTION: PE1WING STATE DRAF''.i' DUE: 02 AUG 85 STATUS D FILES WH 

-------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------
FOR ACTION 

STATE 

COMMl.:NTS 

RLF# 8522153 LOG 

ACTION OFFICE:R ASSIGNED 

FOR CONCURRENCE 

NSCIFID 

ACTiotJ REQUIRED DUE 

FOR INFO 

SOOS 

PEARSON 

RINGDAHL 

NORTH 

GRIMES 

( DR 

COPIES TO 

10/-z.,z, _uo ct~fa 'cP ~ 

DISPATCH W/ATTCH FILE 
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GREET RETUR~IN.G_Bfl.Rl.lI_H.O.S.TAGES 
ANDREWS _Al!Lf_ORCE._B_ASE ... 

<: ~ 

MY REMARKS WILL BE BRIEF f- • ~ 
THIS ISN'T T~E TIME FOR SPEECHES/THIS IS ·A 
TIME FOR REUNIONS AND FAMILIES COMING 
TOGETHER, THE~E's ONLY ONE THING TO SAY/ 
AND I SAY IT FROM THE BOTTOM OF MY HEART AND 
IN THE NAME OF ALL OF THE PEOPLE OF OUR 
COUNTRY/ WELCOME HOME. WE'RE SO HAPPY y 

--- fJ C..t . YOU, RE BACK, SAFE AND SOUND I NA .....--c:: 
,,r -e 

THIS HAS BEEN A TRYING AND VERY 

DEMANDING TIME FOR SO MANY PEOPLE/BUT FOR 
NONE MORE THAN YOU, I TALKED TO MANY OF 
YOUR RELATIVES MET WITH THEM AT VARIOUS 
LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY WHILE YOU 

------
WERE BEING HELD,f AND I KNOW YOU WON'T BE 
SURPRISED WHEN I TELL YOU HOW COMMITTED THEY 
WERE TO WINNING YOUR FREEDOM/ HOW FULL OF 
CARING AND CONCERN THEY WERE , 

w 
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I KNOW THAT THEY'RE PROUD OF You;L 

AND I KNOW FROM PERSONAL EXPERIENCE THAT YOU 
SHOULD BE VERY PROUD OF THEM, 

ALL OF AMERICA WAS CONCERNED ABOUT Yo'u/, r 

1. -;. .... . 

,.. 

1 -·: 

MANY PRAYERS WERE SAID FOR YOUR SAFE 

RELEASE.) IN THE DAYS THAT YOU WERE AWAY/ --OUR ATTENTION WAS NEVER ONCE DISTRACTED FROM 
YOUR PLIGHT/ AND WE WOULD NOT REST UNTIL YOU 
RETURNED TO US, SAFE AND WHOLE. 

NONE OF YOU WERE HELD PRISONER BECAUSE 
OF ANY PERSONAL WRONG ~NY OF YOU HAD DONE TO 
ANYONE~YOU WERE HELD SIMPLY BECAUSE YOU 
WERE AMER I CANS f IN THE MINDS OF YOUR 
CAPTORS YOU REPRESENTED US, 

WHATEVER THE PRESUMED GRIEVANCE OR 
POLITICAL MOTIVE THAT CAUSED THESE ACTIONS/ 
LET THERE BE NO CONFUSION· A CRIME WAS 

' I . ; - - I 

~- . " • ¥ _:_, -· - -

,ad:..~~+i::://~, '":1 ~".c, •~ 

!· 
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WHEN CRUELTY IS INFLICTED ON INNOCENT 
PEOPLE/IT DISCREDITS WHATEVER CAUSE IN 
WHOSE NAME IT rs DONE,( AND THOSE WHO COMMIT -SUCH DEEDS ARE ENEMIES OF PEACE/­
LITERALLY ENEMIES OF THE PEACE, 
__ N_O_W_Y-OU-A-RE-RE_T_UR-N-ED-TO-US-,/-r-----.._ 

AND WE HEAVE A DEEP-FELT SIGH OF RELIEF. 
BUT THERE ARE PROMISES TO BE KEPT, 

THE DAY YOUR PLANE WAS HIJACKED/ 
THE TERRORISTS FOCUSED THEIR BRUTALITY ON A 
BRAVE YOUNG MAN WHO WAS A MEMBER OF THE 
ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES, 

I 
I 
J 

r 
I 

1 • .· ✓, .. , . 

. ' , •• 

• •--......PIL. - ., .. - • ........ · g 

k-, '.,·:t.,.~=,;, .-= 

THEY BEAT ROBBIE STETHEM WITHOUT MERCY AND ,. - ""-"" · - --
~p~~~~.i-

SHOT HIM TO DEATH I ,,:~-~'.~:J+,,;~~~;~. 
-=~0-=-:.UR~JO:.__Y.:..::A~T_:_:Y...:...:.O_UR-RE_T_UR_N_I S-S-U-BS_T_A-NT_I _AL-/T-

BUT SO IS OUR PAIN AT WHAT WAS DONE TO THAT 
SON OF AMERICA.[! KNOW YOU CARE DEEPLY 

ABOUT ROBBIE STETHEM AND WHAT WAS DONE TO ~jf$,fi{ 
_ HIM , ) WE WI LL NOT FDRG ET WHAT WAS DONE R'"'""""""-"'F'~", 

TO HIM f: THERE WILL BE NO FORGETTING, f~~.11:-,~~-~~~✓;~ 
__ H_I_S_M_U__.R'--DE_R_E_R_S_M_U_S_T_B_E_B_RO_U_G-HT_T_O_J_U_S_T_IC_E_, ____ ~t}ji~i: 

(' 

' ;. _. . 
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NOR WILL WE FORGET THE SEVEN AMERICANS 
WHO WERE TAKEN CAPTIVE BEFORE You/ 

----------AND WHO ARE CAPTIVE STILL, THEY MUST BE 
RELEASED. THE HOMECOMING WON'T BE COMPLETE 

('i: . ✓ 
• • • ~ ! ·""" UNTIL ALL HAVE COME HOME, l · · ., •·.:.; . :. , 

---------------------r, . .. . : 
FOR NOW, WE REJOICE AT YOUR RETURN, i<C . · · .. ?C'--

.., 

NANCY AND I PRAYED FOR YOUR SAFETY, 
WE PRAYED FOR YOUR SPEEDY RETURN, 

WE WERE NOT ALONE f- OUR PRAYERS WERE ONLY 
TWO AMONG MILLIONS, 

WE FELT A GREAT NATIONAL CONCERN WHEN 
YOU WERE TAKEN/AND IT IS A TRULY NATIONAL 
JOY THAT GREETS YOUR RETURN, 

YOU ARE BACK IN THE FREE LAND OF 
AMERICA, SAFE AND SOUND.JYOU WITHSTOOD YOUR 
ORDEAL WITH EXTRAORDINARY COMPOSURE 

- --
\ 

·~ -- -- ... /. - \ 

. :::;.:: .,~.,,-:...:;;:.·:s:\'°;;!.:;(J,;.._-~-;:,;l~_?'';{¥,'>-<~:~2•c>: .. ~<-; ·.;,,;."':,;.-;_. :._:;~,, ~-~=:,~'-,{ ~'.\I\· 
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SO LET THE REJOICING BEGIN, IT's GREAT 
TO HAVE YOU BACK WHERE YOU BELONG, 

THANK YOU, ALL OF YOU, GOD BLESS YOU 
ALL. .. 

1 -

# # # r . 
-· . - ... 

• . . . . _./ · 

--~ . :. .__ -~ i~•---

- ·--- · 
i 



_The Preaident has ze en 

(Noonan/BE) 
July 2, 1985 
10: 00 a..._m. 

r; 12 c: ~ i '-' e d s s 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: GREET RETURNING BEIRU~J J10S\A~s /."; 10: 27 
ANDREWS AIR FORCE BASE 
TUESDAY, JULY 2, 1985 

---

My remarks will be brief -- this isn't the time for 

speeches, this is a time for reunions, and families coming 

together. There's only one thing to say, and I say it from the 

bottom of my heart and in the name of all of the people of our 

country: welcome home. We're so happy you're back, safe and 

sound. 

This has been a trying and very demanding time for so many 

people, but for none more than you. I talked to many of your 

relatives, met with them at various locations throughout the 

country while you were being held. And I know you won't be 

surprised when I tell you how committed they were to winning your 

freedom, how full of caring and concern they were. I know that 

they're proud of you -- and I know from personal experience that 

you should be very proud of them. 

All of America was concerned about you; many prayers were 

said for your safe release. In the days that you were away, our 

attention was never once distracted from your plight, and we 

would not rest until you returned to us, safe and whole. 

None of you were held prisoner because of any personal wrong 

any of you had done to anyone. You were held simply because you 

were Americans. In the minds of your captors you represented us. 

Whatever the presumed grievance or political motive that 

caused these actions, let there be no confusion: a crime was 

committed against you. Hijacking is a crime; kidnapping is a 



Page 2 

crime; murder is a crime; holding our people prisoner is a crime. 

When cruelty is inflicted on innocent people, it discredits 

whatever cause in whose name it is done. And those who commit 

such deeds are enemies of peace literally enemies of the 

peace. 

Now you are returned to us, and we heave a deep-felt sigh of 

relief. But there are promises to be kept. 

The day your plane was hijacked, the terrorists focused 

their brutality on a brave young man who was a member of the 

Armed Forces of the United States. They beat Robbie Stethem 

without mercy and shot him to death. 

Our joy at your return is substantial; but so is our pain at 

what was done to that son of America. I know you care deeply 

about Robbie Stethem and what was done to him. We will not 

forget what was done to him -- there will be no forgetting. His 

murderers must be brought to justice. 

Nor will we forget the seven Americans who were taken 

captive before you, and whq are captive still. They must be 

released. The homecoming won't be complete until all have come 

home. 

For now, we rejoice at your return. Nancy and I prayed for 

your safety. We prayed for your speedy return. We were not 

alone -- our prayers were only two among millions. 

We felt a great national concern when you were taken, and it 

is a truly national joy that greets your return. 

You are back in the free land of America, safe and sound. 

You withstood your ordeal with extraordinary composure and 



Page 3 

coolness. Your families are waiting for you now, and your 

friends, all your loved ones. 

~o let the rejoicing begin. It's great to have you back 

where you belong. 

Thank you, all of you. God bless you all. 
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Document No. ---------

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: _ _.....7 ..... /...,_2 ....,/ 8"'""5,.____ ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 

SUBJECT: REMARKS: GREET RETURNING BEIRUT HOSTAGES 

ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ □ LACY 

REGAN □ ✓ McFARLANE 

STOCKMAN □ □ OGLESBY 

BUCHANAN □ ✓ ROLLINS 

CHAVEZ □ □ RYAN 

CHEW OP ~ SPEAKES 

DANIELS D □ SPRINKEL 

FIELDING □ ✓ SVAHN 

FRIEDERSDORF D ✓ TUTTLE 

HENKEL D V ELLIOTT 

HICKEY D □ 

HICKS □ 1/ KINGON □ 

REMARKS: 

The attached has been forwarded to the President. 

RESPONSE: 

ACTION FYI 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

D 

□ 

□ 

□ 

David L. Chew 
Staff Secretary 

Ext.2702 

D 

~ 

~ 
D 

'fJI' 
D 

✓ 
D 

V 
D 

□ 

□ 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: 

(Noonan/BE) 
July 2, 1985 
10:00 a.m. 

2eccivod S S 

GREET RETURNING BEIRQ'3:'1::HG)~Tf#ES11 jn: 2 7 
ANDREWS AIR FORCE BASE1J ~ J - 1.. f\., ,._I 

TUESDAY, JULY 2, 1985 

My remarks will be brief -- this isn't the time for 

speeches, this is a time for reunions, and families coming 

together. There's only one thing to say, and I say it from the 

bottom of my heart and in the name of all of the people of our 

country: welcome home. We're so happy you're back, safe and 

sound . 

This has been a trying and very demanding time for so many 

people, but for none more than you. I talked to many of your 

relatives, met with them at various locations throughout the 

country while you were being held. And I know you won't be 

surprised when I tell you how committed they were to winning your 

freedom, how full of caring and concern they were. I know that 

they're proud of you -- and I know from personal experience that 

you should be very proud of them. 

All of America was concerned about you; many prayers were 

said for your safe release. In the days that you were away, our 

attention was never once distracted from your plight, and we 

would not rest until you returned to us, safe and whole. 

