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TASK FORCE PHESS GUIDANCE June 25, 1985 5;30 a.m. 

SITREP 

Since yesterday Nabih Berri has put forth a new demand, that 
U.S. naval ships pull back from the waters off the Lebanese 
coast. 

Meanwhile, CBS and other U.S. networks have obtained and aired 
a videotape interview with eight of the hostages - none of whom 
were from the group initially taken off the hijacked plane. 

There are conflicting reports about who has actual physical 
control of the hostages, but we consider Nabih Berri, Minister 
of Justice and leader of the Lebanese Shiite community to be 
responsible for the safety and release of the TWA hostages. 

U.S. POLICY 

-We will not make concessions to terrorists and we will not 
ask others to do so. Conceding to terrorists is tantamount 
to giving in to blackmailers. 

We will not change our policies in response to terrorists 
threats or demands. To do so only encourages more terrorism 
which further endangers innocent persons. 

HIJACKER DEMANDS 

-- hijackers demand release of Lebanes~~shiites detained in 
Israel, before the TWA hostages are released. We firmly reject 
this linkage. TWA hostages should be released forthwith without 
conditions. 

We believe the Israeli transfer of Shiite prisoners 
from Lebanon to Atlit was inconsistent with the Fourth Geneva 
Convention. 

Israel's 
matter of record. 
with that policy. 
release them. We 

policy on returning prisoners to Lebanon is a 
Release of 31 prisoners June 24 is in line 
We did not ask the Government of Israel to 

have no comment on this action. 

DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS 

-- we are in close contact with Nabih Berri and other Lebanese 
leaders. @; . 

-- We are in close touch with governments in the Arab world, 
Europ~, ~nd ourselves. Ma~y governments and intern~tional) 
organ1zat1ons have already issued statements condemning the · 
hijacking and hostage-taking. 

U.S MILITARY OPERATIONS 

-- All U.S. Navy vessels operating in the Eastern 
M~diterranean are in international waters. 
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TASl POltCE PRESS GUIDANCE June 25, 1985 5:30 a.m. 

Sll'~EP 

Th~ r• were np a1ynificant developments ov~rnight. The plane remains 
on the ground at 8~1rut International Airport. We believe the three 
c;rewalen ar~ on hoard anci that the other 37 TWA hostages are in South 
lie1r ut. 

There are co~tlicting reports about who haa actual physical control 
of the hostages. we consider Nabih ~~rri, Minister of Justice and 
leader of tn~ L~oanese ~hilt~ community, to be r~sponsible tor the 
safety and rel@de~ of the TWA hostag~s. 

U.S.POLfCY 

we will not make conceeeio~~ to terroriats and w~ will not 
aak oth~r~ tu do eo. conceciing to terrorists is tantamount 
to giving in to blackmailers. 

w~ will not cnang~ our policies in reaponae to t~rrorist 
- threats ot demands. ·To do so only enco~ra9ea more 
terror1~m ~h1ch further enoangvra innocent persons. 

HlJACKER DEM.ANDS 

~i]ack~r~ de■and release ot Lebane•e Shiite8 decaine~~n 
l•taelr before the TWA hostages~~• released. We tixmly 
te)ec~ this linkeg~. TWA hoatages should be released 
forthw1tn, without conditions .. 

o w~ oel1ev~ the Iara~li tranafer of ~hiite prisoners 
from Lebanon to Atlit wa~ inconsistent with the Fourth 
Gen~va convention. 

0 

0 

Isr~el's policy on returning prisoners to Lebanon is a 
mattei of record. Kelease of 31 prisoners June 2• is 
i.n line with tnat policy. _.. have no comment on this 
action by Government of Israel. 

w-: _ 1Hd not ask Governm~nt ot Israel 'to release the 31~
0 

UI~LOMATIC EFFORTS · 

w~ ar~ 1n clos~ contact with Nabih BerrL and oth~r Lebanese 
leaders. 

Go~ern~ent ot Alg~ria has oeen active since beginning of 
hijacking. we are in cloa~ touch witb Government ot 
syr1a. Austrian, swiss ano Swedish Governaenta and 
Internat1ona1·co-ittee ot the Red Cross have all offered 
to a~~Lst 1n reaolv1ng situation. 



,. 
... .. .......... ___ _ 

Many gov~rnmenta in the Arab world, in Europe, the Par 
Eaat, Atr1ca and South America aa well aa the Unlt~d 
Nattons and Organization of the Ial&Jllic conference have 
iaaued or intend to iaeue atatement ■ condemning the 
hiJack1ng and hostage-taking. Others bave made their views 
known to us pcivately. 

