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THE WHITE HOOSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 
(W&shingt.on, D .c.) 

J/Ylt 

For Immediate Release March 30, 1981 

(7:30 P.M. EST) 

BRI!::F!PG FOR T~E PRESS 
£Y L~·i !·J.OF~IGER, 

DR• () 1 L'.r:·;J;;,~'[ I 
AND BH~ILA I'A'l''.i'ON 

Rt'.';~s !!a!.l, 
George Wa~hi~.gt.on Uni varsity Hospital, 

W;:i:-fr..i.ng ton, D • C • 

M~. ~0F'ZT.G!:R: r.ar.1j.es c;-nd gelltle!r:.en, can I have your 
attention. Everybco.7 happy? 'J.'!'lo ?:c-?.s:i oont i~: out of sargery 
and is in gno<l condit:tc.a and ! h~vi-?. b:.:-·=-~'.Jgh t wi ~.:~ Ir.';:) he!."'3 this 
evenl.• ng D- ,,,,,..,...T -:i ..... C , ' ,,-~ .... -- c ,i. - , i~· .:.-.. ~ ... ,, .... ,.. -,; .. ,- ('. ·, ! nir-•-· l Af:fai' rs 

J .. ., .\.11-::: . . .: .. • .... . ,. .•' J...i ., .. . -.,_ .r .. y· I w •.J...; .• .:., '-'-!,' -·• ! J ".. r: .. : . .1 ·•- '-..) __ _ .1..J.." ._ c;-.. _ 

at George Wa~~hingt.(,!'1 Un~ ·.,;·,~rslty .Hv}1~it.al. H~vc;1 :i: go·c t:i1at? 

DR. c,•r,ga~;:: ~te~1, f?! .r. 

ri::n. !JO.'t'ZIG~R: Dr. O'J:.:,;:ary will brinf ycu on the 
President's opr-::'7.Z~t~:.nn o.:id en bi~ c '_m3..:.tion as well as that of the 
Secret Servica aqent. 

Fo1lo\dng that, f-haiJ.:t Pa~ton, who is Mrs. Reagan's 
press secretary·, will h ,~ve a wor.:t to s?.7 about Mrs. ne.zgo.n. So 
now let me in tx:·oduce to ymi Dr. De:nnis o 'Leary. Doctor? 

DR. O'LEARY: Thank you. Should I use the podium? 

Mr. Nofzig0:r: t :r:,.s told you the P:resid'?nt is in the 
recovery room. He .if:: .tn ~t::;:bJ.e condition ann he is awake. He 

was at no tir:'ie in ;;;.n~f ~~~xicus da:rJ9~:c. He was alert and awake with 
stable ,~ltal signs up u.nt:!.l the tiine he underwent anestheGia. He 
was in the operating room f (~r approximately two hours. Part of that 
time was spent ascertain:!.ng b'1a~ h~) c!id not have any blood in his 
abdominal cavity. Ir,deed, he ~'!.f. n,:it. It was a single bullet 
wound that entered slightly undc~i:t·n::-1:-;1.th the left armpit. It traversed 
about three inches of the ch~st wall a.nd then ric¢cheted off the 
seventh rib into the left lower lo:ba of the lung and moved about 
three inches into the lung substance itself. 

The operative incision was about six inches in width, 
a relatively simple procedure. The bullet was removed and then the 
incision was closed. As I say, he is stable and in good condition. 

Q What is the prognosis for his recovery? 

DR. O'LEARY: The prognosis is excellent. 

Q You are saying that he will no doubt recover? 
How long a time, Doctor? 

DR. O'LEARY: That is always difficult to say. The 
President, however, is an excellent physical specimen and we do 
notantic~p~teany problems. It is always hard to be precise as to 
how long he'll be hospitalized, but he is clear of head and should 
be able to make decisions by tomorrow, certainly. 
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Q Did the bullet fragm~nt when it hit the lung? 

DR. o 'LEARY: '.Che bullet was distorted and we believe 
that it probably was dist-:,.;:ted by ~rJ.r-tu-? of impacting against the 
seventh rib as it redir(:!ct.ed :l. t;:; puth into the. 1 ung tissue. 

Q Any permaner.t dnrrage done to the heart? 

DR. O'LEARY: • w~ do r.,:.t believe there is any permanent 
injury. The h0art area wa~ ::-.~r9lo::·c-d. •I'he heart was not involved 
at all. There werie r.o m~jo:r b.!.c.cdi:::g p0.::.nts in the lung and there 
was no in~rolv€::ii1cnt of the aorta, the major vessel running through 
the chest. 

Q E.1~ t.he lung been rci'r~flated? 

DR. 0° ::.R?'i.r:t: '!'ha J.u.r!.g h~.fl been rcinflated. He has a 
couple of chest. tubes in. 

Q W~at. a!:,out t-"l.e ss~:::et Servic,; egent? 

D~. O'T.-F.A~Y~ Oki?..y. r~r. r,!:-:--:.~,t·:-:t:hy h -3.d a single bullet 
wound also. n: ,,..n .::(n·c-=-.i tI; -;-. ;; -·: :'t:0.ri 01: r.:~-:;=~~:. c;·,~~r, t ~nd passed through 
the lung t:1.ssue c:~:.•.r.d..~g v ~;_;: t :.i-:'\l ~:y r..:;, (;uroa':T~ ~t all except for the 
passage tr~f'.!t. ~t. r·..;.~<': ~'-·=~ '{·>::.:0::·2·;.". -;,-.1,-;~- ,:u.~_/ hr;_,g:-·1 into th -2 dome of the 
liver ~nd pa~:;,:,.d t .~::;;•ov9·!1 Li·:~•·: 1;_v-2...- i;"-to the lcd::er.~.l side of the 
chest where it ~-J;6.g•x: ~\'?ai:-;st t?-1.G 2 ·:i t:::. nf tI:e e:t~vf:nth rib. Mr. 
McCarthy hz-.d -- c.5.d hav,:-1 !:-,I•.:-ti:.>d 5.n. J~i~; ~.bdcr.ti~zil cavity. The same 
test that. was r,r-:::f,~r.-.10i.i 0~1. tl="=' Pre~::.d~.nt w~s r::.1.so performed on him 
and it was posi t:J.w~. Th9 ab ·-~~.:;.;n:.:..t; :-:·l •.::!.av~.t:y .was c::1r.~~fully e:,~plored ' 
and the only cla::na<Je was the l;,J.11-~t t:hrou.~3h the liver itself and a 
drain was placed in this a :::-<:)a a1:id he j ~ doing extremely well, has 
been in the ir:.tensive car~ unit new for . about 45 minutes ·. 