None of you were held prisoner because of any personal wrong 

any of you had done to anyone. You were held simply because you 

were Americans. In the minds of your captors you represented us. 

Whatever the presumed grievance or political motive that 

caused these actions, let there be no confusion: a crime was 

committed against you. Hijacking is a crime; kidnapping is a 



Page 2 

crime; murder is a crime; holding our people prisoner is a crime. 

When cruelty is inflicted on innocent people, it discredits 

whatever cause in whose name it is done. And those who commit 

such deeds are enemies of peace 

peace. 

literally enemies of the 

Now you are returned to us, and we heave a deep-felt sigh of 

relief. But there are promises to be kept. 

The day your plane was hijacked, the terrorists focused 

their brutality on a brave young man who was a member of the 

Armed Forces of the United States. They beat Robbie Stethem 

without mercy and shot him to death. 

Our joy at your return is substantial; but so is our pain at 

what was done to that son of America. I know you care deeply 

about Robbie Stethem and what was done to him. We will not 

forget what was done to him -- there will be no forgetting. His 

murderers must be brought to justice. 

Nor will we forget the seven Americans who were taken 

captive before you, and who are captive still. They must be 

released. The homecoming won't be complete until all have come 

home. 

For now, we rejoice at your return. Nancy and I prayed for 

your safety. We prayed for your speedy return. We were not 

alone -- our prayers were only two among millions. 

We felt a great national concern when you were taken, and it 

is a truly national joy that greets your return. 

You are back in the free land of America, safe and sound. 

You withstood your ordeal with extraordinary composure and 
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coolness. Your families are waiting for you now, and your 

friends, all your loved ones. 

So let the rejoicing begin. It's great to have you back 

where you belong. 

Thank you, all of you. God bless you all. 
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Document No. CI.DSE HOLD ---------

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 7/1/85 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: M:mday, . 7/1, 7:00 p.m. 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: GREEr HOSTAGES ltr ANDREWS AIR FOR:E BASE 
_ (7/l/85 5:00 I_X[l draft) 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ □ LACY D 

REGAN □ ~ McFARLANE at' 
STOCKMAN □ □ OGLESBY □ 

BUCHANAN □ □ ROLLINS □ 

CHAVEZ □ □ RYAN , ~ ~ 
CHEW ~ -v\a ~ 

--~-Y 
OP SPEAKEW' □ _,, 

DANIELS □ □ SPRINKEL □ 

FIELDING □ □ SVAHN □ 

FRIEDERSDORF □ □ TUTTLE □ 

HENKEL ~ □ NQJNAN □ 

HICKEY □ □ □ 

HICKS □ □ □ 

KING0N G· ,.u -~~ -~ ro/ □ □ 

REMARKS: 

May vJe have your comrrents please ASN2 to Peggy Noonan with an information copy to my 
office. Thank you. 

RESPONSE: 

David L. Chew 
Staff Secretary 

Ext.2702 

D 

□ 

D 

D 

D 

~ 

D 

□ 

□ 

D 

□ 

□ 



(Noonan/BE) 
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5:00 p.m . 

..: · .. ,~ ?ru:i:r'n~~~AL REMARKS: GREET HOSTAGES AT ANDREWS AIR FORCE BASE 
TUESDAY, JULY 2, 1985 

Thank you. Thank you very much. 

My remarks will be brief -- this isn't the time for 

speeches, this is a time for reunions, and families corning 

together. There's only one thing to say, and I say it from the 

bottom of my heart and in the name of all of the people of our 

country: welcome home. We're so happy you're back, safe and 

sound. 

This has been a trying and very demanding time for so many 

people, but for none more than you. I talked to many of your ~ 

relatives while :,>ou ·.were being held,~ talked to them on the phon~/ .., 

and met with them at various locations throughout the country. 

And I know you won't be surprised when I tell you how committed 

they were to winning your freedom, how full of caring and concern 

they were. I know that they're proud of you -- and I know from 

personal experience that you should be very proud of them. 

All of America was concerned about you~ many prayers were 

said for your safe release. In the days that you were away, our 

attention was never once distracted from your plight, and we 

would not rest until you returned to us, safe and whole. 

None of you were held prisoner because of any personal wrong 

any of you had done to anyone. You were held simply because you 

were Americans. In the minds of your captors you represented us. 

And so you suffered for us, and in our name. 
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Whatever the presumed grievance or political motive that 

caused these actions, let there be no confusion: a crime was 
~ • ~ . ~~~I\_;:, i.-~ c::.-: ) ~?~ rv--.~ - ~ 

committed against you. IH3ack1og is a crime; kidnapping JS a -~/ 

eriffle; murder iii a crime, hole-ins our people pris~~-

'.1:he cruelty inflicted oa J.,u,.,ceRt people~~-

eausc in whose nam& it is done. An&lhose who commit such deeds 

are enemies of peace -- literally enemies of the peace. 

Now you are returned to us, and we heave a deep-felt sigh of 

relief. But there are promises to be kept. 

The day your plane was hijacked, the terrorists focused 

their brutality on a young man who was a member of the Armed 

Forces of the United States. The terror~sts beat him without 

me:i. I know\a . n~er of Y9U heard his ~~es, and we can onl 
\ "· ', ~ try imagine t~e anguish you~~elt because y~µ could not help 

' ' \ . ' \. \ 
him. I now a numb~ of you heard., the shot that'··{ang cut as 

' '- ·, -', "" •• ·-.... 
Bobby Steth~, that bra~ young man, was put to death. 

"- ".i 

We all 

imagined the horror you felt as you heard what was happening. 

\ 
I 
\ 
i 

=----------------H i 
Our joy at your return is substantial; but so is our pain 1J 

what was done to that son of America. I know you care deeply 

about Bobby Stethem and what was done to him: and I promise you, 

his 

and 

death will not be forgotten -- there will be no forgetting~­
~\,-,,.....o-5<_ i- C:..--~ p '-'. ~ - (__.....___ 

we will not rest until his m~~de~e~s are brought to justice. 

Nor will we forget the seven Americans who were taken 

captive before you, and who are captive still. They must be 

released. There will be no complete homecoming until we have all 

come home. 

I • 

.,--.,,,. _ • '::'.,-•~ "-·- ·\.,A.., .,,,.. - t......J"\. 
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For now, we rejoic~ at your return. You are here in the 

free land of America -- you are safe and sound -- you withstood 

your ordeal with extraor~inary composure and coolness. Your 

friends are waiting for you now, and your families, all your 

loved ones. So let the rejoicing begin. It's great to have you 

back where you belong. 

Thank.._you, all of you. God bless you all. 

1 



~ , () \ ( L --- (Nbo-M.n/BE) 

