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TASK FORCE PRESS GUIDANCE ' ’ June 25, 1985 5:30 a.m.
SITREP

Since yesterday Nabih Berri has put forth a new demand, that
U.S5. naval ships pull back from the waters off the Lebanese
Coast.

Meanwhile, CBS and other U.S. networks have obtained and aired
a videotape interview with eight of the hostages - none of whom
were from the group initially taken off the hijacked plane.

There are conflicting reports about who has actual physical
control of the hostages, but we consider Nabih Berri, Minister
of Justice and leader of the Lebanese Shiite community to be
responsible for the safety and release of the TWA hostages.

U.S. POLICY

-~ We will not make concessions to terrorists and we will not
ask others to do so. Conceding to terrorists is tantamount
to giving in to blackmailers.

-- We will not change our policies in response to terrorists
threats or demands. To do so only encourages more terrorism
which further endangers innocent persons.

HIJACKER DEMANDS

-- hijackers demand release of Lebanese-Shiites detained in
Israel, before the TWA hostages are released. We firmly reject
this linkage. TWA hostages should be released forthwith without
conditions. ‘

We believe the Israeli transfer of Shiite prisoners
from Lebanon to Atlit was inconsistent with the Fourth Geneva
Convention.

Israel's policy on returning prisoners to Lebanon is a
matter of record. Release of 31 prisoners June 24 is in line
with that policy. We did not ask the Government of Israel to
release them. We have no comment on this action.

DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS

—-- We are in close contact with Nabih Berri and other Lebanese
leaders.

-~ We are in close touch with governments in the Arab world,
Europe, and ourselves. Many governments and international)
organizations have already issued statements condemning the
hijacking and hostage-taking.

U.S MILITARY OPERATIONS

-- All U.S. Navy vessels operating in the Eastern
Mediterranean are in international waters.
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TASK PORCE PRESS GUIDANCE June 25, 1985 5:30 a.m,

SITREP

Thare were np-szgnificant developments overnight, The plane remains
on the ground at Beirut International Airport. We believe the three

crewmen are on bhoard and that tne other 37 TWA hostages are in South
Beirut, . :

There are contlicting reports about who has actual physical control
of the hostages. we consider Nabih Berri, Minister of Justice and

leader of the Lebvanese Shiite community, to be responsible tor the
satety and release of the TWA hostages,

U.S.POLICY

- We will not make concessic to terrorists and we will not

ask others to do so, Conc._ing to terrorists is tantamount
to giving 1n to blackmailers.

We #1ll not change our policies in response to terrorist
-thfeats o1 demands. °"To do 80 only encourages more
terrorism which further endangers innocent persons.

HIJACKER DEMANDS :

Hi)ackers demand release of Lebanese Shiites detained in
lsrael - before the TWA hostages are released. Wwe tirmly

re)ect this linkage, TWA hostages should be released
forthwitn, without conditions.,

° we pelieve the Israeli transfer of Shiite prisoners

from Lebanon to Atlit was inconsistent with the Pourth
Geneva Convention.

o Israel's policy on returning prisoners to Lebanon is a
matter of record. Release of 31 prisoners June 24 is

in line with that policy. «e have no comment on this
action by Government of Israel,

o NeNULd>not ask Governinent of Israel to release the 31!EF

DIPLOMATIC EPFORTS®

-- We are 1n close contact with Nablih Be;rl and other Lebanesge
leaders. :
- Government of Algeria has peen active since beginning of

hijacking. MWe are in close touch with Government ot
Syria. Austrian, Swiss and Swedish Governments and
International Committee of the Red Cross have all offered
to asylst 1n resolving situation.
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Many governments in the Acab worid, in Burope, the Par
East, Atrica and South America as well as the United
Nations and Organization of the Islanmic Conference have
issued or intend to issue statements condemning the

hijackiny and hostage-taking., Others have made their views
known to us privately.

U.S.MILITARY OPERATIONS

All U.S.Navy vessels operating in the Eastern Mediterranean
are in international waters. ’

U.S. i8 not using TWA hijacking as a pretext for a military
build-up 1n the Middle East.

HOSTAGE PAMILIES

State Department officials telephone families of hostages
twice a day, giving them news and information.
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June 25, 1985

HIJACKING SITUATION

The President, in the meeting with his advisers yesterday,
set in motion the development of a series of measures that could
increase the pressures on those holding our citizens and those
who support the terrorists. Those measures have been developed,
and will be reviewed by the President today, with the expectation
that some decisions will be made. We do reserve to ourselves
decisions on matters to bring hreater pressure to bear on the
situation.

Does this mean possibly cutting off goods and services to Beirut
and the use of the airport?

Yes. Ong c@hkk. &Muhuw Wm¢w1 . Pm@m«ifu%vhxxgﬂAIIvex

’Lc/'l":.a\-»d aANe YRe S A4A aren

CL— I

Peres letter to the President? Moi‘v¢a»u¢4~4ﬂ ko o

We don't as a rule comment on diplomatic exchanges, but we
are in close touch with the Israeli government.

Israeli's planning to release more prisoners on a regular basis?

Don't know. Their decision.

Assad role?

We are in close contact with the Government of Syria. Assad
has expressed a wish to be helpful and is in a position to be
helpful, but we have seen no apparent moves on the part of the
Syrians -- no tangible evidence -- that they are actually being
helpful,

Reaction to latest hostage tapes?

A reprehensible attempt to play on the anguish of those
families whose loved ones were not shown. The television
portrayal provides no basis for satisfaction about the condition
of the people who were shown. They were obviously under stress.
We consider this an attempt to evade the issue, which is the
fundamental barbarism of holding innocent people against their
will.

Hostages moved to Bekaa Valley?

We believe the three crewmen are on board the plane at
Beirut International Airport and that the other 37 are in South
Beirut.



MIMIFANDUM FOR CORRESPONDENTS

The Department of Defense has identified the victim of the

tecrocist°hijacking of TWA Flight.847. The dead man has been
identified as Steelworker Second-Class (Diver) Kobert Dean
Stethem, USN, of wWaldorf, Maryland. The body has been positively
identified, using information from service and medical records,
by officials at the United States Air PForce Bas€¢, Torrejon,
Spain. SW2 Stethem was attached to Navy Underwater Construction
Team One in Norfolk, Virginia. Next-of-kin have been notified.

No further information is avajilable at present.
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