Q James B:".'::di·? 

DR. O' LI:ARY: 
His condition is c~iti~al. 
at this time. 

01':ny. Mr . Brady is still in surgery . 
W<; don' t have any further information 

Q Dr. O'Leary, how long would you anticipate that 
the President woulcl remain hc.'spitalized? 

DR. O'LEARY~ Th~t is difficult to say. It might be 
as long as two weeks but that is just a guesstimate at this point 
in time. 

Q Will the President remain here? 

DR. O'LEARY: A couple questions. That's not for me 
to answer. The question was the amount of blood. The President 
required transfusion of approximately five units of blood before 
surgery but none during the course of surgery. Mr. McCarthy required 
no transfusions at all. 

Q Can you tell us about the D.C. p0liceman? 

DR. O'LEARY: The D.C. Policeman was taken to the 
Washington Hospital Center. We have no firsthand information on him. 

Q Can you tell us about the Brady surgery? 

MORE 



- 3 -

DR. O'LEARY : He was shot in the forehead. 

Q Which side? 

DR. O'LEARY: I'm nQt c~rtain, sir. The bullet did pass 
through his br&in and came o u~. t.h e other side. He obviously has 
significant brr1.in ir.jv.ry o::1d ;w i s i n critical condition but I'm 
sorry, we have no further · 5.nformati.o:a &t this time. 

Q Dr. o 'Lea.r y, who perfo rmed the operation on the 
President? 

nR. O'LP'lRY: ThP- operati on on the President was 
performed by Dr. B..-;>r~ ll. ;:;:=~n , h'l°lo is on our full time faculty here as a 
cardiovascular tht":i'.' ;;~c l c ~ •.-: J'.'S".:':O!l . 

Q Hew 1 .:::, you spGll t ha~'? 

DR. O' LE!'.P.Y: Th~ l:1.st a <":r.:O i s s pe lled capital A, 
small A, r-c-n. Fin; t n 2.:".'le, D(.>nj2.1!\in. 

Q Hls titl~? 

DR. C' 0 LEARY ~ I ~:i:!1 t ~y i.ng to t hink. I think he's an 
associate prof1c:ssor of s11 1.·s·-= !'.'Y. 

Q tJ;:,o SJ.Re? 

DR. o vr..F. A:RY: Ck::!y. '!!:i.e other surgecn was Dr. Joseph 
Giordano, G-i-o-r-d-a-r:-o, i'r: i i:) is h~c=- )1d of our trciUiua team and was 
in the emergency r.oom a!.m:,st sim:.ilt~r.eO'.:sly with the 
arrival of the President. 

Q Why did the operation take so long? 

DR. O'LEARY~ Th~ length of the operation really had a 
lot to do with the te~;t !-.ng to make su=e that there was no bleeding 
into the abc1ominal ca,,i ty .1 That took about 45 minutes. 

Q What was that test? 

DR. O'LEARY: It's callad a peritoneal lavage. 

Q How do you s p~ll that? 1 

DR. O'LEARY: P-e-r-i-t-o-n-e-a-1. Lavage, L-a-v-a-g-e. 

Q Why was that important? 

DR. O'LEARY: Okay. That test is iMportant -- is very 
simple, a small incision is made beneath the umbilicus and several 
liters of fluid are placed into the abdomen and then the fluid is 
brought back outside and looked at to determine whether there's any 
blood in it. That fluid can move anywhere throughout the whole 
abdominal cavity and if any organ has been darnag-d and there's any 
bleeding, one will find blood in the fluid that comes out. That 
test was negative and the President, as I said, positive in Mr. 
McCarthy. 

Q Doctor, in view of the President's age, is there 
any danger that the lung might collapse again? 

MORE 
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OR. O'LEARY: Very doubtful. The President is 
physiologically very h€lpful . ~h~ ~~liber of the bul1et is going 
to be very hard to tell in the Pre~ident because it was a really 
mangled bullet. 

Q Is there c>. pcs~:d!:>il5.ty of any other complications? 

DR. O' I,:SAffL : J.-t. ' ~ rc:J.1 ly doubtful. Again, I would 
emphasize that he is phy::dolc.•~ic ZiL.i.y ve:i-:y young and in good shape. 

Q Ca.n ym1 tell u.s wr.ere t.he bullet entered, at 
what angle, frn;-r. th~ front, from t i1.c rear? Can you get into that? 

DR. 0 ~LEll.nY; Wr>ll, nne ~·10t1.J.d asf:;ume th~t it probably 
seemed to co:".{i'~ frc\f'.l a l i tt.le bit top tlo\:m, entering approximately 
here (ge3tu't'ingj, t.~-Fl:.re:;:·s:l'd dC·'t\'11. 

Q Could you move ovP.r her.e? 

DR. O 'L?.b RY: Ye~. 'J'rav ~r.1-y~ dmm a~_:,p.:i:-c:idni~tely three 
inches, striki~'~i 1:h'?. -~:c~ c-c t.~tt( fl 1•? ,,~~ T'.t!l ::- Ib , J. ;:;, t•-: :"'~.lJ.y, and then 
going about three :Lr.c.:h~s i ~1t;o the t;_:?- sn.:: ~f ·ch 0 l~ir:g itself. 