JLJ). J Jl()\.-});~5 ~ 
~ HOSTAGES AT ~IR,.' FORCE 
~~~JAY, JULY 2, 1985 ' 

Thank you. Thank you ver;;;;y.-,.,mn,.-4,,-~✓-
My remarks will be brief -- this isn't the time for 

speeches, this is a time for reunions, and families coming 

BASE 

together. There's only one thing to say, and I say it from the 

bottom of my heart and in the name of all of the people of our 

country: welcome home. We're so happy you're back, safe and 

sound. 

This has been a trying and very demanding time for so many 

people, but for none more than you. I talked to many of your 
C no+ 1t.1·1l--J- ) 

relatives while you were being held, Calkea t.o them 011 the phone) 

and met with them at various locations throughout the country. 

And I know you won't be surprised when I tell you how committed 

they were to winning your freedom, how full of caring and concern 

they were. I know that they're proud of you -- and I know from 

personal experience that you should be very proud of them. 

All of America was concerned about you; many prayers were 

said for your safe release. In the days that you were away, our 

attention was never once distracted from your plight, and we 

would not rest until you returned to us, safe and whole. 

None of you were held prisoner because of any personal wrong 

any of you had done to anyone. You were held simply because you 

were Americans. In the minds of your captorE you represented us. 

And so you suffered for us, and in our name. 
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Whatever the presumed grievance or political motive that 

caused these actions, let there be no confusion: a crime was 

committed against you. Hijacking is a crime; kidnapping is a 

crime; murder is a crime; holding our people prisoner is a crime. 

The cruelty inflicted on innocent people discredits whatever 

cause in whose name it is done. And those who commit such deeds 

are enemies of peace -- literally enemies of the peace. 

Now you are returned to us, and we heave a deep-felt sigh of 

relief. But there are promises to be kept. 

The day your plane was hijacked, the terrorists focused 

their brutality on a young man who was a member of the Armed 

Forces of the United States. The terrorists beat him without 

mercy. I know a number of you heard his cries, and we can only 

try to imagine the anguish you felt because you could not help 

him. I know a number of you heard the shot that rang out as 

Bobby Stethem, that brave young man, was put to death. We all 

imagined the horror you felt as you heard what was happening. 

Our joy at your return is substantial; but so is our pain at 

what was done to that son of America. I know you care deeply 

about Bobby Stethem and what was done to him: and I promi-s-e - you, 

his death will not be forgotten..,.:.' ... \ ,there ___ wi-11' be-·rio ~forgetting --
' -...__ 

Nor will we forget the seven Americans who were taken 

captive before you, and who are captive still. They must be 

released. There will be no complete homecoming until we have all 

come home. 
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For now, we rejoice at your return. You are here in the 

free land of America -- you are safe and sound -- you withstood 

your ordeal with extraordinary composure and coolness. Your 

friends are waiting for you now, and your families, all your 

loved ones. So let the rejoicing begin. It's great to have you 

back where you belong. 

you, all of you. God bless you all.· 

,,._..,.·. 
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: __ 7.:..../ 1~/_8_5 __ _ ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: r-bnday, 7 / 1, 7: 00 p .m. 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: GREET HOSTAGES AT ANDREWS AIR FOR'.:E BASE 
. (7/l/85 s :do µn draft) 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ □ LACY □ 

REGAN □ lf McFARLANE ~ 
STOCKMAN □ □ OGLESBY □ 

BUCHANAN □ □ ROLLINS □ 

CHAVEZ D □ RYAN ~ 
CHEW OP ~ SPEAKES D 

DANIELS D D SPRINKEL D 

FIELDING □ □ SVAHN □ 

FRIEDERSDORF □ □ TUTTLE □ 

HENKEL ~ □ NCX)NAN D 

HICKEY D □ D 

HICKS D □ CJ 

KINGON ---------~--- - . - ---
............. ;_ rp,/ D ..... ------- □ 

REMARKS: 

May hl:; have your comrrents pl ease ASAP t o Peggy Noona_~ wit h an i nforma.tion copy to my 
office. Thank you . 

RESPONSE : 

David L. Chew 
Staff Secretary 

Ext.2702 

D 

D 

□ 

□ 

D 

[IT 

D 

□ 

D 

~ 

0 

□ 

D 
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(Noonan/BE) 
July 1, 1985 
5:00 p.m. 

• • ,; _' :_ Jiih:i:i:'D~N~~AL REMARKS: GREET HOSTAGES AT ANDREWS AIR FORCE BASE 
TUESDAY, JULY 2, 1985 

Thank you. Thank you very much. 

My remarks will be brief -- this isn't the time for 

speeches, this is a time for reunions, and families coming 

together. There's only one thing to say, and I say it from the 

bottom of my heart and in the name of all of the people of our 

country: welcome home. We're so happy you're back, safe and 

sound. 

This has been a trying and very demanding time for so many 

people, but for none more than you. I talked to many of your 

relatives while you .were being held, talked to them on the phone, 

and met with them at various locations throughout the country. 

And I know you won't be surprised when I tell you how committed 

they were to winning your freedom, how full of caring and concern 

they were. I know that they're proud of you -- and I know from 

personal experience that you should be very proud of them. 

All of America was concerned about you; many prayers were 

said for your safe release. In the days that you were away, our 

attention was never once distracted from your plight, and we 

would not rest until you returned to us, safe and whole. 

None of you were held prisoner because of any personal wrong 

any of you had done to anyone. You were held simply because you 

were Americans. In ~he minds of your captors you represented us. 

And so you suffered for us, and in our name. 
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Whatever the presumed grievance or political motive that 

caused these actions, let there be no confusion: a crime was 

committed against you. Hijacking is a crime; kidnapping is a 

crime; murder is a crime; holding our people prisoner is a crime. 

The cruelty inflicted on innocent people discredits whatever 

cause in whose name it is done. And those who commit such deeds 

are enemies of peace -- literally enemies of the peace. 

Now you are returned to us, and we heave a deep-felt sigh of 

relief. But there are promises to be kept. 

The day your plane was hijacked, the terrorists focused 

their brutality on a young man who was a member of the Armed 

Forces of the United States. The terrorists beat him without 

mercy. I know a ·number of you heard his cries, and we can only 

try to imagine the anguish you felt because you could not help 

him. I know a number of you heard the shot that rang out as 

Bobby Stethem, that brave young man, was put to death. We all 

imagined the horror you felt as you heard what was happening. 

Our joy at your return is substantial; but so is our pain at 

what was done to that son of America. I know you care deeply 

about Bobby Stethem and what was done to him: and I promise you, 

his death will not be forgotten -- ~11 ~ 1ro forgetting 
(9 

to ·us 

Nor will we forget the seven Americans who were taken 

captive before you, and who are captive still. They must be 

released. There will be no ~omplete homecoming until we hav8 all 

come home. 
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For now, we rejoice at your return. You are here in the 

free land of America -- you are safe and sound -- you withstood 

your ordeal with extraordinary composure and coolness. Your 

friends are waiting for you now, and your families, all your 

loved ones. So let the rejoicing begin. It's great to have you 

back where you belong. 

Thank you, all of you. God bless you all. 



r 

Document No. ----------

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 7.iC:JiC:85 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 6•QQ p m TODAY ' ) 

SUBJECT: REMARKS: Greet Hostages at J.F.K. Airoort, New York. New York 
(7 / 1/ 85 3:30 p.~. draft) 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT D D LACY D D 

REGAN □ ✓ McFARI..ANE ¥ □ 

STOCKMAN D □ OGLESBY 

~ 
□ 

,-. v;/ BUCHANAN D ROLLINS □ 

CHAVEZ V □ RYAN o/' □ 
CHEW OP ~ SPEAKES □ ¥ 
DANIELS □ □ SPRINKEL □ □ 

FIELDING ~ □ SVAHN ✓ □ 
FRIEDERSDORF ✓ □ TUTTLE □ □ 

HENKEL □ □ ELLIOTT □ ~ 
HICKEY D D □ D 

HICKS □ □ □ □ 

KINGON ef □ □ □ 

REMARKS: 
Please giv e your recommendations / changes directly to Ben Elliott, 
with an info copy to my office by 6:00 p.m. today. Thanks. 

RESPONSE: 

David L. Chew 
Staff Secretary 

Ext. 2702 
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Thank you. Th; 

My remarks wil 

speeches, this is ' 

together. There'e 

(Noonan/BE) 
July 1, 1985 

bottom of my heart ana. iu _ _ 

country: 

sound. 

welcome home. We're so happy you·L~ _ 

This has been a trying and very demanding time for so many 

people, but for none more than you. I talked to many of your 

relatives while you were being held, talked to them on the phone, 

and met with them at various locations throughout the country. 

And I know you won't be surprised when I tell you how committed 

they were to winning your freedom, how full of caring and concern 

they were. I know that they're proud of you -- and I know from 

personal experience that you should be very proud of them. 

All of America was concerned about you; many prayers were 

said for your safe release. In the days that you were away, our 

attention was never once distracted from your plight, and we 

would not rest until you returned to us, safe and whole. 

You were kidnapped, terrorized, and held prisoner not 

because of any personal wrong any of you had done to anyone, but 

because you were Americans. In the minds of your captors you 

represented us. This was an assault on America, and on 

everything America stands for and believes in. 
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Let us be clear: fanatics hate us not because we are 

insufficiently dedicated to peace in the Middle East. That is a 

myth. On the contrary, they hate America precisely because 

America has been dedicated to reconciliation, moderation, and 

peace through negotiations. These are the only methods that will 

bring progress in the Middle East1 these are the very things the 

fanatics are against. 

So, whatever the presumed grievance or political motive that 

caused these actions, let there be no confusion: a crime has 

been committed. Hijacking is a crime; kidnapping is a crime; 
I 

murder is a crime; holding our people prisoner is a crime. The 

cruelty inflicted on innocent people discredits whatever cause in 

whose name it is done. Those who commit such deeds are enemies 

of peace and enemies of the United States. 

Now you are returned to us, and we heave a sigh of relief. 

But there are promises to be kept. 

The day your plane was hijacked, the terrorists focused 

their brutality on a young man who was a member of the Armed 

Forces of the United States. The terrorists beat him 

ferociously, abused him without mercy. I know you are aware of 

what happened to him. I know many of you heard his cries; I can 

imagine the anguish you felt because you could not help him. I 

know a number of you heard the shot that rang out as Bobby 

Stethem, that brave young man, was put to death like an animal. 

We all imagined the horror you felt as you heard what was 

happening. 
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Our joy at your return is substantial; but so is our pain at 

what was done to that son of America. I am sure you care deeply 

about Bobby Stethem and what was done to him: and I promise you, 

his death will not be forgotten -- there will be no forgetting -­

and we will not rest until his murderers are brought to justice. 

Nor will we forget the seven Americans who were taken 

captive before you were. They are captive still, but I pledge to 

you today, they are not and will not be forgotten and they will 

be released. 

For now, we rejoice at your return. You are here, you are 

safe and sound, you withstood the ordeal with extraordinary 

composure and coolness. Your friends are waiting for you now, 

and your families, all your loved ones. And let the rejoicing 

begin. 

Thank you, all of you. It's great to have you back where 

you belong. 

God bless you and thank you. 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
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ACTION 
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MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT c. MCFARLlE 
' I 
(. 

; 

FROM: OLIVER L. NORTH-;;- · SIGNED 
HOWARD - R. TEICHE~ / 
JAMES P. COVEY \_jl.../ 

l, ·• .·· -auw 1uu 
' l J ; / 

liJu1.1U0LJ 

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks upon Greeting Hostages at 
Andrew AFB on July 2, 1985 

Attached at Tab I is a memo from Bill Martin to David Chew 
forwarding NSC changes/recommendations to Presidential remarks 
prepared for greeting the hostages upon their return at Andrews 
AFB on July 2, 1985. 

Attached at Tab II is a brief statement for the President to use 
aboard the aircraft during his private "welcome back" before they 
disembark and meet their families and the media. 

At Tab III is a proposed Presidential message for use by Arnb Bob 
Oakley in Germany. 

Karna Small concurs. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. That you authorizi Bill Martin to sign and forward the memo 
at Tab I. "', ,, 

. "\ • 

Approv e \......J_.. Disapprove 
i ,: 

2. That you approv ~ the brief Presidential remarks for use 
aboard the aircraft yrab II) . 

f' . • 
' \ '/ 

Approve \,l:11
_ Disapprove 

I 
3. That you approv~ the Presidential message at Tab III and 
authorize State to pass same to Arnb Bob Oakley for his use in 
Germany. 

Approve --¥it-
Attachments 

Tab I 
Tab II 
Tab III 

Disapprove 

- Martin Memo to Chew w/attachment 
- Brief Presidential Remarks for Use Aboard Aircraft 
- Presidential Message for use by Arnb Bob Oakley 



• •• CLOSE HCLD Document No. __ ._, S.c...;_25___;;:;__C, ___ _ 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORAND~GENT 

DATE: __ 7..:../_l"-/_85 __ _ ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: lvbnday, 7 / 1, 7: 00 p.m. 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTL;L REMARI~S: GREET HOSTAGES Nr ANDREWS AIR FDK:E BASE 
(J./1,Zg5 5. 00 pm dlc\rt) 

f t2(~r '2:61> A-¥iA ~) 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE P'R~SH)H,L'f 0 □ LACY □ □ 

REGAN □ 
~ 

lf ---aat· M FARLANE ~ -c.=;......,..,.,,,. -.,,- ---· ... - · - , 
C -- --~ □ 

STOCKMAN □ □ OGLESBY □ □ 

BUCHANAN □ □ ROLLINS □ □ 

CHAVEZ □ □ RYAN ~ □ 
CHEW OP ~ SPEAKES □ ~ 

DANIELS □ □ SPRINKEL D □ 

FIELDING □ □ SV.AHN □ D 

FRlEDERSDORF □ □ TUTTLE □ □ 

HENKEL cr □ NOON811 D w1 
HICKEY □ □ [] 

HICKS □ □ □ 

KINGON ~ □ □ 

REMARKS: 

May vJe have your comments please J;,.SJ,.J? to Peggy Noona.ri with an inforrration copy to my 
office. Thank you. 

RESPONSE: MEMORANDUM FOR DAVID L. CHEW 
July 2, 1985 

D 

D 

0 

NSC has reviewed the subject remarks and recornends the changes 
as indicated. Comments were pr~~dprectly. 

Willtm -~~,~in Ddvici i... Chew 
Executive Secretary Staff Secretary 

Ext. 2702 

I 
I 
I 

!I 



(Noonan/BE) 
July 2, 1985 
8:00 a.rn. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: GREET RETURNING BEIRUT HOSTAGES 
ANDREWS AIR FORCE BASE 
TUESDAY, JULY 2, 1985 

My remarks will be brief -- this isn't the time for 

speeches, this is a time for reunions, and families corning 

together. There's only one thing to say, and I say it from the 

bottom of my heart and in the name of all of the people of our 

country: welcome home. We're so happy you're back, safe and 

sound. 

This has been a trying and very demanding time for so many 

people, but for none more than you. I talked to many of your 

relatives, met with them at various locations throughout the 

country while you w~re being held. And I know you won't be 

surprised when I tell you how committed they were to winning your 

freedom, how full of caring and concern they were. I know that 

they're proud of you -- and I know from personal experience that 

you should be very proud of them. 

All of America was concerned about you; many prayers were 

said for your safe release. In the days that you were away, our 

attention was never once distracted from your plight, and we 

would not rest until you returned to us, safe and whole. 

None of you were held prisoner because of any personal wrong 

any of you had done to anyone. You were held simply because you 

were Americans. In the minds of your captors you represented us. 

Whatever thP. presumed grievance or political motive that 

caused these actions, let there be no confusion: a crime was 
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committed against you. Hijacking is a crime; kidnapping is a 

