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TOP SECRET

The Hijacking of TWA 847

Background

On June 14, 1985, TWaA 847, en route from Ethens to Rome

with 135 Americans and 16 aliens was hijacked by two Lebanese
. (later identified as Hizballah), who demand the release of
all Lebanese detainees in Israel and Kuwait, and the release
of four specific individuals: a third hijacker, who had been
arrested in Athens, two Lebanese, allegedly in Israeli
prisons, and one Lebanese allegedly held in Cyprus (but who
had actually .been released into Amal custody omn May 30).

Between June 14 and June 16, the aircratft shuttles
between Beirut and Algeria as negotiations ensue as to its
final destination. Early on the day of June 14, a total of
40 passengers, including women and children are released.
However, US Navyman Robert Stretham is killed and his body
thrown on the tarmac in Beirut.

r that day, approximately a dozen armed Hizballah-and
itia board the plane in Beirut and take control from
the ori glnal hijackers. American Jews and US military are
then singled out and a total of 12 passengers are removed-
from the plane and taken into custody by what is later
learned to be EHizballah. The new hijackers escalate their
demands to include the release of all Arab prisoners in
Lebanon,; complete Israeli withdrawal from Lebanon and
withdrawal of Lahad forces from Lebanon.

On June 15, in Algiers, an additional 61 passengers are
released. The aircraft arrives at Beirut again on June 16
and remains at Beirut Airport from June 16 until after the
conclusion of the incident on June 30, On June 16, the
remaining 29 passengers are removed from the plane and taken
into custody by the Syrian-controlled Amzl, leaving 3 crewmen
with an unknown number of hijackers still on the plane.

US Efforts

Overall USG strategy in response to the hijacking of TWA
847 was directed and coordinated by the National Security
Advisor and the National Security Council staff, yet tasked
for the implementation of its various elements to the
Departments of State, Defense and Transportation,
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On the morning of June 14, the Terrorist Incidants
Working Group meets and recommends a three-pronged response:
(1) ensure that the plane is diverted to a destination where
the USG has access; (2), S :
, Zoseis . L (3) undertake a FOIARS (1}
variety of dvplomauwc 1n1t1au1ves to assist in the release of
. the aircraft and its passengers.

‘ , : FOIAD) (7
State 1s designated as the lead agency and organizes El

task force which operates throughout the incident.

ooacie facicd Recdacted Redzcied Recacted
Redactet Redzcied Fedacisc Redacist Redacizd Reoeacied Redected Redzcied Pedscied
Redacied————~Redaciac Redzciad FRedacisd Redacied Reoacied. Redgcied Redzcted Redactsd

State Department efforts are twofold: US ambassadors in
country are instructed to make high level demarches to 2rab
leaders to enlist their help in achieving resolution of the
crisis, focussing in particular on Assad (Syria) and on Nabih
Berri (Head of 2mal, Lebanon). Demarches are zlso made to
2lgeria, Syria and Cyprus to ensure that they accept the
aircraft if it is diverted and not to permit it to leave once
it has landed. (Algeria permits the sircraft to land, but is
unable to prevent it from leaving, zs the hijackers threaten
to execute the hostages.)

Reluctance on the part of the Governmente of Algeria and
Syria to intervene politicelly are countered by Presidential
calls on June 15 to President Bendjedid of Algeria, urging
him to keep the plane on the ground when it again lands in
2lgeria; and to Assad, reguesting him to contact Iranian and
Shia leaders to influence the hijackers to release the
aircraft to Algerian authorities. On June 16, Berri,

apparently under pressure from Assad, enters negotiations
with the hijackers and succeeds in getting one hostage (Peel)
released. Berri pledges to release all the hostages if the
US persuades Israel to release the Lebanese prisoners held in
Atlit prison.

Policy and operational response options are reviewed on
successive occasions during the crisis at the highest
levels. On June 16, the first NSPG, of the six which are
convened during-the two week incident, is held. The full
NSC, plus deputies and FAA Administrator Donald Engen, is in
attendance. Shultz lays the blame for the incident at the
feet of Berri who, probably acting in concert with the
Syrians, expected the US to pressure Israel to release the
Atlit prisoners. He indicates that the negotiations will
require the US deal with the Israeli prisoner problem. In
addition, Shultz notes that while the Algerians have been
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helpful, B z
have now twice refy

¢ and

sed to keep the aircraft,

2t this NSPG, the President asks about the prospect of an
exchange of the Isrzeli-held prisoners for the TWA hostages.

. Shultz indicates that Rabin has invited the US to formally
. call for it. The President expresses his interest in gaining

. bWnchanged;®

-release of the US hostages followed later by release of the
Israeli prisoners. shultz argtes against what he feels would
mean essentially a deal with the hijackers. McFarlane urges
a variation, in which the US would state that the Israelil
prisoners, scheduled to be released anyway, would be held

until the US captives were released. Fgmﬁgél)

: In conclusion, the President directs LhéL,
although the Israeli position should be sounded out, basic
policy (not to negotiate with terrorists) would remain

LN T e . the Amal should be held FOIAL (1)
responsible politically and diplomatic pressures be
intensified in that direction. :

Diplomatic initiatives during the remainder of the
incident are continued on two levels: Direct demarches by
the President to Asgsad and by McFarlane to Berri, and an
expanded set of in country demarches by US Ambassadors at
Shultz' direction thoughout the Arab world and Europe. The
talking points used by McFariane in his call to Berri on June
17 were prepared by State and reflect Shultz' position that
there can be no guid pro guo on the US hostage release in

terms of a release of Israeli-held prisoners: "The US will
not make concessions or ask anyone else to do so...will hold
the Shia community responsible if passengers are
harmed...future of Shia will be determined by responsible
behavior...Al Dawa prisoner release [demand] creates a
contest of wills which the US/Israel will not concede.™ The
President's message to Assad on June 18 is to increase
pressure on Berri to be tough with the hijackers, and to use
Assad's own channels with the Hizballah and Iranians to
effect the quick release of the hostages and their transfer
out of Lebanon. (0On June 18, Rerri releases 3 more hostages,
leaving 40 still in custody.)