Q It deflcct~,d c1o·,m~va:--d further from the seventh 
rib? 

DR. 0'LS.;\P.Y ~ No. It's like c0ming down, hitting the 
rib and then defl ecti.;:g ln to ta.:-t~~ a n .. ~w p~t.h. 

Q Where w~s it act11ally found? 

DR. O 'LE.?\P.Y~ It ~•as in t..l-ie parencyma of the -- in the 
tissue of the lung itself, contaited within the lung itself. 

Q Yon s;;::,.ld t,i,_at 1:hs President was conscious for 
much of the tir.1e. ·w.ta-t, if :F:ything, did i1e say? 

DR. O'L'2AitY: Woll, th~ surgeons said that his last 
remark before he underwent 2.nesth3sia was . he wanted to make sure 
that all of them were Republic.3ns. 

Q Were they? 

OR. 0 9 LEARYg They said that today everyone is a 
Republican. 

Q 
mortal injury? 

Doctor, how narrowly did the President escape 

OR. O'LEARY: That's a hard question to answer. As I 
stated, he was never in any serious danger. The bullet was really 
not very close to any vital structure. 

Q How far is not so close? How far from the heart? 

OR. O'LEARY; Probably several inches. 

Q Is that because it struck the rib? 

DR. O'LEARY: If it had not struck the rib it might not 
have even entered the lung cavity. It could have passed right through 
the chest wall if it had not struck the rib. 

MORE 
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Q Doctor, would you say that, clinically speaking, 
the President is fully able to d~t<cl1arge the duties of his office 
as of now? 

DR. O'LE.A.RY: I woulc't say pr~bably not now. One has 
to let the effects of the anc-s th~,c:;ia we 3 ~ off but I think all of us 
feel that by tomorrow t."lat :;;-..e "t<:0•..11.c1 be fully capable of doing that. 

Q If thc xe ~,.,~ r ~ a bc.?:~c decision he had to make 
tomorrow, a decision of stnb~, Wl.";uld he ba able to do it? 

DRo O'LEA.aY: ti-Je believe that he would be able to do it. 

Q Who's op~r a.ti.ng on Ji.m Brady? 

DRo O':!",Sl,RY~ c :,:"yo nl.· o l:.rth11r Kobrine, K-o--b-r-i-n-e. 
He is operating on :rir o Br~ciy . He i!:I a..--i associate professor of 
neurosurgery o 

Q Is it poseible to giv,~ us any prog!lesis on 
James Brady? 

or.. O e J,:'.:'.:ARY: It ~ s r t~ .::,. l~y net po~sible right now . As 
I said, he I r: in r.-·d t.:i. cal conc.i tlc:.m . ; -.r .. .:,.- t:4ing I would say would 
be highly r.pec·ll l ~.t l ve. 

Q Is Br.~dy b~ing k€p t alive artificially? 

HO?.E 
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DR. O'LEARY: 

Not at the present time although in the operating room, remember 
that you've got respirators and monitors and, you know, what 
have you. 

0. Is he on a respirn.tor now? 

DR. o' LEARY: Well, almost a.nyone undergoing 
brain surgery would be or.i a respirator. 

Q Dr. O'Lecry, asfde from the obvious gunshot 
wound, did the Presi<.3,~nt s:J.f:f~! r ar•y other injuries? Were there 
any abrasions, contusions surrounding the --

DR. o' LEAP..Y: r•.1e11, not a.s we' re able to ascertain. 
It's possible e 1.::tt we missed a small contusion here or there. 
But he was gone ov~r quite carefully. 

O. Wh? was the Preicent -- forth to this 
hospital and whe~-i did th'::: ho5pital receive word from the ambulance 
that he would be on tho way? 

DR. O' L:El~F.Y: I ca.n' t tell you for certain but 
I believe 't•~e wGre p::::-cbably the slos 3st hospital which would have 
been the pni<Je:,t thi;.1.g t-:::> ~0. I re-:-,.: ~- v2d informr.1tic:n at about 
twenty of thre;e t.hiit be ,,7&3 in the eJ""'le:i.:-qency roorri and I think 
he proba.bly got ther~ ,n:o'.md 2:30. 

0 ~ho got there first, Erady or the President? 

DR. O'LEARY: rJ,ay, I'B not sure who got there 
precisely first. They a].l c.=:ire ve::::-y fast. 

0 -- how about Brady? (Inaudible.) 

DR. O'LPl.\R':~ Pell, we maintain a stock of blood. 
Please reroerr,ber the t•,lashi~gtcn -- we: do: not run our O'Wn blood 
bank. The Red Cross has a regional center that is very near 
by and we have all the blood we need within minutes. 

O Did you have enough immediately or 

DR. O' LEARY: Yes. 

Q (Inaudible.) 

DR. O'LEARY: I can't answer that cruestion. r 
don't know. 

Q Doctor, do you knew if the -- President 
required -- (inaudible) -- of the lung? 

DR. O'LEARY: Okav, it appears as if the major 
reason for bleeding within the chest was as a conseouence of 
the hole made when the bullet actually ~ntered the lunq substance 
itself. -- the only bleeding signs that rea.lly could be determined 
and l although he bled down about five units of blood, it was 
never very brisk. It was kind of steady hleeding. It was 
very easy to transfuse him and keep up with his blood loss. 

Q What is five units of blood? How do you 

DR. O'LEARY: ~.:rell, each, let's see, how can I 
make that simple, it's about t\oro anc. a half quarts, total of 
two and a half quarts. 

Q -- lungs collapsed? 

DR. 0 'LEARY: Nhc't? 

lllORE 
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Question about collar,sed over here. 