crime1 murder is a crime; holding our people prisoner is a crime. 

When cruelty is inflicted on innocent people, it discredits 

whatever cause in whose name it is done. And those who commit 

such deeds are enemies of peace 

peace. 

literally enemies of the 

Now you 

relief. But 

are returned to us, and we heave a deep-felt sigh of 
tif P-~ c , 1-r, ,-.J G':::, L,.J ;::___ M ..:. s -1 10.::::.,-, - ;-o<G~ r-_ 

there are [promises to be kept.] 

The day your plane was hijacked, the terrorists focused 

their brutality on a brave young man who was a member of the 

Armed Forces of the United States. They beat Robbie Stethem 

without mercy and shot him to death. 

Our joy at your return is substantial; but so is our pain at 

what was done to that son of America. I know you care deeply 

about Bobby Stethem and what was done to him. We will not forget 

what was done to him -- there will be no forgetting. His 

murderers must be brought to justice. 

Nor will we forget the seven Americans who were taken 

captive before you, and who are captive still. They must be 
-;11c Y 

released. The homecoming won't be complete until JN-e:' have all 

come home. 

~-~S~~~ ~~:::~:=. ::~:~~~ 
~r-\l:, """""~~ Qr..C--~ ~. ~ ~~ Q..\~fC>r1t- "-o~~ \\.,,__\½" C...."'S. 

\~"'~ ~~ \\.. \~ ~ ~~~~-\- ~~~~'I • - --· 

·:"'.·~ ·······;;;~·~~~:~~~:~j~;~:;;~~i::~~~!1~~~~i~o~: !:~~~~it a:~~~~~ :~ed \.·== ······~c 
_____ _____ unspeakable operations a7~ la1;1nched w.1 t~ .1.mpun.1 ty . . In fact, some F-~:.:::::::::::::::~: 
_______ 15 % of all t~e w.<?,_r;Ld' s h.1.Jackings have .1.nvolved fl.1.ghts that \/-::\:,:,:;~;.~~~,(:~,_,_,_ 
-----···· either begaWo't ft..e 8'ded up at ~eirut International Airport. Your f.,,,:,,,,~;:-:::~~~:c;:_:-;~i 
:.-.::::::. experience Jn_g_~_~_scores the m,na ce it represents for innocent ___ air h:.:-:-:.=::::-::::::.~':::::~:: 
....... : :::·_ -.. .. -~ 1:.':1: ::7. ~-~-~-.. -~i::;:;::::~;-.. .-.-.-::::::::::-_._:.-_:_:_:_:::;;:::::::::. --- -----_-____ :::·:--·_-:-:_-_-_-_·_ --- -- ... ..... -. -----~----------......... ....... ..... ------ ----·-·r--·- .. - ..... ... ... ..... --------------- ----
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:::;_._._=:.;;=..7E:~..:....:::::or now, we rejoice at your return. Nancy and I prayed for 

~~··::-=.:::=·····:: .. : .. ::::safety. We prayed for your speedy return. We were not 

~;;:: ............................. :; our prayers were only two among millions. 
~-::---::::: .. -.. -.. -: .. -:----------:: 

;~~✓-;'7:-;2 .. :=:~:~~ We felt a great national anguish when you were taken, and it 

_:,;-- .. :: ...... :: .. · .. ·.:.:.•:•:• .... ::::::a truly national joy that greets your return. 

You are back in the free land of America, safe and sound. 

You withstood your ordeal with extraordinary composure and 

coolness. Your friends are waiting for you now, and your 

families, all your loved ones. 
i_.,vt:LC:.cMC.... f./-c,M 12--

So let the rejoicing begin·. It's great to have you back 

where you belong. 

Thank you, all of you. God bless you all • . 

-;.:.: : 
E'. 



BRIEF PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS 

ABOARD AIRCRAFT 

Before we go outside and meet with all your friends and 

loved ones, I wanted to privately, on behalf of the American 

people, welcome you back to the United States of America. 

In a few moments, we'll be going out of this aircraft to set 

foot on our sacred soil after a harrowing ordeal. I want 

you to know how glad we all are that you are home and safe. 

I will be making a few brief remarks in welcoming you back. 

In those remarks, I will ask our people to remember Navy man 

Stethem and our other seven Americans who are still being 

held hostage. 

I want you to know that this in no way detracts from the joy 

we feel for your return. But I also believe it to be 

important that we not forget those who perpetrated these 

acts and those who still suffer. 

It's good to have you home again. God Bless you all! 



• •• 

. ' . . . 

'1tfl!ITE> OFf"ICIAL USB· 

United St.ates ·Depanmcnt of Stat~ 

WcuJs;~. D.C. 20520 

July 2·, 198S 

MEMOR.ANOUM P'OR MR. ROB~RT C. ~ARLA.NE 
THE WHITE BOUSE 

SUBJBCT1 Likely Vieva of Foraer Ho•tagea 

A• you requested, ve att.&ch a paper prepared 
by the Department of State element vith the former 
hoatagea in Germany. It au.ma up their attitudes 
·on the da~ .of their return.to the United States. 

Attachaent 
aa stated 

rvr 
Nichola"a Platt 
Executive Secretary. 
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LIMl-'tED OYFieIAL U-SE 

. . -- --·-·-----------
SOBJIC'?: What the Preaiaent 1• likely to hear fr"o• th• 

former hostage• • • 

·.At lfhi t• Bou•• requeat, we asked the party vi th the ex-hoatagea 
to give ua a aen•• ot tht main th~m•• the Preaident is likely 
to hear in hia July - 2 meeting vith the• at Andrews. 

ne following report represent■ the v1ev1 of tbe official• vith 
tb• party,•• called in by N~A Publie Affair• Adviser Mike 

. Austrian. 

While each ot th• 39 returning uerican■ haa a different atory, 
there &re & number of attitudes that the majority share: 

-- Gratitude •nd pride toward• th• Onited St&tea and the 
Preaident for the reaponaibility and patience shown 
throughout the criaia. 

- Gratitud~ tovarda Syria and A.JI.al. l:=number of th• 
ex-boatagaa developed a bond with tbeir captors, and 
there ia •o•• ayap.atby tor the Shi'ite cauae. Some may 
pr••• for tbe return o! th• Atlit priaonera. 

Growing hostility &JtOng many tovarda the aedia, and & 
aenat that they are being exploit•d. They vant to •••t 
the President and thank him, but they vant the meeting 
to be private. 

Concern that the o.s. ••Y be planning indiscriminate 
rtt&liation. Some may want to knov what the Presid~nt 
will do now, otb•r• are likely to stress the need to 
prot•ct the lives o! those involved in hijacking 
inc i den ta .. 

Above . all, a univ1raal relief that tht or~eal is over 
and a deairt to get ho=•· In this connection, some 
••Y be concerned about ~iaaing their connection in 
Washington. 

LIKITE-t> OPPICIA.L ~ 
...... . . . 



(Noonan/BE) 
July 1, 1985 
5:00 p.m. 

GREET HOSTAGES AT ANDREWS AIR FORCE BASE 
TUESDAY, JULY 2, 1985 

Thank you. Thank you very much. 

My remarks will be brief -- this isn't the time for 

speeches, this is a time for reunions, and families corning 

together. There's only one thing to say, and I say it from the 

bottom of my heart and in the name of all of the people of our 

country: welcome home. We're so happy you're back, safe and 

sound. 

This has been a trying and very demanding time for so many 

people, but for none more than you. I talked to many of your 

relatives while you .were being held, talked to them on the phone, 

and met with them at various locations throughout the country. 

And I know you won't be surprised when I tell you how committed 

they were to winning your freedom, how full of caring and concern 

they were. I know that they're proud of you -- and I know from 

personal experience that you should be very proud of them. 

All of America was concerned about you; many prayers were 

said for your safe release. In the days that you were away, our 

attention was never once distracted from your plight, and we 

would not rest until you returned to us, safe and whole. 

None of you were held prisoner because of any personal wrong 

any of you had done to anyone. You were held simply because you 

were Americans. In the minds of your captors you represented us. 

And so you suffered for us, and in our name. 



..Page,2 

Whatever the presumed grievance or political motive that 

caused these actions, let there be no confusion: a crime was 

committed against you. Hijacking is a crime; kidnapping is a 

crime; murder is a crime; holding our people prisoner is a crime. 

The cruelty inflicted on innocent people discredits whatever 

cause in whose name it is done. And those who commit such deeds 

are enemies of peace -- literally enemies of the peace. 

Now you are returned to us, and we heave a deep-felt sigh of 

relief. But there are promises to be kept. 

The day your plane was hijacked, the terrorists focused 

their brutality on a young man who was a member of the Armed 

Forces of the United States. ~he eer?eriatz, :es.t bjro without 

.mercy. I k.iRew e:- l"J:~sr gf yGlal hi.i.;i;;:d l:J.ie sriss, and we can only 

-t.r~l to jmacj:i ne thfi ar1gt1ish you felt bece.t:1~e you could not ltelp 

Riiffl.. I know a RUH1:b'5r of yon beard tbe sbot tl:J.at r.ng ont as 

fflafi, was pat to dea~1. 
~'1 

~imagin~ the horror you felt .• s 1re1.a Floa;Q s1hat r,rac happoni.n~ 

~-yt"' Our joy at your return is substanti~l; but so is our pain at 
ldoby ~ 0.. ~I"\ or;. ~~. 

what was done to thiitt •014 of 1 America. ~ know you ears deeply 

,.gbout Bobby Ei:f::et.fl:o~ iir:td w:l:J.rt 1,1as don.- tg him. am~ I promi.!c yoei-, 

l+is d2a Llr will net. be forgotten - tbe.-_, wi J J be no fer9e L Ling- -­
M ·-'---,\-~ 

.. ne '+Jc. uill R8€: rest anti:l hlis murderers~ brought to justice. 
~\\no-4- . 

Nor wiH 'We forget the seven Americans who were taken ,. 
captive before you, and who are captive still. They must be 

released. There will be no complete homecoming until~have all 

come home. 
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S/S 8518624 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 5228 

t/1 Yf7tJ rr 
\ f 
u June 28, ·1985 -

JL oo.J-tJi. 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

SUBJECT: _ Draft Message in Responding to Messages Regarding the 
Recent Hi j~££J?.,9_ a,n§ _ _!l1~-!iQl9.~!19, 9_f __ -~~_r:_i~~~-

Attached for clearance by the NSC is a proposed message to be 
sent in responding to messages the President receives regarding 
the hijacking of the T\lA plane. 

Attachment: 
Draft response 

1 _/ ~' ' , r- • 

,, . (~_,u~/f'r-_ ·•,>-~-,----
~ N·icholas Platt 
Executive Secretary 



Dear --------

State Department 

Suggested Draft 

I would like to express my personal thanks for your message 

condemning the recent hijacking of an American airliner to 

Beirut, and for your support of our efforts to obtain the safe 

release of the American hostages in a manner which does not 

compromise our fundamental conviction that terrorism cannot be 

allowed to succeed. The painful consequences of such acts are 

recognized by us all as we witness the suffering of the victims 

and their families, and realize that the spread of terrorism is 

a threat to the lives of innocent civilians throughout the 

world. 

The frequency of terrorist acts has grown by an alarming 

rate over the past decade, and it is time to bring this rampage 

to an end. The international community now faces an enemy who 

is often unafraid to die--men ana women who have become so 

blinded and deceived by hatred so as to believe that violence 

is a justifiable means to accomplish their ends. It is my firm 

belief that there is no cause which justifie~ murder and the 

terrorizing of innocent victims. As members of the 

international community, we share a responsibility to 

resolutely oppose all such terrorist actions. 

Sincerely, 



NEA/P:KFiedler 
Wang 1115A 
6/21/85 xl714 

NEA/P:MAustrian 
NEA/ARN:MACasey 
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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WAS H..lN GT_ON 

June 27, . 1985 ' • j 

• • • • 
1,;·1 1 ,•i !~ll}jufu 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. McFARLANE LJ D!_JLJ' LJ ~ 
ft,_ T!t 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: , 

THOMAS J. COLLAMORE I 
Possible meeting with the Vice President 
representatives o1't'fiernternafional Red 

~ae,.e · •-• M+·, . 

///c 
~ -v3Y 

J7v3t/" 

and 
Cross. -

Craig Fuller asked that I pass the following information to 
you for comment and decision. The Vice President has received 
a request to meet with representatives of the International 
Red Cross while he is in Geneva. The proposed meeting would 
take place either tomorrow afternoon or Saturday morning. 
P_p..x_t_ic.ipj;nt_;;~~£ld include President Alexander Hay anc:L ..R_i_.1;:J;~_to:i; 
of Op§:r,a:t i S?.AS==-!,~,~Il,0~.U~=1:lock~..;_-- _ 

The meeting would take place in the Vice President's hotel and 
Craig envisions a photo opportunity with no comments from the 
Vice President or his party. Red Cross attendees would include 
those who recently visited the hostages. 

Craig believes the meeting would show concern for the well being 
of the hostages but defers to your judgement on how to proceed. 
If you have any reservations about such a meeting we will turn 
it off immediately. On the other hand, i f you think it has merit 
please let me know and I will inform Craig to proceed with a 
photo opportunity only meeting working under the press guidance 
he already has from your office. 

If it is possible to decide before noon today it would be most 
helpful. Thank you. 

Proceed with meeting 

Do not have meeting 

Other --------



~ 

FOR: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
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BILL MARTIN 
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return the original to 
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MEMORANDUM 5119 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 

FROM: RODNEY B. MCDANIEL(~ 

SUBJECT: Public Opinion Polls on 

Background 

On 19 June, Ron Hinckley first reported on public opinion polls 
on the hijacking (Copy at Tab I). Five new polls (Newsweek, by 
Gallup, CBS, and three by ABC/WPOST -- see Tabs II through IV) 
are summarized below: 

The public is keenly watching how the Administration handles 
the hijacking incident. Ninty percent (90%) are reported 
following the affair closely. 

A strong majority (59% to 69% in the more recent polls) 
approve of how the President is handling the hostage crisis. 

A slight majority favor ensuring the safe release of the 
hostages 1 even if it means negotiating and compromise with 
the hijackers (47% to 59%, depending on the poll) to the 
policy of discouraging future hostage taking by refusing to 
deal with terrorist demands even if it risks lives (32% to 
4 2%) . 

People believe Israel is not doing enough to help resolve 
the crisis and should speed up the release of its Shiite 
detainees. However, Americans do not feel that it should 
ask Israel to do this. One series of polls shows a slight 
trend toward reducing U.S. ties with Israel to minimize 
terrorist danger. 

Opinion appears divided on use of military action to 
retaliate against groups with connections to the hijackers. 
The Newsweek and CBS polls had 50% opposing the use of 
military force, but two ABC/WPOST polls showed 52% - 53% 
favoring military retaliation. 

Newsweek reported that 54% believe that Reagan's actions 
have not been tough enough, though the same number say they 
expected him to act about how he has acted. Another 55% 
feel it is not likely that the President will use force 
against those responsible for the hostage taking. 



The strong (at the moment) approval rating gives the President 
some flexibility in decisio~ making. However, with the high 
public scrutiny of the crisis, every action he takes and many he 
does not take will be critically reviewed by the media. The same 
media will then measure and disseminate public opinion on these 
items according to their own "news" time frame. In this way, the 
media will begin to set the President's agenda, affecting his 
decision making flexibility. We may be able to offset this 
factor by publicly ignoring poll data as the President • asserts 
leadership. We must avoid the image of reaction. 

' 

The various survey methods and different question phrasing of the 
media polls make public opin i on on the President's policies and 
actions hard to determine. Also, the questions that are asked by 
the media relate to their interests, not to what the President 
may or may not be doing. Hence, the ability to know where the 
public stands on real policy decisions is inhibited rather than 
enhanced by these polls. Furthermore, because these misleading 
polls are often the only information available, pressures by 
uninformed parties will mount to make certain decisions or act in 
certain ways that may be contrary to the nation's and/or the 
hostages best interests. 

Therefore~ there is a need for our own polling data on this 
hijacking and terror ism, in general, to: ( l) have information 
provided on a regular basis according to our own time frame; (2) 
measure public opinion on issues that pertain to our policies and 
plans, and; (3) prepare better public diplomacy strategy and 
statements. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

That you approve Ron Hinckley working with Dick Wirthlin to 
design, conduct and report to you and the NSC Task Force 
appropriate public opinion polls on the hijack crisis . .. ~ /, . 1 Approve ______ Disapprove 

t)i{, ... \) ·f~at you inform Don Regan and Ed R<;>llins th~t th i s is being done 
~~~ ·~· and ask Ed to clear the appropriate funding methods (RNC) and 
V t. .., confidentiality process (i.e., the RNC will not receive these 