U.S.~ILITARY OPERATIONS 

All u.s.Navy veaaels operating i~ the Eastern Mediterranean 
ar~ in international watecs. 

u.s. is not usinq TWA hiJacking as a pretext tor a military 
build-UV 1n th~ Middle East. 

HOSTAGE P'AMIL.IES 

State IJ~partment off 1·ciala telephone families of hostages . 
twice a day, 9ivin9 them news and information. 

Dr• t tttd: Tr: N~Johnaon""'-JNt:.:s-
6/ 2~/8!> x66lU 
WANG 1234A-J 

Cleared:TP: ) , ll 
.N&A/AitN~ /..rt◄"-­
NIA: • . 
N/CTP: 
S/6:lQuinn 



------I 

' .✓-::::. - -

✓June 25, 1985 

HIJACKING SITUATION 

The President, in the meeting with his advisers yesterday, 
set in motion the development of a series of measures that could 
increase the pressures on those holding our citizens and those 
who support the terrorists. Those measures have been developed, 
and will be reviewed by the President today, with the expectation 
that some decisions will be made. We do reserve to ourselves 
d~cisi~ns on matters to bring qreater pressure to bear on the 
s1.tuat1.on. ! 

Does this mean possibly cutting off goods and services to Beirut 
and the use of the airport? 

Ye s . ()t.J Jl... 

Peres letter to the President? 

Be...~ tb -f~ ~~ 
o.d;-~ a_~ ~CL-V~ . , 

.t-.Jd.· ·;,....Q_c_~ ~'-'~ • • 

\ 

We don't as a rule comment on diplomatic exchanges, but we 
are in close touch with the Israeli government. 

Israeli's planning to release more prisoners on a regular basis? 

Don't know. Their decision. 

Assad role? 

We are in close contact with the Government of Syria. Assad 
has expressed a wish to be helpful and is in a position to be 
helpful, but we have seen no apparent moves on the part of the 
Syrians -- no tangible evidence -- that they are actually being 
helpful. 

Reaction to latest hostage tapes? 

A reprehensible attempt to play on the anguish of those 
families whose loved ones were not shown. The television 
portrayal provides no basis for satisfaction about the condition 
of the people who were shown. They were obviously under stress. 
We consider this an attempt to evade the issue, which is the 
fundamental barbarism of holding innocent people against their 
will. 

Hostages moved to Bekaa Valley? 

We believe the three crewmen are on board the plane at 
Beirut International Airport and that the other 37 are in South 
Beirut. 



... 
... . 

T~e Department of Defense has identified the victim of the 

t errorist.hijacking of TWA Flight 847. The dead man has been 

identified as Steelworker Second-Class (Diver} Robert Dean 

Stethem, USN, of Waldorf, Maryland. The body h~s been positively 

identifiedr using information from service and medical records, 

by officials at the United States Air Force Basl, Torrejon, 

Spai n . SW2 Stethem was attached to Navy Underwater Construction 

Team One in Norfolk, Virginia. Next-of-kin have been notified. 

No further information is available at present. 
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SU BJ E CT : T WA HIJ ACK ING : I CR C VISI T TO TH E AMERIC AN 

HOST AGES 

1. FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF JUNE 26 ICRC PRESS RELE ASE 
CONCERNING THE VISIT B Y I CRC RE P RESENT AT IV ES TO THE 
HOST AGES I N BEIRUT. BEGIN TEXT: 

DURING THE NIGHT OF 25 / 26 J UNE 19 8 5 . 37 T WA P ASSENGERS 
HELD AS HOST AGE WERE VISITED IN BEIRUT BY A DOCTOR AND 
DELEGATE OF THE INTERNATION AL COMMITTEE OF THE RED 
CROSS (ICRCl . THE 3 CREW MEMBERS WERE ALSO SEEN IN 
THEIR AIRCRAFT. THE ICRC DELEGATES WERE ABLE TO HAVE 
INTER VIEWS WITHOUT WITNESSES WITH THE HOST AGES . 
NOTE: NO OTHER INFORM ATION ON THIS VISIT WILL BE MADE 
PUBLIC BY THE ICRC. END OF TEXT. 

2 . BEIRUT MINIMIZE CONSIDERED. 
C ARMEN 
BT 
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United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

June 26, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROBERT C. McFARLANE 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

SUBJECT: Talking Points for the Vice President 

Attached at Tab 1 are additional talking points for 
the Vice President to use in discussing the role of Syria 
in the hostage crisis. 

Attachment: 

Talking points 

f 

-· / --~/--r. 
1 , ---c..--,{IJ')O J,1£/..____ 

_/fl Nicholas Platt 
{ / Executive Secretary 
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