0 Is his luncr Rtill collaDsed? 

DR. O'LEARY~ J\1o, he her; a chest tube. 'And all 
one has to do is, Uf!'..:u.lly t!1ror·q1 \ a chest tube, is to cret it 
in and get the air out of the ~T-ace l-,etween the lung anc the 
chest wall and the lung expands. 

IIe had a che~t tube placed in the chest in the 
emergency room within 1dnute~ ~fter he was in the e:riercrency 
room. 

o ~o, he's again breathing normall~? 

DP. O'LFADY: Yes. 

O Die Mrs. Reagan suffer any emotional medical 
trauroa --

DR. O' LE~_py: 'Mo, I think we O 11 let someone else 
deal with that nuestion. 

0 Have vou C"Ot anv -- ( in5_11di1'le) -- the 
President not beinq moved froM this ho~rdtnl for the next. 
few days? • • 

DR. o O I.EARY~ I pc•ulrl s-::i.v for the next fP-w days 
it would probably he reasonable ~ot t~ movs hirn, ~ut I would 
expect that he will co well ana thdt will he a judgment of 
someone else at that til'T'e. 

0 (Inaudible.) 

DR. ovLEnnY; me h~ve no reason for believira that 
siqnificant nost-operative pro~l~ms will develop. 

0 -- the President might have to undergo 
as a result of this operatjon? 

DR. 0 1 LI'.AP.Y ~ I ,,rould re~llv a.ouJ--t it. Fe ha.d 
a simple procedure. There was very little necessity to cut 
a lot of tissue and he -- we hr1ve everv ex?ectation that he'll 
have a normal post-operative course. 

0 (Inaudible.) 

DR. O'LEARY: I n.on't knou the answer to that 
question. 

(' -- the first fe,-1 rnoJT'.ents when he ce.me into 
your emergency room and he walked in, what was the first thing 
that was done? 

DR. O'LPA.HY: Okay, r was not rersonallv there. 
But roy uncerstandinq is that he aot out of the car an~ stooa 
up and walked in on his own. 11s I say, he was a.lert ana awake 
all the tiroe. • 

C (Inaudibl~:) 

DR. O'LEA.RY: No. 

0 (Inaudible.) 

DR. O'LEJ\TIY: Not to the best of. our knowledge. 

(' -- carryina the President at that tiM~? 

DR. O'LE.l\RY: Hell, I think, as soon as hf> appeared, 
he roay not have wanted to be on a stretcher, but that is our 
usual procedure for so:rn.eone who's had a gunshot wound. 

riT0PE 
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Q How far inside the chest did the bullet 
go 

DR. O'l,P.A.RY: l'J,out three inches. Okay, I'll 
give you maybe four inch€s. l•7e' 11 g'.ive you an inch·-for the 
thickness of the chest wall. 

o Dr4 O'Leary, can you explain why it was 
that there was no i:rnnv~diate ar.nouncenent -- (inaudible) --

DR. O'LEARY: I really can't answer that question. 
I wish I could. 

() -- knm,1 that he'd been injured? 

DR. O'LEARY: Yes, I think he knew that he had 
been shot. 

Q (!n2u~ible.) 

DR. O'LEi\?Y: No, I think:, agAin, I'm giving this 
to you secon~hand. I gather he seemsd a little bit light headed 
but he was cracking jokes and in very good spirits even ~t that 
tirr.e. 

Q -- ir,1'P",ediat.2ly in the e1Y\€'rge~cy room 
(inaudible ) any i:1.c~_;;;;J.ons, yc,u have to put --

DR. O'LB,:'\EY: tJo, usuall~1, the smalJest incision 
is made between -!:he :r:.· ..Lbs ancl. th~ ·c~be is placed :i.n and then 
attached to suction. 

n And that was the first emergency procedure? 

DR. O'LEAP.Y: Yes, I'd say that "1as the enierqenc~, 
procedure. 

O ~ould that b~ taking the blood off that was 
coMing f rorn the ~.10und in t!1e 1 ung? 

DR. C'LPAP.Y: Then~ is probahlv bm hnsic purnoses. 
One is if there has bean any deflation of the lung, the major 
purpose is to reexpand the lunq, :i:emove the air and the other 
is to provide drainage for any blood in the lung space. 

Q "°dll Mr. Brady suff~r a.ny permanent 
brain damas-e? 

DR. o' LBARY: I' <l have to say tha.t 
probably is likely but I really can't give you any more information 
since he is still in surgery. , 

Q Doctor, how long elapsed between when the 
President -- (inaud:i.ble) -- to the hospital, went into surqery, 
and can you account for that time? 

DR. O'LEARY: I would say fro~ the time he hit 
the hospital to the time he went into surgery probably was no 
more than about 40 minutes. There \o.rere a variety of things 
being done. He ha.a to have blood tests performed to find out 
how much blood he had lost. ~·!e had to check his blood gases 
to determine how much oxygen was getting into his circulation. 
I think the thin9 that probably took 
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so muon time before surgery 
was probably fen. the r.i.ost part the x:-rays. He had to have both a 
chest x-ray and an abdom:i.nal x-ray. 

Q Was th~H·e su1.·gery on the lung without actually 
removing the bullet? There was an earlier report that that might 
be the case. 

DR. o v LEARY: I sa.w thos~ :r.e:_?orts but at the time those 
reports were out the su~geans had net even entered the chest as yet. 

Q (Inaudible.) 

DR. o '! .. EARY: I think every effort would be made to 
remove the h11lJ.<?:t i.nd: if it ·!:ook a lot of aciditional extensive 
surgery that might h~v8 ca1.~s-c:d a ui:tie:::s::-it aecision. 

Q Can you gi\re u:1 a timetable? He arrived at 
2:30 and we were toJ.d the su::cgery b0gan abc,ut 4:00. 