,·. ,;(_,9ata). J ;t! 
~J, 

\ 

Approve______ Disapprove 
ef< 'l, 7_ ...;- '-- 2 e;. ~ ~-, IA sl f ~ 

Fortier, Small, Covey, Raymond, North, and Teicher, concur. 

Attachments 
Tab I - June 19 Memo on Polls 
Tab II - State Report on CBS Poll 
Tab III - Newswee k Poll 
Tab IV - Three (3) ABC/ WPOST Polls 



June 20, 1985 

IN FORMATION MEMORANDUM 
SIS 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

The Secretary 

PA - Robert M. Smalley, Acting 

Poll Finds Initial Approval of U.S. Response 
to Hostage Situation 

5091 

A poll, taken early this week, ·of how Arner icans assess the 
manner in which the U.S. has ~esponded to the TWA hijacking 
found that the larger part of the public: (1) is more concerned 
with the safe return of the hostages than with maintaining the 
"policy of never negotiating with terrorists"; (2) approves of 
negotiating to secure the return of the hos tag es; ( 3) expects 
they will be returned unharmed; (4) does not expect the 
situation to be resolved quickly. 

These findings come from a CBS/NYTirnes poll in which 508 
interviews were conducted last Tuesday, June 18. 

Principal blame "for the current hostage situation" is 
placed on security conditions at Athens airport and Nabih Berri, 
"the leader of the Shiite Moslems.• The country considered most 
culpable is Iran, rather than Syria or the Soviet Union. In 
comparison, a relatively low percentage of the public accorded 
"a lot• of blame to Israel or "United States policy in the 
Middle East". 

About half the public believes "the United States is doing 
all it can to get the hostages released" (51%). The reluctance 
to take military action at present is shown by the fact that, 
among the 38 percent who responded that the U.S. "should be 
doing more," only 6 percent called for military action while 8 
percent called for direct negotiations. Another 16 percent 
could not suggest what, specifically, they wanted done. 

The poll provides little information on what action the 
public would like to see Israel take. There was more support 
for not asking Israel to release "over 700 Lebanese prisoners" 
(51%"Tavored not asking) than for asking Israel to do so (35% 
favored asking). However, no question asked for views on what 
Israel should do on its own. 
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These conclusions are based on the fol l owing questions and 
responses: 

Expectations Regarding outcome 

•what do you think is most likely -- that the hostages will 
all be returned unharmed or that they will be seriously hurt or 
killed?• 

Returned unharmed 
Hurt or killed 
No opinion 

50% 
30 
20 

•rf you had to guess, do you think the hostage crisis will 
be over soon, or do you think it will go on for weeks, or do you 
think it will last as long as the Iranian hostage crisis did?" 

over soon 39% 
Go on for weeks 44 
As long as Iranian hostage crisis 8 
No opinion 9 

Negotiating with Terrorists 

•rn making its decisions about what to do now, should the 
United States Government be more concerned about the lives of 
the hostages or more concerned about keeping its policy of never 
negotiating with terrorists?• 

Lives of hostages 
Keeping its policy 
Both (Vol. ) 
No opinion 

50% 
34 

7 
9 

•rn the long run, are we better off always refusing to 
negotiate with terrorists or does the US sometimes have to 
negotiate with them as a practical matter?• 

Better off refusing to negotiate 25% 
Sometimes must negotiate 65 
No opinion 10 

Preferred U.S. Actions 

•Right now, do think the United States is doing all it can 
to get the hostages released, or do you think it should be doing 
more?" 

Doing all it can 51% 
Should do more 38 
No opinion 11 

"(IF •MORE"): What should it do?" 
Negotiate directl y ·B 
More pressure (not military) 4 
Military action 6 
Ask Israel to release the prisoners 3 
Economic sanctions l 
No opinion 16 
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wrsrael is holding over 700 Lebanese prisoners. Should the 
United States Government ask Israel to release those prisoners 
as part of the deal with the Lebanese or should we not ask 
Israel to do that?" 

• Ask Israel 35% 
Not ask Israel 51 
No opinion 14 

Responsibility for Situation 

wFor each of the following, tell me if you think they are to 
blame for th~ current hostage situation. Would you place a lot 
of the blame, some blame, or not much blame?" 

a. United States policy in the 
Middle East 

b. Nabih Berri, the leader of the 
Shiite Moslems 

c. On Greek security at the Athens 
Airport 

a. on Israel 

e. On Iran arid the Ayatollah 
Khomeini 

f. On Syria 

g. On the soviet Union 

11/>f- (Ci(_ 
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A lot 

11% 

46 

48 

20 

42 

19 

24 

Some 

40% 

23 

25 

34 

29 

31 

29 

Not 
Much 

31% 

10 

13 

28 

12 

21 

29 

No 
Opin 

18% 

21 

14 

18 

17 

29 

18 
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MEMORAKDUM 4928 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

INFORMATION 19 June 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. MCFARLANE il 

FROM: RODNEY B. MCDANIEL 0-u-. 

RCM HAS SEEN c, ~ ( 
~ 

SUBJECT: Public Opinion on Hijacking 

M c.b~ l t, L ---------
Ron Hinckley has examined the ABC/WPOST poll and talked to CBS 
pollster Warren Mitofsky about the CBS poll on the current 
hijacking incident (See Tab I). He has also examined previous 
public op1n1on polls on terrorism dating back to 1977 (See Tab 
II). His conclusions are presented below. 

Summary of Findings 

The public opinion surveys reported today are only the first of 
what will become an avalanche of media polls on the hijacking 
incident in particular, and terrorism in general. 

Initially, Americans will approve of the President's response to 
the hijacking, but they will become more and more critical the 
longer the incident goes unresolved. Carter dropped from 77% 
approval to only 43% approval in the first 4 months of t he 
Iranian hostage crisis. 

Americans are tougher on terrorism in the abstract than in the 
concrete circumstances of an actual incident. Hence, they oppose 
dealing with terrorists in general, but are more ~han willing to 
negotiate with and accede to terrorists during a specific 
incident to protect the hostages. ;-

Serious support for military retaliation occurs only when 
hostages are harmed or killed or when time passes with no 
resolution of the situation and the pressures build to "do 
something." In the latter case, approval of military act i on 
occurs despite the knowledge that it will likely be unsuccessful 
and would put the hostages in greater danger. 

The public opinion pattern developing now is similar to that 
found during the Iranian hostage incident . 



ABC/WPOST ANO CBS POLLS 

The data reported by ABC/WPOST today: 

Were from the first night (Monday, 17 June) ot interviewing 
and a small sample (508). 

These two factors (one night of interviewing and a small 
sample), plus the fact that the incident is ongoing and 
daily events will affect public opinion throughout the 
survey period, make the results reported statistically 
unstable. • 

More information 
other 
rating 
will be 

questions 
of how 
reported 

on the questions reported and data on 
that were probably asked, such as a 

the President is handling the situation, 
on in the future. 

Reported the American public's willingness (58%) to 
negotiate with and accede to the terrorist demands to avoid 
injury or murder of the hostages. 

Found a plurality (48%) opposed to asking Israel to release 
its captives, compared to 41% who favored doing this, but a 
majority (60%) who believe Israel should release the Shiites 
without any American request if it would ensure release of 
the TWA hostages. 

Identified other Israel-related attitudes such as 50% 
sentiment that Israel has not done vhat it should to help 
resolve the hostage situation, and 54% who do not feel the 
U.S. should reduce its ties to Israel to lessen terrorist 
acts in the Middle East. 

Showed 61% disagreeing that there is nothing the U.S. can do 
to prevent such acts of terrorism, but 51% disagreeing that 
the U.S. is largely to blame for this incident because it 
has not dealt firmly enough with terrorists in the past. 

According to Warren Mitofsky, CBS's pollster, their poll (for 
which we do not have the data) -- apparently taken after the 
President's press conference -- reveals the following: 

The President's comments about traveling in Greece got 
through to the American public; 

Americans expect the USG to negotiate with the hijackers; 

Israel is not blamed for the incident, and there is no real 
desire to pressure Israel; 

The public does not respond favorably to aggressive/macho 
talk about how to handle the incident; 



Even after the hostages are freed, only or.e 1n thLee (35%, 
favor any type of military retaliation. 

Overall, 
situation: 
to do it. 

the public opinion is similar to the Iranian 
get the people out· and negotiate if you have to 



HISTORICAL PUBLIC OPINION ON HIJACKING/TERRORISM 

Importance of Terrorism 

Lou Harris has reported: 

'90% say terrorism is a serious problem (1977); 
. 

65% say there will be no reduction in terrorist incidents in 
their lifetime (1981}, and; 

50% believed human rights should have a higher priority than 
opposing international te~ rorism (1981). 

Media Involvement 

Gallup reported the following in 1977: 

Two in three Americans (64%) believe news media coverage of 
terrorism encourages others to commit these acts. 

The people are divided as to whether the news media over­
emphasizes reporting terrorism (47%) or such reporting is 
necessary to keep people fully informed (50%). 

The Washigton Post reported these attitudes in 1983: 

People oppose news reporters' communicating with terrorists 
and favor that contact be through government officials who 
are designated to negotiate with the terrorists. 

A majority (54%) feels that allowing terrorists to air their 
demands on television does not help end the terrorist 
situation. 

People are generally critical of news coverage, which is 
seen as promoting the reporters more than helping the 
situation. 

People favor some controls on media coverage. 

People do not believe that the absence of media coverage 
will reduce terrorist incidents. 

News stories often show more sympathy for terrorists than 
for victims. 

Reporters should check with authorities before broadcasting 
stories that might interfere with negotiations. 



The media should cover terrorists incidents even if that 
would cause ether, similar events. 

TV news coverage of terrorist incidents causes other, 
similar events. 

Rating of President's Actions 

In December, 1979, Newsweek reported Carter's approval rating for 
at 77%. 

In February, 1980, Lou Harris reported Carter's handling of the 
hostage situation a success to 44% of the public, a failure to 
36%. 

A month later Harris/ABC reported a 43% positive rating for 
Carter and a 55% negative one. The same survey found only 31% 
who felt Carter's efforts were a success, compared to 47% who 
felt they were a failure. 

Military Force 

In December, 1979 Newsweek reported: 

If hostages were to be released unharmed, only 5% advocated 
using military force as retaliation; 63% favored diplomatic 
and economic punishment. 

If hostag~s were 
force, but 49% 
punishment. 

to be harmed, 41% favor use of military 
still favor diplomatic and economic 

Two in three (67%) did not feel it possible to rescue 
hostages through military action. 

In January, 1980, Time Magazine reported: 

75% were opposed to the use of military force to retaliate 
if hostages are finally released. 

67% favored the use of military force if the hostages were 
hurt or killed. 