The Terrorist Incidents Working Group continues to meet
during this time to consider both near-term options to effect
the release of the hostages and longer-term options to reduce FOIAB) ( 1)
the incidence of hijacking and terrorism in general. VNN

—— e S A o ——
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SR . (The approval block is not
initialed.) With respect to longer-term options, the TIWG
reviewed options regarding: a State Department travel

,adv1sorv, a new gSky Marshall program; possible neutralization

of Beirut International Airport; an NSDD on airport/aircraft

-iFECUIltY Other memos going to McFarlane from members of the

- DU MTY

National Security Council staff outline possible
Counter-Terrorism Strategies for the aftermath of the
hijacking including destruction of terrorist infrastructures
and sponsors.

During this period, McFarlane briefs Congressional
leaders on at least two occasions on the status of efforts to
secure release of the hostages., The talking points, prepared
by North, reflect the substance and detail of internal NSC
briefing memos and reproduce those used by McFarlane when

~discussing the issue with Shultz and Weinberger at their

weekly break«asL.

R I R e NTUCELLITY Rpumlicl Uy T OLLT T ATUGLLEY
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EQIABY (7 )
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By June 21, & status memo 0 T
DPresident, makes the following po
ri does not have full control over the hosLages; a erong
sage has been sent to the Iranians through the Swiss
icating US knowledge that some hostages are in
nian-controlled Hizballah custody; Berri is still
manding release of Israeli-held Lebanese prisoners.

It is also reported that Japan has had several contacts
with Iranian officials {(in preparation for an upcoming visit
of Rafsanjani to Tokyo), in which the GOJ has indicated grave
concern for the hostages. Iran denies all culpability and
puts the onus on Syria. Additional messages are sent to Iran
via USEMB Bern (Switzerland) and Syria stressing that Iran
cannot escape responsibility for failure to use its influence
to end the incident.

FOIAB) (1)

On June 24, an NSPG is held to review a plan pxiiEEEENEoN

terrorlsm in Belrut - ; R

R RN brlerlng memo fLom
North/Telcher to McFarlane notes that the CPPG had con51dered
the plan and the consensus was that it would be ineffectual.
Instead, it was recommended that Assad be confronted again
directly by the President by phone.

P2oP-SECRES—

SRS on next steps to be taken 1n resolv1ng the problem of

FOIAEY () B

Redacted



North/Teicher also recommend consideration by the NSPG of
an alternative plan detailed in "non-paper" they had
prepared. The plan comprises a detailed two-phased approach:
the first phase to be implemented while the hostages are ECIAMG) ¢ | 5

, still captive; the second, to be implemented after they are FOARL(L)
released., Phase I L

—————Redacisd Redacted Fedacied Redacted Redacted————Redacted Redacted Redacted

Redacted

Redacted- Reoactsd Redaciad Redaciad Redacted- Redacted Redacied Redacied Redacled
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———Redact

Although McFarlane
approves the memc for consideration at the NSPG, it is not
clear whether it ig discussed. Evidence does indicate that
the President decides to let the diplomatic action play out
for the next several days, based on the recognition that
Assad is the real player and that a plan should be developed
accordingly. The President also agrees to call Assad again.

more detailed "Plan of Action” along the lines of that
outlined above. The NSPG briefing memo drafted by North,
Fortier, Teicher, Covey, and McDaniel, and approved by
McFarlane, comprises three elements: a Pramework for Decision

-— @ description of the stakes, objectives and strategy for
achieving the release of the hostages; a Graphic Timeline ~-
a visual layout c¢f diplomatic pressure, consultative
activities for the next few days; a Day-byv-Day description of
operations. After the NSPG, the Crisis Pre-Planning Group
(CPPG) meets to refine details of the Plan and a series of
diplomatic messages are tasked in support of its execution:
Talking Points for the Vice President to use in EBurope; A
SECSTATE letter to NEA Foreign Ministers informing them of US
intentions to close BIZ; SECSTATE letter to European Foreign
Ministers requesting gsupport of US actions to close BIA;
SECSTATE instructions for demarche to East European Foreign
Ministers in support of the closure of BIA.

On June 26, the NSPG meets again in the morning. The
outcome of the meeting is to defer execution of the initial
steps of the plan "pending diplomatic developments." [Note:
There is no evidence to indicate what exchange causes the
breakthrough in negotiations. Israel had already released 31
detainees on June 24 and indicated that another 31 could be
released during the week. However, there are no
communications to indicate that the US directly influenced
the release. The GOI position had been that the detainees
were to be used as bargaining chips to obtain the release of

~pPoR _SECRET



—LORLECRET—
6=

captive IDF soldiers. However, the Israelis had indicated
that they were under pressure to release them quickly in any

event as there was no 1ledal basis under Israeli law to detain
them. ]

, A Crisis Pre-Planning Group is chaired by Poindexter

_directly following the NSPG. 2nother CPPG is held that

- afternoon, chaired by Fortier. There is no information on
the agendas or outcomes of those meetings, with the exception
that a news blackout ig declared. Later that day, Berri
announces a plan to transfer all the hostages to a Western
Embassy either in Beirut or Damascus, where they would remain
until all the Lebanese detainees are freed from Atlit

prison. Berri also reiterates a demand that that US warships
leave Lebanese waters and adds the demand that he receive
assurances that neither the US nor Israel would retsliate
once the incident is resolved. 2 State status report to the
President that day notes further evidence of Israeli
preparations to release additional prisoners and undercores
Syrian concern that the US would retaliate against all Arab
states thought to be implicated in the hijacking.

On June 27, the CPPG meets again. The agenda item is the
consideration of a contingency plan in the event of only a
partial release of the hostages. The CPPG meets again the
morning of June 28 and recommends the implementation of Phase
I of the "Plan of Action” is the hostages are not released by
the afterncon. Late that afternoon, an NSPG is held to
reviewy the diplomatic situation and to consider next steps to
take given the apparent lack of progress in getting the
hostages released. A briefing memo to McFarlane from North,
Teicher, et.zl., notes that the CPPG recommends returning to
the original "PTaW of Action." However, the NSPG directs

that the plan for extracting the hostages once they are moved
to Syria be implemented. [WNote: There are no details on this
plan, except to note that US pressure had focused on getting
the hostages into Assad's custody.] The NSPG also directs
that the longer-term plan for combatting terrorism be
developed. Detailed reports by Shultz and Dole at this point
are submitted to the President recommending plans for
enhancing aviation security and combatting terrorism aimed at
US civil aviation.

A June 29 North, Teicher, Fortier memo to McFarlane on
"Next Steps for Obtaining Release of AMCIT Hostages"”
concludes that the passengers and crew may not be released
through Damascus "as expected”; in any event, there may be
only a partial release -- it seems that only the Iranians and
Assad have leverage over the leballah elements. They then HQMﬁgg/ﬁ
recommend Phase I comprlslng T S
o gen et T T e B R R ekseamal (1 the event
Phase I is not frutlful they recommend 901ng to Phase II.