DR. ovLE.?'.?-Y~ ?Jo, r :o. He ?Ot to t h -~ o~eratin.g room 
maybe 3:15, 3:2~. c::..:r:~v? It t.c:.:~.c;; -- h r-i h .~:r; t.o ,;e·t into the 
operating r.oom, c.:., t-.hc:-.? t.-:bli::i ~ g~t t~,1dc~ .s.n::: s t h cz; i.a , in order for 
surgery to ~~tart. S~· !:H) r.,1 0 :~::.: ~'i·J~z- 'i::cJ .:c~::.9·::-i 1 y ;:::etween 3: 30 and 
quarter of fou:t: mH.1 it lc:;s·te:;1 U!'"l t.5.l U:-J0ut. 5:30. 

Q How al:,rJut th.e SU!."':Ji.c2,l procf.~dure on Mr. Brady? 

DR. O'LZARY: Ve:::--y si:r.:,p ly, he :i.s h.:ivlng a craniotomy 
which simply meD.ns ;;.n explm ... ·~·,:. io:1 of the ir1si1e of the head. 
Craniotorr.y, C-r-e.-n-1-o-·t-o-.ll.-y. 

Q Doc'i:o:r. 1 do you find it extraordinary that a 
70-year o1.d man could be Ehot in th~ lung and then brought to the 
hospital and walk in under !:is own power? 

DRo O'LE.A'F.7.g I think it speaks well for the 
physiologic health of the PresiG:"".:n,t. We do have elderly people, 
much more elder~y than the Pr~sident is, who do undergo chest 
surgery but he certainly sailed through ito 

Q Do you find th3t medically extraordinary? 

DR. O'LEARY: Maybe not medically extraordinary but 
just short of that. Okay? 

Q Doctor, you said the bullet was mangled. Is 
there any possibility that the bullet fragments might remain inside 
the President's body? 

DR. ovLEARY: That is a finite possibility but the 
bullet did, although mangled, seem to be intact. You're never sure 
that you have ever tiny little fragment out. 

Q Has the President been told about Mr. Brady's 
condition? 

DR. O'LEARY: 
really, to assimilate that 
we would tell him at this 
the story is. 

~ don't thi~ttiat he is alert enough, 
information( · I don't know really what 

juncture, since we're not sure yet what 

MORE 
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Q Can you talk a little bit about what the body 
goes through, how much of a shock to th.a body it is to go through 
an operation like this? ( Ini'.:.,.dibl~ o) 

DR. o 'I,EAaY: Nell, yes, I'd say anytime anyone 
undergoes majoL° surgery, a tho!.·a-.:ct<;;ny is major surgery. It is not 
extraordinary surgery but it 0 s rn".ijo:c sttrgery. It's got to be a 
stress for any one of us. :i:t ia b :~ a r.;tre3S for me. But the 
critical element is the, p~::ys :~oJo,Ji r.::~J. t~~alth of the person and your 
ability to maint-:1in ·thci:: vi~al sisr1s o.nd their blood volume 
satisfactorily. 

Th..-~ P::~si.de::-tt Os vital signs were absolutely rock stable 
through t:.1is w!·.o~.0 t}i:tn1.J. 

Q {Ir\ -··~ ·;h)e) • Q'.,!v. Ja . ..., • O 

DP.. o '!..T::AFS ~ we~ 1.1, th;;. t is a rl:.::-cia ion really made by 
the ambulances bui: I thi'1l: th~t. Wt? do have sc-!?-✓€:r. :1 l tr~u.l".la centers in 
the District of Coli;•,~bia ;;md -1-.0 t::.,.J csx-r.,::::-.t that cn2. cer1 t er does not 
get many very G-e"'.".i. m;. .-;; -;y 5-z;jT~:-!d }::s, . .i.c.>::t.3, all cf 01;.r ab,\lity to 
care for the: i-"' ;").l:l1;.:.~1t::; is i t,cr:o~-,!;e.J. 

Cb"'Jit'U~}y , :h1 tt:.e h~.tt of ::1. sit11.ation people do the 
best t \.. r.--,r c~"" r ·e "'C'll ··ra-:T: "ar•1' •-c!·.,,- .,,- ,,, , .t,;_,,_ <l""·· ... 1· s~ r,n ·••::-•s m-de 1· t 

1 1\,;,"'; · "' a ... 1 o ~ .z •· . .., . . ,_, _ .'\. v ,,. _ ~ . '-' __ .,,. __ ... L '- ._ . • '"'" . • YJ - • a 

is sometimes ha:-d to f:Vid u :::t \';~w :;.:-,.~ ,:t J.l:J made that decision. 

Q (Inaud.Lble) -- wi'~o m<ide the incision and how large 
was it? 

DR. O'L:ZA~Y ~ The in,~.i~ion .is about six months -­
excuse me -- s:l.x inche.s l.ong o..!'ld it extends basically from about 
here (gesturing) into the ~csterior part underneath the armpit. 

Q Could }'OU show that. again? 

DR. O'LEi\:~Y~ (lka:r. (Gesturing). About from here to 
here. Can you see i'i:? Here to her-e. Just underneath the nipple. 

Q Just underneath the nipple? 

Q ( Inaudj_ble.) -- about the pain? 

DR. O'LEARY: Ag.3i.n, hard to tell. He's a healthy guy 
and I'm sure this is a painful surgery but he withstood it very, 
very well. 

Q Is this a fairly common procedure that 
hospitals in urban areas have to do frequently, gunshot wound to 
the chest? 

DR. O'LEARY: Yes. No question. 

Q Will he have pain for days or weeks or months? 

DR. O'LEARY: His surgeons believe that he will 
probably be in moderate pain. That will probably not be for more 
than a day or two. 

Q Well, you have to cut through muscle, don't you? 