Surveying attitudes in the wake of the failed hostage rescue 
mission in April 1980, CBS/NYTIMES report the following: 

66% felt the mission was a good idea 66%; 

65% felt it should have happened earlier; 

54% said it should have been kept secret from Congress and 
68% favored secrecy from our allies; 



54% acknowledged it put hostages in greater danger, and; 

54% was done by Carter because it was the best thing to do. 

In January, 1981, Newsweek reported that 

63% believed it likely Reagan will use military force 
against Iran. 

43% favored diplomatic and economic punishment, and 36% 
favored military action if the hostages were put on trial. 

47% did not believe a military rescue possible, 35% did. 

Negotiations 

A Decision/Making/Information poll found 73% agreed that if one 
gave the Iranians what they wanted, any country will grab U.S. 
citizens and trade them for money. 

In January, 1980, Newsweek reported that 60% favor continued 
negotiations with Iran, 14% wanted to stop negotiations until 
after the hostages were released, and 18% favored military 
intervention. 

Harris reported that 51% favored refusing to make 
terrorists even if this meant the hostages ended 

In 1977 Lou 
concessions to 
up being killed. 
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June 20, 1985 

FROM: PA - Robert M. Smalley, Acting 

SUBJECT: Poll Finds Initial Approval of U.S. Response 
to Hostage Situation 

A poll, taken early this week, ·of how Arner icans assess the 
manner in which the U.S. has ~esponded to the TWA hijacking 
found that the larger part of the public: (1) is more concerned 
with the safe return of the hostages than with maintaining the 
"policy of never negotiating with terrorists"; (2) approves of 
negotiating to secure the return of the hostages; (3) expects 
they will be returned unharmed; ( 4) does not expect the 
situation to be resolved quickly. 

These findings come from a CBS/NYTimes poll in which 508 
interviews were conducted last Tuesday, June 18. 

Principal blame "for the current hostage situation" is 
placed on security conditions at Athens airport and Nabih Berri, 
"the leader of the Shiite Moslems." The country considered most 
culpable is Iran, rather than Syria or the soviet Union. In 
comparison, a relatively low percentage of the public accorded 
"a lot" of blame to Israel or "United States policy in the 
Middle East". 

About half the public believes "the United States is doing 
all it can to get the hostages released" (51%). The reluctance 
to take military action at present is shown by the fact that, 
among the 38 percent who responded that the U.S. "should be 
doing more," only 6 percent called for military action while 8 
percent called for direct negotiations. Another 16 percent 
could not suggest what, specifically, they wanted done. 

The poll provides little information on what action the 
public would like to see Israel take. There was more support 
for not asking Israel to release "over 700 Lebanese 9:isoners" 
(51%favored not asking) than for asking Israel to do so (35% 
favored asking). However, no question asked for views on what 
Israel should do on its own. 

, .. 
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These conclusions are based on the following questions and 
responses: 

Expectations Regarding Outcome 

•what do you think is most likely -- that the hostages will 
all be returned unharmed or that they will be seriously hurt or 
killed?• 

Returned unharmed 
Hurt or killed 
No opinion 

50% 
30 
20 

"If you had to guess, do you think the hostage crisis will 
be over soon, or do you think it will go on for weeks, or do you 
think it will last as long as the Iranian hostage crisis did?" 

over soon 39% 
Go on for weeks 44 
As long as Iranian hostage crisis 8 
No opinion 9 

Negotiating with Terrorists 

"In making its decisions about what to do now, should the 
United States Government be more concerned about the lives of 
the hostages or more concerned about keeping its policy of never 
negotiating with terrorists?" 

Lives of hostages 
Keeping its policy 
Both (Vol. ) 
No opinion 

50% 
34 

7 
9 

"In the long run, are we better off always refusing to 
negotiate with terrorists or does the us sometimes have to 
negotiate with them as a practical matter?" 

Better off refusing to negotiate 25% 
Sometimes must negotiate 65 
No opinion 10 

Preferred U.S. Actions 

"Right now, do think the United States is doing all it can 
to get the hostages released, or do you think it should be doing 
more?" 

Doing all it can 51% 
Should do more 38 
No opinion 11 

"(IF "MORE"): What should it do?" 
Negotiate directly 8 
More pressure (not military) 4 
Military action 6 
Ask Israel to release the prisoners 3 
Economic sanctions l 
No opinion 16 
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nrsrael is holding over 700 Lebanese prisoners. Should the 
United Stat~s Government ask Israel to release those prisoners 
as part of the deal with the Lebanese or should we not ask 
Isra~l to do that?n 

Ask Israel 35% 
Not ask Israel 51 
No opinion 14 

Responsibility for Situation 

"For each of the following, tell me if you think 
blame for the current hostage situation. Would you 
of the blame, some blame, or not much blame?" 

a. United States policy in the 
Middle East 

b. Nabih Berri, the leader of the 
Shiite Moslems 

c. On Greek security at the Athens 
Airport 

a. On Israel 

e. On Iran and the Ayatollah 
Khomeini 

f. On syr ia 

g. On the Soviet Union 

/ hl- (i,., 1L 
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A lot 

11% 

46 

48 

20 

42 

19 

24 

Some 

40% 

23 

25 

34 

29 

31 

29 

they are to 
place a lot 

Not No 
Much Opin 

31% 18% 

10 21 

13 14 

28 18 

12 17 

21 29 

29 1 8 



reform plan . But along the way he met with 
hostag:e families. 

Meantime, Reagan's national-security 
adviser, Robert McFarlane, talked to Berri ' 
on the phone. As one source described it, 
McFarlane was trying to arrange a "no-deal 
deal,•· in which Berri would release the 
hostages unconditionally-in the unspoken 
expectation that Israel would then release 
the Shiite prisoners. But administration 
strategists were wary of the Amal leader's 
motives. "Was he being a white knight," 
one top aide mused later on, "or was he 
going to associate himself with the hi­
jackers? The answer is still confused." 

McFarlane and Secretary of State 
George Shultz believed that no one had 
more leverage over the Lebanese Shiites 
than their old foe, Syrian President Hafez 
Assad. They decided to appeal to Damas­
cus, despite a suspicion that Syria might 
have somehow inspired its Lebanese prote­
ges to carry out the hijacking. But Assad . 
kept his thoughts to himself about the hos- '· 
tage crisis and flew off on a routine visit to 

• ., Moscow. Assad, an ally oflran, allows Hiz­
bullah to operate in Syrian-controlled parts 
of Lebanon, but his relations with the mili­
tants are cool and cautious; by fundamen­
talist standards, his own regime is far too 
secular. Syria may have more to gain from 
prolonging the crisis than from helping 
to end it quickly. Assad could step in later 
on if Washington offers him a high enough 
price. "This is another chance for Assad to 
send a signal that every road in the Middle 
East passes through Damascus," said Den­
nis Ross, a Mideast expert at Berkeley. 

Seeing Red: The administration ·s deal­
ings with its closest ally in the Middle East 
were even more disappointing. The trouble 
started a day after the TWA plane was 
seized, when Robert Flaten, the U.S. charge 
d'affaires in Tel Aviv, phoned the home of 
Israeli Defense Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 
Told that Rabin was out, Flaten left a mes­
sage reporting that it might be possible to 
deal with the hijackers through interme­
diaries. "If they approach Israel , please ne­
gotiate with them," Flaten said, according 
to notes taken by an Israeli official. When he 
got the word, Rabin saw red. The Israeli 
government was still smarting from State 
Department criticism of last month's pris­
oner exchange, in which 1,150 terrorists, 
mostly Palestinians, were traded for three 
Israeli prisoners of war. Rabin suspected 
that the Americans wanted Israel to take 
the rap for releasing-or refusing to re­
lease-its prisoners. "We'll be responsible 
for what happens to the hostages, and 
they'll be the feiner Menschen, ·• he com­
plained, using the Yiddish 1e;m for "a better 
class of people." , 

Later the Israelis were further outra2:ed ; 
by a stream of press stories from Washing­
ton suggesting that U.S. officials who pub­
licly opposed any concessions to the hi­
jackers were agitating in private for Israel to 

NEWSWEEK/ JULY 1. 1985 

1 .Is Reagan 
Tough Enough?. 
Public opinion is split on how tough to 
be in dealing with the hostage issue. 

Do you appr~v~.or .disapprove of Ron- · 
ald Reagan's handling of .1he .current 
hosrage situation? . . 
Approve 59% 0 Disapprove 24% 

Which is ·more ~portant: ensuring the safe rel~:,:pf ~~~ hostages -even if it 
means working out some compromise on terrorist -~d~·:ar,iiilicouraging future 
hostage taking by refusing to deal with terrorist dc:mandi·~-iptnsks the lives of the 
American hostages? :t'":~, ;-: ' ·::_~t;;:{f,_;7,~~:,: ':_ . : 

'Ensuring hostages release 4 7 •.4 • • .-7. 'Refmiiia t<>«leal 4 2 % 

Israel has already promised to free over a period.of~time ail th~:SJ:iiites that President 
Reagan says were detained and taken to Israel illegally."Shotild that_process be speeded up 
to free the current American hostages or should it.not be speeded m,soas to deny terrorist 
demands for tbe Shiites' immediate release'? .:,::_' .;:~';_;~~1;;-::;dj,·~< ·,. • · . • 

: . . · Speedup Shiite release 56% /~ _:) -;: :~o[~"iip·.:~9% • 

Even if we cannot identify all those responsible f~ t~:~~ent-~~~g--once it is over, 
some people think the United States should retaliate miliiarily against any group with a 
clear connection to the hijackers to discourage future terrorism.-Othel"!I oppose this kind 
of response because it might kill innocent people.and trigger.more violence against the 

. United States. Which comes c1oser to your vieW'l ~-:.,: '.:: . .:.:.~--' , ·• • _;; .. ,..:· 
• Retaliate militarily 40% Oppose retaliation 60% 

How effectiv~ do you think the following actions~~ be hi pr~v~~g terrorist hostage 
taking in the Middle East: . . -,..:. :,.' 0 , -: ~~----,.,,~~T NOT 

" : -£FFECT1VE • Ef1't::CTIVE £FFECllVE 

1 Refusing to negotiate for U.S. hostages • ·:> • 24% • 29% ·39% 

Taking military action against terrorists, or gn;~;-::? · . ··::-.\:- ~~;; :,, ~ ;:;. ,~:,:' " ~ 
~:::~ ~have supported them, such~ ~~ .. _3~~:itfit,~::t::~ir~'~.;J_, ~.4 

• - - -~,,.cf.\'.·~~,~~~'~"-::. • ~ • I 
Putting more econo?1ic and diplo_matic pressure o_n _~::"~ 2%;',t~a3% .. 20% ! 
natJons like 1nm, Libya and Syria : • - •· , . ,· .,-. ,~:~;;.' .. 1· 

A boycott by U.S. air~nes of countries whose air~~-
7
.;,:~~:~~i~~-'•~~~~ 1 ; ' ~. 

ports don't meet secuntJ standards _ . .: c:· >. ~-"" ; ._ , . .,.., .• ~~ .t:::::;,..,,:.· . ...,~.!_..,_ •. , . _ , _ . '-J_ 
. , ..... -.. - -~~-=:'"-P't'~~ ...... .. J-~:»iw . .... l.. _ . ~ ..- I 

Requiring U.S. airlines to provide more security ~.:., ,r':....."'i,f:_0;-.~ ~ : . 

and inspection measures for their own planes and . • 65% ~-< 2fS•,4 6•/4 
passengers at foreign airports . ~- ;_: ~ ·._:·i::..,:c;::.",.;.._._. ·: -c 

l\fore JlI'llled sky marshals on U.S. aircraft overseas • 42% ~-t 37%7"."?'!:.:' 15%'. 
. . .- -~ ,\ . - ; ~ .• .. . ~ . 

Putting more pres.sure on Israel and its Arab neigh-. . · : : .- ._·::;,:~ i-:;~:-.,r:-~.m-.;..-:,;;-"" - · 
borstonegotiateovertheirbasicdiffereocesinthat . 39% . ,-_ .· 32% . _ 25•,4 

• ~ -_. - ; ~ 

region 

How likely is it that Ronald Reagan will use military force against those responsible for 
the hostage taking? • _ • .. ~: .. -, r,:~:

0
r. .~ . . 

Very likely 17% Fairly likely . 21 % . Not likely 55•,4 

Judging from wbat Ronald Reagan has said about the way todeaJ with t~rro;,;;m, d~ you 
find his actions in the Middle East in this and other incidents tougher than you expected, 
not as toug1(ti you expected or about what you expected? 
Tougher ~} 1% Not as tough ~4~'.-~:-~' ' > ., As expected 54•;. 