0P SECRET
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There is no evidence that this plan of action was approved

since announcement of the hostage release is made the next
day.

The afternoon of June 29, State issues the following
.statement: "The US reaffirms its longstanding support for the
.preservation of Lebanon, its government, its stability and
-security, and for the mitigation of the suffering of its

people.” If asked, the spokesman was authorized to say only
that "we are making this statement is order to make our
position clear,”

In a memo to McFarlane, State presents its analysis of
the role plaved by Assad. "Part of Assad's motivation in
solving the hijacking was undoubtedly to limit the role of
Iranian-backed radical elements in Lebanon...He also wishes
to demonstrate to the American Government that Syria is a

major power in the region, responsible for security is F@Mﬂﬁg/}
Lebanon."” 2As part of the supporting documentation for the ‘
_assessment,, T T S
Redaciad Redaciad Radscisd —_Redecied Redacied Redaciad. Redacied Redzcied Redacied
——Redscied Redscizs Redzcied Redacied- Redacisd Redzcte Redacted-—-—Redsciad— Redzcied
Redacisd Redacizd Rsdaciad Redzcied Redacied Radacied Redacte

_ Redacied Redacted.

On July 1, a full Cabinet meeting is held. A decision is
teken to impose sanctions against Lebanese air carriers,
terminating service. Later that day, it is reported that
David Kimche confirmed to the USG that the Israeli inner
Cabinet has decided to release 300 of the 735 Atlit detainees
within 48 hours. ©PM Peres, on Jerusalem radio, declares the
freeing of the hostages "removes a major obstacle to freeing
Lebanese Shiite prisoners. He denies Israel took any part in
a deal.

. POP-SECRET™
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Characterization of Process of USG Response to Hijacking

A characterization of the process of developing and
implementing a USG response to the hijacking offers the
following elements:

-~ The response to the hijacking was directed and
coordinated by the National Security Advisor and
National Security Council staff.

— Policy and operational response options were tasked
to and developed by the appropriate departments and
agencies, and vetted through those interagency
groups constituted for the review and implementation
of counter-terrorism responses.

- Policy and operational response options were
reviewed on successive occasions during the crisis
at the highest levels through conference calls and
during NSPGs by the full National Security Council.

- There was freguent Congressional consultation and
update.

- A1l relevant diplomatic channels were employed iﬁ
the effort to seek the release of the hostages,
including consultation with Allies.

- A set of coordinated, timed diplomatic initiatives
and operational military rescue response options
were developed.

- There was concomitant development, consideration and
decision to implement a range of longer-term
counter-terrorism strategies, designed to safeguard
against future hijacking incidents.

- There was ex post facto review of USG handling of
the incident and the initiation of a long-term
planning strategy both improve counter-terrorism
operations and eventually to reduce the occurrence
of terrorist incidents.

— Actions and options considered apparently were
consistent with stated US policy. There is no
direct evidence to indicate that the White House
concluded an arrangement with the Israelis.

~TOP. SECRET



TWA 847 cChronology

June 14 - June 30, 1985

June 14

TWA Flight 847 departs Athens en route to Rome with 153
people on board, including 129 American passengers, 14 alien

" .passengers, siX American crewmembers, two alien crewmembers,
. .and two Lebanese hijackers.

Circa 0310, TWA 847 is diverted to Beirut, where it lands at
0453 over the protests of Lebanese air controllers. DNineteen

pPassenders, 17 women and two children are released, and the
aircraft was refueled.

President's national security staff begin a series of secure

conference calls which continue throughout crisis. (WHCMC
chron.)

Terrorist Incidents Working Group (TIWG) is scheduled for
"~ 1000.

At 0630, TWA 847 leaves for Algiers. Prior to taking off,
the hijackers list initial demands: release of all Lebanese
detainees in Israel and Kuwait, and release of four specific
individuals. 1In addition, the hijackers condemn the bombings
at Bir al Abd and Riyadh, attack the Arab League and the -
Palestinians, condemn American practices in the Arab world,
as well as US financial support to Israel.

State Department forms Task Force at 0700. FOIA(D) (/)

TIWG meets at 1000. Recommends: |

B Ta%n: P ng S : ! . f diplomatic initiatives to
Syria and Berri. (WHCMC Chron)
At TIWG meeting, State is designated as lead agency and

organizes a task force. FOIA(b) (/)

t'North.Action Memo to
Poindexter)

North Action Memo to McFarlane indicates President approved FOVKb)(l)

TR ¢ notes that State has

. DECLASSIFIEL ..« PART
NLS . L2 - ps9/2+18
sl NARA, Dette 2322/ %
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ins?ruc?ed USAMBs to approach Assad and other Arab leaders to
assist 1n release. North indicates that TIWG pr1nc1pals §@M$»L/j

agreed not to give Congressional briefings M

WEENETEENEN (North Memo to McFarlane,Hljacklng of TWA
847, June 14, 1985")

_'US requests Algiers to allow plane to land on humanitarian
.grounds and not to depart.

Plane arrives in Algiers at 1030 and spends several hours
there, during which 21 additional passengers are released and
the plane is again refueled although Algerians initially
refuse. Hijackers threaten to execute hostages if aircraft
not permitted to depart. .

Hijackers add demand for US $15 million and ask to talk to US
Ambassador.

. US urges GOL not to allow aircraft to return to Beirut, and
urges governments of Syria and Cyprus to accept the aircraft
if diverted from Beirut. 2Amal contact promises AMEMB Beirut
heavy presence at Belrut airport and continued close contacL
on incident.

:Fﬂm&ﬁ{fi

BEMB Reirut speaks to Gemayel about potential for plane
turning to Beirut. Cemayel says little he can do to secure
lease of hostages. BIA manager say his orders are to

event plane from landing.

USS SAIPAN and NIMITZ diverted to support contingency ops.
Hijackers reportedly plant explosives on aircraft.

SECDEF authorizes

JIAW) (7 )

USAMB Beirut tells GOL to refuse landing rights.

At 1525, aircraft leaves again for Beirut, landing at 1920
although runways blocked by trucks. Pilot says situation
desperate, requests permission to land. Robert Strethem is
killed and his body thrown onto the tarmac.

Hijackers demand that the ranking Amal c¢fficial come to the
alrport. The request is eventually granted.