DR. O'LEARY: Yes, you have to cut through chest wall 
muscle. 

MORE 



r 
- 11 -

Q That's a pretty rugged place to cut, isn't it? 

DR. O'LEARY: About an average muscle. 

Q You've told us what the surgeons did to the 
President. What are they doing or trying to do for James Brady? 
Exactly what happened there? 

DR. O'LEARY: I can't , again - - anything I'm telling 
you is rather sp~c11lative. Nczmal _J.y they would have to remove 
the tissue that seemed irrep-3.Yc::.bly damaged o Any time you' re 
operating inside the head, for very obvious reasons, you try and 
salvage as much tissue a.a you think has a remote chance of 
recovering. This is not a g~od injury. It causes a lot of damage. 

Q Is there a finite p~ssibility that with the 
damage sustained by the rresi1ent, would there ever be in the near 
future a need to go back and reopen? 

DR. O'LEARY: I said that was elrtrcmely remote. 

Q Doctor, would you say that Mr. Bradyis fighting 
for his life? 

DR . 0 °LEARY: I think a1:.y t ime a patient is in critical 
condition, in a sense he's fighting for his life. 

Q Did the President get any first aid in the car 
on the way over? 

DR. 0°LEARY: I really can't answer that question. I 
don't know. 

Q Doctor, what type of medication is the 
President on or will he be on while he's in the hospital? Is he 
on any IVs or anything else? 

DR. O'LEARY : He's on intravenous solution right now. 
As I said, he required no blood intraoper~tively and, as with any 
patient, the medications, really, depend upon what the patient 0 s 
needs are. I would expect the President is probably not going to 
need very many medications except perhaps some modest painkillers 
for a day or so. 

Q {Inaudible.) 

DR. O'LEARY: It depends. In a totally normal routine 
I would guess probably a couple of months after his hospitalization 
so maybe 2-1/2 to three months might be a good g~ess, but it is a 
guess. 

Q Would you recommend that he leave Washington 
for, say, his ranch? 

DR. O'LEARY: Well, that 1 s really up to him and his 
staff. I'm sure that he will be adequately protected. 

Q t"1hat was Mro Brady's brain waves? Were they flat? 
What can you tell us? 

DR. O'LEARY: I don't know the answer to that question. 

Q As a doctor would you advise him to take off 

MORE 
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further time beyond the time that he's hospitalized? 

DR. O'LEARYg Well, taking off time depends on what 
you're talking about. 

Q I 0 m sayi~g away from the pressures of the 
Presidency. 

DR. O'LEARYg 'I'hnt 0 s n.?2] ly not my judgment to make 
for himo I think thc:.t I t··ould \~:.:--;e h::.1:1 to limit his physical 
activity within reascn. There io no rea~on to believe that he has 
any impairm~at cf h:i.~ nbility to m;:,ke decisions or what have you. 
Making c'k~ci ~dons is stressf~11 b 1Jsiness but I thi.ak he's going to be 
fully up to it. 

Q Dr:,~ -c'..)::', c ... 1. r J.:te ::i:- thi::xe wcs a re.por.t that the 
bullet miss~d the h2.::..?:"t by &...:-1 J.~••::h. Yau c:0id it r,,i5sed by several 
inches. Seve;'.'z.l in::h.;-:·s i::-; a :cc:'! J.-:>. t--:byc].y l~rge .arnouat of distance 
within the ches ·i:. H-:l..s tr..c heart r.:u.ch cJ~os2r th ::·m eiaJ.:? Do you have 
an actual measu:r--~T.e~.t ~~r,.·;:.ht)!:" ·:.;.t1 :1~ r:".1 ~~:tir:,;:,_t-:e ot hew close it came? 

DP..o 0° 1,.f_1~..,~!{~/~ I ff1.•:-a~ ~t: ~~1::: ,::~.f -~.c3~t(y 1:Cere in -the 
operating room. :::: ':.:~::•; ;.1:< I kr1c~·1 i ./,.2;:-. ... t i•1P.GC :rcpr.,r.ta c lime because, 
remember, whPn w::- 0 2~~ h1 an c·;'.';-c; r::-::-.ir,. c; :r.o.:•:n t!'w cnly xra.y that we can 
really get that O ~ goi.~g t ,_:, b 0 :~ v.:_ :i ;_i:t i~ c ;.1.~ thc.t. is t.ak.2n from 
front t.o bac;~ o O:V :,..,?? A".1t.:l 1r1!:E>!.;. y-~·u b~~lc.1 that un :i. t loo1~ed as if 
the bullet was cJ.c..z~ to -:.:he he?1 :i:-c. .C,.;.t y-:::~~ &re mir.sing that third 
dimension ar.1 tr;,=-~~.:: t;-;:i. ~J o.ir:i0ns:i..r.;1 :d: t.t~rncd out t hat the bullet was 
sigr,ificantly re::::-:iv-:,,1 f~:-crn t :1e h.mJ.:ct by several inches, as I said. 
It was not cloca. 

Q Could ycu tell us at what stage Mr. Brady is in 
surgery now and. abo'-4t who:n he will te completed? 

DR. O'LRARY: Well, having seen some of these patients, 
it may go on for hcurs. 

Q (Ina~dible.) 

DRo 0°LEARY: I honestly don°t know that. I suspect so 
but I don't knowo 

Q There we:-:e reports that the President wasn't 
aware of what happe~ed to him. Whc~1 he first. was shot, that he 
didn't know what happenedo 

DR. O'LEARY: Sometimes there's some shock as a 
consequence of being hit. You hear people described afterwards, 
"My goodness, I've been shot." So it's hard to know at what point 
that realization hit him. I would think by the time he hit our 
emergency room that he knew that he had been shot. 

Q Were you notified that the President was coming? 

DR. O'LEARY: Yes. Yes. 

Q Who took the call? 