:-:,-~ ...;..- ·~~ _-._ ..... . .-
Apart fro!li·iom·6J)CCtations, do you think Reagaif'.s .actions in the·.Middle E.ast:bave 
been toololJth;not tough enough or just about tjght?0''r ": ~-:· ~-- · .:_· 
Too tough:& ~% • Not tough enougb __ ~4", ·-:·· • • • About right 39•,4 

For thu.·N~~ Pol!. The Gai:up Orpmz.a,ion m1ervic,;:.;1:;~·sampleoi 1,016 adults by teiephone 
-<>n June 20ad~; lf'he.margin of error~ plus or miuns,..pc,rca,ta,!e points. '"'Dori"t.laioov~.-and''"No opinion-
rc:spc,ns,:s.omi'Ued. 'll>e'NEWSWEEK Poll~ 1985 by NEW~IDc.- • • : . .. • 

. _ •• • - . • . ,;, --r- ·.• .. ·:· . - e .... .-· . .., ...... , . 

as -, --

21 

& 
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~~~II. fµIds Rising Sentiment for. D~Wncing U .S~. Fi~QJll Israel 
1 Jajority of ~ndents in Po,t-ABC Suroey Say Nation Should Nego~iate .. · ffith 'lerrorists to ForestaJI .furt~r Barna to Hostages 

~ . 

By&rry8-nan al anolher 608 people two day• later, on tiea with Israel ehoold be reduced; .f7 'per· ireaeral qreaneot about bow· to'retpODCI to In addition, • 53 percent ~Y at 
June 19, aboftd 33 percent •tireelng and cent diaa,reed. . the boataae,,taldq may have blllllted or re; week', end qrttd wit.b the Ital-' that 
53 percent diu,reeing. Then in additional The new poll showed a sradual rile la the vened the growln1 public: queetiaalnc cl "the United State. .ahould take military ac­
lnteniewa with 665 people lut Thun<by feeling that Israel ahoold rei- mon than Ammcm-i.r.,11 relatiooa liac9 tliia ' pol tloo •aaJnat any Middle Rut natbi that ii 
throuab Saw(day, •2 percent Mid they 700 Lebaneee, mostly Shiitea, without any waa ~ ' found to be aidin1 terroriat actlooa apinat 
asreed and 41 percent diuareed. request by the United Statea to do IIO, if In another crilil, the 1979 U.S. paollne Americana.• Tbirty-u pen:ent llld the,-

/. t; ----
' Aa:ocdina to a - Wallhillaton Poet­
,.ABC Hen ~- the ,e.init ..... crillia 
;- mq have ~ • lllarlmecl lrx:reue In 
jlli\lWIJlher ol ~ who 11&'8 wil.lina to 

rl .. , the United~ abol!)d diataace iuelf 
Becauae the pollina atopped Saturday that ii what it takea to free the ~ - ahortaae• when motoriata bad to wait In dlsaan,ed. • 

,fr,n bnel to minimiao die dangef' ol ler• 
f.Alrial Ktt apinat this llDlllll.r)' and lta dt­
~ 

niafit, it doea not ahow the effect ol larael's On June 17, 61 percent took that po,iltion; Ion, 1ioes to fill their tanb, 28 percent la a . Prealdent Rea,an hu maintained a aolid 
declaloo to release a lint tp"OUp ol 31 Leb- on June 19, 65 percent, and la iateniewlsll Walhinatco Post poll Mid the Unlte:d ~ approv-1 nting, 62 percent in the Poat-ABC 
aneae Moslem prisone.111, announced Sun- Thuraday throuah Saturday, 68 percent. lhould reduce tlea with larael to en,ure an Newa poll, in the days before and after the 
day, or elfecta ol other eventa ol the last The public was almo8t evenly divided oo adequate aupply al oil from the Arab U1looa boatage-taltlng on June 14, And In polling 

The nationwide pollina, oooducted in 
three 111.aae- and endiot last S.turday niaht, 
lowd IIMdy ~ iD the Dumber Ill)'· 

SIC they qn,e with die atatemenl that "th• 
United States lhould reduce its tiea lo la­
rael in order lo leaaen the act• ol tttrorism 
ji,alnat ua in the Middle East.• 

three <bye. whether the United St1te1 should ull larael but 48 percent ~ any IUCh ICtioci. since June 18, when Rea1an held a televiaed 

In interviewa with 508 people OQ Mon­
da;, June 17, 31 pen:enta,creed and 63 per­
~ dieaareed -,ilh !NL statement. A poU 

The pollin11 Saturday that showed 42 per- to release those Shutes, who were taken • • The poUill8 Tllllnday throuah Saturday oe-wa cooference, he haa drawn a 69 per­
cent ag:reein11 that the United States should captive as Israel moved ita lr009t out ol alao showed a ~ty ol 57 pen:,mit bold- cent approval ratin11 (0( bia bandlin1 ol the 
reduce ita t.iea to Israel produced nearly the southern Lebanon in recent lllOOtha. In the Ina the view ~t the United Su• abqulcl i.o.ta11e aituatioo. .. 
urne result aa a poll taken after the mas- last stage ol the survey, 42 percent aaid negotiate and e¥en aive In to temJri« tie, Public attention eeema riveted oo the 
eacre ol Pale1tiniao& at the Sabra and Sha- sueh a request ahould be made; 1114 48 per• manda if the alternative la fllrtb« deatb or hoeuae criaia, and IIJ'Owinl, Ninety percent 
tilb relu11ee camp& In Lebanoo in 1982. At cent said . it should not. injury to boata,ea. Tlµrty-alx perceat uld· • of the people Interviewed Thlll'8day throu11h 
that time, 42 percent in a national poll said Israel's deciaion to bealn releasln1 Its the United Statet lbould not nel()tiate. Saturday uid they were lollowina events 
that becaUll! of the masaacres, for which Lebanese prisooe.111 and repeat~ U.S. and Thole fiauru ehow lltu. cbaAae from ear• either very cloeely or f.w-ly clolely, up from 
many held Israel partly responsible, U.S. laraeU 11overrunen1 atat~!f 'l"~ lier fr\ the week, . IO percent at the out.et. 

~Possible· Sanctions 
irAgainst. Hijackers 
:tNfay Be Futile 

~

Etientual Benefits for Syria Foreseen 
',) ., 

. I l B • David B Otte •11 benefit& Syria," remarked Fadi 

I
i • ~ .·, .. , ]_...;..,.::J Hayek, head of the Lebaneee lnfor-
t • matioo Center, the public-informa-l : 1'be pocaible aanctiooa a,ain,t lion office here ol Christian militia 
. u,~ diacusaed yeatenby by the Lebanese forces based in Eaat Bei­! ~ Re,JllUI administration are likely to rut. 

'' Juve little l!nP,u:t j)Q the_ Pilacker• •11 will eneure Syrilin control," lu, 
(1 ~ the 40 ~ hoata11ea added: • 

r 
and could lllake It mo~ dlfficulJ for White House spokesman Larry ·t.=: tq Jlllia$lia JINir '--· Speakes lndiCJlted yesterday that 

~ _ _._,.., lroca Syfia. accrordinl I.be adrnini$atlon hope■ the pros· 

1
: ! ID ,__..._lll,lllellt ·expert.I, Leb- peel of the airport'• cloeure and an 
~ i ._ cluilomata 1114 IIOfflCI aaiio- f)COIIQmic boycott would 1tir a "cu• 
'· 1 iettatloo olliclaJ.t, ! ,:.··.• . • tain awnber ol leaderehip element•" 
• l White House officials 911d yeater- in Lebanon to apply pre88Ure oo the 
: , daJ ~ 111417 1rJ ~ cbe the Shlitea to lree the American hoa-
• ~ 8t,lfllt airJ,ert • Wocude Leba- ta11ea. 

l'OM'I( dlpbnltlc efforta !all tq free But the reaction from the Leh-
. Jlw Ame,kan haetast,: • . • ane.e Embu,y, joined. by the Leb-
.,. • '-n..t, reaittlc queUion ii whQ .ii ane.e lnfomiatioo Center here, 

; hurt by tbil," Hid I U.S. offlcjal urved to underscore the difficult 
' ' ' "It'•°"' a atep In l)ie riaht di~ task facing the administration in 

•
1·tioa. It's DOI roin11 tq be helplw." -'ting lo find effe,;tive ,-mllltsry 
• • r<'ftllri<cd lt,baneaq f.-!nba8"dor wary, to increase prea,;ure _<Kl the 
.~IWI Bouh.ibib. • Shiiua without undermining it• own 

•• ~ _airport ia virtuaUJ closed policy toward that war,fraamented 
' 1 ... . ... --· -- .. ~-· ,,.... ,. .. u : ,.:~1 t ,.. 1,, -~ ,: ~ . ........ ,f .,;.,."•fino th,- rntirP 

·~-

Reagan's Shift Risks 
Forcing His Hand· 
If .De8.dline Passes 
A/t~r i 21),Jy,, a last Crack at Diplomacy 

By Don Oberdi.-fer ., ____ _ 

.Twelve day, after the 18UW'e ol 
, 1 Trana World A.irlinea Flight 8'7, 

Prflldent RealJlll ii placina bia ad­
minlat.rt1tlon11 preau,e and poulbly 
the ~vet ol 40 I).~. ~ llll the 
line by threatenio& unapecified 
ltept if di~ doel 11111 beaJo to 
.~k wi1hlll a few da,-. . 

,:-~·. 
· •« 

, . .... . 

\ ;: , ,11f: 

Reaaa11·• ~. 11 deacribed 
by White HOllae iipokeemaa I.my 
Speaket lolJowlac a Natlmlal Secu­
rity · Council~ ~y. 
repreeent the lint. mjor lbift in 
admioiatratioo policy since the boa· 
1.t1e epitQdl, bepn. The c:han,e ja 

•~tlyinte,idedll!~ 
.I/rial d.iplooutJc el• lllAI.YSIS 
f«tl to I ileld, pro, 

i' .. , 1, 11!. '.:1 

/ :i: ->~f 
·-' It~: \ tlf!t • 
·~ .. , :-,4~;,r:i. 

dllclac either clear-cut aiana ol auc­
i:eu or U.S. admlNioo lMt cllpJo. 
macy' hu f■Jled and It la UalCI lo 

alive and we have a poaaibility ·of 
brinainl them home-I'm aoing to 
;iay a probability of bringina them 
home." 

Since lallt week, it baa' become 
lncreaaingly evident at the Wh.ite 
Houae and elsewhere In the admlo­
iatration that lime ii working 
againat Reapa, both in the United 
Statea and on the ,round in Leba­
non. 

Reagan'■ approval ratin111 unong 
the U.S. public are atill hip, but 
with new, media and public atten­
tion riveted on the ho&ta1es to the 
excluaion ol almOI( everythin11 elee, 
impatience ia growing, and It ■eems 
only a matter ol time before the 

• lllide in public 1upport ■eta in. 

, .:::1: - ·-
- to OVffl ~ tactlca. 

The praideDt'a ~ .-na to be 
that thi■ I, I ~ perhape a Jut 

In the laa, ol IJ"OWinJ frultrl• 
lion, both the U.S. public's and bia 
own, Rea11illl ia coolronted with a 
11rowin1 demand to "do aornetbin1. • 
In a aimilar aituatioo flowinil lr0111 
the tel.Jure ol the U.S. Embuay in 
Tehran In November 1979, Pree­
ideot Jimmy Carter au,;pern\ed U .S, 

' • , I • INftQ,_...,...._,,....,,. 

A •u~od 1u•~•• IIU•rdlni 1h1 TWA J<,tlla,or at llM &1,,-.i la_ e.tnd M,11nr,- tn rut .hcwt the dnwn--out .: 1 :._ .. _ _ .. _ t-., ,. __, , .......... ,.,♦,...,. ,.i,..ht 
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Reagan Gains 
S~pport 
On Hijacking 
Poll Finds Shift After 
News Conference 

By Barry Siwm•n .................... 
. Public support for President .Rea­

gan'. handling of the bij;acking of 
Trans World Airlines Flight M-7 
increased sharply after his televised 
news conference Tuesday, accord­
ing to a Washington Post-ABC 
News nationwide public opinion 
poll. 

On Monday • .S percent of thoee 
intemewea mi they apprOYed of 
Reagan'• handling ol ~ after 
the 1i·· rlnn ... Lebanese Shiite . JJ3~ .,, 
terrorists last Friday. On Wednes­
day, the day after-the news confer­
ence, 68 percent aaid they ap­
proved. 