About a dozen heavily armed men, probably Hizballah and Amal

militia, borad the plane and take control from the original
hijackers.

LOP—SECKRET
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Hijackers demand release of all Arab prisoners in Lebanon,
complete withdrawal of Israel from Lebanon, withdrawal of
Lahad's forces from Lebanon. They reiterate demand for
release of Ali Atwah (third hijacker, in CGreek custody) and
threaten to kill eight Greek passengers, if he is not
released.

_American Jews agnd US military are singled out, and 12

- passengers are taken off the plane, including all six US
military.

President asks Algiers to allow aircraft to land but not to
take off again.

President urges Assad to contact Iranian/Shia leaders to

influence hijackers to release hostages to Algerian
authorities.

June 15

Plane arrives in Algiers at 0250. International Red Cross

(ICRC) sends team to Algiers at reguest of US and Algerlan
governments.

ICRC and Algerian officials are permitted to board plane to
check health of hostages and hear the demands of the
hijackers.

Hijackers reiterate previous demands and threaten to kill a
passengers 1f Ali Atwah not released.

[
Jt

Sixty-one passendgers and all five flight attendants are
released.

FOIA®D) (1)

Israelis announce intention to gradually release prisoners -—-
depending on security situation. Sooner or later, all are to
be released.

President requests aAlgerian President Bendjedid to keep
aircraft in Algiers.

Greek government considers release of third hijacker.

Shultz sends Preésident detailed status report of current

situation diplomatically, and with respect NG FOWA®Y 4

RN [ cFarlane writes in the margins to the

President that "Mr. Président, Our specific goals are: Keep

them talking, keep the plane on the ground, GGG [?@m(@)(/)
(Shultz Memo to Pres.

"Status Report on the TWA Hijacking.)

FOP—SEEREE-



June 16

After 25 hours in algiers, aircraft departs again for Beirut,
landing at 0745. NN -ilot or hijacker to Beirut  rFOIA(b) (/)
Tower stated "We want alrcraft demobilized in Beirut so it

~cannot be flown anymore.

Pilot radios that hijackers ultimately want to go to Teheran,
where they will release passengers and crew. If request
denied, plane will be disabled in Beirut.

USEMBDamascus informed that Assad told of US request to put
heavy pressure on Berri to assist US.

Hijackers state they will negotiate with Red Cross.
Secure telephone consultations held among McFarlane, Shultz,
Weinberger.

Remaining 29 passengers are removed from plane; three flight
crewmen remain on board with unknown number of hijackers.

Amal leader Nabih Berri enters negotiations. He says he is
assured by hijackers that no harm will come to hostages if
things are proceeding. He releases one hostage (Peel).

Bartholomew tells Algerian charge (Washington) to contact
Shiite leader Fadlallah to try to end hijacking. Charge
uninformed/not useful.

Berri pledges to release hostages if US persuades Israel to
release Atlit prisoners. (FBIS)

SECSTATE status report to the President on the hijacking
notes that "Israel has told us that it would be responsive to
an American request to exchange certain prisoners for release
of the American hostages. It has also agreed to talk tc ICRC
representatives, but is not willing to engage in a
substantive dicsussion until the US makes clear its position
on a prisoner exchange. Our position is unchanged: we do not
make deals of this kind with hijackers.

President meets in SitRoom at 1300 with full NSC plus

deputies for NSPG (includes participation of FAA iAlb
cdministrator Donald Engen): mEEEEEE——— A0 (/)
v
WY Shultz notes that Berri probably acted in concert

with the Syrians; expectation that US will pressure Israelis

to release Lebanese prisoners. Notes Algerians helpful but 4 -
AR - nd twice refused to keep Foisr (1Y
aircraft; indicates that negotiations will require that the

US deal with the Israeli prisoner problem. President asks

IOP-SEERET™
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about prospect of an exchange. Shultz indicates that Rabin
has invited the US to call for it., President indicates his
interest in bringing about the release of all US hostages
followed by the release of the Israeli-held prisoners.
Shultz argues that this would essentially mean making a deal
with the hijackers. McFarlane urges a variation, where we
'not that the ISraeli prisoners will not be released until

. hijacking ends. = Weinberger agrees extremely dangerous to
~act with force; notes that if US gives in there will be new
demands tomorrow. President suggests talking to Israelis

since they appear to be prepared to let their prisoners go
anyway. He directs that the discussion of the Israeli offer
on the prisoners not be mentioned to anyone. Shultz says US
policy should continue unchanged. Reaffirms basic policy not
to negotiate. ANIENEGEGGENGEGNGNGNGEENDENEEEENRREN. [o1d 2mal
responsible. NN

June 17

McFarlane calls Berri (30 minute conversation): US will not
make concessions or ask anyone else to do so...will hold Shia
community responsible if passengers harmed...future of Shia

will be determined by responsible behavior...Al Dawa prisoner

release creates contest of wills which US/Israel will not
concede.

The points made by McFarlane to Berri above are prepared by
State and reflect SECSTATE's position that there can be no
gquid on the US hostage release in terms of release of Israeli
prisoners. (Platt Memo to McFarlane)

ICRC meets with Israeli officials...ready to facilitate
release of ex-Ansar prisoners...will not be party to
negotiations.

Shultz makes statement "we call upon those holding the
hostages to treat them properly and release them

immediately. We will not make deals with terrorists and will
not encourage others to do so."

Bartholomew in contact with Berri. Barth. reports Berri
"yery tough"..."it is now up to US."

FOIAD) (1}

s

F e

pOLD

..  ~OiA(D) (/)

AMEMBDamascus reports that Syria is publically neutral but
privately trying to get Berri involved.

USEMBDamascus instructed to make another demarche to Asad, to
put additional presure on Barri, Iran and others.

LOP-SECRET



June 18

Berri releases three more hostages, leaving 40 still in
custody, all believed to be Americans.

Bartholomew talks to Berri. Very useful. Berri. says he has

* .all hostages, except five; but has connections with those

- holding the five, seeking consolidation of control.

TIWG scheduled for 1400, but postponed. Briefing memo for
Poindexter (North drafter) indicates agenda to cover: State
travel advisory; sky marshall program; denial of BIA;

Congressional call for hearings; an NSDD on next steps on
airport/airc¢raft security. .

US demarche to Algiers, Jordan, France, UK, Spain, Saudi
Arabia, FRG, Austria, UN: US holds Berri responsible...will
not negotiate...reguest they use good offices to influence

Berri and other political and religious leaders to effect
release,

US demarche to Creece: improve airport security...travel
advisory to be issued.