DR. O'LEARY~ Okay. I don't know where the call came 
in from but we were notified in advance and he was here almost 
immediately after that and was literally met by the trauma team at 
the door. 

MORE 
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Q The:r:e were reports that the bullet was a low 
caliber bullet. Can yeti. ;;;;>aculate as to what would have happened 
with a higher calibar bull~~? 

DR. O'LEARY: I really can't speculate on that. I'm 
not a ballistics expert. 

Q (!nz.udfbla.) 

pR. O'LEARY g Y~s, he was. 

Q 1\rc you ::;0e}dng outside medical care? 

DR. o~r,BA~.Yg t!ot at thif; time. 

Q Were t:.·:1:~ :::.c no complica ::ions in surgery of any 
kind? 

D'Ro O;LF.l~.Rl~ No. H~ ha1J ~- s.:m?J.e, penetrating bullet 
wound into his lt~ft h.1~g nnu tha.::. W;;'.~ b::i.zicully it. 

MOi1.B 
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·actually performing surgery, probabl~ . f~ur or five, between 
Mr. McCarthy and the President, ne.uro-eurgical teams working 
separately. 

MR. NOr~zrGER~ Is t:h1t . it ladies and gentlemen? 

Q Thank you. 
·,, 

Q Th ?.'lk yon, Doctor . .. 

Q Ccn.!.d you spell the Doctor's name, please? 

MR. NOFZIGER: O'Leary. o-'-L-e-a-r-y. Dennis with 
two Ns and ono s. 

Q Mid.:l.le initial? 

r-m. UO~' :Z TGi:R: G~t a mitl<lle initial? 

DR. 0° LEAi:tY: s. 

MR. NOFZIGER: Sa:; in Sam. 

Q SF·:::c :i. a~_t:y? 

DR. O' L:CAF..Y: Ir..t~rn::i.l m~dicine and hernotology. 

MR. N0FZir:::: '\. ~ T,t>+: m~ tr,-:~nk you -- tJrn.nk Dr. O'Leary 
first of all, a.:1c1 th{:'n i:21:c ::;_pc:.,.,. ·th2 HI::i. te HG"JS~ t.h-:: blame for 
you not getting d~~3ile~ infc~~~~i2n 0arli.or. We had specifically 
asked the tea.m at. the : 10.:1:p-L ~.al to :LP~'~ the Wll:_ te House h.3ndle 
this and to ,:tc,j_ t 1.11~t U . the sn:,:-qcr.y i.m.s C'Vf.''t' before there was any 
briefing. So ii any of ye~ h~7~ a~y ccroplaint~ about l~ck of 

informat:i..on r rlc-n ' t blame tlw!".'!, Llc:-r;i-:-? ma -·- t,hich you've done 
in· the past anyway. 

Q If the operation was completed at 5:30, was 
there any reason why yo~ w&it~d so lor.g to brief? 

MR. NO?ZIGE'R ; No, In don 1 t think the operation was 
completed at .. 5 ~ 30. I t h:Lr.h t:1at by the ti~e thnt it h,:td been 
clor;ed up -- he ~?ld b0c:1 c].cc.~~d up and w~s out of there, it 
was considerably later th~n that. I think it was near 6:30, 
Sam. 

Q Can the Doc~cr verify that? 

DR. O'LEARY : T>3 h.1.sic surgery was finished at 
5:30. He was then cloGed, whic~ is basically routine for a 
procedure of thls type, anc1 I believe that they finished closing 
very carefully at about 6:20. 

Q (Inaudible.) 

UR. NOFZIGER ~ Yes, he waa 

Q Would you say that while the President was 
incapacited here during the operation that the Vice President 
was in charge? There was a report from the White House, I believe 
that General Haig said that he was in charge? (Laughter.) 

MR. NOFZIGER: I don't think I want to comment 
on that. The President will be fully capable of making decisions 
tomorrow, according to the doctors. In the meantime, the business 
of government is going on normally and we expect it to ccntinue to. 
And Vice President Bush is here and the rest of the government 
is functioning normally, and we expect that it will continue to 
do so. 

Q When you say Bush is here -- where? 

MR. NOFZIGER: He should be at the lJhi te House. 

Q Lyn, none more question. Since you're taking 
the blame, can you explain why --

MR. NOFZIGER: I would blame you, but --

Q (Inaudible.) 
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MR. NOFZIGEn: I'm sorry. Because th~ initial 
reports to us were that he hc'.d r.nt been l)it and by the time 
I got to the hospi t al, we knew that he had been. nut you're 
going to ask me why -- so many bad rcmors run around these 
things. Some of them cone fr0m us. Some of them come from 
you all. 

Q Who arrived first -- the President or Brady? 

MR. NOFZIGER: I cannot tell you that. I just 
don't know. 

Q The initial report came from whom? 

MR. !\OE' ZIGE:a ~ Probably the wire services. That 
was the first I heard . 

Q Have you heard anything about the motive of 
this thing? 

MR. NOFZ IGER : No, I have not. You'll have to talk 
to the Secr~t S•~r vic e and t.o t i1e poJ.j ee .:'.bout that. That's 
outside of my area r ight now. 

Q • • Will you establish now a schedule for regular 
mec:!ical bull€U.ns? 

r·EL NC'F ZIGFP. : My p1.~n is to meet with the doctors hei:-e 
shortly afte ;:- 7~oa tc.T.orrow rncrnin<J . w~ wil l then have a briefing 
in the White Ho1Jse Pr e:s 3 Rcom .~s s::nn ther e 3ft e r as possible. We 
will notify yo11 . Hy ~1-1spi.-:.;i011 i ~ :1 t w.:i, 11 probably be maybe 
as early as 8 ~3 0 and we i will b~ing Dr. 0°Leary or one of 
the doctors with us at th.J.'i-. ti.~.~ -

Q (Inaudiole.) 