There also was a substantial in­
crease in support for Reagan's re­
fusal to negotiate with the terror­
ists, according to the poll. 

A majority in the survey said they 
would rather tee the United States 
negotiate and even give in to the 
terrorists' demands, if the ahema­
tive is iajury or further Joaa of life to 

• the .w American men ltill being 
held. But that majority was ainsid­
erably smaller after Reagan's na­
tiooally televiaed newa conference 
than before •t. 

The percentage of respondents 
who said the government ci Israel 
is not doing as much as it should to 
belp resolve the crisis .also ~ 
creased after the news conference. 
On Monday, •9 percent fl the peo­
ple intenlewed said br.ael is not 
doing enough.. On Wednttday, that 
figure wu 58 percent 

Despite growi:lg overaD aupport 
for Reagan's handling ci the situ­
ation, there are sharp dmsions in 
attitudes between men and women, 
blacks and whites and Republicans 
and Democrats. 

One of the key questions asked 
people which of two courses they 
prefer: 

7°"­
IO- . 

so­
.o-
30-
20-

THl 17 ASHfflC' 

Q.Do,ou~• Q.Do,ou~or Q. Woukt ,ou U1J the 
-..pprow llf the ~c,f ~., 
way Reapn h Reap,111 handllnc ..,... ........ 
handlln1 torelp CJf the ttostaa• whet • should 
affalra? altuatlon? to help ,.... 

thehostapaltua-
tioft, Of Mt? 

AVG. MOH WED AVG. MON WED AVG. MOH wtD 

APPROVES 51'16 46'JE. 55" 58% 48% 68% YES 24" 241' 2n. 

DISAPflROYES ,1 45 38 28 32 25 NO 54 ~ 51 

NOOPINIOH a· 9 ' 
... 20 7 NOON«. 22 - 21 19 

Q. The U.S. should l'9duce Jb ties to hrNI 1ft order to...._ the acts ef ..,,.,,._ , 
. aplnst us in the Middle _East. Do )'OIi -,,.. or db.apM? _ : • • .,. -· 

AGIIU DISAGatt 110 OPINION 

Avg. 32% 53% 15% 
Men 26 62 12 

Women 37 45 18 
Republican 28 57 15 

Independent 29 53 18 
Democrat 37 50 13 

Q. A,rN or dtusree; The U.S. lhouJd tlkt military action aplnst wry Middle bat 
nation that la found to be .Wine terrorist actions -,alnlt Americ;ana. 

Avg. 52% 38% 10% 
Men 61 ~5 4 

Women 44 42 14 
Republican 49 ,1 10 

l11depe11dent 50 41 9 
• Democrat 57 34 10 

,:.,._ .. 1rom • w~ Poat.ABC-.- 1Np1,one pa1 o1 1.016 Mwrans c:m,duclad 
~ 11 Ind 19. 



■ "Th~ United States should be 
oegotiating for the rele.aae of the 
hostages, even If that means iivini. 
in to the terrorist.a' demands; or 
■ -rbe United States ahou1d not be 
negotia.tjq, even if .aome u the 
Americana akea bosta,e are in-
....... Lffl.-..1• • ,...~ ar.--. . . . _, .. ·, -

In intemewing Mooda1,. 59 per­
cent inored oegotiatina and 32 
percent were oppo&ed-e pp cl 27 
percentage point&. On Wednesday, 

. 53 percent were for nepiating and 
40 percent were opposed-a gap of 
13 points. • • 

Some of the sharpest divisions 
came in response to that_ question. 
Among men, half favored negotiat­
ing, even if that muns emng iD to 
the terrorists, and half were op­
poeed. But lmO!lg women, -~ per­
cent favored negotiating and 26 
percent were opposed. 

Republicans were evenly.divided, 
but Democrats favored negotiating 
by more than 2 to 1. 

Another survey question found 
61 percent of men supporting mil­
itary action against any Middle East 
nation that is found to be aiding ter­
rorista -who prey 00 Americana, and 
35 percent of them_ oppomna such 
action. But women were ahnost 
evenly divided; 44 percent in favor, 
42 percent opposed. 

The terrorists' chief demand is 
that Israel release more than 700 
Lebanese Shiite prisoners taken as 
Israeli troops withdrew from eouth­
ern Lebanon in recent months. 

In the poll, 41 percent said the 
United States should m Israel to 
free tboee prisoners, and .f 9 per­
cent said DO auch request lhoukl be 
made. There was little change in 
aentiment from Mooday to Wednes­
day. 

Asked whether they agreed with 
the statement that "'the U.S. abould 
reduce its ties to Israel in order to 
lessen the acts of terrorism against 
us in the Middle East,• 32 percent 
agreed. 53 ~cent disagreed, and 
15 percent offered no opinion. 

Among blacks there was an al­
lD08t even split oo that question: « 
percent said ties should be reduced, 
.f6 percent said they should not be. 
About 100 blacks were interviewed 
in the random survey, making the 
figures for blacks as I group sub­
stantially less reliable than those for 
whites. 

How Poll Was Conducted 
The Washington Post-ABC News 

public opinion poll on the hijacking 
of TWA Flight 847 was conducted 
by telephone in the continental 
United States on two days, June 17 
and June 19. In all, 1,016 persons, 
selected at random. were inter­
viewed. 

The sample was adjusted slightly 
to conform to Census Bureau fig­
ures for the overall· population in 
regard to age, education, race and 
sex. 

Theoretically, in 19 of 20 cases, a 
poll of 1,016 persons is subject to a 
margin of sampling error of about 3 
percentage points. Practical diffi­
culties in polling may introduce oth­
er errors, so it cannot be stated 
~th certaint! that ~ poll's find­
tt\~ \re within that range. 

..... ---- .. - - - - ... 



Li.~. Public Would Yield 
To Demands, Poll Finds 

it should DOL But b7. 60 to 27 '~ "!:¥;;~ 

cent, .the ~ interviewed said 
Israel should release the Shiites 
without any American request, if 
that would ensure release of the 
TWA hostages. 

Asked whether Israel has •done 
what it should to help resolve the 

58% Sav &ving Vi_ ictims ls Ton Prioritv - .. hostage situation; .so per.cent said 
;.I r '.,r it bas not, 25 percent said it has, 

4JfP5t' ~/;q/~<' . Mid . that and 25 percent expressed no opin-
By akr;' Sueaman , force against ~~ natJons . ioo. 
Waohilctta> P1io1 Stall Writer are found to be aiding terrorists nie sun-ey also asked people 

-------· - · -- who prey on Americans. whether they agreed or disagreed 
A majority of Americans would These findings were gath~ed in with the statement that "'the United 

.rather have the United States give interviews with 508 people Monday • States should reduce its .ties to Is-· 
-~~~~SC:- evening, in the first night of a poll· - -: rael inorder' toiessen-the acts of 
the hijackifli ex TWA Flight 84 7 ~ on . sentiment ~t the hijacking, terromm against us in the . Middle 
·according to .the first returns of a which began Friday. Although rel- East.• Thirty-two per~t said they 
Washington Post-ABC News public atively small, the sample is large agreed, 54 percent disagreed, and 
opinion poll. • eD?~gh to off~ a rough gauge of 14 percent offered 00 opinion. 
. Fifty-eight percent, almost 6 in . oplDlon as events unfold. • - The poll shows displeasure with 
10 of the people interview~ said 1?e _poll ~ found _a ~ee_of U.S. policy toward terrorists pre­
the United States should negotiate public unpatience or dissatisfaction ceding this hijac:king. By almost 2 to 
.and accede to Lebanese Shiite ter- with the response of the Israeli gov- 1, 61 percent to 32 percent the 
rorist demands if the alternative is emment to the hijacking. The chief people interviewed disagreed' with 
further injury to or murder of the terrorist demand has been that Is- • the proposition that "'there is ooth­
more than 40 American men still rael release between 700 and 800 ing the U.S. can do to prevent such 
being held. Thirty-four percent said Lebanese Shiites it is holding cap- acts of ·terrorism." And a sizable 
the United States should not nego- tive. The U.S. government has said minority, 40 percent, agreed with a 
tiate, even under such circum- it will not ask Israel to release statement that *the United States is 
stances. them, on grounds that to do so largely to blame for this hijacking 

At the same time, a majority of would be to give in to the terrorists. because it bas not deah firmly 
the public rejects the idea that the In the poll. .U .percent said the . enough with terrorists in the past.• 
United States is helpless against United States should ask Israel to Fifty-one pen:eot disagreed, and 9 

, . . -terrorism. ;md _ eQdorses the use of release its captives; 48 percent said percent expressed no opinion. 

. . • I .----------.-----7 
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- - Once again, the ~talog I 
filled with gifts that are free has a I 
price tag to match. . _ . • - . 
. Send us this ad We'll show I 
you all the new and wond~rlul 
things you can get just by saving I 
Raleigh or Belair coupons." . I 
-• Foryourfreecopy,sendthis 
to: Raleigh-Belair Catalog,I?O. 1 · 
Box 12,Louisville,KY 40201.0r 
call free from anywhere in the I 
C:Ontinental US.,1-~0Q-626-5510. 



INFORMATION MEMORANDUM 
SIS 

TO: The Secretary 

FROM: PA - Robert M. Smalley, 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D. C. 

June 

SUBJECT: Editorial Comment on TWA Hi acking 

This is a preliminaty review 
major dailies on the hijacking 

The U.S. Response So Far 

34 editorial comments in 
WA 847. 

Thirteen papers commented n President Reagan's reactions, 
particularly his Tuesday news 

Nine Supportive: "So fa, Reagan and the U.S. Government 
have stood firm on principl" (New York NEWS); "Reagan ... is also 
correct in refusing to mak any concessions" (Hartford COURANT); 
"Reagan's response ... was fpropriately measured" (CHRISTIAN 
SCIENCE MONITOR); "Better to pound walls ... than bomb villages 
(New York TIMES); "The U .. has no choice but to take a hard 
line" (Dallas _TIMES HERA~D). The Long Island NEWSDAY, Los 
Angeles TIMES, New York~OST, Philadelphia INQUIRER, and 
Washington POST made similar comments. 

I 
Four Critical: "*- ' Mr. Reagan's opening statement, at least, 

we knew why we electe him in 1980" (Washington TIMES); "Reagan 
wasn't elected tote porize endlessly" (Detroit NEWS); "The 
problem seems to be ;a State Department that doesn't know its 
friends and a oresiaent who doesn't know his enemies" (WALL 
STREET JOURNAL); "ife should know by now ... that tough talk doesn't 
scare" ( Chicago T3/BUNE). 

Recommended Actiohs 

Comm.ent fro✓ the. range of papers included the foliowin!i 
.s-u g g es t ions : ; 

l 
-- Make no concessions: (Cleveland PLAIN DEALER, Dallas 

TIMES-HERALD, Hartford COURANT, Miami HERALD, New York POST, 
Philadelphia INQUIRER, Washington TIMES). 



-2-

-- Improve security measures: (Atlanta CONSTITUTION, 
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR, Cleveland PLAIN DEALER, Detroit NEWS, 
Hartford COURANT, Long Island NEWSDAY, Los Angeles TIMES, Miami 
HERALD, ' New York POST, Washington POST, Washington TIMES). Lax 
airport security in Athens was considered largely responsible for 
the hijacking by the Boston GLOBE, CHRISTLAN SCIENCE MONITOR, 
Cleveland PLAIN DEALER, Detroit NEWS, Hartford COURANT, Long 
Island NEWSDAY, New York POST, News York TIMES, Washington POST, 
and Washington TIMES. 

-- Consider military action: •people get hurt in wars and 
perhaps the time has arrived for the Shiite leaders responsible 
for this war to be made to realize that• (Chicago- TRIBUNE); 
"Swift and severe retribution might give pause to some 
terrorists• (Dallas TIMES HERALD); "President Reagan should 
say .... Give our people back, or we're coming after you by 
whatever means necessary• (Detroit NEWS); "The administration 
should now consider strikes against Syrian military targets 
inside Lebanon• (WALL STREET JOURNAL); "Retaliation that is 
swift, firm and decisive• (New York NEWS); "Reagan should issue 
an ultimatum .... Tben take appropriate military action• (New York 
POST); "There will come a time--and it could be soon--when he 
will have to go the'extra mile" (Washington TIMES). The Miami 
HERALD, Philadelphia INQUIRER, and Washington POST also expressed 
general support for appropriate military options. 

Draf t ed:PA/OAP:PAKnecht~ 
6/21/85 632-3165 W0440K 
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