US demarche to Berri: the US understands aircraft is refueled
and loaded with explosives, amd expects Berri to control ‘the
aircraft.

Presidential message to Assad: increase pressure on Berri to
be tough with hijackers...use own channels with PSP,

Hizballah, Iranians...release prisoners guickly and transfer
out of Lebanon.

Speakes publically says that Israelis should release the
Lebanese prisoners since they are illegally detained.

UAE paper reports Algerian plan that hostages be released if
US promises that Israel will release Shia prisoners at a
later date.

Teicher produces a memo on GOIsrael statements with respect
to the Lebanese prisoners. A Minister of Defesne spokesman
tells the US that the intent of retaining the detainees is as
bargaining chip for release of captive IDF soldiers. It was
indicated that there was, however, no legal basis for the
detention of the Lebanese, since they could not be tried
under Israeli law, and therefore, they would have to be
released. (Teicher to McFarlane Memo)

President  holds a press conference on the situation in Beirut.



June 19

SECSTATE meesadge to Gemayel looking to him for help.

US requests ICRC to see hostages.

. McFarlane provides Senate update on hijacking. North/Teicher
- prepare detailed talking points which reflect internal White

House discussions and planning. (North/Teicher Memo to
McFarlane)

Shultz, Weinberger, McFarlane breakfast. Talking points
prepared by ‘North provide same update as prov1ded to Senate
leaders. (North Memo to McFarlane)

Teicher memo to McFarlane about Japanese debrief of Tokyo
meeting between FOMIN Miyake and Iran FOMIN Ardabili, in
which Japan indicates grave concern about hostage situation
and Ardabili denies Iranian involvement and pins it on

Syria. Handwritten note by Poindexter states that the US has
evidence Ardabili is lying.

June 20

McFarlane briefs President at daily NSB on alternative
solutions to the Beirut hostage problem. He reviews 3
possibilities: UN undertaking to find a protective power to
take custody of hostages; Algeria being approached to

. intervene and ask that hostages be released to them; get
Syria to take control, since Assad seems to have asserted his
influence already with Berri.

NSPG meeting at 1000.

Austria offers to assist. FOIA®) (/ }
Redacied Redacted---————Redscted--————Redacted Redacied Redacted Redacted -----Redacted-———-— Redacted
Redacted--———-Redacied——-—Redacted Redacted Redacted Redacied Redacted-——-——Redacted Redacted
Redacted Redacted Redacted Redacted Redacted Redacted Redacted Redacted—--—--Redacted
Redarted-———Redacted-——- —Redacted-—————Redartord L ts J— —Radzrteen - Redantad——————Radactad. Readartad.
Memo to McFarlane from Fortler, Covey, North entitled "TWA
oo HiJacking: ¥ NI,
Redacted Redacted Redacted Redacted Redacted Redacted Redactad Redacted——-—— Redacted
Redacted— Redacted Redacted Redacted Redacted Redacted Redacted----—- —~Redacted. Redacted
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Teicher Memo to McFarlane outlines a Counter-Terrorism
strategy for the aftermath of the hijacking. 1Involves three

elements: identify participants, sponsors, infrastructure;

¥

WENPE, Fortier/North concurred with memo; no indication of
. approval. ’

. SECTRANS Dole begins demarches to counterparts in high
terrorist risk areas for improving airport security.

June 21

A State status memo to McFarlane is verbally briefed to the
President. It indicates: Berri not in full control of
hostages; Swiss made a demarche to Berri, but that Lebanese
prisoners have to be released; strong message to Iran through
Swiss indicating our knowledge that some hostages are in
Iran-controlled Hizballah custody; Israel will not release
prisoners unless asked to do so in a formal and explicit
manner; new civil aviation measures being introduced;
modalities for hostage release.

US proposes release scenarios to Berri: release to Syria,
BRlgiers, UN, ICRC...avoid release in Beirut.

Japan approaches Iran and Syria...Iran denies responsibility,
blames Svria.

US message to world reguesting improvements in airport
security.

President meets with hostage families in Dallas.

June 22

US message to Iran via USEMB Bern: Iran cannot escape
responsibility for failure to act urgently to help resolve-

crisis situation.

US message to Syria: keep pressure on Berri...urge Iranians
to use their influence.

In contact with Algerians.

President sends letters to all NATO heads of state on further
practical activities to be undertaken to prevent terrorism.

June 23

In contact'with Algerians.

FOWAD) (1)
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Rabin announces that -31 of the Shia prisoners will be
released the next morning a result of prior legal appeals,
not 1n response to hijacking.

June 24

FOIA®D) ()

CPPG meets: reviews VKRS = 5 e 3 l and to
_ consider other methods ot 1ncrea51ng pressure

Israel releases 31 detainees from Atlit prison and, in
Beirut, Nabih Berri announces a new demand: US Navy ships in
area must leave before hostages can be released.

NSPQ(meétS'at 1400 to review ' .'f- e e FOIABY ( I')

: : AR Dricfing memo from
NOYth/TelCheI to McFarlane for NSPG indicates that CPPG
consensus was that JECHENEEEEA incffective and that Assad FOIAM) (1}
should he confronted directly and called by the President.
- N/T recommend taking the actions proposed in another
non-paper they prepared, a two-phased approach; the first,
while hostages are st111 captlve the second, once released.

FOIAR) (] )

% Ce e B ooy B T L3 ef e ctonm® an SR, McFarlane approves
the memo for consideration at NSPG. (North Memo to McFarlane)
NSPG results: President decides to let diplomatic action play
out for next several days. Recognizes that real player is
Assad and that plan has to be developed accordingly. (WHCMC
Chron.)

In contact with Algerians.

State makes demarche to Soviets to use its influence with
Syria. (approved by McFarlane)

State memo for McFarlane gives status update: Swiss
approached GOI on Berri's requests; GOI indicates 31

prisoners may be released as early as the next week.

President calls 2ssad to bring his influence to bear on
relegse.

June 25

Gemayel message to Shultz: doing what I can: area not under
GOL control.

» SO R S B L B Tt
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Larry Speages discusses with the Press options the President
might consider, including limiting goods and services to
Beirut and limiting use of Beirut International Airport (BIA).

NSPG meets at 1330: reviews the Plan of Action to place

increasing pressure on Syria to extricate the hostages and to
.press forward with a campaign against terrorism. (WHCMC
- Chron.)