MR. NOFZIGER : Yes, this was to keep you out of the 
rain. 

Q Have you considered invoking the 25th 
Amendment that the Presid~nt be disabled and rejected? 

UR. NOFZIGER; Ho. We have not considered it. We 
have not considered invo~ing it , no. 

Q Did the Secret Service agent save the President's 
life by stepping in frort? 

MR. NOFZIGER : I do not knOo/• I was not there. 

Q What is Bush's status nvw? Technically --

HR. NOFZIGER: He is the Vice President. (Laughter.) 

Q He is the acting President now, is he not? 

MR. NOFZIGER : Nov he is not. 

Q Will he spend the night at the White House? 

MR. NOFZIGER : I don't know. You'd have to ask him. 

Q Did the Presidential limousine go to any other 
place or did it make a direct route from the scene of the shooting 
to the hospital? 

HR. NOFZIGER~ To the best of my knowledge, it came 
directly to the hospital. 

Q Can you put to rest all fears, all rumors, 
that mare than one gunman was involved in this? 

MR. NOFZI(;ER: To the best of my knowledge, there 
was only one .... • 
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gunman. That's all we've heard of and the people who were on 
the scene don't indicate thera was anything more. 

Q Is there evidence of a conspiracy behind 
the scenes? 

MR. NOFZIGER: I'm not going to get into that, for 
go:~dness' sake. We've been -- Y ~u know, we v 11 wait and let the 
Secret Service and the poli~e do their investigation and then 
we'll look at it the~~. Du~ I d~n•t think that that's even for 
me to speculate on -- no m·::-.1:::~.r how farfetched it may be. 

Q (Inaudible.) 

MR. NO:P?:J.:GER: I think that the President can speak 
for himself on th?.t '41:hE:n tha t.:'"'ma comes. 

Q ~11o h~.s physicc.l possession of the bullet 
at this moment? 

r-1R. NOFZIGER: To my knowledge, the Secret Service 
does. 

N~w, if yon .:1.J. v~o•-~1.cl hold it for just a morne:1t, 
I would like tc-, re-int-" ·,.;,d,;.cc SL.eila '? :1t~::.J:-1 t:o you who is 'the 
First Lady's Pz:-e:;s Secr-~tary, an.a sl:t) can tell you about Mrs. 
Reagan. 

1'10~"'.E 
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MS. PATTON: Mrs. Reagan was calm 
and composed .tnrou9ho'.1t t.h:i.s c·~'."deal. She is grateful for 
the outpouring of supp,Jrt and pr~yers from all over the world. 
She's also grateful for the f.:i."::e !"led:i cal attention that her 
husband is recei vi:ng. And, laD i:ly, !,he's praying for Jim 
Brady, for agent McCarthy, and Officer Delahante anrl she hopes 
everyone else is too. 

Q (!~audible.) 
. : 

MS. Pi\TT0M: Mrs. Rea?an heard there was a shooting 
from her Sec:;:oet Se3:-v:i.ce ag0nt. t'>!e had just returned to the 
i,Tbit~ HousE'. f:rc•il'1 a luncheor.. Sh(:? irnmcdiatelv left for the 
hospi.taJ. ,·:r·J len:cned that the President had heen shot here at 
the h0.::;pi tul. 

0. Sh8 cHdn' t know --

MS. P.A'!~i'ON: 8~1e learnea it after s!'ie arrbred here. 

Q -- s~e'll be st~ying here all night? 

MS. ?AT'i'OI-1: Th~'c has n,Yi: been de te.t'rtdn2d yet. 

O r~cw ro:~;-iy mir.~tes elapsed when the President 
arrived ( in~-.;d:~blc) --

r,s . PA';.r'.'DN: To tlle hest of my rec1:.>llection, we 
left about 23 of th~ee. 

() -- thr.t t whe:re. Fr6m 'the 

~$. PAT'I-ON: From 1:b.e Fh.ite Hcuse in five minutes. 

o D:~ a M:rs. R2aqan have anv contact with Mrs. 
Brady at all during the -- • -

r1s. PA'::.''l.'ON: Yes, she has seen both Mrs. Bra.dy 
aP-d Mrs. McCarthy. 

Q Can you tell us anything about --

MS. PATTON: No, it was a private meeting. 

0 "1Jhere 

MS. PATTON: In an office near the emergency room. 

0. -- visit the chaplain? 

MS. PATTON: Yes, she did. She visited the chaplain. 

Q ·hen was that? 

MS. PATTON: Shortly thereafter. 

Q Shortly after she arrived? 

m~. PATTON: After the President went up for 
surgery. 

C What did she say to him? 

MS. PATTON: I do not know. 

THE PRESS: Thank you. 

MR. NOFZI~ER: Let me make a couple of quick 
announce~ents. Vice President Bush is spending the night at 
the Vice President's Residence. So, .that clears that u~.-f!' 
secondly I've been asked do I want to move the A.M. br1e .. 1ng 
to Room 450 in the EOB because it's larger and so let's move 
it to Room 450 in EOB because it's larger. We will see you 
there in the morning. Thank you. 
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Q Is that going to be it for tonight? Should 
we anticipate any announcements regarding Jim Brady? 

MR. NOFZIGER: M:t feelinq is that depending on 
the situation, I wouJ.J not ruJe it out. Dut: that will come out 
of the White House briefing room. r think we can wind up this 
place here after this briefinq. I think that will he more 
convenient for all of us. • 

O E~.ve our al liP.s abroad been contacted about 
the President's stable coHd.:i. t).011 '1 

f.lR. NOFZIGFR: 
have been contacted. Bu·c ~ 
had bE.en. 

I cannot tell you if our allies 
I wonld be willing to bet that they 

0 (Inaudible.) 

know. 
MR. NOFZIGER: I cannot answer that. I do not 

... 
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