NSPG briefing memo drafted by North, Fortier, Teicher, Covey,
McDaniel and approved by McFarlane included three elements
for consideration: Framework for Decision -- a description of
the stakes, ‘objectives, strategy for achieving release of
hostages; Graphic Timeline -~-visual layout of dip, pressure,
consultation activities for the next few days; Day-by-Day
description of initiatives., This provides a detailed plan of
the Phase 1/Phase 2 approach described earlier.

CPPG meets at 1600: refines details of Plan. Tasks a series
of papers: T.P.s for the VP; SECSTATE letter to NEA FOMINS;
SECSTATE letter EUR FOMINs requesting support of action to
close BIA; SECSTATE instructions for demarche to East EUR™
FPOMINs for support in closing BIA.

In contact with Syrians.
June 26

NSPC meets at 1000: defers initial steps of plan pending
diplomatic developments.

CPPG meets at 1050, chaired by Poindexter.

CPPG follow-on meeting at 1340, chaired by Fortier.
News blackout is declared.

Hostage Palmer is released because of heart condition.
Berri reiterates demand that US warships leave Lebanese
coasts and adds demand that neither the US nor Israel
retaliate once crisis is resolved.

Berri announces proposal to transfer all hostages to a
Western Embassy in Beirut or Damascus, where they would
remain until the release of the Atlit prisoners.

State status report indicates: further evidence of Israeli
preparations to release more Lebanese prisoners; Syrian

concern that US would retaliate against all Arab states
thought. to be implicated in highjacking.

. TOP=SRCRTT
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In contact with Syrians, Paris.

Office of Attorney General prepares legal opinion on options
to prosecute hijacker addressed to McFarlane.

June 27

" Israeli Amb. to Armacosgt: there is debate as to status of
prisoners under Geneva convention...asks US not to bring up
1ssue again.

CPPG meets at 1000: develops a contingency plan in the event
of only partial release of the prisoners. .

Europeans will not accept conditions of Berri's release
scenario.

In contact with Syrians, Algerians, Tel Aviv.
McFarlane provides Senate update.

Shultz and Dole submit to the President State and
Transportation Dept. reports on plans for enhancing aviation
security and combatting terrorism aimed at US civil avaition.

June 28

CPPG meets at 1030: recommends implementation of Phase 1

actions to pressure Assad, if no release by the afternoon.

NSPG meets at 1700: reviews diplomatic situation, next steps
in face of apparent lack of progress at getting hostages
released. Briefing memo form North, Teicher, et.al., notes
that CPPG recommends returning to original Plan of Action.
NSPG Confirms plans for extraction of hostages once they are
in Syria. Campaign against terrorism to continue.

In contact with Syrians, Algerians, Geneva, Paris, Tel Aviv.

June 29

North, Fortier, Teicher Memo to McFarlane on WNext Steps for
Obtaining Release of AMCIT Hostages gives the view that the
passengers and.crew may not be released through Damascus (as
expected) and that, in any event, it is possible that there
will only be a partial release; it seems that only the

Iranians and Assad have leverage over the Hizballah elements
{not Berri). As a result, the ropose (Phase 1) GGG

If this doesn't work, they propose (Phase 2)

ol .SECRETL
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dispatching high-level US emissaries to: Israelis, to defer
further releases of prisoners; to Tokyo, to tell Rafsanjani
that there will be signif. bloodshed; to Assad, to threaten
serious reprisals; P o i

FOIA) (1

Redacted———-Redacted Redacted-- Redacted--———- ~—Redacted Redacted: Redacted Redacted Redacted-—-—— -

——e——Redacted————- Redacted--——Redacted Redacted. Redacted: Redacted-— Redacted-———-—Redacted——--—Redacted

Redacted——-—-Redacted Redacted- ~—Redacted--———Redacted Redacted: Redacted Redacted Redacted—-----—-

—emee—Redacted-- Redacted Redacted Redacted Redacted Redacted Redacted——--—Redacted--—— —Redacted

Dadartad_ . PRadartod Dorartard

US C-141 with reception team departs Washington for
Frankfurt. Another C-141 goes to Damascus.

Hostages released, according to Press, and en route to Syria,

although there are conflicting reports as to their status and
location.

PM Peres, on Jerusalem radio, declares the freeing of the
hostages "removes a major obstacle to freeing Lebanese Shiite
prisoners”™...denies Israel took any part in deal.

Later reporting, confirmed about 0700, shows hostages still
in Beirut and in custody of amal/Hizballah... Berri
apparently seeking more definite guarantee re Atlit detalnees
and assurance that US will not retaliate.

State issues the following statement at 2230: "The US
reaffirms its longstanding support for the preservation of
Lebanon, its government, its stability and security, and for
the mitigation of the suffering of its people." -If asked,
the spokesman was authorized to say that we are making this
statement in order to make our position clear.

In a memo to McFarlane, State presents its analysis of the
role played by Asad. "Part of Asad's motivation on solving
the hijacking was undoubtedly to limit the role of

Iranian-backed radical elements in Lebanon.™ He also wishes

to demonstrate to the American Govt. that Syria is a major %@@ﬂg{/}
power in the region, responsible for security in Lebanon.
T e I VIR Lt VR A R M\ CUdULIEU neddlieu neuavicu INGUGLLE U=~~~ duuiow I\TUGULLGU
—ee—Redacted-———-Redacted Redacted Redacted Redacted: Redacted Redacted Redacted-——-—-—Redacted
Redacted—' Redacted Redacted Redacted Redacted Redacted Redacted--—-——- Redacted Redacted
— Redacted——-—-Redacted Redacted Redacted Redacted Redacted Redacted Redacted-—-—--Redacted
Radantard— Radactad—— ——Redantad. Radantad Redarted Radactad Redacted-————Redacted Redacted
June 30

[

At 0330, Syrian officials in Damascus tell the US Embassy
"Syria has solved" the problem that delayed the release of
the 39 TWA hijacking hostages.

R A U s et
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At 1405, speskes announces release of the hostages and
crossing of the Syria-Lebanon border at 1330.

At 1805 President announces departure from Syria.

JJuly 1

" Full Cabinet Meeting held. US imposes sanctions against
Lebanese air carriers, terminating service.

David Kimche confirms to USG that the Israeli inner cabinet

has decided to release 300 of the 735 atlit detainees within
48 hours. .

President calls Assad to thank him for his intercession in
the release of the TWA hostages and to encourage timely
action on the remaining hostages being held.

HLTF meets to review the TWA incident from the standpoint of ﬁ@%agf,g
what was learned that might be applicable to gaining the
release of the remaining US hostages in Lebanon. B

Redacféd———Reda cfec ———Redacted Redacted— Redacted Redacted Redacted-

—————Redacted- Redacted
Redacted————Redacted-——-Redacted Redacted ~—Redacteo- Redacied Redacted ‘Redaﬂcr'ed Redacted—-——
—————Redacted Redacted Redacted. ~Redacted Redacted-— Redacted Redacted Redacted- Redacted
July 2
President greets hostages at Andrews AFB.
July 3
FOIAR) </ »

NSPG held to review counter-terrorism planning situation,

including, as one option, a decision in princiile to consider

————Redaded----———-Redacied FRedacied Redacted Redacied Redacted-~---—-—-Re iz cied———-Redacted-—-—Redacted
Redacted- -Redacted———-——FRedacier— -Redacted--—-—Redactetd-———- Regacieg———--—Redacted Redacted Redacted———— —
------ —Redaded---——-Redacted Redarien Redacted Redacied Redacted Redacted Redscied—- Dadsriag
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July 6, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROBERT C. MCFARLANE
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: CPPG Meeting, Monday, July 8

The Department of State has prepared a paper offering
various options aimed at inducing Asad to take a more active
role in gaining the release of the seven remaining hostages.

per Nicholas Pldjt
Executive Secretary

Attachments:

Tab A: Report Concerning Intensified Syrian Efforts to
Locate Hostages
.Tab B: Discussion o

Tab C: Syrian Efforts in the Hijacking

B ke o SNATAY
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6/14
6/15

6/16
6/18

6/18

6/19

6/19

6/21
6/22
6/23
6/23

6/24

6/24

6/25

6/26

SEGRET%SENSTT%VE

SYRIAN EFFORTS IN THE HIJACKING

First Presidential message to Asad (get Barri involved
at BIA)

Khaddam called Barri; Barri intervenes with
kidnappers, took control of majority of passengers

Asad responds to President Reagan: we're working on it
Second Presidential message

Response, queries rgarding what Syria can say about US
position on Atlit prisoners

Third Presidential message

Asad to Moscow; unlikely he saw third message prior to
departure

Khaddam returned to Damascus

Asad returned to Damascus

Arrival of Iranian delegation

Asad raised hijack situation with .afsanjani
Rafsanjani condemns hijacking, disassociates Iran and
says Iran would have taken steps to prevent hijacking
if had had prior knowledge

Intensive communications between Barri and Syrians

SARG asks if Syria can guarantee release of Atlit
prisoners

Barri colocates passengers; inspection by ICRC;
publicly offers new "plan" for placing passengers in
safe haven at western embassy or brotherly capital
like Damascus
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June 17, 1985

POP—SECRETASENSITIVE

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR JOHN POINDEXTER

FROM: OLIVER NORTH
HOWARD TEICHER

SUBJ: Minutes of NSPG Meeting

on Hijacking of
TWA Flight #847

Changes have been made as indicated.

RECOMMENDATION
That you approve the minutes
attached.

Approve Disapprove
Attachment

Original Package #90674
dtd June 16, 1985

TOR-SFEREF/SENSITIVE

Declassify: OADR (‘rhn
I 8' OLUN

- s e e e e S s —_— -

Bl
-
LR



o
<
r

Sl

“TOP—BEEREP- 7 SENSITIVE

The President: Asked whether we were sure which group the
terroriste actually belonged to.

Secretary Weinberger: Responded that while we were not sure
about the original two, the additional 12 who got on the plane
are Amal and Hizballah trained in Baalbek.

The President: Then Baalbek it is.

Robert McFarlane: On leaving this meeting, we should say only
that the President has met with his advisors and reviewed the
situation that there is no change in U.S. policy on concessions
to terrorists and that we are doing everything we can with those
who have influence over the situation. We should try to keep as
low a profile as possible for the next 24-48 hours so that we do
not provide any encouragement to the hijackers while the other
negotiations continue.
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MEMORANDUM

. 90674
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
June 16, 1985

~POP—SEERBP— SENSITIVE
ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. MCFARLANE

FROM: OLIVER L. NORTH

HOWARD R. TEICHER%
SUBJECT: National Security Planning Group (NSPG) Meeting:

Hijacking of TWA Flight $847

Attached at Tab I are the minutes of the NSPG meeting held in the
White House Situation Room this afternoon at 1:00 p.m.

RECOMMENDATION

i

That you review a approve the minutes attached at Tab T.

Approve Disapprove

?tﬁfcélﬁlékﬁJLIL:E;rl—jy’VUquAL—
Attachment aﬂ~/-£La4;i‘fzuf§£, i

Tab I - Minutes of NSPG Meeting
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The President: Then Baalbek it is. /7”“‘”““3’-”“’ G et 1A

Robert McFarlane: On leaving this meeting, we should say only
that the President has met with his advisors and reviewed the
situation that there is no change in U,S. policy on concessions
to terrorists and that we are doing everything we can with those
who have influence over the situation. We should try to keep as
low a profile as possible for the next 24-48 hours so that we do
not provide any encouragement to the hijackers while the other
negotiations continue.

The President asbed whether we were sure eobe4
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29 June 1985
1300 EDT

White House Crisis Management Center

TWA Flight 847 Hijacking: Summary of Events (all times EDT)
{athens and Beirut = EDT + 7. Algiers = EDT + 5)

Friday, 14 June; Day 1

- Departed Athens en route to Rome with 153 people onboard,
including 129 American passengers, 14 alien passengers, six
" American crewmembers,. two alien crewmembers, and two

Lebanese hijackers.

- Flight was diverted to Beirut, where it landed at 0453 over
the protests of Lebanese controllers. Nineteen passengers,
17 women and two children, were released, and the aircraft

was refueled.

- Shortly before leaving Beirut for Algiers at 0630, the
hijackers listed their initial demands, which included
release of all prisoners held in Israeli prisons.

TIWG at lOOO(

FOIA®) (] )

Diplomafid initiatives to Syfia,'Bérri.
- The plane spent several hours 1in Algiers, where 21
additional passengers were released and the plane was again

refueled.

U.s. urgengOL not to allow aircraft to return to Beirut.

- U.S. demarche to Syria: Do not allow Lebanese to return
aircraft to Beirut -- allow landing in Syria 1f asked.

- Departed - again for Beirut, arriving at 1920. At that time,
Robert Stethem was killed and about a dozen heavily armed
men, probably Hizballah and Amal militia, boarded the plane
and took control from the original hijackers. American jews
and  U.S. military were then singled out, and 13 passengers
were taken off the plane, including all six (seven) U.S.

A'military The plane departed Beirut Friday night and
arrived again in Algiers early on Saturday mornln%
@E@mssmm IN PAR
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Presidential message to Algiers requesting they allow
aircraft to land and not take off.

Presidential message to Assad urging he contact Irgnian/Shia
leaders to influence hijackers to release prisoners to

Algerian authorities.

Saturday, 15 June; Day 2

In Algiers, 61 passengers and all five stewardesses were

released, and the ICRC and Algerian officials were permitted
to board the aircraft to check the health of the hostages

and. hear the demands of the hijackers.

Israelil's announce intention to gradually release prisoners
~-- depending on security situation. Sooner or later, all

are to be released.

Presidential message to  Algerian President Bendjedid
requesting he keep aircraft in Alglers.

Sunday, 16 June; Day 3

Twenty-five hours later the plane left Algiers, again for
Beirut, landing at about 0745.

The President chaired an NSPG at 1300. Reaffirmed basic
policy not to negotiate. N G e R

WEENEERE 014 Amal respon51b1e

Remaining 28 passengers removed from plane; three flight
crewmen remain onboard with unknown number of hijackers.

Monday, 17 June; Day 4

McFarlane to Barri (30 minute conversation): U.S. will not
make concessions or ask anyone else to do so... will hold
Shia community responsible if passengers harmed... future of
Shia will be determined by responsible behavior... Al Dawa
prisoner release request creates contest of wills which
U.S./Israel will not concede.

ICRC meets with Israeli officials... ready to facilitate
release of ex-Ansar prisoners... will not be party to
negotiations.

Tuesday,- 18 June; Day 5

By the 18th four more hostages had been released, leaving 40

still 1n custody.

T R E L~ ]



- TIWG Meeting.

~ U.S. demarche to Algiers, Jordan, France, UK, Spain, Saudi
Arabia, FRG, Austria, UN: U.S. holds Barri responsible,..
will not negotiate... reguest they use good offices to
influence Barri and other political and religious leaders to
effect release,.

- U.S. demarche to Greece: improve airport security... travel
advisory to be issued.

- U.S. demarche to Barri: the U.S. understands aircraft is
refueled and loaded with explosives, and expects Barri to
control the aircraft.

- Presidential message to Assad: increase pressure on Barri
to be tough with hijackers... use own channels with PSP,
Hizballah, Iranians... release passengers quickly and

transfer out of Lebanon.

Wwednesday, 19 June; Day 6

- SECSTATE message to Gemayel looking to him for help.

- U.S. requests ICRC to see the hostages and check their
welfare.

- Terrorists in San Salvador kill 15, including four unarmed,
off-duty U.S. Marines and two U.S. buinessmen.

Thursday, 20 June; Day 7

- NSPG Meeting.
- Austria offers to assist.

Friday, 21 June; Day 8

- U.S. requests ICAO, WTO, UNHR Center to publicly condemn
hijacking and urge immediate release of hostages.

- U.S. proposes release scenarios to Barri: release to Syria,
Algiers, UN, ICRC... avoid release 1n Beilirut.

- Japan ~approaches Iran and Syria... Iran denies
responsibility, blames Syria.

- U.S. message to world reguesting improvements 1in airport
security.

Saturday, 22 June; Day 9

- U.S. message to Iran: Iran cannot escape respdnsibility for

TOP—SEERET
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failure to act urgently to help.

- - U.S. message to Syria: keep up pressure on Barri... urge
Iranians to use their influence.

- In contact with algerians.

Sunday, 23 Jﬁne; Day 10

- In contact with Algerians. . .
3 FOIRD) ¢ 1,

Monday, 24 June; Day 11

- cppe eeting to revie N - -

to consider ways to increase pressure.

- On June 24, Israel released 31 Lebanese detainees from Atlit
prison and, in Beirut, Nabih Barri announced a new demand:
that U.S. Navy ships 1in the area must leave before the

hostages could be released.

- NSPG: decided to let diplomatic action play out for next
several days. Recognized that real player is Assqd and that
plan had to be developed accordingly.

- In contact with Algerians,

Tuesday, 25 June; Day 12

- Gemayel message to Shultz: I'm doing what I can.,.. area is
not under GOL control.

- The President chaired an NSPG at 1330 on June 25, which
reviewed the Plan of Action to place increasing pressure on

Syria to extricate the hostages and to press forward with a
campalgn against terrorism.

- CPPG held to refine details of the Plan.
- In contact with Syrians. ,

Wednesday, 26 June; Day 13

- NSPG at 1000, which deferred 1initial steps in the Plan
pending diplomatic developments. News blackout is declared.

- Another hostage, Jimmy Palmer, was released because of a
worsening heart condition.

- Barri reiterated his demand that U.S. warships pull away
from the Lebanese coast, and he added a new demand that
~neither the U.S. nor Israel retaliate once the crisis is

rTesolved.
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In contact with Syrians, Paris.

Thursday, 27 June; Day 14

Israell Ambassador to Armacost: there 1s debate as to
status of prisoners under Geneva Convention... asks U.S. not
to bring up issue again.

CPPG toldevelop a contingency plan in the event of a partial
release of hostages.

In contact with Syrians, Algerians, Tel Aviv.

Friday, 28 June; Day 15

CPPG. * Recommended implementation of..Phase 1 actions to
pressure Assad, 1f no release by this afternoon.

NSPG. Reviewed diplomatic situation, confirmed plans for
extraction of hostages once they are in Syria. Campalgn
against terrorism to continue at a pace to be determined.

In contact with Syrians, Algerians, Geneva, Paris, Tel Aviv,

Saturday, 29 June; Day 16

Hostages released, according to Press, and en route to
Syria, although there are conflicting reports on ‘their exact
status and location.

PM Peres, on Jerusalem radio, declares freeing hostages
"removes a major obstacle to freeing Lebanese.- Shiite
prisoners”... denies Israel took part in any deal.

Latest reporting from CNN shows hostages still in Beirut and
in custody of Amal/Hizballah... Barri apparently seeking
more definite guarantee re .Atlit detainees and assurance
that U.S. will not retaliate.
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